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Publisher's Note 



The noble Qur'an is the greatest blessing of Allah on earth. Hence, it is our 
duty to constantly endeavour to recite it, to peruse it, to understand it and to act 
on it. The consequence of weakening our link with it and of neglecting it is clear 
as daylight before us in the disgrace that is the lot of the Muslims. We have no 
way of success and prosperity in this world and the next other than 
strengthening our link with the noble Qur'an. 

Mawlana Mufti Muhammad Ashiq Ilahi Bulandshahri UpJji^j had 
compiled an exegesis of the Qur'an entitled "Anwar-ul-Bayan" in the concluding 
years of his life. Allah enabled him to achieve it with distinction. His life 
throughout was a model of simplicity and sincerity. He was busy with the pen 
always working on something productive to the Muslim ummah. This fact is 
borne out by a plethora of his works on a number of subjects on Islam. It is his 
sincerity of devotion that gained universal approval of all his works and he gave 
a general permission to everyone to publish any of his works. 

When I went for Umrah nine years ago, I had the opportunity to renew my 
old acquaintance with him when the exegesis in Urdu was in finishing stages. He 
asked me to publish its English translation. Coming as this instruction was 
during my visit to the Harmayn, I had no hesitation to assent to the Mawlana 's 
instructions. Here in Madinah Munawwarah, the Mawlana himself pays 
attention to me! He offered to speak to the translator in South Africa t$> get me 
the rights of publication. Within a few days he informed me that he had spoken 
to the translator and advised me to contact him myself, giving me his name and 
address - Mufti Husayn Ilyas with whom I have an old friendship and who had 
already kindly given me in writing an authority to publish his all works and 
translations, accordingly. I had published many of his books in Pakistan before 
everyone else. 

In fact, in a telephonic conversation, he was generous to offer me the 
composition of the exegesis on the CD and made some attempts to send them 
later, we met during Hajj, three years ago, in Makkah. This was a chance meeting 
in which I reminded him of the CD's but preoccupations put the matter in 
abeyance again, Nevertheless. Allah's favour enabled us to commence the work. 
During the stages of publication, we realise that there are in the exegesis, words 
of Islamic terminology that are left unexplained. Though those who are 
conversant with the Arabic and Urdu languages will understood these words yet 
our readers who know only English would find it different to decipher them. So, 
a revision of the entire work was undertaken and while the terminology was 
retained an explanatory meaning was appended based on the English translation 
of "Ma'ariful Qur'an" compiled by Mufti Muhammad Shafi ^ ^ Jm Apart from 
this, the translation has not been tampered with. 



Al-Hamdulillah - praise belongs to Allah! We at Darul-Ishaat are delighted 
to publish it. This is a great good fortune for us. May Allah approve our effort. 
Aameen! We have tried our best to make this edition worthy of benefit to our 
readers. We have included a glossary and an indexs as an added advantage to 
our readers. 

The Arabic text chosen for this valuable exegesis is the one universally 
acclaimed by the readers of English language. The composition of the exegesis 
itself is of an outstanding standard and is very beautiful. Great pains have been 
taken to correct proofreading and to select appropriate paper. Attention ensure 
rms been paid to printing and beautiful binding. Relative to comparable 
publications in the market, our price is very reasonable. 

It is my humble request to readers to remember me in their prayers and my 
parents, family members. May Allah enable us to be sincere in our efforts and 
forgive us our lapses in this work and cause us to rectify them. Aameen! 
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(1) In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful. (2) All praise is only 
for Allah, the Lord of the universe, (3) The Beneficent, the Most Merciful, (4) 
Master of the Day of Retribution. (5) Only You do we worship, and only You do 
we ask for help. (6) Guide us upon the straight path, (7) The path of those whom 
You have favoured, not the path of those who have incurred Your wrath, nor 
those who have gone astray. 

THE NAMES AND VIRTUES OF SURAH AI-FATIHAH. 

Some commentators are of the opinion that Surah Al-Fatihah was revealed 
in Makkah. Others say that it was revealed in Madinah, while a third group 
maintain that it was revealed twice — once in Makkah, and again in Madinah. 

Of the many names attributed to this Surah, the most famous is that of Al- 
Fatihah. The tafsir, "Al Itqan" reports as many as 25 names for this Surah. Some 
of these names are as follows: 

GOJ Fatihahtul Kitab (The Opening of the Book). 

ffl Fatihahtul Qur' an {The Introduction of the Qur'dn). 

CQ Ummul Kitab (The Mother of the Book). 

£0 Ummul Qur'dn (The Mother of the Qur'dn) 

C01 As Sab 'ul Mathdni (The Seven Oft-Repeated Verses). 

£Q Surahtul Mathdni (The Chapter of Supplication). 
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IfflS Surahtus Suwal (The Chapter of Entreaty). 

CO Surahtul Hamd (The Chapter of Praise). 

£0 Surahtush Shukr (The Chapter of Gratitude) . 

Allah mentions Surah Al-Fatihah in verse 87 of Surah Hijr, " Verily We have 
granted you seven verses that are often repeated, and the glorious Qur'an." 

Imam Bukhari U^ ^ writes (v.2, p.642) that Surah Al-Fatihah is called 
Ummul Kitab because it is written at the beginning of all manuscripts of the 
Qur'an and because salah begins with its recitation. A great virtue of this Surah 
is that it is recited in all rakah of Salah. 

Bukhari (v.2, p.642) reports that the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up &\ J^> said that 
Surah Al-Fatihah is the greatest Surah in the Qur'an. 

Tirmidhi reports that the Holy Prophet jJL.j U^ i» said, "By Allah! Such a 
Surah (Al-Fatihah) has not been revealed in the Torah, nor in the Injil, nor in the 
Zabur, nor in the Qur'an.' 

The Mustadrak of Hakim reports that the Holy Prophet pJL- j &\ JL* called 
Surah Al-Fatihah the best of the Qur'an. [Durrul Manthur, v.l, p. 5] 

Certain Ahadith have mentioned that Surah Al-Fatihah is equivalent to two 
thirds of the Qur'an. [Ibid] 

Sayyidina Abu Umamah ^ & reports from the Holy Prophet U* & 
<J~>j that only four things were revealed from the treasures that lie beneath 
Allah's Throne. These are (1) Ummul Kitab, (2) Ayatul Kursi, (3) the concluding 
verses of Surah Al-Baqarah, (4) Surah Kauthar. [Ibid] 

Sayyidina Mujahid U^ narrates that the accursed Iblis cried on the 

following four occasions: 

CQj When Surah Al-Fatihah was reveajed. 

£0 When Allah declared him to be accursed. 

SB When he was banished to the earth. 

£Q When the Holy Prophet r l- j <ip -2b * Jl^> was commissioned. 

Muslim (v.l, p. 271) reports that Jibril (OLJi Up was once sitting with the Holy 
Prophet jJL-j Up iui when a thunderous sound was heard from the sky. 
Looking towards the sky, Jibril fiLJ\ Up said that a door of the heavens was 
opened, which was never opened before. 

When an angel descended from it, Jibril Up said that this angel has 
never descended to earth before. The angel came to the Holy Prophet U* & J^> 
pJL- j and said, "Listen to the glad tidings that two celestial lights will be revealed 
to you, which have never been granted to any other Prophet before you: (1) 
Fatihahtul Kitab and (2) the concluding verses of Surah Al-Baqarah. Allah will 
certainly fulfil the request made when reciting these verses." (These are both 
Du'as, and will be accepted because Allah has Himself advised them.) 

The tafsir Ttqan" mentions that Surah Al-Fatihah is a collection of all the 
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themes contained in the Qur'an, thereby serving as an introduction for them all. 
This is so because all previous religions (Dins) and the Qur'an contain, the four 
fundamental sciences: 

I. The science of principles. This comprises of the following three aspects: 

CO Understanding the attributes of Allah, which are mentioned in the first two 
verses of Surah Al-Fatihah. 

CDS Prophethood, which is alluded to in the verse "The path of those whom You 
have favoured." 

03 Judgment day, which is referred to in the verse "Master of the Day of 
Retribution." 

II. The science of worship. This is referred to in the verse "Only You do we 
worship/ 

III. The science of patronage i.e. rhaking oneself subservient to the 
injunctions of the Shari'ah. This is contained in the verses 'only you do we 
ask for help" and "Guide us upon the straight path/ 

IV. The science of narratives which relates to the incidents of previous 
nations. The purpose is to gain lessons from their experiences, leading 
people to emulate the good folk and to discard the behaviour of the evil folk 
This purpose is contained in the verse 'The path of those whom You have 
favoured, not the path of those who have incurred Your wrath, nor those 
who have gone astray." [verse 6] 

Muslim (v.l, p. 170) has reported from the Holy Prophet fL>j & that 
Allah says, "I have divided the Sarah (i.e. one of the most important aspects of 
Salah) in half between My slave and Myself. My slave shall receive whatever he 
asks for. When he recites, "All praise is only for Allah, the Lord of the universe/ 1 say, 
"My slave has praised Me." 

"When he recites, "The Beneficent, the Most Merciful," I say, "My slave has 
lauded Me." When he recites, "Master of the Day of Retribution ," I say, "My 
slave has glorified Me." When he recites, "Only You do we worship, and only 
you do we ask for help," Allah says, "This is between My slave and Me. My slave 
shall have what he asks for." This means that the person has acknowledged the 
fact that he should worship only Allah. He has thus made himself worthy of 
attaining Allah's mercy and forgiveness by absolving himself from Polytheism. 
He has also understood and announces that help must be sought only from 
Allah. 

Thereafter, when the person in Salah recites, "Guide us upon the straight 
path, the path of those whom You have favoured, not the path of those who have 
incurred Your wrath, nor those who have gone astray, " Allah says, "This is for 
My slave. He shall receive whatever he asks for." 

RECITATION OF THE TA'AWWUDH AND T ASMIYYAH. 

Whenever a person commences with the recitation of the Qur'an, he must 
recite, "A'udhu Billahi Minash Shay tan Nir Rajim" ("I seek refuge with Allah from 
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Satan/Devil (Shay tan), the accursed/') This phrase is referred to as the 
Ta'awwudh). Allah says in Surah Nahl, "When you recite the Qur'dn, seek refuge 
with Allah from Satan / Devil (Shay tan), the accursed." 

After reciting the Ta'awwudh, one should recite the Tasmiyyah i.e. 
"Bismillah hir Rahman nir Rahim." Whenever a person wants to occupy a home, he 
must first rid the home of harmful influences, only then can he decorate the 
house and make it liveable. In a similar manner, a person has first to remove the 
evil influences of Satan/ Devil (Shaytan) from his heart before reciting the Qur'an. 
It is for this reason that he recites " A'udhu Billahi Minash Shaytan Nir Rajim." 
Thereafter, he decorates his heart with Allah's name when he recites "Bismillah 
Hir Rahman nir Rahim". 

"Bismillah hir Rahman nir Rahim" should also be recited before reciting all 
Surahs of the Qur'an, with the exception of Surah Bara'ah, where the Tasmiyyah 
will not be recited after completing Surah Anfal and commencing Surah Bara'ah 
(Surah Tawbsah) (the details of this will be mentioned in the exegesis of Surah 
Bara'ah, Insha Allah). 

According to Imam Abu Hanifah Up &\ i^ Jf the Tasmiyyah is actually a verse 
of the Qur'an, which was revealed to separate the various Surahs. However, it 
does not form part of these Surahs. It is only a part of Surah Naml, which 
includes the actual words "Bismillah Hir Rahman nir Rahim" in the second bowing 
(ruku). 

Since the entire Ummah is unanimous about the fact that Surah Al-Fatihah 
consists of seven verses, certain Scholars (Ulama) [like Imam Shafi'i Up in^J say 
that 'Bismillah hir Rahman nir Rahim" forms the first of these seven verses. 
According to other Ulama (like Imam Abu Hanifah Up &\ <*> j), the seventh verse 
of Surah Al-Fatihah is "Not the path of those who have incurred Your wrath, nor those 
who have gone astray. " [Ma'alimut Tanzeel v.l, p.39] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar <up i»\ reports that the Holy Prophet ^ J^> 
pJL. j Up did not know when a Surah ends till "Bismillah hir Rahman nir Rahim" 
was revealed. When it was revealed, the Holy Prophet ,JL-j Up isi knew exactly 
when a Surah terminated. [Durrul Manthur, v.l, p7] 

"Ma'alimut Tanzil" reports that the appearance of the Tasmiyyah before 
every Surah is to teach man that he should recite it every time he begins a 
Surah. This forms part of the etiquette of Qur'anic recitation. 

ALL PRAISE IS FOR ALLAH, THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE 

The first three verses of Surah Al-Fatihah mention some of Allah's 
attributes. Since Allah possesses all these attributes and more, "All praise must 
exclusively be His. These praises include All praise that has been offered, or will 
be offered in this world and in the Hereafter. Even the praises lauded to others 
will ultimately accrue to Allah, because He created them all and nurtured them. 

The Arabic letter "Lam" used in the verse denotes that these praises are 
exclusive to Allah, and they can only be attributed to Him. Therefore, even if 
anyone does not praise Allah, it will not diminish His praiseworthiness in any 
way. 
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THE MEANING OF "LORD OF THE UNIVERSE" 

The Arabic word "Rabb" refers to a master and one who nurtures [Ma'alimut 
Tanzeel]. Both these meanings apply simultaneously because Allah is both the 
Master and the Nurturer of the entire universe. 

The Arabic word "Aalamin" (translated above as 'universe) refers to all 
Allah's creation. It has been derived from the source word "i\m" (knowledge). It 
has been named such because All species of creation are knowledgeable of 
Allah's existence, since they are all signs of his existence. After seeing the 
innumerable creations of Allah, only a fool will fail to realise that Allah is the 
Creator. The declaration that Allah is the Lord of the universe dispels the belief 
of many nations who worship other gods. 

Sayyidina Muqatil bin Hiban &\ ^ says that the universe comprises 
80,000 creatures. Of these, 40,000 are on land, while the other 40,000 are marine. 

Sayyidina Wahb Bin Munabbih Up ^ says that the creation comprises 
18,000 species. However, the correct opinion is that which has been expressed by 
Sayyidina Ka'b Ahbar aJ^ &\ i^ Jm He says that the true figure of Allah's creation is 
known only to Allah Himself In support of his statement, Sayyidina Ka'b i» 
<up quoted the verse where Allah says, "None besides Allah knows His armies." 
[Ma'alimut Tanzit, v.l, p.40] 

Allah has not only created the creation, but He has also arranged for their 
nourishment and means of living. By means of food and drink, Allah sustains the 
lives of all creatures, allowing them to grow and develop. Man is left astonished 
at Allah's system of sustaining His creation. No creature is deprived of its 
sustenance from Allah, even if the sustenance has to be imported from another 
continent. 

The attribute of nurturing included in the word 'Lord" also includes 
spiritual nurturing. Allah also sustains the soul, which is the essence of life. 

THE BENEFICENT, THE MOST MERCIFUL 

Both the words mentioned in this verse are in the superlative sense and 
share the same meaning. However, certain commentators say that the word 
"Rahman" has a more intensified meaning of compassion than the word "Rahim". 
While the word "Rahman" can only be used to describe Allah, the word "Rahim" 
may be used to describe the creation as well. Allah's mercy and compassion are 
witnessed daily, because He sustains and provides for the entire creation. 

MASTER OF THE DAY OF RETRIBUTION 

This refers to the Day of Qiyamah, when people will receive the rewards or 
punishment for the deeds that they carry out in this world. None shall be able to 
intercede without His permission on that day. Allah says in another verse, "True 
sovereignty will belong to Rahman on that day." Allah also says, "No soul will be of 
any avail to another All matters will be His on that day" 

Allah will not only be the Judge on the Day of Judgment but He will be the 
Master of that day. It occurs in this world that a judge passes Judgment, but he is 
still bound by the laws of the state and cannot pass Judgment contrary to the 
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statute. Allah will decide according to His decrees, and none can dictate to Him. 
None can veto His decision, nor can an appeal be lodged against it. 

Even the animals and the mighty emperors of this world will be lined up 
before Allah. He will pass Judgment on to all of them, whereafter the decision 
will be binding. 

ONLY ALLAH CAN BE WORSHIPPED AND ONLY HE CAN COME 
TO ONE'S AID. 

Once a person has accepted and acknowledged Allah's attributes as 
mentioned above, he cannot restrain himself from saying to Allah, "Only You do 
we worship, and only You do we ask for help." Realizing this, he then beseeches Allah 
to grant him what he requires most, viz. guidance to the straight path. 

Although the person reciting Surah Al-Fatihah may be a single individual, 
the plural form is used in this supplication (i.e. the word "we" instead of T). This 
denotes that all of creation is dependent on Allah, Who is the deity of all of them, 
even the Polytheists (Mushrikin) amongst them. The person reciting Surah Al- 
Fatihah is therefore making the announcement on behalf of all creation. 

Since Allah possesses all the necessary attributes and capabilities, only He 
can truly assist any person in need. Supplicating to others for help will be 
contrary to the demand of this verse. This verse negates Polytheism (shirk) in 
worship, as well as Polytheism (shirk) in supplication. 

THE PRAYER (DU'A) TO BE GUIDED ON THE STRAIGHT PATH 
(SIRATUL MUSTAQIM) 

"Guide us upon the straight path" Guidance implies walking the path of the 
truth. Guidance is among the things a person requires from Allah when he seeks 
help from Him. Guidance is really the greatest bounty because, without it, a 
person will suffer eternally in Hell even though one may have enjoyed all the 
pleasures of this world. 

A person may ask himself why would someone who performs his Salah and 
recites the Qur'an be required to Prayer for guidance? Is he not guided already? 
The reply to this is that a person is required to pray to Allah to keep one 
steadfast upon the straight path until death. Therefore, with regard to such a 
person, the prayer in Surah Al-Fatihah will be a supplication for steadfastness. 
Allah has also advised the Believers (Mu'minin) to pray as follows: "Our Lord, 
cause not our hearts to stray after You have guided us and bestow on us Your mercy, for 
verily You are the Bestower." [Surah Al Imrdn, verse 8] 

WHO ARE THOSE WHO TREAD THE STRAIGHT PATH? 

Many people claim to be following the straight path. However, Allah 
describes that straight path as "The path of those whom You have favoured." In verse 
69 of Surah Nisa, Allah describes who are those whom He has favoured. Allah 
says, "Whoso obeys Allah and His messenger then they will be with those upon whom 
Allah has favoured, from the Prophets (Anbiya), Martyrs (shuhada) and righteous 
(salihin). These are indeed the best of companions." Therefore, the path treaded by 
these people will be regarded as the straight path (Siratul Mustaqim). 
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"....not the path of those who have incurred Your wrath, nor those who have gone 
astray. " This also describes the favoured ones because they are those who refrain 
from incurring Allah's wrath and who have not wandered astray. 

Ibn Kathir Up ^ has reported certain narrations wherein the Holy 
Prophet pJL-j Up &\ JU referred to the Jews as "those who have incurred Your wrath" 
and the Christians as "those who have gone astray." This interpretation has also 
been reported by Sayyidina Abdullah-bin Abbas ^ and Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Masud & . 

Allah says in Surah Al-Baqarah that the Jews "earned wrath upon wrath" [verse 

90] 

Allah says in Surah Ma'idah, "Do not follow the whims of a nation who have 
strayed from before, have misled others, and have themselves strayed from the straight 
path. " [verse 77] 

The Jews flouted Allah's commands and opposed the truth even though 
they possessed knowledge of the truth. The Christians, though they were not as 
learned, regarded themselves as devout worshippers. They devised their own 
acts of devotion and took to monasticism, secluding themselves in mountains 
and enduring many hardships in the process. However, failing to practice 
despite possessing the relevant knowledge is a serious crime. It is for this reason 
that the Jews have incurred Allah's wrath. 

Ibn Kathir Up & ^ has written that in contrast to the above two nations ^he 
Believers (Mu'minin) should be people who possess the relevant knowledge and 
also practice upon it. He writes that although the Jews and the Christians have 
both incurred Allah's wrath, and have both wandered astray, the Jews are 
especially despised. On the other hand, the Christians have been specifically 
termed as having strayed because of their misguided behaviour. 

The mischief and rebelliousness of the Jews is discussed in detail in Surah 
Al-Baqarah and other Surahs. Each incident demonstrates how they continually 
and purposely invited Allah's wrath upon themselves. Therefore, the Muslims 
have been advised to pray to Allah in all Salah 1p save themselves from following 
the ways of the Jews and the Christians. Muslims should now ponder if they are 
actually averse to the ways of the Jews and Christians as they should, and if they 
are closely emulating the lifestyles of the favoured servants of Allah. 

In their mannerisms, attire, politics, business, lifestyles and, in fact, in all 
way, Muslims ape the behaviour of the Jews and Christians. Even reputable and 
righteous people ape their ways despite reciting Surah AI-Fatihah in all Rakah of 
their Salah. Sages have mentioned that the qualities of the jews will enter Muslim 
scholars who deviate, while the qualities of Christians will onter the lives of the 
general Muslim public when they deviate. May Allah save us all. Amin. 

Apart from the ways of those described as favoured", the ways of all other 
people are regarded as deviant. It will therefore be necessary for all Muslims to 
stay clear of them, irrespective of their political or religious status. Muslims have 
been encouraged in this verse to stay aloof from the Jews and Christians because 
of the danger of inclining towards them. It is necessary that the ways of the 
Polytheists (Mushrikin) and atheists remain reprehensible to all Muslims. 
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The description, instead of the names of these two religious factions have 
been mentioned in the verse for the following two reasons: 

1. To depict that deviation from the ways of the Prophets (Anbiya) f*>^J\ p+A*, 
the righteous and the martyrs will lead one astray and earn Allah 's wrath. 

2. To illustrate that emulating the ways of others like the Jews and the 
Christians will also lead one to Allah's wrath. 

THE RECITATION OF "AMIN." 

It is sunnah to recite Amin' after Surah Al-Fatihah, while performing Salah 
and even when not performing Salah. The meaning of Amin is Oh Allah! Do 
accept. Therefore, two prayers (Du'ds) are being made, the first being The Prayer 
(Du'a) itself, and the second being the Prayer (Du'd) for the acceptance of one's 
Prayer (Du'a) i.e. the recitation of Amin. 

"Malimut Tamil" (v.l, p.42) reports that "Amin" should be recited a little 
while after the concluding words of Surah Al-Fatihah so that it may not be 
confused as being part of the Surah. The word Amin is not written in the Qur'an 
because it is not part of the Qur'an. 

Sayyidah Aysha reports from the Holy Prophet (JL,j Up ^ ,J^> that 

the thing which the Jews envy most is the recitation of Amin. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ &\ reports from the Holy Prophet <M & J-* 
fJL- j that the Jews envy the following three things of the Muslims: 

1. Greeting everyone; 

2. Forming saffs (rows,) when performing Salah; 

3. Saying 'Amin 

Note: Some non-Muslims have raised the objection that it is improper for 
Allah to praise Himself. Commentators have mentioned that Surah Al-Fatihah is 
actually meant to be a praise for Allah on the lips of the Believers (Mu'minin). 
Therefore, the Surah is preceded by the silent phrase, 'Say!' wherein Allah 
instructs people to hymn His praises. They say that this is the reason why the 
second half of the Surah is spoken by the first person. 

However, while this reply may suffice for Surah Al-Fatihah, it is not 
sufficient to reply to the many other verses of the Qur'an where Allah praises 
Himself It will also not reply to the same objection when raised with regard to a 
hadith, wherein the Holy Prophet pL-j ii JU» states, "Oh Allah! I cannot praise 
You sufficiently. You are as You have praised Yourself." 

The reply to this question is that the Creator cannot be judged by the 
standards of the creation. While the creation cannot praise themselves, Allah has 
all rights to do so because He is most deserving of all praises. 

Man has been forbidden from praising himself because it would lead to 
pride and haughtiness. This will eventually lead him to forget Allah's greatness. 
On the other hand, none can ever come close to competing with Allah, let alone 
supersede Him. If He praises Himself, it cannot lead to any evil. While a proud 
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person merely pretends to be perfect, Allah is Perfect and the Absolute Greatest. 
Therefore, the terms used for man cannot apply to Him. 

SURAH AL-FATIHAH IS A CURE. 

One of the names of Surah Al-Fatihah is. "Shafiyah' i.e. the curer. Just as the 
words spiritually heal the heart of a Believers (Muminin) it also heals the 
physical body. Sayyidina Sa'ib bin Yazid^ & reports that the Holy Prophet 
^j^ii J^> once recited Surah Al-Fatihah and blew on him so that he may be 
saved from diseases. 

Sayyidina Abu Sa'id Khudri <up &\ says that Surah Al-Fatihah is an 
effective antidote for poisons. 

Sayyidina Abdul Malik bin Umair ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet 
pL- j aJLp i»i J~e said, "FatihahtuI Kitab is a cure for All thing." [Durrul Manthur] 

The book "Hisnul Hasin' reports from Abu Dawud and Nasai, who say that 
Surah Fatihah should be repeatedly recited upon a mentally deranged person in 
the mornings and evenings. The person reciting it should then blow on the 
patient (in a manner that a few droplets of saliva also fall on the patient). This 
will, Insha Allah, will be a cure. 

Tirmidhi reports that Surah Al-Fatihah should be recited seven times upon 
one smitten by a scorpion or snake. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas i» reports that some Companions 
(Sahabah) ^ & were once on a journey, when a person from a nearby locality 
was stung by a scorpion. The locals asked the Companions (Sahabah)^ i» 
whether any of them knew of any cure. One of the Companions (Sahabah) & 
r&s> recited Surah Al-Fatihah and blew on the person, thereby curing him. He was 
rewarded with some goats in lieu of this service. 

When his companions saw him returning with the goats, they disliked it 
because they felt that he had acquired wealth by using Allah's Book. When they 
reported the matter to the Holy Prophet pJL. ^ Up ibi he said, 'Allah's Book is 
the most worthy of acquiring wealth from all things whereby you acquire 
wealth." [Bukhari, v2, p.854] 

RECITING SURAH AL-FATIHAH FOR SAFETY AT NIGHT 

Sayyidina Anas ^ reports that the Holy Prophet jJL. j Up &\ JU said, 

'When any of you lies down to rest at night, he will be safe from all things 
besides death if he recites "FatihahtuI Kitab" and "Qui Huw Allahu Ahad (Surah 
Ikhlas)." [Durrul Manthur] 
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Surah Al-Baqarah 



1 \\' ^ > * -Y't^S * • * \* ' ' > 

a « is* 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 

(1) Alif Lam Mim. (2) This is a Book wherein there is no doubt Therein is 
guidance for the Allah fearing. (3) Those who believe in the unseen, establish 
Salah and spend from what We have given them. (4) Those who believe in what 
has been revealed to you and what has been revealed before you. And they are 
convinced about the Hereafter. (5) These are the ones who are upon a great 
guidance from their Lord. These are the successful ones. 

SURAH AL-BAQARAH. 

Surah Al-Baqarah is the second Surah according to the Uthmani script. It 
has been named Al-Baqarah (the bullock) because of the mention of a bullock in 
the Surah. The Holy Prophet jJL.^ &s J-*> has also referred to it by this name. tN 

THE VIRTUES OF SURAH AL-BAQARAH. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ ii ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet i» JL* 
(i-i-j said, Do not make your homes like graveyards (by not making dhikr and 
reciting the Qur'an therein). Without doubt, devil (Shay 'tan) flees from the house 
wherein Surah Al-Baqarah is recited." [Tirmidhip.408] 

Sayyidina Abu Umamah <up i»t reports that he heard the Holy Prophet 
j <lc &\ ju say, 'Recite the Qur'an because it will appear as an intercessor for 
its people on the Day of Resurrection. Recite the two lights, Surah Al-Baqarah 
and Surah Al Imran, because these two will appear like two clouds or like two 
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flights of birds on the Day of Resurrection. They will then intercede very strongly 
on behalf of their people. Recite Surah Al-Baqarah because its recitation is a 
source of blessings. Forsaking it is a great deprivation, and the people of 
falsehood cannot combat it." [Muslim ,v. I, p.270] 

Allama Ibn Kathir -uU &\ ^ says that "the people of falsehood' in the above 
hadith refers to those who practise black magic. Therefore, the person who 
recites Surah Al-Baqarah will be safeguarded from the effect of black magic. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up &\ reports from the Holy Prophet Up &\ 
jJL-j that everything has a pinnacle, and the pinnacle of the Qur'an is Surah Al- 
Baqarah. Surah Al-Baqarah contains a verse that is the leader of all verses, viz. 
Ayatul Kursi. Devil (Shay tan) will surely flee from the home wherein Ayatul 
Kursi is recited. [Tinnidhip. 408, Durrul Manthurv.l, p.20] 

Surah Al-Baqarah is referred to as the pinnacle of the Qur'an either because 
it is the longest Surah in the Qur'an, or because it contains a large number of 
laws. It may also be called such because it contains the command of Jihad 
(religious war), whereby Islam may be elevated. [Mirqat] 

Sayyidina Umar & used to say that Surah Al-Baqarah, Surah Njsa, 
Surah Hajj and Surah Nur must be learnt because they contain the Faraidh. 
[Durrul Manthur] 

THE HURUF MUQATTA' AT. 

"Alif Lam Mim" is referred to as Huruf Muqatta'at. Letters like these appear 
at the beginning of 29 Qur'anic Surahs. The other letters are "Alif Lam Ra," "Alif 
lam Mint Sad," "Alif Lam Mim Ra," "HaMim" "HaMim Ain Sin Qaf" "KafHa Ya 
Ain Sad "la Sin," "Ta Sin Mim," "TaHa," "YaSin," "Sad" "Qaf" "Nun. 

"Alif Lam Mim" appears at the beginning of six Surahs, "Alif Lam Ra' at the 
beginning of five Surahs, "HaMim" at the beginning of six Surahs, and "Ta Sin 
Mim" at the beginning of two Surahs. All the others appear only once each. 

Since these letters are termed as Mutashabihat, commentators do not 
translate them, and merely comment by saying that Allah knows best what they 
mean. This is the stance of many scholars, including the four righteous Khulafa 
&\ , Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ & and others, [Ibn Kathir] 

Some scholars have attached meanings to them, while others say that these 
are the names of these Surahs. Sayyidina Mujahid & says that Alif Lam 
Mim" is another name of the Qur'an. Sayyidina Sha'bi says that it is one 

of Allah's names, while Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas i» says that it is 
one of Allah's names by which Allah swears on oath. 

Certain commentators say that the letter "Alif is the first letter in the name 
'Allah/ the letter "Lam" is the beginning of Latif (one of Allah's names), while 
the "Mim" stands for the beginning of 'Muhammad.' Others maintain that the 
letter "Alif is the first letter of " Ala'ulllah,' (the bounties of Allah), the letter "Lam 
"is the beginning of 'Lutfullah' (Allah's grace), while the "Mim" stands for 
'Majdullah' (Allah's grandeur). However, none of these interpretations have 
been reported from the Holy Prophet ^JL-j *Jp & J^>. 
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Some scholars have mentioned that since the Arabs said that the Qur'an was 
the Holy Prophet's Up & ^ speech, the Huruf Muqatta'at have been added 
to the Qur'an to impress upon them that the Qur'an comprises of the same letters 
which they use in their daily speech. However, the fact that they are still unable 
to produce a single Surah equivalent to the Qur'an, proves that it cannot be the 
speech of an eloquent man, let alone an untutored person. 

The Muqatta'at letters are recited individually and, according to the laws of 
Tajivid, one will prolong their pronunciation (called 'Madd'). 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Masud i»i reports that the Holy Prophet 
jl-j Up & said, "Whoever will recite a single letter of the Qur'an will receive the 
reward of a good deed for every letter recited, and every good. deed is multiplied 
ten times. I do not say that 'AlifLam Mim' is one letter, but Alif is one letter, Lam 
is one letter, and Mim is another letter." [Tirmidhip. 413] 

THE QUR'AN IS ALLAH'S BOOK WITHOUT DOUBT 

"This is a Book wherein there is no doubt." If a person was to ponder over the 
Qur'an, he will realise that the Qur'an must surely be Allah's revelation to the 
Holy Prophet <X* j, Up &\ jl*. If any person does not arrive at this conclusion, the 
fault lies with his perception and understanding. 

If a person rejects the Qur'an after much deliberation, saying that he has 
doubts about the Qur'an, it will merely be his obstinacy that forbids him from 
accepting it. 

THE QUR'AN IS A GUIDANCE FOR THOSE WHO FEAR ALLAH 

"Therein is guidance for the Allah fearing." Another verse of Surah Al- 
Baqarah says that the Qur'an is "guidance for mankind." 

Although the Qur'an essentially guides all of mankind, it is especially 
beneficial to those who fear Allah because they will attach importance to it and 
pay heed to its advice. They are the ones who have decided not to be deviated, 
and not to remain in infidelity (Kufr). 

The Arabic word Muttaqin (translated above as "the Allah fearing") actually 
means people who are abstinent. The word Piety (taqwa) is also derived from the 
same root word. Abstinence from infidelity (Kufr), Polytheism (shirk) and sins, as 
well as performing good deeds are included in the meaning of "piety (taqwa)'. 
Abstaining from doubtful things and devoting one's inner self to Allah will 
constitute Piety ("piety (taqwa)") of a higher degree. The piety (taqwa) and belief 
(Iman) of the pious persons (Muttaqin) continuously increase with the Qur'an. 

THE QUALITIES OF THE PIOUS PERSONS (MUTTAQIN). 

The first quality of the people of piety (taqwa) pious people (Muttacjin) is that 
they are "Those who believe in the unseen" i.e. they believe in everything that Allah 
and the Holy Prophet jJL- j Up &\ mention about past and future events, even 
though they have never witnessed them. 

Belief (Iman) is only acceptable when one believes in the unseen. The belief 
of people on the Day of Resurrection will not be acceptable because everything 
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will be before their eyes. 

The second quality of the pious peoples (Muttaqin) is that they "establish 
Salah." The verse does not say that they merely perform Salah, but that they 
"establish Salah." This means that in their Salah they pay heed to every Fardh, 
Wajib, Sunnah and Mustahab act. They concentrate deeply in their salah, 
performing it with humility. 

Ibn Kathir ^ &\ i^-j reports that Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas & 
said, "The establishment of Salah means that one performs the kneeling or 
bowing (ruku) and prostration (sajdah) properly. One must also recite the Qur'an 
correctly in Salah, be humble, and be conscious of the Salah." 

The third quality of the pious peoples (Muttaqin) is that they "spend from 
what we have given them" After mentioning the greatest of all physical forms of 
worship (Salah), Allah says that the pious (Muttaqin) are also particular about 
spending from the wealth that Allah has granted to them. This verse refers to all 
forms of spending in charity, whether it be Fardh (like zakah and nshr ), Wajib (like 
Sadaqatul Fitr), or optional. 

"Those who believe in what has been revealed to you and what has been revealed 
before you" Another quality of the pious (Muttaqin) is mentioned. Belief (Iman) is 
only acceptable when one believes in all of Allah's Prophet (Anbiya) Up and 
all the divine scriptures. Rejection of any one of these will disqualify one as a 
Believer (Mu'min). This is mentioned in verse 285 of Surah Al-Baqarah, where the 
Believers (Muminin) are told to declare, "We make no distinction between one and 
another messenger. " 

The true Believers (Mu'minin) also believe in all the previously revealed 
scriptures, whether they be books or booklets (called 'sahifa'). Some booklets have 
been mentioned in the Qur'an, like those given to Sayyidina Ibrahim a> and 
Sayyidina Musa puJ\ aA*, which have been referred to in the concluding verse of 
Surah Ala. It is obligatory for a Believer (Mu'min) to believe in all of Allah's 
revealed scriptures, whether one has knowledge of these or not. 

Describing the attributes of the pious peoples (Muttaqin) further, Allah says. 
"And they are convinced about the Hereafter" The three most important constituents 
of Belief/faith (Iman) are belief in Allah, belief in the Risalat prophethood of the 
Holy Prophet pJL-j ^ & J^>, and belief in resurrection after death. These have 
been mentioned in the above verses, together with the addition of Salah and 
zakah, because the most important aspect of Din (Faith) after Belief (Iman) is 
Salah, followed by zakah. Salah is a physical form of worship, while zakah is a 
financial form. 

"These are the ones who are upon a great guidance from their Lord. These are the 
successful ones." Those who possess the above qualities are declared as being 
successful, meaning that they have attained Allah's pleasure and will be 
rewarded by Heaven (Jannah) in the Hereafter. This is the ultimate success. (The 
verse mentions that these people are "upon" guidance, denoting that they are 
steadfast upon guidance). 



Surah Al- Baqgrah 2: 6-10 



15 




(6)Verily, it is immaterial to the disbelievers whether you warn them or do not 
warn them. They wilt not believe. (7) Allah has placed a seal upon their hearts 
and upon their hearing, while there is a veil over their eyes. Theirs shall be a 
terrible punishment 

THE DEVIATION OF THE DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) AND THEIR 
PLIGHT IN THE HEREAFTER. 

After describing the people of Belief (Imdn), Allah speaks about those 
Disbelievers [kuffar) whom Allah knows are destined to die as Disbelievers 
(kuffar). They are people who know the truth yet refuse to believe and accept 
Islam. Every person is born as a Muslim, but it is his parents who mould him to 
be an adherent to another Din (Religion). Eventually, the environment causes him 
to lose the capability of accepting Islam. 

The Infidels (kuffar) themselves are the cause for their inability to accept 
Islam because they destroy the capability that they were born with. Allah is only 
referred to as the One who seals their hearts because He has created man's 
actions. The matter requires much explanation, which cannot be justly dealt with 
here due to it's complexity. 

Members of all religious denominations have encountered Islam and 
Muslims in their lives and they have also been convinced about the truth of 
Islam. However, millions of them not only stubbornly reject Islam, but they 
actually forbid others from accepting it. They even try to dissuade Muslims from 
Islam. They write against Islam and even instigate people to fight Islam on the 
grounds of ethnicity, tribalism and nationalism. 

After realising these factors and assessing the obstinacy of people, one will 
surely see the truth of Allah's statement, when He says, "Verily, it is immaterial to 
the disbelievers whether you warn them or do not warn them. They will not believe/' 




(8) Amongst people there are those who say, "We believe in Allah and in the 
Final Day," whereas they are not believers. (9) They attempt to fool Allah and 
the believers, but they only foot, themselves without realising it (10) A disease 
lurks in their hearts, and Allah increases their disease. Theirs shall be an 
excruciating punishment due to the lies that they speak. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE HYPOCRITES AND THE CAUSE OF THEIR 
HYPOCRISY. 

After the Holy Prophet ^LjAipi J^> arrived in Madinah and Islam began to 
spread rapidly, the Jews (and especially their scholars) resolved to oppose him. 
There were many people from the Madinite tribes of the Aws and Khazraj who 
were bent on opposing the Muslims. However, because the Muslims were 
dominant in Madinah, they could not openly vent their opposition and enmity. It 
is for this reason that they plotted against the Muslims while pretending to be 
Muslims themselves. 

Their leader was a person named Abdullah bin Ubayy, who has been 
unanimously nominated the king of Madinah before the Holy Prophet ^ &\ 
(JL-j arrival. He was due to be crowned but upon the Holy Prophet • a> ajii 
arrival in Madinah, he never received a coronation. Since he could never have his 
way while the Holy Prophet (JL. 3 aJLp &\ was present, he and his allies 
pretended to accept Islam, but secretly plotted to disunite the Muslims. 

At one and the same time, they benefited from being Muslims, while not 
being ostracised by their tribes, nor losing their association with the infidels 
(kuffar). Abdullah bin Ubayy also relished the thought that he would soon ascend 
to kingship because he anticipated that the Holy Prophet ^j^ii JL* would not 
remain long in Madinah. He therefore feigned being a Muslim, eagerly awaiting 
the fall of the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ JL* and Islam. 

These hypocrites {called "(Munafiqin)} would tell the Muslims that they 
were also Muslims, while infidelity (Kufr) still lurked in their heals. They would 
also meet secretly with the Infidels {kuffar), telling them that they sided with 
them. They performed Salah to maintain their status but because they were 
Infidels (kuffar) at heart, they were not particular about performing their Salah in 
congregation. Their Salah was also performed reluctantly and without any 
sincerity. 

To maintain their guise, they also participated in jihad (religious war) 
expeditions, but few actually reached the battlefield because they often deserted 
en route. Those who did reach the battlefield behaved treacherously and caused 
harm to the Holy Prophet JU> and the Companions (Sahabah) ^ ^ Jm 

These Hypocrites (Munafiqin) would swear on oath that they were Muslims, 
but left no stone unturned to harass the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ and the 
Companions (Sahabah) ^ ^ Jm Whenever they were confronted, they would 
deny on oath that they have any involvement in the particular matter. Their 
mischief is mentioned in the second bowing (ruku) of Surah Al-Baqarah, the 21st 
bowing (ruku) of Surah Nisa, in Surah Hashar and in Surah Munafiqun. Surah 
Bara'ah discusses their evil behaviour in detail. 

Books on the Holy Prophet's fJL, 3 biography, like "Al Bidayah wan 

Nihayah" and " Awa'ilu Kitabul Mdghazi" (v,3, p.336 to 340) record the names of all 
the Jewish Rabbis who harassed the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ JL», as well as the 
names of all the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) who belonged to the Aws and Khazraj 
tribes. 

Despite their evils, the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up i»» always behaved cordially 
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towards them and patiently endured the harassment that proceeded from them. 
He continued to preach Islam in the kindest manner so that they may be guided 
to accept Islam. 

The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ also realised that if he were stern with them, 
the other non-Muslim Arab tribes who were unaware of the situation would 
think that the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up i»i JU ill-treats his "followers". This would 
then dissuade them from accepting Islam. 

However, the time did eventually come when the Holy Prophet Up ^ 
had to drive them out of his Mosque (Masjid). The details of this can be 

found at the beginning of the second volume of the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ 

biography written by Ibn Hisham Up in jl*^. 

Allah says in the above verses, "Amongst people there are those who say, 'We 
believe in Allah and in the Final Day, whereas they are not believers (but they merely 
lie to people) Belief (Iman) is not restricted to a verbal utterance, but must be 
accompanied by a firm belief in the heart. A person will never be regarded as a 
Believer (Mu'min) till he believes in everything that Allah revealed to His 
Prophets, and which He has commanded that people believe in. 

Allah describes the hypocrites in the following words in Surah Ma'idah: 
'From those who say, 'We believe 1 / with their mouths whereas their hearts have not 
believed." The deception that they employed is referred to in the Qur'an and 
Ahadith as "nifaq" (hypocrisy). Those who adopt this behaviour are called 
Hypocrites (Munafiqin). 

The Arabic word "nifaq" is derived from the root word of" nifaq/' which literally 
refers to a tunnel that has two openings on either side. The act of hypocrisy has 
been termed "nifaq' because the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) enter Islam from one 
side and then exit from the other side. 

"Nifaq" is the worst form of infidelity (Kufr) because it is a conglomeration 
of disbelief, lying and deception. In fact, the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) even fool the 
Infidels (kuffar) because they are not really loyal to them either. They are really 
not affiliated to any party. Allah says in verses 142 and 143 of Surah Nisa, 

"Indeed the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah whereas he deceives them. When they stand 
up to Salah they stand up lazily, to be seen by people and they remember Allah only a 
little therein. Swaying between, they are neither towards these, nor towards those. You 
shall never find a way for him whom Allah has led astray " 

The Hypocrites (Munafiqin) are never loyal to any party, but will incline 
towards the party that offers them the most lucrative worldly gain. Then too, 
they will only align with that group for as long as they receive benefit. 
Thereafter, they will desert them. 

The Holy Prophet Up iit JU> has equated a hypocrite to a lone goat 
between two herds. She sometimes joins one herd to fall pregnant, and 
sometimes joins the next to attain her goal. [Mishkat, p. 17] 

Allah says, "They attempt to fool Allah and the believers, but they only fool 
themselves without realising." While they think that they have fooled Allah and the 
Muslims, they will taste the consequences of their deception. 
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The disease of hypocrisy has intensified throughout the ages. Jealousy, 
enmity and love for material wealth causes it. The Hypocrites (Munafiqin) suffer 
disgrace in this world and will also be subjected to the most severe punishment 
in the Hereafter. 

Sayyidina Hudhaifa ^ & stated, "Nifaq was prevalent during the time 
of the Holy Prophet ^JL-j ^ JU. Nowadays, there exists either Islam or 
infidelity (Kufr).' [Bukhari] The commentators of Ahadith have interpreted his 
statement to mean that people cannot assess the condition of each other's hearts. 
None can say for sure whether another person is a Hypocrite (Munafiq) or not. 
Nifaq was recognised during the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up time because Allah 

used to inform the Holy Prophet * & J^> about who exactly the Hypocrites 
(Munafiqin) were. 

A person cannot also term another as a Infidel (kdfir) unless he hears 
unambiguous words of infidelity (Kufr) from his lips. Otherwise, a person must 
be regarded as a Muslim if he calls himself one. 

\ji £n X£ \ $ & $ S c&j ZjiJ£\ jU 

\ & fys S§2 ^ c0j jU $i ^ 3^ ^ tsr 
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(11) When they are told, "Do not spread anarchy on earth" they say, "We are but 
reformists." (12) Behold! They are the anarchists, but they do not perceive it. (13) 
When they are told, "Believe like the people believe," they say, should we 
believe like the fools believe?" Behold! They are indeed the fools, but they 
know it not. (14) When they meet the believers they say, "We believe!" And 
when they are alone with their devils, they say, "We are certainly with you. We 
were only jesting." (15) It is Allah who jests with them, and they wander blind 
in their rebellion. 

THE CLAIM AND BEHAVIOUR OF THE HYPOCRITES. 

Allah says, "When they (the Hypocrites (Munafiqin)) are told, Do not spred 
anarchy on earth, they say, 'We are but reformists. Behold! They are the anarchists, bul 
they do not perceive it" The Hypocrites (Munafiqin) had a hand in all the 
antagonistic attempts against the Muslims, but vehemently denied sucl 
involvement when confronted. They used to disclose the secrets of the Muslim* 
to the Infidels (kujfar) enemy, would forbid people from accepting Islam, and 
used to mock the Muslims. 

Allama Ibn Kathir i»i i^j interprets the verse to mean that the Hypocrit* 
(Munafiqin) pleased both the Muslims and the Infidels (kuffar), and maintain© 
relations with both. They interpreted their "nifaq" as 'Islah' (reformation). Whilq 
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they thought that they belonged to either party, neither of the two parties ever 
accepted them as being a part of them. 

Their claim of being "reformists" is false. In fact, they will suffer the grievous 
consequences of their lies in both worlds, but they fail to perceive this fact. 

"When they are told, 'Believe like the people believe/ they say, 'Should we believe 
like the fools believe?" The Hypocrites (Mundfiqin) referred to the Companions 
(Sahdbah) ^ ^ > especially the Muslims from the Aws and Khazraj tribes, to 
be fools. In so saying, they considered themselves to be intelligent people. Allah 
replies to them by saying, "Behold! They are indeed the fools, but they know it not" 
They are foolish to subject themselves to the scorn of both the Muslims and the 
Infidels (kuffdr). 

The behaviour of the Hypocrites (Mundfiqin) is such that "When they meet the 
believers they say, 'We believe!' And when they are alone with their devils (i.e. the 
Infidels (kuffdr) leaders), they say, 'We are certainly with you. We were only jesting 
(when we told the Muslims that we are also Muslims). It is Allah who jests with 
them" i.e. Allah will punish them for their 'jest.' Allah 'jests' with them by 
granting them respite in this world, so that they intensify their misdeeds. They 
think that they are in good stead, whereas they are actually heading for Hell. 

They mock and jeer the Muslims in this world, whereas, in the Hereafter, it 
will be the Muslims who will laugh at them. Details of this will be mentioned in 
the second bowing (ruku) of Surah Hadid, Insha Allah. 

"And they wander blind in their rebellion/' The Hypocrites (Mundfiqin) think 
that their wealth and properties will guarantee their success. Little do they 
realise that they are being deceived by this. Allah says in verses 55 and 56 of 
Surah Mu'minun, "Do they think that by Us granting them an increase in wealth and 
sons, We wish to hasten in granting them good? But they fail to perceive." 
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(16) These are the people who have purchased deviation for the price of 
guidance. Their trade shall neither be profitable nor will they be guided. 

THE HYPOCRITES (MUNAFIQIN) PURCHASE DEVIATION FOR 
GUIDANCE 

Allah has created every person with a natural inclination towards Belief 
(hnan). He has also granted people the faculty of understanding. Thereafter He 
has sent His Prophets (Anbiya) (OLJi ^$1* and numerous divine scriptures. 
Whoever fails to believe after all this, must certainly be regarded as one who 
purchases " deviation for the price of guidance." 

Such people have destroyed their faculties and have accrued deprivation 
and loss to themselves. They turn away from guidance for the measly gains of 
this transitory world, thereby dooming themselves to eternal damnation. It is 
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(17) Their similitude is like that of a person who kindles a fire. When his 
surroundings light up, Allah snatches away their light and leaves them in the 
darkness, unable to see. (18) Deaf, dumb and blind, they will never return. 

THE FIRST SIMILITUDE OF THE HYPOCRITES. 

In the above verses, Allah depicts the condition of the Hypocrites 
(Munafiqin) using the example of a person who lights a fire to have light around 
him. In a similar manner, the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) feign being Muslims so that 
they can attain the worldly benefits of being Muslims (like being guaranteed 
safety and security). However, when they die, and are subjected to the severest 
punishment, the temporary benefits of this world (and their false claims) will be 
useless to them, just as the person kindling the fire will be left helpless when 
Allah takes away the light of the fire. 

"Deaf dumb and blind, they will never return/' This is the ultimate result of 
these people. They become deaf and blind to the truth, and cannot speak a word 
of truth either. They will never return to Islam because of their greatly 
deteriorated condition. 
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(19) Or (their similitude is) like torrential rain from the sky, wherein there is a 
multitude of darkness, thunder and lightning. For fear of death, they place their 
fingers in their ears because of the thunderclap. Allah encompasses the 
disbelievers (20) The time is near that the lightning will snatch away their 
eyesight Whenever it lights up for them, they walk therein. When darkness 
prevails over them, they stand still. If Allah wills, He could take away their 
faculties of hearing and seeing. Verily Allah has power over all things. 

THE SECOND SIMILITUDE OF THE HYPOCRITES. 

Allah depicts the example of the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) as people trappef 
in a lashing storm. The thunder and lightning instils such fear in them that the| 
fear the loss of their lives. They thrust their fingers into their ears to cut out th| 
noise. The lightning is so bright that it could blind them in a flash. They are! 
totally bewildered and can only take a few steps in the light of the lightning 
Then, when the light has vanished, they stand rooted to the spot. 
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Such is the condition of the Hypocrites (Mundfiqin). When they see the light 
of Islam flashing before their eyes, as the Muslims gain victory, they run towards 
Islam. However, once the darkness of worldly love and carnal passions seize 
them, they fall back and stand isolated from Islam. However, Allah is well aware 
of their behaviour and 'If Allah wills, He could take away their faculties of hearing and 
seeing. Verily Allah has power over all things." 

The acclaimed commentator, Allama Baydawi ii <^j, interprets the 
similitude to mean that the Belief (Imdn) of the Hypocrites (Mundfiqin), being 
tainted with infidelity (Kufr) and deception, is similar to rain that accompanies 
darkness, lightning and thunder. Although rain is beneficial, it becomes 
detrimental when accompanied by these elements. 

The Hypocrites (Mundfiqin) adopt nifaq (hypocrisy) to be saved from the 
harms that befal} the open Infidels (kuffdr). This is similar to thrusting the fingers 
into one's ears to cut out the noise of thunder, just as placing ones fingers into 
one's ears will not drown the noise of thunderclaps, so too the nifaq (hypocrisy) of 
the Hypocrites (Mundfiqin) will not help them against Allah's decrees and 
adversities. 

Because of the severity of the situation, the person caught in the storm 
hesitates about what he has to do, fearing that the lightning should deprive him 
of his eyesight. Similarly, the Hypocrites (Mundfiqin) are hesitant in their actions 
and will proceed only when they see the opportunity. Otherwise they hold back. 

[Baydawi v. 1, p.39] 

Some commentators have mentioned that the first similitude is of those 
Hypocrites (Mundfiqin) who are extremely staunch in their hypocritical stance. 
Allah refers to them when he says that He will leave "them in the darkness, 
unable to see. 

They say that the second similitude applies to those Hypocrites (Mundfiqin) 
who are very doubtful. The truth of Islam has penetrated their hearts and they 
are inclined towards it. However, the attractions of the world prove to be an 
obstacle in their path and destroy their inclination. 

(21) Oh people! Worship your Lord, Who has created you and those before you, 
so that you may become abstinent; (22) He Who has made the earth a bedding 
for you, the sky a roof and has sent water for you from the sky, thereby 
extracting fruit for you as your sustenance. So never ascribe partners to Allah 
knowingly. 

THE INVITATION AND PROOF FOR TAUHlD (ONENESS OF 
ALLAH) 



After making mention of the sincere believers (Mu'minin), the Infidels 
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(kuffar) and the hypocrites (Mundfiqin), Allah proceeds to extend the invitation of 
Tauhid (Oneness of Allah) to humanity at large. Herein also expounds His creative 
capability, and expresses His power and favour, using examples that even the 
most simple-minded person can relate to. 

In the first of the above two verses, Allah exhorts man to worship Him, for 
He is man's Creator and Nurturer. To avert the argument of those who claim that 
their parents created them, Allah immediately adds that He also created "those 
before you.' Allah did not stop at creating man, but He also keeps him alive and 
has created all the amenities and means for the survival for man. 

If man worships Allah, he will acquire the quality of piety (taqwa), which 
basically refers to abstinence. There are various levels of piety (taqwa), the highest 
being the level whereupon a person is conscious of Allah at every moment, and 
lives and dies for Him. Abstaining from minor sins also constitutes piety (taqwa)* 
A person who is continuously conscious of Allah's presence will not sin and 
since he does not sin, he will naturally be saved from Hell. It is for this reason 
that certain commentators have translated the concluding words of the verse as 
"So that you be saved from Hell" instead of "So that you may become abstinent". 

The greatest sin is Polytheism (shirk), while the best form of worship is the 
belief in Tauhid (Oneness of Allah). By abstaining from polytheism (shirk) and 
other sins, while having a firm conviction in Tauhid (Oneness of Allah), one will 
be saved from the torment of Hell. 

Although every creation is a manifest sign of Allah's power, He expounds 
three signs that may be comprehended by one and all. Allah says that it is "He 
Who has made the earth a bedding for you" Even a blind person realizes that he is 
walking and living on the earth. Allah has made the earth a source of habitation 
and vegetation for man so that he may live his life here. The mere existence of the 
earth proves that someone must have created it. If Allah had completely covered 
the earth with mountains or with water, it would have been extremely difficult 
for man to live. 

Allah then says "He has created 'the sky (as) a roof" in addition to this, 

1. Distress is lessened. 

2. Evil thoughts are reduced. 

3. Doubts and fear are dispelled 

4. Allah is remembered. 

5. Allah 's grandeur fills the heart. 

6. Evil anxieties disappear 

7. It is beneficial in curing diseases linked to black bile. 

8. It consoles an eager heart. 

9. It is conducive to fostering love between people. 

10. It is the direction faced by those who supplicate to Allah. 
Allah says further that He "has sent water for you from the sky, thereby 
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extracting fruits for you as your sustenance/' From the same ground, Allah extracts 
various types of fruits with different flavours. In pondering over this fact, one 
can ascertain Allah's power of creation and nurturing. 

Allah concludes this verse by addressing man, "So never ascribe partners to 
Allah knowingly" Man cannot fall into the error of worshipping other beings after 
pondering over these signs that have been made so clear to him. 




(23) If you are in doubt with regard to what We have revealed upon Our slave, 
then produce a Surah the like thereof And call your allies besides Allah if you 
are truthful 

A PROOF TO THE APOSTLESHIP OF THE HOLY PROPHET Ai 
pL-j Up AND THE MIRACULOUS NATURE OF THE QUR'AN. 

Once a person believes in Allah, he needs to recognise Allah's qualities and 
needs to learn how to worship Him. However, man cannot know these things by 
himself. Therefore, Allah has sent the Prophet's (Anbiya) pLJ\ to teach man 
these things in his own language. To prove the veracity of these Prophets 
(Anbiya) <v>LJi ^A^ f Allah allowed them to perform various miracles, which best 
suited the times. 

The Arabs in the time of the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ ju> were extremely 
eloquent and proficient in the Arabic language. They used to convene gatherings 
wherein they recited poetic verses to each other. People used to hang their poems 
on the Ka'ba, thereby challenging anyone to compose better poetry. 

Allah sent the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up &\ J^> as a Prophet to the whole of 
humanity till dooms day (Qiyamah). The beloved Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &\ has 
performed numerous miracles, which are enumerated in his biographies. As the 
crown of all these miracles, Allah revealed the Qur'an to him because the Arabs 
were so proficient in their language. It is a miracle lasting to this day, which none 
can challenge. 

One of the famous poets at that time was Sayyidina Labid bin Rabi'ah ifo 
^ whose poems often offered a challenge to others during the period of 
ignorance. After he became a Muslim, Sayyidina Umar <up ibi once asked him 
what poems he had composed after accepting Islam. He replied by saying that 
Allah had replaced his poetry by the likes of Surah Al-Baqarah and Surah Al 
Imran. [Al lsdbahv.3p.326] 

In the above verse Allah challenges the Infidels (kuffar) by saying, "If you are 
in doubt with regard to what We have revealed (i.e. the Qur'an) upon Our slave, then 
produce a Surah the like thereof And call your allies besides Allah if you are truthful " 

Initially, the Infidels (kuffar) were challenged to produce ten Surahs like 
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those of the Qur'an but they were unable to do so. Eventually the above 
challenge of one Surah was issued. 

Allah says in Surah Yunus, "Say, 'Produce a single Surah the like thereof and call 
whomsoever you can besides Allah, if you are truthful" 

Certain ignorant people during the time of the Holy Prophet ^4^^ 
said, "If we wish, we could say the same thing (as the Qur'an)." However, they were 
unable to accomplish such a feat. Some people did try to compose some verses to 
rival the Qur'an, but they mere miserably unsuccessful Allah says in verse 88 of 
Surah Bani Isra'il, 'Say, 'If mankind and the jinn combine to produce the like of this 
Qur'an, they would not be able to produce its example even if they are assistants to each 
other. " 




(24) If you cannot accomplish the feat, and you will never be able to do so, then 
fear that Fire, the fuel of which is men and stones. It has been prepared for the 
disbelievers. 

PEOPLE WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO MEET THE CHALLENGE OF 
THE QUR'AN. 

History bears testimony to the fact that none has ever been able to produce a 
single Surah equivalent to even the smallest Surah of the Qur'an. The above 
prediction therefore has been most accurate. 

Since there is a need for people throughout the ages to believe in the Holy 
Prophet fJL-j Up &\ JU, Allah has made His miracle everlasting so that everyone 
may witness its miraculous nature, there by be in convinced of the Holy Prophet 
^ 3 a> i\ ju* authenticity as Allah's Prophet. 

The truth of the Qur'an is evident, yet some people, after hearing it, still 
choose to reject it because of obstinacy and national prejudices. In so doing, they 
expose themselves to the torment of hell. It is for this reason that Allah informs 
them that when they cannot meet the challenge, they should 'fear (entry into) that 
Fire, the fuel of which is men and stones. It has been prepared for the disbelievers" 

Commentators say that the stones to be burnt in Hell will be the stone idols 
that the Polytheists (Mushrikin) carved. Surah Anbiya contains the following 
address to the Infidels (kuffar): "Verily you, together with what you worshipped 
besides Allah, shall be the fuel of Hell (Jahannam). You will all pass thereby, "[verse 98] 

"Durrul Manthur' (v.l, p. 36) reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 
4^ &\ that the stones mentioned in this verse refer to sulphur which Allah will 
create as He pleases. 
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(25) And convey glad tidings to those who believe and do good deeds, that theirs 
shall be gardens beneath which rivers flow. Whenever they are given any fruit 
as sustenance therein, they say, "This is what we were fed with before." They 
are given fruit of the same resemblance. Therein they shall have purified 
spouses and they will abide therein forever. 

THE GLAD TIDINGS OF HEAVEN (JANNAH) FOR THE BELIEVERS. 

THE FIRST bounty mentioned in this verse is that the Believers (Mu'minin) 
will abide in amazing gardens called Heaven (Jannah). There will be magnificent 
homes there, as mentioned in Surah Saff where Allah says, "and palatial homes in 
the everlasting Heaven (Jannah)/' 

Allah mentions that rivers will be flowing beneath these gardens. Surah 
Muhammad mentions that there will be rivers of pure water that will never spoil, 
rivers of milk that will never turn sour, rivers of wine that will be extremely 
tasty, and rivers of pure honey. 

The wine of Heaven (jannah) will be for pleasure but will neither intoxicate 
nor cause headaches as mentioned in Surah Saff at and Surah Waqi'ah. 

THE SECOND bounty mentioned concerns the delightful fruits of Heaven 
(jannah) that they will be offered. When the fruit is given to them, they will say, 
This is what we were fed with before/ They will say this because they will be 
given "frnit of the same resemblance" (although the taste will be different). 

Some commentators have interpreted "This is what we were fed with before" to 
refer to what was eaten in this world. Other commentators say that it refers to 
other fruit that were previously given to them in Heaven (Jannah). Allama 
Baydawi Up &\ ^ says that the first interpretation is better, meaning that the 
fruits given in Heaven (Jannah) will resemble the fruits of this world. 

Allama Nasafi iwi ^ says that the verse refers to both, the fruits of this 
world, as well as those of the Hereafter. The fruits of Heaven (Jannah) will 
resemble those of this world in appearance so that people do not find them 
strange. In this way they will be tempted to eat it. However, the taste of the fruit 
in Heaven (Jannah) will be totally different. 

Allama Nasafi ^ i^j says that the verse refers to both, the fruits of this 
world, as well as those of the Hereafter. The fruits of Heaven (Jannah) will 
resemble those of this world in appearance so that people do not find them 
strange. In this way they will be tempted to eat it. However, the taste of the fruit 
in Heaven (Jannah) will be totally different. 

Sayyidina Anas bin Malik & says that the fruits of Heaven (Jannah) 
will only resemble those of this world in name, i.e. the people of Heaven (Jannah) 
will recognize the fruits to be apples, pomegranates, etc. However, the taste of 
these fruits will De much superior to the taste of worldly fruit. Allah says in verse 
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17 of Surah Sajdah that 'no soul knows what is in store for him in Heaven' (Jannah). 

Some people have raised an objection by saying that if one accepts the first 
interpretation, it would mean that the people of Heaven (Jannah) will receive 
only the fruits of this world. This objection is rather trivial because nothing 
prevents the possibility of them receiving other types of fruit afterwards, which 
do not resemble the fruits of this world. It is also not strange to believe that they 
will always be given fruit that resembles those of this world because the taste 
and pleasure derived will always vary. 

THE THIRD bounty mentioned in the verse is that the people of Heaven 
(Jannah) ''shall have purified spouses" Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas -up &\ ^ 
interprets the verse to mean that the women of Heaven (Jannah) will be pure j 
without any impurity or any offensive qualities. Sayyidina Mujahid Up &\ j 
says that they will be pure from menstruation, urine, excrement, mucus, phlegm, 
bile and semen. They will also not need to bear children, due to which there will 
be no after-birth bleeding. 

Sayyidina Qatadah Up i» says that they will be pure from harm, 
disobedience and sin. The gist of all these interpretations is that these women 
will be pure from anything that is offensive in any way. They will be physically 
and spiritually pure, and will never disobey their husbands. [Von Kathir] 

Allama Baydawi Up &\ "^j writes that the word "purified" has been used 
instead of 'pure/ This indicates that someone made them pure, viz. Allah. With 
regard to the beauty of these damsels, Allah says in Surah Rahman, "They are like 
rubies and coral" [verse 58]. Another verse states that they are "extremely fair in 
complexion, with large black eyes, like treasured pearls." [Surah Waqi'ah, verses 22/3] 

THE FOURTH bounty mentioned is that fact that "they will abide therein 
forever." They will not leave Heaven (Jannah) nor will they ever be made to leave. 

Muslim reports from the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ that an announcer will 
proclaim to the people of Heaven (Jannah) saying, Tt has been ordained that you 
will always remain healthy and will never fall ill. You will always remain alive 
and will never die. You will always remain young and will never aged. You will 
always remain in good stead, and will never be impoverished.' [v.2, p.38] 

The bounties of this world are always tainted. Happiness in this world is I 
always accompanied by grief, illness always accompanies health, while flowers I 
also have thorns. Wealth and status will always draw enmity and jealousy. The! 
fundamental point is that all worldly bounties are transitory, whereas those of! 
the Hereafter are eternal. 

None shall ever have to fear that his bounties will ever be lost there. 
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(26) Verily Allah is not ashamed to quote the analogy of even of a mosquito or 
something more insignificant. As for those who believe, they know that it is the 
truth from their Lord. As for the disbelievers, they say, "What does Allah intend 
with these analogies?'' 

THE IMAN (BELIEF) OF BELIEVERS STRENGTHENS WITH 
QUR'ANIC ANALOGIES, WHILE THE DISBELIEVERS RAISE 
ABSURD OBJECTIONS. 

Since the Infidels (kuffar) could not meet the challenge of the Qur'an, they 
opted to raise objections against the Qur'an to support their stance of rejection. 
Sayyidina Qatada <Aj> £\ ^ reports that when Allah cited the analogy of the 
spider and the fly in the Qur'an, the Polytheists (Mushrikin) scoffed at these 
saying, "Wltat does Allah intend with these analogies?" [Ibn Kathir] They meant to say 
that Allah's elevated position does not behove Him to draw comparisons of such 
lowly creatures. Therefore, they argued that the Qur'an cannot be Allah's speech. 

Allama Nasafi Up ifci .^j writes that when the analogies of the spider and the 
fly were revealed, the Jews laughed, saying that these do not resemble Allah's 
speech. J3y saying this, they meant to deny the authenticity of the Qur'an. [v.l, 
P 35] 

These people failed to realise that such simple analogies merely illustrate 
the comparisons. They do not reflect the status of the person making the 
comparison. 

Allah replies to the objection by saying, "Verily Allah is not ashamed to quote 
the analogy of even a mosquito or something more insignificant (or for that matter even 
something larger in size). As for those who believe, they know that it is the truth from 
their Lord {and that it is perfectly applicable). As for the disbelievers, they say, 'What 
does Allah intend with these analogies?" 




(26) Allah sends many astray thereby and guides many thereby. Only the 
disobedient ones are sent astray thereby. (27) Those who breach Allah's pledge 
after solemnising it, who sever those things that Allah has commanded that they 
join, and who spread anarchy on earth. These are certainly the losers. 

QUR'ANIC ANALOGIES ARE A SOURCE OF DEVIATION FOR 
THE DISOBEDIENT ONES. 

Allah uses numerous analogies in the Qur'an (or man's guidance, but there 
I are many who chose to object to them. Their rejection and objection then become 
| a cause for them to go astray and lead others astray as well. However, the 

Believers (Mumintn), realising that these messages are from Allah, find their 

Belief (Iman) strengthening with these illustrations. 
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The Infidels (kuffdr) increase their disbelief infidelity (Kufr) by rejecting the 
Qur'anic verses. They are not prone to deliberation, thereby causing themselves 
to be misled by words of guidance. This is the unfortunate plight of all the 
Infidels [kuffar), including the Hypocrites (Munafiqln). 

THE TRAITS OF THE "FASIQlN" (THE DISOBEDIENT ONES) 

Allah then describes who is meant by the "disobedient ones'' (Fasiqin). Allah 
says that they are "Those who breach Allah 's pledge after solemnising it." 

The "fledge" mentioned in the verse may refer to man's intelligence. Allah 
has granted man intelligence so that he may use it to recognise Allah and to 
worship only Him. 

The "pledge" may also refer to the pledge of "Alist" (as mentioned In the 
Ahadith) where Allah extracted the souls of Sayyidina Adam's f%J\ ^ entire 
progeny from his back. They emerged in small sizes like little ants, whereafter 
Allah asked them, "Am I not your Lord? They all replied in the affirmative. This ! 
incident took place on the plain of Na'man. [Mishkat, p. 24] j 

This pledge is mentioned in verse 172 of Surah A'raf where Allah says, j 
"Wlien your Lord extracted from the backs of the children of Adam f%J\ their progeny j 
and called them to witness over themselves saying, 'Am I not your Lord?' They replied, 
'Certainly! We attest to it. 

Certain Ahadith mention that after taking this pledge from mankind, Allah 
told them, "I call the seven heavens and the seven earths to witness this together J 
with your father Adam You should not say on the Day of Resurrection (Qiyamah) 1 
that you had no knowledge of this pledge. Remember that there is no deity j 
besides Me and that none is My partner. I shall send My messengers to you to| 
remind you of this pledge, and I shall send My books to you." I 

The people replied, 'We are witness to the fact that You are our Lord and 
our Deity. We have no other Lord, nor any other deity." [Mishkat, p. 24] 

The above verse could also refer to the pledge that Allah had taken from the 
Ahlul Kitab (the Jews and Christians), to propagate the Books that were revealed to 
them. Allah says in verse 187 of Surah Al Imran, "When Allah took a pledge from 
those given the book (saying), 'You must surely expound it to mankind and not conceal 
it.' They then threw it behind their backs and sold it at a measly price. Evil indeed was 
that which they sold" 

The second trait of the Disobedient (Fasiqin) mentioned in the verse is that 
they are those "who sever those things that Allah has commanded that they join" This 
refers to those commands that apply to man's relationship with Allah, as well as 
those that apply to man's relationship with fellow men. 

Allah has commanded man to accept all the Prophet (Anbiya) f%~J* and also 
commands him not to believe in only some while rejecting others. This belief is 
contained in verse 285 of Surah Al-Baqarah, where Allah quotes the Believers 
(Mu'minin) as saying, "We make no distinction between one and another messenger" 

Also included in the implication of this verse is the need to maintain cordia 
family ties and relationships with fellow Muslims which the Disobedien! 
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(Fasiqin) tend to sever. In short, failing to comply with any injunction of the 
Shari'ah is tantamount to severing Allah's commands. 

In verses 20 and 21 of Surah Ra'd, Allah praises "Those who fulfil the pledge 
taken with Allah and do not breach the covenant. Those who join that which Allah has 
commanded that it be joined" In verse 27 of the same Surah, Allah says further, 
"Those who breached Allah's pledge after ratifying it, sever that which Allah commanded 
that it be joined and spread corruption on earth. Theirs shall be a curse and theirs shall be 
misfortune in the Hereafter. " 

The third trait of the Disobedient (Fasiqin) is that they are those "who spread 
anarchy on earth. "Included in this trait is: 

02 Adopting infidelity (Kufr), Polytheism (shirk) and hypocrisy. 
CO Rejecting oneness of Allah (Tauhid). 

£0 Preventing others from accepting oneness of Allah (Tauhid). 

£0 Mocking at the Believers (Mu'minin) and those who stand for 
the truth. 

£0 Usurping the rights of others. 

Cfll Stealing and looting 

£0 Murder. 

All other forms of sin and vice are also included in the above. 

Allah says about these Disobedient (Fasiqin), "These are certainly the losers." 
Such people think that they are successful because they have not compromised 
their material wealth by believing in oneness of Allah (Tauhid). However, they 
fail to realise the eternal damnation that awaits them in the Hereafter. 




(28) How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were once dead, then He 
granted you life. Thereafter He will grant you death again, where after He will 
revive you, and then you will return to Him. 

THE INVITATION TO BELIEVE IN TAUHID IS REPEATED. 

The above verse repeats the invitation to oneness of Allah (Tauhid) which 
was previously mentioned in verse 21. Allah asks people for the reason for their 
disbelief in Allah. It was He Who gave them life when they were lifeless drops of 
sperm. Allah granted man his body and soul. Allah also- granted him the 
intelligence to deduce that Only He can be man's Lord and Deity. 

When the prescribed time arrives, Allah will claim the soul of every man. 
Allah will then resurrect each person to appear before Him on the Day of 
Judgment. 
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(29) It is He Who created for you whatever is on earth. Thereafter He turned His 
attention to the sky and perfected it as seven skies. He has knowledge of all 
things. 

THE CREATION OF THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH. 

In the above verse, Allah describes His generosity to man. Allah has not 
only created man, but then created the means necessary for his survival on earth. 
Everything on earth has been created for man's use, which he is free to exploit 
within the confines of the Shari'ah. 

The earth is one of the greatest bounties Allah has granted to man. Allah 
says in Surah Rahman, "We have made the earth for living creatures/' [verse 10] 

Says Allah in Surah Mulk, "It is He Who has subjugated the earth for you, so 
walk upon its roads and eat from its provision. To Him will the return be." [verse 15] 

Allah has created everything on the earth for man's benefit. These include 
the plants, trees, minerals and a multitude of other benefits that cannot be 
enumerated. Man is permitted to utilise these according to Allah's commands 
and be thankful for them. 

Even those elements that seem harmful at first may be beneficial; notice how 
certain medicines are made from snakes and scorpions. Allah has even inspired 
man with ideas of how to utilise the various types of creation. This verse also 
proves that everything is permissible) except those things which the Shari'ah 
(course of Islam) has forbidden. 

Just as it is necessary to use things as they are meant to be used, it is 
necessary to use them according to the dictates of the Shari'ah. It would therefore 
be prohibited (hardm) to usurp the property of another and use it for 
praiseworthy purposes. Similarly, it will prohibited (hardm) to use anything 
beneficial for harmful purposes. The details of this injunction are too numerous 
to mention here. 

Allah says, in [verses 8 to 11]. These verses suggest that the earth was created 
before the skies, which were in the form of smoke. These were then made into 
seven skies. 

Allah says in Surah Nazi' at, "Allah raised the roof of the sky and perfected it. He 
made the night dark and exposed its day. Thereafter, He spread out the earth." [Verses 27 
to 30] These verses on the other hand, suggest that the earth followed the skies in 
creation. The explanation to this seeming discrepancy is that Allah first created 
the basic structure of the earth, placing the weighty mountains on it. Thereafter, 
Allah created the seven skies, which were in the form of smoke. It was only then 
that Allah spread the earth out as we see it. 

Allah says, 'and perfected it as seven skies." This suggests that the skies are 
perfect in their construction. They have no joints, no ruptures nor any other 
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defect. Allah says in Surah Mulk, "He is the Mighty, the Most Merciful Wlio created 
the seven skies in layers. You will not notice any irregularities in Rahman 's creation, 
hook again. Do you see any ruptures?' [verses 2 and 3] 

A verse in Surah Qaf says, "Have they not looked at the sky above them, 
(and seen) how We have created it and decorated it? There are no holes therein." [verse 6] 

Allah then concludes the verse of Surah Al-Baqarah by saying, "He has 
knowledge of all things." Allah has knowledge of whatever has been in the vast 
universe in the past, whatever is there presently and whatever will be there in 
the future. 

Allah has knowledge of every believer and disbeliever and of every guided 
and misguided person. He is well aware of their beliefs and deeds and will 
reward or punish them accordingly. 

(30) When your Lord said to the angels, "I am about to place a viceroy on earth." 
They said, "Will You place therein someone who will cause anarchy therein and 
spill blood, whereas we glorify Your praises and proclaim Your purity?" Allah 
said, "Indeed, I know what you do not know." 

THE CREATION OF SAYYIDINA ADAM P *-J» Up AND ALLAH'S 
DISCUSSION WITH THE ANGELS. 

Before the creation of man, the jinn lived on earth. Because their 
temperament is fraught with evil, they caused much anarchy and bloodshed on 
earth. Therefore, when Allah expressed His intention to create man as a viceroy 
on earth, the angels based their deduction on the jinn and asked Allah, "Will You 
place therein someone who will cause anarchy therein and spill blood. . . " 

Some commentators have mentioned that the angels queried man's creation 
when they learnt that man was to be created with a conglomeration of carnal 
passions, anger and intelligence. Since the first two emotions spur one to commit 
deeds like anarchy and bloodshed, they could not fathom how the third quality 
of intelligence (which promotes obedience to Allah glorifying His praises) could 
overcome the first two. This was so because they had never before experienced 
any beings that were a combination of these opposing traits. They had never 
before experienced beings that, despite possessing evil qualities, could express 
good behaviour, justice and other good characteristics. It is for this reason that 
they posed the question to Allah. 

Other commentators have mentioned that the angels knew of man's evil 
behaviour because of the fact that Allah intended to create a viceroy. In other 
words, since the task of a viceroy is to enforce justice and to maintain order, it 
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would mean that anarchy will reign on earth, thereby necessitating the presence 



According to Sayyidina Qatadah & <*-j, Allah informed the angels that 
man will spread anarchy and bloodshed on earth and that is why they asked the 
question. 

The question of the angels was not an objection to Allah's plan. Objecting to 
Allah's plan will constitute infidelity (Kufr), and the angels (being innocent) 
cannot perpetrate disobedience (Kufr). Allah speaks about their innocence in 
Surah Anbiya [verse 27], where He says, "They do not speak ahead of Him and duly 
carry out His orders. 

Allah also says about the angels in Surah Tahrim [verse 6], "They do not 
disobey the commands that Allah issues to them." 

The angels then added, whereas we glorify Your praises and proclaim Your 
purity (from all defects)?" Sayyidina Mujahid iu» has interpreted the word 
"nuqaddisu" ("translated above as proclaim Your purity") to mean that they express 
Allah's grandeur and declare His purity from whatever the irreligious people 
attribute to Him. Another meaning of this phrase is "We purify ourselves from all 
sins for Your pleasure." 



(31) Allah taught Adam all the names, and then presented these before the 
angels saying, "Inform Me of the names of these if you are truthful." 

ALLAH INFORMS SAYYIDINA ADAM P *Ji Up OF THE NAMES OF 

ALL THINGS AND THEN ASKS THE ANGELS ABOUT THESE 
NAMES. 

When Allah instilled the soul into the Sayyidina Aadam's Up body, he 
came alive and was able to learn. Allah then taught him the names of all things. 
Thereafter, Allah placed all these things before the angels and asked them, 
"Inform Me of the names of these if you are truthful?" i.e. Inform me of these names if 
you are true in your belief that you are more worthy of being viceroys due to 
your innocence, and if you are true in your claim that it is not wise to create a 
creation that will cause anarchy and bloodshed. [Baydawi] 

Certain commentators have mentioned that the name Adam is not an Arabic 
word, just like the name Azar. Others claim that it is an Arabic word, derived 
from the root word 'udmah which means 'brownish in colour.' 

Allah taught Sayyidina Adam Up everything, including the specific 
names of small and large utensils. The angels were unable to identify the names j 
of these things, thereby establishing that humans are superior to angels by virtue 
of their superior knowledge. Therefore, they are more worthy of being viceroys. 
It is evident that it is not possible to execute any deed without the necessary 



of a viceroy. 
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(32) The angels submitted, "We proclaim Your purity! We possess only the 
knowledge that You have given to us. Without doubt, You are the All Knowing, 
the Wise/' 

THE HELPLESSNESS AND ADMISSION OF THE ANGELS. 

When the angels realised that humans were blessed with the wealth of 
knowledge, they conceded their weakness saying, "VJe proclaim Your purity! We 
possess only the knowledge that You have given to us. Without doubt. You are the All 
Knowing, the Wise." In saying this, they admitted that none can question the 
intentions of Allah, Whose knowledge and wisdom are matchless. 

£j$S5 pjT Sjjj £ jXitj <^££m 

(33) Allah said, "Oh Adam! Inform them of the names of these things." When He 
informed them of their names, Allah said, "Did I not tell you that I know the 
unseen things of the heavens and the earth, and that I know what you disclose 
and what you conceal" 

THE KNOWLEDGE AND VIRTUE OF SAYYIDINA ADAM P *J» U* 
BECOMES APPARENT. 

When the angels were unable to mention the names of those things that 
Allah had presented before them, He commanded Sayyidina Adam Up, 
saying, "Oh Adam! Inform them of the names of these things/' 

Sayyidina Adam fiLJ\ <A* complied, thereby illustrating both the inability of 
the angels and his own superior knowledge. When he did this, Allah said to the 
angels, "Did I not tell you that I know the unseen things of the heavens and the earth, 
and that I know what you disclose and what you conceal." 

Allama Baydawi ^ & writes that Allah implies that the angels should 
have rather maintained silence when Allah announced His intention to create 
man. They should have rather waited to see what man's virtues and excellence 
were before commenting. 

Certain commentators have interpreted "J know what you disclose" to mean 
that Allah is well aware of the question of the angels when they asked, "Will You 
place therein somsone who will cause anarchy therein and spill blood". They say that 
the phrase, "what you conceal" refers to the thought in their minds that they are 
more worthy of being viceroy than man. 

These verses highlight the importance of knowledge and also indicate that 
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knowledge is imperative for vicegerency. Allah says in another verse, "Can those 
who possess knowledge be equal to those who do not possess knowledge?" 




(34) When We told the angels, "Prostrate to Adam/" they all prostrated, except 
Iblis. He refused and was arrogant And he was from amongst the disbelievers. 

ALL THE ANGELS PROSTRATE BEFORE SAYYIDINA ADAM ^ 
BUT IBLIS REFUSES TO DO SO. 

After Allah created Sayyidina Adam He commanded the angels to 

prostrate before Sayyidina Adam f%3 aJ*. Allah says in Surahs Hijr [verse 29] and 
Sad [verse 72] that He commanded the angels saying, "So when I have fashioned him 
and blown My spirit into him, (and commanded the angels) then fall in prostration to 
him." 

However, after Sayyidina Aadam's ^ superiority over the angels was 
established, Allah reiterated the command saying, "Prostrate to Adam!" 
Consequently, "they all prostrated, except Iblis. " 

THE RULING RELATING TO PROSTRATING BEFORE A PERSON 
TO HONOUR HIM. 

Every Muslim knows that the angel's prostrating for Sayyidina Adam aAs. 
r >LJi was not a prostration made with the intention of worship, because this type 
of prostration is reserved exclusively for Allah. However, the commentators 
differ about the type of prostration that the angels were commanded to make for 
Sayyidina Adam fiLJ\ Up. 

Some commentators say that the prostration was made for Allah, but 
Sayyidina Adam .fiLJ\ was used as the focal point (Qibla), whereby his status 
was also highlighted. This is just like how the status of the Ka'ba is highlighted 
by the fact that it is the Qibla for worshippers. 

Other commentators say that the prostration was made for Sayyidina Adam 
r *>LJ <A* but only to honour him, not with the intention of worshipping him. The 
example of this is the prostration that the family of Sayyidina Yusuf r *>LJ\ 
made before him. [Baydawt] 

Any prostration (sajdah) made for a being besides Allah is prohibited 
(haram) in the Shari'ah of Sayyidina Muhammad *-U &\ J~*. While the 
prostration (sajdah) made for Sayyidina Yusuf (OLJi <ip may have been permissible 
in his Shari'ah, it is not applicable to ours. 

Sayyidina Qais bin Sa'd &\ narrates that he saw the people of Hira 
prostrating before their leaders. He thought that it is worthier to prostrate before 
the Holy Prophet ^ 3 <4± &\ than those leaders. Therefore, when he appeared 
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before the Holy Prophet ^-L-j a> &\ he recounted what he had seen and 
requested permission to prostrate before the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up ifci ju. 

The Holy Prophet ^j^i asked him, "Will you prostrate before my 
grave as well?" When the Sayyidina Qais it replied in the negative, the 
Holy Prophet <X* 3 ^ & said, 'Then do not prostrate before me now. If I had 
to order anyone to prostrate before another person. I would have ordered 
women to prostrate before their husbands because of the right that Allah has 
accorded men over women" [Abu Dawiid, vA, p. 291] 

This hadith makes it clear that prostration (sajdah) cannot be made before 
any person or grave. Various other Ahadith have also forbidden making 
prostration (sajdah) before anyone besides Allah. 

Some scholars (Ulama) have deduced the prohibition of prostration (sajdah) 
made out of respect from a verse in Surah Jinn, where Allah says, "Indeed the 
mosques (masajid) [i.e. all prostration (sajdah,)] are for Allah, so do not call to anyone 
with him. " [verse 18] 

THE INSOLENCE OF IBLIS. 

Allah says in Surah Hijr [verses 30 to 32]. "Every one of the angels prostrated, 
except Mis. He refused to be amongst the prostrating ones. Allah said, "Oh Mis! What 
prevents you that you are not of the prostrated ones?" 

Verse 12 of Surah A'raf states, "(Allah) said, What hindered you that you could 
not prostrate when I commanded you?' He replied, 7 am better than him! You have 
created me from fire and created him from clay." 

He objected that it was not logical for a creation of a superior origin (like 
fire) to prostrate to one of a lowly origin (clay). His proof of superiority was 
erroneous because the nature of fire is destructive, while the nature of soil is 
constructive, since it permits construction of buildings and the origin of foods. 
Soil is therefore superior to fire in many ways. 

In any event, the duty of a Believer (Mu'min) is to carry out Allah's^ 
command even if it does not seem logical to him. Instead, Iblis chose to be 
arrogant. Therefore, Allah says in the applicable verse of Surah Al-Baqarah, "He 
refused and, was arrogant And he was from amongst the disbelievers." Certain 
commentators interpret the verse to mean that he then became one of the 
disbelievers. 

When Iblis adopted this attitude, Allah cursed him, meaning that He 
dispelled him from His mercy. Allah says in Surah A'raf [verse 13], "(Allah) said, 

"Go down from here! It ill behoves you that you should be arrogant here! Be gone, for you 
are surely of the disgraced ones!" 

Allah says in another verse that He told Iblis, "Get out hence, for you are 
certainly accursed. Verily My curse shall be upon you till the Day of Judgment" [Surah 
Sdd f verses 77/8] 

A person whom Allah has cursed till Resurrection day (Qiyamah) can never 
expect His mercy. Therefore, Allah says in Surah Sad [verse 85], "I shall fill Hell 
toith you Iblis and with all those who follow you." 
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Due to his pride, Iblis chose to be accursed till the day of resurrection 
(Qiyamah) instead of prostrating to Sayyidina Adam fiLJ\ aJp. This is the danger of 
pride. It will cause devastation for a person in both worlds. 

Some people have asked why Iblis (who is a jinn) was accursed when the 
command to prostrate was only issued to the angels? This question is itself 
erroneous because verse 12 of Surah A'raf is clear when it quotes Allah as saying, 
"What hindered you that you could not prostrate when I commanded you?" This verse 
makes it clear that Iblis also received the command to prostrate. However, only 
Allah really knows whether the command was directly issued to him, or whether 
he was included amongst the angels because he was constantly with them. 

What the Qur'an does inform us is that Iblis lived in the heavens and was 
banished there from. Durrul Manthur (v.l. p.50) reports narrations from certain 
Companions (Sahabah) & and Successor of the Companions (Tabi'in) '^j 
j^ip in wherein it is related exactly what Iblis used to do in the heavens. 
However, these narrations seem to source from the Bani Isra'il and can therefore 
not be authenticated. 



THE ENMITY THAT IBLlS BEARS FOR THE PROGENY OF 
SAYYIDINA ADAM f*~ly 



Allah says in verse 117 of Surah TaHa, So We said, 'Oh Adam! Indeed he is an 
enemy to you and your wife, so he should never remove the two of you from Heaven 
(Janriah), causing you to be unfortunate. " 

Verse 62 of Surah Bani Isra'il quotes Iblis as telling Allah, 'If You grant me 
respite till the Day of resurrection (Qiyamah), 1 will surely gain control of his [Sayyidina 
Adam's fXJi <Js] progeny save a few individuals" 

The details of this discussion will, Insha Allah, be completed in the 
commentary of the second bowing (ruku) of Surah A'raf. Iblis's original; name 
was Azazil. After being cursed, he was called Tblis' or 'Devil (Shay tan)/ meaning 
'an extremely evil being/ He is the worst devil, and all his progeny are also 
called Devil (Shaytan) (the plural of which is 'Devils (Shayatin)'). 

Since there are many humans who perpetrate acts similar to those 
performed by these Devils (Shayatin), it is commonly said that there are Devils 
(Shayatin) from amongst man and from amongst the jinn. 



c> ■£ ess* iiS tfe M ^ & p% \& 



(35) We said, "Oh Aadam! You and your wife should live in Heaven (Jannah) 
and eat in abundance there from, from wherever you two desire. However, do 
not approach this tree, otherwise the two of you will become of the oppressors." 




Q.irah Al- Baqarah 2: 36 



37 



SAYYIDINA ADAM ? *>LJ! dp AND HIS WIFE ARE COMMANDED TO 

LIVE IN HEAVEN (JANNAH), BUT TO STAY AWAY FROM A 
CERTAIN TREE. 

Sayyidina Adam fiLJ\ Up and his wife, Sayyidah Hawwa l^U were 
commanded to live in Heaven (Jannah) and to eat freely as they pleased. 
However, they were specifically forbidden from a certain tree and were explicitly 
told not even to approach it. 

The Holy Prophet (JL. 3 Up ifci has not specified exactly which tree the couple 
was forbidden to approach. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas &\ and others 
say that it was the wheat plant. Another Opinion is Sayyidina Abdullah bin Masud 
^ ii and Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ &\ have mentioned that it was 
the grape vine, while Sayyidina Mujahid U* ^ is of the opinion that it was the 
fig tree. Others have also stated that it was the date palm [Durrul Manthur, v.l, p.52/3] 

We therefore cannot be certain as to which tree was meant/Nevertheless, it 
is also not necessary that we know this because no religious law is derived from 
it. 

% ^ <&^it\L, x%Lj& Z0ti 

(36) So Devil (Shaytan) caused the two of them to slip into error by means of the 
tree, thereby removing them from whence they were. We said, "Go down as 
enemies to each other. On earth there shall be sanctuary for you and a place of 
benefit for a while. 

DEVIL (SHAYTAN) TRICKS SAYYIDINA ADAM AND HAWWA 
f >Ji, THEREBY REMOVING THEM FROM HEAVEN (JANNAH) 

Allah warned Sayyidina Adam fiLJ\ Up to beware of Devil (Shaytan), his 
arch enemy, who was bent on causing harm to Sayyidina Aadam <v>LJ Up, his 
wife, and their progeny. Devil (Shaytan) was forever lying in ambush to remove 
Sayyidina Adam U* from Heaven (]annah) f thereby depriving him of the 
bounties of Heaven (Jannah). He knew that he would attain this goal if he could 
somehow beguile Sayyidina Adam ftLJs Up to eat from the forbidden tree. 

He therefore told Sayyidina Adam p%Ji Up that he was prevented from 
eating from that tree because it would grant him an eternal existence in Heaven 
(Jannah) as an angel. 

Recounting the speech of Devil (Shaytan), Allah says in Surah A'raf [verse 20], 
"Your Lord has prohibited you from this tree so that you do not become two angels and so 
that the two of you do not become of the immortal" 

Surah Taha f verse 120] states that Devil (Shaytan) said, "Oh Adam! Should I not 
show you the tree- of eternity and a kingdom wherein there is no weakness?" 

He did not merely speak to them casually, but swore on oath. Allah says in 
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Surah A'raf, "He took an oath before them saying, 'Most assuredly I am definitely an 
advisor to you!" [verse 21] Eventually. "So doing, he manipulated them with deceit. " 
[Surah A'raf verse 22] 

Thereafter, "When they tasted from the tree, their private parts became exposed 
(when the clothes of Heaven (Jannah) were removed from their bodies) and they began 
gathering the leaves of Heaven (Jannah) upon themselves. Their Lord called them, 'Did I 
not forbid you from that tree and warned you that Devil (Shay tan) is your open enemy? 
They both submitted. 'Oh our Lord, we have oppressed our souls and if You do not 
forgive us and show mercy to us we will surely be of the losers." [Surah A'raf, verses 22 and 
23] 

Eventually, he succeeded in tricking them into eating from the tree. As a 
result, they were sent to earth, which was actually predestined for them in which 
Allah initially intended to place a viceroy. 

After they ate from the tree, Allah told them, "Go down (to the earth) as 
enemies to each other. On earth there shall be sanctuary for you and a place of benefit for 
a while." This verse could mean that Sayyidina Adam ^ and his progeny 
are destined to live on earth till Resurrection day (Qiyamah), the time of which is 
ordained. It could also mean that every person will live for a fixed time till ones 
death. 

The command to go down to earth is mentioned as a plural (in Arabic 
grammar, only a number more than two is regarded as a plural -not two), 
whereas there were only two persons involved. Commentators have mentioned 
that Devil (Shay tan) was also instructed to go down to earth in this verse, due to 
which the plural is used. Other commentators say that the instruction actually 
applied to all the progeny of Sayyidina Adam fiLJ\ aJLp, which the couple were to 
reproduce. This interpretation is most viable because Surah TaHa mentions the 
instruction using a verb denoting two persons. Allah says in verse 123 of Surah 
TaHa, "The two of you should go down from here and you people will be enemies to each 
other" 

Iblis was already given the command to leave Heaven (Jannah) earlier. The 
phrase "enemies to each other" could either mean that mankind will be enemies to 
each other, or that Devil (Shaytdn) will be their constant enemy. 

(37) So Aadam received a few words from his Lord and Allah pardoned him. 
Without doubt, He is the Most Pardoning, the Most Merciful. 

SAYYIDINA ADAM'S P *J» \<J* REPENTANCE IS ACCEPTED. 

Sayyidina Adam and Hawwa f%J» ^ were extremely remorseful about 
their error and repented, using certain words that Allah inspired them with. 
Commentators say that the words were: 

'Oh our Lord, we have oppressed our souls and if You do not 
forgive us and shoiu mercy to us, we will surely be of the 
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losers." [Surah A'raf, verse 23] 

The above verse of Surah A'raf clearly mentions that both, Sayyidina Adam 
r :M 4* and Sayyidina Hawwa <OLJi i^U recited the above words. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Masud ^ &\ reports that the words were: 

"Oh Allah! We express Your purity and praise You. Your name 
is most blessed and Your status is extremely exalted. There is 
none worthy of worship besides You. (I have oppressed myself so 
forgive me. Only You can forgive sins.") 

Allah accepted Sayyidina Adam's pLJ\ u*. repentance because "Without 
doubt, He is the Most Pardoning, the Most Merciful." Allah will forgive any sincere 
penitent person. Allah says in Surah Shura, "He is the One who accepts the 
repentance of His bondsman, Who forgives sins, and knows what you do." [verse 25] 

Although they were forgiven, they were not allowed to return to Heaven 
(Jannah) because they were destined to live in earth. Here on earth a large 
number of their progeny will earn their return to Heaven (Jannah). If they were 
returned to Heaven (Jannah), only they would have benefited from its bounties 
and mankind may have been deprived of them. Even if their progeny flourished 
in Heaven (Jannah), they would not have appreciated the bounties of Heaven 
(Jannah) as they would after passing through this world. Bounties are best 
appreciated after one has endured difficulties in acquiring them. 




(38) We said, "Go down from here, one and all. If there ever comes to you any 
guidance from Me, then whomsoever will follow My guidance shall have no 
fear on them, neither shall they grieve." (39) Those who disbelieve and falsify 
shall be the dwellers of the Fire, wherein they will abide forever. 

A REWARD FOR THOSE WHO ACCEPT THE GUIDANCE, AND 
DAMNATION TO HELL FOR THOSE WHO REJECT 

The previous verses made mention of the command to descend to earth, 
where people are to be tested for a while. The above verse reiterates the 
command, but adds that Allah will be sending the Prophet (Anbiya) <OLJi and 
divine scriptures for man's guidance. Those who will abide by the guidelines 
propagated by these sources of guidance will return peacefully to Heaven 
(Jannah) where they "shall have no fear on them, neither shall they grieve." [verse 38 
above] 

Allah says in Surah TaHa [verse 123] "If there should ever come to you 
guidance from Me, then whoever will follow My guidance shall never go 
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astray, nor shall he be unfortunate." 

On the other hand. "Those who disbelieve and falsify shall be the dwellers of the 
Fire, wherein they will abide forever." 

IMPORTANT NOTES CONCERNING THE INCIDENT OF 
SAYYIDINA ADAM f *Ji AND HAWWA f^s \&. 

Since Allah has created man to be His viceroy on earth, man must adhere 
strictly to Allah's commands and make every attempt to ensure that these 
commands are enforced on earth. This proves the fact that only people who 
possess the ability to enforce Allah's laws can be commissioned to posts of 
authority. 

Therefore,, these posts cannot be granted to people who do not accept the 
Qur'an or merely claim to do so. Many leaders of Muslim countries are not 
prepared to enforce the laws of the Shari'ah in their countries but rather adopt 
the laws and practices of the Infidels (kuffar). They do this because the laws of the 
Shari'ah will certainly curb their freedom to satisfy their carnal passions. As a 
result of this failure to uphold the post of Allah's viceroy, the world has become 
a chaotic mayhem of strife and anarchy. 

Even the Muslim countries are fraught with murder and violence. Muslims 
should take the initiative to instate a true "viceroy of Allah" as their leader, who 
can enforce Allah's injunctions and not be from amongst those "who sever those 
things that Allah has commanded that they join. " [Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 27] 

The ignorance and insubordinate nature of man is evident from the fact that 
although he was created to be Allah's viceroy on earth, yet the majority of 
mankind are infidels (kuffar), while many of those who claim to be believers 
(Mu'minin) are grossly disobedient. It is tragic that the being for whom Allah 
commanded the angels to prostrate, should be cast in disgrace into the pit of Hell 
due to disbelief (Kufr). 

Even people who claim to be Believers {Mu'minin) elect irreligious and 
heretic leaders who lead them to commit all sorts of sins and vices. Murder, 
usury, bribery, consuming liquor, gambling and all other sins are perpetrated 
openly in these "Muslim" countries. People do not pay their Zakah, do not 
perform their Salah and even eat publicly during the month of Ramadhan. All 
this takes place because people have forgotten their status as Allah's viceroys. 

It may occur to one that the angels were then accurate when they said that 
man will cause anarchy and blood shed on earth. However, their error was that 
they generalised this to be the condition of all mankind, whereas there are so 
many people who are not like this at all. They never considered the Prophets 
(Anbiya) f*~S\ ( ^-U / the martyr^, pious scholars, mujahidin and a host of other 
sincere believers (Mu'minin). 

Paging through the history of the 'Ummah f of the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up J^> 
indicates to us the millions of people who were the epitome of piety and 
excellence. 

The Holy Prophet ^JL- j aJLp &\ JU> has mentioned that the angels of the day 
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and the night alternate each day. They all gather during the time of the Fajr and 
4~ r Salahs. When the angels who were with man during the night ascend to 
Allah, He asks them (despite possessing more knowledge there of) in what 
condition had they left His slaves? They reply that they left them while they were 
performing Salah and they found them the day before while performing Salah. 
[Bukhari, vX p. 457] 

A hadith ir Mishkat (p. 229) informs us that Allah boasts about mankind 
before the angels when they all supplicate to Allah on the plains of Arafat on the 
9th of Dhul Hijjah. The same occurs every Eid after the Eid Salah. [Mishkat, p,. 182] 

KNOWLEDGE IS AN EXCEPTIONALLY GREAT WEALTH. 

The excellence of Sayyidina Adam r %~J* Up over the angels was established 
because of his superior knowledge. Knowledge is always better than ignorance 
on condition that the knowledge spurs, one to obey and recognise Allah, and 
assists him in the task of being a viceroy. The knowledge that Allah granted 
Sayyidina Adam (%Ji Up was necessary to fulfill his task as Allah's viceroy. 

That knowledge which prompts one to debate against the truth and which 
takes one away from Allah is actually ignorance. The Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up 
has mentioned that some types of knowledge are ignorance. [Abu Dawud] 

The knowledge of Qur'an and Ahadith most certainly leads one to Allah. Of 
course, there are other sciences that also serve the same purpose. Allah says in a 
verse, "And in your own selves, do you not seel' Allah says in another vexse, "We 
will soon show them Our portents in the horizons and in themselves" Whereas man 
can attain closeness to Allah by studying the sciences related to astronomy, 
biology and botany, people generally study them only to meet their material 
requirements. It is most tragic that many experts in these fields are irreligious, 
agnostic and hold heretical views instead of being rightly guided. 

THE EXCELLENCE OF ONE WHO IS SUPERIOR IN KNOWLEDGE 
MUST BE ACKNOWLEDGED. 

Whenever a person learns that another's knowledge is superior to ones, 
then ones must acknowledge the fact and admit it without feeling disgraced. The 
angels did exactly this when they realised that Sayyidina Adam Up was 
more knowledgeable. 

It is extremely foolish to claim to have knowledge and debate with 
intellectuals when one is ignorant about the matter being discussed. Even worst 
is to adamantly cling to falsehood after the truth has been established. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF REPENTANCE (TAUBA) 

It is the duty of a slave to repent immediately upon realising his sin. He 
should admit his error and sincerely implore Allah for forgiveness. One should 
not repeat a sin and should regard the sin to be a weighty burden upon one's 
shoulders. 

Sayyidina Adam fiLJ\ Up forgot the prohibition of eating from the tree, as 
ABah says in Surah Taha [verse 225], "Undoubtedly We commanded Adam before, but 
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he forgot When he was reminded of his error, he did not make excuses, but 
admitted his folly. Whereas people are not reprimanded for lapses in memory, 
Sayyidina Adam<OLJ Up was reminded of his folly because he failed to adopt the 
means of remembering. It should be noted that people of higher status are 
answerable for things which others of lesser standing will be excused. Therefore, 
while forgetfulness like this will be excusable for another human, it will not be 
tolerated from a Prophet r u~Jt Up of Allah. 

Allah inspired Sayyidina Adam f>LJ\ Up and Hawwa fiLJ\ i*Jp with the 
words necessary to secure forgiveness because they did not make any excuses, 
not even that of forgetfulness. On the contrary, Iblis not only disobeyed Allah's 
command but he also argued his cause without admitting his folly. 

The pious bondsmen of Allah not only admit their sin, but they also 
counteract it with good deeds, thinking that they have still not fulfilled Allah's 
right. They then sincerely repent to Allah. 

The Holy Prophet ^JL- } Up h\ JU said, 'Every child of Sayyidina Adam U* 
r *>LJt is sinful, but the best of the sinful ones are those who repent." [Mishkat, p. 204] 

It is therefore imperative that the children of Sayyidina Adam (%Jt Up adopt 
the behaviour of their father, Sayyidina Aadam (OLJi Up and not follow in the 
footsteps of their arch enemy Devil (Shay tan). 

PRIDE IS ONE OF THE WORST MALADIES. 

It was pride that caused Iblis to disobey Allah's command, thereby leading 
to his banishment from Heaven (Jannah). He chose to be cast out of Heaven 
(Jannah) rather than swallow his pride and prostrate to Sayyidina Adam (OUJt Up. 
Instead of repenting, he requested Allah to lengthen his life so that he could 
devote his life to misleading mankind. 

The Companions (Sahabah) i» once asked the Holy Prophet Up &\ J^> 
(JL-j if that person was proud who likes that his clothes and shoes to be neat and 
smart. The Holy Prophet fJL. 3 Up 2»i replied, "Verily Allah is beautiful and j 
likes beauty (i.e. good clothing and shoes do not denote pride)." Thereafter the j 
Holy Prophet pJL- 3 Up ii JL* added that pride means to oppose the truth and to j 
look down on others. [Muslim, v.l, p.65] 

This malady is prevalent in all levels of society, and even the seemingly 
pious people have fallen prey to it. Pride is commonly displayed when people 
refuse to admit to their errors and argue that they are right. They may pass an 
incorrect ruling or spread wrong information, but will adamantly oppose anyone 
who corrects them. 

Allah loves humility in a person. Perfect Belief (Imdn) will dictate to a 
person that he should show appreciation for all Allah's bounties and behave 
humbly towards people. 

Standing on the pulpit, Sayyidina Umar & once said, "Oh people! 
Adopt humility, because I have heard the Holy Prophet jJL- _> Up &\ J^> say that 
Allah elevates the tank of the person who humbles himself for Allah. He will 
appear low in his c*wn eyes, but high in the estimation of others. Allah wilij 
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humiliate the person who is haughty. He will appear high in his own eyes, but 
will be more disgraced than a pig in the eyes of others/' [Mishkat p. 434] 

BOUNTIES ARE SNATCHED AWAY BECAUSE OF SINS. 

Besides the accountability on the Day of Resurrection (Qiyamah), sins cause 
one to lose whatever bounties one possesses in this very world. When Sayyidina 
Adam r*^ 1 ^ anc * Hawwa f%Ji i«Jp ate from the forbidden tree, they immediately 
lost the clothing of Heaven (Jannah) and were sent to the world, where they had 
to bear suffering and hardship. 

The Holy Prophet ^jUpiii has mentioned that a person is deprived of 
sustenance because of the sins that he perpetrates. [Mustadrak ofHhkim, v.l, p. 493] 

There are many people and nations who desire that they be relieved of their 
difficulties, but refuse to refrain from the sins that they are drowned in. In fact, 
they argue with those who wish to advise them. Allah says in Surah A'raf [verse 
96], "// only the inhabitants of the towns believe and adopt abstinence, We would open to 
them multitudes of blessings from the heavens and the earth. However they denied, so We 
apprehended them on account of what they earned. " 

Many Ahadith mention the evil repercussions of sins in this world. 
Sayyidina Amr bin As ^ i»i reports that he heard the Holy Prophet Up i>» JL> 

say, "The nation wherein fornication is prevalent will be afflicted by 
droughts, and the nation amongst whom bribery is common will suffer excessive 
fear/ [Mishkat, p. 313] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar reports from the Holy Prophet & JL* 

jJL^j Up that the enforcement of a single penal law is better than forty days of 
continuous rain. [Ibn Majah, p. 182] 

The Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up i»i JL* has also mentioned that Allah's mercy does 
not come to the person who severs family ties. [Mishkat; p. 420] 

The Holy Prophet pJL-j Up in JU has also said that Allah will forgive all sins 
besides that of harming one's parents. Allah will punish the person who does 
this before his death. [Mishkat, p. 421] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas &\ reports from the Holy Prophet JU 
^j^^ that Allah will cast fear, into the hearts of the nation amongst whom 
treachery is rife. Death will be common amongst those people who frequently 
commit adultery and sustenance will be straitened for those who cheat in weight 
and measure. M\irder and bloodshed will be rife amongst those people who are 
unjust in their legal Judgment, and enemies will overpower those people who 
break their promises. [Mu'atta of Malik] 

MODESTY IS A NATURAL TRAIT OF A HUMAN. 

This fact is displayed in the way that Sayyidina Adam r %Ji 4* and Hawwa 
r^'uj i^ip immediately began to cover their private parts with leaves when their 
clothes were removed. They did this even though the two of them were alone. 

The Holy Prophet ^JL- j Up &\ JU> mentioned that the following four factors 
w ere common amongst all the Prophets (Anbiya) r }Ui (1) Modesty, (2) 



applying perfume, (3) using the Miswak, (4) marriage. [Tirmidhi] 

In another hadith, the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up i» said that Belief (Imdn) and 
modesty are linked so closely that the disappearance of one will necessitate the 
absence of the other. [Mishkdt p. 432] 

THE REWARD FOR ACCEPTING ALLAH'S GUIDANCE. 

Allah says after the incident of Sayyidina Adam Up, "If there ever comes 
to you any guidance from Me, then whomsoever will follow My guidance shall have no 
fear on them, neither shall they grieve. " 

Allah has not merely sent man in this world to eat, drink and reproduce. 
Allah subjects man to numerous trials in this world to test his worth and has 
ordained certain injunctions which he has to fulfill. If man will abide by the; 
teachings of the Prophets (Anbiya) fiLJ\ and the divine scriptures, Allah will 
allow him to return to the place whence his parents, Sayyidina Adam <j* j 
and Hawwa <v>LJt l^U left. Just as Disbelievers (kuffar) do not inherit from j 
Muslims, the Disbelievers (kuffar) progeny of Sayyidina Adam r *>LJi Up and j 
Hawwa r %J( ^ will not inherit the bliss of Heaven Qannah) from their Muslim]* 
parents. | 

Sayyidina Adam Up and all the Prophet (Anbiya) after him 

preached Islam, which has the following three basic tenets: 

1. Belief in oneness of Allah (Tauhid) i.e. in the Being and attributes of Allal 
as He has explained them via his messengers and books. 2. Belief in Risala 
(prophethood), which includes belief in all Allah's Prophets (Anbiya) and whatevei 
they preached i.e. belief in the angels, predestination, Heaven Qannah) , Hell, an! 
all the other laws propagated by the Prophets (Anbiya) 1 

3. Belief in resurrection after death/when people will receive the rewards of 
punishment for what they did in the world. 1 

All the Prophets (Anbiya) r *>LJi preached the above tenets, although the 
specific Din (religions) may have differed as far as the injunctions are concern© 
It is for this reason that the Holy Prophet jJL^ Up & said, "I am the close 
person to Isa, the son of Maryam in this world and in the Hereafter. All tl 
Prophets (Anbiya) are step brothers with different mothers, having tl 

same Din (Religion). [Bukhari v.l, p.490] 

People are grossly incorrect to say that Islam is only one and a half centuri 
old. Islam has been propagated from the time of Sayyidina Adam fiL-b Up, a 
has been preached by every one of the Prophet (Anbiya) fiLJ\ ^^Lp. 

. While all the previous Prophets (Anbiya) j^Lp have passed away fro 
this world, the message of the Holy Prophet <A± &\ JL> is perpetuated byi 
Qur'an because he was sent as a Prophet to the entire universe till doomsd 
(Qiyamah). Every person, be he a Jew, Christian, Buddhist or Hindu, is part of I 
Holy Prophet's pJL-j Up &\ JL* Ummah, and needs to accept his message. 

Allah says in verse 85 of Surah Al Imran, 'Whosoever seeks a Din (Relif 
besides Islam, it shall never be accepted from him, and he will be, in the Heresjm 
amongst the losers. " I 
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Allah says to the Holy Prophet Up i>\ JU in Surah Saba [verse 28], "We 
have sent you as a messenger, bearer of glad tidings, and a warner to the whole of 
mankind. However, most people do not know. " 

Muslim (v.l, p.86) reports that the Holy Prophet jJL-j aJLp &\ said, "I swear 
by the Being in Whose control lies my life! Whichever person of this ummah, be 
he a Jew or a Christian, who dies without believing in me after hearing about me, 
will be from the dwellers of the Blazing Fire/' 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BANI ISRA'IL. 

Since the forthcoming verses and many other Surahs of the Qur'an discuss 
the Bani Isra'il, it is appropriate that a person becomes acquainted with their 
background so that one may understand the Qur'an better. 

THE HOMELAND AND CHILDREN OF SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM Up 

Sayyidina Ibrahim f%Jt Up hailed from Babylon where Nimrud (Nimruz) 
reigned. The people of the place including Sayyidina Ibrahim's u* father 
were all idolators. Sayyidina Ibrahim fiLJ\ Up preached oneness of Allah (Tauhid) 
to them but instead of listening to him, they were bitterly opposed to him and 
even cast him into a raging fire. 

One of his wives was Sayyidah Sarah t^ip who happened to be the 
daughter of his paternal uncle. His other wife was Sayyidah Hajra 
Sayyidina Is'haq f Up was born from Sayyidah Sarah fiLJ\ while Sayyidah 
Hajra (OLJ l^U bore Sayyidina Isma'il fiLJ\ Sayyidah Hajra r ^Ui i*1p and Isma'il 
r *>LJ Up were the two whom Sayyidina Ibrahim Up left alone in the desert of 
Makkah and became the founders of this great city. Sayyidina Ibrahim f^Js U* 
also had other children whose names have been recorded in the book, " Al Bidaya 
wan Nihayah" 

Sayyidina Is'haq fM-Ji Up had a son called Sayyidina Ya'qub f%J\ U* who 
was also known as Isra'il (meaning 'the chosen servant of Allah' or 'Allah's 
slave'). His progeny is therefore referred to as the Bani Isra'Il (the children of 
Isra'il). Sayyidina Ya'qub's ^\ Up son was Sayyidina Yusuf <v>LJ Up whose story 
is discussed in Surah Yusuf. 

THE BANI ISRA'IL ARRIVE IN EGYPT. 

When Sayyidina Yusuf U* ruled Egypt, his eleven brothers also 
migrated to Egypt where their progeny flourished till their twelve tribes 
numbered 60 000 in total. Their homeland was Kan' an in Palestine which was the 
place to which Sayyidina Ibrahim ?*%J\ Up migrated after leaving Babylon. 

While the progeny of Sayyidina Isma'il (!rt-J» Up abounded in Makkah, the 
progeny of Sayyidina Is'haq pub u* prospered in Kan' an and later in Egypt. 
After the demise of Sayyidina Yusuf fiLJ\ Up, the Bani Isra'Il were greatly 
oppressed in Egypt because they were aliens in the country. 

The Copts of Egypt made the Bani Isra'Il their slaves and they even 
slaughtered the sons of the Bani Isra'Il. 



THE RISALAT {PROPHETHOOD) OF SAYYIDINA MUSA ^\ <uU, 
AND HIS PREACHING. 

Allah made Sayyidina Musa f%Ji Jp a Prophet from amongst the Bani Israel 
who preached to Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and requested that he free the Bani Isra'il 
from bondage. However, Pharaoh (Fir'aun) neither accepted Sayyidina Musa's 
r ->LJi preaching, nor did he release the Bani Isra'il. Instead, he claimed divinity. 

THE BANI ISRA'IL ESCAPE FROM EGYPT. 

By Allah's command, Sayyidina Musa Up eventually led the Bani Israel j 
out of Egypt one night. When Pharaoh's (Fir'aun' s) army caught up with them, } 
they were at the seashore. Allah then commanded Sayyidina Musa Up to 
strike the water with his staff, causing the sea to make way for twelve dry roads. I 
The Bani Isra'il were then able to cross safely. 

When Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his army decided to pursue them, Allah caused J 
the sea to close on them, drowning them all. Pharaoh (Fir'aun) was also killed, f 
but Allah preserved his body, which is still present today in a museum in Egypt, f 
Addressing him, Allah says in verse 92 of Surah Yunus, "Today We shall preserve 
you with your body to be sign for those after you. 

Al Bidaya wan Nihayah (v.l, p.270) reports that when they crossed the sea, the 
Bani Isra'il numbered 600,000 excluding women and children. By then they had J 
already lived in Egypt for 426 solar years. 

AFTER EMERGING FROM EGYPT, THEY REACH THEIR 
HOMELAND AFTER FORTY YEARS. 

Although their original homeland was far off, the Bani Isra'il could have " 
reached it in a reasonable amount of time. However, the journey took forty years 
because they wandered about lost in the valley of Tin. Every night, they arrived 
at the same place from where they had departed in the morning. 

During that period, they harassed Sayyidina Musa ftLJ\ Up greatly and even v 
started worshipping the calf when he went to Mount Tur to receive the Torah. c 
When he returned, they refused to believe him until they personally heard Allah | 
speaking and saw Him with their own eyes. ; 

Allah provided manna and salwa for them from Heaven (Jannah) but they 
expressed ingratitude by requesting for the common vegetables of the world. 
When they refused to practise the injunctions of the Torah, Allah suspended 
Mount Tur over their heads, threatening to drop it on them if they remained 
stubborn. 

Sayyidina Musa Up passed away during these forty years, whereafter 
Sayyidina Yusha bin Nun Up was their Prophet and eventually led them to 
Baitul Muqaddas. The various incidents mentioned above have all been 
discussed in the verses of the Qur'an. 

THE JEWS ARRIVE IN MADIN AH. 

Historians write that when the Disbeliever (kdfir) tyrant Bukht Nasr attacked 
Baitul Muqaddas, he banished the Jews from there. Many immigrated to Hijaz, . 
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Wadi Qura, Tayma and Madinah. At that time, there were some people of the 
Bani Jurhum residing there, along with some descendants of the Amaliqa tribe 
who planted and harvested dates. 

The Jews gradually grew in number until they outnumbered the others. 
They expelled the others from Madinah, thereby seizing possession of the city. 
They resided there for as long as Allah willed. [Futuhul Buldan, p. 529] 

Certain historians have mentioned that the Jews had read in the Torah that 
the final messenger of Allah ^ ibt JU> will appear in a city where dates 
flourish and which is bordered by two rocky deserts. Therefore, they set out from 
Baitul Muqaddas to search for this place so that they could receive him and 
follow him. When they recognised Madinah to be the place, they settled there. 
[Umdatu Akhbdr Fi Madinahtil Mukhtdr p. 34, and Mu'jamul Buldan, v.5, p. 82] 

THE AWS AND KHAZRAJ TRIBES ARRIVE IN MADINAH. 

The original name of Madinah was Yathrib. After the Hijrah, the Holy 
Prophet fJL.j <u!p ifci changed the name to Madinahtur Rasul, Tayyibah and 
Tabah. It is now famously called Madinah or Madinahtul Munawwarah. 

After the Jews had been living in Madinah for a long while, two tribes from 
Yemen settled there. These were the Aws and the Khazraj. When the Holy 
Prophet jJL- j aJLp &\ arrived in Madinah, the following tribes lived there: 

The Jews, viz. (1) The Bani Nadir, (2) the Bani Quraizah and (3) the Bani 
Qaynuqa. 

The Yemenis, viz, the Aws and the Khazraj who were later known as the 
Ansar. 

The two Yemeni tribes were idol worshippers and were constantly fighting 
each other and the Jews. The Jews were regarded as the People of the Book and 
they used to tell the others that they are awaiting the advent of the final Prophet, 
whom they would follow and then crush their enemies. 

THE AWS AND KHAZRAJ ACCEPT ISLAM. 

When the Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 <Op &\ jl» met the first group of pilgrims from 
amongst the Aws and Khazraj, he invited them to Islam. They realised that he 
was the same person about whom the Jews boasted that they would follow him 
to vanquish their enemies. Therefore, before the Jews could follow the Holy 
Prophet pJL- j Up iSii ju, they decided to accept Islam. 

When they returned to Madinah, they propagated the message of Islam. 
Twelve representatives from amongst them met the Holy Prophet ^i-^i^- 
the following year to pledge their allegiance to him. They also invited the Holy 
Prophet ^JLvjUpii to migrate to Madinah. 

THE MIGRATION (HIJRAH) TO MADINAH. 

After receiving the invitation, the Holy Prophet ^JL-j a> i»i ju left with 
Sayyidina Abu Bakr & for Madinah. The books of history mention the 
incidents of the various Companions (Sahdbah) ^ &\ who had already left 
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for Madinah before the Holy Prophet ^j^i JU. One may refer to these in 
'Futuhul Bulddn (p. 30), " Ar Rawdul Unf (v.2, p. 16) and the "Sirah" of 'Von Hisham'. 

THE OBSTINACY OF THE JEWS. 

Despite possessing the knowledge that the Holy Prophet ^j^^ was 
the true Prophet of Allah about whom they had read in their scriptures, the Jews 
refused to accept him as such. They even refused to respond to the words of the 
Aws and the Khazraj when these two tribes reminded them that the Holy 
Prophet ^jUpiii was the very same Prophet about whom they (the Jews) 
had threatened others. [Ibn Hishdm] 

Because of their jealousy and enmity, the Jews did not respond to the Holy 
Prophet 's ^ & JU* preaching. Only a few of them accepted Islam, while the 
others always plotted against the Holy Prophet ^ j & JU> and the Muslims. 




(40) Oh Bani Isra'il! Call to mind Allah's favour which He conferred upon you. 
Fulfil My pledge and I will fulfil yours. Fear Me only." 

THE BANI ISRA'IL ARE REMINDED OF ALLAH'S FAVOURS ON 
THEM. 

In addressing the Bani Isra'il, Allah addresses the Jews, since they were the 
progeny of Sayyidina Isra'il (Ya'qub) During the time of the Holy 

Prophet (JLv j Up ju, they lived in Madinah, Khaibar and Sham. After arriving 
in Madinah, the Holy Prophet <JL, 3 Up &\ J^> encountered the Jews who were not 
to be found in Makkah. Therefore the Qur'an begins to address them. 

Allah says in the above verse, "Oh Bani Isra'il! Call to mind Allah's favour, 
which He conferred upon you Fulfil My pledge and I will fulfil yours. Fear Me only". 
The Bani Isra'il knew what bounties Allah had conferred on them and their 
forefathers. The verses wherein Allah speaks about these favours prove that the 
Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 Up &\ is Allah's Prophet because he could not have learnt 
these from any person, nor read it because he was unlettered. He could have 
learnt about this only from Allah. 

(41) Believe in what I have revealed in confirmation of what you have with you, 
and do not become the first disbelievers. Do not barter Allah's verses for a 
measly price. Fear Me only. 

THE BANI ISRA'IL ARE INVITED TO ACCEPT ISLAM. 

Allah addresses the Jews further by saying, "Believe in what I have revealeil 
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(i.e. the Qur'an) in confirmation of what you have with you (i.e. the Torah)" 
Although the Torah and Injrl that the Jews and Christians possessed during the 
time of the Holy Prophet ^JL. j Up &\ were already adulterated, they still 
contained some true descriptions of the Holy Prophet jJU 3 Up i>\ JU>. 

Allah says :!n Surah Araf [verse 157]. "Those who follow the unlettered messenger 
and Prophet that they find written (mentioned) with them in the Torah and Injil." 

Since the Jews had knowledge of the fact that the Holy Prophet Up &\ ju 
was to be the final Prophet on earth, and they had waited for him in 
Madinah for such a long time, it was necessary that they be the first to believe in 
him. The Christians learnt about the Holy Prophet <ip i J^> much later, 
while the Polytheists of Makkah were totally unaware of his imminent 
appearance. 

The Jews were therefore the best equipped with knowledge to realise that 
they had no reason to reject the Holy Prophet jJL- j Up &\ ju. It is for this reason 
that Allah admonishes them, u and do not become the first disbelievers. " 

Since the Jews were the first to learn about the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up & 
in their scriptures, they were actually the first to receive the message to follow 
him. Therefore, their rejection will be regarded as the first disbelief even before 
the disbelief of the Polytheists in Makkah. Other commentators have interpreted 
the verse to mean that the Jews should not become the first disbelievers from 
amongst the Ahlul Kitab (including Jews and Christians) of Madinah. 

'Do not barter Allah 's verses for a measly price." Certain commentators have 
interpreted this verse to mean that they should believe in Allah's verses and all 
His messengers [including the Holy Prophet ^j ^it J^>] They must 

not refrain from accepting Islam merely for fear of losing some material wealth. 

[ibn Kathir] 

Other commentators have interpreted the verse to mean that they should 
not adulterate their scriptures and should not conceal the truth. They used to do 
this often when others bribed them to do so. [Baydawi] 

"Fear Me only." Fear of Allah is the most effective means whereby people 
can refrain from sin. The command to fear Allah is repeated in this verse due to 
its importance. 

Allama Baydawi Up i^j writes that the first verse (40) addresses the 
general public to adopt the means to Piety (taqwa) (Allah's fear), whereas the 
second (41) applies specifically to the learned scholars because they are required 
to reach the pinnacles of piety (taqwa) (which is denoted by the word "Fattaqun". 

fis Stf ijSS 0\ l^oE ■£ 

(42) Do not confuse the truth with falsehood and knowingly conceal the truth. 

THE TRUTH MUST NOT BE CONCEALED AND MIXED WITH 
FALSEHOOD 

This verse addresses the Jewish scholars, telling them not to confuse the 
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truth with falsehood by inserting their own additions to the divine scriptures. It 
was their practice not to teach the Torah to the masses, and they preserved the 
Torah in scattered leaves, making reference difficult. 

Whenever anyone would seek a ruling from them, they would extract any 
leaf and tell the oerson exactly what he wanted to hear, provided the person paid 
for it. It was also their practice to conceal the description of the Holy Prophet 

Up i»i from the masses. It is for these reasons that Allah cautions them, "Do 

not confuse the truth with falsehood and knowingly conceal the truth. " 

They perpetrated these acts even though they realized that they were 
sinning. 




(43) Establish Salah, pay Zakah and bow (in ruku) with those who bow. 
THE COMMAND TO PERFORM SALAH AND PAY ZAKAH 

The meaning of establishing Salah has already been discussed earlier in 
Surah Al-Baqarah. Many verses mention Salah and Zakah together, since they 
denote physical and financial acts of devotion. Salah inspires a person to turn to 
Allah and instills humility into him. Zakah eradicates miserliness and other evils 
associated with wealth. There are numerous other benefits attached to these two 
acts of worship which the Scholars (Ulama) have elucidated in many books. 

Allah also commands the Bani Isra'il to 'bow (in ruku).) with those who bow." 
This means that they should be particular about performing Salah in 
congregation. One of the greatest virtues of Salah in congregation is that the 
reward for such a Salah is multiplied 27 times. 

Although Salah and Zakah are obligatory for all Muslims, the Jews are 
specifically commanded with these because these two acts of devotion are 
especially effective in eradicating the maladies of love of position and love of 
wealth, both of which were widespread amongst the Jews. 

Other commentators have mentioned that the prayer of the Jews did not 
include the bowing (ruku) posture. Allah therefore impresses upon them to adopt 
the prayer of the muslims, meaning that they should become muslims. 

Scholars (Ulama) have deduced from this verse that it is Wajib (Compulsory) 
to perform Salah in congregation. Even those who say that it is sunnah deeds 
practice by Holy Prophet pJL. 3 2bt JL* have emphasised its importance. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ii reports that the Holy Prophet Up 2bi 
pL-j said, T swear by the Being in whose control is my life! I desire to instruct 
that firewood be gathered. Thereafter, I would instruct that the call or prayer 
(adhan) be given so that that Salah may commence. I will then appoint an Imam 
to lead the Salah and personally set fire to the homes of those who do not attend 
the Salah in congregation/ [Bukhari, v.l, p.89] 

The Holy Prophet ^ & said in another hadith. "If there were no 



Surah Al- Baqarah__2^_44 



51 



An^r-ul^a^ar^vjl^ 



women and children at home, I would lead the Isha Salah and order the youth to 
set fire to the homes of those who do not attend the Salah with congregation/ 

[Mishkdt, p. 97] 

Once after completing the Fajr Salah, the Holy Prophet ^ ju 
inquired from the Companions (Sahabah) ^ & whether a certain person was 
present. When the Companions (Sahabah) &\ replied in the negative, he 
asked about a second person. When it was mentioned that he too was absent, the 
Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up iui said that the Fajr and Isha Salahs are most difficult for 
the Hypocrites (Mundfiqin). He then added, "If you knew the reward for these 
two Salahs, you would come to the Mosque (Masjid) even if you had to crawl. 
Indeed, the first row is the row of the angels. If you knew the reward of standing 
in this row, you would race to stand in it. Undoubtedly, the Salah of two persons 
performing Salah together is better than performing individually Performing 
Salah collectively with two persons is better than performing Salah collectively 
with just one person. Allah likes the congregation of more people 
proportionately more." [Mishkdt p.96] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ said, "I have certainly witnessed 

the time when only the open hypocrite would miss Salah in congregation or an 
ill person. Even the ill would present themselves with the aid of two persons. 
Indeed, the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up h JU> r\as shown us many ways of guidance 
and amongst these is to perform Salah in a Mosque (Masjid) where the adhan is 
given." {Muslim, v.l, p. 232] 

Sayyidina Abu Darda **> narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up iii JU 

said, Satan (Shay tan) will certainly assume control of any three men in a forest or 
town where they do not perform Salah in congregation. So be particular about 
performing Salah in congregation because a wolf devours the lone sheep." 

[Mishkdt p. 96] 

(44) Do you command people with good, forgetting yourselves, whereas you 
recite the Book? Have you no understanding? 

A PREACHER MUST NOT FORGET HIMSELF. 

The Jewish scholars realised that the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up was the 

true Prophet of Allah. Therefore, despite not accepting Islam themselves, they 
sometimes advised their friends or family to accept Islam. 

"Ibn Kathir" and "Durrul Manthur" report from Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Abbas -up &\ that the Holy Prophet <JL- 3 Up &\ JL* once visited an ailing jewish 
youngster who used to be in his attendance. The boy was about to leave this 
world. The Holy Prophet pJL-j U* &\ JU stood at the boy's head side and 
encouraged him to accept Islam The boy looked towards his father, who told 
him, "Obey Abul Qasim (i.e. the Holy Prophet Up & ju)]. The boy then 
accepted Islam. The Prophet ^j^i JL* left the house saying, 'AH praise be to 
Allah, Who saved him from Hell." [Bukhari, v.l, p.181] 
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Besides this incident, there were other occasions when the Jews advised 
others to perform Salah and pay Zakah, without doing it themselves. It is for this 
reason that Allah asks them, "Do you command people with good, forgetting 
yourselves, whereas you recite the Book? Have you no understanding?' 

Although the verse addressed the Jews, it may apply to any person who 
preaches something to people, while he does not practise it himself. This type of 
behaviour is extremely detrimental. 

It has been reported in certain narrations that the example of the learned 
scholar who preaches to others without practising himself, is like the lamp that 
gives light to others while burning itself out. 

THE PUNISHMENT FOR NON-PRACTISING LECTURERS 

Sayyidina Anas bin Malik ^ & reports from the Holy Prophet & J^> 
jJL- j that when he was taken on a tour of the heavens, he saw people whose lips 
were being cut with scissors. When the lips were completely cut, they were 
restored to their normal form, whereafter they were cut again. When the Holy 
Prophet (JL-j Up iii ju* asked Jibril f^J\ Up about the identity of these people, he 
replied, "These are the lecturers of your ummah who instructed people with 
good, but forgot themselves, whereas they recited the Book. Have they no 
understanding?" [Durrul Manthur, vol, p.64, and Mishkat, p. 438] 

Sayyidina Usama bin Zaid A» reports from the Holy Prophet Up & J^> 
(JL- j that a person will be cast into Hell where his innards will emerge from his 
body. He will go around Hell with his entrails hanging out, just like a donkey 
walks about a grinding mill. The people of Hell will gather around him asking, 
"What had happened to you? Did you not enjoin us to do good and forbid us 
from evil?" He will reply, "I enjoined you to do good without doing it myself, 
and I forbade you from evil whereas I perpetrated them myself" [Muslim, v.2, 
p.412] 

Note: The above verse denotes that a person should enjoin good and forbid 
evil (Amr bil Ma'rufWan Nahy Anil Munkar), together with making an effort to 
practise on whatever one is preaching. It does not mean that one should discard 
enjoining good and forbidding evil if one is not practising on the good and 
refraining from the evil. This should be understood well. 

(45) Seek assistance with patience and Salah. Without doubt, this is difficult, 
except for the humble ones; (46) Those who are convinced that they will meet 
their Lord, and that they will return to Him. 

SEEKING ASSISTANCE BY MEANS OF PATIENCE AND SALAH. 

The Arabic word "sabr" {translated above as "patience") has the following 
three meanings: 
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2. Being steadfast on the performance of deeds, especially the 
Para'idh and Wajibat. 

2. Completely abstaining from sin, 

3. Being patient whe. t afflicted by adversities. 

People are generally only conversant with the third meaning. All these 
forms of patience (sabr) draw Allah's assistance. The carnal soul is generally not 
prepared to carry out the devotions prescribed by the Islamic Laws (Shari'ah). 
Therefore, a person has to exercise patience (sabr) by proceeding with the act. 
Then too, the carnal self will not want to perform the act properly. Again 
patience (sabr) will be required to ensure that the act is done properly. 

Acts like fasting and jihad (religious war) require an excessive amount of 
'sabr/ Salah is the greatest form of physical worship which also demands a high 
level of patience (sabr) This is so because Salah actively involves both the 
outward and the inward dispositions of a person, which is difficult for the carnal 
self. 

Sayyidina Hudhaifa ^ &\ reports that he returned to the presence of the 
Holy Prophet ^4^^ J^> after completing a responsibility during the battle of 
Ahzab. He says that the Holy Prophet pJL- 3 Up &\ was then engaged in Salah 
because he always resorted to Salah when faced with any adversities. 

Sayyidina Ali ^ &\ rep rts that the Holy Prophet ^jUpi engaged 
in Salah on the eve of the battle of Badr while everyone else was sound asleep. 
He supplicated to Allah the entire night till dawn. [Ibn Kathir. v.l, p.87] 

Allama Ibn Kathir i>j reports from Ibn Jarir that the verse "Seek 

assistance with patience and SaldAi" is addressed to the learned scholars of the Jews. 
They are encouraged to seek assistance from Allah so that they can forsake their 
passion for wealth and honour, submit to Allah and accept Islam. They should 
then exercise patience if they have to lose any part of their material possessions 
in the process. 

Allama Ibn Kathir aJ* & also mentions that the command to seek 
assistance with patience (sabr) and Salah applies to all people, even though the 
Jews have been addressed in the verse, [v.l, p. 88] 

THE IMPORTANCE OF SALAH 

Salah involves the internal and external body. The external body must be 
pure and well covered, acts which require money to be spent. This lends a 
financial aspect to Salah, making it a form of iinaiv ial act of devotion as well. 
Salah entails devoting one's attention to the act, while fighting off the attacks of 
Devil (Shay tan). The person performing Salah enters into direct conversation with 
Allah while reciting the Qur'an and attesting to Allah's Oneness. 

In Salah, a person is constantly fighting his carnal desires by abstaining 
from eating, drinking, speaking and walking about. By being devoted to Salah 
and paying heed to performing the Obligatory prayers (Faraidh), Compulsory 
prayers (Wajibat), Sunan (Practice of Holy Prophet 4* & J^> (Sunan) (plural of 
Sunnah) add Supererogatory prayers (Nawafil), one will attain Allah's assistance 
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and draw His mercy. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF HUMILITY 

'Without doubt, this (Salah) t is difficult, except for the humble ones." Humility 
entails submitting the heart after which the other limbs will also be submissive. 
Those who perform their Sarah with this quality truly enjoy their Salah and 
cannot bear to miss it. Those who attain this quality are truly successful. 

Allah says in Surah Mu'minun, "The believers have truly succeeded. (They are) 
Those who are humble in their Salah." [verses I and 2] 

People exert themselves greatly in acquiring the things of this world. There 
are those who even work for 18 hours daily. However, they consider the 
performance of two rakahs of Salah to be too difficult. Even if they have to 
perform Salah, their minds are so involved in their worldly activities that they 
cannot hope to attain humility. 

WHO ARE THE HUMBLE ONES? 

Allah describes the humble as "Those who are convinced that they will meet 
their Lord (after death), and that they will return to Him [on the Day of Judgment 
(Qiyamah)]." The person who is convinced of the above will never miss any 
Salah, never delay its performance and will perform it properly. 

If Allah accepts a person's Salah, He will accept all their other deeds as well. 
However, if it is rejected, all the other deeds will also be rejected. If a person 
realises this, together with the conviction that he will be immensely rewarded 
and that it will guarantee his success in the Hereafter, then he will ensure that he 
performs it properly. Without this realisation, he will find two rakahs of Salah 
too difficult for him. 

Sayyidina Ammar bin Yasir reports from the Holy Prophet At J^> 

that some people only receive a tqnth, a nineth, an eighth, a seventh, a 
sixth, a fifth, a quarter, a third or a half of the reward for their Salah. [At Targhib 
mat Tarhib, v.2, p.341] 



This deficiency in reward is due to the lack of sincerity and humility in their 
Salah. 



(47) O children of Isra'Il, call to mind My favour that I bestowed upon you and 
that I preferred you above the universe. (48) Fear the day when one soul will not 
avail another in the least, no intercession will be accepted, no ransom will taken, 
and they will not be helped. 
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THE SELFISHNESS OF PEOPLE ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT 
(QIYAMAH) 

Allah reiterates the command to recall His favours on the Bani Isra'il. Allah 
tells them, "I had granted you preference above the universe." Allah accorded this 
virtue to the forefathers of the Bani Isra'il who were-the Prophets (Anbiya) 
r *>Ui or other pious people who always adhered to the true Din (Religion) and 
worshipped Allah only. Allah had preferred them above all those existing in 
their respective eras. 

The Holy Prophet pJL-j &\ is the best of all the Prophet (Anbiya) r *>LJt Up 
and his ummah followers is the best of all ummahs, as Allah says "You are the 
best of ummahs" [Surah Al Imran, verse 110]. Allah also says in verse 142 of Surah Al- 
Baqarah, "Thus we have made you such a group that is moderate in nature" 

The Bani Isra'il were the best in their respective times because they followed 
the teachings of the Prophets (Anbiya) ^LJ\ However, they adulterated their 
scriptures and even rejected the apostleship of the Holy Prophet 3 «Op &\ 
despite being convinced of the fact that he was really Allah's messenger. In doing 
so, they destroyed the credibility that Allah granted them and earned Allah's 
wrath. 

The Jews were jealous of the fact that the final messenger should be from the 
Arabs and not from them. This, coupled with love for wealth and honour 
prevented them from accepting the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up h as Allah's 
Prophet. Allah informs them in the Qur'an that they should not pay so much 
attention to the things of this world because these will not help them on the Day 
of Judgment (Qiyamah). 

Allah informs them, "Fear the day when no soul will not avail another in the least 
no intercession will be accepted, no ransom will taken, and they will not be helped. " 

ONLY THOSE WHOM ALLAH PERMITS WILL BE ABLE TO 
INTERCEDE ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT (QIYAMAH) 

Intercession will only be accepted from those whom Allah permits, and only 
on behalf of those whom Allah permits. No intercession will be permitted on 
behalf of the Disbelievers (kuffar). 

Allah says in Surah Mnddaththir, "The intercession of an intercessor will not 
profit them (the Disbelievers)." [verse f 48] 

Allah says in verse 109 of Surah TaHa, "On that day intercession will only 
benefit those whom the Beneficent (Rahman) permits and whose speech He is pleased 

with." * 

Verse 255 of Surah Al-Baqarah reads, "Who is there that can intercede by Him 
save with His permission?" 

None will be able to save another from Allah's punishment on the Day of 
Judgment (Qiyamah) even if they possess all the material wealth of the universe. 

Allah says in verse 91 of Surah Al Imran, "Verily those who disbelieve and die 
£s disbelievers, the earth full of gold shall never be accepted from any of them if they ever 
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wish to offer it as ransom. Theirs shall be a painful chastisement and they shall have no 
helpers. " 

Allah says in Surah Ma'idah [verse 36], "Indeed those who disbelieve, if they 
possessed all within the earth and the like thereof in addition to ransom themselves from 
the punishment of the Day of Judgment, it will not be accepted from them. Theirs shall be 
a painful punishment" 



^ jy* fig & *&l 4 j ^ 6^^j 



(49) When .We rescued you from the people of Pharaoh (Fir'aun), who inflicted a 
terrible punishment upon you by slaughtering your sons and preserving the 
lives of your daughters. Therein was a great trial for you from your Lord. 

THE OPPRESSION SUFFERED B>Y THE BANI ISRA'IL IN EGYPT 

In the above verse, Allah makes mention of a great boon that He bestowed 
on the Bani lsra'il. They suffered great prejudice because of their foreign 
nationality and were treated worse than slaves. However, Allah sent Sayyidina 
Musa ^LJ\ <uLp and his brother Sayyidina Harun fiLJ\ a-Ip as messengers to Pharaoh 
(Fir'aun). They preached to Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his people, and even won a 
contest against the great magicians of the time, who subsequently believed in 
Allah. 

When Sayyidina Musa ^ led the Bani lsra'il out of Egypt, they were 
pursued by Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and, his army. However, Allah made Pharaoh 
(Fir'aun) and his entire army drown in the sea, thereby rescuing the Bani lsra'il 
from his oppression, which they had suffered for over 400 years long years. 

Another meaning of the Arabic word 'balk' (translated above as trial") is a 
'prize' or a 'favour.' If this translation is used, it would mean that their rescue 
from Pharaoh (Fir'aun) was a tremendous prize or favour from Allah. 

It has been mentioned that Pharaoh (Fir'aun) saw in a dream (or was told by 
fortune-tellers) that a youth from the Bani lsra'il will destroy his kingdom. It was 
due to this reason that he undertook to slay all the boys born of the Bani lsra'il. 
Although Sayyidina MuSa was born during the period when this 

infanticide was taking place. Allah ensured his safety even though he grew up in 
Pharaoh's (Fir'auns)' palace. 



(50) When We split the sea for you and drowned the people of Pharaoh 
(Fir'aun) while you watched. 
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THE BANI ISRA'IL CROSS THE SEA WHEREAS PHARAOH 
(flR'AUN) AND HIS ARMY ARE DROWNED 

Some historians have mentioned that Pharaoh's (Fir'aun) name was Walid, 
while others say that it was Musa. However, he was extremely tyrannical and 
hailed from the Ad [the nation of Sayyidina Hud r ^LJ\ Up]. He ruled Egypt and 
claimed divinity. 

Allah instructed Sayyidina Musa pLJ\ <Op to leave Egypt one night: with the 
Bani Isra'il so that none comes to know. However. Pharaoh (Fir'aun) received 
intelligence of this and mustered a large army to pursue them. 

As day broke, the Bani Isra'il saw this army on their heels and feared being 
apprehended. However, Sayyidina Musa f *>LJ> assured them that Allah was 
with him and would come to their assistance. Consequently, Allah ordered 
Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ Up to strike his staff on the sea that was before them. When 
he did so, the waters cleaved into twelve roads, each being bordered by 
mountainous walls of water. 

The Bani Isra'il crossed over safely. When Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his army 
attempted to cross, Allah closed the roads, causing the water to come crashing 
down upon them. All this took place before the Bani Isra'il. Therefore, Allah says 
to the Bani Isra'il that He 'drowned the people of Pharaoh (Fir'aun) while you 
watched.' 

As he was being drowned, Pharaoh (Fir'aun) declared his belief in Allah. 
Allah says in Surah Yunus, "Till (the time came when) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) began to 
drown,, he said, I believe that there is no deity except Him Whom the Bani Isra'il believe 
and I am from those who surrender." 

Thereupon Allah told him, "Do you believe now? When you were disobedient 
before and amongst the corrupters? Today We shall preserve you with your body to be 
sign for those after you." [verses 90, 91 and 92] 

A detailed account of the Bani Isra'il and Pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) drowning is 
mentioned in Surahs TaHa, Shu'ara and Dukhan. 




(51) When We promised Musa f%J» Up forty nights, then you took to worship 
the calf after him, and you were oppressors. (52) Thereafter We pardoned you so 
that you may be grateful. 



I SAYYIDINA MUSA Up GOES TO MOUNT TUR AND THE BANI 
1 ISRA'IL BEGIN TO WORSHIP THE CALF. 

After crossing the sea, the Bani Isra'il reached a plain from where they were 
Jto leave for Palestine. However, due to their disobedience (which is mentioned in 
i verses 20 to 26 of Surah Ma'idah) they were made to wander in circles in a single 
Iplain for 40 years. During this period, Allah granted Sayyidina Musa <OLJ Up the 
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Torah. 

To receive the Torah, Allah summoned Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ u* to Mount 
Tur, where he was required to seclude himself and fast for thirty days. After the 
thirtieth day, Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ <M brushed his teeth with a Miswak, due to 
which the smell of fasting was removed from his mouth. 

The Holy Prophet (JL. j Up i»i mentioned that the smell from the mouth of 
a fasting person is more beloved to Allah than the smell of musk. [Bukhari] When 
this smell vanished, Sayyidina Musa (OLJi Up was commanded to fast for another 
ten days. In this way, he spent forty nights on the mountain. Verse 142 of Surah 
Araf clearly mentions that the thirty days were extended to forty. 

SAMIRIYY (SAMIRI) MOULDS A CALF FROM GOLD JEWELLERY, 
WHICH THE BANI LSRA'IL BEGAN TO WORSHIP. 

Before the Bani lsra'il left Egypt, they borrowed Jewellery from the Copts 
This 'Jewellery' was still in their possession after they crossed the sea. A 
goldsmith amongst them, by the name of Samiriyy (Sdmiri) , gathered all this 
Jewellery when Sayyidina Musa f^LJ\ U* left for Mount Tur (Sinai). He then 
moulded this Jewellery into the shape of a calf. 

Thereafter he placed sand into the mouth of the calf, which enabled the calf ?' 
to make pounds. He collected this sand from beneath the hooves of Jibr'Il's f 
<v>LJi steed. Allah had made the sand (the life giving power) such that it could I 
have the effect of giving off a sound from the calf. When the Bani lsra'il saw this | 
golden calf making sounds, they were extremely impressed and, because they f 
had become accustomed to idol worship in Egypt, they said to each other, "This ; 
is your Lord and the Lord of Musa, but he forgot (that our Lord is here, so he went to 
speak to Him on Mount Tur). " [Surah TaHa verse 88] J: 

Surah TaHa also mentions the following: "Harun ^>LJ Up definitely told then § 
before, 'Oh my people! You are merely being tested therewith. Without doubt, your Lori% 
is the Beneficent (Rahman), so follow me and obey me. They replied 'We shall certainly ; 
remain devoted to it (the calf) till Musa returns to us." [verses 90 and 91] 

S AMIRYY (SAMIRI) IS CURSED AND THE CALF IS BURNT. 

When Sayyidina Musa <OLJ Up returned, he was extremely angry to learni 
what had transpired. After questioning Samiryy (Sdmiri), he told him, "Go! Yourl 
punishment in this world shall be that you wander around saying 'Do not touch!" 
[Surah TaHa, verse 97] As a result of this, whenever Samiryy (Sdmiri) touched 
anyone, or was touched by anyone, both persons would be afflicted by a severe 
fever. 

Thereafter, Sayyidina Musa f&J\ U* told him, "Look at your deity that p 
remained so devoted to. We will surely bum it and then scatter it well in the ocean. Yo$ 
deity is only Allah, besides Whom there is no other deity. His knowledge encompass* 
everything. " [Surah TaHa verses 96 and 97] 

The ensuing verses will discuss the part of the verse where Allah says 
"Thereafter We pardoned you so that you may be grateful" 
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(53) When We gave Musa the Book and the Criterion so that you may be rightly 
guided. 

THE BOUNTY OF THE TORAH. 

One of the greatest bounties that Allah bestowed on the Bani Isra'il was that 
He granted them the Torah. Allah says about the Torah in Surah An' am, "Then 
\\Je gave Musa the Book whereby the favour was completed for those who did good and 
which contained the details of everything. And it was a guidance and a mercy so that 
they become convinced of meeting their Lord, "[verse 154] 

The Torah is also described as the "Criterion" i.e. the discerner between right 
and wrong. Some commentators have mentioned that this means that the Torah 
differentiated between permissible (halal) and prohibited (hardm). Both the above 
interpretations are applicable because the Torah was an embodiment of all this. 

Other commentators have mentioned that the "Criterion" refers to Sayyidina 
Musa's 4* miracles, which serves to substantiate his Risalat (prophethood). 
All the bounties that were given to Sayyidina Musa (*>LJ may also be called 
the bounties of the Bani Isra'il because Sayyidina Musa (%^>\ was their Prophet 
and was also one of them. However, instead of being grateful for all these 
bounties, the Bani Isra'il were ungrateful and, instead of being guided, they took 
the path of deviation. 

4#r j; £\ c& ie p % #S p& B» &s & 

(54) When Musa told his people, "Oh my people! You have certainly oppressed 
your souls by taking the calf as your deity. So turn in repentance to your Creator 
and slay yourselves. That is best for you in the sight of your Creator/' Then. 
Allah will accept your repentance. In deed, He is the Most Pardoning, the Most 
Merciful. 

THE REPENTANCE OF THOSE WHO WORSHIPPED THE CALF 
AND THE COMMAND TO EXECUTE EACH OTHER. 

Sayyidina Musa f%J\ Up became very angry when he saw such a large 
number of people worshipping the calf He therefore advised them to mend their 
ways and repent to Allah. Surah A'raf mentions, "When they regretted and realized 
that they were astray, they said, If our Lord does not show mercy to us and forgive us, we 
will certainly be of the losers. " [verse 149] 

As a form of expressing their repentance Allah commanded that tixbie of 
them who did not worship the calf should execute those who did worship the 




calf. Commentators mention that when the family and friends of the executors 
came before them to be executed, they hesitated. Therefore, Allah sent a heavy 
cloud to envelope them so that none could recognise the other. 

Executions took place the entire day until the evening. Sayyidina Musa and 
Harun ^ engaged in praying to Allah, after which the cloud was lifted and 
the repentance accepted. By then, 70,000 people had already been executed. 
Although all those who worshipped the calf were not executed, Allah pardoned 
all of them due to the execution of the 70,000. [Baydawi, Von Kathir] 

The phrase "So turn in repentance to your Creator" tells them that they were 
foolish to ignore the Being Who created them and to worship a lifeless calf. The 
penalties imposed in this world are much lighter than the eternal punishment of 
the Hereafter. Losing one's life in this world in lieu of eternal salvation is indeed 
a cheap bargain. Referring to this, Sayyidina Musa (OLJi Up told them. "That is best f 
for you in the sight of your Creator. " I 

It is indeed Allah's great boon to the ummah (followers) of the Holy? 
Prophet <JL-j Up i»i that their repentance was accepted, they were merely 
required to repent sincerely, to resolve never to repeat the sin, and to fulfill the 
rights due to Allah and to fellow men. The doors of repentance are open to them 
even if they perpetrate the worst of sins like infidelity (Kufr) and Polytheism 
(shirk). 



(55) When you said, "Oh Musa! We shall never believe you till we openly see 
Allah." So a thunderbolt struck you while you watched. (56) Then We revived 
you after your deaths so that you could be grateful. 

THE INSOLENCE OF THE BANI ISRA'IL WHEN THEY ASKED TC 
SEE ALLAH IN THIS WORLD. 

After the incident of the calf, another crime that the Bani Isra'il committee 
was that they contested the authenticity of Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ They tolc 
him that they will never believe that Allah truly gave him the Tor ah until Allah 
personally told them that the Torah was from Him. With Allah's permissior 
Sayyidina Musa f%^\ <4p selected seventy of their leaders and after instructing 
them to fast and to be physically pure, he took them to Mount Tur. 

When they heard Allah confirm the divine origin of the Torah, they wef ; 
not satisfied. They then said, "Oh Musa! We shall never believe you till we openly # 
Allah. " As a result of their insolence, Allah caused a flash of lightning to bur 
them to cinders. 

Sayyidina Musa Up became concerned about the fact that the Bar: 
Isra'il would accuse him for the deaths of their leaders. Therefore, he prayed M 
Allah to bring them back to life. Allah says, "Then We revived you after your deatl 
so that you could he grateful" 
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(57) We shaded you with the clouds and sent manna and salwa to you. "Eat 
from the pure things that We have provided for you." They never oppressed Us, 
but only oppressed themselves. 

THE BANI ISRA'IL WERE SHADED BY CLOUDS IN THE PLAIN OF 
TIH AND WERE SUSTAINED WITH MANNA AND SALWA FROM 
THE HEAVENS. 

The Bani Isra'il used to grow extremely tired as they walked in circles on the 
plain of Tih. Because of the Supplication (du'd) of Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ U*, Allah 
caused a cloud to shade them all the time. The cloud would travel with them 
wherever they went, giving them comfort from the intense heat. Since they were 
unable to earn a living because of their perpetual travels, Allah also provided 
food for them in the form of manna and salwa: 

WHAT IS MANNA? 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas & has mentioned that manna was 
some type of food that descended on trees at night. In the mornings, they used to 
collect as much as they needed. Sayyidina Mujahid Up i»i says that it was type 
of sweetmeat. 

Sayyidina Ikrima ii is of the opinion that it was similar to thick 
marrow. Sayyidina Qatadah *ip & has mentioned that manna would descend 
like ice, which was whiter than milk and sweeter than honey. It would come to 
them from the break of dawn till sunrise. Each person was allowed to take as 
much as one required for the day. Whatever extra they took would putrefy. 
However, on Fridays they collected all they needed for that Friday and the 
Saturday that followed. [Ibn Kathir.] 

The Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up JU> has mentioned that Ajwa (a type of date that 
is grown in Madinah) is one of the fruits of Heaven (Jannah) and is even a cure 
for poisoning. He also mentioned that mushrooms are manna, and that the water 
of a mushroom is an effective cure for the eyes. [Tirmidhi and the second part has been 
narrated in Bukhari, v.2, p.43] . 

This means that mushrooms are products of the manna which was given to 
the Bani Isra'il. The narrator of the above hadith Sayyidina Abu Hurairah & 
^ reports that his slave girl was cured of weak sightedness when he put the 
juice of a mushroom into her eyes. 

WHAT IS SALWA? 

Salwa was a type of bird that resembled the partridge. Allah caused an 
abundance of salwa to come with the winds to the Bani Isra'il. They would catch 
foem easily, slaughter them and prepare them for meals. The Bani Isra'il were 
instructed not to slaughter more than they required but they did not comply 
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with the instruction. When they tried to eat the stored manna and salwa the 
following day, they would find that it had already putrefied and was inedible. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah &\ reports that the Holy Prophet ^ &\ 
(J- j said, "If it were not for the Bani Isra'il, food would never putrefy and give off 
an offensive odour. If it were not for Hawwa no woman would have 

betrayed her husband. " [Bukhari, v.l, p469] 

Because of their lack of trust in Allah, the Bani Isra'il stored the food for 
future use. They were punished for this by the spoiling of their foods. It was 
from then only that foods began to putrefy. 

Sayyidah Kawwa f%J» i*ip was the first woman to betray her husband by 
encouraging him to eat from the forbidden tree. As a result, her progeny tend to 
follow in her footsteps. [Mirqat] 



(58) When We said, "Enter this town and eat as much as you desire and from 
wherever you please. Enter the door with your heads lowered, saying, 'We seek 
forgiveness/ We will then pardon your sins. We shall soon grant more to those 
who do good." (59) The oppressors altered the words to that which they were not 
commanded so We sent a punishment from the heavens upon the oppressors 
because of their disobedience. 



THE COMMAND TO ENTER A TOWN IN HUMILITY, THE 
IMPUDENCE OF THE BANI ISRA'IL, AND THE RESULTANT 
PUNISHMENT 



Some commentators say that the town referred to in the above verse is 
Baitul Muqaddas, while others are of the opinion that it was a place called Ariha 
(Jericho). Allama Ibn Kathir ibi ^ writes that the first opinion is more 
accurate. The above incident occurred during the Risalat (prophethood) of 
Sayyidina Yusha bin Nun Up, not during the lifetime of Sayyidina Musa 

During the lifetime of Sayyidina Musa f^LJi Up, the Bani lsra'il were 
commanded to wage jihad (religious war) against the Amaliqa (a powerful nation 
who were the descendants of the Ad) to secure entry into Baitul Muqaddas. 
However, they refused, as denoted in the following verses of Surah Ma'idah: /: 
"They said, 'Oh Musa, honestly a tyrannical nation live there. Surely we shall nevtf ., 
enter there till they leave. If they leave the land' then only shall we enter. " [verse 22\ j 
They also added, "Oh Musa, we shall never ever enter there as long as they are present 
there. So you and your Lord both go and fight. We shall remain sitting here, "[verse 24]. 
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As a resultof this, "(Allah declared) Undoubtedly this land is forbidden to them 
for forty years. They will wander bewildered in the earth/' [Surah Ma'idah, verse 26]. 
Therefore, they never entered Baitul Muqaddas till forty years later under the 
leadership of Sayyidina Yusha bin Noon f%Jt aJU, after the demise of Sayyidina 
Musa ^ 

They then overpowered the Amaliqa and, as a token of repentance, Allah 
instructed them saying, "Enter this town and eat as much as you desire and from 
wherever you please. Enter the door with your heads lowered, saying. 'We seek 
forgiveness.' We will then pardon your sins. We shall soon grant more to those who do 
good" 

However, they again failed to comply. Allah says that they "altered the words 
to that which they were not commanded" Consequently, instead of entering with 
their heads bowed down, they entered dragging their posteriors on the ground, 
as children do. They did this mockingly and, instead of saying "Hittatun" 
(translated above as "We seek forgiveness", they said the word 'hintatun fi 
sha'iratin" (a grain of wheat in the ear). [Bukhari, v2,m, p.643] 

As a result of their gross insolence, Allah 'Sent a punishment from the heavens 
upon the oppressors due to their disobedience. " This punishment was a plague which 
killed 70,000 of them at once. 

The Holy Prophet pJL- j ^ & J-** said that plagues are a form of punishment 
by which Allah punished those in bygone times. [Ibn Kathir] 

A believer (Mumin) should always turn his attention to Allah and be 
humble before Him, especially when He bestows His grace. Upon the conquest 
of Makkah, the Holy Prophet (JL- j Up &\ entered Makkah in humility and then, 
during midmorning, performed eight rakahs of Salah in Umm Hani's i** ^ 
house. 

Allama Ibn Kathir aJlp 2bt i^j writes that some Scholars (Ulama) say that these 
eight rakahs were the Saldtud Dhuha (Salah perform at daytime), whereas others say 
that it was Salatul Fatah (i.e. a Salah of victory). They say that it is best for a 
Muslim leader to perform these eight rakahs whenever he conquers any place. 
Sayyidina Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas &\ performed this Salah when he 

conquered Persia. [Ibn Kathir, v.l. p. 99] 

(60) When Musa sought water for his people, We told him, "Strike the stone 
with your staff" Then twelve, springs gushed forth from there. Every group 
knew their place of drinking. "Eat and drink from Allah's provision and do not 
spread corruption on earth." 

WATER IS PRODUCED FROM A STONE FOR THE B ANI ISRA'lL 

The Bani Isra'il required water when they were on the plain of Tih. They 
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therefore requested Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ Up to pray to Allah for some water. 
Allah says, "When Musa sought water for his people, We told him, 'Strike the stone 
with your staff Then twelve springs gushed forth from there. "Allama Baghawi & ^ 
Up reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas <up & that the stone was small 
and squared, which Sayyidina Musa Up kept in a bag. Whenever the Bani 
lsra'il required water, Sayyidina Musa ftA-Ji U^ would strike the stone, after 
which water would gush forth. When they had taken their share of water, 
Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ Up would pick up the stone and put it back in his bag. 

"Every group (tribe) knew their place of drinking. " Allah truly favoured them 
by granting the manna, salwa and sufficient water. Allah told them, "Eat and 
drink from Allah' :> provision and do not spread corruption on earth." Murder, anarchy 
and disobedience of Allah's orders constitute the greatest forms of corruption on 
earth. 




(61) When you said, "Oh Musa! We can never tolerate one type of food. Pray to 
your Lord on our behalf, (asking Him) to extract for us what the earth produces/' 
its greens, cucumbers, wheat, lentils and onions." Musa (OLJ» Up said, "Do you 
wish to receive what is inferior in exchange for that which is superior? Go down 
to any town and you will find what you ask for. Humiliation and poverty were 
stamped on them, and they became deserving of Allah's wrath. This was 
because they disbelieved in Allah's verses and used to kill the Prophets 
(Anbiya) unlawfully. This was because of their disobedience and transgression. 

THE BANI LSRA'IL COMPLAIN THAT THEY CANNOT TOLERATE 
ONLY ONE TYPE OF FOOD AND DEMAND TO EAT VEGETABLES. 

Its natural that a man soon tires of the same type of diet. The same occurred 
to the Bani lsra'il who received the same manna and salwa twice daily. It was for 
this reason that they complained to Sayyidina Musa f%Ji *Jk What they should 
have done was to recall the appalling conditions which they suffered in Egypt 
where they could not utter a word when their children were being slaughtered. It 
was appropriate for them to be grateful for the food, thinking that Allah Who 
delivered them from the intense hardships was giving it to them. 

However, tfiey seemed not to appreciate Allah's bounty and complained to 
Sayyidina Musa <OLJ Up, saying, "Oh Miisa! We can never tolerate one type of food 
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Pray to your Lord on our behalf ('asking Him) to extract for us what the earth produces, 
from its greens, cucumbers, wheat, lentils and onions/' 

Their mode of address was most contemptuous because they spoke as if 
Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ Up and his Lord had placed them in a situation of difficulty. 
They spoke as if Allah was not their Lord, but only the Lord of Sayyidina Musa 
r %Ji Up. Therefore, they demanded that he resolve the issue. They failed to 
realise that the situation that they now faced was immeasurably better than their 
previous situation of slavery and degradation. 

When people become accustomed to degradation and humiliation, they do 
not appreciate honour and respect. They desire only to fulfil their carnal 
pleasures, irrespective of the degradation involved. 

THE DISPLEASURE OF SAYYIDINA MUSA f *Ji 

When the Bani Isra'il made the request they did, "Musa aJLp said, 'Do you 
wish to receive what is inferior in exchange for that which is superior (and which is 
acquired without any effort,)? Go down to any town and you will find what you ask for". 

The Arabic word 'fum' (translated above as "wheat") may also be translated as 
'garlic' according to the language, of the Banu Hashim, as related by Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Abbas Up &\ jl^,. Sayyidina Mujahid Up ii ^ has also translated it 
as 'garlic/ Imam Bukhari Up i\ ^ has reported from certain Scholars (Ulama) 
that the word refers to any grains that are eaten whole. [Ibn Kathir, v.l, p. 101] 

DEGRADATION AND POVERTY FOR THE JEWS 

"Humiliation and poverty were stamped on them" Despite their 
immense wealth, the Jews always hanker after more, and they have always been 
trampled upon by other nations. The author of "Ma'alimut Tanzil writes, "The 
Jews will always be poor even though they possess abundant wealth. It is 
mentioned that humiliation also refers to the poverty of the heart. From all the 
denominations of Din (Religion), you will find that the Jews are the greediest and 
most disgraced people." 

One will notice that the Jews are prepared to give their lives for wealth and 
will fall ill if any harm came to their wealth. This reflects bankruptcy of the heart. 

THE JEWS DESERVE ALLAH'S WRATH BECAUSE THEY 
MURDERED THE PROPHETS (ANBIYA) P *J» 

Allah continues, to say, "and they became deserving of Allah's wrath. This was 
because they disbelieved in Allah 's verses and used to kill the Prophets (Anbiya) 
>XJi unlawfully. This was because of their disobedience and transgression." Although 
murder is always unlawful, Allah mentions the word "unlawfully" because the 
killing of the Prophets (Anbiya) <OLJi r ^ was even accepted by them as being 
wrong. Another reason for it being mentioned is that none of them ever regretted 
this behaviour. 

Ibn Kathir a* iui ^ reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ 
that the Bani Isra'il would kill three hundred Prophets (Anbiya) pLJ\ in the 
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morning, and then proceed to the bazars to transact business as if nothing had 
happened. Sayyidina Zakariyya and Yahya f%J» Up were amongst the more 
famous Prophet (Anbiya) f*~J\ whom the Bani lsra'il assassinated. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas & ^ reports from the Prophet &\ 
■jJL- j that the persons who will be most severely punished on the Day of Judgment 
(Qiyamah) will be: 

03 The person who killed a Prophet. 

03 The person who was killed by a Prophet. 

ffll The person who killed any one of his parents. 

G9l The person who makes pictures. 

EQf The learned religious scholar who does not benefit from his 
knowledge. [Mishkat p. 378] 

A QUESTION REGARDING THE RULE OF THE JEWS 

Since the Jews have seized control of some land, certain unenlightened 
people have raised the question regarding the authenticity of the Qur'anic 
prophesy that they will never establish any rule for themselves. It should firstly 
be understood that the Qur'an did not make such a statement. In fact, Surah Al 
lmran also makes an exception to their state of humiliation, when Allah says, 
"Disgrace has been smitten upon them wherever they found except by the rope from 
Allah and the rope from man." [verse 112] 

An example of the "rope from Allah" will be when a Jew grows old and does 
not fight the Muslims because of his engagement in worship. In this case, the 
Muslims will leave him untouched. 

An example of the "rope from man" will be when Muslims enter into a peace 
treaty with the Jews, or when they are accorded temporary respect because of 
their alliance with a powerful nation. It is obvious that the Jewish state is only 
existing because of the support of certain Christians countries, without whom it 
cannot survive. 



(62) Verily those who believe, the Jews, the Christians and the Sabians who 
believe in Allah and the Last Day, and who carry out good deeds, theirs will be a 
reward by their Lord. There shall be no fear on them, nor shall they grieve. 



ONLY BELIEF (MAN) AND GOOD DEEDS ARE THE CRITERIA 
FOR SALVATION 





The disgrace and humiliation that has been imposed on the Jews because of 
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their transgression is not exclusive to them. Similarly, no nation can claim that 
salvation in the Hereafter and rewards are exclusively for them. Acceptance by 
Allah and salvation in the Hereafter can be attained by any person who 
possesses Belief (Iman). 

The definition of Belief (Iman) also varies according to the times. For 
example, the Belief (Iman) of the Jews during the time of Sayyidina Musa Up 
was that they believed in Sayyidina Musa f%Ji Up and the Torah after believing 
in Allah. Similarly, the Belief (Iman) of the Christians during the time of 
Sayyidina Isa f%Jt ^ w &s to believe in him, the Injil and whatever laws he 
propagated as part of his Shari'ah. These people would then be deserving of 
salvation in the Hereafter. However, those who altered his Dm (Religion) did not 
remain believers with Belief ( Iman) Since the Jews in the time of Sayyidina Isa Up 
f^Ui refused to believe in him, they also became Disbelievers (kuffar). 

THE UNIVERSAL RISALSAT (PROPHETHOOD) OF THE HOLY 
PROPHET Up ill J*>. 

Finally, Sayyidina Muhammad jJL. j Up &\ JU> was sent as a Prophet to the 
world. Sayyidina Isa (%Ji Up told his followers about the Holy Prophet's Up ii JU> 
f jL-j advent, as mentioned in Surah Saff [verse 6], where he says, "And I convey to 
you the glad tidings of a messenger to come after me, whose name is Ahmad" 

Allah says in Surah Araf, "Those who follow the unlettered messenger and 
Prophet that they find written with them in the Torah and Injil "[verse 157] 

Therefore, it is imperative for the followers of the previous Prophet (Anbiya) 
r %ji ^ to also follow the Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 Up i»i ju. Allah says in verse 85 of 
Surah Al Imran, "Whosoever seeks a Din (Religion) besides Islam, it shall never be 
accepted from him, and he will be amongst the losers in the Hereafter." 

Every person who existed in the world since the advent of the Holy Prophet 
fJLj Up as well as every person still to be born till Judgment day (Qiyamah) 

has to accept the Din (Religion) brought by the Holy Prophet Up & J^>. 

Verse 158 of Surah Araf states, "Say [Oh Muhammad jJL. ^ Up &\ JU] Oh people! 
Verily I am Allah 's messenger to all of you" 

Allah says in Surah Fatir [verse 28], "We have sent you as a warner and bearer of 
glad tidings to the whole of mankind, but most people do not know. " 

Therefore since the advent of the Holy Prophet jJL- 5 Up ibi JU>, the success of 
every Jew, Christian, Sabian, etc depends solely on following him. After 
understanding the foregoing explanation, one will easily grasp the proper 
meaning of the verse being discussed. The verse means that if any Jew, Christian 
or Sabian believes in the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up &\ JL* as Allah's final messenger, 
believes in imminence of the Day of Resurrection (Qiyamah). and verbally attests 
to this, then one will attain salvation in the Hereafter. Together with this, one 
must also perform good deeds according to the way which the Holy Prophet JU» 
Up &\ showed. 

MEANINGLESS CALL FOR RELIGIOUS UNITY. 

The foregoing passage has been expressly written for the benefit of our 
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present-day heretics who call for religious unity. Many of them say (Allah 
forbid!) that belief in Allah and the Day of Resurrection (Qiyamah) is sufficient to 
secure one s salvation, even though one does not enter into the fold of Islam. 
They substantiate their stand by claiming that the above verse declares salvation 
for the person who merely believes 'in Allah and the Last Day. They say that 
belief in the Holy Prophet ^L-j Up JL* is not necessary to qualify' one for this 
honour. 

They merely say this to beguile others. What they do not inform people of is 
that belief in Allah does not merely mean belief in the Being of Allah, whereafter 
one may worship Him as he pleases. Allah's worship must be carried out in the 
manner demonstrated by the Holy Prophet JL>. 

How can belief in Allah be true when people are worshipping idols and 
attributing children to Him? How can belief in the Day of Resurrection (Qiyamah) 
be true when people believe in reincarnation and refute the existence of Heaven 
(Jannah) and Hell? 

THE REASON FOR THE JEWS BEING CALLED "YAHUD." 

The meaning of the Arabic word "Yahud" is "to repent.' They are given this 
name because they repented for worshipping the calf. A group of Jews are called 
"Yahud." while an individual will be called a "Yahudi". Certain Scholars (Ulama) 
have mentioned that they were named after the eldest son of Sayyidina Yaqub <^ 
pLJ\ whose name was Yahuda. Others mention that the name is derived from the 
Arabic root word "tahud" which means 'to shake' or 'to vibrate.' They were 
named thus because they used to shake their bodies every time they heard the 
Torah. 

THE NASARA 

The word Nasdrd refers to the Christians, i.e. the followers of Sayyidina Isa 
Up. The word is derived from the root word 'nusra which means 'to help/ In 
Surah Saff [verse 14], Allah mentions how Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ asked his 
followers as to who of them will render him assistance. His disciples volunteered 
by saying, "We are the helpers of Allah. " 

Another word synonymous to Nasdrd is Nasran. The singular of both words 
is Nasrdni. Certain commentators have mentioned that they received this name 
because they lived in a place called Nasirah. The true Nasdrd therefore refers to 
those people who follow Sayyidina Isa ^ and the Injil. Although Allah has 
used the word 'Nasdrd' to describe those who adulterated the Injil and who 
idolised Sayyidina Isa (OLJi aJU and Sayyidah Maryam i^jlp, Allah never called 
them Tsa'i [people associated with Sayyidina Isa f!rt~Jt Such a word cannot be 
used for Polytheists who have no real association with Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ *J*. 

THE SABIANS. 

The Arabic word 'Sabi'in' (translated above as "Sabians") is derived from the 
root verbs 'saba' and 'yasbu.' They were present during the time of the Holy 
Prophet |JL.j <Jp ibi l5 U. The following descriptions of these people have been 
given: 
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jQ3 T/zey were people whose Din (Religion) was a mixture of 
Judaism, Christianity and fire worshipping. [Sayyidina 
Mujahid <J.p iwi 

'C3 T/zey worshipped the angels. [Sayyidina Hasan Basri <A* i» 

CO T/zey Zz'^ed near Jrag, believed in all the Prophets (Anbiya) r «.JU 
r *>uJi, fasted for thirty days annually and prayed facing towards 
Yemen. [Sayyidina Abu Zinad <J.* it 

£0 T/zey Zz'z;ed on £/ze island of Musil and recited only "La Ildha 
III all ah." [Sayyidina Abdur Rahman bin Zaid 

C3 T/zez'r Dz~>z (Religion) was similar to Christianity; they faced 
towards the south in prayer and believed that they followed the 
Din (Religion) of Sayyidina Nuh r *~Ji *JL*. [Sayyidina Khalil 

Hi T/zey were neither Jews, nor Christians, nor fire-worshippers, 
nor idolators. Instead, they believed in Allah's oneness 
(Tauhid), but followed no specific Din (Religion). [Sayyidina 
Wahb bin Munabbih 4.JL* ii ^j] 

£Q T/zey were people whom none of the Prophets (Anbiya) r « ; ip 
f^LJi ftfld reached. 

[All of the above has been extracted from Ibn Kathir], 

NOTE: The author of Bayanul Qur'an writes that the verse means: "No 
person receives preferential treatment in Our court. We will receive any person 
whose beliefs and deeds are acceptable irrespective of ones past." It is obvious 
that, after the advent of the Holy Prophet ^JL, j <M & J*>, the above is only possible 
as a Muslim. Therefore, one can only aspire for salvation if one is a Muslim. 

Since Muslims are implied in the verse, there was no necessity to mention 
"Verily those who believe" However, the phrase has been specifically added so as 
to lend added weight to the message. The example is like how a king would say 
when he announces, "The law is general, even though one may support it or 
oppose it. The one who supports it will be rewarded." It is obvious that those 
who support the law will obey it. It was not really necessary to mention them. 
However, the reason for mentioning the fact is that people may understand that 
the favour to be bestowed on the obedient ones will not be due to any personal 
virtue of theirs, but because they have obeyed the law. Therefore, if any opposed 
person was to mend his ways and obey the law in question, one will also be 
rewarded equally. 
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(63) When We took your covenant and raised Mount Tur above you (saying) 
"Hold fast to what We have given you and remember what is therein so that you 
may attain to piety. (64) Thereafter, you turned away. If it were not for Allah 's 
grace upon you and his mercy, you would have certainly become of the losers. 

THE BANI ISRA'lL BREACH THE COVENANT THAT THEY 
SOLEMNIZED. 

When Sayyidina Musa <olJ! -Oc was given the Torah, the Bani lsra'il 
undertook a covenant that they would fulfil all the obligations contained in the 
Torah and adhere strictly to their Din (Religion). However, when they realised 
that the laws were too difficult, they refused to comply. It was for this reason that 
Allah uprooted Mount Tur and raised it to hover above their heads saying, "Hold 
fast to what We have given you and remember what is therein so that you may attain to 
piety" 

Allah mentions the same incident in more detail in Surah A'raf, when He 
says, "When We uprooted the mountain above them as if it was a canopy and they 
thought that it would fall on them. 'Hold fast on to what We have given you and 
remember what is therein so that you may adopt piety (taqwa)." [verse 171] 

When the Bani lsra'il were threatened with the mountain falling on them, 
they accepted the conditions of the covenant, but later breached it again. 
However, Allah again granted them the opportunity to repent and continuously 
sent Prophets (Anbiya) jOUi ^^lo to remind them. With reference to this Allah 
says, "Thereafter you turned away. If it was not for Allah 's grace upon you and his 
mercy, you would have certainly become of the losers. •• [Ibn Kathir] 

An objection may be raised at this juncture to the effect that Allah mentions 
"There is no compulsion in Din (Religion)" [Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 256]. Therefore, 
why were the Bani lsra'il compelled to act on their Din (Religion)? It must be 
noted that verse 256 of Surah AI-Baqarah refers to compulsion in accepting 
Islam. No person will be forced to become a Muslim. If he is living in a Muslim 
country, he will merely have to pay the jizya (protection tax), where after he can 
live peacefully as he is. 

The Bani lsra'il were threatened with the mountain after they had entered 
into their Din (Religion). A person who reneges after accepting Islam will be 
granted three day's respite to revert. He will be executed only if he refuses to 
revert thereafter. 

' * > 9 >< "tit • \*'' 9 \ ' »Tf ***k' 9 C'\' 

(65) You are certainly well aware of those from you who transgressed with 
regard to the Sabbath. So We told them, "Become despised monkeys!", (66) We 
made it a lesson for those who were present before them, as well as for those 
after them, and (We made their incident) an admonition for those who fear. 
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THE JEWS VIOLATE THE SABBATH AND ARE TRANSFORMED 
INTO MONKEYS. 

Just as Fridays are sacred to the Muslims, Saturdays were declared sacred 
for the Jews. They were commanded to revere the day and not to fish on 
Saturdays. This command was a test for them, due to which Allah made the fish 
appear abundantly on the surface on Saturdays. The story is mentioned in Surah 
A'raf, where Allah says, "Ask them about the village that was at the seaside, when they 
transgressed with regard to the Sabbath, when their fish would be visible from the surface 
on Saturdays, but would not come on other days. Thus did We test them due to their 
disobedience' [verse 163] 

To avoid this restriction, the Bani Isra'Il devised a scheme whereby they 
could still catch the fish without actually fishing on Saturdays. They would cast 
their nets and rods on Fridays, leaving these in the water till Saturday, when the 
fish would appear in large schools. The fish would then be caught in the nets and 
hooks of the rods without anyone having to stand by. They would pull in the 
nets and rods after Saturday, claiming that they did not fish on the Sabbath. 

Allah punished them by transforming them into monkeys. They were 
unable to speak and even grew tails like monkeys. When the others reminded 
them about how they forbade them from their fishing schemes, they could only 
nod their heads in confirmation. Verse 60 of Surah Ma'idah, describes the Jews as 
people whom Allah had "transformed into monkeys and pigs" This verse may 
either refer to this incident or another because no clear narration has been 
mentioned in this regard. 

However, Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas At ^ has mentioned that the 
young transgressors in the above incident were transfigured into monkeys, while 
the older ones became pigs. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ibt ^ has also 
mentioned that these people lived for only three days after their transfiguration, 
whereafter they died. They neither ate, drank, nor reproduced during the three 
days. The monkeys and pigs present today have no ties with these people, but 
are a separate creation of Allah. 

Sayyidah Ummu Salma i«ip 2bt ^ reports from the Holy Prophet Up &\ ju> 
,0- j that no progeny issued forth from the nations whom Allah had transfigured.- 

[Fat'hul Qadir. v.5, p.466] 

Further details about this incident will be mentioned in Surah A'raf. Allah 
has been graceful in that He has not transfigured any part of the Holy Prophet's 
,*-L«j At ummah, but this will occur towards Judgment day (Qiyamah), as 
reported in Tirmidhi and Bukhari. [Mishkdt, p. 456] 

Allah says in the verse under discussion, "We made it (the town, or the 
punishment) a lesson for those who were present before them, as well as for those after 
them, and (We made their incident) an ad> nonition for those who fear. " 

The phrase "as well as for those after them" refer to the people in the times 
after them, as well as to the people living in other areas, as mentioned by 
Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 

"(We made their incident) an admonition for those who fear." Sayyidina 
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Atiyya Awfi ^ says that "f/zose who fear" refers to the ummah (followers of 
the Holy Prophet jJL- j Up JU). 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah reports that the Holy Prophet ^ &\ 

jJL- j said, "Do nof perpetrate what the Jews did by using schemes to justify what is 
haram" 

Another scheme that the Jews devised to justify what was haram concerned 
the fat of animals. The Holy Prophet pJL. 3 Up &\ mentioned that they made it 
presentable and then sold it. [Mishkat, p. 241] Making it presentable! means that 
they melted the fat, mixed other substances with it, gave it another name and 
then sold it to people. It is unfortunate that the ummah followers of the Holy 
Prophet fJL-j <ul* JL* have also begun to resort to such schemes. 

The Prophet ^ j ^ At JU> once told the Companions (Sahdbah) ^ &\ ^ , 
"People will soon make liquor lawful (halal)." "How will they do this when Allah has 
explicitly made it unlawful (haram)!" asked the Companions (Sahdbah) ^ i»i ^ . 
The Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ito JU replied, "They will make it lawful (halal) by 
changing the name." [Mishkat, p. 461] 

It is common nowadays for some people to give other names to liquor and 
usury, thereby trying to justify them. They devise schemes so that they do not 
have to pay Zakah and even concoct various interpretations to justify carving 
statues and taking pictures. They even manage to devise ways of justifying the 
shaving of the beard. May Allah guide the ummah Amin. 




^L>^y ^ <4^^> o\y*jZ* ^jo*}** »J*M\oy± 

ly^ji ci^ ^ t^e ^ JyV» 

(67) When Musa said to his people, "Verily Allah commands you to slaughter a 
bullock/' They said, "Are you joking with us?" He replied, "I seek refuge with 
Allah that I become of the ignorant" (68) They said, "Call to your Lord to explain 
to us what type of bullock it should be." He said, "In deed, Allah says that it 
must be a bullock that is neither old nor young, but aged between the two. So do 
as you are commanded." (69) They said, "Call to your Lord to explain to us what 
colour he should be." He said, "Allah says that he should be a bright yellow 
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bullock, which is pleasing to the observers." (70) They said, "Call to your Lord 
to explain to us exactly what type of bullock he should be, because all bullocks 
appear the same to us. Then, if Allah wills, we will be rightly guided." (71) 
Musa <sA* said, "Allah says that he must be a bullock that is perfect, does 
not till the soil, nor water the fields, and without any blemish." They said, Now 
you have brought the truth. So they slaughtered it although they never wanted 
to." 

THE STORY OF THE BULLOCK 

The Arabic word 'AI-Baqarah' refers to both, a cow and a bullock. Many 
commentators have opted to translate the word as bullock because the final verse 
above mentions that the animal must "not till the soil nor water the fields" This type 
of work is usually done by bullocks not cows. However, many commentators 
have also translated the word as 'cow/ but the first translation is best because it 
is substantiated by a Qur'anic verse. 

The forthcoming verses allude to an incident when a person was found 
murdered amongst the Bani Isra'il. The murderer was unknown, so Allah 
informed them that they should slaughter a bullock, and, with a piece of its flesh 
strike the dead body. This would bring the person back to life so that he could 
inform people who the killer was. After much contention, they finally did as they 
were told. 

The details of the incident vary according to the various reports in the books 
of exegesis (tafsir). Ibn Kathir reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas i» 
4* that an extremely wealthy old man lived in the time of Sayyidina Musa 
fuh. His only heirs were his brother's sons, who happened to be very poor. They 
eagerly awaited his death, but he had a very long life. 

Eventually Satan (Shay tan) persuaded them to kill him so that they could 
inherit his estate, as well as the blood money The law at that time dictated that 
when a person was found dead between two towns and the killer was unknown, 
the people residing in the town closest to the body would have to pay the blood 
money. Therefore, Satan (Shay tan) advised them to carry his body closer to the 
town in which they did not live. 

Subsequently, they did as planned, carrying the dead body to the doors of 
the other town. The following morning they claimed the blood money from the 
people of that town. The people swore that they were innocent, saying that they 
could not be blamed because they had not opened the doors of their town the 
entire night. Therefore, none of their residents could have come out. 

The commentator Suddi Up 4i ^ reports the matter differently. He says that 
a poor person from the Bani Isra'il desired to marry his wealthy uncle's 
daughter. However, the uncle refused his proposal. He eventually decided to 
murder his uncle, thinking that he would then inherit his fortune, marry his 
d ^ghter and also earn the blood money. Consequently, on the pretext of some 
business, he took his uncle somewhere one night and killed him. 

Pretending to be searching for his uncle the next morning, he found people 
gathered around his uncle's corpse. Weeping and throwing sand on his head, he 
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exclaimed his exasperation at the fact that they murdered his uncle, and claim ec j 
the blood money from them. 

Whatever the incident, the people approached Sayyidina Musa Up f 0r a 
solution to the problem. It was then that Sayyidina Musa Up told th eni 
"Verily Allah commands you to slaughter a bullock (then strike the corpse with a 
piece of its flesh)/' At this, they should have immediately slaughtered an\- 
bullock they could find. However, they asked Sayyidina Musa r%J» U*, Are y 0ll 
joking with us. ?" They said this because they could not believe that there could be 
any relationship between some meat and information about the murderer. 

They never paused to think that a Prophet of Allah who receives divine 
revelation was speaking to them. Upset at their outburst, Sayyidina Musa ^ 
exclaimed, "I seek refuge with Allah that I become of the ignorant/' It would take ay 
ignorant person to joke about Allah's commands. Since the Bani Isra'il wert 
never prepared to comply with Allah's commands, they began to ask a series of 
unnecessary questions which attached more conditions and restrictions to ftd 
choice of bullock. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas <up i>\ says that they would have fulfilled 
the command by slaughtering any bullock, but they chose to make matter? 
difficult by asking futile questions. As a result, Allah made matters more difficu!: 
for them. 

"They said, Call to your Lord to explain to us what type of bullock it should be (it 
of what age group).' He said, indeed, Allah says that it must be a bullock that is neik 
old nor young, but aged between the two. So do as you are commanded" 

However, they still did not comply and said further, "Call to your Lork 
explain to us what colour it should be. 'He said, 'Allah says that he should be bri$c 
yellow bullock, which is pleasing to the observers. They said, 'Call to your Lord to expla? 
to us exactly what type of bullock he should be, because all bullock's appear the s«j 
us. Then, Allah wtlls, we will be rightly guided" 

The Holy Prophet ^j^ii^ has mentioned that if they had not sai 
Tnsha Allah" ("If Allah wills') on this occasion, they would have never found t| 
bullock that was required. [Although Durrul Manthur has recorded this as a 
Allama Ibn Kathir Up ibi i^j says that it is most probably the words of Sayyidil 
Abu Hurairah <up -3»i ]. 1 

In reply to ":heir final question, Sayyidina Musa f)LJ\ Up said, "Allah saysH^ 
he must be a bullock that is perfect, does not till the soil, nor water the fields, and withd 
any blemisJ The bullock was to be perfectly healthy without any physical defel 
and the entire body was to be the same colour throughout without any marks j 
another colour. | 

"They said, 'Now you have brought the truth." Thereafter, they began searctot 
for a bullock that fitted the description. The books of tafsir mention (qu(*f 
sources from the Bani Isra'il) that they paid a large sum for the bullock wto" 
they found after extensive searching. The owner kept raising the price as $ 
made repeated offers. Eventually a sum of gold was agreed upon, which H 
equal to ten times the weight of the bullock. [Ibn Kathir] 



Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas reports that they filled the skin of 

tne bullock with gold coins as the price. After securing the bullock, they 
reluctantly slaughtered it. Allah says, "So they slaughtered it although they never 
wanted to.', 




(72) When you murdered a soul, then began casting the blame on each other, 
while Allah was to unveil what you concealed. (73) We said, "Strike it with a 
piece thereof" Thus does Allah bring the dead back to life and show you His 
signs so that you may understand. 

THE CULMINATION OF THE STORY 

These verses reveal the reason for slaughtering the bullock. Allah says, 
"When you murdered a soul, then began casting the blame on each other, while 'Allah 
was to unveil what you concealed' Because they were pinning the blame on each 
other, Allah wished to uncover the murderer by means of the bullock's flesh. 

Consequently, they struck a piece of the meat between the dead man's 
shoulders, after which he came back to life. When they asked him who had 
murdered him, he said that his brother's son (nephew) had murdered him so that 
he could inherit his wealth and marry his daughter. The killer was then executed. 

It will be futile to ask why Allah did not bring the person back to life 
without the medium of the bullock. Man cannot perceive the wisdom of Allah's 
commands, nor is it necessary for man to understand these. The believers 
(Mu'minin) must believe and accept Allah's decrees even though he cannot 
understand the wisdom behind. One of the reasons could be that Allah wished to 
demonstrate to people the reluctance of the Bani Isra'il, so that they could learn 
from this. 

"We said, Strike it with a piece thereof Thus does Allah bring the dead back to life 
land show you His signs so that you may understand" There are many people who 
[deny resurrection on the Day of Judgment (Qhjamah). Although their objections 
[have been replied to in the Qur'an, Allah also demonstrates such happenings like 

[resurrection to people at times, as it occurred in the above incident. 

i 

The incident occurred before many people and has been narrated by 
innumerable people through history. The narrations are so profuse that none can 
reject them. 




JSurah^AMB^ 

(74) Thereafter your hearts hardened, becoming like rocks, or even harder. There 
are those rocks from which rivers gush forth, while some of them split open 
causing water to flow there from. Then there are even those that fall because of 
fear for Allah. Allah is not unaware of what you do. 

THE RIGIDITY OF THE JEWS' HEART. 

Describing the hard-heartedness of the Jews, Allah says, "Thereafter your 
hearts hardened, becoming like rocks, or even harder. " Their hearts are so hard that 
they do not even respond to the miracles of the Holy Prophet ^j^^ JU. 

In fact, even rocks display some flexibility because "There are those rocks from 
which rivers gush forth, while some of them split open causing water to flow there from 
Then there are even those that fall because of fear for Allah. " 

The analogy in the verse has been drawn to rocks, which are even harder 
than steel because they do not melt. If a person's heart is soft, he would shedt 
tears excessively (like how rivers flow from rocks). Otherwise, he would at least I 
shed a few tears (like the splitting rock, which allows some water to escape). If n C ; 
tears are apparent from the eyes, the heart should at least feel some sentiments 
(like the falling rock). However, none of these emotions can be detected in the 
Jews, making them harder than rocks. [Ibn Kathir] 

"Allah is not unaware of what you do." He will grant every person his or hei 
just dues. Allah says in Surah Ma'idah "Due to their breach of the covenant, W\ 
Cursed them and made their hearts hard" [verse 13] 

THE COMMAND TO THE UMMAH OF THE HOLY PROPHET At > 
fL-j Up NOT TO BECOME HARD- HEARTED. 

Allah says in Surah Hadid [verse 26], "Has the time not arrived for the believm 
that their hearts should submit to Allah 's remembrance and the truth that has tef 
revealed. And thc^t they do not become like those who have been given the Book bejafy 
them, whereafter a long time has passed by them, causing their hearts to harden. Man\$ 
them are disobedient. " 

The Holy Prophet j 4* &\ has mentioned, 'The person who weeps f| 
fear of Allah will never enter Hell until milk returns into the teats of a cow." i 
Targhib wat Tarhib] I 

Sayyidina Uqba bin Amir i» once asked the Holy Prophet <4± & t 
(JL-j, "Where dees salvation lie?" The Prophet jJL-j h replied, "Confe 
your tongue so that it does not harm you. Your home should be spacious for yt 
(i.e. you should not emerge unnecessarily), and you should weep over f 
sins." [Tirmidhi] 

The Holy Prophet <J^ j <4± i» J^> has also mentioned that an evil nature 
displayed by the following four factors: 

=> Dryness of the eyes, i.e. they do not shed tears. 

Hardness of the heart. 
=> Entertaining lengthy hopes. 

=> Greed for material belongings. [At Targhib wat Tarhib, v. 4, pM 
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The Holy Prophet ^ Up also said, "Oh people! Weep. If you are 

unable to do so, then pretend to weep. The people of Hell will weep so much that 
it would appear as if two streams are flowing down their cheeks. Their tears will 
then be exhausted, whereafter they will cry blood, causing their eyes to be 
injured. Their tears and blood will flow so profusely that boats will be able to sail 
therein." [Mishkat, p. 504] 

Frequent remembrance of death and the grave will soften the heart, 
allowing one to be able to weep. When a person complained of his hard 
heartedness to the Holy Prophet ^Upiii JL*, he was advised to place his hand 
upon an orphan's head and to feed the poor. [Ibid] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar ^ &\ ^ reports from the Holy Prophet 
ju j Up ii that no talk besides the dhikr (remembrance) of Allah should take place 
because these types of talk harden the heart. The Holy Prophet (JL-j -uU i»i also 
added that hard-hearted people are furthest from Allah. [Tirmidhi] 

EVEN THE SO-CALLED INANIMATE OBJECTS HAVE LIFE AND 
THEY ALL GLORIFY ALLAH. 

It is often seen how water emerges from rocks, causing springs and rivers to 
find their source. However, people tend to object to part of the verse that states 
that certain rocks fall because of their fear for Allah. People question this because 
they regard rocks as inanimate objects that cannot have any emotions such as 

fear. 

People feel this way because these 'inanimate' objects cannot communicate 
with them and because man does not understand them as they really are. The 
fact is that all these seemingly 'inanimate objects' do have a degree of perception. 

Allah says in Surah Bani Isra'il, "The seven heavens and earth together with 
whatever is within them glorify' Him. There is nothing that does not glorify His praises, 
but you do not understand their glorification." [verse 44] 

A verse of Surah Nur reads, "Do yon not see that everything in the heavens and 
the earth glorifies Allah, including the birds with their wings spread out? Each one 
knows its Sal&h and method of glorification. And Allah has knowledge of what you do." 
[verse 41] 

Bukhari reports a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet jJLrj \1* A\ JL* said. 
"Mount Uhud is a mountain that loves us and we love it." [v. 2, p. 5 85] 

Sayyidina Jabir bin Samura ^ M narrates that the Holy Prophet & 
r L-j Up said, "Verily I recognise a rock in Makkah that used to greet me when I 
was made a Prophet." [Muslim, vo.2„ p.245] 

Sayyidina Ali & &\ reports that when he accompanied the Holy Prophet 
&\ ju to a place in Makkah, every tree and rock that they passed 
exclaimed, "Peace be on you, Oh messenger of Allah pi* j a* ii ju!" [Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidina Abu Dharr <up ii ^ reports that the Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 Up ibt ju» 
once held about seven to nine pebbles in his hand. He says that all these pebbles 
were glorifying Allah, and that he actually heard them glorifying Allah with 
sounds that resembled the buzzing of bees. []am'ul Fawd'id] 
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Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud <up &\ was once asked, "Who informed 
the Holy Prophet (JL. 3 Up i»i that the jinn were listening to his recitation of the 
Qur'an?" He replied. "A tree that was nearby." [Bukhari and Muslim] 

The incident of the weeping pillar is famous. It was a branch of a date palm 
next to which the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up used to stand and deliver the 

sermons. When he began to stand on the pulpit it began to weep bitterly. The 
Prophet pJL-j Up &\ J^> had to descend from the pulpit to console it, like a person 
pacifies a weeping child, the Holy Prophet (JL, j Up &\ ju said that it cried because 
it missed the dhfkr (remembrance) that it used to listen to. [Bukhari. v. 1. p, 506] 

When a Jewish woman invited the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ JU and some of 
the Companions of prophet (Sahabah) ^ & for a meal while they were in 
Khaibar, the Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 Up i»i jl* suddenly instructed all those eating to 
stop. He then sent for the woman and told her that she had poisoned the meat. 
Astonished, she asked who had informed him. The Prophet jJL-j Up <&i jl* replied 
that the forelimb of the goat, which was in his hand, had informed him. She then 
admitted that she had poisoned it. [Abu Dawud] 

Hisn Hasin reports from Tabrani that the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ JL* said. 
"A mountain calls to another mountain asking whether any person engaged in 
Allah's dhikr has passed on it that day. When the other replies in the affirmative, 
the first mountain becomes happy. 

All these narrations of Ahadith and Qur'anic verses prove that the things . 
that we consider to be lifeless do have some life in them. It is because of a 
deficiency in ourselves that we cannot detect the life and perception that they 
possess. Allah can also grant them the power to talk if He willed. 

(75) Do you wish they will believe in you whereas a party of them listen to 
Allah's speech and then purposely alter it after understanding it? 

BECAUSE OF THE OBSTINACY OF THE JEWS, ONE SHOULD NOT 
ENTERTAIN THE HOPE THAT THEY WILL EVER BELIEVE 

Allah says, "Do you wish they (the Jews) will believe in you whereas a party of 
them (in the past) listen to Allah's speech and then purposely alter it after understanding 
it?" The later generation of Jews never criticised the evil deeds of their forebears, 
but still revered them and held them in high esteem. Just like the former Jews 
rejected the Prophets (Anbiya) fiLJs r gJp after witnessing various miracles and 
portents, the latter day Jews did the same to the Holy Propriety 3 Up &\ ju. 

" a party of them listen to Allah's speech and then purposely alter it after 

understanding it?" With regard to this phrase, Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 

mentions that it referred to the incident when Sayyidina Musa pLJ\ Up took 
seventy leaders of the Bani Isra'Il to Mount Tur to listen to the speech of Allah. 
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VVhen they returned to their people, they told them the opposite of what Allah 
had mentioned. 

Other commentators have mentioned that the verse refers to the 
adulteration of the Torah. The Jewish scholars used to accept bribes from people 
to alter certain injunctions to suit their desires. They would pass the appropriate 
ruling only to those who did not bribe them. They behaved in this manner even 
though they realised the error of their ways. 

They also altered the description of the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up & J^> which 
appeared in the Torah so that people do not follow him. 

(76) When they meet the believers they say, "We believe." However, when they 
are alone with one another, they say, "Do you inform them of what Allah has 
disclosed to us so that they contest with us before your Lord? Do you have no 
understanding?" (77) Do they not know that Allah has knowledge of what they 
conceal, as well as what they reveal? 

THE HYPOCRISY OF THE JEWS. 

The Jews behaved exactly like the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) who used to tell 
the Muslims that they sided with them, whereas they actually owed allegiance to 
the Disbelievers (kuffar). Some Jews also pretended to be Muslims, and they 
would tell the Muslims about the prophecies that the Torah foretold about the 
advent of the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up &\ JU. 

Certain commentators mention that when asked by the Aws and the 
Khazraj tribes, the Jews approved of the fact that they had believed in the Holy 
Prophet pJL- 3 Up &\ jl> and that they had invited him to live in Madinah. They 
also confirmed that fact that the Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 Up iwi J^> was Allah's true 
messenger. However, when they were alone with the other Jews, they were 
rebuked for revealing the truth. The other Jews reproached them for confirming 
the Holy Prophet's jJL-j Up & apostleship and for informing people about his 
description in the Torah. 

They told each other that the disclosure of such information would 
condemn them in Allah's court because it reveals that they were aware of the fact 
that the Holy Prophet ^j^i^b was Allah's Prophet, yet they still rejected 
him. They were thus digging their own graves. [Durrul Manthur, v.l, p. 81. and 
Ma'alimut Tamil, v.l, p.87] 

Allah says, "Do they not know that Allah has knowledge of what they conceal, as 
well as what they reveal?" They rebuke each other for revealing their secrets to the 
Muslims, least realising that, even if they conceal the truth, Allah is well aware of 
their mischief. They will never be saved from His punishment. 
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(78) There are illiterate people amongst them, whose only knowledge of the 
Book is hopes. They are involved only in conjecture. 

THE FALSE EXPECTATIONS OF THE JEWS 

Allah speaks of the ignorant masses amongst the Jews who could neither 
read nor understand the Torah. The only knowledge that they had was that they 
would certainly enter Heaven (Jannah) and, if they should enter Hell, it would be 
for a few days only. They prided themselves for being the chosen and beloved 
slaves of Allah because they were the descendants of the Prophets (Anbiya) 

These were some of the false hopes and expectations that they entertained. 
They believed that their sins and falsification of the Holy Prophet ^L-j & 
would not present an obstacle to this exalted position that they fashioned for 
themselves. 

\jJJl>S J$ jcx; Ija \Xj* r^^V ojy^^ CmU 5rL^ 

^irj^ ^ f4^ JfJJ f*-*^ cSjS \lS ^ly "iLJS iSls -^-> 

(79) Destruction be to those who write the scripture with their hands and then 
say, "This is from Allah/' so that they may sell it for a measly price. Destruction 
be to them because of what their hands write and destruction be to them 
because of what they earn. 

THE BRIBERY ACCEPTED BY THE JEWISH SCHOLARS FOR 
PASSING INACCURATE RULINGS 

When people approached the Jewish scholars for rulings on certain matters, 
these scholars would pass rulings which suited them best, on condition that they 
were offered a bribe. They would then alter or even reverse the teachings of the 
Torah, telling paople that the ruling was in accordance with what Allah had 
revealed in the Torah. They would not alter the ruling in favour of someone who 
did not offer them a bribe. 

Thus they commit a dual sin by altering Allah's scripture and by accepting 
bribery as well. Therefore, Allah says, "Destruction be to them because of what their 
hands write and destruction be to them because of what they earn. ' 

The gains of this world are paltry compared to the everlasting boons of the 
Hereafter. By accepting Islam and encouraging their congregations to do the 
same, the Jewish scholars would have become worthy of eternal bliss and 
comfort, which cannot be compared to the slight loss in wealth and position, that 
may be incurred in this world. 

Even though the masses were ignorant of the teachings of the Torah, they 
ought to have realised that they could trust people who pass appropriate rulings 
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only when they are bribed. 

fsh ^ >-r *^ v < ^ ^ r \\' '\ ^ >f r < 

(80) They say, "The Fire will only touch us for a limited number of days." Say, 
"Have you taken a pledge with Allah which He cannot breach or do you 
attribute to Allah such statements that you have no knowledge of" 

THE FALSE NOTION OF THE JEWS THAT THEY WILL REMAIN 
ONLY A SHORT WHILE IN HELL 

The Jews claimed that they cannot be punished because they are adherents 
of Sayyidina Musa's r *>LJi Up Din (Religion) which they believed still has not been 
cancelled. They believed that even if they are to be punished, their punishment 
will last only for the number of days within which their forefathers worshipped 
the calf, i.e. forty days. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas &\ ^ reports that the Jews claimed that 
they will suffer only one day's punishment for every thousand of the seven 
thousand years that the world is in existence (i.e. punishment for seven days 
only). They believed that the Muslims will take their place in Hell after they have 
left. 

When in Khaibar, the Holy Prophet (JL, 3 Up &\ asked the Jewish woman 
who attempted to poison him, "Who will be in Hell?" she replied, "We will be in 
Hell for a short while, whereafter your people will occupy our places." The Holy 
Prophet (%-L- j Up J* said, "Go away from here. By Allah! You people will never 
emerge from Hell, neither will we ever replace you there." [Ahmad and Bukhari, v.2, 
p. 860] 

Even though the Jews knew that a person who rejects any Prophet of Allah 
is a infidel (kafir), they still rejected the apostleship of the Holy Prophet Up & JL* 
fi~> Therefore, even by their standards, they are destined for eternal 
punishment. However, they still claim that they will spend only a limited 
number of days in Hell. Their expectations are therefore fabricated and 
nonsensical. It is for this reason that Allah says, "Say, Wave, you token a pledge with 
Allah, which He cannot breach, or do you attribute to Allah such statements that you 
have no knowledge of 

Since their claims are baseless and without any substantiation from Allah, 
they cannot possibly expect these hopes to materialise. The foolishness of the 
Jews is evident from this verse. They are prepared to suffer in Hell (even though 
it be for a short while), yet they do not want to believe in the Holy Prophet ibt 
t^i knowing that he is Allah's true messenger. None can bear to burn even in 
the fire of this world, how can they ever expect to endure the fire of Hell, which 
is sixty nine times more intense? (According to Ahadith in Bukhari and Muslim). 

Just as the Jews were deceived by their great expectations, many deviated 
sects in Islam also claim to be destined for Heaven (Jannah), although their beliefs 
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are tantamount to infidelity (Kufr). They make preposterous claims like saying 
that the Qur'an has been adulterated or that Allah has entered into the bodies of 
their religious Leaders (Imam's). Some even claim to follow another Prophet, yet 
they all entertain the false expectation of entering Heaven (Jannah). 

There are many people who believe that their lineage to a certain saint will 
guarantee their salvation in the Hereafter. They are also deceived by their hopes 
and fail to realise that only Belief (Imdn) and good deeds according to the 
teachings of the Qur'an and Ahadith guarantee salvation. Even the Bani Israel 
will not be guaranteed salvation because of their relationship with the Prophets 
(Anbiya) 

THE WISHFUL THINKING OF TODAY'S DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) 

Just like the Jews are deceived by their wishful thinking, the adherents of 
many Din's (Religion's) think that they will also attain salvation although their 
beliefs have no basis. Many even make the absurd claim that the Muslims will 
not attain salvation in the Hereafter. 




(81) However, the one who commits a sin and whose evil deeds have enveloped 
him, these are the ones who will be the dwellers of the Fire. They will abide 
therein forever. (82) Only, those who believe and do good deeds shall be the 
dwellers of Heaven (Jannah), wherein they will abide forever 



WHO ARE THE DWELLERS OF THE FIRE AND WHO ARE THE 
DWELLERS OF HEAVEN (JANNAH)? 

Allah replies to the aforementioned statement of the Jews by identifying 
those destined for Heaven (Jannah) and those destined for Hell (Jahannam). Allah 
says in the first of the two verses, "However, the one who commits a sin and whose 
evil deeds have enveloped him, these are the ones who will be the dwellers of the Fire. 
They will abide therein forever" Therefore, any person who falls into this category 
will be destined for eternal punishment in Hell, even though one may think that 
the punishment will be temporary. 

On the other hand, "Only those who believe [in Allah, in the Holy Prophet J^> 
,JLj Up ii and in the Qur'an] and do good deeds shall be the dwellers of Heaven 
(Jannah), wherein they will abide forever " 

i>o ^ o^k 5 JJi 
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(83) When We took the pledge from the Bani Isra'il (instructing them that) "You 
will worship Allah only, be kind towards parents, relatives, orphans and the 
poor, speak kindly to people, establish Salah and pay Zakah." Thereafter all 
besides a few of you reneged in aversion. 

THE BREAKING OF THE PLEDGE BY THE BANI ISRA'IL 

The above verse mentions some of the injunctions contained in the Torah, 
regarding which the Bani Isra'il undertook a pledge to fulfil. However, besides a 
limited few, all of them broke the pledge. Allah adds that they reneged "in 
aversion/' denoting that their nature was such that they were prone to renege. 
This was the practice of their forefathers as well. 

The commands issued to them 'were that they should "worship Allah only, be 
kind towards parents, relatives, orphans and the poor, speak kindly to people, establish 
Salah and pay Zakah. " These commands have been issued to the previous ummahs 
followers and apply to the ummah followers of the Holy Prophet jJL- j -Up &\ 
as well. 

Allah says in Surah Nisa [verse 36]. "Worship Allah, ascribe none as partner to 
Him and show' kindness to parents, relatives, orphans, the destitute, near neighbours, 
distant neighbours, close associates, travellers and those in your possession". 

The commands to establish Salah and pay Zakah has been issued in many 
verses of the Qur'an. The opening verses of Surah Al-Baqarah describe the pious 
people as those who establish Salah and pay Zakah. Thereafter, verses 43 and 110 
also issue the same command to the Believers {Mu'miniri). The other Surahs of 
he Qur'an also emphasise these two commands. 

"speak kindly to people" This command is extremely vast. It entails speaking 
Kindly to all types of people — including Muslims. Infidels (kuffar), pious people 
and evildoers. The general nature of the word "kindly" implies all types of good 
advice, guidance, showing respect, being kind when demanding rights, etc. The 
verse also alludes to the Jews that they should disclose the description of the 
Holy Prophet jJL-j Up isi to the masses. 
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(84) When We took a pledge from you (instructing that) you do not spill your 
blood and that you do not expel yourselves from your homes. Thereafter you 
agreed and you even bore testimony to it. (85) Then you were the ones who 
killed yourselves and expelled a group of your people from their homes, 
assisting against them with sin and transgression. If they came to you as 
prisoners, you would ransom them, whereas their expulsion was forbidden for 
you (in the first place). Do you believe in a part of the Book and reject a part? 
What can be the punishment for those of you who perpetrate this, except 
disgrace in this worldly life and on the Day of Resurrection (Qiyamah), they 
will be subjected to the severest of punishment? Allah is not unaware of what 
you do. (86) These are the ones who have purchased the life of this world in 
place of the Hereafter. The punishment will neither be lessened for them nor 
will they be assisted. 

A SPECIFIC TRANSGRESSION OF THE JEWS 

The above verses make mention of yet another pledge that the Jews failed to 
fulfil. The Jews during the time of the Holy Prophet <JL. 3 &\ JU were also well 
aware of this pledge. The fact that the Holy Prophet ^ &\ J** also had 
knowledge of this proves that he is Allah's messenger, who was informed by 
none other than Allah. However, the Jews still refused to acknowledge his 
apostleship. 

It was previously mentioned that the Jewish tribes of the Banu Quraizah 
and the Banu Nadir originally lived in Madinah. It was only afterwards that the 
idolatrous tribes of the Aws and Khazraj arrived from Yemen. Because the Arabs 
during those times could not live without fighting, the Aws and the Khazraj 
were always at loggerheads. When fighting broke out, the Banu Quraizah 
aligned themselves with the Aws, while the Banu Nadir aligned themselves with 
the Khazraj. Whenever any menibers of these two Arab tribes were killed or 
expelled from their homes, the same would occur to their allied Jewish tribe. 

Whenever any member of the two Jewish tribes was taken prisoner, both the 
Jewish tribes would be prepared to pay the ransom to free him. When they were 
asked about this, they replied that the Mosaic Shari'ah which they followed 
enjoined them to emancipate prisoners. However, the reason for a person 
becoming a prisoner and being expelled from his home was the fighting in which 
they wholeheartedly participated. This fighting against each other was also 
forbidden for them. However, when they are questioned about their 
participation in the battle against their brethren, they would reply that they were 
forced to assist their Arab allies. 

Allah then asks them, 'Do you believe in a part of the Book and reject apart?" i.e. 
Do you only comply to the command to pay ransom, while ignoring the 
command not to kill each other and not to expel each other from their homes? 
They observed the laws selectively and omitted the rest. 

Rejecting any of Allah's laws would result in Disbelief (Kufr), whereas 



crab M- Baqarah^2j_87 



85 



failure to practise any law (without rejecting it) will render one a sinner (not a* 
disbeliever {kafir}). However, failure to practise is akin to the behaviour of the 
Disbelievers (kuffar). 

'What can he the punishment for those of you who perpetrate this, except disgrace in 
this worldly life and on the Day of Resurrection (Qiyamah), they will he subjected to the 
severest of punishment" As a result, the Banu Nadir were banished from Madinah 
to Khaibar, whereafter Sayyidina Umar ^ i»» banished them from there as 
well. The Bani Quraizah were all put to the sword. 

"These are the ones who have purchased the life of this world in place of the 
Hereafter. The punishment will neither he lessened for them, nor will they he assisted" 
None will come to their assistance in the Hereafter. 

A WARNING TO THOSE MUSLIMS WHO ARE NOT PREPARED TO 
PRACTISE ISLAM IN ITS ENTIRETY. 

The Muslims of today are emulating the behaviour of the Jews in practising 
only on those parts of Din (Religion) that appeal to them, while discarding the 
rest. Leaving aside the sinners, even those who appear to be pious restrict Islam 
to only a few deeds like Salah, Zakah, fasting, etc. 

They fail to comply with the detailed injunctions of Islam pertaining to 
business transactions, employment in Prohibited (haram) institutions, depriving 
women and orphans from their inheritance, adopting Disbelievers (kuffar) 
approaches to marriages, funerals, births, etc. There are also those who perform 
hajj and pay Zakah, yet, when the penal code of Islam is discussed, they oppose 
its enforcement. May Allah guide us all. Amin. 




(87) Undoubtedly We gave the Book to Musa and successively sent messengers 
after him. We gave clear signs to Isa, the son of Maryam and bolstered him with 
the Ruhul Qudus. Every time a messenger comes to you with what does not 
appeal to your fancy, you behaved arrogantly. So you denied a party and kill 
another." 

THE JEWS REJECTED SOME PROPHETS P *Ji ^ (ANBIYA) AND 
ASSASSINATED OTHERS. 

Allah says, "Undoubtedly We gave the Book (the Torah) to Musa and 
successively sent messengers after him. We gave clear signs (miracles) to Isa, the son of 
Maryam [which substantiated his claim to Risalat (prophethood)]" Sayyidina Isa 
rtUi U*. was granted the ability to cure lepers and blind people; he raised the 
Q ead and even blew life into birds that he fashioned from clay. 



Surah Al- Baqarah 2: 88 



86 



Allah says that He also "bolstered him with the Ruhul Qudus.' i.e. Allah placed 
Jibril (OLJi a> at Sayyidina Isa's r ^-J» Up service. In Surah Al Imran, Allah quotes 
Sayyidina Isa r *>LJi Up as saying to his people, 7 confirm that which was before me of 
the Torah, and I make lawful for you some of that which was forbidden unto you and I 
come to you with a sign (miracles) from your Lord. So fear Allah and obey me." [verse 50] 

The Jews opposed Sayyidina Isa ^LJ\ U* because his Din (Religion) cancelled 
some of the laws contained in the Torah and the Mosaic Shari'ah. They harassed 
him endlessly and even plotted to kill him. However, Allah raised him to the 
heavens before they could complete their plan. In the same way, they opposed 
many of the other Prophets (Anbiya) f%~& because the laws brought by these 
Prophets (Anbiya) did not appeal to them. Allah says, "Every time a 

messenger comes to you with what does not appeal to your fancy, you behaved 
arrogantly. So you denied a party of the Prophets (Anbiya) ^M] and kill another." 

Ibn Kathir writes that Allah uses the present and future tenses (both of 
which are combined in a single word in Arabic) when saying that they kill 
another group of Prophets (Anbiya) {%J> . This is so because even when the 
Qur'an was being revealed, they attempted to assassinate the Holy Prophet &\ 
^JL- j Up. For example, a Jewess attempted to poison the Holy Prophet^; U* it 
when he was at Khaibar. "Mishkat" (p. 548) reports that the effect of this poison 
finally led to the Holy Prophet's Up i»t ju> demise. 

The above verse denotes that many Prophets (Anbiya) fiLJ\ ^^Ap were sent I 
between Sayyid'na Musa r }Ui Up and Sayyidina Isa r %J> Up. Some names [like ) 
Sayyidina Daw'ud ftLJ\ Up and Sayyidina Sulayman (OLJi Up] have been f 
mentioned in the Qur'an, while others are not mentioned. No authentic hadith 
mentions these. A narration of Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ &\ , reported 
in" Durrul Manthur" (v.l, p. 86) mentions a few names like Sayyidina Shamweelj 
Hizqil, etc. As Muslims, we should believe in all these Prophets (Anbiya) ^| 

t 

With regard to the support rendered by Jibr'il f^LJi Up, Allama Nasafi & 
Up says that Jibr'il <oiU\ -Up lifted Sayyidina Isa f%Jt Up to the heavens when the | 
Jews tried to kill him. The "Tafslr Jalalain" mentions that Jibr'il <OLJi Up always} 
remained with Sayyidina Isa pLJ\ Up, protecting him whenever necessary. | 

Jibr'il r %J» Up is often referred to as the "Ruhul Qudus" in the Qur'an andl 
the Ahadith. Allah says in Surah Nahl (verse 102), "Say, The Ruhul Qudus h* 
brought it (the Qur'an) from your Lord. " [ 

The Holy Prophet jjL, j Up ii once prayed to Allah in favour of Sayyidiitf 
Hassan bin Thabit k ^ saying. "Oh Allah! Assist him through the Ruti 
Qudus." [Muslim, v. 2 p300] 

(88) They say, "Our hearts are covered." Nay, but, Allah has cursed them 
because of their disbelief, so only a few of them believe. 
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ALLAH REFUTES THE CLAIM OF THE JEWS THAT THEIR HEARTS 
ARE COVERED 

The Jews regarded their rejection of the Holy Prophet ^ JU as a 

source of pride. They boastfully said, "Owr hearts are covered/' meaning that 
nothing can influence their hearts and change them. However, Hie fact of the 
matter is that Allah has cursed them because of their obstinacy and arrogance in 
the face of the truth. 

The cover that envelopes their hearts is nothing but the veil of deprivation, 
which Allah has set upon them. Their disbelief has become so entrenched in their 
hearts that it prevents everything else from entering. 

"So only a few of them believe." This refers to those of them who truly 
believe in Sayyidina Musa and the Hereafter. They accept his 

instruction to believe in all the Prophets (Anbiya) fiL~b ^^jl* after him. 
Disbelieving in any one of the Prophets (Anbiya) pub r #-U is tantamount to 
disbelieving in all the Prophets (Anbiya) fiLJ\ f+A*. A little belief in the Hereafter 
will be of no avail in the Hereafter in comparison to their disbelief in all the 
Prophets (Anbiya) ^U. 




(89) When a Book from Allah comes to them confirming that which is With 
them (although they used to seek victory over the disbelievers before this) when 
what they recognise comes to them, they deny it. Allah's curse is on the 
disbelievers. (90) Evil is that for which they have sold their souls; that they 
disbelieve in what Allah has revealed, jealous of the fact that Allah confers His 
grace upon whoever of His bondmen He chooses. So they earned wrath upon 
wrath. For the disbelievers, there shall be a humiliating punishment 

THE JEWS INTENTIONALLY REFUSED TO ACCEPT ISLAM 
BECAUSE OF THEIR OBSTINACY 

The Jews arrived in Madinah for the sole purpose of meeting the Holy 
Prophet |*-L-j Up it JU, whom they believed to be the final Prophet of Allah. When 
they used to fight the idolatrous Arab tribes, they used to*tell them that they 
w ould soon pledge their allegiance to the final messenger of Allah jjUj^ii ju, 
under whose command they would annihilate their enemies like how the Ad 
destroyed their enemies. 

Certain narrations report that the Jews used to make the following pray 
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(du'd) to Allah: Oh Allah! Send the Prophet who is mentioned in our scripture, so 
that we may fight the Arabian Polytheists with him/ 

When the Holy Prophet jJL-j U* & arrived in Madinah, the Jews 
recognized him to be the final Prophet. They even witnessed his many miracles, 
yet they denied his apostleship. The Aws and the Khazraj reminded the Jews 
about what they used to say about the final Prophet, thereby encouraging them 
to accept Islam. However, they responded by saying that the Holy Prophet & 
was not the Prophet they awaited because he is not a Jew like them. 

The fact of the matter is that they were envious that the Holy Prophet & 
^jaJp was amongst the Arabs and not from the Jews. It is for this reason that the 
above verse rebukes them and announces Allah's curse on them. [Ibn Kathir, v.l, 
p.824] 

The Qur'an is described as a book that confirms the Tor ah. This has been 
mentioned in the verse to indicate to the Jews that they really have no reason for 
rejecting the Holy Prophet ^L-j Up ^ and the Qur'an. If the Qur'an refuted 
Sayyidina Musa ^LJ\ Up or the Torah, then the Jews may have been justified in 
rejecting it. However, the Qur'an enjoins belief in all the previous Prophets 
(Anbiya) f+i* and divine scriptures. 

"that they disbelieve in what Allah has revealed, jealous of the fact that Allah 
confers His grace upon whoever of His bondmen He chooses/' Allah reserves the right 
to bestow the grace of Risalat (prophethood) to whomever He wills. None can 
question Allah's decision. However, the Jews envied the fact that the Arabs 
received this honour. 

The Jews disbelieved in Sayyidina Isa Up and questioned Allah's 

decision in making him a Prophet. Thereafter, they also rejected the Holy 
Prophet pL. j Up &\ JU and the Qur'an, causing them to earn "wrath upon wrath." 
Because of this double rejection, they will suffer a "humiliating punishment" in the 
Hereafter. 

"Evil is that for which they have sold their souls" Explaining this verse, the 
author of Ruhul Ma'ani writes that the Disbelievers (kuffar) paid with their souls 
to earn the commodity of disbelief (Kufr). This means that they destroyed their 
own souls by subjecting themselves to the eternal punishment of the Hereafter. 

Some commentators have interpreted the verse in its original meaning. They 
say that the verse means that the Jews think that they have bought their souls by 
adhering to their ways, thereby freeing themselves from Hell. However, their 
deal is riddled with evil because the price of Disbelief (Kufr) which they paid will 
cause them detriment in both worlds. They will only be able to free themselves 
from Hell by believing in the Holy Prophet jJL. j Up &\ J^>. 

^j$&J\L& ij\ XL jS ]} & & & Si fy> 
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(91) When they are told, "Believe in what Allah has revealed/' they say, "We 
believe in what was revealed to us." They disbelieve in whatever is after that, 
whereas it is the truth, which confirms what is with them,. Say, "Why did you 
slay Allah 's messengers before if you were believers?" (92) Verily, Musa came 
to you with clear signs, whereafter you took to worship the calf after him: as 
oppressors. 

THE JEWS ARE QUESTIONED ABOUT THEIR DECLARATION 
THAT THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE IN ANYTHING BESIDES THE 
TORAH 

Allah states that the Jews reject the Qur'an even though the Qur'an confirms 
whatever is in their Torah. Therefore, rejecting the Qur'an is tantamount to 
rejecting the Torah itself. The Torah did not forbid them from believing in other 
Prophets (Anbiya) <OLJi and other scriptures. In fact, the Torah made mention 
of the Holy Prophet's pJL. j Ai* & JU> advent and even described him. 

By denying the Risalat (prophethood) of the Holy Prophet <X»j & J^> 
they actually denied the Torah which they claimed to follow. Allah also asks 
them. 'Why did you' slay Allah's messengers before if you were believers (in the Torah 
as you claim)?' Even the Torah declares assassination of a Prophet to be an act of 
disbelief (Kufr). The fact that the earlier Jews killed many Prophets (Anbiya) 
f&J\ and that their successors approved of their behaviour show that neither 
party actually believed in the Torah as they claimed. 

Even more strange is that fact that the Jews killed those Prophets (Anbiya) 
f *>ui r ^ who propagated the Torah and who followed the teachings of 
Sayyidina Musa Up without any alteration. The fact that the Jews killed them 
despite their being from the Bani lsra'il shows that the Jews never intended to 
follow the Torah, but rather to follow their whims and carnal pleasures. 

"Verily, Musa came to you with clear signs (i.e. miracles to prove his Risalat 
(prophethood)) Consequently, they all > recited "La llaha UlAllah" as Sayyidina 
Musa fX~S\ <uU had instructed. However, when Sayyidina Musa went to 

Mount Tur, thej r began worshipping the calf which was oppressive to their own 
souls. Despite possessing knowledge of the evil deeds of their forebears, later 
Jews still revered them and emulated their ways. [Ibn Kathir, v.l, p. 127] 



(93) When We took a pledge from you And raised Mount Tur above you (saying) 
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"Hold fast to what We have given you and listen." They said, "We hear and we 
disobey." Due to their disbelief, the calf was absorbed into their hearts. Say, 
"Evil indeed is that which your belief commands you if you are believers." 

A PLEDGE IS TAKEN FROM THE JEWS AND THE LOVE OF THE 
CALF IS SOAKED INTO THEIR HEARTS 

# 

Surah Al-Baqarah previously mentioned how Allah uprooted Mount Tur 
and made it hover over the heads of the Jews because they refused to abide by 
the pledge that they had made. They were told, "Hold fast to what We have given 
you and listen." i.e. Listen with the ears of the heart so that you may practise upon 
the truth. 

In reply to this command they said, "We hear and we disobey." Some 
commentators have mentioned that at first they reluctantly conceded to hear the 
command, but they later violated the command. 

"Due to their disbelief the calf was absorbed into their hearts." Just as water is 
absorbed into something, the love of the calf became an inseparable part of their 
psyche. 

"Say, 'Evil indeed is that which your belief commands you if you are believers." 
The Jews claimed to be believers, yet they perpetrated acts of infidelity (Kufr) and 
disbelief. They are asked the above question because it appears that their belief is 
prompting them to do what they do. Belief is supposed to prompt one to do 
good deeds and cannot make a person carry out an act as vile as idol worship. 
Therefore, it is obvious that they are bereft of true belief (Iman). 

Note: Although the Qiir'an has already mentioned that the Jews repented 
for worshipping the calf, the fact that their hearts absorbed it proves that many 
of them did not repent sincerely. Even when the mountain was hovering above 
their heads, they merely conceded to fulfilling the pledge for fear of their lives. 




(94) Say, "If the home of the Hereafter is reserved exclusively for you and none 
else, then wish for death if you are truthful." (95) "They shall never ever wish for 
death because of the deeds that their hands have sent ahead. Allah has perfect 
knowledge about the oppressors" (96) "You will find them to be the most greedy 
of all people for life; even more than the idolaters. Each of them wishes that he 
is granted a life of a thousand years. Even the fact that he is granted this life 
would not save him from punishment. Allah is Ever Watchful over what they 
do." 
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THE JEWS ARE CHALLENGED TO WISH FOR DEATH 

One of the claims that the Jews made was that Heaven (Jannah) was 
exclusively reserved for them. The verse challenges them to "mubahala," (actual 
imprecation to prove truth of one's point) wherein each party prays to Allah to give 
death to whichever party is wrong. When the challenge was put to the Jews 
during the time of the Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 ^ &\ J^>, they declined to accept. 

The above interpretation has been rendered by Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Abbas <up &\ . He adds that the Jews would have immediately perished if they 
had accepted the challenge. Ibn Jarir ^ M has reported a similar statement, 
from the Holy Prophet pJL. <Jlp &\ J^, adding that all their possessions would also 
have been destroyed with them. 

"They shall never ever wish for death because of the deeds that their hands have sent 
ahead. Allah has perfect knowledge about the oppressors" Allah will punish them for 
their sins. 

Allah then says that the Jews will never wish for death because "You will 
find them to be the most greedy of all people for life) even more than the idolaters. Each of 
them wishes that he is granted a life of a thousand years. Even the fact that he is granted 
this life would not save him from punishment. Allah is Ever, Watchful over what they 
do" Immediately upon their deaths they will face Allah's punishment, just as 
Satan (Iblis) will suffer despite his lengthy life of thousands of years. 

Allah says in Surah Jumu'ah (verse 8), 'Say, Verily you will meet with death, 
from which you so flee, then-.you will be returned to the Knower of the unseen and the 
seen, when He will inform you of what you used to do." 

Allama Ibn Kathir Up i>t ^ says that the interpretation of this verse as a 
challenge to "mubahala" is the most accurate interpretation. The Jews were 
challenged to mubahala just as the Christians of Najran were challenged to the 
same (as mentioned in verse 61 of Surah Al Imran, where Allah says, "Whoever 
disputes with you concerning this after the knowledge has came to you, then Say to them, 
Come! We shall Summon your sons and our sons, your wives and our wives, yourselves 
and ourselves. Th.en we shall collectively supplicate sincerely (to Allah) to invoke His 
curse upon the liars"). 

Certain commentators say that the above verse challenges them to wish for 
death so that they could enjoy the bounties they claim for themselves. This 
interpretation does not make mention of mubahala. Allama Ibn Kathir i»i 
writes that this interpretation is not conclusive in sealing the mouths of the Jews 
because they will then tell the Muslims also to wish for death while hail and 
healthy, which no person normally does. 
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(97) Say, "Whoever is an enemy of Jibr'il, then, by Allah's command, he has 
brought to your heart the Qur'an which is a confirmation to what was before it, a 
guidance and a bearer of glad tidings for the believers." (98) Whoever is an 
enemy of Allah, His angels, His messengers, Jibr'il and Mika'il, then Allah is 
certainly an enemy of the disbelievers. 

THE HERETICAL STATEMENT OF THE JEWS THAT JIBR'IL fiU\ Up 
IS THEIR ENEMY 

When the Jews learned that Jibr'il fiLJ\ Up was bringing revelation to the 
Holy Prophet (JL- j U* & JU, they said, "He is our enemy because he brings 
stringent laws. We will not believe in a book that is brought by Jibr'il, who also 
inflicts punishment. If Mika'il were to bring the revelation, we would accept it 
because he also brings Allah 's mercy and rains." 

The Jews once asked the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up iui jl» to furnish answers to 
certain questions, claiming that they would accept him as Allah's messenger if 
the replies were appropriate. The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up J^> replied to all their 
questions, which they accepted. However, when it was mentioned that Jibr'il Up 

brings revelation to the Holy Prophet pJL- 3 Up &\ JL*, they claimed that he 
was their enemy. They said that they will not believe in the Holy Prophet ^ JU 
Up as long a.j Jibr'il fiLJ\ Up brings revelation to him. [Ibn Kathir, v.l, p.120] 

Allah declares. 'Say, 'Whoever is an enemy of Jibr'il, then, by' Allah's command, 
he has brought to your heart the Qur'an, which is a confirmation to what was before it, a 
guidance and a bearer of glad tidings for the believers. Whoever is an enemy of Allah, His 
angels, His messengers, Jibr'il and Mika'il, then Allah is certainly an enemy of the 
disbelievers. " 

Since Jibr'il f*>LJi Up only conveys what Allah reveals, the person who is an 
enemy to him is actually and enemy of Allah. The Jews were foolish to object to 
Jibr'il f*>LJi Up being an envoy of Allah to the Holy Prophet Up a\ because 
the personality of an envoy has no bearing on the nature of the message. He was 
bringing the injunctions of Allah which apply to all mankind. 

By making mention of all messengers and angels in general together with 
the mention of Sayyidina Jibr'il and Mika'il f%Ji r ^> / the message is driven home 
that enmity tow irds any one of Allah's envoys, be they man or angel, will attract 
Allah's wrath. Therefore, enmity towards one angel amounts to enmity towards 
all the angels. No person can claim to detest one angel, while loving another. 

C1L4 £§3 ^MK n % V> 9^. p& &i £0 JSg 

^ ft** <M &j s m^ 

(99) We have certainly revealed clear signs to you. Only the disobedient 
disbelieve therein. (100) Whenever they make a covenant, will a party of them 
discard it? But most of them do not believe. 
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ONLY THE DISOBEDIENT WILL REJECT CLEAR SIGNS 

'Durrul Manthur' (v.l, p.94) reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 
^ ii that the Jew, Ibn Suriya, said to the Holy Prophet Up i jl*, 'Oh 
Muhammad ^ Neither have you brought us anything that we 

recognise, nor did you show us any signs which would make us follow you/ 
Allah revealed the above verse in refutation of this statement. 

Allah says, "Oh Muhammad ^Upi We have certainly revealed clear signs 
f 0 you. Only the disobedient disbelieve therein." Amongst these was the secret 
discussions of the Jews and the details of their forefathers, which the Holy 
Prophet jJL. j aJp ^ could have learnt about only from Allah. This is enough for 
any person who is level minded and not blinded by hatred and jealousy. 

A GROUP AMONGST THE JEWS ALWAYS BREACH THE PLEDGES 
THEY MAKE 

Ibn Kathir reports that the Jews refuted that they made any covenant when 
the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up ju» reminded them of the covenant that they 
undertook to believe in his apostleship. One of them, a person called Malik bin 
Saif said, "I swear by Allah that no covenant was taken from us with regard to 
Muhammad ^L- 3 Up &\ JU." It was then that Allah revealed the verse, "Whenever 
they make a covenant, will a party of them discard it?" Violating covenants had 
become second nature to them. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that the verse consoles the Holy 
Prophet p-L-j Up iii JU by telling him that he should not be distressed about their 
behaviour because they have always been doing so. [v.l, p. 335] Thereafter Allah 
says, "But most of them do not believe. " Of course, there were many who did 
become Muslims. 

(101) When a messenger comes to them from Allah, confirming that which is 
with them, a party of those given the Book renege. They cast the Book of Allah, 
behind their backs as if they have no knowledge. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK CAST THE BOOK BEHIND THEIR 

BACKS 

Allah mentions that when the Holy Prophet pJL, 3 Up 2ut JU came to the Ahlul 
Kitab (People of the Book) with the Qur'an, they refused to believe in either, even 
though both confirmed the Torah. They even discarded the Torah by polluting it 
with their own concocted beliefs and ideologies. In addition to this, they 
concealed the description of the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up jj from the masses 
when they were convinced of his apostleship. [Ruhul Ma'ani v.l, p.336] 
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(102) They follow what the Satan's (Shayatin) recited during the reign of 
Sulayman. Sulayman never disbelieved, but the Satan's (Shayatin) disbelieved 
by teaching black magic to the people. They also followed what was revealed to 
the two angels Harut and Marut in Babylon. They never taught anyone without 
telling them, "We are merely a test, so do not disbelieve." So they learnt from 
the two of them such things whereby they could split a man from his wife. They 
can never harm anyone therewith without Allah 's command. They learnt things 
that harmed them, and did them, no good. Indeed, they knew that there is no 
share in the Hereafter for the one who purchased it. Evil indeed is the price for 
which they have sold their souls. If only they knew." (103) "If only they 
believed and adopted piety (taqwa), then: the reward with Allah is best for 
them, if only they knew." 

BLACK MAGIC WAS RIFE IN BABYLON AND THE JEWS WERE 
DEEPLY INVOLVED IN IT 

The trade of magic is an old one. Although everything occurs by Allah's 
will, magic is one of the causes used to affect changes. Thinking them to be 
insane, people said that Sayyidina Hud and Salih <o>LJ\ were bewitched (i.e. 
affected by black magic). 

The incident between Sayyidina Musa and the magicians is famous. 

This notorious profession of magic prevailed during the time of Sayyidina 
Sulayman 4* as well, and even extended to the time of the Holy Prophet 
pJL-j Up i>\ ju. Bukhari (v.2 f p. 858) Reports how a Jew cast a spell over the Holy 
Prophet jJL. j & J^>. The evil practice is just as rife today. 

Allah says that the Jews "follow what the Satan's (Shayatin) recited during the 
reign of Sulayman (i.e. they dabbled in the practice of black magic)." 
Commentators have narrated that the Satan's (Shayatin) buried some amulets and 
incantations beneath Sayyidina Sulayman' s f %J» a* throne. When he passed 
away, they dug up these items and spread the word that Sayyidina Sulayman 4* 
f*>LJi was never a Prophet, but he reigned over the creation because of the magical 
talent that he wielded. 

Although the learned scholars of the Bani lsra'il never fell for this lie, the 
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masses began to learn and teach magic, considering it to be the knowledge of 
Sayyidina Sulayman Up. In this manner, they discarded Allah's scripture. 

When the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 a> iii JU spoke about Sayyidina Sulayman 
r %J» being a Prophet of Allah, the Jews said, "Muhammad says that Sulayman, 
the son of Daw'ud, was a Prophet, whereas he was nothing but a magician." To 
exonerate Sayyidina Sulayman <v>LJ» Up of any suspicion, Allah revealed the verse 
declaring, "Sulayman never disbelieved (by practicing magic), but the Satan's 
(Shaydtln) disbelieved by teaching black magic to the people. "[Qurtubi and Von Kathir] 

THE TEST BY MEANS OF HARUT AND MARUT 

"They also followed what was revealed to the two angels Harut and Marut in 
Babylon/' Magic was extremely popular in Babylon. Impressed by the feats of 
magicians, people considered them to be blessed and venerable men. To expose 
the harm and evil of magic, Allah sent two angels named Harut and Marut to 
Babylon. They were to show people the clear distinction between magic and 
miracles. They were also a test for people, to discern those who would want to 
pursue evil from those who abstained there from. 

Whenever people would come to them to learn magic, they would first tell 
them, "We are merely a test, so do not disbelieve.' i.e. Do not forsake your Din's 
(Religion's) by learning this evil science. They advised people to learn magic 
with good intentions, otherwise they should rather not bother with it. They 
taught it only to those who pledged not to utilise the knowledge, for evil aims. 
Of course, many did not conform to the conditions of their pledge. 

Hakimul Ummah Thanwi Up iiii writes that a similar example would be 
that of a person who approaches a practising religious scholar to teach him 
modern and ancient philosophy so that he can safeguard himself from the doubts 
in Belief (Imdn) expressed by this science. He also intends to learn it so that he 
can reply to the objections raised by other philosophers. The religious scholar 
then warns him against using the knowledge to attack the beliefs of Islam. When 
the person pledges not to do so, the scholar teaches him. However, if the person 
fails to abide by the terms of the pledge, the scholar cannot be held responsible. 
[Baydnul Qur'dn] 

SOME EFFECTS OF BLACK MAGIC 

"So they learnt from the two of them such things whereby they could split a man 
from his wife." One of the many ill effects of black magic is that it can be used to 
split a loving couple. Only this effect is mentioned because it is one of the most 
detestable deeds in Allah's sight. 

Sayyidina Jabir ^ ifci narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up jut JU said, 
"Verily, Satan (Iblis) places his throne on water. From there, he dispatches his followers 
to cause corruption among people. The closest to him will be the one who causes the 
most strife and harm. (Thereafter, they all report back to him). Whenever one of 
them reports their activity to him, he replies, 'You achieved nothing.' Finally, one 
of them comes to him saying, T pursued a person to such an extent that I 
eventually caused him to be separated from his wife.' Thereupon Iblis calls him 
closer saying, 'You have truly achieved something.' 
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Sayyidina A'mash <ip iui u^ Jr one of the narrators of the hadith, reports that 
he recalls the fact that Satan (Iblis) embraces the devil (Shay tan) who splits a 
couple. [Muslim, v.2„ p. 376] 

MAGIC CAN HAVE AN EFFECT ONLY WITH ALLAH'S COMMAND 

Allah says that those who dabble with black magic "can never harm anyone 
therewith (with their magical spells) without Allah 's command. " Everything 
happens only with Allah's command, but because people are so accustomed to 
witnessing the effects of this, they have grown immune to it. Some examples are: 

Fire can burn only with Allah's command. Without Allah's command it 
cannot burn, like how it could not burn Sayyidina Ibrahim ftLJ\ Up. 

A knife cannot cut without Allah's command, like how it could not cut the 
throat of Sayyidma Isma'il pLJ\ Up. v 

Food cannot satisfy a person even though he eats a large amount —like 
people suffering from certain diseases. 

Water can quench thirst only with Allah's command, without which people 
with certain diseases cannot slake their thirst. 

Because all these things are visible to the man, he regards them as a means 
to reach certain ends. Contrary to these things, the means by which magic has an 
effect are invisible. It is for this reason that people are astonished at its effects. 
However, even these hidden means are useless without Allah's command. 
Therefore, only ignorant people will be impressed by the deeds of magicians and 
the effects of mesmerism. 

When Sayyidina Musa f*>LJi Up was challenged by the magicians, he told 
them that their feats were mere acts of magic which Allah could nullify. Surah 
Falaq and Nas can nullify the spells of the most skilled magicians. 

THE HIDDEN CAUSES OF BLACK MAGIC 

One of the many ways in which magic works is with the assistance of the 
Satan's (Shayatm). People secure the assistance of these Satan's (Shayatm) by 
pleasing them. This is achieved by uttering incantations that contain words of 
disbelief (Kufr) and Polytheism (shirk), and also contain praises for the Satan's 
(Shayatm). They may also secure their assistance by performing deeds pleasing to 
them, like murdering a person and using his blood or some organ. They may also 
be required to constantly remain in a state of impurity or have impurities on 
their person. It is for these reasons that the most accomplished magicians are 
those who are the most filthy and impure, and who flee furthest from the 
mention of Allah's name. 

The spells of female magicians are therefore most effective when they cast 
them while menstruating. Just as the angels assist pious and pure people who 
perform good deeds, the Satan's (Shayatm) assist sinful and impure people whose 
every deed is evil. This is so because assistance can be sought only when a 
likeness exists between the seeker of assistance and the assistant. [Ruhul Ma'am, 
v.l,p.338] 
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THE MAGIC PRACTISED BY PHARAOH'S (FIR'AUN) MAGICIANS 

Allama Ibn Kathir <M & has quoted eight types of magic from Sayyidina 
Abu Abdullah Razi a> &\ i^ Jm He has included in these types such feats that are 
performed by sleight of hand, mesmerism, hypnosis and the use of certain 
chemicals. An example of mesmerism is explained by the way it seems to a 
person travelling by train that the ground is moving with him. This was the type 
of practice that Pharaoh's (Fir'aun) magicians adopted. 

Allah says in verse 66 of Surah TaHa. "Then their (the magicians) ropes and 
their staffs suddenly seemed to appear like slithering snakes to him [Sayyidina Musa 
,%J] on account of their magic" 

Verse 116 of Surah Araf remis, "they mesmerised the peoples' eyes, frightened 
them and displayed wonderful magic" 

These verses prove that the 'magic' during the time of Sayyidina Musa ^ 
,%j was nothing more than mesmerism. However, the effect was so vivid that 
even Sayyidina Musa f>Ui felt some natural fear. Verse 67 of Surah TaHa 
reads, So Musa sensed a hit of fear in his heart" thereupon Allah told him, "Do not 
fear" You shall definitely remain high. Throw down what is in your right hand and it 
will devour what they have conjured. They have merely contrived the plot of a magician, 
and a magician will never succeed wherever he goes", [verses 68 and 69] 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MAGIC AND MIRACLES OF 
PROPHETS f *-Ji (MUJIZAT) 

As mentioned earlier, magic hinges on hidden means to cause the desired 
effect. On the other hand, miracles displayed by the Prophets (Anbiya) fiLJi f+A* 
{called unnecessary (Mu'jizat)} proceed directly from Allah, without any hidden 
or visible means. The miracles of the Prophets (Anbiya) f%J\ are too 
numerous to mention. Amongst these is the cooling of the fire for Sayyidina 
Ibrahim <A*, the staff of Sayyidina Musa f*>LJi aJp which became a serpent and 
which caused the sea to split open for the Bani lsra'il. 

The Holy Prophet jJLj Up &\ also performed many miracles. A single 
handful of sand that he threw temporarily blinded the entire Polytheists army, 
water flowed from between his fingers and hundreds of people ate from a 
meagre amount of food that he served. 

Magic can also be distinguished from miracles (Mu'jizat) by scrutinising the 
person involved. Magic is associated with filthy, impure and sinful people, while 
the Prophets (Arbiya) (#-Ji were pious, upright and pure. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that Allah will never allow any 
magician to reproduce a miracle displayed by any of the Prophets (Anbiya) <r ^ 
f*-A like splitting the sea, raising the dead, making inanimate objects talk, etc. 
He has also written that another difference between a miracle and magic is that a 
miracle can only take place at the hands of a person who is a Prophet of Allah. 
No supernatural act can issue forth from a person claiming to be a Prophet when 
he is not one. Miracles are also accompanied by a challenge for any person to 
beat the feat. Allah has maintained this system to disgrace any false claimant to 
Ris alat(prophethood). [v.l, p.339] 
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After the Holy Prophet ^ the false claimants to Risalat 

(prophethood) have managed only to mesmerise people at the most. They can do 
no more. No magician can ever issue the challenge that the Prophets (Anbiya) ^ 
(OLJi did when performing a miracle. History bears testimony to the fact that no 
person has ever reproduced a miracle of any Prophet of Allah, nor has any 
person nullified any miracle. 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MAGIC AND THE MIRACLES OF 
PIOUS PEOPLE (KARAMAT). 

The supernatural feats performed by pious people who are not Prophets 
(Anbiya) ^LJ\ are called Karamat. Many pious people of the ummah 

followers have displayed Karamat. These Karamat neither draw them closer to 
Allah nor do they increase their status. The pious people are sometimes unaware 
of their own Ka*amat. It is for this reason that many notable saints do not even 
attach importance to these. 

To differentiate between Karamat and magic, the person involved should 
also be scrutinised. Only Allah's pious servants will display Karamat. They are 
people who are constantly engaged in Allah's worship, adhere to the Shari'ali 
and are distant from filth and impurity. 

A supernatural act stemming from a person whose behaviour is contrary to 
this and more in conformance to the behaviour of Satan (Shay tan) will not be 
regarded as a Karamah (singular of Karamat). 

PRACTISING MAGIC IS A SIN AS WELL AS AN ACT Of 
INFIDELITY (KUFR) 

The author of "Bayanul Qur'an" writes that if any form of magic requires 
incantations cortaining words of infidelity (Kufr), then it will be regarded as: 
infidelity (Kufr) e.g. seeking assistance from the Satan's (Shayatm) or the stars 
The status of infidelity (Kufr) will apply even though the magic is not used to 
harm anyone but to benefit others. 

However, when such words are not used but the magic is used to ham 
others, it will be regarded as a sin. If none is hurt thereby, it will not be called 
magic. Howeve if the words used are not clearly understood, it should be 
refrained from. The same applies to all other methods of securing Cure oi 
assistance (even what is called Ta'wiz/ charm), amulet. 

"They learnt things that harmed them and did them no good." Allama QurtuH 
4p interprets this verse to mean that they caused harm to themselves in ft| 
Hereafter although they may have achieved some sort of benefit through magi| 
in this world. Other commentators say that the harm of magic will even overtakf 
the magician in this world. One of the ways is that they stand to face sever] 
punishment if convicted of magic by an Islamic court. § 

Commenting on the phrase "and did them no good', the author of "Rufo| 
Ma'ani" writes that black magic can only auger harm and destruction for 1 ! 
person because no good can come of it. It is just like certain harmful things, 1% 
poisons which are extremely harmful can contain a little benefit, so too a p# s0 f 
practising black magic can never benefit anyone because no real good can &| 
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derived from it. Learning the science is detrimental to one's existence in both the 
worlds. 

Even though a limited amount of good can be had from magic in perhaps 
saving a Muslim from harm, it has been declared bereft of good because such 
cases of benefit are extremely rare. Black magic is almost always used to harm 

others. 

It also has a detrimental effect on the magician himself or herself. No 
magician has ever been known to prosper in this world, nor have any of them 
become leaders. One will notice that these people always live in filth and squalor, 
earning only the little that people pay them to cast spells on others Of course, 
total destruction awaits them in the Hereafter. 

'Indeed, they' knew that there is no share in the Hereafter for the one who purchased 
it. Evil indeed is the price for which they have sold their souls. If only they knew." They 
will earn the terrible tortures of the Hereafter in exchange for the measly gains of 
this world. . . 

Although txiere seems to be a contradiction of terms between "Indeed they 
knew" and "if only they knew" there is really no contradiction. Practising 
something despite possessing the knowledge that it is detrimental is just like 
having no knowledge at all. The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" interprets "If only they 
knew" to mean: 'Although they knew that they were facing terrible consequences 
in the Hereafter, if only they knew exactly what these consequences were, they 
would certainly abstain/ 

If only they believed {in all of Allah's Prophets (Anbiya)} and adopted piety 
(tacjwa) (by abstaining from all sin), then the reward with Allah is best for them if 
only they knew. Even the smallest reward of the Hereafter is better than all the 
things of this world because it is everlasting. 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" mentions that, according to Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 
& &*j> persons found guilty of practising black magic must be executed. Their 
lives will not be spared even if they repent and promise never to repeat the deed. 

\v.lp339] 

Mulla Ali Qari ii writes that the man who practises that black magic 
which falls under the category of infidelity (Kufr) will be executed because he has 
become a infidel (kafir). However, if a woman is found guilty of black magic she 
will not be executed because female apostates are also not executed (she will be 
imprisoned for T ife). If a person is found guilty of such black magic that is not 
classified as infidelity (Kufr), then she will not be executed because of the magic. 
However, if the magic caused anything serious like someone's death, illness or 
separation from a spouse, then the magician (male or female) will be executed 
because she has been instrumental in causing strife to reign on earth. 

A Sahabi by the name of Sayyidina Jundub bin Ka'b & once saw a 
person demonstrate how he could decapitate a person and then replace his head, 
causing him to come back to life. Onlookers were greatly astonished and 
applauded him tor being able to raise the dead. Sayyidina Jundub ^ drew 
his sword and executed the magician, telling the people, "If he can raise the 
dead, he would raise himself as well." the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up At ju* thereafter 
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said about Sayyidina Jundub ^ , "He struck such a blow with his sword 
whereby he assumed the status of an entire ummah." [Al Isabah, v.l, p.250] 

It was necessary to execute the person because his action would lead to 
great corruption by causing people to believe that he could actually raise the 
dead. 

Allama Qurtubi a> &\ ^ reports that a person once came to Sayyidina 
Walid bin Aqba <up i»t who was the governor of Iraq. The person walked on a 
string, entered into a donkey's body from its tail and then emerged from it's 
mouth. Sayyidina Jundub <up i»i executed the person. It was about Sayyidina 
Jundub ii that the Holy Prophet ^ ju*, said "There will be a 
person from my ummah called Jundub. He will strike a blow with his sword 
whereby falsehood will be distinguished from truth." [v.2„ pA7] 

Ruling: It is not permissible to use the words of the Qur'an and Ahadith for 
any practice that causes harm to others e.g. to recite certain Surahs, etc or make a 
charm? To harm anyone, even though Allah's names are used. 

Ruling: Amulets made by people who are assisted by Satan's (Shayatin) will 
also be regarded as magic and cannot be used. It is also not permissible to use 
these amulets when the source is doubtful. 

Note: An incident is commonly reported about how Harut and Marut were 
sent to earth after human passions were instilled in them. On earth, they fell in 
love with a woman called Zahra whom they tried to seduce. She asked them to 
inform her of the Ismul A'zam (a great name of Allah by which all supplications 
are accepted). When they informed her, she immediately ascended to the 
heavens and became a star. 

Thereafter, Allah gave them the option of suffering punishment in this; 
world or in the Hereafter. When they opted for worldly punishment, they were f 
suspended up side down in a well of Babylon, where they will be punished till 
day of resurrection (Qiyamah). Allama Qurtubi ^ i ^ "Ruhul Ma'ani" and 
Allama Ibn Jawzi & have all narrated this incident. However, the 
authenticity of this narration has been questioned. 




(104) O you who believe, do not say, "Ra'ina," but say, "Unzurna" and hearken. 
A painful punishment is reserved for the disbelievers. 

THE MISCHIEF OF THE JEWS AND PROHIBITION FROM SAYINGS 
"RA'INA." 

Part of the insolence displayed by the Jews was that they used to tell tfc 
Holy Prophet (JL-j Up i»\ JU, "Ra'ina." This word may be translated in both * 
Arabic and the Hebrew languages. In Arabic it would mean, "Consider u& 
whereas it is a curse in Hebrews. When addressing the Holy Prophet *4* & s. 

I 



g»rah Al- BaqarajLll_104 



101 



j, they intended the Hebrew meaning of the word, but (because of the Arabic 
meaning of the word), they made it appear to the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up it and 
the other Muslims that they were actually requesting the Holy Prophet's ^ JU» 
^ attention. 

Allah says in verse 46 of Surah Nisa, "Some of the Jews alter words from their 
context and say, We hear and we disobey 7 and Listen in a manner that you do not listen! 
Distorting with their tongues and taunting the Din (Religion) they say 'Ra'ina. ' if only 
they said, We hear and we obey!'' Do listen 1 / and Do grant us consideration/ it would 
have been better for them, and more ethical, However, Allah has cursed them because of 
their disbelief so that only a fe w of them, believe/' 

According to the Arabic language, the companions of Prophet (Sahabah) 
-tf. 2ti used to say, "Ra'ina, Ya Muhammad." ["Look to us, Oh Muhammad the 
Holy Prophet ^-Uj <M & J^\. Sayyidina Sa'd bin Mu'adh ^ &\ who 
understood the Hebrew language, noticed the Jews laughing amongst 
themselves whenever they said, "Ra'ina, Ya Muhammad." He warned them 
never to use those words again, otherwise he would kill them. When they 
objected that the Muslims also used these words, Allah revealed the verse, "Oh 
you who believe, do not say, 'Ra'ina' but say Unzurna and hearken. A painful 
punishment is reserved for the disbelievers/' [Ma'alimut Tanzil, v.l, p. 102] 

Bayanul Qur'an mentions that this verse teaches Muslims to abstain from 
any permissible deed if the possibility exists that the deed could lead to a sin. A 
Muslim scholar will therefore not be permitted to perform any permissible act, 
which another person may misconstrue, leading him to fall into sin when trying 
to do the same. Of course, this will only apply to acts that are not compulsory, if 
an act is compulsory, it will have to be carried out even though people may 
misconstrue it. 

THE LAWS DERIVED FROM THE PROHIBITION OF SAYING 
"RA'INA" 

Allama Jassas & writes in "Ahkamul Qur'an' that any word which 
could have either a good or a bad meaning must not be used unless additional 
words are added to restrict the meaning to the good one. It is also learnt that it is 
not permissible to use any words that will cause people to laugh and mock. 

Allama Ibn Kathir ^ states that the verse prohibits Muslims from 
emulating the words and deeds of the infidels (kuffdr). Thereafter, he quotes a 
hadith from the "Musnad of Ahmad" in which the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up ifci JU 
says, "The one who emulates a nation is from them." Therefore, a Muslim must 
not imitate the dressing, acts of devotion, mannerisms, words and actions of the 
infidels (kuffdr). [v.2, p. 148] 

Many Ahadith have strictly prohibited Muslims from using words that have 
an evil or inappropriate meaning. It is for this reason that the Holy Prophet 
r*~j<l*M has prohibited Muslims from calling anyone 'Shahansha" (The King of 
; *H kings). Such a word can only be used for Allah. [Mishkat] 

In the same regard, the Holy Prophet <X> j &\ changed the name of a 
gtfl named Asia (sinner) to Jamila. He also prohibited people from calling their 
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male slaves 'abdi' (my slave), and their female slaves 'amati' (my slave woman) 
because every person is Allah's slave. He advised them to rather refer to their 
slaves as 'ghulami' or 'jariyati.' [Mishkat] 



(105) The disbelievers from the People of the Book and the idolators do not tike 
that any good is revealed to you from your Lord. But Allah focuses His mercy on 
whomsoever He pleases. Allah is One of extreme benevolence 



THE JEWS AND THE IDOLATORS DETEST THE FACT THAT 
ALLAH'S MERCY SHOULD REACH THE MUSLIMS. 



When the Muslims invited the Jews to accept Islam, they replied by saying 
that Islam is no better than their own Din (Religion). They said that if Islam was 
better than Judaism, only then would they accept. Allah refuted this statement by 
revealing the verse, '(Oh Muslims!) The disbelievers from the People of the Book and 
the idolators do not like that any good be revealed to you from your Lord. 

The Jews detested the fact that the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ J^> was from 
amongst the prcgeny of Sayyidina Isma'il Up (i.e. the Arabs), and not from 
amongst the progeny of Sayyidina Is'haq <v>LJi Up (i.e. the Jews). The Polytheists 
detested Islam because it restricted their carnal passions and opposed their gods. 

Allah dispels their misgivings by saying that He is not bound to do as others 
desire, 'But Allah focuses His mercy on whomsoever He pleases. Allah is One of extreme 
benevolence." None has the right to question Allah's decision. [Ma'alimut Tanzti v.l 
p.103 and Ruhul Ma'ani, v.l, p.350] 

Allama Ibn Kathir Up <5>i writes that Allah expresses the enmity of the 
Jews and the Polytheists in this verse so that the Muslims do not develop any 
affinity or companionship them. Allah refers to the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up it J* 
and all the Believers (Mu'minxn) in the phrase, "whomsoever He pleases." 




(106) Whenever We repeal any verse or cause it to be forgotten. We bring 
something better or equivalent to it. Do you not know that Allah has power over 
all things? (107) Do you not know that the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth belongs to Allah? Besides Him you have no Protecting Friend, nor any 
Helper. 
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THE REASON FOR ALLAH REPEALING LAWS 

Allah has abrogated many laws. It is possible, for example for something to 
be outlawed although it could be made permissible afterwards. Sometimes a law 
ma y be replaced by another. The Polytheists criticised this when they said, 
"Muhammad the Holy Prophet Up &\ says things that he later retracts. If 
the Qur'an was from Allah, there would not have been any abrogation." 

Allah says in Surah Nahl, "When We replace a verse with another; and Allah 
knows best what He reveals; they say, 'You are but a perjurer!' But most of them have no 
knowledge.' [verse 101] 

"Whenever We repeal any verse or cause it to be forgotten, We bring something 
better or equivalent to it."' Laws were abrogated because the later law was 
intended to make matters easier for the Muslims without compromising the 
reward to be attained. Therefore, abrogation is in the best interests of people. 

Abrogation may assume several forms. These are: 

z$> At times a law was abrogated, while the relevant verse still 
remained in the Qur'an. This is termed as 'Mansukhul Hukm." 
An example of this is the law that states that a woman should 
seclude herself for a year after her husband has passed away 
However, this law was repealed, but the applicable verse still 
remains in the Qur'an. The relevant verse is Those of you who 
are abofyt to die and leave their wives behind, should bequeath 
unto their wives a provision for a year so as not to turn them 
out (of their homes). [Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 240] 

=> At times, the law still applied, while the relevant verse was 
abrogated. This is referred to a 'Mansukhut Tildwah. 4 An 
example of this is the law of 'rajm' (when a married adulterer is 
stoned to death). 

=>' Another form of abrogation concerns a law which was replaced 
with another For example, the initial law to face Baitul 
Muqaddas in Salah was replaced with the command to face 
towards the Ka'ba. Another example is the command that 
demanded that a b'equest f be made in favour of one's relatives. 
This law was changed by the verses of inheritance. 

=> It has also occurred that certain laws were abrogated with out 
any replacement being revealed. An example of this is the 
command to test the Believer (Mu'min) women when they 
migrate, which is contained in verse 10 of Surah Mumtahina. * 

=> Other laws and verses were completely removed from the Qur'an 
and erased from peoples' minds. Certain Scholars (Ulama) have 
mentioned that the volume of these verses were as long as Surah 
Al-Baqarah and Surah Ahzdb. They were completely removed 
without any trace of their words and their laws. 

Durrul Manthur reports from Sayyidina Sahl bin Hunaif Uc- iui that a 
certain Sahabi ^ & intended to recite a particular Surah in the Tahajjud 
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Salah, but could not recall anything besides "Bismilluh Hir Rahman Nir 
Rahim." The same transpired with many Companions (Sahabah) <up & on the 
same night. When they reported the incident to the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ^ 
he said, 'The Surah was abrogated last night and erased from peoples' hearts and 
from all places where it was recorded." 

"Do you not know that Allah has power over all things?" Allah can preserve 
verses as they a e, or cause them to be erased forever. According to his perfect 
wisdom, He does as He pleases. 

"Do you not know that the dominion of heavens and the earth belongs to Allah" (if 
He chooses to punish you, then remember) Besides Him, you have no Protecting 
Friend, nor any Helper. 

(108) Or do you wish to question your messenger like how Musa was questioned 
before? The one who exchanges disbelief for belief has certainly strayed from 
the straight path. 

THE PROHIBITION FROM ASKING FUTILE QUESTIONS 

"Ma'alimut Tanzil reports that the Jews once asked the Holy Prophet &\ JU 
jjL, j Up, "Oh Muhammad the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ JU! Why don't you present 
the Qur'an as a complete book from the heavens like Musa fiLJ\ Up did'?" 
According to another narration, the Polytheists of Makkah told the Holy Prophet 
pJL.j Up &\ that they would only believe in him if they saw Allah and His 
angels before them. The above verse was revealed in response to such demands. 

Allah commands that the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up ifci JL> must not be asked to 
do those things that the Bani Isra'il asked Sayyidina Musa ^LJ\ Up to do. The 
Bani Isra'il even asked Sayyidina Musa p^LJi Up to show Allah to them. There is 
no need to make such requests because the Truth has already been made 
manifest in many other ways. However, they ask merely as an objection and will 
not accept even when it is shown to them. 

Allah says in Surah Qasas (verse 48), "When the truth from Us comes to them 
they say, 'Why is he not given what was given to Musa?' Did they not deny what was 
given to Musa from before? 

They said, "They are both magicians assisting each other and they also said, 'We 
reject each one of them>" 

Muslim reports that the Holy Prophet ^L-j Up &\ JU* once told the 
Companions (Sahabah) <up &\ , "Oh people! Hajj has been made compulsory on 
you. So perform it." Thereupon someone asked, "Is hajj compulsory every year?" 
The Holy Prophet Up ii JU remained silent till the question was repeated 
thrice. Thereafter, the Prophet jJL-j Up 2»i JL* said, "If I had to say, 'Yes,' hajj 
would become compulsory on you every year, which you would not be able to 
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do Leave me as long as I leave you (i.e. do not ask about something I do not tell 
u ) The previous nations were destroyed because they asked their Prophet 
(Anbhja) many questions and then opposed their commands. When I issue any 
Instruction, fulfill it to the best of your ability. If I forbid something, refrain from 

Sayyidina Mughira bin Shu'ba ^ &\ narrates from the Holy Prophet 
» , Up that Allah detests vain talk, excessive questioning and wasting money. 
lMi$hkat,p.419] 




(109) Many of the People of the Book wish that they could return you to be 
disbelievers after you have believed. This is due to jealousy from within after 
the truth has because apparent to them. Pardon and overlook till Allah issues 
His command. Undoubtedly Allah has power over all things. (110) So establish 
Salah, pay Zakah. You shall find with Allah whatever good you have sent ahead 
for yourselves. Verily Allah is Watchful of what you do. 

THE INFIDELS (KUFFAR) DESIRE TO CONVERT THE MUSLIMS 

Besides not believing despite being convinced of the Risalat (prophethood) 
of the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up JU>, the Jews left no stone unturned to prevent the 
Arabs from becoming Muslims. They even went to the extent of attempting to 
convert those who had already accepted Islam. Allah cautions the Muslims to 
beware of them in the above verse saying, "Many of the People of the Book wish that 
they could return you to be disbelievers after you have believed. This is due to jealousy 
from within after the truth has become apparent to them. " 

At the time when the verse was revealed the Jews were still in a powerful 
economic position while the Muslims had not yet entrenched a firm foothold in 
Madinah, Therefore, Allah commanded the Muslims, "Pardon and overlook till 
Allah issues His command. Undoubtedly Allah has power over all things." Allah has 
the power to change situations. Consequently, the time came when the Jewish 
tribe of the Bani Nadir were banished to Khaibar and the Bani Quraizah were 
executed. 

Thereafter Allah says, "So establish Salah, pay Zakah. You shall find with Allah 
whatever good you have sent ahead for yourselves. " 

In the above verses, Allah advises the Muslims to establish Salah after 
already commanding them to exercise patience with the words, "Pardon and 
overlook till Allah issues His command." This conforms with verses 45 and 
253 of Surah Al-Baqarah where Allah advises, "Seek assistance with patience and 
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Salah." Muslims can attain victory over their enemies by performing good deed s 
that will secure success in both worlds. 

"Verily Allah is Watchful of what you do." Allah will reward or punish peop{ e 
according to theif deeds. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah it reports that the Holy Prophet Up ii 
(JL. j said, "When a person gives even a single date in charity from Lawful (halflj 
sources (Allah only accepts Lawful (halal), then Allah will nurture and develop 
the Reward for this just as a person grows up his little pony. Eventually, th e 
reward grows so big that it equals the size of a mountain." [Bukhari, v.l, p.189] 

V^l <-L£>4 pi fH^o fjA t4^ <>— ^ 

(Ill) They say, "None but a Jew or a Christian will enter Heaven (Jannah)." This 
is their hope. Say, "Produce your proof if you are truthful." (112) However, the 
one who surrenders himself to Allah and does righteous deeds shall find his 
reward with his Lord. Neither will fear overtake them, nor shall they grieve. 

A DENIAL OF THE CLAIM OF THE JEWS AND THE CHRISTIANS 
THAT HEAVEN (JANNAH) IS RESERVED ONLY FOR THEM 

"They say None but a Jew or a Christian will enter Heaven (Jannah)." The Jews 
claimed that Heaven (Jannah) was reserved for them, while the Christian 
claimed that only they may enter Heaven (Jannah). Despite adulterating their 
scriptures and denying Allah's Prophets (Anbiya), these people have the audacfr 
to claim their places in Heaven (Jannah)\ Due to the baseless nature of their claim 
Allah says, "This is their hope." 

Allah then commands that they should be asked, "Produce your proof if p 
are truthful" They have absolutely no proof for their claim to be the chose? 
people. 

Verse 18 of Surah Ma'idah quotes them as saying, "We are Allah 's (MM 
and beloved." How can anyone be close to Allah when they subscribe % 
polytheistic beliefs and reject Allah's messengers? They believed these things If 
appease their consciences and also because of the misleading advice of then 
leaders. 

The Jewish Din (Religion) is ancestral because they believe that only tbfl* 
people can be Jews. They do not propagate their Din (Religion) because they fe 
that their Din (Religion) is reserved for them only. They believe that only * 
have been guided and that the rest of mankind should have no Din (Relict 
from Allah. 

The Christians do not even follow the Din (Religion) brought by Sayyid^S 
Isa f*>LJ Up. They claim that he told them that he was Allah's son and that ^ 
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commanded them to worship him and his mother. They also claim that 
Sayyidina Isa f%J ( ^ told them that he will be killed and that Allah had His son 
killed to serve as salvation for all mankind. However, they have fabricated all 
^hese claims and have nothing to prove that these claims are true. 

The Christians accept all these claims because of convenience. It is all top 
easv to endlessly commit sins and have them all forgiven by the priest the 
following Sunday. In this stupor, they even concede to the priest as being Allah's 
deputy. Despite all these made up beliefs, the Christians claim their right to 
Heaven (Jannah)l This is nothing more than mere wishful thinking. 

People of many other Din's (religions) also entertain this wishful thinking 
with regard to themselves. However, none of them can prove that their Din 
(Religion) can secure salvation for them in the Hereafter. It is strange that these 
very people eat and enjoy Allah's bounties, yet offer their allegiance and 
devotion to other gods, wishfully expecting to attain Heaven (Jannah)\ 

WHO IS DESERVING OF HEAVEN (JANNAH)? 

Allah describes the people worthy of Heaven (Jannah) when He says, 
"However, the one who surrenders himself to Allah and does righteous deeds shall find 
his reward with his Lord. Neither will fear overtake them, nor shall they grieve. " This 
verse contains the prescription for entry into Heaven (Jannah), which any person 

can use. 

The Arabic word "muhsin" (translated above as "does righteous deeds) is 
derived from the root word 'Ihsan,' which refers to a person who performs an act 
properly or whose beliefs are correct. Certain commentators have translated 
muhsin' as 'sincere.' Therefore, the 'muhsin' will be one whose beliefs conform 
to what the Holy Prophet ^JL-j *ip & JL* has taught. Whoever does not conform to 
these beliefs cannot be termed a 'muhsin' and therefore cannot secure Heaven 
(jannah) for himself 

Similarly, the person whose deeds do not conform to the teachings of the 
Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ JU>, as well as the one whose deeds are not carried out 
sincerely for Allah's pleasure, will have his/her deeds rejected. Such a person 
will therefore receive no rewards in the Hereafter. 

Allah says in the concluding verse of Surah Kahf, "So whoever aspires for the 
meeting with his Lord should perform good deeds and not associate anyone as partner to 
the worship of his Lord." 

If the infidels (kuffar) perform a deed sinceTrely for Allah's pleasure, it will 
not be accepted because of their corrupted beliefs. With regard to their deeds, 
Allah says in verse 23 of Surah Furqan, "We will then turn to their deeds 
and reduce it to scattered dust." 

If anyone should say that the verse does not specify that a person needs to 
be a Muslim to enter Heaven (Jannah), he will be told that the phrases "the one 
who surrenders himself to Allah" and "does righteous deeds {i.e. is a Benefactor 
(touh&in)}" will automatically disqualify non-Muslims. Besides this, other verses 
specify this condition e.g. Allah says in Surah Al Imran, "Whosoever seeks q Din 
(, '%on) besides Islam, it shall never be accepted from him, and he will be, in the 
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Hereafter, amongst the losers." [verse 85] 




(113) The Jews say, "The Christians are upon naught/' while the Christians say, 
"The Jews are upon naught/' whereas they recite the scripture. Those who have 
no knowledge say exactly what they say. Allah will judge between them on the 
Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) concerning the matters in which they differ. 

THE DEBATE BETWEEN THE JEWS AND THE CHRISTIANS. 

Durrul Manthur {v. I, p. 108) reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ 
-up Ai. that the Jews were present with the Holy Prophet jJL-j i»i JL* when % 
Christians of Najran came to him. One of the Jews by the name of Rafi bit 
Harmila said to the Christians, "You people have no basis, nor did you ever 
have." In saying so he rejected the Risalat (prophethood) of Sayyidina Isa v . 
as well as the Injil. 

Thereupon a person from the Christians said, "You people are upot 
naught!" (i.e. your Din (Religion) has no source). In this way, he also becaii 
guilty of refuting one of Allah's Prophets (Anbiya) [Sayyidina Musa f*>^Ji <Js] arc 
His Book (i.e. the Torah). 

It was with reference to this dispute that Allah revealed the above vers 
saying, "The Jews say, 'The Christians are upon naught, while the Christians say, '1 
Jews are upon naught,' whereas they recite the scripture." Based on their knowledg 
of the Torah and the Injil, both parties were aware of the fact that Sayyidia 
Musa (OLJt <uU and Sayyidina Isa <OLJt Up were Allah's Prophets (Anbiya). 

"Those who have no knowledge say exactly what they say." i.e. People of tk 
nations prior to the Jews and the Christians also rejected the truth, just like ft 
Polytheists of Makkah rejected the apostleship of the Holy Prophet ^ j & ■} 

However, "Allah will judge between them on the Day of Judgment (Qiyam 
concerning the matters in which they differ" The truth will then become apparer 
from falsehood for all to see. 

Allah says in Surah Saba (verse 26), "Say, 'Our Lord will gather us and U 
decide between us with the truth" 

The author of Bayanul Qur'an writes that Allah will decide practical 
between them by dispatching the people of falsehood to Hell and the people 
the truth to Heaven (Jannah). The theoretical decision has already been made 
this world via various logical and other proofs. 
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(114) "Who can be more unjust than the one who prevents the name of Allah 
being taken in the mosque (masajid) and exerts himself f o^ its ruination. These 
people may only enter therein in fear. Theirs shall be humiliation in this world 
and a terrible punishment in the Hereafter." 

THE GRAVE INJUSTICE OF PREVENTING ALLAH'S NAME BEING 
TAKEN IN THE MOSQUE (MASAJID) 

"Ma'alimut Tanzil" (voll, pg. 107) reports from certain commentators that the 
above verse was revealed with reference to the Polytheists of Makkah when they 
prevented the Holy Prophet pJL-j a> &\ and the Companions (Sahabah) it 
-up from entering the Masjidul Haram) to perform Umrah. 

Masajid [plural of Mosque (Masjid)] are constructed for Salah, recitation of 
the Qur'an, remembrance of Allah (dhikr), etc. Tawaf also takes place in the 
Masjidul Haram. Preventing people from these acts will result in the ruination of 
a Mosque (Masjid). While the Polytheists thought that they were maintaining the 
Masjidul Haram as its custodians, they were actually contributing to its ruination 
by placing their idols in the Ka'ba and preventing the Muslims from performing 
their Salah therein. This was one of the reasons that forced the Muslims to 
migrate to Madinah. 

When the Muslims tried to return to Makkah to perform umrah, the 
Polytheists did not even allow them to enter the precincts of Makkah. Eventually 
the Muslims had to return without performing umrah and were only allowed 
into Makkah the following year. 

Allah says about the Polytheists, "These people may only enter therein in fear." 
Theirs shall be humiliation in this world and a terrible punishment in the 
Hereafter". This verse foretold the conquest of Makkah by the Muslims, where 
after the Polytheists feared entering the Masjidul Haram. The declaration was 
finally made that no polytheist (Mushrik) was ever to enter the Masjidul Haram 
again. [Ma'alimut Tanzil, v.l, p.107] 

Other commentators have mentioned that the verse refers to the Jews and 
the Christians, who violated the sanctity of Baitul Muqaddas. Sayyidina Mujahid 
says that the verse refers specifically to the Christians, who used to 
throw harmful things into the Baitul Muqaddas and prevented people from 
performing Salah there. 

Sayyidina Qatadah Up i»i i^j says that the verse refers to the Romans who, 
because of their enmity for the Jews, assisted the fire worshipping Bakht Nasr to 
destroy Baitul Muqaddas. Sayyidina Ka'b Ahbar &\ ^ says that the 
Christians burnt Baitul Muqaddas after seizing control. Now, any Christian 
entering there will do so in fear. [Durrul Manthur, v.l, p.108] 
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Whatever the specific reference of the verse, the wording of the verse is 
general. The verse makes it clear that preventing Allah's name being taken in the 
mosques (masajid) is an act of great injustice. It will be permissible to prevent 
such people from the Mosque (Masjid) who have left the fold of Islam e.g. those 
who believe that another Prophet came after the Holy Prophet (JL-j ^ &\ JU. 
Preventing their entry will not be regarded as preventing Allah's name being 
taken because it will actually save others from infidelity (Kufr). 

When such a group of people were prevented from entering a mosque 
(Masjid), they recited the above verse in their defence. Thereupon a learned 
scholar recited to them the following verse of Surah An' am, 'Who can be more 
unjust than he who invents lies against Allah and says, 'Revelation comes to me, when 
no revelation comes to him at all? (And who can be more unjust than) he who says, I 
shall soon reveal the like of what Allah has revealed." [verse 93] 

Some commentators have mentioned that the phrase "These people may only 
enter therein in fear" does not only apply to the Masjidul Haram, but to any 
Mosque (Masjid). [Ibn Kathir, v.l, p.157] 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that, with Allah's grace, He has 
fulfilled His promise to grant victory to the Muslims. Therefore, a Christian may 
only enter Baitul Muqaddas in fear and disguise. Sayyidina Qatadah &\ 
reports that any Christian found in Baitul Muqaddas is severely punished. 

Since the verse does not stipulate that the Muslims will remain in control 
over Baitul Muqaddas forever, none can raise the objection that the Christian 
Crusaders seized control of Baitul Muqaddas [after which Salahudin Ayyubi 
i> defeated them]. Because of the weakness in the Belief (Iman), deeds and 
strategy of the Muslims, they lost control over the region. 

"These people may only enter therein in fear." The author of "Bayanul Qur'an" 
interprets this verse to mean that these people ought never to even enter Baitul 
Muqaddas without fear, let alone violate its sanctity. Violating its sanctity is the 
injustice referred to at the beginning of the verse. 

"Theirs shall be humiliation in this world and a terrible punishment in the 
Hereafter" All those who prevented Allah's name being taken in the Masjidul 
Haram and Baitul Muqaddas suffered defeat at the hands of the Muslims. The 
Jews and Christians had to pay protection tax (Jizya) to the Muslims. However, 
they will suffer the worst punishment in the Hereafter. 

(115) To Allah belongs the east and the west. Wherever you turn, you will find 
Allah's presence. Undoubtedly Allah is All Encompassing, All Knowing. 

YOU WILL FIND ALLAHS PRESENCE WHEREVER YOU TURN 

Lubabun Nuqul has recorded three narrations which provide reasons for 
the revelation of this verse. The common factor in all these narrations is that the 
Companions (Sahabah) ^ &\ erred in determining the accurate direction of the 
Qibla (either because of darkness of the night or overcast conditions). They all 
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performed their Salah facing the direction they thought was most accurate in 
their estimation Only when light returned did they realise how wrong they 
were. 

When they reported the matter to the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up i» c5 U / he 
remained silent. It was then that Allah revealed the above verse. One of these 
Tnarrations is reported in Tirmidhi. 

THE LAW REGARDING THE DIRECTION OF THE QIBLA 

Like many other verses of the Qur'an, this verse denotes that every' 
direction belongs to Allah (not only the east and west). Therefore, Allah reserves 
the right to stipulate any direction as a Qibla (a direction to face while praying to 
Allah). 

The Being of Allah is not restricted to any place or direction. People have to 
face the direction that He ordains as their Qibla. Performing Salah in the 
stipulated direction will secure His pleasure. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar <up i» says that the above verse was 
revealed with regard to performing Nafl (optional) Salah while on a journey. 
While the Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 Up &\ JL* travelled from Makkah to Madinah, he 
performed Nafl (optional) Salah in the direction which the camel faced. [Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidina Anas bin Sirin Up &\ ^ reports that they received Sayyidina Anas 
bin Malik <up i>i as he returned from Sham (Syria). When he reached a place 
called Ainut Tarnar, they noticed that he was performing Salah while facing a 
direction that was completely deflected from the Qibla. When Sayyidina Anas 
bin Sirin *ip asked the companion (Sahabi), Sayyidina Anas bin Malik &s 
-up about this, the latter replied, "I would have never done this if I had not seen 
the Holy Prophet pJL- 3 Op fa JU, do the same." [Muslim, v.l, p.244/5] 

"Undoubtedly Allah is All Encompassing, All Knowing." Some commentators 
have mentioned that Allah's knowledge encompasses everything, while others 
translate the word to mean that Allah is extremely lenient in His commands and 
passes such laws that people find easy to practise upon. 

Others translate the word to mean that Allah is extremely generous, while 
another group of commentators maintain that it means that Allah's mercy and 
forgiveness encompass all sins because He may forgive any of them. [Qurtubi, v.2„ 
p.84] 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" says that Allah's Kingdom and mercy encompass 
everything, because of which He has made the matter of Qibla easy and flexible 
for people. He has knowledge of every action and will even reward the person 
who faces the wrong direction on condition that he performs Salah solely for 
Allah's pleasure. 

VARIOUS RULINGS CONCERNING THE QIBLA 

Ruling: Facing the Qibla is one of the conditions of Salah. Salah will be 
unacceptable without facing the Qibla unless fear of an enemy does not allow 
one to face the Qibla. In that case, any direction will suffice. That particular 
direction will then be regarded as a person's Qibla. 



Ruling: If an individual or a group reach a place where there is nobody to 
show them the direction of the Qibla, they should determine the direction as best 
as they can. Thereafter each person should face the direction that he feels i s 
accurate. If, once they have commenced Salah, someone informs them of the 
correct direction they merely have to turn in that particular direction while still 
in Salah. They will not have to repeat their Salah, nor start afresh. 

Ruling: It will not be necessary to repeat one's Salah if one finds out after 
the Salah that the direction was incorrect. 

Ruling: If a group of Muslims cannot see each other due to intense 
darkness, each one may face the direction he deems correct. They will then be 
able to perform their Salah in congregation even though they are all facing 
different directions. However, if any one of the followers knows that the 
direction towards which the Imam is facing is contrary to the direction to which 
he is facing, then he will not be able to follow this Imam in Salah. 

The person to whose back the Imair\ faces will also not be regarded as part 
of the congregation because he is considered to be ahead of the Imam. 

Ruling: When a person is travelling on a conveyance outside the boundaries 
of a town, he may perform Nafl (optional) Salah in whichever direction the 
conveyance is facing. He may continue his Salah even though the conveyance 
changes direction. 

Ruling: Fardh (compulsory) Salah can only be performed facing the Qibla. 
However, one is excused when performing Salah in a place where there is none 
to inform him of the correct direction. Then too, he will have to ponder deeply 
over the correct direction. Only after deliberation will he be allowed to perform 
his Salah. 

Ruling: People travelling by sea, spacious trains and aeroplanes can easily 
face Qibla when performing Salah. They can only face another direction if it is 
impossible to face the Qibla. 

THE REASON FOR FACING TOWARDS A QIBLA. 

A Qibla is necessary to attain unity when performing Salah. Without the 
Qibla, people will be facing in various directions, leading to much disturbance 
and disagreement. After migrating to Madinah, the Muslims faced Baitul 
Muqaddas in Salah, where after the Qibla was changed to the Ka'ba. The details 
of this will be given, Insha Allah. 

Muslims do not worship the Ka'ba, but face the direction to achieve 
uniformity and concentration. Although they face the Ka'ba, they worship Allah f 
It never crosses their minds that they are worshipping the Ka'ba, unlike the 
idolators who worship the idols they face. 

Note: The fact that the Muslims faced Baitul Muqaddas and the Ka'ba 
shows that worship is reserved for Allah because the direction never really 
mattered to Allah, to Whom belongs all directions. When Muslims throughout 
the world face the Ka'ba in Salah, they face it from every direction, making all 
directions of the Ka'ba a Qibla. This provides a clearer interpretation of the verse 
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'Wherever you turn, you will find Allah 's presence." 




(116) They say, "Allah has taken a son." Allah is Pure! To Him belongs whatever 
is in the heavens and the earth. All are subservient to Him; (117) The Creator of 
the heavens and the earth. When He decides a matter, all He says is, "Be!" and it 
is. 

THE DEVIATION OF THOSE WHO ASCRIBE CHILDREN TO 
ALLAH 

Allah immediately refutes those who say that He has a child when He says, 
"Allah is Pure!" The Jews said that Sayyidina Uzair (OLJi Up was Allah's son, 
while the Christians maintained that Sayyidina Isa ^LJi Up is Allah's son (as 
mentioned in verse 30 of Surah Tauba). 

The Polytheists of Makkah used to say that the angels are Allah's daughters. 
Allah says in Surah Bani Isra'il, "Has your Lord chosen sons only for you and taken 
the angels as His daughters? You are surely making a preposterous statement" [verse 40] 

Verse 19 of Surah Zukhruf mentions, "They make the angels, who are Allah's 
bondsmen, as females. Were they present at their creation? Their claim will be recorded 
and they will be questioned. " 

The Qur'an denies that Allah has any children, and the fact is made clear in 
Surah Ikhlas, where Allah says, "He begets not, nor was He begotten. There is none 
comparable to Him." [verses 3 and 4] 

Verses 100 and 101 of Surah An' am state, "Yet they associate the Jinn as 
partners to Allah whereas He had created them. And they fabricate sons and daughters 
for Him without knowledge. He is Pure from these things and Exalted above what they 
ascribe. He created the heavens and the earth without a sample. How can He have 
children when He has no wife? He created everything and has knowledge of everything." 

Allah says in Surah TaHa, "They say, Rahman has taken a child. You have 
certainly said a grave thing. The heavens may split asunder because of it, the earth may 
be cleaved open and the mountains may crash to pieces. All this because they ascribed 
children to Allah. It is not befitting of Rahman to take children. Everything within the 
heavens and the earth shall come to Rahman as slaves {on the Day of Resurrection 
(Qiyamah)}." [verges 88 to 93] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ &\ narrates from the Holy Prophet <A* & J^> 
r^-j that Allah says, "The son of Adam has falsified Me whereas he should not do so. He 
swears Me whereas he should not. His falsification is that he says that I cannot resurrect 
him, whereas it is the same to Me to create him the second time as I did the first time. His 
swearing is that he says that I have children, whereas I am Pure from having a wife and 
children. I am the One, The Independent. I beget not nor was I begotten. There is none 
equal to Me. " [Bukhari, v.2„ p.744] 



Surah Al- Baqarah 2: 118 



114 



Anwar-uI-Baygn (v. 1) 



The above verses and hadith spell out clearly that Allah detests that people 
ascribe children to Him. If it were not for His extreme mercy and compassion, He 
would have destroyed the entire universe because of their Polytheism (shirk). 

NONE IS MORE FORBEARING THAN ALLAH 

Sayyidina Abu Musa Ash'ari <up & reports that the Holy Prophet & 
^L-j Up said, "None is more forbearing than Allah in tolerating what people say, 
People say that Allah has children, yet He forgives them and even sustains 
them." [Mishkdt p. 13] 

"To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth. All are subservient to 
Him." For any relationship to exist between Allah and those whom people refer 
to as His children, some similarity has to exist. However, no one ever be at all 
similar to Allah. Therefore, it is impossible for them to be His children. To ascribe 
children to Him will mean that He needs them, whereas Allah needs nothing. It 
will be tantamoimt to saying that He is not perfect and that He has defects. It is 
for this reason that, in the hadith, ascribing children to Allah is described as 
swearing Him. 

"The creator of the heavens and the earth." Allah created the universe without a 
model and He is the Only Being Who is perfectly in control of it. 

"When He decides a matter, all He says is, Bel and it is.,' This verse describes the 
majestical power of Allah. He does not require any means or material to create 
anything. His mere intention to create something is sufficient to ensure the 
existence of the thing in question. Just as Allah does not require any means or 
matter, He does not also require any children and assistants. 

The function of children is to assist the parents and serve as their successors 
after their demise. Allah requires no assistance and will never die. He therefore 
has no need for children. 

Some commentators have mentioned that Allah literally says the word 
"Kun!" (translated above as "Be!"). People have objected to this by saying that it 
is not possible, nor sensible to address something that is non-existent. However, 
this objection is invalid because the existence of the particular thing is *not 
necessary for the address to take place. Many Commentators say that Allah does 
not need to say "Kun!" The term is merely an expression of the great speed with 
which Allah creates. 

(118) Those without knowledge say, "Why does Allah not speak to us, or why 
do you not show us a sign?" Those before them said exactly the same thing. 
Their hearts are alike. We have already expounded the signs for those who have 
conviction. 
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THOSE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE WANT ALLAH TO SPEAK TO 
THEM 

It was common among various nations that they refuted the proofs and 
miracles shown to them by the Prophets (Anbiya) f*>LJ\ ^+1*. Rather, they wanted 
to witness miracles that they demanded. One of their demands was that Allah 
should speak to them. They said, "Why does Allah not speak to us, or why do you not 
show us a sign?" Certain commentators have mentioned that the verse refers to a 
statement of the Polytheists, while others say that it was a statement of the Jews 
and the Christians. 

If the verse refers to the Polytheists, they fit well into the description of 
"Those without knowledge" because they were generally illiterate people. 
However, if the verse is assumed to refer to the Jews and the Christians, then 
"Those without knowledge" would mean that they behaved as if they had no 
knowledge. 

"Those before them said exactly the same thing. Their hearts are alike" The people 
of previous nations also said the same things to their Prophets (Anbiya) fiLJ\ 
because they were just as obstinate and rebellious/ 

"We have already expounded the signs for those who have conviction. " All the 
previous Prophets (Anbiya) f%Ji as well as the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ ju> 
performed numerous miracles for the people. However, those who do not wish 
to believe will not do so even if the truth is as clear as daylight. 

Allah says in Surah Qamar (verse 2), "Even if they see miracles, they turn away 
saying, 'This is incessant magic/ 

Verse 109 of Surah An'am says, u They swear solemn oaths by Allah that if any 
sign comes to them from Allah, they will definitely believe therein. Say, 'Signs are only 
with Allah. How do you know that if the sign comes to them, they will still not believe?" 

They only ask for a miracle because of their obstinacy, but they never really 
intend to believe if it is shown to them. 



(119) Undoubtedly We have sent you with the truth, as a bearer of glad tidings 
and a Warner. You will not be questioned about the people of the Blaze. 

THE HOLY PROPHET Up Ai J* WAS SENT AS A BEARER OF 
GLAD TIDINGS AND AS A WARNER 

Allah addresses the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ in this verse saying, 
"Undoubtedly We have sent you with the truth, as a bearer of glad tidings and a warner" 
the Holy Prophet's ^ 3 Up Ai J^> mission was to teach people the deeds by which 
they can enter into Heaven (Jannah). He described these deeds to people and also 
warned them about the sins that will lead them to the doom of Hell. 




"You will not be questioned about the people of the Blaze." Here Allah consoles 
the Holy Prophet ^L. 3 Up Ai Ju* by telling him that he should not be grieved about 
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those who refuse to accept his message. His task was merely to propagate Islam. 
Allah is the One Who can make people believe. Allah will not question the Holy 
Prophet jJLvj Up &\ Ju^ about the reason for the rejection of the Infidels (kuffar). 

Allah says in Surah Ret d, "propagation will be your responsibility and reckoning 
Ours." [verse 40] 

Verses 21 and 22 of Surah Gashiyah reads, "Remind, for verily you are a 
reminder. You are not a warder unto them" 

Allah says in the concluding verse of Surah Qaf , "We are best aware of what 
they say. You are not a tyrant over them. So remind with the Qur'an those who fear the 
threat." [verse 45] 

(120) The Jews and the Christians will never be satisfied wjith you until you 
follow their Din (Religion). Say, "Guidance is only the guidance of Allah." If 
you were ever to follow their whims after the knowledge that has come to you, 
you will have no protecting friend nor any helper against Allah. 

THE JEWS AND CHRISTIANS WILL NEVER BE SATISFIED WITH 
YOU UNTIL YOU ADOPE THEIR DlN (RELIGION). 

"Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l, p. 110) reports that the Jews and Christians once 
proposed to the Holy Prophet Up & that he should compromise on 
certain principles and enter into a settlement with them so that they could accept 
Islam. In response to this proposal the above verse was revealed, where Allah 
says, "The Jews and the Christians will never be satisfied with you until you follow their 
Dm (Religion) " 

Allama Qurtubi Up &\ i^j writes {v.2, p. 93) that the verse tells the Holy 
Prophet (J- j Up &\ JL* that even if he has to reproduce the miracles that they 
demand from him (as mentioned in the previous verse), they will still never be 
satisfied till he forsakes Islam and follows their Din (Religion). 

"Say, 'Guidance is only the guidance of Allah." Anything contrary to Allah's 
guidance will lead to distant deviation. Thereafter Allah says, "If you were ever to 
follow their whims after the knowledge that has come to you, you will have no protecting 
friend nor any helper against Allah." Although the verse is addressed to the Holy 
Prophet pJL, j Up JU>, it actually applies to his ummah because it was impossible 
for the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up A\ JU to follow any other Din (Religion). 

The demand of Belief (Imdn) is that the Believer (Mu 'min) should strive only 
to please Allah, even though it may earn the displeasure of others. Trying to 
satisfy others at the expense of Allah's pleasure is foolish and detrimental. It is 
tragic that the Muslims in today's times attempt to imitate the ways and manners 
of the Infidels (kuffar). They feel no shame in shaking hands with strange women 
and even feel proud to wear the tie. 
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In doing all this they feel that their Infidels (kuffar) colleagues will be 
pleased with them. Otherwise, they feel that they will be ridiculed. It is 
extremely sad that they hanker after praise from the Jews and Christians even 
though they earn Allah's displeasure. They fail to realise that these few deeds 
will never satisfy the Infidels (kuffar). The Infidels (kuffar) will be satisfied only 
when the Muslim has converted to their Din (Religion). 

Muslims do not need praise from the Infidels (kuffar) because they already 
have the accolade of being believers from amongst the ummah of the Holy 
prophet jJL-j <l!p &\ J^>. Securing honour from the Infidels (kuffar) will lead to 
disgrace in both the worlds. Allah says in Surah Nisa, "Do they seek honour 
from them (kuffar) All honour belongs only to Allah." [verse 139] 

Note: The verse states that the Jews and Christians will not be satisfied until 
the Muslims follow their "Din (Religion)/' The word "Din (Religion)" is singular, 
whereas the Jews and Christians follow different Dm (religion). Therefore, one 
would expect that the word "Dfn's (Religion's) be used instead. Commentators 
have mentioned that Allah has used the word as a singular to denote that, 
although the Infidels (kuffar) belong to various denominations and Din (Religion), 
they all share the common factor of infidelity (Kufr). Therefore, there actually 
exists only two Din (Religions) viz. Islam and infideUty (Kufr). 

It is also an acknowledged fact that all religious groups unite as allies to 
fight Islam, making them one team. Worse is the fact that many so-called 
Muslims sects (tut whose beliefs are un-lslamic) are also plotting to destroy 
Muslim countries. 

A WORD OF CAUTION TO THE MUSLIMS 

The above verse informs Muslims that they should never compromise any 
Islamic principles to appease the infidels (kuffar) because Islam is not a man- 
made Din (Religion), but a code of life ordained by Allah. Muslims have no right 
to alter any Islamic principles. The Infidels (kuffar) alter their Din (Religion) 
because their Din (Religion) is a product of their own doings. The laws of Islam 
cannot be changed even if some people collectively try to do so. 




(121) Those to whom We have given the Book recite it as it rightfully should be 
recited. These are the ones who believe in it. Whoever does not believe it shall 
certainly be the losers. 

THOSE WHO RECITE THE BOOK AS IT DESERVES TO BE 
RECITED 

The above verse praises the Believers as people who recite the Qur'an "as it 
n ghtfiilly should be recited." Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ &\ ^ and Sayyidina 
^Mullah bin Mas'ud ^ &\ have interpreted the verse to mean that these 
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people carry out the deeds enjoined by the Qur'an and abstain from what it 
forbids. They recite the Qur'an as it was revealed, without making any changes 
to the words or the meaning. 

Sayyidina Hasan Basri ^ it ^ interprets the verse to mean that they 
practise those verses that are lucid, believe in those that are 'mutashabih" 
(allegorical) and refer their doubts and queries to the men of knowledge. 
Sayyidina Umar ^ & has mentioned that this verse refers to people who 
plead for Allah's mercy when they recite any verse mentioning His mercy, and 
they implore Him for safety from punishment when they recite verses which 
mention His punishment. [Ibn Kathir, v.l, p.163/4] 

Reciting the Qur'an as it was revealed means that the Qur'an must be 
recited in compliance to the rules of Tajwid. The Arabic; alphabet comprises of 29 
letters, all of which have to be recited correctly, together with all their vocal 
attributes. Negligence in this regard will lead one to recite a letter as another, 
thereby changing the meaning of words. By doing so, one's Salah may also be 
nullified in certain instances. To correct this, it is imperative that every Muslim 
should study the subject of Tajwid. 

Allah then says that those who recite the Qur'an as it should be recited "are 
the ones who believe in it. "It is noted from this that one of the demands of 
belief (Imdn) is that the Qur'an be recited as it rightfully deserves to be. 

"Whoever does not believe it shall certainly be the losers" Their ultimate abode 
will be nothing less than Hell. 



(122) Oh children of Isra'il, call to mind My favour that I bestowed upon you 
and that I preferred you above the universe. (123) Fear the day when one soul 
will not avail another in the least, no ransom will be taken, no intercession will 
be of any assistance, and they will not be helped. 

THE BANI ISRA'IL ARE AGAIN REMINDED OF ALLAH'S 
FAVOURS TO THEM 

In the same words used in verse 47 of Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah again J 
reminds the Bani Isra'il about His favours to them saying, "Oh children of]sro!U 
call to mind My favour that I bestowed upon you and that I preferred you above *| 
universe" After verse 47, Allah proceeded to mention the many favours in detail f 
Allah made mention of the various evils and false hopes of the Jews. They wete^ 
reminded of the time when they worshipped the calf, of their involvement^! 
magic, of their mockery of the Holy Prophet ^Upii^by saying "Ra'ina, 
and many other crimes. 
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After mentioning all these ill deeds, Allah repeats the opening two verses 
with a slight change in the second. These verses remind them of Allah's favours 
for which they need to express gratitude by carrying out good deeds. Thereafter, 
they are reminded about the Hereafter so that they desist from their evil ways 
and accept Islam. However, despite all of this, many of the Jews never accepted 
Islam- 

(124) When his Lord tried Ibrahim with certain words which he fulfilled, Allah 
said, "I am to make you a leader for the people." Ibrahim said, "And from my 
progeny?" Allah replied, "My covenant will not reach the oppressors. 

SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM ? *~Ji Up PASSES THE TESTS AND IS MADE 
A LEADER 

Allah says that He "tried Ibrahim with certain words which he fulfilled. " 
WHAT IS MEANT BY "CERTAIN WORDS?" 

Some commentators say that these "words" refer to the laws of his Shari'ah, 
which Sayyidina Ibrahim <oUt aJ* fulfilled to the finest detail. Allah says in Surah 
Najm (verse 37), "And Ibrahim who fulfilled the commands" With regard to what 
these laws and commands were, Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ ^ has 
tendered the following interpretations: 

> The injunctions and rites of Ha]] 

> Laws of purity and cleanliness. Five of these pertain to the 
head, while another five concern the rest of the body. Those 
relevant to the head are: 

(1) Trimming the moustache. 

(2) Gargling the mouth. 

(3) Rinsing the nostrils, qis is done during ablution and bath (this is 
referred to as "istinshaq" in the Ahadith. 

(4) Brushing the teeth with a twig (miswdk). 

(5) Combing a path through one's hair 

The five relevant to the rest of the body are: 

(1) Paring the nails. 

(2) Shaving the pubic hair. 

(3) Circumcision. 

(4) Removing underarm hair. 

(5) Washing with water after answering the call of nature. 

Bukhari (p.473) reports that the Holy Prophet ^Uj 4* & said, "Sayyidina 
*rahim (OUi Up circumcised himself at the age of 80, at a place called Qadum." 
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Sayyidina Sa'id bin Musayyib aJ^ i»t reports that Allah's friend Sayyidina 
Ibrahim ^y^\ <d* was the first person to entertain guests, the first to circumcise 
himself, the first person to trim his moustache and the first to have white hair 
appear on his face. When he noticed it, he asked, "Oh my Lord! What is this? 7 
Allah replied, "This is reverence (i.e. a means of securing reverence from 
others)." Upon hearing this, he said, "Oh Allah! Increase my reverence." [Mu'attaof 
Malik] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas & & has also mentioned that six of the 
commands issued to Sayyidina Ibrahim fiLJ\ ^ concerned the physical body, 
while the other four pertain to Hajj. Those concerning the body were: 

1. Removing pubic and under arm hair. 

2. Circumcision. 

3. Paring the nails. 

4. Trimming the moustache. 

5. Brushing the teeth with a Miswak. 

6. Takixg a bath on Fridays. 

The injunctions pertaining to Hajj were 

1. Making T aw af around the ka'ba. 

2. Walking between Safa and Marwa. 

3. Stoning the Jamardt' 

4. Performing the Tawafuz Ziyarah. 

A fourth interpretation of the commands by Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 
-up in are that they were 30 in total. Ten are mentioned in verse 112 of Surah 
Tauba, where Allah says, "Those who repent, those who worship, those who praise 
(Allah), those who fast, those who bow {in bowing (ruku)}, those who prostrate (in 
sajdah) those who enjoin good, those who forbid from evil and those who maintain the 
limits set by Allah. Convey the glad tidings to the believers." 

The other ten are mentioned in Surah Ma'arij and at the beginning of Surah 
Mu'minun. The other ten are mentioned in verse 35 of Surah Ahzab. After 
omitting the repetitions in this verse of Surah Tauba, the commands in the verse 
are as follows: 

1) Making Taubah (repenting for one's sins). 

2) Worshipping Allah. 

3) Praising Allah. 

4) Fas ling. 

5) Making bowing (ruku) (the bowing posture of Sal ah). 

6) Making sajdah (pro: tration). 

7) Enjoining what is good. \ 

8) Forbidding from evil. 

9) Taking care not to transgress the limits set by Allah. 

There are nine commands in this verse, although Allama Ibn Kathir & ^ 
aJp has reported Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ & as saying that there are 
ten. In my humble opinion, Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas & ^ j has also 
included the preceding verse (verse 111 of Surah Taubah) in his count often. The 
verse reads, "Indeed Allah has purchased from the believers their lives and wealth * 
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that they may have Heaven (Jannah). They fight in Allah's path, slaying and being 
slain." This verse includes the command of striving in Allah's way, which 
completes the count of ten. 

Surah Mu'oinun contains the following commands 

1) Humility in Salah. 

2) Abstaining from futility 

3) Paying zakah. 

4) Safeguarding the private organs. 

5) Safeguarding trusts. 

6) Fulfilling pledges. 

7) Steadfastness in Salah. 

Surah Ma'arij contains the above seven commands, together with another 
three to complete ten. The additional three are 

8) Stipulating a portion of one's wealth for the needy and 
beggars. 

9) Fearing Allah's punishment. 

10) Giving accurate testimony 

The commands contained in Surah Ahzab are 

1) Fulfilling the acts of Islam. 

2) Believing with the heart 

3) Being obedient. 

4) Being true in word and deed. 

5) Being perseverant in carrying out Allah's commands and 
when faced with difficulties. 

6) Being humble. 

7) Spending in charity. 

8) Fasting. 

9) Safeguarding one's private parts. 

10) Engaging in excessive dhikr (remembrance of Allah) 

Many of tha commands mentioned here also appear in the verse of Surah 
Mu'minun. Adopting humility, as mentioned in the verse of Surah Ahzab, 
denotes humility in all facets of life and not only in Salah. Therefore, one should 
be humble in one's deeds and in dealings with others. The limbs should be 
humble in the sense that they should never perpetrate any deed in opposition to 
Allah's laws. 

The word 'sa'ihun' may be translated as those who fast, as well as those 
who fight in Allah's way. According to Sayyidina Ikrima aJLp & it refers to 
those students who travel to seek religious knowledge. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ &\ has also mentioned that the 
commands received by Sayyidina Ibrahim fiLJ\ Up could be: 

U Separating from his people for Allah 's sake. 

63 Debating with the tyrant Nimriid about Tauhid, thereby Asking 
his life. 



Sffl Migrating from his homeland to (Sham) Syria. 

COS Entertaining guests on Allah's behalf and spending his wealth 

for the same purpose. 
B3 Slaughtering his son. He not only accepted the command but 

even went to the extent of attempting to cut his son's throat. 

However Allah replaced the boy with a ram. 

When Sayyidina Ibrahim Up passed all these tests, Allah told him, 
"Submit!' He replied, "I submit to the Lord of the universe." 

Allama Ibn Kathir Up &\ ^ has mentioned the above discourse in his (tafsir) 
exegesis, was which we have added some additional information. Thereafter, he 
goes on to quote the interpretations of Sayyidina Hasan Basri Up & about the 
commands issued to Sayyidina Ibrahim ftLJ\ Up. He also adds another 
interpretation of Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas <up ii ^j, in which he mentions 
that the commands refer to all the verses mentioned before and after the verse. 
This is also the opinion of Sayyidina Mujahid Up i^ Jm 

Allama Ibn Kathir Up & a^j also quotes Allama Ibn Jarir Up i>i ^ as saying 
that all the inte? pretations rendered by the various commentators apply to the 
verse. It will only be possible to restrict the meaning of "words" when an 
authentic hadith mentions a specific explanation. 

However, since no authentic Ahadithto this effect can be traced, one cannot i 
restrict the meaning of the verse. Allama Ibn Kathir u* &\ then says that the l 
opinion of Allama Ibn Jarir Up &\ ^ seems most appropriate and correct. 

THE LEADERSHIP OF SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM fiU\ 

"Allah said, 7 am to make you a leader for the people." Commentators mention ] 
that the leadership conferred on him was a prize for fulfilling the various 
commands. Allah tested him with these tasks to prepare him for the position of 
leadership. 

Allah granted him leadership by conferring the mantle of Risalat | 
(prophethood) on him, by revealing certain booklets to him, and making leaders I 
from amongst his progeny. Consequently, all the Prophets (Anbiya) p+A* after | 
him were from his progeny and they were all commanded to follow his creed 1 
This command was given to the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ JL> and his ummah asl 
well (as mentioned clearly in the Qur'an). I 

Although ell the laws of Sayyidina Ibrahim's <v>Ui Up Shari'ah were noil 
found in the Dins (Religion's) of Prophets (Anbiya) (OLJi p^ip after him, many of 
them were. This discussion is based on the interpretation of Sayyidina Ibrahim's 

Up leadership being permanent. However, it is also possible to assume that 
the leadership mentioned was a temporary one, restricted to the people of hfc 
time. 

If this leadership refers to Risalat (prophethood), some of the commands 
mentioned above will not apply because they occurred only after Sayyiditf 
Ibrahim f^J\ Up became a Prophet, e.g. slaughtering his son. This only happen^ 
after^ he became a Prophet and will therefore not fall under the interpretation of 
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"words" that Allah tested Sayyidina Ibrahim fOLJ with. This is so because 
the leadership was a reward that came after fulfilment of the 'words'. [Ruhul 
Ma'am, vX p.3 75] 

"Ibrahim said, 'And from my progeny (will they also receive leadership)?' 
Allah replied, 'My covenant will not reach the oppressors." If leadership refers to 
Risalat (prophet nood), then the "oppressors" will refer to the Infidels (kuffar), as 
Allah says in a verse, 'The Infidels (kuffar) are oppressors indeed' [Surah Al-Baqarah, 
verse 254) 

This verse denotes that Infidels (kuffar) did exist in the progeny of Sayyidina 
Ibrahim *4* and that Risalat (prophethood) is not hereditary. Allah grants 
Risalat (prophethood) to whomsoever He wills. 




(125) When We made the House (Ka'ba) a gathering place for people and a place 
of peace. Take the station of Ibrahim as a place of Salah. We commanded 
Ibrahim and Isma'Tl (saying), "Purify My house for those who perform Tawaf 
those who remain secluded therein and those who bow (in ruku) and prostrate." 

THE KA'BA IS MADE A PLACE FOR GATHERING AND PEACE. 

The detailed story of how Sayyidina Ibrahim {%J>\ was commanded to 
leave his wife and child in the desert of Makkah will be narrated in Surah 
Ibrahim, Insha Allah. The above verse merely mentions that Sayyidina Ibrahim 
>%J\ Up and his son Sayyidina Isma'Il pLJ were commanded to clean the 
Ka'ba after building it. 

Allah says that the Ka'ba is a 'mathabah' (translated above as "place of 
gathering"). The word is derived from the root word 'thaba,' which means 'to 
return/ Therefore, the literal translation of the word 'mathabah' will be 'a place 
of return.' Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ & and others have mentioned 
that it has been named thus because people always go to the Ka'ba, make Tawaf, 
and then return to their homes. In this manner, people return time and time 
again because they are never completely satisfied. Other commentators have 
translated it as a 'place of gathering' because people from all over the world 
gather there. 

Thereafter, Allah describes it as a "place of peace." Allah says in Surah Al 
Wan {verse 97), "Whoever enters it will be safe" Even during the period of 
ignorance, people regarded the Ka'ba as a place of safety and people entering 
therein were assured safety. When the Arabs used to fight each other, they took 
heed not to touch the residents of Makkah. 

Allah says in Surah Ankabut, "Do they not see that We have made the Haram a 
mce of safety whereas people are snatched away around them. Do they believe in 
tmehood while being ungrateful for AIM 's bounties. " [verse 67] 

Fighting is not permitted in the Haram because it is a place of safety. 
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Sayyidina Jabir & At reports from the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up & J^>) that it is 
not permissible for any person to brandish any weapon within the Haram. 
[Muslim, v.l, p. 439] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas *i* Ai reports that the Holy Prophet At 
^jUp said, "Killing in the Haram has not been permitted for anyone before me, 
It has also not been allowed for me except for a brief portion of the day (when 
the Muslims conquered Makkah). Makkah is sacred and its sanctity will remain 
till Judgment day (Qiyamah)." [Bukhari] 

According to Imam Abu Hanifah Up &\ <^ Jr a person who seeks refuge in the 
Haram after murdering someone outside the Haram, will be forced to leave the 
Haram before he can be executed. He may be forced to leave by denying him 
food and drink. [Ruhul Ma'dni v.l, p.378] 

It is also not permissible to hunt any animals within the Haram. One is 
prohibited from cutting any trees, plants and even thorns in the Haram. The 
details of this ire found in Bukhari, Muslim, and in the books of Islamic 
jurisprudence. 

"Take the station of Ibrahim as a place of Salah/' There are various 
interpretations about the "Maqam Ibrahim" ("The station of Ibrahim"). It is 
commonly believed that it is a rock whereupon Sayyidina Ibrahim Up stood 
when constructing the Ka'ba. It served as a ladder for him as the building \ 
heightened. Standing on this rock, he built the Ka'ba, while his son, Sayyidina I 
Isma'il Up passed the bricks and mortar to him. 

After completing the construction, Sayyidina Ibrahim ftLJ\ Up joined this 
rock to the wall adjoining the door of the Ka'ba, where it remained for centuries 
However, during the Caliphate (khilafah) of Sayyidina Umar ^ i ^ floods 
caused it to dislocate from its position, after which he had it placed where it 
stands today i.e. apart from the Ka'ba. 

It should bj noted that the Companions (Sahdbah) & At were still alive 
during the Caliphate (khilafah) of Sayyidina Umar <up At ^>j. Since none objected 
to his action, they must have all consented to it. Then too, Sayyidina Umar & y. 
-up was amongst the righteous Caliph (khalifa) {righteous caliphs Khulafa-e 
Rashidin}, regarding whom the Holy Prophet pJL-j U* & J^> said, 'Adhere strictly 
to my practices and the practices of the Khulafa-e- Rashidin." | 

The Prophe t p-L-j Up At also said, "Follow the two after me, (viz.) Abuj 
Bakr and Umar.' [Tirmidhi] | 

One of the great benefits of moving the location of the Station of Ibrahifj 
(Maqam Ibrahim) is that it creates more space for people to perform Tawaf wher| 
others are engaged in Salah behind the Station of Ibrahim (Maqam Ibrahim). Tfoj 
is especially beneficial in today's times when the number of people performing 
Tawaf has reached phenomenal proportions. f 

For a long while, the Station (Maqam) was surrounded by four walls aft| 
remained lockea. The present government has placed it in a glass enclosure $| 
that it is visible. The footprint of Sayyidina Ibrahim (%Ji Up can be clearly 5# f f 
imprinted on it. [Muslim, v.l, p.395] | 
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After performing the Tawaf during the farewell hajj, the Holy Prophet JL* 
Up ami stood before the Station (Maqdm) and recited the verse, "Take the station 
of Ibrahim as a p. ace of Salah." He then performed two rakahs of Salah in such a 
manner that the Station (Maqdm) was between himself and the Ka'ba. In these 
two rakahs he recited Surah Kafirun and Ikhlas. 

Sayyidina Umar ^ reports that he once told the Holy Prophet & J^> 

Up that it would be excellent if the Station (Maqdm) was made a place of 

Salah. Thereupon, Allah revealed the verse, "Take the station of Ibrahim as a place of 

Salah." [Bukbari,i.2„ p.644] 

Performing two rakahs of Salah after Tawaf is wajib (compulsory). Although 
it may be performed anywhere within the Masjidul Haram, it is best to perform 
it behind the Station (Maqdm). 

THE COMMAND TO PURIFY THE KA'BA. 

"We comrr anded Ibrahim and Isma'il (saying), 'Purify/ My house for those 
who perform Tiwaf those who remain secluded therein and those who bow 
(niku), and prostrate " Although the purification of the Ka'ba is mentioned, the 
verse denotes that the entire Masjidul Haram be kept clean because the various 
actions of Salah, Tawaf and Itikaf (seclusion within the Mosque (Masjid) take 
place there). 

Purity of the place refers to physical and spiritual purity. The Ka'ba and 
Masjidul Hararr are to be purged of infidelity (Kufr), Polytheism (shirk) and all 
acts of irreligiot_sness. Idol-worship, lying, stealing and all other sins must also 
be eradicated from the area. 

Sayyidina Sa'id bin Jubair <ip ^ ^ has interpreted the word 'akifin' 
(translated above as "those who remain secluded therein" to refer to the residents of 
Makkah. Sayyidina Ata Up <^ ^ says that the word refers to those people who 
come to Makkah from other places and stay in the Masjidul Haram. Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Abbas <up &\ says, "Whenever we enter the Masjidul Haram and 
sit therein, we are in the regarded as "akifin.' Those people who remain in the 
Masjidul Haram for Seclusion (Itikaf) are also implied by the verse 

"those who bow (ruku) and prostrate" refers to those who perform Salah in the 
Haram. 

THE REWARD OF PERFORMING TAWAF 

Tirmidhi reports from the Holy Prophet ^JL- j Up &\ that the person who 
circumambulates the Ka'ba (makes Tawaf), counting properly that he has 
completed seven circuits, shall receive the reward of setting a slave free. 

The Prophet <X* 3 Up iui has also mentioned that, for every step placed 
down and for every one lifted, a good deed is added to the records of a person 
and a sin is eraspd. 

THE REWARD OF PERFORMING SALAH IN THE MASJIDUL 

HARAM 

The Holy Prophet 4> iiii said, "The reward of one Salah in my 
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Mosque (Masjia) (Masjidun Nabawi) is a thousand times superior to another 
Salah, with the exception of Salah performed in the Masjidul Haram. Salah in the 
Masjidul Haram is a hundred thousand times superior than Salah performed 
elsewhere." [At Targhib mat Tarhtb, v.2„ p.2U] 



(126) When Ibrahim said, "Oh my Lard! Make this a city of peace and sustain its 
inhabitants with fruit, such of them as believe in Allah and the Last Day/' Allah 
said, "I shall flrant a brief profit for him who disbelieves, thereafter I will drive 
him to the punishment of the Fire. It is the worst of abodes." 

SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM f *Ji PRAYS FOR THE INHABITANTS OF 
MAKKAH 

Sayyidina Ibrahim fluti prayed to Allah saying, "Oh my Lord! Make this a 
city of peace" As a result of this Supplication (du'a), Allah made Makkah a place of 
peace and secuiity. He also prayed to Allah saying, "and sustain its inhabitants 
with fruit, such of them as believe in Allah and the Last Day." 

Sayyidina Ibrahim r *>LJ ^ excluded the Infidels (kujfar) from this 
Supplication (du'a) because Allah had already told him earlier, "My covenant will 
not reach the oppressors" However, Allah sustains believers and Infidels (kujfar) 
alike. However, the profits of the Hereafter are reserved exclusively for the 
Believers. For this reason Allah replied to Sayyidina Ibrahim's f *-Ji 4* 
Supplication (du'a) by saying, "I shall grant a brief profit for him who disbelieves (as 
well), whereafter 1 will drive him to the punishment of the Fire. It is the worst of abodes" 

Sayyidina lsma'U pus Up lived in Makkah together with the other believers. 
However, after some time, people resorted to idol-worship and became 
Polytheists. They even placed their idols inside the Ka'ba. If Sayyidina Ibrahim's 
r %ji 4jp Supplication (du'a) was accepted as he had made it, the people of Makkah 
would have slaved when they became Polytheists. However, Allah continued to 
provide for them. 

THE FRUITS OF THE WORLD REACH MAKKAH 

Allah accepted the Supplication (du'a) of Sayyidina Ibrahim r *>LJi Up and 
caused the fruits of the entire world to reach Makkah for the benefit of the 
residents and the outsiders. Allah says in Surah Qasas, "Have We not settled them 
in a peaceful Haiam, to which the fruits of everything is attracted. This is by way oj 
sustenance from Us, but most of them do not know. ' [verse 57] 

Close to Makkah is a fertile place called Ta'if which supplies Makkah with 
various fruits. Fruits from all over the world are also imported to Makkah, and 
one can scarcely imagine any fruit that has not reached Makkah. 




c.irah Al- Bacjaraii 2: 127-128 127 Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 

Many commentators have mentioned that the word 'fruit" is not restricted 
to the fruit that grows on trees. They say that the word also refers to the 'fruit' of 
machines and factories i.e. their manufactured products. One will notice that 
every type of m mufactured article is available in Makkah even though the area 
barely has any industries. 

THE HOLY PROPHET ^JL-j k JU> PRAYS FOR MADINAH 

Muslim (v.l, p.442) reports from Sayyidina Abu Hurairah aip- &\ j that the 
first fruit of the season was always presented first to the Holy Prophet <^ & JU 
^ y Thereupon he would pray to Allah thus: "Oh Allah! Bless us in our fruits, 
bless us in our city, bless us in our 'saa' and bless us in our 'mudd' (the 'saa' and 
the 'mudd' were measures of weight during that time). Oh Allah Ibrahim <OLJ 
was Your friend, bondsman and messenger. I am also Your bondsman and 
messenger. Ibrahim fiLJ\ ^ prayed for Makkah and I pray for Madinah. Grant 
for Madinah whatever Ibrahim <v>LJ» asked for Makkah, and double of it." 
Thereafter, the Holy Prophet pJL. j Up &\ JU would call for the smallest child and 
give the fruit to him/her. 

Sayyidina Anas bin Malik ^ &\ reports that the Holy Prophet ii JL> ' 
prayed thus: "Oh Allah! Grant Madinah twice the blessings You gave to 
Makkah." [Muslim, v.l, p.442] 

The Holy Prophet's (JL-j iui Prayer (Du'a) was accepted and it can be 
clearly seen today that Madinah receives twice as much as fruit, food and 
commercial commodities that Makkah receives. 



(127) When Ibrahim and Isma'il raised the foundation of the House (Ka'ba), 
(they prayed) "Oh our Lord! Accept from us. Indeed You are the All Hearing, the 
AH Knowing. (128) "Oh our Lord! Make us subservient to You and make from 
our progeny a nation that is subservient to You. Show us our rites and accept our 
repentance. Without doubt, You are the Most Pardoning, the Most Merciful" 

SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM AND ISMA'IL f *Ji Up CONSTRUCT THE 
KA'BA. 

The angels originally constructed the Ka'ba. Later, when its walls were 
brought down by floods during the time of Sayyidina Nuh its location 

then became unrecognisable. When Sayyidina Ibrahim and Isma'il were 
charged with the task of reconstructing the Ka'ba, Allah sent an angel to show its 
location to them 



Allah refers to this when He says, "When We showed Ibrahim the location of the 



Surah Al- Baqarah 2: 127-128 128 Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. i 



house" [Surah Hap, verse 26] The area presently outside the Ka'ba called the Hatim 
was originally ;>art of the Ka'ba itself. However, five years before the Holy 
Prophet's <JL.j Up & apostleship, the Quraish rebuilt the Ka'ba but ran short of 
funds. Therefore, they could not complete the construction but merely built a I 
short semi-circular wall to denote the actual extent of the Ka'ba. This demarcated j 
area is called the Hatim and has no roof ] 

Muslim (v.:, p.429) reports that the Holy Prophet ^jUp^i Jl^ once told 
Sayyidah Aysha & ^ Jf Tf it were not for the fact that your people were new \ 
Muslims, I would have broken the Ka'ba down and reconstructed it according to 
the design of Sayyidina Ibrahim v>LJ» Up. The door would then be on ground 
level and the Hijr (Hatim) would be part of the building/' Another narration 
reports that the design of Sayyidina Ibrahim fXJi Up had two doors. 

However, the Holy Prophet ^JU 3 Up &s JU left the Ka'ba asjt was built by the 
Quraish. Sayyidma Abdullah bin Zubair <up iui later reconstructed the Ka'ba 
according to the original plan of Sayyidina Ibrahim f>LJ\ 4p but the notorious 
Hajaj bin Yusuf razed this building to the ground and had it rebuilt according to 
the design of the Quraish. 

When the Caliph (Khalifa) Harun Ar-Rashid Up A\ requested advice from 
Imam Malik Up i»\ ^ to rebuild the Ka'ba as it was built by Sayyidina Abdullah 
bin Zubair Imam Malik Up jji ^ said, "Oh Caliph (Khalifa) Do not 

make the Ka'bc. a toy for every king, so that they can all demolish it and I 
reconstruct it. Its sanctity will then vanish from peoples' hearts." [Nawawi in the 
commentary of Muslim, v.l, p.429] 

Bukhari (v.l, p.476) reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ &\ that 
Sayyidina Ibrahim <v>uJ* Up told his son Sayyidina Isma'Il Up, 'Allah has 
commanded me to fulfil a task." Sayyidina Ism'il (OLJi Up replied, "You will have 
to obey the command." "Will you assist me?" asked Sayyidina Ibrahim f*>LJi Up 
"Certainly," rep ied the son. Thereafter, Sayyidina Ibrahim Up pointed to an 
elevated site saying, "Allah has commanded me to erect a house there." 

Consequently, father and son set to work. Sayyidina Isma'il f**J\ Up passed 
the material to Sayyidina Ibrahim fiL~l\ Up, who built the walls. When the walls 
grew higher, Sayyidina Ibrahim (OUJi Up began to use the Station (Maqam) as a 
ladder. As they built, the two continuously recited the Prayer (Du'a) , "Oh our 
Lord! Accept from us. Indeed You are the All Hearing, the All Knowing." 

Despite the fact that both were Prophets (Anbiya) fiLJ\ ^^Up carrying out the 
task with complete sincerity, they pleaded to Allah to accept their efforts. This 
teaches us to pray always for acceptance from Allah even though the deed is 
done with sincerity. One never knows when pride or ostentation may creep into 
the intention. Allah speaks about such sincere people in the Qur'an, who 
constantly fear that their deeds may be rejected. 

Allama Ibn Kathir Up ^ reports that once Sayyidina Wahb bin Al Wird 
Up iii wept upon reciting the verse, "When Ibrahim and Isma'il raised tk 
foundation of the House (Ka'ba), (they prayed) "Oh our Lord! Accept from us. Indeti 
You are the All Hearing, the All Knowing" He then prayed, "Oh Merciful! Your 
friend is building Your House fearing that the deed will not be accepted; 
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(whereas we think that our small efforts are accepted)/' 

Sayyidina Ibrahim and Isma'il ^LJ\ Up also prayed to Allah thus: "Oh our 

Lord! make us subservient to You' It is the trait of a believer that he -prays to Allah to 
preserve his belief 2nd obedience. " 

THE PRAYER FOR A SUBSERVIENT NATION 

The illustrious father and son also made the following Prayer (Du'a) : "and 
make from our progeny a nation that is subservient to You." Certain commentators 
have mentioned that Sayyidina Ibrahim r>L3 Up made this particular Prayer 
(Du'a) because when Allah told him, 'My covenant will not reach the oppressors, " 
he realised that c 11 of his progeny will not be believers. 

Commentators mention that the Prayer (Du'a) was for the Arabs, who were 
the progeny of Sayyidina Ibrahim <ip via Sayyidina Ismail Up. A 
believer (Mu'min) should always be concerned about the plight of his future 
generations and pray to Allah to preserve Islam in their lives as well. 

Describing the qualities of the Believers, Allah says in Surah Furqan, "Those 
who say, "Oh our Lord! Accord to us the coolness of our eyes from our spouses and 
children, and make us leaders of the pious. " [verse 74] 

Allah says in Surah Tahrim, "Oh you who believe, save yourselves and your 
families from the fire" [verse 6] 

PRAYING FOR THE RITES OF HAJJ 

Another Pr ayer (Du'a) that the two eminent Prophets made was. "Show us 
our rites and accept our repentance. Without doubt, You are the Most Pardoning, the 
Most Merciful/ Allama Ibn Kathir Up & ^ writes (v. 2, p.183) that after Sayyidina 
Ibrahim <OLJ Up had completed the Ka'ba, Sayyidina Ibrahim f>LJ\ Up took him 
by the hand to Mount Safa and Mount Marwa, telling him that these two are 
from Allah's signs (see commentary of verse 158 of Surah Al-Baqarah). 
Thereafter, he took him to Mina, and then to Muzdalifa, where he was told that it 
was called the ' Mash'arul Haram" (see commentary of verse 198 of Surah Al- 
Baqarah). Sayyidina Jibr'il <OLJi Up then took Sayyidina Ibrahim f*~J\..<A* to 
Arafah, where he taught him the rites of the Hajj. 

Thereafter, he thrice asked Sayyidina Ibrahim ftLJ\ Up whether he 
understood the rites of the hajj, whereupon Sayyidina Ibrahim fzLJ\ Up confirmed 
that he did. Thereafter, Sayyidina Ibrahim f>LJ» Up announced the hajj to people, 
as Allah says tc Sayyidina Ibrahim <OLJ Up in Surah Hajj, "Announce the Hajj 
amongst the people" [verse 27] 

People believing in oneness of Allah (Tauhid) continued to perform the hajj 
thereafter. Eventually, when the Polytheists rose, they contaminated these rites 
with acts of Polytheism (shirk) and even altered the months of hajj. They 
performed Tawaf naked and never went to Arafah, but returned after spending 
time only in Muzdalifa. 

When the Holy Prophet jJL- j Up ^ conquered Makkah, he put an end to 
these ignorant customs and announced that none shall ever again perform Tawaf 
na ked, and that no Polytheist (Mushrik) must ever perform the hajj. In the 9th 
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year after Hijrah, the Holy Prophet ,JL- 3 Up ifoi JU, performed what was termed 
''The Farewell Hajj (Hujjatul Widd)," during the course of which he taught people 
the proper rites of hajj saying, "Learn the rites of hajj from me." 

The Holy Prophet jJL- j & also told the people on that occasion, 'Stay 
at your places where your people used to stay because you are the successors of 
your father, Ibrahim (OLJi Jp." [Mishkat, p. 228] 

Any person proceeding for hajj or Umrah must be acquainted with the 
relevant laws and injunctions. It is tragic to note that some people nowadays pay 
no heed to the regulations and then scorn those who correct them. 

ZsOSj \jz i& ^4 j % 

(129) "Oh our Lord! Send among them a messenger from their midst who will 
recite Your verses to them, teach them the Book and wisdom, and purify them. 
Without doubt, You are the Mighty, the Wise." 

THE PRAYER FOR A MESSENGER AMONG THE PEOPLE OF 
MAKKAH IS ACCEPTED 

Among the prayers that Sayyidina Ibrahim and Isma'il f*>LJi r ^lp made when 
constructing the Ka'ba was that Allah should send a Prophet from among the 
Arabs. This Supplication (du'd) was accepted and Allah sent the Holy Prophet 
p-L-j Up &\ who was an Arab from Makkah. He was also from the family of 
Sayyidina Ibrahim and Isma'il (OLJ r ^U. Whereas all the Prophets (Anbiya) after 
Sayyidina Ibrahim fU-Ji Up belonged to the lineage of Sayyidina ls'haq <v>LJi Up, 
the Holy Prophet ^JL-j. Up was the only Prophet from the lineage of 

Sayyidina Isma'il <v>LJi Up. 

The "Musnid Ahmad" reports that Sayyidina Abu Umamah & once 
asked the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ii when mention was first made of him. The 
Prophet fL- j Uf &\ replied, "I was the Supplication (du'a) of my father 
Ibrahim r *>LJi Up, the glad tiding of Isa fiLJ\ Up and the manifestation of the dream 
that my mother saw where a light emerged from her and illuminated the palaces 
of Syria." [ibn Kathir, v.l, p.184] 

This hadith has also been narrated in "Mishkat" (p. 513) with the addition 
that the Holy Prophet's jJL- 3 Up 2»i mother saw that dream when she was 
delivered him. A llama Ibn Kathir Up &\ ^ mentions that the Holy Prophet it J** 
pi- j U* meant that Sayyidina Ibrahim f%Ji Up was the first person to make 
mention of him in his Supplication. Thereafter all the Prophets (Anbiya) ^ 
till the last of them [viz. Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ Up] conveyed the glad tidings of the 
Holy Prophets ^L-j Up it JU advent to the people. 

In Surah Sc ff, Allah quotes Sayyidina Isa Up saying to the Bani Israel 
"And I convey to you the glad tidings of a messenger to come after me, whose name is 
Ahmad/ [verse 6] 
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When giving birth to the Holy Prophet pJL^ Up ii JU, his mother saw a 
dream wherein a bright light emerged from within her and spread towards 
Syria, illuminating the palaces there. She related this dream to the people, which 
served as an intr oduction to the Holy Prophef s <JL-j Up &\ JL> Prophethood. 

The adven* of the final Prophet pJL-j Up JU> was announced by both 
Sayyidina Ibrahim f^LJ Up and Sayyidina Isa ?%J>\ Up. His other name was 
Ahmad as mentioned by Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ Up in the foregoing verse. Allah sent 
the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up k as the final Prophet to mankirid, as mentioned in 
verse 40 of Surah Ahzab. the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up i»i also mentioned, "There 
shall be no Prophet after me" 

He said in another narration, 'The Prophets (Anbiya) have ended with me" 
Another narration contains the words, "Risalat (prophethood) and apostleship 
have been sealed with me. There will therefore be no Prophet after me. [Tirmidhi] 

The Holy Prophet ^ j Up in is commanded to say in Surah A'raf, "Oh 
people! I am Allah's Prophet to all of you. " [Verse. 158] 

THE QUALITIES OF THE PROPHET (NABI) THEY PRAYED FOR 

Sayyidina Ibrahim <v>LJ Up prayed thus, "Oh our Lord! Send amongst them a 
messenger from their midst who will recite Your verses to them, teach them the Book and 
wisdom, and purify them. Without doubt, You are the Mighty, the Wise." These tasks 
of the Prophet have also been mentioned in verse 164 of Surah Al Imran and 
verse 2 of Surah Jumu'ah. The Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up & fulfilled all these tasks 
to perfection. 

RECITATION OF THE BOOK 

The first task of the Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 Up i>i JL* is mentioned as "recite Your 
verses to them" This part of the verse makes it clear that the recitation of the 
words of the Qur'an to people was from amongst the primary tasks of the Holy 
Prophet p-L- j Up &\ JU. 

Regrettably, there are some Muslims who foolishly claim that it is a futile 
effort to make children memorise the Qur'an "like parrots". They fail to perceive 
the grandeur of Allah's word. They regard the Qur'an as the letters and books 
authored by man, and say that merely understanding the meaning of the words 
is sufficient. 

They do not realize that the preservation of the words of the Qur'an is an 
obligatory task that at least a part of the Muslim ummah must undertake 
sufficiency obligation (Fardh Kifayah). It is of utmost importance that the Qur'an 
is preserved not only in writing, but also in memory so that the Qur'an is not lost 
if the scripts should ever be lost to man, or adulterated in any way. 

THE VIRTUE OF RECITING THE QUR'AN 

Tremendous rewards are attained by merely reciting the words of the 
Qur'an without even understanding the meaning. Sayyidina Abu Sa'id Khudri 
& ^ report; from the Holy Prophet <JL-j Up &\ JL* that Allah says, For the 
person who is unable to engage in My dhikr (remembrance) and from 
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supplicating to Me because of his involvement with the Qur'an, I shall grant him 
a greater prize tnan that which I confer on those who engage in My Dhikr and in 
supplication to Me." [Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Masud aip &\ reports that the Holy Prophet 
(JL-jdf said, "Whoever will recite a single letter of the Qur'an will receive the 
reward of a good deed for every letter recited, and every good deed is multiplied 
ten times. I do not say that 'AlifLdm Mini' is one letter, but Alif is one letter, Lam 
is one letter, and Mim is another letter." [Tirmidhi, p. 413] 

These Ahadith prove that it is wrong to associate the recitation of the 
Qur'an to the mimicry of a parrot. Reciting the Qur'an is a task on its own, 
memorising the Qur'an is another, and understanding the meaning of the Qur'an 
based on the interpretation of the Holy Prophet jJL-j aJLp ibt JU>, the Companions 
(Sahdbah) M ^ j and the pious predecessors is another separate task. 
Deducing laws from the Qur'anic verses is yet another responsibility. The 
ummah folio weis is responsible for all these tasks. 

Those people who claim that it is unnecessary to memorise the Qur'an have 
not learnt their lesson from the experience of the Jews and Christians. They lost 
their scriptures because they did not pay heed to its preservation. Although their 
scriptures are available in a variety of languages, the original scripture is absent. 
Since there is no original with which to compare the translations, the route to 
interpolation and adulteration was left clear. 

I (the compiler of this Tafsir) once met a person in the Masjidun Nabawi, 
whose son had commenced memorising the Qur'an. He told me that one of his 
teachers mentioned to him that there was no necessity nowadays to memorise 
the Qur'an because the Qur'an was already on computer. I asked him whether 
these computers would lead the Tarawih Salah, and whether every one of the 
many Mosques (Masajid) found in every rural and rustic town will be able to 
afford the instaration of a computer to install in their Mosques (masajid)? I also 
asked him if the re will be someone to train these simple village people how to 
operate the computers? 

The purpose of memorising the Qur'an is not to identify which verse 
appears in which Surah, or what the exact wording of a verse is. One of the most 
fundamental purposes of the Qur'an is that it should be recited and heard. This is 
an extremely effective means of drawing closer to Allah. Those who are duped 
by the Infidels (knffar) to believe that the recitation of the Qur'an is futile are 
depriving themselves of a great boon. May Allah guide them all. Amin. 

TEACHING THE "BOOK AND WISDOM" 

The next task of Risalat (prophethood) is described as "teach them the Book 
and wisdom" the Holy Prophet jJL-j aJp &\ JU» was thus entrusted with the task of 
teaching the Muslims the meaning of the Qur'an. Merely understanding the 
Arabic language is not sufficient to grasp the meaning of the Qur'an. The only 
reliable interpretation of the Qur'an is that which the Holy Prophet ^Upii^ 
explained to the Companions (Sahdbah) & ^ Jf and which was then 
transmitted to the ummah followers by the trustworthy and pious sages of the 
ummah. Allah says in Surah Nahl, "We have revealed the Reminder (Qur'an) to you 
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so that you may expound to the people what has been revealed to them." [verse 44] 

Unfortunately, there are some people nowadays who venture to interpret 
the Qur'an with 3ut consulting the interpretations of the Holy Prophet Up ^ J^> 

They wand ?r astray and drag others along to the same abyss of deviation. 
They foolishly say that the Qur'an is a letter from Allah, which He sent with a 
postman, referring to the Holy Prophet j aJL^ &\ JU. They maintain that the 
Holy Prophet's ^j^^ 1 J^> task was only to pass the message along and not to 
elucidate the contents. 

The Qur'an does not assert that it is a message to the creation which they 
should interpret without the help of the messenger, the Holy Prophet <uU i»i 
j^.. Contrary tc this, the Qur'an makes it clear that one of the Holy Prophet's 
jlm 4* ^ specific responsibilities was to teach people the meaning of the 
Qur'an. The Qur'an also commands people to follow and obey him. 

Allama Baghawi ii writes in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l, p. 116) that "the 
Book" refers to the Qur'an while "wisdom" refers to the understanding of the 
Qur'an [according to Sayyidina Mujahid &\ i*- J. Some commentators have 
mentioned that "wisdom" refers to judicial laws, while others maintain that it 
refers to knowle ige that is coupled with practice. 

Ruhul Ma'ani (v.l, p.387) reports from other commentators that "wisdom" 
denotes the details and intricacies of the Qur'an and everything that is contained 
in the Qur'an. According to this interpretation, "the Book" will refer to 
understanding the Qur'anic words and the manner of pronouncing them. 

Other commentators have interpreted "wisdom" to mean all the laws and 
sciences by whi;h the soul is perfected. All the various interpretations are not 
contradictory because the word can refer to all of these simultaneously. 

PURIFICATION OF THE SOUL 

The third task of Risalat (prophethood) is that the Holy Prophet &\ 
iJL- j has to "purify" people. The literal meaning of the Arabic word 'tazkiya' is to 
purify or cleanse something. By teaching the Qur'an and 'wisdom' to people, the 
Holy Prophet r '- j 4* & JU beautified their souls with gems of wisdom and 
knowledge. However, it was also necessary that the soul be purified and 
cleansed from infidelity (Kufr) and Polytheism (shirk) so that the-jewels of Belief 
(Irndn) may decorate it. 

The soul also needs to be purified from all sins and doubts about faith so 
that it may be le i to noble character and good conduct. The Holy Prophet ^ 
r^j *4* taught people the details about spiritual maladies like hatred, greed, 
jealousy, miserliness, love of material possessions, etc. He also educated them 
about the virtues of good habits like maintaining cordial ties with others, 
generosity, compassion, sympathy, etc. He taught man how to behave like men 
and stay clear of bestiality. 

The Holy Prophet (JLj 4ip in said, T have been sent to perfect good 
character.' Since theoretical information is not sufficient for perfecting character, 
Allah sent the HMy Prophet jJL-j -uU &\ J^> as a human being so that others could 
associate with h:m and learn from his practical behaviour. 
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Allah says in Surah Tauba (verse 119), "Oh you who believe, fear Allah and fc e 
with the truthful. ' This verse instructs the Believers to associate with people who 
are truthful in their intentions and deeds. Association with such peop] e 
encourages one to emulate their good behaviour and to understand how to avoid 
Satan's (Shay tan's) deception. 

When one teeks a pious person to associate with, one should judge whether 
the person fears Allah and practises the sunnah lifestyle of the Holy Prophet 
pL*j aJp int. If the person is lacking in this, such a person should not be regarded as 
one's spiritual mentor. 




(130) Only the one who makes a fool of himself will turn away from the creed of 
Ibrahim. We undoubtedly selected him in this world and he will be amongst the 
righteous in tiie Hereafter. (131) When his Lord told him, "Submit" He replied, 
"I submit to the Lord of the universe." 

ONLY A FOOL WILL BE AVERSE TO THE CREED OF SAYYIDINA 
IBRAHIM f^LJt Up 

People need to live by and die with the creed of Sayyidina Ibrahim \. 
which embodies Tauhid and abstinence from all types of Polytheism (shirk). The 
person will then become physically and spiritually pure. It teaches sacrifice, 
hospitality, obedience, worship and an affinity with Allah. Allah instructs the 
Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 aJLp iv JL? (and the ummah) in Surah Nahl saying, "Then We sent 
revelation to you that Follow the creed of Ibrahim that is averse from all other Din's 
(Religions). He was not from the idolators. "[verse 123] 

The previous verses highlighted how Sayyidina Ibrahim f^LJi fulfilled the 
commands issued to him, how he became a leader of others and how his 
Supplication were accepted by Allah. In the above verse Allah states. "Only tk 
one who makes a fool of himself will turn away from the creed of Ibrahim." No sensible I 
person will do so. 

The creed of Sayyidina Ibrahim «ip nowadays will refer to the Din 
(religion) of the Holy Prophet jJL-j a> & JU>, i.e. Islam. The people who are averse ; 
to it are people who are generally polytheists, immoral, immodest, and perpetual \ 
sinners. 

Although many Muslims are sinners, the difference between them and the 
infidels (kuffar) is that they realise that they are perpetrating sins and may resort 
to Tauba at some stage in their lives. Nevertheless, sins are regarded as acts of 
foolishness, as Allah says in Surah Nisa, "Allah is only obliged to accept ft* 
repentance of those who perpetrate evil due to ignorance (fodlishness), then forthwith 



135 



repent/ [verse 17] Although sinful Muslims will also be regarded as foolish, their 
foolishness is oi a lesser degree that that of the Infidels (kuffar), who will never 
re lent from their ways of faithlessness, 

"We undoubtedly selected him [Sayyidina Ibrahim fiLJ\ Up] in this 
world" Sayyidina Ibrahim pLJ\ [J* was revered in all the Din's (Religion's) after 
him and all the latter Prophets (Anbiya) pLJ\ were from his progeny. In his 
honour, Allah made the raging fire a garden for him. He was granted the honour 
of constructing the glorious Ka'ba, which is visited and revered to this day. 
People still practise the hajj rites that Sayyidina Ibrahim r MJ» Up taught him. 

, Thousands of years after his demise, people still honour him by emulating 
his sacrifice of his son and invoking Allah's mercy and blessings on him during 
every Salah (when reciting the Durud Ibrahim). He even named the ummah 
followers of the Holy Prophet ^ i« JL* Muslims (refer to the commentary of 
verse 78 of Surah Hajj). 

"...and he will be amongst the righteous in the Hereafter." Allah has already 
guaranteed him prominence in the Hereafter. Since Sayyidina Ibrahim r %Ji Up 
has been granted this elevation in both the worlds, any sensible person will 
understand that his creed must certainly be a key to salvation. Only a fool will 
refuse to follow him. 

THE MEANING OF ISLAM 

The literal meaning of Islam is 'to submit/ 'to surrender' i.e. for one's 
exterior and interior to be obedient to Allah. A person who fits this description 
will be called a Muslim, the plural of which is Muslimun or Muslimin. There can 
be no greater honour than to be subservient to Allah. It is for this reason that 
Sayyidina Ibrahim and Isma'il Up prayed thus when building the Ka'ba: "Oh 
our Lord! Make us subservient to You (i.e. Muslims) and make from our progeny a 
nation that is subservient to You (i.e. Muslims)." 

"When his Lord told him, 'Submit.' He replied, 7 submit to the Lord of the 
universe" The command was to remain submissive before Allah at all times, 
which Sayyidina Ibrahim f%Js aJp accepted. Sayyidina Ibrahim Up replied as 
he did to indicate that he submitted to Allah because Allah is the Lord of the 
universe. The creation owe it to Allah to be submissive. 

Allah says in Surah An' am, 'Say, I have been commanded to the first to submit 
and to never be from the idolators. Say, I fear the punishment of a terrible day if I disobey 
my Lord." [verses 14 and 15] 

A verse of Surah Al Imran says, "Do they seek (a Din (Religion) other than 
Allah's (Religion) Din when all within the heavens and the earth submit to Him 
willingly and unwillingly, and they will all be returned to Him?' [verse 83] 

Sayyidina Ibrahim fiLJi Up submitted before Allah, as did all the Prophets 
iAnbiya) r *>LJt ^jj^ They all called people to submit before Allah and were all 
therefore callers to "Islam". The only differences between the various Din's 
(Religion's) were certain laws and details. 

The Holy Prophet ^ 3 U* h said, "All the Prophet's (Anbiya) r tsUk ^ 
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are step brothers with different mothers, having the same Din (Religion)." 
[Mishkat, Pg. 509J the Holy Prophet <JL- 3 Up called the Din (Religion) Islam 

because he was an Arab, whereas the other Prophets (Anbiya) may have 

termed it differently in their own languages. 

Inviting the Emperor of Rome, Heraclius, to Islam, the Holy Prophet i\ jl* 
jJLtj Up wrote, 'Submit you will be safe and Allah will grant you a double reioard." 
[Bukhari, v. I, p. 5 J 

The Din (Religion) propagated by the Holy Prophet (JL. 3 Up &\ J^> is called 
Islam and it preaches subservience to Allah. Allah declares in verse 3 of Surah 
Ma'idah, "This day I have perfected for you your Din (Religion), completed My bounty 
upon you and chosen Islam as your Din (religion)" 

Allah says in verse 19 of Surah Al Imran, 'The only Din (Religion) in Allah's 
sight is Islam/ 7 Another verse states, "Whoever follows a Din (religion) besides Islam, 
it will never be accepted from him and, in the Hereafter, he shall be amongst the losers." 
[Surah Al Imran, verse 85] 

Therefore, the purpose of a Muslim's life is to be submissive only to Allah. 
Allah says in Surah Al Imran, "Oh you who believe, fear Allah as He should be feared 
and do not die except as Muslims. " [verse 102] 

The Din (Religion) of Islam requires that a person obeys Allah, follows His 
book, the Qur'an and His Prophet ^JL- j Up it JU. Allah says, "Whoever obeys the 
messenger, has obeyed Allah. " 

Many people claim to be Muslims but are not really so because they object 
to many injunctions of Islam and wish to make Islam subservient to their desires 
instead of submitting themselves. 

ALL DINS (RELIGIONS) BESIDES ISLAM ARE REJECTED. 

The question may be asked that since Islam means submission to Allah, it 
matters not what Din (Religion) a person follows as long as he submits to Allah. 
The reply to this question is that submission to Allah is only tangible when a 
person submits to what Allah has revealed through His Prophets (Anbiya). ^ 
f%Ji. The people of every era were constrained to follow the Prophet of their time 
and follow the teachings of the scripture sent at that time. Rejecting any of the 
Prophets (Anbiya) ^LJ\ will constitute an act of infidelity (Kufr) and cannot be 
regarded as submission. 

Therefore, it will be imperative for any person born after the Holy Prophet 
i»JL»j Up isji J^> to believe in him. follow him, and follow the teachings of the 
Qur'an and the Din (Religion) which he brought. Every other Din (Religion) is 
regarded as infidelity (Kufr). How can a person who ascribes partners and 
children to Allah be considered subservient to Him? Can people who flagrantly 
indulge in acts of immorality, bestiality, bribery, etc be regarded as being 
submissive to Allah? 
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(132) Ibrahim and Ya'qub enjoined their sons there with saying, "Oh my sons! 
Verily Allah has chose,, this Din (Religion) for you, so die only as Muslims." 

(133) Or were you present when death presented itself before Ya'qub? when he 
asked his sons, "What will you worship after me?" They replied, "We will 
worship your Deity and the Deity of your forefathers Ibrahim Isma'il and 
Is'haq Who is One Deity. We submit to him only. 

THE INSTRUCTION TO FOLLOW THE CREED OF SAYYIDINA 
IBRAHIM f*-Ji Up 

Allah says, "Ibrahim and Ya'qub f *~Ji u+jlp enjoined their sons 
therewith [i.e. to follow the creed of Sayyidina Ibrahim (*>LJ» Up] saying, 'Oh my 
sons! Verily Allah has chosen this Din (Religion) for you, so die only 
as Muslims" Allama Wahidi Up writes in "Asbabun Nuzul" that the Jews 
told the Holy Prophet pJL-j Up k J^>, "Do you not know that on his deathbed, 
Sayyidina Ya'qub fiLJ\ U* advised his sons to remain steadfast on Judaism?" 
Allah refuted this statement by revealing the above verse. 

Allah asks the Jews who made this claim, "Or were you present when 
death presented itself before Ya'qub?" They merely fabricated a fable in 
this regard to substantiate their false beliefs. The Din (Religion) of Judaism is 
based on the teachings of Sayyidina Musa f%Ji u* who was born thousands of 
years after Sayyidina Ya'qub (OLJ Up. Therefore, how could Sayyidina Ya'qub .Up. 
rXJ advise his children to adhere to this Din (Religion)? 

He advised his sons to follow the creed of Sayyidina Ibrahim fiLJ\ Up, which 
is based on Tauheed. Sayyidina Ya'qub (%Jt Up asked his Sons, "What will you 
worship after me?' They replied, 'We will worship your Deity and the Deity of 
your forefathers Ibrahim, Isma'il and Is 'haq, Who is One Deity. We submit to 
Him only." 

When stubborn adherence to cultures and doctrines prevails, people fail to 
realise the truth. The Jews, with their belief in Sayyidina Uzair ^LJ\ Up as Allah's 
son and their concealment of the truth, deviated very far from the original belief 
of their forefathers. This finally led them to reject even the Holy Prophet & 
r^j u^ although they recognised him to be Allah's true messenger. 

Notel: Sayyidina Is'haq and Isma'il fiLJs Up were the sons of Sayyidina 
Ibrahim fiLJ\ Up. Sayyidina Ya'qub f%Ji Up was the son of Sayyidina 
Is'haq f*>LJt Up. Sayyidina Isma'il (%Ji U* was therefore not one of 
Sayyidina Ya'qub's f*>LJ» Up forefathers, yet he is mentioned as being 
one of his forefathers in the verse. 

Commentators mention that this verse denotes that a paternal uncle may 
also be termed to be a person's father. "Ruhul Ma'ani" reports a hadlth from Ibn 
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Abi Shayba Up A\<** Jm wherein the Holy Prophet Up ^ JU> said, "Preserve my 
relation with regard to Abbas (my paternal uncle) because he is a remnant of my 
forefathers" 

Note 2: The advice that Sayyidina Ibrahim Up and Sayyidina Ya'qub 
■£LJ\ Up gave to their sons teaches us that a Muslim should be 
concerned about the beliefs and Din (Religion) of his progeny just 
as he is concerned about himself It will be grossly incorrect for 
parents to take their children to such countries or send them to 
such schools where they risk losing their belief (Imdn). Many 
people are deceived into thinking that sending their children to 
such places and institutions will ensure progress. However, they 
are exposing their children to the damnation of Hell. 




(134) That was a group who have passed. To their benefit will be the deeds they 
earned and to your benefit will be the deeds that you earn. You will not be 
questioned about what they did. 

THE DECEPTIVE BELIEF OF THE JEWS THAT THEY ARE 
GUARANTEED SALVATION BECAUSE THEY ARE THE PROGENY 
OF THE PROPHETS (ANBIYA) ? !>LJt ^ 

The above verse refutes this false notion of the Jews by telling them that 
their forefathers have passed on with their deeds, which will only benefit 
themselves. Their deeds will not benefit those after them, just as the deeds of the 
latter generations will have no bearing on those who have passed on before 
them. 

The Jews will suffer the evil consequences of their rejection of Sayyidina Isa 
pLJ\ Up and the Holy Prophet pJL-j Up &\ jl*. Wishful thinking and pinning their 
hopes in the status of their forefathers will not assist them. Each person will have 
to answer for his/her own deeds. 

Many Muslims today dwell under the same misconception that they will be 
guaranteed salvation because of their relationship to a certain saint or because 
they are from the family of the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ jl*. There are also many 
false "saints" who deceive people into believing that they will definitely attain 
Heaven (Jannah) by simply pledging allegiance to them. 

Bukhari (v.2„ p.706) reports that, standing atop Mount Safa, the Holy Prophet 
pJL- j Up iii JU summbned his relatives and the Quraish. After inviting them all to 
Islam, he turned to his uncle, Sayyidina Abbas it saying, "Oh Abbas bin 
Abdul Muttalib! I cannot save you from Allah's punishment/ Then, addressing 
his paternal aunt, he said, "Oh Safiyya! I cannot save you from Allah's 
punishment" Thereafter, he turned to his own beloved daughter saying, "Oh 
Fatima, the daughter of Muhammad! You may ask me for whatever wealth I 
possess, but even I cannot save you from Allah's punishment.' 

In saying this, the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up JU> emphasised to them that only 
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their personal Belief (Imdn) and good deeds will save them from punishment. 
They cannot rely on their relationship to the Holy Prophet jJL* j Up in to come 
to their assistance should their deeds warrant Allah's punishment, if this is the 
condition of the Holy Prophet's pL. j Up & JL* closest relatives, how can others 
rely on their genealogy? 

Muslim reports a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up it said. 'The 
lineage of a person cannot hasten him when his deeds have encumbered him." 

\p.345] 

A $ 3$ % &\ 3> $ 

(135) They say, "Become Jews or Christians and you will be guided." Say, 
"Rather follow the creed of Ibrahim, which is averse from all deviation. He was 
never from the idolators." (136) Say, "We believe in Allah, whatever has been 
revealed to us and whatever was revealed to Ibrahim, Isma'II, Is'haq, Ya'qub 
and their successors. And (we believe in) whatever was granted to Musa, Isa and 
what was granted to the prophet from their Lord. We make no distinction 
between any of them and we are subservient to Allah." 

THE COMMAND TO BELIEVE IN ALL OF ALLAH'S PROPHETS 
AND SCRIPTURES 

"Durrul Manthur" (v.l, p.140) reports from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 
^ it ^j>j that a Jew by the name of Abdullah bin Suriyya said to the Holy Prophet 
ju, "Guidance is only that upon which we are. So follow us, and be guided." 
The Christians also said the same. In response to this statement, Allah revealed 

the verse, "They say, Become Jews or Christians and you will be guided/ Say, 'Rather 
follow the creed of Ibrahim, which is averse from all deviation/ 

The verse commands that people should follow the creed of Sayyidina 
Ibrahim Up, which the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up iui JU> propagated. It is the Holy 
Prophet <X- 3 Up &\ J^> rather than the Jews and the Christians who adheres to 
Sayyidina Ibrahim's r *~Ji u* creed of oneness of Allah (Tauhid). 

Another aspect of Belief (Imdn) is that a person believes in all of Allah's 
Prophets (Anbiya) and scriptures without exception. Rejecting any Prophet or 
scripture will render a person a infidel (kafir). Neither the Jews nor the Christians 
can ever claim to be rightly guided because they reject the apostleship of the 
Holy Prophet jJL-j Up iui JL>, while the Jews do not even acknowledge the Risalat 
(prophethood) of Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ Up. 

Many verses of the Qur'an describe Sayyidina Ibrahim fiLJ\ Up as being 
"Hanifa". Imam Raghib Up i»i ^ says that the root word (from which Hanifa is 
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derived) means 'aversion from deviation to steadfastness/ Therefore, the person 
possessing this attribute will be one who is averse to all deviant ways and one 
who remains steadfast. 

Durrul Manthur (v.l, p.104) reports from Imam Ahmad Up ^ and the 
book " Adabul Mufrid" [by Imam Bukhari U* Ai ^J, that the Holy Prophet Up &\ 
{X*j was once asked about which Din (Religion) Allah loved most. The Prophet 
jJL-j Up in replied by saying that Allah loves most that Din (Religion) which is 
averse to falsehood, adopts the truth and is easy to practise. 

''He was never from the idolators." This assertion is made in numerous verses 
of the Qur'an to impress upon peoples' minds that they cannot claim to be 
following Sayyidina Ibrahim's fM-Jt U* creed if they adopt practices of idolatry. 
Because certain practices of Sayyidina Ibrahim f*J» Up (like hajj, circumcision, 
hospitality) were still prevalent amongst the Arabs, they claimed to be his 
followers. However, because of their polytheistic practices and beliefs, they can 
never be true to their claim. They added polytheistic words to the words recited 
during hajj and even placed their idols within the Ka'ba. Therefore, they could 
never lay claim to being Sayyidina Ibrahim's (}LJ» U* followers. 

The Jews also were polytheists because of their belief that Sayyidina Uzair 
r ->LJ\ Up was Allah's son. Allah commands that Sayyidina Ibrahim's r %J» u* creed 
be followed, making it clear that the Din (Religion) followed by the Jews and 
Polytheists were far from Sayyidina Ibrahim's (%J» u* creed because he was 
never an idolater like them. 

The word "Asbat" (translated above as 'successors') refers to the children of 
Sayyidina Is'haq (OU* Up. Although they were not all Prophets (Anbiya) r *>LJ> r ^>, 
many amongst their progenies were. Sayyidina Musa f*~& Up addressed the Bani 
Isra'il thus: "(Remember) When Allah made Prophets (Anbiya) and kings amongst you. 
And He gave you what He did not give to anyone else in the universe." [Surah Ma'i&ah, 
verse 201]. 

Commentators mention that all the Prophets (Anbiya) f%J» ^ after 
Sayyidina Ya'qub f^LJi Up, with the exception of the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up iui L5 U, 
were the progeny of Sayyidina Is'haq f&J\ Up. The ummah followers of the Holy 
Prophet (JL.J Up At J* accept all these Prophets (Anbiya) r *>LJ» ^> and are not 
unbelievers like the other ummahs. Despite the fact that the Jews and the 
Christians vilify the Holy Prophet ^JL- j Up ifci J^ f the Muslims never utter a word 
against the respect of Sayyidina Musa Up and Sayyidina Isa Up. 

(137) If they believe in what you believe, then they are rightly guided. If they 
turn away, then they are merely being contentious. Soon Allah shall suffice for 
you against them. He is All Hearing, All Knowing. 
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THE ENEMIES OF ISLAM ARE MERELY BEING DEFIANT BY NOT 
ACCEPTING ISLAM 

Addressing the Muslims and consoling the Holy Prophet jJL-j ju>, 
Allah says, "z/ ttey (the Infidels (kuffar)) believe in what you believe, then they are 
rightly guided If they turn away, then they are merely being contentious." They are 
merely seeking an excuse to oppose Islam because they are bent on doing so. 
However, "Soon Allah shall suffice for you against them. He is All Hearing, All 
Knowing." 

Allah tells the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up ibt and the Muslims that they have 
nothing to fear from the Infidels (kuffar) because Allah will assist them. Allah will 
humiliate the Infidels (kuffar) in this world, and subject them to punishment in 
the Hereafter. 
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(138) "Allah has coloured us. Who can colour better than Allah? And we are His 
worshippers." 

"ALLAH HAS COLOURED US" 

'Asbabun NuzuF has reported from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas &\ 
that the Christians used to baptise their children on the seventh day after birth 
using some coloured water. They considered this as a form of purification for 
their children and also regarded it as a substitute for circumcision. Only after this 
rite did they regard the child as a proper Christian. 

Allah refers to this practice in the above verse and makes it clear that only 
the colouring of Belief (Iman) and good deeds given by Allah is what should be 
desired. No other colouring and baptism can be better than Allah's colouring of a 
person with Belief (Iman). Therefore, the Believers are exhorted to proclaim, 

"Allah has coloured us. Who can colour better than Allah? And we are His 
loorshippers." 

This announcement is a proclamation of steadfastness as Muslims. They will 
never forsake this divine colouring because none other can colour a person as 
Allah can. The baptism practised nowadays is done with clear water with the 
same intention of purification. Although physical purity may be attained by it, 
spiritual cleanliness is not. 




(139) Say, "Do you dispute with us about Allah, when He is our Lord and your 
Lord? And when our deeds are to our benefit and your deeds for yours, and we 
are sincerely Kis?" 



jSurah^LME^ 

ALLAH IS OUR LORD AND YOURS 

The Jews and Christians disputed with the Holy Prophet <X* 3 Up ibi 
saying that only their Din's (Religion's) were acceptable to Allah. In this way, 
they deemed that Heaven (Jannah) was reserved for them. In the above verse, 
Allah instructs the Holy Prophet pJL, j ^ jfo JU to tell them that their notions are 
incorrect because Allah is the Lord to all of them alike. Each person should try to 
please Allah by following the Din (Religion) Allah sent at a particular time. 

It is therefore imperative for every person after the Holy Prophet Up &\ 
pJL-j to follow him. It is an exercise in futility to argue the matter because 
ultimately every person has to answer for his own deeds. Good deeds performed 
with Belief (Imdn) will be rewarded, while sins and infidelity (Kufr) will attract 
the worst punishment. 




(140) Or do you say that Ibrahim, Isma'il, Is'haq, Ya'qub and the successors were 
Jews or Christians? Say, "Have you more knowledge than Allah?" Who can be 
more unjust than the one who conceals the evidence from Allah, which he has 
with himself? Allah is not unaware of what you do. 

A DENIAL OF THE BELIEF OF THE JEWS AND THE CHRISTIANS 
THAT SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM, ISMA'IL, IS'HAQ ? *~J> ^ AND 
OTHERS WERE JEWS OR CHRISTIANS 

While the Jews claimed that Sayyidina Ibrahim, Isma'il, Is'haq, Ya'qub ^ 
(OLJi and the Prophets (Anbiya) ^^jLp after them were Jews, the Christians 
maintained that these illustrious souls were Christians. Allah refutes their notion 
because all these Prophets (Anbiya) ^LJ\ f+J* were adherents to Sayyidina 
Ibrahim's {%~S\ Up creed. 

The Torah and Judaism, as well as Christianity and the Injil came only 
centuries after these Prophets (Anbiya) f*~J\ p+A*. Therefore, it is farfetched to say f 
that they were adherents to any of these Din's (Religion). Allah says, "Say, Horn | 
you more knowledge than Allah?" Allah has knowledge of everything and would f 
know best that these Prophets (Anbiya) fiLJ\ were neither Jews, nor | 

Christians. 

"Who can be more unjust than the one who conceals the evidence from Allah, which 
he has with himselp" The Jews and Christians were well aware of the fact that al« 
the above Prophets (Anbiya) r ^ adhered to the creed of Sayyidina Ibrahim 
f%J\ Up. However, they concealed this from the masses. 

Allah says in Surah Al Imran, "Oh people of the book, why do you argue w$ 
regard to Ibrahim f%J\ Up when the Torah and Injil were only revealed after him? P f 
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you not understand? Lot You are the ones who argued concerning those things that you 
had knowledge about, so why do you now argue regarding that about which you have no 
knowledge? Allah knows and you know not. Ibrahim f%J\ <A± was neither a Jew nor a 
Christian, but he was one abiding to the truth and subservient; never from the idolators." 
[verses 65, 66 and 67] 

Just as the Jews and Christians concealed the knowledge of the various 
Prophets (Anbiya) f^J\ r ^ being adherents of the creed of Sayyidina Ibrahim 
,%J\, they also concealed the description of the Holy Prophet <JL- 3 ^ &\ JU, which 
was found in their scriptures. 




(141) That was a group who have passed. To their benefit will be the deeds they 
earned and to your benefit will be the deeds that you earn. You will not be 
questioned about what they did. 



A WORD OF CAUTION TO THOSE WHO ARE BEGUILED BY 
THEIR LINEAGE 

This verse has been repeated. The Jews are again warned that their lineage 
to the Prophets (Anbiya) {%J\ will not help them if their deeds warrant 
Allah's punishment. Each person will be responsible for his/her own deeds and 
will not be questioned about the deeds of others. 

Certain commentators have mentioned that, when the verse was mentioned 
the first time, it addressed the Jews. Allah now repeats it to address the ummah 
followers of the Holy Prophet ^J—j <dp iui They should also beware of falling 
into the same misconception. 
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PART TWO 



(142) Soon the ignorant people will say: "What has caused them to turn away 
from the direction (of worship) which they were facing?" Say [Oh Muhammad 
^L-j Up iii J^>\ t "To Allah belongs the East and the West. He guides whomsoever 
He wills to tht straight path/' 

ANSWERS TO THE OBJECTIONS RAISED BY THE IGNORANT 
ABOUT THE CHANGE OF QIBLA 

A hadith is reported in the exegesis of Qur'an (tafsir) 'Durrul Manthur" (v.l 
p.141) on the authority of Tirmidhi and Nasa'I from Sayyidina Bara <up ^ that 
upon arriving in Madinah, the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up i»i performed Salah 
facing Baitul Muqaddas for approximately sixteen to seventeen months. 
However, within his heart was the yearning to face towards the Ka'ba. While 
performing Salah, he would turn his face towards the sky in anticipation of the 
order to face towards the Ka'ba. As a result of this Allah revealed the verse 
"Verily we see you (Oh Muhammad Up iui ju) frequently lifting your gaze towards 
the heavens This revelation brought the command to face towards the Ka'ba in Salah." 

"The ignorant ones' viz, the Jews now began to ask what had turned the 
Muslims away from the direction of Baitul Muqaddas towards the Ka'ba. Allah 
gave the following reply, "And to Allah belongs the East and the West. He guides 
whomsoever He wills onto the straight path." In the exegesis of Qur'an (tafsir) 
"Durrul Manthur' a narration of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up ifci reports that the 
first command to be abrogated was that of the Qibla. When the Holy Prophet J* 
^L-j Up arrived in Madinah he faced towards Baitul Muqaddas in Salah which 
was the Qibla of the Jews. This continued for seventeen months so that the Jews 
should accept Islam. Thereafter Allah revealed the following verses, 'And to Allah 
belongs the East and the West. He guides whomsoever He wills onto the straight path" as 
well as the verse, "Verily we see you (Oh Muhammad (JL-j U*- & frequently raising 
your gaze towards the heavens." 

When the Qibla was changed to the Ka'ba, the Jews began to. object and 
asked what had caused the Holy Prophet pJL- 3 Up i»i JU» and his companions J*> 
^lp to change their direction of worship (Qibla). Allah instructed the Holy 
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oP het <4-j ^ ^ to them that "to Allah belongs the East and the West" so 
He reserves the privilege to instruct His worshippers to face whichever direction 
He pleases. No one has any authority to object to His divine decree. A believer is 
subservient to Allah's laws and adheres to them. When he is instructed to face 
towards Baitul Muqaddas, then it is towards Baitul Muqaddas that he shall face. 
When he is instructed to face towards the Ka'ba, then it should be the Ka'ba 
towards which he should face. 

Objecting to the change of Qibla is not an objection to the Muslims but, in 
fact, an objection to Allah. The purpose of worship is subservience to Allah and 
not merely facing a particular direction. Those who had raised the objection have 
been termed 'ignorant' because they do seem to realise towards whom their 
objection is directed. In their blindness they cannot comprehend the seriousness 
of their objection. Being upon the "Siratul Mustaqim" (Straight Path) requires 
adherence to Allah's commandments, all of which are filled with wisdom. There 
was divine wisdom in facing towards Baitul Muqaddas just as there exists 
wisdom in facing towards the Ka'ba. Allah had selected his servants for guidance 
and these are the ones who follow His orders and enact them without question. 
The enemies of Islam are far away from the "Siratul Mustaqim" (Straight Path) and 
will always disapprove of Allah's injunctions and wisdom. Their ignorance is 
self-evident. The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.2, p.3) states, 'The aforementioned 
distinction of divine guidance is solely reserved by Allah for those whom He 
chooses from amongst His bondsmen. All praise and thanks are due to Him for 
selecting" 



(143) Thus we have made you such a group that is moderate in nature so that you 
may be witness over the people and the messenger a witness over you. 

THE EXCELLENCE OF THE UMMAH OF MUHAMMAD Up k\ J^> 
OVER THE OTHER NATIONS 

Up to this point the discussion concerning the change of Qibla ensued. 
Mention is now made of the excellence of the ummah of the Holy Prophet it J^> 
r-j The meaning of the verse is that just as the Muslims have been accorded 
the best of Qiblas, so too have they been made a nation of moderation and the 
best of all nations. The distinction of this ummah followers will be apparent on 
the Plain of Resurrection when they will testify against all other rebellious 
rations after which the. Holy Prophet pL. j a> h Ju will attest to their veracity, 
thereby confirming their testimony. 

JHE TESTIMONY OF THIS UMMAH AGAINST OTHERS AND ITS 
VALIDITY. 



Sayyidina Abu Sa'Id Khudri <up &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet &\ JL* 



Up said "On the Day of judgment, Sayyidina Nuh <OLJ Up will be summoned 
and asked whether he had propagated the message, to which he will reply m 
affirmative. Thereafter his nation will be questioned as to whether he had 
brought the message to them. They will deny it, saying that no warner had com e 
to them. Then Sayyidina Nuh Up will be asked as to who will recommend 
his word. He will reply, "Muhammad ^JL-j Up ^ and his Ummah." After saying 
this the Holy Prophet (JL- j U* it addressed the Muslims saying, "Thereafte? 
you will summoned and you will confirm his word saying that most assured^ 
Sayyidina Nuh <OLJi Up had conveyed the message and propagated the religion; 
It was then that the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up ^ recited the verse, "Thus we hm 
made you such a group that is moderate in nature so that you may be witness over ft 
people and the messenger a witness over you. [Bukhari, v .2 p.645] 

From narrations in "Musnad Ahmad" and other books, it becomes eviden 
that besides the people of Sayyidina Nuh ftLJ\ Up the nations of other prophet 
^LJ\ ^^Ip will also allege that their prophets did not convey the message to them 
Thereafter their prophets will also be asked whether they had fulfilled thei 
mission. Upon replying in the affirmative, these Prophets (Anbiya) <v>^ ^ wi[ 
be requested to bring forth a witness. They will summon the Holy Prophet i 
pL. j Up and his ummah follower for this task. 

When the Holy Prophet r JL- 3 Up and his ummah followers will k 

asked to comment on this situation, they will say that they confirm the wordci 
the prophets. Thereupon the ummah will further be questioned as to how the 
possessed knowledge concerning this matter. They will reply by saying, 'Or 
Prophet jJL-j Up /x\ informed us that all the prophets propagated the messap 
to their respective nations." ("Durrul Manthur" v.l p. 144) 

The general reference in the verse, "so that you may be witness over the pecf 
alludes to the fact that the testimony will be against the people of all propfc 
The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that according to some traditions after 
Ummah of the Holy Prophet^ 3 Up &\ have rendered their testimony J- 
Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ himself will be called forth and asked whether 
Ummah are equitable and worthy of testing. The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ J* w 
verify their testimony and confirm their veracity, (v.2 p.5) 

Without doubt this Ummah holds a lofty status which will be displayed i 
the day of Judgment before the entire humanity. This Ummah enjoys t: 
privilege of belonging to the best of all prophets f%J» and possessing the N 
of all divine scriptures. It is not only the book of Allah but His sublime speer 
preserved even in the hearts of little children and is daily upon the tongues 
young and old. Allah has chosen this ummah from amongst all the children 
Adam Up. Allah says in Surah Hajj, "And strive hard in Allah's Cause as Ji 
ought to strive. He has chosen you and has not laid upon you in religion any hardshifl 
is the religion of your father Ibrahim Up. It is He (Allah), Who has named 
Muslims both before and in this (the Qur'an), that the Messenger [Muhammad 
jJL. jj may be a witness over you and you be witnesses over mankind, "[verse 78] I 



THE TESTIMONY OF THE UMMAH OF THE HOLY PROPHET At J* 
^ Up IN FAVOUR OF EACH OTHER SPELLS A DECISION OF 
FORGIVENESS 

Among the many virtues of this Ummah, an especially outstanding one is 
fact that their testimony against other nations is acceptable by Allah. 
Sayyidina Anas -up ^ reported that some people passed by carrying a funeral 
bier, Everyone present had good words to say about the deceased. The^Holy 
prophet 4* & commented "Wajabat" ("He deserves it"). Thereafter 
another bier passed by, regarding which the people had nothing favourable to 
say. Again the Holy Prophet &\ JU said 'Wajabat". Sayyidina Umar 

u> & enquired concerning these comments upon which the Holy Prophet a> &\ JL* 
jl-j replied, ''Good words were spoken in favour of the first person; thus he 
became deserving of Heaven (Jannah). On the contrary, no one had anything 
favourable to say about the second, making him deserving of Hell." You people 
are the witnesses of Allah upon the earth. (Bukhari v.l p. 183) 

In the exegesis (tafsir) Durrul Manthur" (v.l p-145) it is narrated on the 
authority of Musnad Ahmad" and "Sunan Ibn Majah" from Sayyidina Abu 
Zubair Thaqafi ^ -3»i that the Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 aJLp i»t said, 'Soon you 
people will be able to distinguish the good from the bad and will know the 
condition of each person." The Companions (Sahabah) ^ & enquired "How 
will this be possible?" the Holy Prophet ^Aj^iii^ replied, "By the good and 
evil mentioned (i.e. That Muslim who is said to be good is indeed good and the 
one who is said to be evil is indeed evil.) You people are the witnesses of Allah 
on the earth.' 

People who excessively curse others are excluded from the noble status of 
being witness. It is reported in Sunan Tirmidhi that the Holy Prophet Up JU 
(J-j stated, "The one who curses excessively can neither be a witness on the Day 
of Judgment nor an intercessor." 

MODERATION OF THE UMMAH OF THE HOLY PROPHET k 
(JL- j AND THE EXPLANATION OF THE WORD "WAS AT A" 

In praise of this Ummah the words "Ummataw Wasata" is used. The word 
"Wasata" means 'the best' as well as 'Udul' which is the plural of "Adal" 
meaning 'just' and 'reliable', denoting a person whose evidence is acceptable and 
one who possesses noble qualities. He is a person who is an embodiment of all 
good qualities and who is averse to evil traits. The word is commonly translated 
as moderate'. Therefore this Ummah is one of moderate behaviour in all aspects, 
whether of character or action. They are people who do not sway to extremes; 
neither are they negligent in worship nor extremely ascetic like the monks who 
discard the world to live in mountains. 

Performing Salah the entire night through is not permitted since fulfilling 
the rights of one's body, spouse and guests is of fundamental importance. 
Similarly, fasting each and every day is also not permitted for the same reasons. 
Neither extravagance nor miserliness is desired, but the middle path is 
e ^couraged which is generally termed as generosity'. In a like manner, 
c °wardliness as well as undue bravery, which may lead to harming others, is 
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discouraged. A person should neither be an oppressor nor should he all 0 ^ 
himself to be oppressed by others. While women cannot be made leaders, they 
should also not be oppressed. By the same token, all actions are not declared t 0 
be lawful nor is every food made permissible. Rather, the lawful and unlawf a { 
have been clearly defined. 

Harmful and impure substances cannot be consumed since they have 
adverse effects upon the body and soul. Pure and wholesome foods are allowed 
The human being has been elevated in status and protected from stooping t 0 
bestiality and barbarism. Even on the battlefield in the face of the enemy certain 
laws and limitations have been prescribed which are the epitome of moderation 
The killing of women and children as well as obligatory mutilation of bodies has 
been prohibited. Zakah has been made compulsory while Propitiatory offering 
(Sadaqa) remains optional. The laws of inheritance and succession have been 
enforced so that wealth does not stagnate. The death penalty has been instituted 
where a murder is deliberately committed but waived when committed 
accidentally in which case the blood money will have to be paid. Even in the case 
where the death penalty becomes binding, the heirs of the murdered reserve the 
option to either enforce it or accept the blood money in exchange. If one browses 
through the numerous books of hadith and Islamic jurisprudence (Fiqh), one will 
notice the clearly moderate stance of Islamic laws. 




(143) (continued). And We prescribed the Qibla upon which you were, so that 
We may ascertain the ones who will follow the Prophet ^L-j & J-fi from those 
who will turn back on their heels. Verily this changing of the Qibla is a grave 
matter (for all) except those whom Allah has guided. And Allah will not put 
your Belief (Iman) to waste. Verily Allah is, unto mankind, Most Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 

THE CHANGE OF QIBLA AS A TEST 

After expressing the excellence of the Ummah followers of the Holy Prophet 
^ aJLp &\ the discussion once again reverts to the change of Qibla. The swift* 
from Baitul Muqaddas towards Ka'ba after sixteen to seventeen moi* 
concealed the wisdom of being a test to ascertain who will follow the Prophet j 
&\ and who will turn back on their heels, refusing to follow him. * 
believer intends only to worship Allah and obey him. Wherever he is instructed 
to face during Salah, that direction becomes his Qibla. An obedient servant d 
Allah harbours no reservations neither does he object to Allah's commandments 

Allah explains the wisdom behind the change of Qibla as a test to kno» 
who are the tru? followers and who are the rejecters i.e. this fact will becon* 
evident before everyone, though it was always in the knowledge of Allah. WW 
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the order to charge the Qibla was revealed, some people whose Belief (Iman) was 
weak denounced, their faith, saying 'Sometimes we receive the order to turn here 
and sometimes to turn there!" (This was merely an excuse to turn apostate). 

["Durrul Manthur" v.l, pg. 146,. quoting from Von Juraij aJLp & i^j] 

Allah reserves the right to instruct His servants as He pleases but the change 
of Qibla appeared to be a very grave matter to the ignorant, the hypocrites and 
the Jews. Having become very restricting to them, they made it a tool for 
degradation, ridicule and a platform for objection. For the believers, there is no 
question of objection or complaint. The faithful are pleased and contented and 
are steadfast in obeying Allah's commands, desiring nothing but obedience to 
Allah. 

THE REWARD FOR THE SALAH PERFORMED TOWARDS THE 
FIRST QIBLA IS NOT LOST 

Commenting on the verse, 'And Allah will not put your Belief (Iman) to waste" 
the tafsir "Durrul Manthur" quotes on the authority of "Sunan Tirmidhi", 
Tabrani" and "Mustadrak Hakim", a narration of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ &\ 
who says,. "When the Holy Prophet <X*> 5 Up in J^> received the revelation to face 
the Ka'ba, the Sahabah ^ & enquired about the condition of those people's 
Salah who faced Baitul Muqaddas and who had already passed away. At this 
instance the above verse was revealed wherein it is explained that Allah will not 
put their Belief (Iman) to waste. 

In this verse Salah is termed as "Belief (Iman)' which makes the high status 
of Salah apparent. In certain traditions it is mentioned that the position of Salah 
in Islam is as the position of the head in the body. ('Targhib" v.l p. 246). The 
presence of the head lends credibility to the body. Without the head the body is 
useless. In the concluding portion of the verse it is mentioned, " Verily Allah is, 
unto mankind, Most Forgiving. Most Merciful." 

Allah is The All Wise as well as The Sovereign. With wisdom He instructs 
man with certain injunctions wherein lies man's good fortune and benefit. 
Allah's compassion and mercy abounds in every commandment. Whoever will 
perform his Salah according to Allah's command should never doubt its 
acceptance, since Allah will never put to waste an action correctly performed. 
The words 'Ra'uf' and "Rahim' both denote compassion but this meaning is 
accentuated in the word Ra'uf. 

(144) Verily We see you [Oh Muhammad pL»j *J* Jls] frequently lifting your 
gaze towards the heavens. We will most assuredly turn you towards a Qibla 
pieasing to you. So turn your face towards the Sacred Mosque (Masjid) and 
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wherever you may be, turn your faces to its direction. Most certainly those who 
have been given the Book know well that this order is from their Lord. And 
Allah is not unmindful of what you do. 

THE ORDER TO TURN TOWARDS THE KA'BA AND THE EAGER 
ANTICIPATION OF THE HOLY PROPHET ^j^iii^. 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ reports that during the period when the Holy 
Prophet ^U j aJLp &\ J-^ was performing Salah towards Baitul Muqaddas he would, 
upon completion, lift his eyes skywards in anticipation of the order which would 
fix the Ka'ba as the Qibla of the Muslims. It was due to this that the verse, "Verily 
We see you frequently lifting your gaze towards the heavens" was revealed. 

Allama Wahidi & writes in Asbaburi Nuzul" {p39) that the Holy 
Prophet pJL-j Up iji expressed his heartfelt desire to Sayyidina Ibrahim pu\ ^ 
that Allah should turn him away from the Qibla of the Jews and appoint another 
Qibla for him. The Holy Prophet jJL. 3 & preferred to face towards the 
Ka'ba which was the Qibla of Sayyidina Ibrahim pub Up. Sayyidina Ibrahim 
pUl\ said, I am but a servant like yourself having no option in the matter. You 
should request Allah to turn your Qibla to that of Sayyidina Ibrahim r *Ji Up.' 
Thereafter Sayyidina Ibrahim pu)\ ascended towards the heavens while the 
Holy Prophet pJLj k Ju, continued to look towards the sky in anticipation of 
Sayyidina Ibrahim pUl\ aJLp arriving with the command to face towards the Ka'ba. 
it was with regard to this that the above mentioned verse was revealed. 

After the Hijra (migration to Madinah) the Muslims continued to face 
towards Baitul Muqaddas in Salah for approximately sixteen to seventeen 
months. It was only after this duration of time that the Ka'ba was fixed as the 
Qibla of the Muslims as desired by the Holy Prophet ^j^i ^U. In this verse 
Allah also issues a general command for all the Muslims to face towards the 
sacred mosque (Masjidul Haram) wherever in the world they may be situated. 

A SLIGHT DEFLECTION OF THE TRUE DIRECTION OF THE QIBLA 
WILL NOT DISRUPT THE SALAH 

The "sacred mosque" refers to the one in the immediate vicinity surrounding 
the Ka'ba. The entire Ummah followers unanimously accepts the Ka'ba as being 
the Qibla of the Muslims. Due to the fact that the Ka'ba is situated within the 
Masjidul Haram the instruction was given to face towards this Mosque (Masjid). 
Here the verse alludes to the fact that the exact direction of the Ka'ba does not 
have to be faced by every person who may be far or near. It will suffice for him to 
merely turn towards the direction of the Masjidul Haram when performing j 
Salah. Since it is not always possible for people not present within the Masjidul j 
Haram to face towards the exact location of the Ka'ba, the command is to face j 
towards the direction of the Masjidul Haram so as not to place undue difficulty j 
upon the Muslims. However, the person who is physically present within the j 
Masjidul Haram has to face directly towards the Ka'ba when performing Salah. 

The exegesis (tafsir) "Qurtubi" (v.2, p. 159) reports from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 
^ h that the Holy Prophet ^ Up &\ JU> said, "The Ka'ba is the Qibla for 
those within the Masjidul Haram while the Masjidul Haram is the Qibla for those 
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within the Haram, and the Haram is the Qibla for my entire Ummah followers 
wherever they may be in this world/ Jurists write that it will suffice for a person 
to face towards whichever direction the Ka'ba is situated. A slight deflection will 
no t nullify the Salah. When a person begins to perform Salah, a deflection of upto 
22.5 degrees right or left will be of no consequence. Jurists have deduced from 
the verse "the direction of the sacred mosque (Masjid)" that it is sufficient to face 
towards the direction of the Ka'ba even though one may not be totally accurate. 

The Holy Prophet ^JL, 3 Up jut JU> stated in a narration of Tirmidhi that the 
Qibla lies between the east and the west. This was with reference to the people of 
Madinah because the Ka'ba lies south of Madinah Munawwarah. Allah has 
allowed much flexibility to every person in the world ift that he may face 
towards the direction of the Ka'ba in Salah. Should one deflect slightly from the 
true direction, one's Salah will still be valid. Allah has permitted such versatility 
in His injunctions so that it becomes easy for every person to practice upon them. 

Just as the times of salah are determined by physical observation off the 
elements, the direction of Qibla may be determined without mathematical, 
geometrical or astronomical calculations. It does not require any scientific 
instruments and can be determined without any difficulties. There exists much 
pliancy in the matter of the Qibla. However, when a Mosque (Masjid) is being 
constructed, intensive verification is required when determining the direction of 
Qibla. 

THE WISDOM IN SPECIFYING THE KA'BA AS QIBLA 

The Being of Allah is not confined to any place or direction. Everything 
belongs to Him as is evident from the verse/ Say -to Allah belongs the east and the 
west". Whether we perform Salah collectively or individually, it is necessary for 
every person to face the same direction. To achieve this unity, the Ka'ba was 
designated as the Qibla. Since the Ka'ba was originally constructed by the father 
of all mankind and the first prophet, Sayyidina Adam aJL* and thereafter 
again by Sayyidina Ibrahim {%J\ (who was universally accepted) it is the 
natural choice as the Qibla till eternity. If the choice was left to mankind to 
designate the Qibla, many disputes would have arisen which would ultimately 
deprive us of any united stand. 

Another wisdom behind the fixing of the Ka'ba specifically as the Qibla for 
Salah is that it is possible to perform Salah on all four sides of the Ka'ba, People 
in every direction are able to perform their Salah by merely turning towards the 
direction of the Ka'ba in relation to their respective locations. Consequently, 
Salah now takes place in the east, west, north and south. In this, we witness the 
realisation of such verses as, "To Allah belongs the East and the west" and, "Where so 
ever you may turn, there you shall find countenance of Allah. " 

The verse concludes with the statement, "Most certainly those who have been 
pven the Book know well that this order is from their Lord" It was only due to 
obstinacy that they objected, since they had perfect knowledge that the Holy 
Prophet pl-j Up is>i ju was indeed the messenger concerning which their 
scriptures had prophesied. They also understood well that he would not issue 
an Y false or futile instructions. ["Ruhul Ma'ani"] 
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" and Allah is not unmindful of what you do." Allah is well aware of every 

action and movement of a person. Those who object will receive the due 
punishment for \ heir disbelief and evil actions. 
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(145) Even if you have to present every kind of proof to those who have been 
given the scriptures, they will not turn towards your Qibla; neither should you 
turn towards theirs. They will not even turn towards the Qiblas of each other. 
Should you now follow their wishes after knowledge has come to you, then 
surely you wo ild be among the oppressive folk. 

FURTHER DETAILS REGARDING THE OBSTINACY OF THE JEWS 
AND CHRISTIANS 

This verse further clarifies the stubbornness of these people and makes it 
evident that they had no desire whatsoever to accept the truth. Their refusal to 
accept the change of Qibla was not based on any proof or valid argument but 
they were merely bent upon disputing and displaying their arrogance. They 
were unwilling ;0 accept any reasonable proofs and would not compromise to 
follow the Qibk of Muslims. Therefore, why should the Muslims follow their 
whims? 

The Ahlul Kitab (People of the Book) attempted to beguile the Holy Prophet 
Up JU.by saying, 'O Muhammad ^JL-j Up ^ JL* return to our Qibla and we 
will believe in your apostleship and follow you." Allah negates both aspects here 
by declaring that they 'will neither follow the Holy Prophet J-*, nor 

will he turn towards their Qibla. The Qibla of the Jews was Baitul Muqaddas 
while the Christians adopted an easternly direction, although Sayyidina Isa ^ 
f!>LJi never faced in that direction before his ascension to the heavens. Their Qibla 
was the same as that of the Jews viz. Baitul Muqaddas. ["Ruhul Ma'ani", v.2 r . p.ll] 

" they will not even turn towards the Qiblas of each other" The author of 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" (v. 2, p.12) writes that this verse describes the stubbornness of the 
Ahlul Kitab (People of the Book) and the servitude they paid to their carnal 
passions. Allah wishes to inform His Prophet <^ i JU that the attitude of 
these people is not reserved to their interaction with him specifically, but exists 
even in their mutual relationships between themselves. 

"Should you now follow their wishes after knowledge has come to You, then surely 
you would be among the oppressive folk." This verse explains that divine knowledge 
had come to the Holy Prophet ^dpi which is most definitely from Allah 
alone. At the same time the human is imbued with desires which will not permit 
him to accept the truth. Therefore should a person choose to follow his desires* 
he will be counted amongst those who are oppressive and reject the truth to fad 
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behind falsehood. In this is grave emphasis against the satiation of one's desires. 
Reference is also made to the fact that no sin can stem from the prophets <v>LJ! Up 
since the following of one's desires and commission of sins are attributes of 
oppressive people, while the prophets fiLJ\ Up have been safeguarded by Allah 
from committing any oppression. [Ruhul Ma'ani", v.l, p. 12] 




{146) Those who have been given the scriptures recognise the Holy Prophet 
^Uj Up just as they recognise their very own Sons. Without doubt there exists 
amongst them a group who knowingly conceal the truth. (147) The truth is from 
your Lord; so never be amongst those who are doubtful. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK RECOGNISED THE HOLY PROPHET 
^ Up k\ BUT CONCEALED THE TRUTH 

This verse further discloses the obstinacy and rebelliousness of the "Ahlnl 
Kitab" (People of the Book). Not only did they display these characteristics with 
regard to the change of Qibla, but, based purely upon their stubborn attitude, 
they even rejected the prophethood of the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ They read 
in the divine books concerning the noble traits of the Holy Prophet jJL- Up J^> 
and his imminent advent. In this way they very starkly recognized the features of 
the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up i>\ JL*. They realized that he was indeed a prophet of 
Allah just as they knew who their children were. They had no doubts regarding 
, the issue. [Durrul Manthur, v.l, p. 147] 

A former Jewish scholar, Sayyidina Abdullah bin Salam -up iui recognised 
the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ JU to be the messenger of Allah the very first time he 
set eyes on the noble countenance. Upon accepting Islam, he mentioned that he 
was more convinced about the prophethood of the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ 
than he was about his own children. When Sayyidina Umar <up ii questioned 
his reason for this, he replied, "With conviction I can testify that the Holy 
Prophet p-L-j Up iii ju is the messenger of Allah whereas I cannot do the same 
with regard to my children. One cannot say what women do (in the absence of 
their husbands). It is just possible that my wife had been unfaithful and those I 
call my children are, in reality, someone else's." [Asbabun Nuziil" by Wahidy pAO and 
'Durnd Manthur, o.l, p. 147] 

Mention is then made of the group who conceal the truth even though they 
know it is the truth. They also know very well that they are hiding it from others 
and realise its serious consequences and resultant punishment from Allah. 

"The truth is from your Lord so never be amongst those who are doubtful." The 
author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.l, p. 14) writes that this verse serves to explain that 
the truth is absolutely clear and established. None can doubt it at all. Even 
though the verse is phrased as a command, it is actually a statement to the effect 
that none can doubt the truth from Allah. 




(148) And every group has a direction towards which they turn. So hasten 
towards good actions. Wherever you may be, Allah shall collect you all together. 
Surely Allah is capable of everything. 

THE QIBLA OF EVERY GROUP IS DIFFERENT 

The verse explains that every denomination, group and religion always had 
and will always have their own directions to face in their respective forms of 
worship. This is irrespective of whether their directions were affixed by 
themselves or they were ordained by Allah. The fact that the Qibla of the final 
Prophet |JL- j Up iii jl^ was different from that of anyone else should, therefore, 
not be a cause of surprise and objection. 

Another interpretation of the verse is that even from amongst the Muslims 
the people of every town and country will face a different direction depending 
on their geographical position since the Qibla is a fixed cardinal point 
Consequently, paople will be facing the Qibla from every direction; some from 
an easterly direction, some westerly, some southerly, some northerly, etc. [Ruki: 
Ma'ani', v.2, p. 14] 

"So hasten to good actions" i.e. to all such deeds wherein lies the good fortune j' 
of both worlds. The order to face the Ka'ba should be eagerly implemented jus! j 
as the rest of all Allah's commands. Certain commentators have interpreted 'gocij 
actions" to mean Salah. Therefore when the prescribed time for Salah begins,^ 
person should swiftly commence preparing. 

"Wherever you may be Allah shall collect you all together Surely Allah is capable*; 
everything." Wherever in the world people may be, Allah will gather their 
together for retribution. Rewards will be accorded for good deeds and the wroif 
doers will be punished. Therefore a person should exploit every opportunity ar 
should not be unmindful of the Day of Judgment. Allah is capable of everything 
giving life, death, raising the dead and giving retribution. 

"And every group has a direction towards which they face. So hasten towards^ 
actions." This verse makes reference to the fact that a Muslim should not involvf 
himself in futile debates. Since it has been brought to light that the people f[ 
Book (Ahlul Kitab) will not face towards the Ka'ba, neither will the Muslims tuff 
towards the Qibla of the people of Book (Ahlul Kitab), further deliberation up< ! j 
the matter is futile and a waste of time. All such discussions should be avoi<fc| 
and one should involve oneself in good actions which may earn reward in ^ 
Hereafter. It is c lso learnt from this verse that when the opportunity presetff 
itself to do good actions, a person should not delay in its performance. 





(149) And wherever you may go, turn your face to the direction of the holy 
ciosque. And most assuredly this is the truth from your Lord. Allah is not 
unmindful of what you do. (150) And wherever you may go turn your face to the 
direction of the holy mosque. Wherever you may be stationed turn your faces 
towards it so that people may not entertain an argument against you; except 
those who oppress. So do not fear them but fear Me, that I may fulfil My favour 
upon you and you be rightly guided. 

FACING TOWARDS THE MASJIDUL HARAM WHEREVER A 
PERSON MAY BE 

The verse opens by explaining that wherever a person travels, he should 
turn towards the Masjidul Haram in Salah. This instruction is from Allah who is 
cognisant of every action. Thereafter Allah repeats the instruction addressing the 
Muslims in general to face towards the Masjidul Haram in Salah wherever they 
may be. From the verse, Verily We see you frequently lifting your gaze towards the 
heaven' upto the current verse under discussion, the instruction to "turn your face 
towards the direction of the sacred mosque (Masjid)" is repeated thrice. The command 
of "wherever you may be turn your faces towards it" recurs twice. This repetition is 
due to the fact that the change of Qibla was a highly controversial issue causing 
much commoticn, due to which some weak Muslims even turned apostate. 
Therefore, the command to face the Masjidul Haram had to be emphasised. This 
emphasis is also highlighted by the frequent mention of statements like "Verily 
this is the truth from your Lord". 

Some commentators have stated that the repetition refers to the facing 
towards the Masjidul Harum while at home or during a journey. The verse 
"Wherever you may go" is repeated so that it may be clear that one should face 
towards the Masjidul Haram irrespective of the journey being near or distant; 
eastwards, westwards, northwards or southwards. In all situations a person 
should only face towards the Masjidul Haram when performing Salah. 

WITH THE CHANGE OF QIBLA THE ARGUMENT OF THE JEWS 
WAS EXPELLED 

"so that people may not entertain an argument against you' The commentator 
Allama Baydawi Up iii ^ writes that this verse provides the reason for the verse, 
so turn your faces towards it' This means that after the change of Qibla, the Jews 
could no longer entertain the argument that their scriptures mention that the 
final prophet will face towards the Ka'ba; why does the Holy Prophet 

face Baitul Muqaddas? Another argument of theirs was that the Holy 
Prophet ,Op iji did not conform to their religion yet he faced their Qibla. 
Both these arguments were put to an end when the Ka'ba was made the Qibla of 
' e Muslims, in a like manner, the complaint of the idolaters was also appeased. 
1% often questioned that if the Holy Prophet ^ Up 4* claimed to follow 
1 ^ahim r *>ui why was he not facing the Qibla of Sayyidina Ibrahim pLJ\ Up. 
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Therefore the word "people" in the above verse refers to both, the Jews and the 
idolaters. 

"except those who oppress" With the establishment of the Ka'ba as Qibla, the 
objections raised were all answered. Only those who were obstinate and 
oppressive were not satisfied since they were not prepared to accept the truth. 
An example were those stubborn Jews who said that the Ka'ba was merely 
chosen because the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ J^> was inclined towards the beliefs 
of his people (the Arabs), and due to his love for his birth place. Some said that 
the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up in JU) has reverted to the Qibla of his forefathers but 
will soon turn back to Baitul Muqaddas. The tongues of such obstinate people 
can never be harnessed because they keep creating counter objections. 

"so do not fear them but fear Me" i.e. The order to face the Ka'ba should be 
enacted and no attention should be given to the obstinate ones who merely raise 
futile objections. They should not be feared since their mockery cannot harm one 
in any way. Only Allah should be feared, whose commands should not be 
contradicted. 

"That I may fulfill My favour upon you and you be rightly guided" i.e. I have 
instructed you so that I may complete My bounties upon you and that I may 
keep you steadfast upon the true guidance. [Baydauri] 

(151) As We have sent to you a messenger from among yourselves who will 
recite to you Our verses; purify you; teach you the Book and wisdom; and teach 
you what you knew not. (152) So remember Me and I will remember you. Be 
grateful to Me and be not ungrateful. 

COMPLETION OF THE FAVOUR FOR THE PEOPLE OF BELIEF 
(IMAN) 

I 

The first of the above verses is linked to the ones mentioned previously. It j 
means that just as Allah, by virtue of specifying the Qibla, will bestow His j 
favours upon the Muslims in the Hereafter; so too has He bestowed a favour in | 
this world by sending His Prophet ,JL. 3 Up &\ J^> to mankind. J 

The task of the Holy Prophet ^ 3 h included reciting Allah's verses \ 
and spiritual purification of the masses. By practising his teachings, one may 
attain purity from physical and spiritual maladies. He teaches the Qur'an 
wisdom and things which people knew not, which cannot be learnt except; 
through divine revelation. Allah sent His Prophet ^JL-j ifct JL* and inspired him £ 
with revelation by virtue of which man benefits tremendously. Therefore All** 1 1 
declares, "Remember Me and I will remember you. Be grateful to Me and do not sl0 j 
ingratitude." j 
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EXPLANATION OF THE VERSE "REMEMBER ME AND I WILL 
REMEMBER YOU" 

The commentator Allama Baydawi Up &\ u^j explains the verse thus: 
"Remember Me by obedience to Me and I will remember you by awarding the appropriate 
reward." Remembrance of Allah may be accomplished by way of the heart, 
tongue and also by the practical obedience of His commandments. Abstaining 
from sin because of the fear of Allah is also classified as His remembrance. 
Islamic research scholars say that every person who is obedient to Allah in fact 
remembers Him. 

There is aL;o great reward in remembering Allah with the tongue. It is 
reported in a hadith the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ quotes Allah as saying, "I am 
with My servant when He remembers Me and engages His tongue in the 
recitation of My name." [Bukhari, from Abu Hurairah <up &\ ^J. 

Another hadith reports the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ JU) to have said, "Allah 
says that I am w th My servant when he remembers Me. When he remembers me 
in privacy then 1 remember him likewise. When he remembers Me in a gathering 
then I remembe; him in a nobler gathering i.e. a gathering of angels." [Bukhari, 

from Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up &\ 

THE VIRTUES OF (DHIKR) REMEMBRANCE OF, ALLAH 

There are great virtues reported in the traditions of the Holy Prophet & JL* 
fjL 3 Up concerning the recitation of Tasbih the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up &\ J^> and 
Takbir (Allahu Akbar). Sayyidina Abu Hurairah -up &\ reports that the Holy 
Prophet ^j^i JU^ said, "For me to recite 'SubhanAllah wal hamdu lillah wald 
ildha illaldhu w Allahu Akbar' is more beloved than everything upon which the sun 
shines/ [Muslim, v.2\ 

Sayyidina Abu Dharr <^ &\ reports that the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up M J^> 
was asked as to which form of remembrance of Allah (dhikr) was best. The Holy 
Prophet pi- j Up i-ji replied, "It is the words which Allah had chosen His angels 
to say, viz. ' SubhdnAlldhi Hi Wa Bi Hamdihi' [Muslim v.2 p.351] 

Sayyidina Jabir ^ & narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up k\ said 
"A date palm is planted in Heaven (Jannah) for the person who recites 'Subhan 
Allah Hil Azim Wa Bi Hamdihi'. " [Tirmidhi, Chapter ofDu'aa] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up transmitted the hadith wherein the Holy 

Prophet fL-j Up ii said, "Two phrases are light on the tongue, heavy on the 
scales (on the Day of Judgment) and loved by Allah. They are ' ' SubhanAllahi Wa 
Bi Hamdihi SuhanAllah Hil Azim'. [Last hadith of Bukhari] 

A companion asked the Prophet jJL, 3 Up ii to prescribe for him an action 
which he could practise continuously since the injunctions of Islam are 
numerous. The Holy Prophet <X* 3 Up &\ replied, "Keep your tongue moist 
with the remembrance of Allah (dhikr)". [Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidina Abu Musa Ash'ari <up &\ described that once he was walking 
behind the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up &\ ju> while reciting "La Howla Wa La Quwwata 
Mfl Billah" ("There is no power or might except with Allah") to himself. The Holy 
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Prophet jJL-jl aJp ibi JU turned and said, "O Abdullah bin Qais (which was his real 
name)! Should I inform you of a treasure from the treasures of Allah?" Abu 
Musa <up &\ replied in the affirmative, to which the Holy Prophet jJL-j ^ ifci 
said, "It is 'La Howla Wa La Quwwata Ilia Billah" . [Muslim, v. 2, p.346] 

Sayyidina Abu Said Khudri <up &\ says that the Holy Prophet ^ & 
(JL. j told them, "The people who remain engaged in the remembrance of Allah 
(dhikr) are encircled by the angels; Allah's mercy and tranquility descends upon 
them; and Allah makes mention of them in His court". [Muslim, v. 2, p.345] 

THE VIRTUE AND IMPORTANCE OF SHOWING GRATITUDE 

After making mention of remembrance of Allah (dhikr), the discussion now 
revolves around the showing of gratitude. Allah says, "Be grateful to Me and be not 
ungrateful" Showing gratitude together with remembrance of Allah (dhikr) is of 
great importance. It is compulsory for every person to be thankful to Allah for 
His numerous bounties which are impossible to enumerate. In showing 
gratitude, one admits the favours Allah has bestowed upon him. These favours 
are expressed and appreciated both by word and by action. The person verbally 
praises Allah for these bounties and simultaneously invests these favours in His 
worship and obedience. Rejecting these bounties, and utilising them in the 
committing of sips is actually a display of ingratitude. It is indeed foolish to use 
the very same' bounties given by Allah for His disobedience and in the 
subservience ot one's carnal desires and servitude to Satan (Shay tan). Every 
person exploits the boons of Allah but very few show gratitude. 

Allah says in Surah Saba, "And few of my servants are grateful" [verse 13]. 
Giving thanks is an action due to which bounties are perpetuated and increased. 
Ingratitude results in the deprivation of a favour. Allah informs us in Surah 
Ibrahim, "When your Lord announced, If you show gratitude, then I will definitely give 
you more, and you are ungrateful, then indeed My punishment is severe." [verse 7] 

Ingratitude is predominant in the psyche of man. It appears in Surah 
Zukhruf, "Man is clearly ungrateful" [verse 15] Surah Ibrahim contains the 
following, "And He grants you whatever you ask Him for If you try to count Allah 's 
bounties, you will never be able to do so. Indeed, man is extremely unjust and very 
ungrateful." [verse 34] 

It should be the duty of Allah's servants that we keep showing thanks to 
Him and keep His favours in mind. When employing the bounty of Allah a 
person should praise Him. The supplications reported in the books of hadith 
constantly repeat the praises of Allah. It is reported in a hadith that the phrase 
'Alhamdu lillah' is the crown of gratitude and that the person who does not praise 
Allah has not shown gratitude to Him. [Bayhaqi in Shubal Imdn recorded in "Mishkat', p. 
102] 

£ aX>\ b\ )^J^j i j^ g r ^ \J~*\± 




(153) O you who believe! Seek help by means of patience and Salah. Verily 
Allah is with the patient ones. 
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THE COMMAND TO SEEK HELP THROUGH PATIENCE AND 
SAL AH 

The literal meaning of the word patience (sabr) is 'to stop' or 'to prevent'. In 
the Islamic Laws (Shari'ah) it is used with the following three connotations: 

fij To apply one self to the obedience and worship of Allah. 
CQ To prevent oneself from committing sins 

d To persevere and be patient with the difficulties brought on by 
various calamities in such a way that one is content with the 
decision of Allah zvithout objection. At the same time, one 
should aspire for Allah's reward in these trying times. 

People generally interpret patient (sabr) only in the third category. They do 
not even consider the first two, whereas all three categories are parts of its 
meaning. The common factor in all three categories involves the suppression of 
one's carnal desires and abstention from all deeds which constitute disobedience 
to Allah. The person who adopts all three forms of sabr will become the beloved 
of Allah and Allah's mercy and help will be in his attendance. Allah says in 
Surah Zumar, "The patient ones will receive their full reward without reservation." 
[verse 10] 

THE VIRTUES AND IMPORTANCE OF SABR 

The importance of patience and gratitude cannot be over emphasised in the 
short life of a Believer (Mu'min) which seems to last only as long as a fleeting 
star. Whether in ease, comfort or in difficulty, these traits are always beneficial. 
Sayyidina Suhai b <up &\ ^ narrates the Holy Prophet ^ i ^ said, the 
condition of a Believer (Mu'min) is astonishing. Every condition is a source of 
good to him and this cannot be attained by any other besides the Believer 
(Mu'min). When he experiences favourable conditions, he is grateful and this is 
good for him. On the other hand, when he experiences adverse conditions, he is 
patient, and this too is excellent for him." [Muslim,, v.2, p.413] 

A hadith is reported in Bukhari [v.2p.958] wherein the Holy Prophet -tip h\ 
^ j said that none has ever received a gift better and vaster than patience (sabr). 
Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up ibi ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet ,4-^^ JL» said, 
The person who has been blessed with four qualities has gained the good of this 
world and the Hereafter. (These qualities are:) 

1. A thankful heart 

2. A tongue constantly engaged in remembrance of Allah (dhikr) 

3. A body which can bear difficulties. 

4. A wife who is not unfaithful to her husband, neither with regard 
to her chastity nor his wealth." 

[Bayhaqi in 'Shu'bal Imdn" as recorded in' Mishkat' p. 283] 

In life, some difficulty will have to be experienced, but being patient will 
°pen the doors to numerous bounties. One will then receive such favours which 



one cannot imagine. Difficulties befall every person whether he be a believer or a 
disbelievers (kdfir); pious or impious. The difference is that those who are patient 
accrue rewards and are assured Allah's help and mercy. On the contrary, those 
who do not exer :ise patience grumble, raise objections and are not satisfied with 
the decree of Allah. Their difficulty is thus prolonged and they are deprived of 
reward. Those who object to Allah's decision become disbelievers. In reality, 
those who are truly adversely affected by a calamity are those who are deprived 
of the reward of exercising patience. [Bayhaqi in Dalailun Nubuwwah] 

The person who perseveres in the face of adversities reaches elevated 
positions in the Hereafter. His difficulty is, in reality, no difficulty at all since he 
has received the recompense in full. In this world it will be witnessed that people 
toil in their duties the entire month, undergoing much difficulty. Laborers work 
hard in the heat of the sun but, because they are due to receive their full 
remuneration, they endure the difficulty happily. They do not consider their 
work as a burden. 

SALAH AS A MEANS OF AVERTING CALAMITIES 

Together with patience, Salah is also mentioned as a means by which 
assistance can be sought. Salah is great tool by which the help of Allah may be 
secured and relief gained from every type of difficulty. Sayyidina Hudhaifa &\ ^ ) 
<up narrates that whenever any adversity afflicted the Holy Prophet^ ^ <ul* i»i ju 
he would engage in Salah. [Mishkdtul Masabih, p. 117] 

The obligatory (Fardh) Salah is always of utmost importance, but for relief 
from any adversity the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up <ii J^> would especially perform 
(Nafl) mandatory Salah. Salatul Hajah (for requesting help), Salatul Istkharah 
(for requesting counsel on a specific issue) and Salatul Istisqa (for requesting 
rain) have all been reported from the Holy Prophet jJL. j -Up &\ All have been 
prescribed for securing Allah's mercy and assistance. Some traditions concerning 
this subject have already been mentioned in the discussion of the verse, "and seek 
assistance through patience and Salah' (Surah Baqarah 45). 

It is the general practice of man that whenever any misfortune befalls, he 
begins formulating thousands of plans. He tries to secure the help of all creation, 
totally forgetting patience (sabr) and Salah. Instead of procuring the needed 
assistance, he loses patience instead. Only a few would perform Salah. Many 
would not even perform their obligatory (Fardh) Salah, let alone supererogation 
(Nafl). They also continue to engage in the sins they always commit, so how can 
the mercy and help of Allah be expected? 

"Verily Allah is with the patient ones" It is truly a great fortune for the patient 
people that they acquire the companionship of Allah. When a person of even a 
little official status offers us his support, we take great courage and solace from 
this. However, when Allah promises His support for the patient ones, no one 
seems convinced and people continue to express intolerance when afflicted by a 
calamity. In reality, a Believer (Mu'min) should never be despondent or worried 
because he is assured of success by being constant in Salah and remaining 
patient. 
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(154) And do not say regarding those who have been martyred in Allah 's 
cause, that they are dead. Nay, they are alive but you perceive it not. 

THE VIRTUE OF MARTYRS 

It is recorded in Asbabun Nuzul' (p.40) that this verse was primarily 
revealed with regard to those Muslims who were martyred in the battle of Badr. 
These were eight from the Ansar and six from the Migrates (Muhdjirin). It was 
revealed when some people said concerning some of these martyrs, that they 
were dead and deprived of the pleasures and boons of this world. 

When people emerge from their homes in the defence of Allah's religion 
and intending its propagation, wars will take place. In these wars, it is obvious 
that not only disbelievers will be killed but many Muslims will also lose their 
lives. These Muslims have been accorded the honourable title of Martyrs 
(Shuhada). Their rank is very high and they are promised lofty stages in the 
grave, superior to others. For this reason, the verse tells us not to refer to them as 
dead since their lives in the grave are far better than that of the other deceased. 
People cannot, however, perceive this existence of the Martyrs (Shuhada). Allah 
says in verses 169 and 170 of Surah Al Imran, "Never consider those slain in Allah 's 
way to be dead. Indeed they are alive, being sustained by their Lord. They are jubilant 
with what their herd gives them from His bounty" 

In the realm of the grave (Barzakh) the existence of the prophets ^LJ\ ^js- is 
most pronounced. The earth does not decompose their bodies at all. The Holy 
Prophet jJL-j aA* &\ says in a Hadith, " Allah has prohibited the earth from 
consuming the bodies of the prophets (OUi p+A*." [Abu DawM, v.l, p.150] Their lives in 
the grave are so distinguished from others that it is evident even in some of their 
worldly affairs e g. their inheritance is not distributed and their wives may not be 
married after them. After the prophets f>LJ\ p+Js-, the status of the Martyrs 
(Shuhada) is most superior as was elucidated in the verse under discussion as 
well as the one in Surah Al Imran cited above. After these two categories, come 
the rest of people who will either receive punishment or peace in their graves. 
The details of this are recorded in the books of Hadith. 

The martyr (Shahid) receives this great rank because he had sacrificed his life 
and wealth in the path of Allah. The honour which he will witness in the life of 
Barzakh will cause all the pleasures of the world to seem totally worthless. 
Sayyidina Masruq & says that they queried from Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Mas'ud <ip iu\ concerning the verse, "Never consider those slain in Allah's way to 
he dead. Indeed they are alive, being sustained by their Lord. They are jubilant with what 
their Lord gives them from His bounty' [Surah Al Imran, verses 169 and 170] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud i»» said, "We enquired the very same 
from the Holy ^rophet ^JL-j &\ JU» to which he replied, The souls of the 
Martyrs (Shuhada) are within the bellies of green birds who perch upon lanterns 
suspended from Allah's throne. These birds travel throughout Heaven Qannah) 
wherever they please, then return to these lanterns. Allah asks these souls what 
they desire, to which they say, 'What more can we ask for? We traverse wherever 




Surah Al- Baqarah 2: 154 



162 



Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1 



we wish in Heaven (Jannah), eat and drink as we please/ Allah repeats the 
question thrice when they realise that some reply must be given. They answer, 
'We wish that our souls be returned to our bodies so that we again get ourselves 
slain in Your path/ (Since return to the world is not allowed) they will be left as 
they are for they are content." [Muslim, v.2, p.135] 

Sayyidina Anas ^ ibi reports that the Holy Prophet Up ^ said, 
"The person who passes away and receives good fortune (i.e. Safety from 
punishment and Allah's blessings) will never want to return to this world even 
though he receive everything the world has to offer. The only exception is the 
martyr (Shahid) who will love to return so that he may again be killed in the way 
of Allah because of the great virtue of martyrdom which he will have 
experienced." [Bukhari, v.\, p. 392] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up &\ relates that the Holy Prophet ^j^in 
said, "I swear by the Being in whose hands is my life that I wish to be slain in the 
path of Allah, then given life again, then slain again, then given life, then slain 
and given life to be slain yet again." [Bukhari, v.l, p392] In spite of holding the 
great mantle of prophethood, which excels all other positions, the Holy Prophet 
^JL- j Up iui expressed the wish to be martyred over and over again. Divine 
wisdom obviously presides in the fact that the wish of the Holy Prophet Up i>\ 
jJL- j was not literally fulfilled. However, the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up i>i did pass 
away a martyr (Shahid) since his death was caused by the poisoned goatmeat he 
had eaten in the battle of Khaiber. A Jewish lady gave this to him and although 
its effect was not immediate, it did surface towards the end of his life. 

EVERY SIN OF A MARTYR IS FORGIVEN EXCEPT WHAT IS DUE 
TO OTHER PEOPLE 

Even though the excellence of the martyr (Shahid) is so great, as mentioned 
above, the dues that he owes to others will not be waived. The Holy Prophet 
^ j aJLp is\ mentioned, "A martyr (Shahid) is forgiven for everything except his 
debts." [Muslim, v.2, p.135] 

THE REQUIREMENT OF SINCERITY IN JIHAD (RELIGIOUS WAR) 

To acquire the rank of a martyr (Shahid), it is imperative that a person 
engages in battle against the enemies of Islam solely for the pleasure of Allah. He 
should have been killed while fighting only for the elevation of Allah's Din 
(religion), Sayyidina Abu Musa **> &\ narrates that once a person asked the 
Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ^ regarding a person who fights in a battle to gain the 
booty, or one who does so for fame, or to accrue accolades for his valour. He 
wished to know whom from amongst these can be said to be in Allah's path. The 
Holy Prophet ^1- 3 Up &\ JU> replied, "The one who strives for the Din (religion) of 
Allah to reign supreme, is in the path of Allah." [Bukhari, v.l p.394 and Muslim, v.2, 
p.139] 

According to another narration, someone enquired from the Prophet i» J-* 
jJL-j Up about a person who fights to display his valour, another who fights for 
the honour of his tribe or nation, while yet another fights to show off He wished 
to know which of these persons are in the path of Allah? The Holy Prophet & J~* 
pi- j Up replied, "The one who strives for the Din (religion) of Allah to reign 
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supreme, is in the path of Allah." [Muslim, v. 2, p. 140] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up ^ says that the Holy Prophet <X* > ^ & 
said, 'Whoever /s injured in the path of Allah (and Allah alone knows who is 
truly injured in His path) will appear in such a condition before Allah on the Day 
of Judgment that his wound will still be bleeding. Although the colour will be of 
blood, but the fragrance will be of musk." [Muslim, v. 2, p.133] The phrase "and 
Allah alone knows who is truly injured in His path" alludes to this very same 
aspect of sincerity which is so imperative for every act of worship. Man can only 
see the superficial aspect of any action. Its acceptance depends upon the 
intention. If it was carried out solely to please Allah, it will be accepted, the due 
reward attained and the promised benefits gained. On the contrary, if any action 
is performed with the intention of showing off then not only will the reward be 
lost, but it will be a source of harm in the Hereafter, which will ultimately cause 
one to enter Hell. 

A PERSON KILLED IN A TRIBAL FEUD OR NATIONAL WAR IS 
NOT TERMED A MARTYR (SHAHID) 

Today numerous wars and disputes rage around the world and people are • 
continually being killed. The wars are usually fought for national, territorial or 
linguistic reasons. The pleasure of Allah is not even considered. Even though a 
person dying in these battles may be termed a martyr (Shahid) .by the people, the 
true martyr (Shahid) is the one whom Allah deems as such. Nowadays, it is 
common place to use the terms 'national martyr (Shahid)' etc. and these may even 
be publicised, but using these terms for non-believers and apostates js absolute 
ignorance. May Allah protect us from going astray. 




(155) Most assuredly We will test you with a bit of fear, hunger, and a deficiency 
in wealth, life and provisions. So give glad tidings to the patient ones. (156) 
(They are) those who, when any adversity befall them, say, 'Verily to Allah do 
we belong, and to Him is our return/ (157) These are the ones upon whom the 
collective and special mercies of Allah descend and who are rightly guided. 

VARIOUS WAYS OF TRIALS AND TESTS 

This world is a place of trials. The creation of life and death is, in itself, 
aimed at testing the human, as Allah says in Surah Mulk, 'Sanctified is that Being 
in whose control is sovereignty and Who is capable of all things; He who created death 
and life to test who amongst you carries out the best actions, [verses 1 and 2] 

Allah states in Surah Muhammad <M &\ JU, "Most definitely We will 
examine you until it is ascertained who are the ones who truly strive in Allah's 
path from amongst you; and who are the ones who endure; and that We may 
have knowledge of you/ [verse 31] 
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In the verse under discussion, numerous methods of emphasis are 
employed in the form of the letters "Lam" and "Nun Thaqila." These imply that 
the tests are inevitable. Sometimes they will occur in the form of fear, at times 
one will encounter hunger, while it may also happen that one's wealth will 
decrease. Lives of friends, relatives, children or grandchildren may be lost, while 
sometimes produce and provisions may decrease. In this verse, all the main 
categories of calamities have been enumerated. Fear of enemies, droughts, 
floods, earthquakes, loss in trade, collapse of buildings, theft, misplacement of 
wealth, its destruction, closing down of factories, shut down of machinery, 
power failures, death of near and dear ones, spread of pestilence, deficiency in 
harvests, their destruction, their infestation by insects, plagues of locusts, etc. 
Inference is made to all of these. 

The Believer (Mu'min) perseveres through all of these. In the face of any 
adversity, he realises that it is a test from Allah and remains content with the 
decision of Allah, aspiring for the rewards promised for it. Tribulations also 
occur as an admonition for any sins committed, or as an atonement for any evil 
deeds. It may also be a test or a means of elevating a person's rank. All these facts 
are clearly expounded in the Qur'an and Ahadith of the Holy Prophet Up & 

THE BENEFIT OF CALAMITIES TO THE BELIEVER (MU'MIN) 

A verse of Sarah Nisa states, "Whosoever perpetrates an evil act shall meet its 
retribution/ [verse 123] The books of hadith and exegesis (tafsir) report that 
Sayyidina Abu Bakr <up ifci ^ once asked, "Oh, the Holy Prophet U* & J*, is 
there any way to salvation after the revelation of this verse {i.e. verse 123 of Surah Nisa) 
since every evil deed will be accorded its punishment?" The Holy Prophet & 

Up replied, "Oh Abu Bakr -up &\ ^! May Allah be merciful to you. Do you 
never fall ill? Does not any difficulty nor any grief afflict you? Does no calamity 
befall you?' He responded, "Definitely these things do occur." The Holy Prophet 
^L, 3 Up ii then said, "By means of all this, your sins are removed" 

In another narration, the Holy Prophet ^Upii^Uis reported to have told 
him, "Oh Abu Bakr & ^j, you and your companions will receive atonement 
for your sins in this very world so that you may meet Allah in a condition that no 
sin remains to your account. As for the Kafir (non-believer), all his sins will be 
accumulated so that he receives their full chastisement in the Hereafter." [Ibn 
Kathir, v.l, p.557-558] 

Verse 30 of Surah Shura reads, "The adversities that afflict you are a result of the 
deeds you earn, and Allah pardons a great deal' Sayyidina Abu Musa & ^ 
reports that the Holy Prophet ^ 5 U* & said, "The little or great difficulty 
which a person encounters is due to his sins, but what Allah overlooks is much 
more. Thereafter the Prophet Up ifci recited the above verse, "The 
adversities that afflict you are a result of the deeds you earn, and Allah pardons a great 
deal. " [Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ i» reports that the Holy Prophet 4^^^ 
^L-j said, "Allah afflicts that person with difficulty for whom He intends good" 
[Bukhari, v.2, p.843] Another Hadith reads, "Whenever Allah fixes a high rank 
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for His servant which he cannot attain by his actions, Allah afflicts him with a 
difficulty. Allah then affords him the endurance, implementing which, he 
becomes worthy of that particular rank." [Ahmad and Ahu Dawud as recorded in 
MishkdtulMasabih/p. 137] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up ii also narrates that the Holy Prophet i» JU 
^ *ls> said "Whatever difficulty afflicts a Believer (Mu'min) will be an 
atonement for his sins, whether it be a sickness, worry, grief, or even a thorn 
prick." [Bukhari, v2 p.843] 

Sayyidah Ummus Sa'ib i«ap ii ^ was a lady Sahabiya. The Holy Prophet 
, a> it JL* found her ill one day and asked her what was the cause of her 
condition. She replied that it was fever and cursed it. The Holy Prophet i» J^> 
^ said, "Do not curse the fever because it eradicates the sins of people just as a 
furnace eradicates dirt from metal." [Muslimm, v.2, p. 319] 

Sayyidina Anas & & narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ said, 
" When Allah intends good for any servant, He speeds up the punishment in this 
world. On the contrary, when Allah intends harm for a person, He withholds the 
punishment which will fully be given to the person on the Day of Judgment." 

[Tirmidhi in the Chapter of Abstinence] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ii narrates that the Holy Prophet it JU 
pjL-j said, "The Believer (Mu'min) male and female constantly experience 
difficulties in their lives, wealth and children until they meet Allah in such a 
condition that no sin remains in their account." Y'Tirmidhi" in the Chapter of 
Abstinence"] 

Sayyidina Anas it transmits the hadith in which the Holy Prophet 
r Uj Op it JU? said, "The Muslim who loses three small children will be made to 
enter Heaven (Jannah) on account of the mercy which Allah bestows upon these 
children." [Bukhari v. 1, p. 167] , 

Sayyidina Abu Sa'id Khudri ^ ii says that once the Holy Prophet it J^> 
r Lvj Up addressed a group of women. Amongst other advices given he said, "The 
person who loses three small children will have them become a barrier for 
him/her on the Day of Judgment" A woman asked concerning the person 
whose two children had passed away. The Holy Prophet jJL. 3 .Op it JU responded 
by saying, "When one loses two children then this will also give the same 
benefit." [Bukhari v. I p.167] 

Sayyidina Mu'adh bin Jabal it narrates that the Holy Prophet U* it JU 
(J-j said, "The couple who loses three children will be made to enter Heaven 
(jannah) by the grace of Allah." The companions queried regarding the loss of 
two children, to which the Holy Prophet pJL. 3 Up it replied, "The same applies 
for them too." Someone then asked regarding one child, to which the reply was 
given that the same would apply to them as well. Then the Prophet jJL- 3 Up it 
added, "I swear by the Being in whose control lies My life that even the 
unformed foetus will pull its mother into Heaven (Jannah), if the mother had 
aspired for her reward at the time of its death." [Mishkdtul Masabih" p. 153] 

No difficulty or calamity should be a cause of fear and grief to a Believer 
(Mm min). It is a source of good for him since a little difficulty in this temporary 



Surah AI- Baqarah 2: 155-157 166 Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. j 



world will be a source of evading chastisement in the Hereafter and reaping its 
bounties. This can only be to a person's benefit and is a cheap bargain. One is 
required to be patient, aspire for the rewards and to be content with the decision 
of Allah. This does not mean that a person should not ask Allah to remove the 
difficulty since such a supplication was a practice of the Holy Prophet Up it 
p-L-j. One should always ask Allah for safety from all troubles and never ask 
Allah to afflict one with calamities and diseases. If it does come, one should be 
tolerant. 

A UNIQUE QUALITY OF THE PATIENT ONES 

After discussing the inevitability of trials, Allah declares. 'And give glad 
tidings to the patient ones." Thereafter the attributes of the 'patient ones" are 
discussed in the following verses, "Those who, when any adversity afflicts them, they 
say, Verily to Allah we belong and to Him is our return. This phrase includes many 
dimensions and is a great source of consolation. At the outset, the reciter admits 
that he belongs to Allah. Since a person is the slave of Allah, and is His creation, 
he has to be totally content with Allah's decision. We belong to Allah and 
whatever life and wealth Allah chooses to take from us, these also belong to Him. 
Whatever Allah chooses to do with His creation is His right and no one has the 
authority to object nor vent his displeasure, neither by heart nor by tongue. 

Once, when the grandson of the Holy Prophet ,JL- j Up ii JU> was about to 
leave the world, the daughterof the Holy Prophet's ^L-j Up & J^> called for her I 
father. He sent Salam to her with the following message, "Verily to Allah belongs j 
that which He takes and that which He gives. Everything has a prescribed 
lifespan. So be patient and hope for Allah's reward." [Bukhari, v.l, p. 17 1] 

The second part of the Qur'anic verse is an announcement and admission \. 
that we are soor to return to Allah when we will receive the reward for all lost 
things. This reward is far superior to the limited things of this world which 
people grieve to lose. The separation from deceased kith and kin is only a 
temporary one. Where they have gone we are surely to go too. There, in a place 

of bliss and happiness, we will (Insha Allah) meet once again. I 

| 

In "Tirmidhi" (v.l p.166) it is narrated that when a child of a person passes ! 
away, Allah asks His angels, "Have you taken away the apple of his eye?" When j 
they reply in the affirmative Allah asks further, "What did My servant have to 
say?' They reply, "He praised You and said, 'Verily to Allah we belong and unto! 
Him is our return (i.e. Innd Lilldhi Wa Innd Ilayhi Raji'un)." Upon hearing this, j 
Allah instructs the angels, 'Build for My servant a mansion in Heaven (Jannahj 
and call it the Baitul Hamd (Home of Praise)." 

Another hadith reads thus, "Whenever a Muslim man or woman recalls a I 
difficulty which may have occurred some time before, then 'recites/ Verily to J 
Allah we belong and to Him we shall return," Allah grants him the same reward 
which he acquired the day the difficulty had afflicted him. [Ahmad and Bayhaf 6 ^ 
recorded in "Mishkr.tul Masabih", v.l, p.53] I 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ &\ reported that the Holy Prophet U* ^ /I 
pL>j said "Whenever the strap of a person's shoe breaks, then too he shoujjj 
recite, 'Inna Lilldhi Wa Innd Ilayhi Raji'un' because this is also a form of difficulty , 
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[jsAishkatul Masdbih" from Bayhaqi] 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up in relates that the Holy Prophet jJL- j Up i>i jl* 
said, "The person who says, 'Inna Lillahi Wa Inna llayhi Raji'un' when in adverse 
conditions, Allah will grant him recompense and a good life in the Hereafter. 
Allah will also grant him something better in exchange for what he lost." [Durrul 

Manthur] 

"THE COLLECTIVE AND SPECIAL MERCIES OF ALLAH" 

After explaining the qualities of the patient ones, Allah makes mention of 
the glad tidings these people are worthy of. He says, "These are the ones upon 
whom the collective and special mercies of Allah descends, and these are the rightly 
guided. The woid 'Salawat' is the plural of 'Salah' which means 'mercy'. The 
common word for mercy is 'rahmah' which is also mentioned in this verse. Some 
commentators maintain that the word 'rahmah' is added for emphasis. [Qurtubi, 
v2,p.l77] 

The commentator Allama Baydawi a> ^ explains that when the word 
'Salah' is used with reference to Allah, it denotes purification and forgiveness. 
When its plural is used, it refers to a multitude of the same. Mercy generally 
refers to compassion and favours, [v.l p. 117] Some commentators say that the 
word 'Salah' refers to general mercies and 'rahmah' refers to special mercies. 

"And these are the rightly guided." This is due to the fact that such people are 
happy with the decision of Allah and express it verbally by declaring, "Verily to 
Allah we belong and to Him is our return" By saying this, they have attained the 
right path. [Baydawi, v. 2, p. 118] 

Sayyidina Umar ^ i»i says that together with the promise of various 
types of mercies, the mention of being rightly guided is a great favour of Allah in 

itself 

SOME POINTERS CONCERNING PATIENCE 

A) It is the system of the world that difficulty and pain are always put to the 
fore. Neither ease nor adversity last forever. The Believer {Mu'min) exercises 
patience and is grateful to Allah. Those who are impatient are deprived of 
reward and gradually, though it be after some time, they too will be forced to be 
patient and forget the calamity. However, this patience is of no avail. The 
patience which earns one virtue and reward is that which is exercised upon the 
first occurrence. Sayyidina Abu Umamah ^ & narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (O-j Up h said, quoting the words of Allah that, "Oh son of Adam! 
Should you exercise patience immediately upon the advent of a calamity, 
anticipating the reward thereof, I will accord you no less a reward than Heaven 
(jannah)." [Ibn Majah, v.l, p.144] 

Bukhari (v.l p. 171) and Muslim (v.l p. 302) record an event, narrated by 
Sayyidina Anas ^ As ^ wherein the Holy Prophet ^ 3 passed by a 

lady who was crying beside a grave. The Holy Prophet (JL-j Up &\ ju> said, "Fear 
Allah and exercise patience." The woman, not recognising the Holy Prophet JL* 
^ retorted, "Go away! Leave me alone because the calamity which has 
hcted me has not afflicted you (i.e. If the same had befallen you, then you 
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would know what it is like)/' The Holy Prophet jJL-j ^ iii walked awav 
When someone informed the woman who it was to whom she had spoken so 
harshly, she hastened to the Holy Prophet's jJL. 3 Up i>\ presence. She was 
surprised not to find any guard at the door because she expected that the Holy 
Prophet jJL- j Up ii lived in luxury and employed guards at the door. It wa 5 
astonishing to her that the leader of the creation led such a simple lif e 
Addressing the Holy Prophet jJL. j Up i»i JL* she said, "I did not recognise y 0u 
(due to which I spoke the way I did)/' The Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ii told her 
"True patience is that which is exercised upon the initial advent of the calamity 
because after the expiry of some time, it will come on its own)/' 

This hadith highlights the fact that the patience referred to in the Qur'an 
and hadith, regarding which numerous virtues have been expounded, is that 
patience which is exercised upon the initial onset of the adversity. Immediately 
upon the death of a person, or upon losing a sum of wealth the heart is grieved 
To be patient at this instance holds great value. In reality, patience is that which 
is exercised at the time when the heart aches because, with the passage of time 
the effect will naturally decrease until it is no longer felt. After a while, when the 
grief is forgotten, this will not be termed patience, neither does it hold any virtue l 
A Believer (Mu'min) and a non-believer (kdfir) are all the same in this regard. The 
patience for which a person is rewarded is the one exercised when the grief is 
still fresh, the heart is restless, evil thoughts plague the mind, the tongue wants I 
to object to Allah and the soul yearns to act contrary to the Islamic Laws 
(Shari'ah). Patier.ee at this time is a source of great reward. 

B) For the heart to be grieved upon the demise of someone, or the eyes to \ 
shed tears, or for the tongue to express the grief, are not signs of impatience. Itis| 
narrated in Bukhari [v.l p. 174] that the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up & J^> was present | 
when his son Ibrahim &\ was about to leave the world. Some tears welled I 
up in his eyes, upon which Sayyidina Abdur Rahman bin Auf <up &V^j enquired | 
"How is it that you weep, O the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up &\ JL*? (since the common J 
people weep at the loss of their children)/' The Holy Prophet p-L-j Up &\ y % 
replied, "This is a natural compassion which Allah has placed in the heart. Tear' 
may flow and the heart may be grieved, but the tongue will only say that which} 
is pleasing to Allah. O Ibrahim! We are indeed saddened by your separation/' 

Another hadith tells us that Allah does not punish a person for the tears of 
the eye nor for the grief of the heart but will punish for the utterances of to 
tongue; or may forgive the same. [Bukhari v.l p.174] i.e. Punishment wall be mettey 
out for any objections made against Allah. If a person says that he is happy wit 
the decree of Allah, wherein good lies, then Allah will be merciful towards him. 

C) Just as the uttering of any wrong word is prohibited and constitutes | 
sign of impatience, so too will be the carrying out of any deed which is contrary 
to Sabr or which is the practice of non-Muslims. Some people are in the habit c 
slapping their fa :es when confronted by any difficulty, especially upon the deafly 
of a child. They 'even bang their heads against the wall, tear their clothes, and sa^j 
foolish things like, "It was my only surviving child. Could not Allah find anotfe | 
life to take?" These are all ignorant practices. To object to Allah ctafistitutes ana 
of disbelief (Kufr). Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud -up &\ narrates that fri 
Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ said, "That person is not from amongst us who slapr 
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his face, tears his clothes and utters complaints of ignorance." [Muslim, v. I, p. 70] 

In certain places all the hair is shaved off as a token of mourning. It is also 
generally the practice of women to wail and scream excessively. The Prophet JU> 
^ Up menticned that he shall have nothing to do with those who shave their 
heads, wail excessively and tear their clothing. [Muslim, v. I, pg.70] 

Upon the demise of someone dear, some women wail so much that it can be 
heard outside the house. For six months up to a year they would sit before a 
visitor and continue weeping. They would address their deceased saying, "Oh 
m y beloved! Where have you gone? To whom have you left me? You were so 
perfect ..." In this manner they continue talking and crying. This becomes their 
daily practice for months on end in spite of the prohibition from the Islamic laws 
(Shari'ah). It is reported in a hadith that, "Allah curses the one who wails as well 
as the listener." [Abu DawUd] 

The Holy Prophet jJL. 3 aJLp Ai ju also cursed such people. The listeners are 
also included in the curse because they become the cause for this wailing, which 
is never practised in solitude. It is recorded in "Muslim" [p. 303] that the people 
who do not repent for their wailing will be raised on the Day of Judgment in 
such a way that chey will be clothed with garments of tar and dermatitis. The tar 
referred to is an extract of a tree which the Arabs used to apply on a rash, which 
had an acidic effect. The itch burns out, eventually offering relief On the Day of 
Judgment, the one who wailed will be made to suffer from severe dermatitis. It 
will be as if he is weaning clothing of rash. The tar will be applied on this/ 
causing the person to suffer even more. It is common practice that when a person 
who suffers from eczema is given tar to apply, the resultant pain experienced is 
unbearable. If this is the pain of this world, one cannot imagine what it will be 
like in the Hereafter. May Allah save us all. Amin. The eventual result of such 
medicinal applications is relief, but in the Hereafter it will only bring more pain 
and difficulty. The itch will not disappear but it will be further intensified. 

D) In the hadith we are taught an addition to the phrase, "Inna Lillahi Wa 
Inna llaxjhi Rajiun" '. The mother of the believers, Sayyidah Umm Salmah ^ & 
reports, "I heard the Holy Prophet ^ &\ JL* say, 'Allah will definitely grant a 
person something better than that which he has lost if he recites, at the time of 
the loss, 'Inna Lillahi Wa Inna llaxjhi Rajiun. Allah Humma Ajirni Fi Musibati 
Wakhlufli Khayram Min Ha.' ('Verily to Allah we belong and to Him is our return. 
Oh Allah grant a reward in my calamity and grant me something better in 
exchange'). When my husband Abu Salmah -up it passed away I thought, 
"Who can be better than him? His family was the first to migrate to the Holy 
Prophet p-L-j a*1p ifoi ju>. Nevertheless I recited this supplication and Allah replaced 
my husband with none other than the Prophet (Rasill of Allah) pJL-j ^ ^ who 
was definitely better than Abu Salmah/ [Muslim, v.l, p. 300] 

E) Thus far, we have gathered from the numerous Ahadith that all worldly 
adversities and calamities serve to eradicate sins from a Muslim. They serve to 
*aise his ranks and are an expiation for his sins which will ultimately protect him 
from the chastisement of the grave and the Day of Judgment. It is incumbent 
u pon the believer (Mu'min) to bear every situation with tolerance and gratitude. 
He should have a strong hope in the promised rewards and should be rest 
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assured that both favourable and adverse situations augur well. 

True difficulty is the lot of the non-believer (kafir) who suffers without 
gaining any reward for his suffering. The hardship of a believer (Mu'min) i$ 
really none at all because of the immense rewards he accrues thereby. This does 
not mean that he should not ask Allah for cure and favourable conditions. Just as 
reward is attained through patience, reward is also gained through gratitude. 
One should continue supplicating for good fortune, but should misfortune 
overtake one, to erance should be shown. 

F) Many people do not understand the divine wisdom behind favourable 
and adverse conditions. They make foolish statements to the effect that 
calamities seem to befall only the Muslims. They make absurd comments that the 
non— believers possess mansions and palaces while Muslims have only promises 
of paradise. Some say that Allah lavishes His favours upon others while he 
leaves His own in poverty, destitution and other misery. Such ignorant people 
do not understand that it is because of people like themselves that the Muslims 
suffer such grief. These distressful situations are an atonement for sins and a 
means of raising their ranks. They are means of safety from the punishment of 
the Hereafter, which is in reality a great favour. By suffering a little anguish in 
this world, one is saved from the grievous torments of the Hereafter. 

Since the r.on-believer (kafir) has no pleasures in store for him in the 
Hereafter, there awaits for him only punishment. For this reason, he is given 
more in this world and has to suffer less hardship. If any non-believer (kafir) was 
of any service to mankind or performed any commendable act, he will receive his 
reward in this world while there will be absolutely nothing for him in the i 
Hereafter. He will abide in Hell for eternity. 

Bukhari ^ iui narrates from Sayyidina Umar -up ifci who says, "I met ( 
the Holy Prophet jJL-j ibi jl> while the latter was lying on a straw mat f 
Between the mat and his body was no bedding. As a result, the mat left an [ 
imprint upon his body. The Holy Prophet <JL- 3 Up &\ was resting against a \ 
leather pillow, which was filled, with the bark of a date palm. I said, 'O the Holy J 
Prophet Up &\ JU! Ask Allah to bestow wealth upon your Ummah followers J 
The Persians and the Romans are very affluent whereas they do not even 
worship Allah." The Holy Prophet pJL-j Up ibi JU> replied, "O son of Khattab! Are j 
you also dwelling in this misconception? Do you not know that these people are j 
given the good things in this world and will have nothing in reserve for the | 
next." Another narration of the same hadith reads, "Do you not prefer that they | 
enjoy this world while we enjoy the next?' [Mishkatul Masdbih, p. 447] 




(158) Verily Safa and Marwah are amongst the signs of Allah. So whoever 
performs Hajj or Umrah of the House, there shall be no sin upon him should he 
go to and forth between the two. Whoever performs a good act of his free will 
then surely Allah is Most Grateful, All Knowing. 
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THE LEGISLATION AND INCEPTION OF MOVING BETWEEN 
SAFA AND MARWAH 

"Sha'air" * s tne P m ral of "Sha'ira" which means 'sign' or 'token/ Safa and 
jvlarwa are two hills close to the Ka'ba. During Hajj and Umrah people walk 
se ven times between the two. This act is called "Sa'i/ This act is Wajib 
(compulsory) in both Hajj and Umrah. The two places are said to be from amongst 
the signs of Allah, meaning that they are from the signs of Din (religion). The Sa'i 
is one of the pre ctices of Hajj and one of its five fundamentals. For this reason, 
these two hills have great importance in Islam. 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ &\ gives us insight into the inception of this 
practice in the following hadith of Bukhari, (v.l, p.474). He says that Sayyidina 
Ibrahim *M in accordance with the command of Allah, left his wife, Hajra 
and his son Sayyidina Isma'il f^LJi U* in Makkah (which was then just 
barren ground). They had with them only-some dates and a water bag. When 
Sayyidina IbrahAm ^LJ\ Up began to leave, his wife walked behind him asking, 
"0 Ibrahim! Are you leaving us here? There are no people here and nothing 
else/ 7 This she repeated several times, but each time she received no reply. 
Finally she asked, "Did Allah instruct you to do this?" When he replied in the 
affirmative, she remarked, "In that case, Allah will not allow us to be destroyed." 
Thereafter Sayyidina Ibrahim ftLJ\ Up proceeded, leaving the two alone. 

The mother continued to breastfeed her child and drink from the waterbag. 
When the water was exhausted, she and her infant child grew thirsty. Seeing her 
child in a restless condition, she ascended the mount of Safa to see whether any 
people were approaching. When she could not see anyone she hastened to 
Marwah, running through the valley in between. There too she could sight no 
one. Once again she hurried back to Safa and again to Marwah. In this manner 
she went to and fro seven times. Upon reaching this point Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 
•up i repeated the words of the Holy Prophet jJL, j Up "For this reason, 

people perform *he Sa'i between Safa and Marwah (i.e. in commemoration of her 
act)." 

Upon the final descent from Marwah, she heard a sound and tried to remain 
calm. She then listened attentively and she heard it again. Addressing the voice 
she said, "Oh speaker! You have made yourself heard. If you have any help to 
offer, then render it." Suddenly she witnessed an angel scraping the ground with 
his heel, from which water emerged. Sayyidah Hajra <OLJi began making a 
form of retaining wall around it and filled her waterbag. The water continued to 
gush forth. Sayy idina Ibn Abbas ^ again quoted the Holy Prophet & 
r 1 - ) <M saying, "May Allah have mercy upon the mother of Sayyidina Isma'il Up 
»U . Had she left it to be, this water of Zamzam would have flowed throughout 
the earth." 

She continued to drink from the well and to feed her child. The angels 
would reassure Iter not to fear since Allah would not allow them to be destroyed 
because this chiM and his father will construct the house of Allah in this place, 
rhey added that Allah would never destroy His own, the faithful. (After this the 
Oration of Bukhari mentions the settlement of the Bani Jurhum tribe there and 
he marriage of Sayyidina Isma'il (OLJ Up to a lady from amongst them. It also 



Surah Al- Baqarah 2: 158 



172 



Anwar-ul^ 



goes on to mention the return of Sayyidina Ibrahim ftLJ\ and the construction 
of the Ka'ba.) A^ah loved this action of Sayyidah Hajra ^lJ\ l^u so much that he 
included it in the rites of every person who performs Hajj or Umrah. This is the 
unique feature of every person who sacrifices for the sake of Allah. 

THE SA'I DURING THE PERIOD OF IGNORANCE 

It is recorded in Bukhari (v.2 p.646) that Sayyidina Asim bin Sulayman & ^ J 
Up says that thev enquired from Sayyidina Anas ^ i>i concerning Safa and 
Marwah. He replied, "During the days of ignorance, we used to move between 
the two. Upon becoming Muslims, we stopped this practice whereupon Allah 
revealed the verse, "Verily Safa and Marwah are amongst the signs of Allah. " 

In Muslim (v.l, p.414), numerous Ahadith are recorded concerning this. One 
of them is narrated by Sayyidah Aysha &\ who says, "During the days of 
ignorance, the Ansar used to pay homage' to the famous idol Manat. They 
considered the Sa'i impermissible, so when they performed Hajj with the Holy 
Prophet (JL- j a> &\ they mentioned this to him, upon which the above verse 
was revealed." She added further, "Allah will not accept the Hajj of a person 
who does not perform the Sa'i." 

Bukhari (v.l, p. 222) reports the hadith wherein Sayyidina Abu Bakr bin 
Abdur Rahman ^ ^ says, "I have heard from numerous men of knowledge 
that people generally performed the Sa'i during the time of ignorance, except for 
those mentioned in the above hadith of Sayyidah Aysha ifp iii ^> When the 
verses of Tawaf were revealed (in Surah Hajj), no mention was made of Safa and 
Marwah. The companions enquired, 'Oh the Holy Prophet fJL- j Up &\ ju, during 
the period of ignorance we used to carry out the Sa'i between Safa and Marwah. 
Allah has instructed about the Tawaf, so what about the Sa'i? Is there any sin in 
its performance?' At this instance the above verse was revealed." 

Sayyidina Abu Bakr bin Abdur Rahman ^ i^j then added, "The verse 
was revealed w th reference to both groups; those who practiced Sa'i before 
Islam and those who did not." Hafidh Ibn Hajar i»i has deliberated in 
much detail about this subject and has exhaustively collaborated the various 
Ahadith in his book "Fathul Bari" (v3, p. 500) 

Nasa'I records that there stood two copper idols atop Safa and Marwah 
One was called Asaf and the other Na'ila. The idolaters would touch each of 
them when performing their Hajj or Umrah during the period of ignorance, 
Sayyidina Sha'b> Up &\ ^ says that the idol atop Safa was called Asaf while the 
one upon Marwah was called Na'ila. People would conduct the Sa'i because of 
the presence of these two there. When Islam came, these two idols were 
destroyed. However, the people felt that the Sa'i was an act of ignorance 
performed only as homage to these two idols and had to be discarded in Islam 
This was the reason for which the verse was revealed. 

THE KNOWLEDGEABLE REPLY OF SAYYIDAH AYSHA ibt 

The nephew of Sayyidah Aysha ^ &\ once asked her, 'Allah revealed in ] 
His verse, 'there shall be no sin upon him should he go to and forth between the two.' ft j 
appears from the words 'no sin' that there would be no sin should one omit the j 

J 
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c a 'i as well/' Sayyidah Aysha l^lp i>i ^ replied, 'O my nephew! If it had been as 
you say/ then the verse would have been phrased thus, 'there shall be no sin 
J nVO n him should he not go to and forth between the two/' She then added, 'This 
verse was revealed for the Ansar, who abstained from performing the Sa'i. They 
queried whether to go to Safa and Marwah or not, whereupon this verse was 
revealed, informing them that there is no harm in its performance. The Sa'I was 
enjoined by the .Tory Prophet jJL-j Up & and none may omit it." [Bukhari, v.l, 
p.222] 

THE LAWS OF SA'I 

1. The Sa'I is not permitted with out first performing Tawaf 
The Sa'I of Hajj may be performed after the Tawaf Qudum or 
after the Tawaf Ziyarah, the latter of which is better However 
for the one performing a Hajj of Qir'dn, Sa'I is better after the 
Tawaf Qudum. 

2. Previously, there existed a depression between Safa and 
Marwah. It was through here that Sayyidah Hajra fM~Ji i^ip 
hurried. For this reason, those performing Hajj Umrah also run 
here. Tiday this depression no longer exists since the land is 
now flattened and an upper floor has been constructed. To mark 
the place, green pillars and lights have been placed between 
which people run. 

3. There are seven circuits in the Sa'I From Safa to Marwah is 
one, and back to Safa is another In this manner; seven are 
completed, beginning from Safa and terminating at Marwah. 

4. It is Wajib (compulsory) to perform the Sa'i by oneself. No 
person may substitute another. The only exception is the person 
who fell unconscious before adorning the Ihram. An other person 
may adopt the Ihram on his behalf as well as perform the Tawaf 
Qudum and Sa'I for him. This may be done on condition that he 
does regain consciousness before all of this. 

5. The 'Dam' (compensation) becomes compulsory on the person 
who left Makkah before performing the Sa'I. 

6. The running (actually jogging) between the green pillars is 
only for men. Women should not do it. 

"Whoever pi rforms a good act of his own free will, then surely Allah is ever, 
Grateful, Most Merciful." This refers to any non-obligatory action which will 
surely bring reward from Allah. Allah is most appreciative of any action a person 
may perform. No action, whether good or evil, goes unnoticed by Him. 



ye $ j^&s $ ^l: Juijl 

(159) Certainly those who conceal the clear things and guidance which We have 
revealed, aftei We had expounded them in the Book for the people; such folk 
(the concealers) are cursed by Allah and by all those who curse. (160) Except for 
those who repent, amend and clarify. These are the ones whom I will forgive, 
for verily I am The Greatest Acceptor of repentance, The Most Merciful. 

THE PUNISHMENT FOR THOSE WHO CONCEAL THE TRUTH 

It is written in 'Asbabun Nuzul' [v.l, p.43], that this verse was revealed with 
reference to those scholars of the people of Book (Ahlul Kitab) who concealed the 
verses of Rajam (the stoning to death of a married adulterer). It also refers to 
their concealing of the description of the Holy Prophet jJL.j i» which 
appeared in the Torah. The tafsir "Durrul Manthur" records a hadith that 
Sayyidina Mu'adh bin Jabal i»i and some other Ansar asked some Jewish 
scholars about a rtain aspects of the Torah. They refused to furnish answers. The 
above ayah (veri a) was revealed with reference to this incident, [v.l, p. 161] 

'Durrul Manthur' [v.l, p. 162] also reports the statement of Sayyidina Abul 
Aliya iut who said, "This verse makes reference to the people of Book 
(Ahlul Kitab) who, due to jealousy hid the personality and characteristics of the 1 
Holy Prophet pJL, j j&i Ju from the people. (They even hid the fact that the I 
Torah made mention of the Holy Prophet pJL- 3 &\ JU> and that it described him j 
despite the fact fiat it was written in the scriptures before them. J 

The author of 'Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that the noble Prophets f%J\ ^ I 
received clear verses which included the mention of the Holy Prophet Up & \ 
pJL- j. The people of Book (Ahlul Kitab) hid this from others. The word "guidance" is \ 
linked to the word "clear things" and refers to all aspects of guidance. This 
includes belief in the seal of Prophets, the Holy Prophet pJL, j <Op ifci ju. Although 
this verse was specifically revealed about the people of Book (Ahlul Kitab), its 
application is general i.e. It would be a great sin for any person to conceal the 
knowledge of Dm (religion), [v.l, p.26-27] 

A hadith is recorded in "Bukhari" (v.l p.22), in which Sayyidina Abu 
Hurairah i»t said, 'If it was not for two verses of the Qur'an (wherein 
warnings are mentioned concerning the concealment of truth), I would not have 
narrated a single hadith. He then recited the above verse." 

"Sunan Ibn Majah" reports the Holy Prophet jJL- } &\ ju> as having said, 
"That person wi J be given a bridle of fire on the Day of Judgment who conceals 
any such knowledge through which Allah may grant any religious benefit/ (p. 23) 

Concerning these people Allah warns, "Such folk are cursed by Allah and by$ 
those who curse." The meaning of a curse is to be removed from the mercy of 
Allah. Therefore, Allah will not be merciful to such people and all others will 
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also invoke the same upon them. The exegesis (tafsir) of "Durrul Manthur' (v.l 
p,l62) narrates from Sayyidina Ata ^ in ^ that " all those who curse" refers to all 
humans, jinn and every living creature on this earth. This curse will apply to all 
of them 'except t\ ose who repent, amend and clarify (their wrong)/ 

CONDITIONS FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF REPENTANCE OF 
THOSE WHO CONCEAL THE TRUTH AND LEAD OTHERS 
ASTRAY 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that those will be excused from the 
curse who repent for hiding the truth and from all other sins regarding which 
repentance has to be sought (v.l, p. 2 8). He then goes on to explain the word 
"amend". He writes that, together with repentance, amending the wrong which 
has been done is also necessary. Whatever rights were infringed should be 
redressed, whether they be owed to the Creator or to the creation. Those people 
who may have been misled should now be advised correctly. These people 
should be informed that they were prevented from the truth and should accept 
what is now being said. Whatever changes may have been made to the book of 
Allah should be :orrected and substituted with the correct teachings. 

He then goes on to explain the word 'clarify". He writes that whatever was 
concealed should now be clearly explained. The repentance of these people will 
be completed only when these two conditions are fulfilled i.e. amendment and 
clarification. Whatever ill may have been caused by their words or actions 
should be redressed since these would have caused many people to go astray. 

This point s of extreme importance and few pay heed to it. Many 'free 
thinking' ignora.it people, who consider themselves to be jurists and reformers, 
wander far from the truth. Considering themselves to be great writers, they 
attempt to display literary prowess. Such people are far from the Ahlus Sunnah 
Wal Jamd'ah and propagate their false teachings. Should such people choose to 
repent, their repentance should not merely be done in private. They should make 
public declarations to inform the public that whatever beliefs or actions they may 
have propounded in contradiction with the Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jamd'ah, were 
wrong. Nowada /s, we live in an era of corruption. Many people carry out clear 
acts of disbelief (Kufr) which they continue to propagate. When they realise the 
truth, they are remorseful and quietly repent. It is incumbent upon such people 
to "repent, amend and clarify. "Each of the three actions is imperative. 

THE FIRST LESSON: It should be understood that the only person who can 
pass Judgment (fatwa) about the matters of Din (religion) is the one who is truly 
learned Scholar (in Alim) in the Qur'an, the Sunnah, matters of Lawful (haldl) and 
Unlawful (haraw), as well as all other religious injunctions. The consequences of 
issuing an incoirect ruling is indeed grave. Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ &\ 
sported that the Holy Prophet ^j^i^ said, 'The person who is asked 
about any knowledge which he possesses, but who does not disclose the same, 
will be given a bridle of fire to wear on the Day of Judgment." [Tirmidhi in the 
Chapter of Know ledge] 

It is learnt f; om this hadith that the responsibility of imparting knowledge is 
^served for those who themselves possess such knowledge. The person who 
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ventures to impart such knowledge while he is not qualified to do so. will fall 
into the pit of misguidance. At the same time, he will drag others with him. 

"Bukhari" (v.2, p. 7 W) reports that Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ &\ 
said, "Those pec pie who have some knowledge should expound it while those 
who have no knowledge should say Allah knows best'. Instead of pretending to 
know, it is wise to say Allah knows best 7 when you have no knowledge of 
something. Allah instructed his Prophet ^ 3 <M iui "say I ask not of you any 
recompense, neither am I from amongst those who pretend." 

It is for this reason that Scholars (Ulama) state, "To say T do not know 
constitutes half cf knowledge/' It will be noticed of many an ignorant person that 
they can never t ?ay T do not know'. They are prepared to comment on every 
subject. Without any knowledge of Din (religion), they write books which include 
incorrect subject matter. It will also be noticed that when any reliable and 
experienced Mufti is questioned, then some ignorant bystander will reply before 
the Mufti can have a say. This is so because people have no perception of 
religious responsibility and accountability in the Hereafter. 

The Holy Pi ophet (JL. 3 Up &\ mentioned, "The person who is most bold to 
issue rulings is most bold to enter the fire of Hell Qahannam)" [Sunan Darmi, v.l, 
P 53] 

To comment on the Qur'an, to report a hadith, or to expound a ruling is 
indeed a very great responsibility. Sayyidina Muhammad bin Munkadir ^ J&\ 
said, "Without doubt, the Alim (religious scholar) is the intermediary between 
Allah and His bondsmen. So think well about the discharging of this 
responsibility." [Sunan Darmi, v.l, pg.50] 

The effective method of discharging this responsibility is not to answer by 
mere estimation and to say nothing without possessing full knowledge about the 
subject. Should one have no knowledge concerning something, one should make 
it clear that one does not know. Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up i»\ reports that 
the Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 aJLp &\ JU said, "Whoever receives a ruling which was not 
based on proper knowledge or research, the sin is upon the one who has issued 
the ruling.' [Sunai Darmi v.l p.53. Abu Dawud, v.2, p.159] 

A ruling should be properly researched. Thereafter, should any error 
become evident, its rectification should be announced and the person to whom it 
was issued should be duly informed. 

THE SECOND LESSON. Another important aspect of issuing rulings is that 
the questioner should be able to understand the answer fully. If he does 
understand, he should also be able to correctly interpret the same. His 
understanding snould be such that should the situation recur, he-must not fall 
into error. 

Sayyidina Ali ii stated, Explain to the people only such things, which 
are within their understanding. Would you like people to falsify Allah and His 
Prophet |JL. j <JLp iui Because by telling them things beyond their grasp, they 
may falsify Allah and His Prophet the Holy Prophet jJL-j aJp ibi JU." [Bukhari, v.l, 
p.24] 
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The Holy Irophet ^JL- j aJL^ ii\ JU told Sayyidina Mu'adh ^ &\ ^ Jf "That 
person will ent^r Heaven (Jannah) who meets Allah without ever ascribing 
partners to Him/' Sayyidina Mu'adh <up i»i asked. ''Should I not convey this 
glad tidings to the people?" The Holy Prophet <JL-j i»i replied, "No, for I 
fear that people will merely rely on this (and not perform any good actions)." 
[Bukhari v.l p. 24] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ &\ said, "The person who replies to 
each and every person's question is certainly insane," ["Sunan Darmi", v.l p.56, 
Tabarani in the "Y.aoir"] 




(161) Verily those who disbelieve and die as disbelievers, upon these people is 
the curse of Allah, the angels and the entire mankind. (162) They will dwell 
therein forever. Neither will their punishment be lessened nor will they be 
given any respite. 

THE CURSE AND PUNISHMENT FOR THOSE WHO DIE AS 
INFIDELS 

This verse mentions the chastisement of those people who die in infidelity. 
The general context of the verse would include even those Jews who remained 
obstinate in their disbelief and also encouraged others to do the same. Not only 
did they not accept the truth, but they hid the attributes of the Holy Prophet JU 
r L. j <uU &\, preventing others from accepting. The verse will also refer to the 
Christians, idolaters, atheists; as well as to those who reject the Prophets ^LJ\ 
Islamic beliefs, fundamental Islamic principles and the finality of prophethood of 
the Holy Prophit jJL. 3 Up JU. Also included in the warning are the heretics 
fire-worshippen and apostates. In short, every infidel (kafir) will qualify for these 
curses of Allah. His angels and the entire mankind. It was discussed in the 
previous verse that curse denotes being far from the mercy of Allah. Indeed, the 
furthest one can be from Allah's mercy is to spend an eternity in the fire of Hell. 
This is the greatest curse. For this reason Allah then mentions, ''They will abide 
therein forever." Sayyidina Abul Aliya <ip &\ "^j explains that they will remain in 
Hell and under tie curse until eternity. [Durrul Manthur" v.l p. 167] 

It may occar to one that the Infidels do not curse one another, so why 
should the curse of the entire mankind be on them'? The reply to this is that 
although they do not curse each other in this world they will, most assuredly do 
so in the next. In Surah Ankabut, Allah says, Then, on the Day of Judgment, you 
will turn your backs to each other and curse one another. Your final abode will be the 
hellfire and you w 11 have no assistants/ [verse 25] 

In Surah A'raf the following appears, "Whenever any group will enter (Hell) it 
will curse another. Eventually, when all will find the other also in there, the latter ones 
will say regarding the former ones, O our Lord, these were the ones who led us astray, so 
?we them a double punishment." [verse 38] 
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Surah Ahzab has the following verse, "And they will say, O our Lord! "We 
followed our leaders and elders who led us away from the correct path. O our 
Lord! Grant them a double punishment and curse them ever so greatly. " [verses 
67/8] 

In the exegesis (tafsir) "Durrul Manthur", Sayyidina Abul Aliya aJLp &\ ^ 
says that on the Day of Judgment, the infidel will be resurrected and, Allah, His 
angels and the whole of mankind will invoke their curses upon him. 

'The punis iment will not be lessened for them/ Similarly Allah says in 
Surah Nahl, "Wien the oppressors see the punishment it will not be lightened 
for them, nor wiT they be granted respite/' (verse 85) 

In Surah Mu'min Allah says, "The people in Hell will say to the keepers of Hell, 
Supplicate to your Lord to lessen a day of the punishment for us. They (the keepers) will 
ask, Did your messengers not come to you with clear signs?' The people will reply, 
'Certainly. ' The keepers will then say, 'Then you supplicate. The supplication of the 
disbelievers is lost "[verses 49 and 50] 

"And they z nil not be given respite. " Respite is only given to one who makes 
an appeal. The Infidels who are doomed to eternal punishment will not be 
allowed to plead their case and can therefore expect no respite. 

Allah says in Surah Mursalat, "On this day they will be rendered incapable of 
speech, neither will they be permitted to plead their innocence. Destruction will be the lot 
of the falsifiers upc n that day." [verses 35/6/7] 

SOME RULING S CONCERNING CURSES 

RULING 1: It is permissible to invoke the curse of Allah upon liars or 
oppressors in general. However, it is not permissible to invoke the same upon a 
specific person, whether he be a Muslim or a infidel. To specifically curse a 
particular individual will only be permitted if it is known for certain that the 
person died as a infidel (kafir), e.g. Pharaoh (Fir'aun), Abu Lahab, Abu Jahl, etc. 
A person who is alive and may even be a infidel (kafir) cannot be cursed since it 
cannot be said with certainty whether he will die in disbelief. 

Many people are careless in this regard and even invoke curses on Muslims. 
Teachers are especially accustomed to such speech. Sayyidina Abu Darda & ^ 
<up has reported that the Holy Prophet jJL-j aJ* i» JL* said, 'Verily whenever 
someone curses another, the curse ascends to the heavens and finds the doors 
closed there. It t len goes back earthwards, only to find its doors closed as well. 
Then it searche* right and left for an exit, only to find none. It then finally 
descends upon ' he one who had uttered it." ["Sunan Abu Dawud", Chapter of Adah. 
v.2,p316] 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <u* £\ reports that the wind once lifted a person's 
shawl, upon which he cursed the wind. The Holy Prophet (JL-j ^ ii told him, 
"Do not curse it for verily it blows by the order of Allah. Without doubt, 
whoever curses f omething which is not deserving of the curse, it will return unto 
him." [Ibid] 

Ruling 2: Any statements synonymous to a curse will only be permissible 
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when it is used in accordance with certain principles. The Arabic 
tf.rm "Mardud" (rejected) and the urdu word "phatkar" are used 
for invoking curses. Women are generally in the habit of using 
c ursing words and their respective synonyms. The Holy Prophet 
r L- jdpiii J^> was once proceeding for the Salah of Eidul Fitr or 
Eidul Adha when he happened to pass by some women. He 
addressed them thus, "O Women! You should give charity for I 
have seen more of your gender in Hell." The women asked as to 
why this was so, upon which the Holy Prophet pJL- 3 Up &\ JU 
replied, "You curse very often and are not appreciative towards 
your husbands." ["Mishkatul Masabih", p. 13, from Bukhari and Muslim] 

(163) And your Lord is but One Lord. There is no other Deity besides Him; The 
Compassionat \, The Merciful. 

THE TRUE DEITY IS BUT ONE 

In this verse, the oneness of Allah is expressed and the belief of the idolaters 
is rejected. It asserts that He is unique and unrivalled, both in His being and in 
His attributes. He is the One, Most Compassionate and Most Merciful. He has no 
match, neither any peer nor any equal. He is the One, Independent, with no 
partner. Since H i alone created everything, only He deserves to be worshipped. 
He is Most Mer iful unto all His creation. None of the false gods which people 
associate as partners to Allah are worthy of worship; neither are they creators, 
nor sovereigns, nor compassionate, nor merciful as He is. 

c^ii afj^S j 4^3\ ;JC ^3^S\ Ly>\£3\j cJu^j jots JjL=> 

(164) Verily in the creation of the heavens and earth; in the alternating of the 
night and day; in the huge ships which traverse the oceans carrying goods of 
benefit to man; in that (water) which Allah showers from the heavens, reviving 
the earth after its death, dispersing all types of creatures therein; and in the 
ordinance of the winds; and the obedient clouds suspended between the earth 
and sky are signs for those who have intelligence. 

THE PROOF OF ALLAH'S UNITY 

In the exegesis (tafsir) "Durrul Manthur" (v.l pg.163) it is stated that when the 
verse, 'And your Lord is but One Lord." was revealed, the idolaters were surprised 
&at Muhammad Up i JU» claimed that there is only one Allah. They 
requested proof for this claim, upon which Allah revealed this verse under 





discussion. In this verse, Allah's authority of being the Creator and Owner i s 
established, together with mention of His supreme control over all affairs. The 
idolaters also ref ognised that none other possessed this supreme control except 
Allah so there could be no option for them but to accept that Allah is One. 

Sayyidina Ata tip <3»» narrates that when the verse "And your Lord is but I 
one Lord" was revealed in Madinah, the Infidels (kuffar) of Makkah wondered as f 
to how everyone's Lord could be One. Upon this, Allah revealed the above verse 
(264). If one contemplates upon this verse, it will be understood that Allah is the 
only One worthy of worship and He is the Creator of each and every thing 
[Durrul Manthur" • hi, p. 174] 

It is indeed strange that the idolaters worship their false gods in spite of the 
fact that Allah created them, provides their sustenance, nurtures and nourishes 
them, grants them children and creates all the essentials for their eating and 
drinking. What is even more astounding is when the idolaters of Makkah were 
informed of Allah's Oneness, they exclaimed, "What, have all the deities been mak 
into One! This is indeed a strange thing/' [Surah Sad, verse 5] 

A strange phenomenon of this world is that when something becomes a 
trend, then no matter how erroneous and evil it may be, because it is in vogue, 
people consider it to be a good thing. It is incumbent upon every human being to 
worship Allah and no other. This is the religion of man which was preached and 
practiced by the father of man, Sayyidina Adam fiLJ\ as well as by all the 
Prophets f%Ji after him. When Polytheism (shirk) became rife and 

widespread, pec pie became so accustomed to it that the call to monotheism 
seemed strange and foreign to them. 

The verse mentions such things which every person accepts to be totally in \ 
Allah's control. These phenomena are such that their creation and continuance j 
are solely dependant on Allah's will; no other being has jurisdiction over them, j 

THE CREATION OF THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH 

This is the first sign discussed by Allah. Allah say in Surah Zumar j 
"Definitely if you ask them who created the heavens and the earth they will say, AIB 
[verse 38] J 

Surah Ahqaf contains the verse. "Tell them, Show me what those whom \p \ 
worship besides Allah have created from the earth? Do they share a partnership in ft 
heavens? Bring forth a book which was before this one, or some piece of information r [ 
indeed you are truthful" {verse 4) 

THE ALTERNATION OF NIGHT AND DAY 

This is the !>econd sign which Allah mentions in the verse under discussion 
Allah declares in verse 62 of Surah Furqan, "He is the One who has made the ni$ \ 
and day succeed each other (as a sign) for those who intend to take lesson or intend t\ 
show gratitude. " f 

Allah says in Surah Zumar, "He created the heavens and the earth i$ 
perfection. He folds the night into the day and folds the day into the night; and md^ \ 
sun and moon bow in submission." [verse 5] 
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Surah Fatir contains the following verse, "He (Allah) enters the night into the 
day dnd the day into the night. He has made the sun and moon subservient; Each one of 
the them travels up to its fixed hour. This is Allah your Sustainer to whom belongs all 
Sovereignty. As for those whom you worship besides Allah, they do not even own the skin 
of a date pit. " [verse 13] 

The increase and decrease in the duration of night and day and its variation 
with place and tme are all part of Allah's divine system. Every intelligent person 
understands that none other has any say in these matters. 

THE TRAVERSING OF SHIPS OVER THE SEA 

'Tn the huge ships which traverse the oceans carrying goods of benefit to man" This 
is the third sign mentioned in the verse under discussion. The ocean itself is a 
great creation of Allah in which numerous types of creatures are found as well as 
other things wh ch are of value to man. The seas link one continent to another, 
without which goods would have to be transported over great distances of land. 
Allah has permitted ships to travel upon the sea. If He so willed He would not 
have allowed any ship to travel upon the surface of the sea and caused them all 
to sink. A needle cannot float across the surface of the sea, yet ships weighing 
hundreds of tons and laden with many more tons of goods travel across the 
oceans. These goods are transported from Europe to Asia, and from America to 
Australia. By vi tue of this the people of one continent reap benefit from the 
produce of other continents. In spite of the extensive use of airplanes and 
railways, man cennot do without the service of ships. 

Allah says in Surah Nahl, "You see the ships cleaving their way through the 
ocean, that you may earn from the bounty of Allah, and that you may show gratitude." 

[verse 14] 

When travelling by sea, one only has the water below him and the skies 
above. The ship is weighty, the waves continuously thrashing its sides while the 
fear of unfavourable winds and sinking are ever prevalent. Under these 
conditions, it is only Allah who can offer one any protection. He keeps both 
occupants and goods completely safe and allows them to reach their destination. 
When the sea turns stormy, people become frightened and are greatly distressed. 
At such times one s, attention turns to none other than Allah. A person cries out 
only to Him, forgetting all false gods. 

Allah declares in Surah Ankabut, "Suddenly, when they board a ship they call 
unto Allah with sincere conviction. Then when He rescues them by delivering them onto 
dry land, they ascribe partners unto Him, displaying ingratitude for what We have given 
them and so that they may enjoy. Soon they will come to know." [verse 65] 

This is the strange psychology of the idolater. When afflicted by any 
adversity, only then does he remember Allah and supplicate to Him. However, 
when the difficulty is removed, he continues his heretic practices and worships 
°*ergods. 

THE SENDING OF RAINS 

"In that (water) which Allah showers from the heavens, reviving the earth - after - 
tt$ death" In this phenomenon there is also clear indication of Allah being the sole 
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Creator and Sovereign. None can deny the magnitude of this bounty, which 
benefits millions of people and animals. Plants and trees receive nourishment 
from the rain without exhausting its supply. Sweet, clean water descends from 
the sky by means of which plantations, orchards and gardens flourish. Dry, 
barren land is revived, dams are filled and man and animals, benefit for many 
months. 

Many areas are such that they have no source of water except the rain since 
their wells have either too little water or are too deep. The rainwater has to be 
used for drinkirg, washing clothes as well as for watering fields. The people of 
these areas remain in eager anticipation for rain. When the rains do arrive, they 
all seem to come to life. Even those areas which depend on fresh water and rivers 
for irrigation are indebted to the rainfall. This is because rainwater falls upon the 
mountains, freezes and melts to form rivers. 

Allah ment'ons in Surah Shura, "He is the One who sends the rains after people 
have become despondent, spreading His mercy. He is the Patron, worthy of praise." [verse 

Allah says in Surah Ha Mim Sajda, "And from amongst His signs, you see thai 
the earth is lying barren, Then when we send the rains, it begins sprouting and 
flourishing. Verily the One who had given life to the earth will bring the dead back to life. 
Definitely He is Gipable of all things." [verse 39] 

A verse from Surah Rum reads, "So look at the signs of Allah's mercy and haw 
life revives the ea^th after its death, undoubtedly, He gives life to the dead and He has 
power over all things. " [verse 50] 

The drying up of the earth and the withering of its plants and trees is I 
referred to as its death. Its flourishing and greenery are referred to as its life. 

THE CREATION OF ANIMALS AND THE DISPERSING UPON THE I 

EARTH I 

I 

"and (Allah; dispersed 'therein (the earth) every type of creature" This sentence is \ 
linked to the phrase 'anzala' ("that which Allah showers from the heavens"). The f 
author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" is of the opinion that it is linked to the word 'ahya' J 
("reviving the earth"). In Arabic, the word 'dabbah' (creatures) refers to everything j 
which walks upcn the earth even though the word is not generally used for large f 
animals such as cows, buffaloes, camels, etc. These creatures of all types and ; 
species are amongst the signs of Allah. Allah has created them in large numbers, 
varying in type, temperament, form and characteristics. Allah has made man 
dominant over all of them. Should a person sit back and ponder about the 
characteristics of each creature, countless expressions of Allah's greatness come 
to the fore. § 

THE BLOWING OF THE WIND IN ALL DIRECTIONS I 

The sixth s ; gn mentioned in this verse is, "In the ordinance of the winds " ^ I 
the power of AEah is evident in the way He causes the winds to blow in various | 
directions, sometimes even changing the course of some winds in the oppos* 
direction. As Allah desires, so He causes the winds to blow. Should He destf* 
them to blow in certain directions or at certain speeds, He can do so. These win* 
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may be a form of punishment or mercy. Only Allah has the authority to 
manipulate thes^ winds. No one else can change their direction nor adjust their 

speeds. 

Allah says in Surah Rum, "And from His signs is that He sends tlie winds as 
carriers of glad tidings, so that He may allow you to taste of His mercy, and so that the 
ships sail by His order for you to gain from His bounty and show gratitude." [verse 46] 

Allah dispatched a wind to punish the nation of Ad. This frightening wind 
raged for seven nights and eight days and destroyed the entire nation. On the 
other hand, the wind served as an aid to Sayyidina Sulayman fiLJh cU. It would 
transport him a distance of a month's journey in a single morning or evening. 
During the Battle of the Trench, Allah sent a windstorm which forced the 
enemies of Islam to retreat. Their tents were blown away and their utensils 
overturned. Their faces were stung with the particles of flying sand. It was so 
severe and cold :hat it caused them to lose their senses and retreat. Allah makes 
reference to this in Surah Ahzab when He says, "Oh people of Belief (lutein) (Call to 
mind Allah favow upon you when the army came to you and Allah dispatched over them 
a windstorm and an army which you could not see. "[verse 9] 

Bukhari (v.l p.l4l) narrates a hadith in which the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up i»v jl» 
said, "By virtue of the Saba I was rendered help while the nation of Ad were 
destroyed with the Dabur.' (Saba and Dabur are names for specific types of 

winds). 

Sayyidina i\bu Hurairah ^ & narrates that the Holy Prophet ^ ifci 
ju.; said, 'The v ind brings mercy or punishment. When the wind blows, do not 
curse it but rather ask Allah for the good that comes from, it and for protection 
from its evil." [Abu Dawud v.l p.239] 

Sayyidah Aysha & reports that whenever a wind blew the Holy 
Prophet jJLj Up i»i J^> used to recite the following Supplication, "Allah Humma 
Inni As'aluka Khayraha Wa Khayra Ma Fihd Wa Khayra Ma Ursilai Bihi Wa A'udhu 
Bika Min Sharrihd Wa Sharri Ma Fiha Wa Sharri Ma Ursilat Bih." (Oh Allah I ask 
you for the good of this wind, the good which is the outcome of this wind, and 
the good which it brings, and I ask you for protection from the evil of this wind, 
the evil which is the out come of this wind, and the evil which it brings/') 

THE SUBMISSION OF THE CLOUDS 

And the obedient clouds suspended between the heavens and the earth' This is the 
seventh sign me itioned wherein one may witness Allah's power. The clouds are 
suspended in mid-air even though they are laden with water. When rain is 
pending, people begin preparing for it, whereas the clouds will only proceed to 
the destination specified by Allah. 

Allah says m Surah A'raf, "It is He who sends the winds ahead of His mercy to 
wake them happy Then when the winds carry the heavy clouds, We lead them towards 
some dry piece of and where We send the rain down; extracting by its agency all types of 
fruit hi the same my, We will cause the dead to rise up so that you take heed" [verse 57] 

By means of the clouds, Allah shaded the Bani Isra'il in the valley of Tih. 
k hesc clouds travelled wherever they went. It is only by the will of Allah that 
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clouds are either heavy or light, or arrive at certain places. It is also commonly 
seen how at times they even disappear without sending any rain. The 
punishment of the people of Ad began with the sighting of a cloud. They did not 
receive any rain for some time and, having seen the cloud, they rejoiced, 
assuming it would bring rain. Because of the extreme heat at the time they ail 
emerged on to an open plain. Instead of rain, a severe windstorm arose, which 
completely destroyed them. 

Bukhari (v.2 p215) relates a hadith wherein Sayyidah Aysha \+* & says, 
"Whenever the Holy Prophet jJL-j *Jp ^ would see a cloud or an approaching 
wind, its effect could be noticed on his face. I once asked him, 'O the Holy 
Prophet ^L. Up i People are always pleased to see the clouds, hoping for 
rain. Why do I detect concern on your face when you see clouds?' He replied, 0 
Aysha! How can I be sure that they do not portend a punishment. A certain 
nation was punished by means of the same. When they saw a cloud approach, 
they said, 'This cloud will bring rain for us.' Instead it brought a grievous 
punishment to them." 

Another hadith reports Sayyidah Aysha if* ifci ^ as saying, "Whenever 
some clouds would appear in the sky, the face of the Holy Prophet & J^> 

would change colour. At times, he would go out and then come in, or pace up 
and down. When the rain would finally come, only then would his state of 
restlessness disappear." [Muslim, v.l, p.294] 

All the factors mentioned in the verse clearly reflect the wonders of Allah 
and point to the fact that only He is the Creator. Even those who refute the Unity 
of Allah will accept that only He is capable of such creation. They would accept 
that it is only He who could exercise control over all these phenomenon. 
However, they do not admit His unity and continue to ascribe partners to Him. 
May Allah guide them all. 




(165) There are some who ascribe partners to Allah, displaying such love for 
them as they should love Allah. However, the believers have a much greater 
love for Allah. If the oppressive ones were to see the punishment, they would 
realise that all power belongs only to Allah and verily Allah is capable of 
inflicting the severest chastisement. 

THE LOVE OF THE IDOLATERS FOR THEIR IDOLS AND THE 
PUNISHMENT FOR IT 

After explaining monotheism (Tauhid) together with its proofs, Allah now 
discusses those people who ignore the oneness of Allah and ascribe partners to 
Him. These people had created other gods who they considered equal to Allah 
They worshipped them, took oaths in their name and sacrificed animals to 



them. In this vei se Allah says that, "they display such love for them as they should 

\QveMlfih" 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'am" (v.2 p34) writes that the wo.d "love" in this 
verse refers to reverence and obedience. It means that these people considered 
^ese false gods to be equal to Allah, showing such reverence and obedience to 
them as they should be showing to Allah. Allah mentions in this verse that they 
}ove "them" (the Arabic word 'houm') instead of saying that they love "these" (the 
Arabic word 'ha;i'). By using a term which refers to living beings, Allah wishes to 
draw our attention to the fact that these people actually considered these gods to 
be living equals of Allah. Some commentators are of the opinion that the word 
'partners" ('andada') refers to the leaders of the tribes and nations. This means 
that some people showed as much reverence and obedience to their leaders, as 
they should actually show to Allah. 

THE SUPERLATIVE LOVE OF THE BELIEVERS FOR ALLAH 

However, the believers have a greater love for Allah." The believer's love for 
Allah is deep rooted, firmly established and' perfect. Their love does not 
decrease and they never turn to another for assistance, neither will they worship 
any other. Conversely, the idolaters turn to Allah when afflicted by any adversity 
An example of this (as was mentioned previously) is when they are in danger 
while at sea. At this time, they forget all other gods and supplicate only to Allah 
for safety. This i ituation is also noted at other times of distress. At times, such 
people engage in the worship of a certain idol. Where after they carve out 
another before which they place their foreheads. 

Ironically, it also happens that the idolaters make an idol out of sweets, then 
consume them when the need arises. On the occasion of Diwali (a Hindu 
religious festival), the iddaters of India build idols out of coarse sugar. Thereafter 
these are sold and everyone gather to eat them. 

"If the oppressive ones here to see the punishment, they would realize that all power 
belongs only to A lah; and verily Allah is capable of inflicting the severest chastisement" 
At this time the^ will experience much regret, remorse and shame. However all 
this will be to no avail. Allama Baydawi aJLp &\ ^ interprets the verse to mean: 
Upon sighting the punishment, if they come to know that all might and power 
belongs only to Allah, great remorse "will overtake them/' 

Ibn Kathir &\ ^ writes in his tafsir, "If these people were to see in this very 
world what punishment will accrue to them (as a result of their disbelief and idolatry), 
they would desist 'mmediately. " 

Allama Baydawi a^p i>i ^ quotes other commentators "Who say, "Should 
the idolaters come to know that their fabricated gods cannot benefit them 
whatsoever, they' would realise that all power belongs only to Allah. None can 
give benefit nor harm besides Him. This has also been stated in "Ruhul Ma'ani" 

0'-2.p.35). 
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(166) When those who were followed (i.e. the leaders) disassociate themselves 
from those who followed them; and they see the punishment; and all ties 
between them are severed. (167)Those who had followed will say, "If only w > 
could return (to-the world), then we too will disassociate ourselves from them 
they now do to us." In this manner, Allah will show them their actions as a 
cause of regret to them. They will never be able to escape from the fire. 

THE DISASSOCIATION OF FOLLOWERS FROM THEIR LEADERS 
ON THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT (QIYAMAH) AND THEIR SEVERE 
REMORSE 

In this verse further mention is made of the extreme regret, disgrace and 
disgust which the disbelievers will experience on the Day of Judgment. There 
were many leaders and people of standing within societies and nations who 
were ardently followed by their children or others. Such leaders led the people 
astray by their fallacious teachings. On the Day of Judgment, these leaders will 
have nothing to do with their followers, denying any association with them. This 
will be at a time when they would already have passed through the world and 
died practising disbelief and idolatry. At that time, neither will Belief (hnan) 
(belief avail one nor will one be able to return to the world. There will be no 
alternative but to suffer the punishment. All relationships will cease to exist and j 
no one will be in a position to assist another in any way. In this regard Allah j 
says, "The oppressive folk will have no ally, nor any intercessor who will be hearkend f 
to." (Surah Mu'mi:i, verse 18). | 

When these leaders behave in this manner, their followers will wish to be j 
sent back to the world so that they can disassociate themselves from these! 

leaders. | 

I 
I 

"In this way Allah will show them their actions as a cause of regret to them. "Just f 
as they would witness each other's disassociation, so too will all their other 
actions be showa to them: as a result, they will experience great remorse. This \ 
remorse alone will be a great punishment besides the one already waiting in 
store for them. They will regret why they had not followed the prophets >>LJ ^ j 
stayed clear of disbelief, and omit evil deeds since all these things would have 
saved them from Hell. This delayed realisation and lamentation will not rescue 
them from the fire of Hell. Until eternity they would have to suffer and "M 
would never he able to escape from the fire." 1 
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(168) O people, eat of the lawful and wholesome things of the earth, and do not 
follow in the footsteps of Satan (Shaytan). Indeed, he is your man West enemy 

(169) He of Satan (Shaytan) instructs you only to perpetrate evil deeds, acts of 
immodesty, and to say such things about Allah which you do not know. 

THE INSTRUCTION TO EAT LAWFUL FOODS AND STAY AWAY 
FROM OF SATAN (SHAYTAN) 

These verses permit the eating of only what is lawful and pure, thereafter 
warning us not to follow in the footsteps of Satan (Shaytan). In following him lies 
only harm and destruction. There can be no good in his counsel and enticement. 
He is a sworn enemy to man who has dedicated his existence to destroying man. 
Since he is destined for Hell, his desire is to take all of mankind with him. He 
always instructs what is evil and shows the way to all that is immoral, shameless 
and promiscuous. He also exerts himself to entice people to succumb to idolatry 
and incorrect t eliefs. Then he makes people say that whatever evil they 
perpetrate is by :he command of Allah and to please Him. 

Allah says in Surah A'raf [verse 28], "Whenever they do something vile they say, 
'We found our forefathers doing the same and Allah has instructed us to do it/ Tell them, 
'Most definitely Allah does not instruct foul things^ Do you ascribe to Allah such things 
which you know not?" 

It is record* d in "Asbabun Nuzul" (by Wahidy) on (p.43) that the verse, "Oh 
people, eat of the lawful" was revealed with reference to the tribes of Bani Thaqif 
and Bani Khuza'a. They had declared certain crops and animals unlawful for 
therriselves and attached certain conditions and restrictions to these animals, 
naming them "Bahira," 

"Sa'iba, " Wasila," and "Hama/ The detailed discussion of all these types of 
animals will be noted (Insha Allah) in the commentary of Surah Ma' idah and 
Surah An' am. 

It was only Satan (Shaytan) who had prompted them to do all of this. No 
person has the right to declare anything unlawful (haram) which Allah had 
declared lawful (haldl). In a like manner, none can declare anything lawful which 
is unlawful. Thir practice of making things lawful (haldl) and unlawful (haram) 
was introduced by the Polytheists (idolaters) to please their idols and Satan 
(Shaytan). It is not permitted in the Din (religion) of Allah to make lawful 
anything which s unlawful. This constitutes the adulteration of Allah's religion. 

THE RIGHT TO DECLARE ANYTHING TO BE LAWFUL (HALAL) 
OR UNLAWFUL (HARAM) IS RESERVED SOLELY FOR ALLAH 

Allah states in Surah Ma'idah, "O believers, do not declare those things to be 
unlawful (haram) which Allah had made lawful (haldl); and do not transgress the limits, 
for indeed Allah does not like the transgressors/ [verse 87] 

Once the Holy Prophet (JL- 3 Up &s JU>, vowed never to drink honey. Allah 
revealed the following verse, "O Prophet jJL. 3 aJLp ii jl*, wKy do you make something 
^lawful which Allah had permitted for you?" There are many customs prevalent 
today in which certain lawful things are actually believed to be unlawful. An 
example of this :s the months of Dhul Qa'da (referred inauspicious to by many 
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women as 'The Month'), as well as the months of Muharram and Safar. While the 
Islamic laws (Skari'ah) has permitted marriage in these months, many peopl e 
avoid getting married during these months. During the month of Muharram 
some couples even abstain from sexual cohabitation. Certain nations consider 
marriage to widowed women to be improper, which is tantamount to calling \{ 
unlawful (hardm). Some people even consider it unlawful to marry the daughters 
of maternal and paternal uncles and aunts. All these are transgressions of the 
limits set by Allah. 

Just as it is prohibited to make lawful (halal) things unlawful (hardm), so too 
is it prohibited to make unlawful (hardm) things lawful (halal). The specification 
of unlawful (hardm) and lawful (halal) is the sole right of Allah which He makes 
evident either in the Qur'an, or the hadith of the Holy Prophet ^ « ^ i 0 i, 
Allah says in Surah Nahl (Surah 116), "With regard to the false claims made by 
your tongues, do not say, 'This is lawful (halal)' and 'This is unlawful (hardm) , 'so as 
to invent lies against Allah. Indeed those who, invent lies against Allah will never k 
successful" 




(170) And when it is said to them, "Follow that which Allah has revealed/' They 
say, "But we wish to follow that upon which we found our forefathers." What! 
(Will they follow their forefathers) even though they understood but naught, 
neither were they rightly guided. 

THE FOLLOWING OF ONE'S FOREFATHERS WHO WERE NOT 
RIGHTLY GUIDED IS A SOURCE OF DESTRUCTION 

It was, and is still the practice of the idolaters that they wish to follow their 
forefathers, considering them to be sterling examples. They are not prepared to 
forfeit the disbelief and idolatry of their forebears even though they were given 
the invitation towards Islam and the proofs of the oneness of Allah (Tauhid) were 
explained to the n. They will not forsake idolatry at any price even if the evils or 
disbelief and idolatry be made evident before them. They always give just one 
reason that this: This was the ways and customs which our forefathers 
practised." 

This verse quotes their statement together with its refutation by saying, 
"What! Even though they (their forefathers) understood but naught, neither were fk 
rightly guided." Fecause of their ignorance, their forefathers practised Polytheism 
(shirk) and invented various customs. Such people are not worthy of emulation 
It is also evident that the predecessors of these people possessed no source of 
guidance since they had no divine book, nor did any Prophet come to them 
They were in total ignorance. It will be sheer foolishness to follow such people 

If one's forefathers were rightly guided and promoted correct practices, then 
only would they be worthy of emulation. Reference is made to this in Sura. 
Yusuf (verse 38), where Sayyidina Yusuf r ^-J» ^ informed his companions « 
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prison, "and Follow the creed of my forefathers Ibrahim, Is'haq and Ya'qub" 

It is not permissible to follow any person in falsehood. However, the people 
w ho must be followed are those who are righteous, who practise the Din 
(religion) and propagate it. This is clearly stated in Surah Luqman (verse 15) where 
Allah states, "and follow the path of him who turn towards Me." 




(171) The similitude of those who disbelieve is like the person who calls 
something that can hear only a call and a sound. Deaf dumb and blind, they 
cannot understand. 

AN EXAMPLE OF THE DISBELIEVERS 

According to one interpretation, the verse illustrates the similitude of a 
person who preaches to the disbelievers (knffar). It is as if this person (who 
preaches) calls for such animals who can hear only his voice and understand 
nothing that is being said. Similarly, the disbelievers (knffar) merely understand 
that they are beii^g spoken to, but have no idea about what is being told to them. 

According io a second interpretation, an example is being elucidated of the 
person who is calling his animals. These animals understand nothing but can 
only hear a call. In short, both explanations elucidate the fact that the 
disbelievers, because of their ignorance, are so intent on following their 
forefathers that they care not to understand, nor accept the truth. In this regard 
they behave exactly like animals. They hear the call but pretend to be deaf 
Neither do they pay any heed to it, nor are they prepared to give any 
consideration to the matter. Like animals, they hear but fail to understand. 

THE DISBELIEVER (KAFIR) IS DEAF, DUMB AND BLIND 

"Deaf dumb and blind, they cannot understand." The disbelievers are deaf to 
the truth, dumb to speak the truth and blind to follow the path of truth. They 
have lost their senses; as a result, they cannot understand the truth. 




(172) O you who believe! Eat from the pure things which We have provided for 
you and show gratitude to Allah if it is indeed Him whom you worship. 

THE COMMAND TO EAT LAWFUL FOODS AND SHOW 
GRATITUDE 

This verse also commands that lawful and pure things must be eaten. 
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Together with this is the instruction to be thankful. Allah mentions that gratitude 
should be shown if it is Him whom you worship. This is so because no worship / 
being a sign of His grandeur, is complete without showing gratitude. Allah say s 
in Surah Saba (verse 15), "Eat from the provision of your Sustainer, and be grateful to 
Him." 

Showing gratitude demands that one worships and obeys only Allah and 
does not use His bounties for committing sins. 

"From the pure things which We have provided for you. "This phrase makes 
inference to the fact that the wealth of others may not be utilised by theft, 
robbery or embezzlement. Although the wealth of a person, given to him by 
Allah, may be lawful (halal) and pure according to the Islamic laws (Shari'ah), it is 
not permissible for another to use it unless he acquires it legally from the owner. 

THE HARMS OF CONSUMING UNLAWFUL (HARAM) 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ &\ reports that the Holy Prophet <uU ii 
jJL.j said, "Allah is pure and only accepts things (wealth, words and actions) of 
purity." He has instructed the believers (concerning food) with the same 
instruction He issued to His prophets (OLJi He commanded His prophets 

j^jLp, "O messengers, eat of the pure things and perform good deeds.' Allah 
addresses the believers thus, "O you who believe, eat of the pure things which We 
have provided for you " Thereafter the Holy Prophet pJL-j *Jp &\ illustrated the 
episode of a person who had undertaken a very long journey. His hair is 
dishevelled and his body is covered in dust. He raises his hands towards the 
heavens crying out, 'Oh my Lord, Oh my Lord!" He is supplicating to Allah 
while, at the same time, his food is unlawful (haram), his drink is unlawful 
(haram), his clothing is unlawful (haram) and he has been sustained with 
unlawful (haram). How can his du'a (prayer) be accepted? [Muslim, v.l, p.326] 

This hadith effectively illustrates the importance of consuming lawful (halal) 
and abstaining from unlawful (haram). It tells us that only the charity given of 
Halal income is acceptable. The purity of Allah dictates that only pure things are 
accepted in His court. The first of the two verses recited by the Holy Prophet J* 
pJL- j Up &\ contains the command to the messengers of Allah (%J» to consume 
pure foods and do good deeds, while the second is directed towards the 
believers to eat of the pure things provided. Therefore, the same order issued to 
the noble prophets (OLJ* p-f-lp has been given to the Believers (Mu'mimn). 

After elucidating this point, the Holy Prophet ^ iii narrated the 
example of the person who had travelled a great distance. Because of the tedious j 
nature of his journey, his hair became dishevelled and his body, dusty. He then 
spreads his hands towards the heavens in supplication, calling out, "O my Lord! 
O my Lord!" begging for his Prayer (dud) to be answered. His supplication will 
never be accepted by Allah since his food, drink, clothing and provisions are all 
of unlawful (haram) sources. Usually the Prayer (dud) of a traveller, as well as that 
of a person in distress, is never rejected by Allah. This, particular person, in spite 
of belonging to both categories, will have no audience with Allah because of his 
indulgence in unlawful (haram). 

Nowadays, many people make Prayer (dud) to Allah but it seems not to he 
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accepted. People complain that they have prayed with so much care, yet receive 
no response. Such people should examine their lives and do some introspection. 
Each person should ask himself how much Lawful (haldl) and how much 
Unlawful (hardm) he consumes? Are his clothes derived from Lawful (haldl) or 
Unlawful (haram) income? Should any of these things be from Unlawful (haram) 
sources, they should be immediately discarded. This hadith cites the example of 
food and clothing only. Other items may also be classified as Unlawful (haram), 
whether they be living quarters or any objects of ease and comfort. 

SOME FORMS OF UNLAWFUL (HARAM) EARNING 

Bribery is extremely rife nowadays in spite of the fact that everyone knows 
it to be Unlawful (haram). Even though it may be termed a gift or favour, it will 
not cease to be prohibited. Some people who are employed in some legitimate 
posts often accept bribes which are Unlawful (haram). This ill practice even 
makes their salary Unlawful (haram) because by accepting bribes they are 
contradicting their terms of employment. 

Interest, irrespective of the amount, remains Unlawful (haram) whether it is 
taken from a member of the public or a specific institution. This applies even if it 
is disguised by terming it as profit. Every type of trade entailing the perpetration 
of sins is considered to be Unlawful (haram) because sins as well as aiding their 
commission are both Unlawful (haram). For this reason, the remuneration 
received for a sin and for assisting in the same are both- Unlawful (haram). 

The sale of Unlawful (haram) items is also not permitted, neither will the 
profits derived from it be considered Lawful (haldl). Trading in intoxicants, 
swine, blood, cajrion, pictures and statues are all unlawful. The profits accrued 
from all such sates are totally forbidden. 

The levying of all taxes is also Unlawful (haram). Therefore, employment in 
any post dealing with taxation is also Unlawful (haram). Salaries received from 
such employment will also be Unlawful (hardm). Employment in banks and other 
institutions dealing with interest is also Unlawful (haram), together with the 
salary received. 

Insurance policies, whether life or property, are tantamount to gambling 
and are Unlawful (hardm). Whatever sum a person may receive in excess of the 
initial invested capital will be Unlawful (hardm). Whatever is gained through any 
sort of gambling (horseracing, etc) is not allowed. 

The wealth earned by theft, robbery and illegal activities are also 
impermissible. So too is the wealth which is derived by deceiving others. Some 
people dupe others into believing that they are truly pious and righteous, 
thereby initiating a following. This homage becomes a trade, earning lucrative 
profits, which are all Unlawful (hardm). 

Often, inheritances and legacies are not distributed in accordance with the 
a ^s of Shari'ah. Certain heirs take for themselves whatever they can lay their 
anas on. Sometimes the son of the deceased deprives his mother and sisters of 
4 eir rightful shares. Since the laws of Shari'ah are not implemented, orphans are 
°*ten deprived cf their rightful share. To take the property of another as one's 
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own and utilising it is a total contradiction of the laws of Allah and not permitted 
at all. 

The wealth that was given reluctantly will be Unlawful (haram), even 
though the owner, due to some intimidating factor, seemed to show silent 
consent. These are just a few details which are mentioned. The types of Unlawful 
(haram) income are too numerous to mention and every person should consider 
his own income and expenditure very carefully. 

THE EVIL OF UNLAWFUL (HARAM) WEALTH 

Many peopie have the misconception that giving charity purifies ill-gotten 
wealth. To give charity with Unlawful (haram) wealth is an even greater sin. It 
will never be accepted since the hadith states that Allah only accepts acts of 
purity. How can an action which itself is unacceptable purify the rest of the 
wealth? The charity thus given is unacceptable, as well as the remaining wealth. 
Both will be a cause of punishment in the Hereafter. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet 
pL- j Up iui said, 'The servant who earns illicit wealth and spends thereof in charity 
will have his charity rejected by Allah. Whatever he spends there from will not 
be blessed and what he leaves behind will enter him into Hell. Verily Allah does 
not annul evil with evil, but with good. One evil can never annul another." 
[Ahmad, as recorded in "Mishkatul Masdbih" ', p. 242] 

Sayyidina Jabir & relates that the Holy Prophet (J~-j & J»* said, 
"The flesh nourished on Unlawful (haram) will never enter Heaven (Jannah). The 
fire of Hell is more deserving of it." (Ibid) 

Another hadith states that the Prophet jJL-j A» said, "That body cannot 
enter Heaven (Jannah) which was nourished on Unlawful (haram)/' (Mishkatul 
Masabili" p.243) 

In yet another hadith it is stated, "When a person purchases a garment for 
ten dirhams, one of which was Unlawful (haram), not a single Salah of his will be j 
accepted as long as it is upon his body." [Mishkatul Masabih", p.243] 

Jjjlc t*l p\ j& Ja^>\ 

(173) Allah ha*; only forbidden for you carrion, blood, the flesh of swine, and 
those animals which were sacrificed with the name of another besides Allah. As 
for him who is driven by necessity, then (should he eat from it) neither 
rebelliously, nor transgressing the limits, there will be no sin upon him. Verily 
Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

A BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THE FORBIDDEN THINGS AND THf 
PERSON DRIVEN BY NECESSITY 

This verse discusses the prohibition of carrion, blood, pork, and all siK< 
animals which have been sacrificed in the name of someone besides Allah. It** 
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customary for the pagan Arabs to consume all of these together with Lawful 
foods (Halal fools). The fundamental basic Unlawful foods (Haram foods) are 
mentioned here. The seeming limitation implied by the word "only" ("innama'') 
is merely relative Besides the things mentioned here, there are many others that 
have been stated in other verses of the Qur'an and the Ahadith of the Holy 
Prophet jJ-j Up &\ J^>. Surah Ma'idah contains the mention of other forbidden 
things. Insha Allah, all of this will be discussed in great detail in that Surah. 

"As for him who is driven by necessity" This refers to the person who is starved 
to the point where he is in danger of losing his life, and has no Lawful food (Halal 
food) to eat. He may, to save his life, eat just that much of Unlawful food (Haram 
food) which will sustain him. He can only eat so much as will save his life. He 
should not consume more than this, nor should he eat to derive satisfaction. For 
example, if a person is dying of starvation, it will be permissible for him to eat 
pork and drink wine if there is no other food available. Should he then eat and 
drink to his fill, thinking that he should make the most of the opportunity, he 
will be considered to be rebellious and a transgressor to the laws of Allah. If the 
person eats to derive pleasure or exceed the necessary amount, he will be sinful. 

Allah mentions in this verse, "there will be no sin upon him." This implies that 
the permission received at this time of necessity is a form of pardon and grace. 
Allah did not say that these things have been declared Lawful (halal). Even 
though its consumption may be said to be temporarily permissible, the 
prohibition still remains. 

Some Muslims who go to Europe, America or Australia drink wine, eat pork 
and impermissible meat. When questioned, they say that they are forced to do so, 
taking support from the verse, "As for him who is driven by necessity" In reality 
they are very far from the definition of the person who is 'driven by necessity". 
In these countries also, Lawful foods (Halal foods) can be procured. Fish, eggs, 
milk, etc are available, as well as the possibility of arranging for Lawful meat 
(Halal meat). To consume Unlawful food (Haram food) under these circumstances 
is absolutely not allowed. Even the person who is truly driven by necessity is 
only permitted to eat a meagre amount that can sustain him. These people, on 
the other hand, eat to their fill every day. Hence, there can be no question about 
the impermissibility of their action. 

Some people make the absurd remark that they recite "Bismillah' ("In the 
name of Allah') before eating pork. (May Allah save us from such foolishness.) 
Taking the name of Allah will not legalise a forbidden act. There exists the 
danger of losing one's Belief (Iman) in making such a statement. One should also 
reconsider the reason which takes a Muslim to a land where no Lawful food 
(Halal food) is found. It is only the vile urge to acquire the paltry material gains of 
this world. This urge takes them to these lands and feeds them the Unlawful 
(haram). 
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(174) Verily those who conceal that which Allah has revealed viz, the book, 
selling it for a paltry sum; these people only fill their bellies with fire. Allah will 
not speak to them on the Day of Judgement, neither will He purify them. And 
they will receive a most painful chastisement (175) These are the ones who 
barter error for the price of guidance; and punishment for that of forgiveness. 
How ever will they endure the fire? (176) This is because verily Allah has 
revealed the book with truth, and those who seek to disagree concerning the 
book are in clear schism. 

THE PLIGHT OF THOSE WHO CHANGE THE BOOK OF ALLAH 

This verse admonishes those who conceal, adulterate and incorrectly 
explain the book of Allah merely to acquire some worldly gain. In "Asbabun 
Nuzul", the statement of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <^ i» is recorded where he 
says that this ve^se was revealed with regard to the leaders and scholars of the 
Bani Isra'il. They used to accept gifts from the people in exchange for passing 
rulings in religion. They also entertained the hope that the final Prophet would 
be from amongst them. However, when the Holy Prophet ^j^^ 1 J** was sent 
amongst the Arabs, these people changed his description in the Torah. They 
substituted the description of the Holy Prophet pl^j *A* &\ Jl* with other 
descriptions so that the public may not believe in him. This they did in order to 
preserve their dominance over the people and to continue receiving bribes from 
them. 

In a previous verse also a warning was sounded regarding the concealing of 
Allah's verses. It was repeated because the disease of concealing was very rife 
amongst the religious scholars of the Bani Isra'il. The reminder is given to them 
that the actions which they perpetrate for the meagre gains of this reprehensible 
world will only result in a most grave torment in the Hereafter. It will lead to 
Hell. 

Those who are involved fill their bellies with the gains of this world, which 
will serve to fill the same with the flaming coals of Hell. In reality, they do not 
consume the things of this world, but the fire of Hell. They earn the anger of 
Allah, who will not speak affectionately to them on the Day of judgment nor will 
He purify (forgive) them for their sins. 
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(177) Virtue is not that you turn your faces towards the east or west, but virtue is 
a person believes in Allah, the last day, the angels, the scriptures, and the 
prophets p^A-Ji ^s>; who gives wealth in spite of its love to his relatives, the 
orphans, the destitute, travellers, beggars, and to emancipate slaves. He 
establishes Saiah, gives zakah, they fulfil their promises when making them, are 
patient through hardship, adversity and times of war. These are the ones who 
have chosen the path of truth and they are the righteous ones. 

THE DISCUSSION OF GOOD ACTIONS AND NOBLE QUALITIES 

This verse is one of many referring to a multitude of good actions and noble 
qualities. In the book "Lubabun Nuqul" (p. 23) an extract of Musannaf Abdur 
Razzaq is quoted in which Sayyidina Qatada <up ii says that the Jews used to 
face towards the west, while the Christians faced towards the east. They 
considered adherence to their respective Qiblas to be everything, refusing to 
accept Islam. In this regard the above verse was revealed, viz. Virtue is not that 
you face towards the east or the west" The same Sayyidina Qatadah ^ ii reports 
that someone once asked the Prophet pi-j Up ii J^> to explain true virtue. It was 
then that this verse was revealed. The Holy Prophet ^ it then called for 
the person and recited the verse to him. 

Ibn Kathir i* writes in his exegesis (tafsir) (v.l p. 207) that when the 
Qibla was changed towards the Ka'ba, some Muslims and the people of Book 
(Ahlul Kitab) found it difficult to accept. Allah explained the wisdom that facing 
any particular direction is not a prerogative. The most important thing is the 
obedience of Allah. Wherever He orders one to face, one should face in that 
direction. This is, in brief, the meaning of true virtue and fear of Allah. The 
demand of true belief (Iman) is that one acts in accordance to the commands of 
Allah. Therefore, whether it be towards the east or west, the actual direction is 
irrelevant to Allah: 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ it explains the verse to mean if a person is 
contravening all the other laws of Allah his Salah will have little effect. Sayyidina 
Dahak <uU &\ ^ i s reported to have made the following comment. "Virtue and 
piety mean that one carries out the Fara'idh (obligatory acts) as they should be 

done." 

The first of the many actions mentioned in this verse is that of Iman (belief) 
and certain fundamental beliefs. Belief (Iman) is such a thing without which no 
good act is accepted. The Jews and the Christians refused to believe and would 
only show importance to their respective Qiblas. Allah says that true virtue is of 
that person who* believes in Allah, the last day, the angels, and all Allah's books 
and messengers That person will be considered a Believer (Mu'min) 

who believes in all of these, without falsifying even one book or prophet ^lji Up, 
nor Rawing differences between any of these prophets (OlJi j^JLp. In accordance to 
°ne s Belief (Iman), whatever good actions the Believer (Mu'min) does, whatever 



wealth he will spend or words he will say, will all be considered as virtue and 
piety. 

SPENDING FOR THE PLEASURE OF ALLAH 

After elucidating the fundamental beliefs, Allah outlines the general 
principles of spending wealth. It is of extreme virtue that a person, in spite of 
having love for his wealth, spends it on his relatives, the orphans, the needy, the 
travellers, beggars, and such slaves who had transacted the deal of "Mukatabah" 
with their masters (i.e. they secure freedom upon the payment of a stipulated 
sum of money.) 

The phrase, "in spite of its love" may either refer to the love of wealth or, 
according to others, it refers to the love of Allah. This would mean that they 
spend because of their love for Allah. However, the first meaning includes the 
second because the person who spends in good causes, in spite of loving his 
wealth, will only do so because of his love for Allah. 

THE BEST CHARITY 

Bukhari (v.l p. 191) reports that a person asked the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up i» 
as to which charity earns the greatest reward. He received the reply, "'When you 
spend while you are still healthy, desirous of wealth, fearing poverty and 
aspiring for riches. Do not delay so much in spending until your last breath is 
pending and then you say, "So and so must receive so much, etc. (Then your 
giving will be of no avail since). It already belongs to so and so." 

Therefore, the best time to spend in charity is when one is healthy (not on 
one's deathbed). At this time when one wants to spend, the soul refuses. 
However, one should suppress it, and still spend. The soul also frightens one to 
think that one will become impoverished and that attaining prosperity will be 
delayed. It will entice one to delay spending until one is really wealthy. The true 
believer takes no heed to these threats and spends. Bequeathing sums to various 
people at the end of one's life does not hold the same excellence since the estate 
already belongs to the heirs by then. 

THE VIRTUE OF SPENDING ON ONE'S RELATIVES 

The first recipient of one's alms, mentioned in this verse, should be one's 
own relatives ("Dhawil Qurba"). Tirmidhi relates that the Holy Prophet & J^> 
pJL-j Up said, "Giving alms to a poor person wins one the reward of charity, 
whereas giving the same to a relative will earn double the reward because it will 
be charity as well as fostering of family ties." 

From among the relatives, those who have the greatest right are one's 
parents and children. The order to treat one's parents well has been mentioned 
on numerous occasions in the Qur'an. The virtue of spending on one's wife and 
children also has great virtue. On account of one's natural instincts, people 
usually spend on these two groups of relatives. Through His grace and mercy 
Allah did not restrict His order to these two groups only, but also included other 
relatives, be they close or far. 

The pleasure of Allah is of paramount importance and giving charity should 
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not be for pomp and glory. A person should not remind the recipient of his 
charity or favour. He should neither taunt nor tease him. Sayyidina Thauban 
^ i»i narrates that the Holy Prophet ^* ^ &\ said, "The most superior 
charity is that dinar (a form of currency) which a person spends upon his family, 
and that which one spends upon his companions in Jihad (religious war)." 
[Muslim, v.l p. 322] 

Sayyidina Abu Mas'ud ^ & narrates that the Holy Prophet ^JL-j ^ &\ 
said, " When a person spends on his family with the intention of gaining reward, 
this action will be regarded as charity." [Bukhari v.l p.324] In another narration 
it is reported that the first people to be considered when spending should be 
one's family. [Mishkdtul Masdbih" p. 170] 

THE VIRTUE OF SPENDING ON ORPHANS 

The second recipient of charity mentioned in this verse are the orphans. An 
orphan is a child who, having not yet reached the age of puberty, loses his/her 
father. Normally, such a child is in need and should be considered for charity. 
Besides seeing to their expenses, they should be helped in other ways as well. 
Tirmidhi reports that the Holy Prophet pJL-j <1p &\ said, "The person who 
places his hand upon the head of an orphan, solely for the pleasure of Allah, will 
receive the reward of a good deed in exchange for every single strand of hair that 
falls beneath his hand." 

A hadith is recorded in "Bukhari', (v.l p. 888), that the Holy Prophet ^ ^ JL* 
; said, "Myself and the caretaker of an orphan will be like this in Heaven 
Hannah)," At this point the Holy Prophet (JL. j Up i» JL* joined together his index 
and middle fingers. Nowadays, it is not only commonplace for people not to 
spend on the orphans, but they actually usurp their wealth. They take away the 
rightful inheritance of these children, depriving them of their dues. 

SPENDING ON THE POOR AND DESTITUTE 

The third category mentioned is that of the destitute (Masakin). These are 
people who possess absolutely nothing. Many of these people never express their 
need to anyone, patiently enduring their pain, hunger, and thirst. There is great 
reward in spending on these people. Those who are in the habit of begging will 
get their needs fulfilled through this practice: However, one should be on the 
lookout for such destitute people who will not beg because of their strong sense 
of self honour. 

"Bukhari" (v.l, p. 200) reports the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up & JL* as having said, 
A poor person is not he who goes begging from door to door, for whom one or 
two morsels of food or dates will suffice. The truly destitute person is the one 
who can find nothing for himself. None is aware of his condition so that they 
8 lv e alms to him, neither is he prepared to beg." 

Allah says in Surah Balad, "For what reason does he not emerge from the abyss. 
jWwf will inform you (Oh listener) what the abyss is? It is the emancipation of slaves, or 
' * feeding of an orphaned relative, or a dust-covered destitute." (Verses 11 to 16) 

Ihese verses explain the freeing of slaves and helping of orphans and 
tute persons as a means of emerging from an abyss. This is due to the fact 
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that these things are extremely difficult on the soul. 
SPENDING ON THE TRAVELLER 

The Arabic word "Ibnus Sabll" refers to a traveller. It often occurs that 
travellers/while on journey run short of funds or are robbed. Importance should 
be given to spending on such people should their condition become evident. It i s 
not necessary for them to inform one in order for one to spend on thent. 
However, if through some means, one finds out about their condition, one 
should offer help. Should a traveller who comes from a wealthy home run into 
dire straits while travelling, then spending on him will also reap rewards. 

THE ORDER TO GIVE BEGGARS 

The next recipient mentioned is the beggar. Amongst this group there are 
various types. Some are truly in need and should be aided. There are others 
regarding whom it cannot really be said if they are worthy of receiving charity, 
although outwardly they may seem deserving. These people may also be given 
charity. 

THE PROHIBITION FROM ADOPTING BEGGING AS A TRADE 

It is permissible for a person to beg when he does so out of necessity, to 
avert starvation or any other pressing need. However, it will be totally 
prohibited to adopt begging as a profession. Those habituated to begging 
intentionally continue to do so, thereby amassing large amounts of wealth. Such 
people should not be assisted. In this world they shamelessly pretend to be j 
beggars and, indeed in the next world, they will truly be disgraced. The Holy 
Prophet (JL- j Up iwi said, "The person who asks of people their wealth so that 
he may accumulate riches is asking for smouldering coals (which he will receive 
in hell). So, he may ask for more or for less." [Muslim, v.l, p.333] 

The Prophet pL-j Up ii ju> also mentioned, "A person will continue begging 
of people in this world until he will arrive on the Day of Judgment without a bit 
of flesh upon his face." [Bukhari v. I, p. 199] By merely looking at his face, people 
will know that he was a beggar. The honour of his face will be lost there, just as it 
is evident in this very world. 

The Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ is reported to have said, "It is not 
permissible for such a person to beg who is wealthy and the person who is in 
good physical condition. An exception will only be made when these people are 
driven "to the ground" by absolute necessity (i.e. They have nothing except the 
bare ground), or they are involved in a debt which will debase them. The person 
who begs of people merely to amass wealth, will appear, on the Day of 
Judgment, with his face stripped of any flesh. His wealth shall be transformed 
into a smouldering coal of Hell (Jahannarn) and fed to him. So if he desires, M 
him either ask for more or for less." [Mishkatul Masdbih", p.163] 

Every person has been shown his responsibility. The beggar should abstain 
and the one being begged from should spend when the opportunity present 
itself. He should not rebuke the beggar since one cannot be certain of * i 
beggar's condition. At the same time, he should seek to give those who are tru? 
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Reserving. 

Ruling: he person begging in a mosque (Masjid) should hot be given 
anything. 

SPENDING ON THE EMANCIPATION OF SLAVES 

The final recipient mentioned in this verse are the "Riqab". This is the plural 
of 'Raqaba," which literally means "a neck/' referring to a slave. In his exegesis 
(pX p. 208), Allama Ibn Kathir Up & u^j writes that this refers to the freeing of 
those slaves who are called "Mukatibs". These are those slaves the masters of 
whom have promised freedom upon the payment of an agreed sum. It is also 
considered an act of virtue and great reward to assist these people financially. 

The commentator Baydawi Up ii ^ writes (v.l, p. 124) that the general 
application of this verse includes paying the ransom of prisoners of war, as well 
as the buying and subsequent freeing of slaves. (In the past, Jihad (religious war) 
used to be fought only for Allah, according to the principles of the Shari'ah. As a 
result all prisoners would become slaves. Nowadays, Jihad (religious war) is not 
waged for this noble cause, neither is it according to the rules of the Shari'ah. 
Therefore, no person may become the owner of another). 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SALAH AND OFFERING OF ZAKAH 

This injunction is stipulated after that of spending in charity. This means 
that it is also an act of piety to perform one's obligatory (Fardh) Salah and give 
zakah. The obligatory nature of these two actions has been discussed earlier. 
Allama Baydawi ^ writes that first the recipients of zakah have been 

enumerated, thereafter the obligation of zakah itself is mentioned. He writes 
further that the possibility also exists that the recipients already mentioned are 
those to whom non-compulsory charity should be given. (Then zakah is 
mentioned together with Salah to specify its obligatory nature.) 

THE FULFILLING OF PLEDGES 

"They fulfill their promises when making them." The Shari'ah of Islam lays great 
emphasis on fulfilling of pledges and promises. Sayyidina Anas i» reports 
that there were very few occasions when the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up i»i JU> did not 
say in his sermons, "Be aware! That person has no Belief (Irndn) who is not 
trustworthy and the one who does not fulfil his promises has no Din (religion)." 
{Mishkatul Masabih, " p. 15 from 'Shu 'abul lmdn\ 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet JU 
r 1 *) &\ said, "That person is a genuine hypocrite in whom four traits are 
found. The one in whom one of these is present possesses one trait of hypocrisy 
u ntil he discards it: 

2. He misappropriates something placed in his trust 

2. He lies when ever he speaks. 

3. He deceives when making promise. 

4. He swears when involved in a dispute. '[Burkhari v.l, p. 10] 



Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar ^ At ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet As 
^JL- 3 said, "There will be a flag for every deceiving person on the Day 0 f 
Judgment. It will be announced that this is the flag of so and so person, by which 
each of them will be recognised." [Bukhari, v.l, p.452] 

Sayyidina Abu Said Ai narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up i 
said, "On the Day of Judgment there will be a flag for every deceiving person, 
which will be placed in his posterior. The length of this flag will be proportionate 
to the deception which he perpetrated. Be aware! No deceiver can be worse than 
he who is a leader and deceives his subjects." [Muslim v.l p.83] 

Sayyidina Ma'qal bin Yasar <up At narrates that the Holy Prophet ^ A \ j^, 
pJL* 3 said, "That person will not even smell the fragrance of Heaven (Jannah), who, 
after being given the responsibility of seeing to the goodwill and well being of a 
nation, does not discharge this responsibility." [Bukhari, v.l, p. 1058] 

Another tradition reports that the Holy Prophet jJL-j Ai JU> said, "The 
person who, after having being made leader of a group, dies without having seen 
to their goodwill, nor addressing their grievances, will have Heaven (Jannah) 
made forbidden unto him." [Bukhari, v.l, pg.1059] 

Those people who attain various positions in government by making false 
promises to the people, should think very carefully about these severe warnings 
when they fail to keep to their word. 

Ruling: It is also incumbent to fulfil the promises made to non-believers. 
Should the situation arise where a pledge is made to certain people, whereafter it 
is feared that they may breach the pledge, it is permissible to annul it. The 
precondition is that they should first be informed of it. After this has been done, 
further steps may be taken which contravene the pledge. 

Allah says in Surah Anfal, "Should you fear a breach of trust, then cast back to 
them their pledge in such a way that both parties are on an equal footing. Verily Alii 
does not like those who break their agreements." [verse 58] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar At ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet > 
pJL- j aA* At said, " That person will not even get a whiff of the fragrance of Heaven 
(Jannah) who kills a person with whom he had undertaken a pledge (for the 
safety of his life)." [Bukhari ,v.l, p .448] 

THE EXCELLENCE OF THE PATIENT ONES 

"Are patient through hardship, adversity and times of war" These people are also 
included among those who are pious and Allah fearing. Those remaining 
steadfast on the battlefront are also included in this group. Allah says in Surah 
Anfal, "Oh you who believe, when you meet the enemy remain firm and remember AB 
in abundance, so that you may be successful, "[verse 45] 

Allah says in Surah Saff, "Verily Allah loves those who fight united in His ca^ i 
as if they were a wall strengthened by molten lead." [verse 4] 

Allah concludes the verse under discussion by saying, "These are the onesw 

have chosen the path of truth and they are the righteous ones" Those who have b# f . 
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described possess true Belief (Imdn) because they, together with the verbal 
declaration, carry out the requisites of Belief (Iman). These are the people who 
possess true piety (taqwa) since they fulfill the commands of Allah and abstain 
from sins. 




(178) O you who believe! Qisas (retaliation) has been made incumbent upon you 
concerning the ones murdered. A freeman for a freeman/a slave for a slave and a 
woman for a woman. Whoever forgives his brother somewhat, should demand 
gracefully and payment should be with kindness. This is a concession from your 
Lord and a mercy. So whoever transgressors after this shall suffer a painful ' 
punishment (179.)For you in retaliation (Qisas) is life, O men of intelligence, so 
that you abstain. 

SOME LAWS ABOUT RETALIATION (QISAS) AND BLOOD MONEY 

(DIYAH) 

When the life of a murderer is taken in exchange for the life of the person 
whom he intentionally murdered, the term used by the Qur'an and hadith is 
Retaliation (Qisas). Retaliation (Qisas) will only be taken in the case of intentional 
murder. The details of this are to be found in the books of Islamic jurisprudence. 
The word Retaliation (Qisas) denotes 'likeness' and equality', since a life is taken 
in exchange of another life. For this reason, the ruler and the subject, the big and 
the small, the rich and the poor are all alike. The differences and classes found 
among tribes and nations have no bearing in the matter of Retaliation (Qisas). 

If the heirs of the murdered person, or anyone of them wish to forfeit the 
retaliation (Qisas) in favour of some monetary settlement, this is called Diyah 
(blood money). If someone kills another person unintentionally, then too a 
monetary settlement is incumbent which is also called blood money (Diyah). 
(There are various types of unintentional murder, the detailed laws of which are 
discussed in Surah Nisa). 

If anyone severs the limb of another, then, according to the circumstances, 
either equal retaliation (Qisaas) or blood money (Diyah) will apply. The blood 
money (Diyah) for limbs is referred to as "Arsh". The details of this will be 
discussed in Surah Ma'idah (lnsha-Allah). The verse under discussion discusses 
a few laws concerning the Retaliation (Qisas) of life. 

In the book "Lubabun Nuqul", Sayyidina Said bin Jubair *4* & i+j states that 
during the period of ignorance, there were two warring tribes who often clashed 
in bloody skirmishes. Even the lives of women and children were not spared. 
They had not yet reached an agreement concerning the Retaliation (Qisas) and 
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blood money (Dhjah), when both tribes embraced Islam. The one tribe considered 
themselves superior to the other. They took an oath that they would never rest 
until the life of a freeman (from the opposing tribe) was taken in lieu of the life of 
one of their slaves. In a like manner, they demanded that the life of a man (from 
the opposite tribe) be taken in exchange of the life of one of their women. It was 
with regard to this that the above verse was revealed. 

The verse tells us that a freeman will be killed in place of a freeman (whom 
he killed), while a slave in place of a slave, and a woman for a woman. It is learnt 
from this incident that the verse does not mean that a freeman cannot be killed 
for murdering a slave, nor a man's life spared for murdering a woman. A verse 
in Surah Ma'idah mentions, "A soul for a soul/ i.e. every soul is equal to another. 

In his exegesis (tafsir) (v.l pg.209), Sayyidina Ibn Kathir Up i»i ^ reports from 
Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ & that it was customary among the Arabs not to take 
the life of a man in lieu of the woman whom he murdered. A man's life was only 
taken in exchange of another man's life, while a woman's would only be taken in 
lieu of another woman. For this reason Allah revealed the verse, "0 soul for a soul 
and an eye for an tye. 

RETALIATION (QISAS) IS THE RIGHT OF THE HEIRS 

The right to demand Retaliation (Qisas) in the case of intentional murder is 
reserved for the heirs of the murdered person. Each of the legal heirs share this 
right to Retaliation (Qisas). However, since Retaliation (Qisas) is not divisible, 
should one of the heirs choose to forfeit his stake to this right, none of the heirs 
may demand Retaliation (Qisas). They will all have to accept the blood money 
(Diyah) together with the one who had initially forfeited his right. If he waives 
his share of the blood money (Diyah), then this too will be acceptable. The blood 
money (Diyah) for a single life is 100 camels. The details of this will be discussed 
(Insha Allah) in Surah Nisa under the verse, "If beholds not of a Believer (Mu'min) 
that he kills another Believer (Mu'min), except should it occur in error." [verse 92] 

If the heirs of the murderer and the murdered settle upon some monetary 
compromise, then retaliation (Qisas) will be waived. The wealth thus received 
will be distributed amongst the heirs in accordance to their prescribed shares of 
inheritance. Whatever amount is agreed upon, whether it be blood money 
(Diyah) or some other settlement, the mutual consent of both parties is required. 

THE MONETARY COMPROMISE FOR RETALIATION (QISAS) IS A 
CONCESSION AND MERCY FOR THE UMMAH OF MUHAMMAD 
Up ill JLp 

The life of the murderer may be spared by the substitution of a monetary 
compromise in place of Retaliation (Qisas). The permissibility of blood money 
(Diyah) as well as any other form of monetary atonement is a concession 
accorded to the Ummah of the Holy Prophet <X> j ^ ^ J^>, and a special mercy 
Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ says that only Retaliation (Qisas) was allowed for 

the Bani Isra'U. Blood money (Diyah) was not permissible for them. 

Sayyidina Qatada <up iui says that Allah bestowed His special mercy 
upon this Ummah by allowing the blood money (Diyah). It was not permissible 
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for any previous Ummah. Only Retaliation (Qisds)s was allowed for the people of 
the Torah (Jews). There was no question of blood money (Diyah) for them. On the 
contrary, the people of the Injil (Christians) were ordered to pardon the 
murderer. Allah has allowed all three for this Ummah viz. Retaliation (Qisas), 
pardoning and blood money (Diyah). [Ibn Kathir, v.l, p.210] 

When one or all the heirs pardon the murderer or agree upon the blood 
money (Diyah) or some other monetary compensation is agreed upon, then the 
heirs of the murdered person should demand their dues gracefully and not be 
harsh. This order is contained in the phrase where Allah says, "should demand 
gracefully" It is incumbent upon the murderer that he pay the prescribed amount 
without delay or demand. This order is included in the verse, "and payment 
should be with kindness/ Once the matter of compensation has been decided, then 
the party who transgresses will have to suffer a painful punishment in the 
Hereafter. An example of transgression is when the murderer refuses to pay or 
runs away. Should the heirs of the murdered person kill the murderer after 
having taken the blood money (Diyah), they will be deemed to be transgressors. 
Each of the parties transgressing will have to suffer the chastisement of Hell. 

Sayyidina Abu Shurayh Khuza'i 4»t says that he heard the Holy 
Prophet j a> iii say, "The person who suffers any harm with regards to 
blood (i.e. A clore relative of his is either murdered or injured), has three choices. 
He may either demand Retaliation (Qisas), pardon the guilty or accept the blood 
money (Diyah). Should he choose a fourth option he should be restrained. After 
settling for anyone of these choices, should he transgress, he will be made to 
suffer in Hell till eternity. ['Mishkdtul Masdbih" p.301] 

THE LIFE CONCEALED IN THE LAW OF RETALIATION (QISAS) 

In the practical implementation of Retaliation (Qisas) lies great scope for life 
itself This is briefly extolled in the verse, "And for you is life in Retaliation (Qisas)" 
Even though it may seem that a person loses his life in the implementation of 
Retaliation's (Q'sds), new life is inspired in the fact that through Retaliation 
(Qisas) people refrain from murder. In addition to every person restraining 
himself from murder, his family and tribe will have the concern that none 
amongst them should stoop to murder. 

Allama Ibn Kathir 4* & writes that the four Imams of jurisprudence as 
well as the majority of Ulama are of the opinion that if several people collectively 
killed one person, each one of their lives will be taken in return, [v.l, p. 210] 

Sayyidina Said bin Musayyib Up jui ^ reports that once five or seven people 
murdered a man in isolation. Sayyidina Umar <up &\ took the life of each one 
of them as Retaliation (Qisas) for the murdered person and said, "If the entire 
population of San' a murdered a single person, I would take the life of each one of 
them in return." [Mishkatul Masabm", p. 302 quoting from Malik and Bukharifrom Sayyidina 
flw Umar ^ &\ ^~] 

RETALIATION (QISAS) IS THE EPITOME OF JUSTICE. CALLING IT 
INJUSTICE IS ITSELF AN UNJUST STATEMENT 

Enforcing the law of Retaliation (Qisas) saves very many lives since people 
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refrain from killing each other. For this reason, Retaliation (Qisds) is a life-giving 
source. Many ignorant people refer to Retaliation (Qisds) as an injustice. Such 
people do not understand the meaning of injustice. The unjust person is he who 
purposely killed another without cause. Taking the life of the murderer in lieu of 
the murder is the epitome of justice. 

Referring to it as injustice and oppression stems from ignorance and 
foolishness. Some people maintain that the murderer should not be killed but 
rather put into jail. They do not understand that this only gives the murderer 
more courage to continue. The murderer thinks that he will continue killing and 
spend but a litde while in jail. Those whose very nature is to kill, rob and 
plunder are not in the least afraid of jails. They easily escape from such prisons. 

Only people who have no value for human life will dislike Retaliation 
(Qisds). They choose to sympathise with the murderer rather than the rest of 
mankind. Sunan Abu Dawud contains the tradition stating that Retaliation 
(Qisds) will be enforced upon the person who intentionally murders another. The 
curse of Allah, His angels and the entire mankind is upon that person who 
wishes to oppose the enforcement of Retaliation (Qisds). 



THE WAIVING OF RETALIATION (QISAS) OR BLOOD MONEY 
(DIYAH) IS NOT THE CHOICE OF THE HEAD OF ANY STATE 



A foolish law exists in many countries where the heads of states reserve the 
right to pardon a murderer upon his plea, merely looking at certain personal or 
social inferences. This is in total contradiction with the laws of Islam. It is the 
right of the heirs of the murdered person to demand Retaliation (Qisds) or to 
accept the blood money (Diyah). No president, prime minister or king has the 
right to pardon the murderer, thereby annulling the right of the heirs. The head 
of state who does this, rebels against the law of the Qur'an, and will be deserving 
of Allah's punishment. 



(180) It has been made incumbent upon you, when death presents itself before 
any of you, (to make) a bequest in favour of your parents and close relatives if 
you leave any wealth behind. This is obligatory upon those who have fear for 
Allah. (181) So whosoever alters it after hearing it, then the sin rests upon those 
who alter. Verily Allah is All Hearing, All Knowing. (182) Whoever fears any 
partiality or sin from the testator, then reconciles between them, upon him rests 
no sin. Verily Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. 




g„rah Al- Baqarah 2: 180-182 



205 



T HE LAWS OF THE BEQUEST 

This verse issues the instruction which makes the leaving of a bequest, in 
favour of parents and close relatives, compulsory. When the signs of death 
become apparent on a person, he should make this bequest. Commentators 
maintain that the compulsion of this matter was abrogated after the fixed shares 
of the various heirs were stipulated. The shares of parents were also designated, 
as mentioned in the second ruku of Surah Nisa [Surah 4, verses Hand 12]. 

A bequest in favour of an heir is not permissible unless all the other heirs 
permit it. Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud record a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet 

Up &\ said that there can be no bequest in favour of an heir. The 
permission of the other heirs is only legitimate if it is given after the testator's 
death. Once their permission is acquired, the bequest will be valid. Bequeathing 
something in favour of any relatives besides the heirs is not only permissible, but 
recommended. The condition of a bequest though, is that it may not exceed a 
third of the estate. It is best for a person to bequeath less than a third. Should he 
wish to, he may go up to a maximum of one third. This third will be calculated 
from the wealth remaining after paying all debts. 

Should the. Wassiyah (Bequest) exceed one third, it may be fulfilled only 
with the consent of all mature heirs. Then too/this consent is to be given after the 
death of the testator. Any consent given during his/her lifetime will be rendered 
null and void. If any heir had consented during the testators lifetime, he is at 
liberty to ' withdraw this consent after the testator's death. Similarly, the testator 
himself may withdraw and cancel any previously made bequests. 

The best approach is that a person continues spending in all good causes 
during his lifetime, together with spending freely upon his family. He should 
also spend on his friends, relatives, orphans and destitutes. Attention should also 
be given to the building of mosques (Masjid's) and Institutes (Madrasahs), and 
bequeathing land for their establishment. 

THE PAYMENT OF DEBTS PRECEDES THE FULFILLMENT OF A 
BEQUEST 

The first condition of a bequest is that it be taken from that third of the 
wealth which remains after all debts have been paid from the estate. Anything 
exceeding a third will only be fulfilled if the heirs allow. They may or may not 
agree. For this reason it is best for one to spend in good causes while still alive. 
At the same time, it should not be such that a person neglects his own family. He 
should not be helping others while leaving his very own kith and kin in need. It 
should also not occur that he spends freely in all charitable causes, while his 
debts keep accumulating. 

It could occur that a person was not able to spend in any charities before his 
death, then at the final hour he makes certain bequests, forgetting his debts. In 
ftis case as well it will be the debts which shall receive prior attention. If the 
debts are so much that they consume all the wealth, then legacies will not be 
billed, nor will any inheritance be distributed amongst the heirs. 

Ruling: In the execution of a bequest, the Faraidh (obligatory) will receive 
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precedence. Examples of these are the obligatory Hajj which he may not have 
performed, or zakah which he was still owing, or Wajib Kafarah (compulsory 
atonements) still pending. All of these will have to be paid first. If the deceased 
had made a bequest for anything which was not obligatory, then too these 
obligations (Fardidh) will receive precedence, even though he made mention of 
the non-obligatory duties before the obligatory ones. 

THE BEQUEST FOR A HAJJUL BADL 

As already' mentioned, the bequest will only be fulfilled after all debts have 
been settled, even though the bequest be with regard to any of the obligations 
(Fardidh) or compulsory (Wdjibdt). If the testator bequeaths that someone 
performs the obligatory Hajj on his behalf (called Hajjul Badl), but the funds are 
insufficient, then the mature heirs may consent to the balance being extracted 
from the estate. However, this is not binding upon them, although it will be best. 

Ruling: Tms Hajjul Badl will be performed by a person from the same town 
as the deceased, as he chooses. However, should the funds fall short and the 
heirs are not willing to subsidise the balance, another person may be sent whose 
location is closer to Makkah. In this manner, the remaining funds would suffice 
(since transport and perhaps other expenses will be less). 

IT IS NOT PERMISSIBLE TO EXECUTE A SINFUL BEQUEST 

Should a person bequeath some wealth to be spent in a sinful course, it must 
not be executed. If he makes a legacy for something to given towards any acts of 
Polytheism (shirk) or religious innovations (Bid'ah) this too will be ignored. It is a 
binding duty upon his associates and heirs not to execute such bequests. 

IT IS ALSO AN ACT OF MERIT TO LEAVE SOME WEALTH 
BEHIND FOR ONE'S HEIRS 

It is narrated in Bukhari that Sayyidina Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas ^ &\ ^ said, 
'During the year of the conquest of Makkah. I fell so seriously ill that I feared I 
was to die. When the Holy Prophet (JL-^iiii^ came to visit me, I told him, Oh 
the Holy Prophet jjb, Up i» c5 U. I possess much wealth but have only one 
daughter as an heir. Should I not bequeath all my wealth in charity?' He replied 
in the negative, to which I said. Then two thirds?' Again he replied in the 
negative, to which I again queried, 'Half? Once again he refused. I finally said, 
'Then one third?' the Holy Prophet ^ 3 &\ said, 'Yes, you may bequest one 
third, but this is also too much. Definitely, it is much better for you to leave your 
heirs wealthy rather that leave them destitute, having to stretch their hands out 
before others. Most surely, you will receive the reward for everything you spend 
in search of Allah's pleasure, even if it be a morsel of food that you place in your 
wife's mouth." 

ONE SHOULD NOT DELAY IN DRAWING UP A WILL 

Living in this world, man is in constant contact with his fellow human 
beings. He has to give or take from everyone else, because of which various types 
of incumbent rights will apply. He may need to take loans, or things may 
placed in his trust. Since none knows when death will overtake him, it is of great 
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importance that one should always have one's will ready. In this, all obligations 
should be recorded such as the rights owed to others like debts, trusts, etc. 
personal obligations such as outstanding obligations (Faraidh) and compulsory 
(Vtfajibat) should also be noted. In keeping this at hand, a person's successors will 
be able to fulfil all of these obligations should death arrive. 

Sayyidina Ibn Umar h ^ relates that the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &\ jl* 
said, "It is incorrect for even two nights to pass without a written testament by 
the side of a person from whom some rights are due.' [Bukhari, v.l, p. 382] 

Sayyidina Jlbir bin Abdullah ^ i»t narrates that the Holy Prophet &\ J^> 
j^. Up said, 'The person who dies after making his last will and testament will 
have died upon the right path, the Sunnah, piety, martyrdom and a state of 
forgiveness.' [Ibn Majah, p. 194] 

THE SIN OF ALTERING THE BEQUEST 

Once a person has died leaving a bequest, it will be incumbent upon the 
heirs,, appointed executors, judge, or ruler (whichever may be applicable) to 
fulfill the bequest according to the principles of Shari'ah. Since the testator has 
left the world and no longer has any choice in matters, those surviving him, who 
now have jurisdiction over his wealth, have to ensure that each one receives their 
allotted share from the bequest. No rightful recipient should be deprived. 

Certain beneficiaries, like distant relatives or the poor, may not even know 
about their shares and will therefore not even claim it. It is only those who 
control the estate who are able to give or withhold, give more or less, or even 
conceal certain facts. The responsibility of distribution rests squarely upon their 
shoulders. They should keep the Hereafter before them when doing anything. 
No changes and alterations should be made to the legacy. Should they make any, 
they will be sinning and be questioned in the Hereafter. This warning is sounded 
in the verse, 'So whosoever alters it after hearing it, then the sin rests upon those who 
alter." 

Allama Abu Bakr Jassas <ip &\ i^j writes in "Ahkamul Qur'an" that it is 
gathered from this verse that if a person dies after having left behind his will and 
bequest together with sufficient funds to sustain them, then he has fulfilled his 
responsibility. It is now the responsibility of his successors to conclude further 
matters. Should they be negligent in this regard, the sin will be theirs. Alteration 
to the original legacy is also considered to be negligence. 

He writes farther that if a person dies without paying the zakah due from 
him, he will be sinful and considered to be of those who refuse to pay zakah. If 
this person beqi eathed that his zakah be paid and his executor does not pay it, 
the deceased will be absolved of the sin, which will now rest with the executor 
(since he will be deemed to have changed the bequest). However, if there exists 
some injustice in the will (e.g. All the wealth or more than a third was 
hequeathed without the consent of the heirs), then it is compulsory that it be 
a| tered accordingly. 

^ Whoever fears any partiality or sin from the testator, then reconciles between 
'■ iC % upon him rests no sin "It frequently occurs that the testator, either 
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intentionally or erroneously, displays partiality towards a certain heir or relative 
when drawing up the will. As a result of this, injustice takes place. If any person 
learns of this occurrence, or of its pending occurrence, there will be no sin on him 
should he reconcile and rectify the situation between the testator and the 
beneficiaries. In the case where the testator has already left the world, the person 
who has authority over the estate may alter the will so that it complies with the 
Shari'ah. This will also not bring any sin to him and Allah will forgive such an 
alteration. This person will not be regarded as "whoever alters it" 

Commentators have described several incidents where the bequest may be 
unjust. Amongst these, the situation is where distant relatives are made 
beneficiaries while near ones are excluded. Another example is where a 
grandchild is allotted some wealth even though his father is to receive a share, 
upon the pretex: that the child is not an heir. This is done so that the father of 
that particular child receives more than his brothers. Other examples are the 
bequeathing of c 11 or more than a third of the estate. The person who advises on 
these unjust cases, thereby rectifying them, will not be sinful of changing a 
legacy. 

With the specific intention of depriving their daughters or other heirs, some 
people, during their lifetimes, transfer their properties on the names of other 
heirs such as their sons. This is also a form of unjust bequest resulting in the 
person committing a sin. It is not permissible to "gift" something to anyone with 
the intention of depriving an heir. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <^ Jk\ reports that the Holy Prophet & 
fL-j said, "A man or woman may live in the obedience of Allah for sixty years 
but, upon their demise, they would have hurt someone by their bequest; then 
Hell becomes compulsory for them." After narrating this hadith Sayyidina Abu 
Hurairah ^ i»\ ^ recited the following verse from Surah Nisa, "after (deducting) 
the said bequest o* debts, without harming (anyone) And that is the supreme triumph." 
[Ahmad as recorded in "Mishkatul Masabih" p. 265] 

Sayyidina Anas ^ ^ says that the Holy Prophet <JL- _> & told them, 
"Allah will sever that person's inheritance to Heaven (Jannah) who severs any 
portion of the inheritance of his heirs." [Sunan Von Majah' p. 194] 

<<>J\ &c&<£ f ^ ck \pc S 

(183) O you who believe! Fasting has been ordained for you just as it was 
ordained for those before you, so that you may attain piety. (184) Fast for a 
prescribed number of days. Whoever amongst you is ill or upon a journey, then 
he should count the same number of days besides these to fast. Upon those who 




183-184 209 Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 



a re capable, it a redemption; the feeding of a poor person. Whoever will do a 
oQod act of his own will, then surely' this is better for him. And it is better for 
you that you fast, if you but knew. 

THE OBLIGATION TO FAST IN RAMADHAN AND ESSENTIAL 
LAWS GOVERNING FASTING 

This verse announces the obligation of the Ramadhan fasts. Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Umar & At narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 At said, 
Islam is based upon five pillars: (l)The declaration that there is none worthy of 
worship besides Allah, and Muhammad a> i is the servant and 
messenger of Allah. (2) The establishment of Salah. (3) The payment of zakah. (4) 
The performance of Hajj. and (5) To fast in Ramadhan/ [Bukhari v.l p. 6] 

Salah and fasting are both physical forms of worship, while zakah involves 
financial strain. In Hajj, both physical and financial exertions are involved, 
making it both a physical and financial worship. Salah was made obligatory 
itardli) in the fif th year after prophethood. This transpired in Makkah during the 
right of Ascension (Mi'raj). The fast in the month of Ramadhan was made 
obligatory (Fardh) in Madinah during the second year after Hijrah. 

Just as Salah and Zakah were obligatory for the previous Ummahs, so too 
was fasting. This is explained in the phrase where Allah says, "just as it was 
ordained for those before you" Therefore, fasting is nothing new, it should be 
practised just as the previous nations had done. 

THE QUALITY OF PIETY (TAQWA) IS BORN OF FASTING. 

"So that you may attain piety" By fasting, some degree of difficulty is 
experienced by the carnal self (nafs), which curbs the carnal passions. Piety 
(tncjwa) denotes abstaining from all types of sins, be they minor, major, hidden or 
apparent; The verse explains that fasting has been made obligatory to attain piety 

(tacjiua), 

Man is imbued with numerous bestial inclinations and carnal desires which 
encourage him to commit sins. Fasting is a form of worship which curbs these 
animalistic inclinations, thereby decreasing the capacity to sin. The passions and 
desires of the fasting person are stunted. Fasting for the entire month of 
Ramadhan is obligatory (Fardh) on every sane mature Muslim. Abstaining from 
eating, drinking and sexual cohabitation during the day for an entire month 
creates a certain submission and placidity within the soul. 

If a person fasts in accordance with the laws and etiquette described in the 
Ahadith, then a person's soul can truly be purified. The causes of most of the sins 
committed by man, are his tongue and private parts. Tirmidhi reports from 
%yidina Abu Hurairah ^ At that the Holy Prophet jJL. j At was asked 
*tat will be the greatest cause for people entering Hell (Jahannam). He replied, 
e ton gue and the private parts." While fasting, the tongue and private parts 
* re restricted, and therefore they are less liable to commit sins. For this reason the 
Prophet pL-j <Jp At ju» mentions in a hadith, "Fasting is a shield (offering 
Section against sins and the fire of Hell." [Bukhari, vX p.254] 

Keeping the fast with its laws and etiquette will definitely make it easy for a 
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person to refrain from sins. If a person makes the intention to fast, abstain^ 
from eating, drinking and conjugal relations, but does not adhere to the vari 0lls 
etiquette (by indulging in unlawful Haram earnings and backbiting), he will b f 
deprived of the blessings and benefits of fasting, even though he will be absolved 
of the obligation. 

Nasa'i records a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet jJL-j aJp iii jl^ 
'Tasting is a shield as long as one does not tear it" Another hadith reads, "Ailgj. 
has no necessity for a person to leave eating and drinking when he does no? 
abstain from false speech and sinful deeds/' [Bukhari, v.l, pg.255] 

From the above, it is understood that the fast is not complete by me? ; 
abstention from eating, drinking and conjugal relations. Fasting includes stayi^ f 
away from all evil and vile deeds. It is improper for a person to speak indecent)- r 
while his mouth is in abstinence. For this reason the Holy Prophet jJL,j Up & / { 
said, "When any one of you is fasting, he should not speak indecently, norixf 
rowdy. If another person swears at him or wants to involve him in a dispute, htl 
should merely say, (without retaliating) 'I am fasting' (i.e. I do not wish |J 
dispute)." [Bukhari, v.l, p.255] \ 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ M ^ reports that the Holy Prophet Up i^f 
jJL-j said, "There are many fasting persons who (because they indulge irS 
backbiting, illicit acts and unlawful (haram) deeds), achieve nothing from ther! 
fast except hunger and thirst. There are also many persons who perfonr 
Tahajjud Salah (late night Salah) but (because of vanity and show), achiev: 
nothing thereby except the difficulty of staying awake." [Mishkdtul Masdbih", p. 27- 

"A prescribed number of days." Fasting has been ordained for a prescrik 
number of dayj only, which are not very difficult for a person to observe! 
Thereafter, mention is made of the special concession accorded to those who an j 
sick or on journey. In their respective conditions, should they omit some of m 
fasts, they will have to fast the same number of days after Ramadhan The:"" 
making up for missed fasts is referred to as "Qadha," which will be explained 
the ensuing verses (Insha Allah). 

"Upon those'who are capable is a redemption; the feeding of a poor person. "Tb 
law applied durmg the early stages of Islam. A hadith is reported in "Sunan Ah 
Dawud", (v.l p. 74) that when the Holy Prophet (JL-j i» J^> arrived in Madinal 
he instructed the Muslims to fast for three days a month. Thereafter the fasts c 
Ramadhan were enforced. Since the people were not accustomed to fasting a» 
found it difficult, the above concession was granted to those who, even in spited 
possessing the ability to fast, did not have to do so if they did not wish to. Tbf 
could substitute it with the feeding of a poor person for every missed fast. It*'' 
after this stage that the order was later revealed, "Whomsoever witnesses the t0 
(Ramadhan) should fast therein. "This verse abrogated the concession of mis$ 
fasts for those who are capable. After this, every person was instructed to ^ 
Exemption was granted to the ill and travelling persons who could miss 
fasts, but have to keep them later on. 

THE THREE PHASES IN THE INJUNCTION OF FASTING 

A lengthy hadith is reported in the "Musnad" of Imam Ahmad 4* & ^ ; 



H b) that Salah and fasting both underwent three phases in their obligation. 
After concluding the three phases of Salah, those of fasting are mentioned as 

follows: 

1. Upon arriving in Madinah, the Holy Prophet r JL- j &\ J.^ 
used to fast during three days of every month together with the 
fast of Ashura (the tenth of Muharram. Then Allah revealed the 
following verse making the fasts of Ramadhan obligatory, "Oh 
you who believe, fasting has been ordained for you just as it was 
ordained for those before." These verses, together with making 
the fasts of Ramadhan incumbent, also granted the concession to 
people to offer expiation of feeding a poor person. This expiation 
was considered to suffice for fast. 

2. Thereafter Allah revealed the subsequent verses viz. "It was 
in the month of Ramadhan wherein the Qur'an was revealed" 
Included in these verses was the command, "Whomsoever 
witnesses the month (Ramadhan) should fast therein." This 
verse made concession for every healthy person not on journey 
to fast. The previous concession to offer the atonement in lieu of 
missed f asts was hereby repealed. This concession remained only 
for thote who were ill or on a journey. They are allowed to miss 
fasts in Ramadhan and make it up later. The Fidya (expiation) 
for missed fasts remains only for such old people who are unable 
to fast. 

3. The instruction existed initially that, during the nights of 
fasting days, a person xvas only permitted to eat, drink or 
cohabit until the time he fell asleep. If anyone fell asleep (even 
though the night v as not yet over,), he was not allowed to 
indulge in any of these actions upon awakening. It once 
transpired that a companion of the Holy Prophet r l~- j *.JLp i»» Jl*> 
whose name was Sirmah *~p &\ ^ Jf engaged in hard labour 
throughout the day while fasting. When he reached home that 
evening, he was so exhausted that he fell asleep after performing 
the Isha prayers. (Due to the fact that he had fallen asleep, he 
was now not permitted to eat, nor drink anything,) . 
Subsequently , the night passed in this manner till daybreak, 
whereafter he fasted once again the Holy Prophet r l- j < t l* it Jl** 
noticed the extreme strain on him and inquired, 'What is the 
matter? I see you experiencing great difficulty. "He then related 
the entire episode. [Bukhari, v.l, p. 256] 

It has also been narrated that Sayyidina Umar <up ii once cohabited with 
one ot his wives after having fallen asleep. He then related the incident to the 
Holy Prophet ^ i ju. With reference to this Allah revealed the verse, 
Taking unto your spouses has been permitted for you during the nights of your fasts." 

Sayyidina Ibn Abi Layla Up i» narrates that the companions of the Holy 
°phet ^Lj Up &\ informed us that when the fasts of Ramadhan were made 
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obligatory, it was difficult for them initially. For this reason, it was permissibj 
for them to feed a poor person for every missed fast, even though they w ere 
capable of keeping it. Then the verse, "And that you fast, is better for you if y 0 
but knew/' abrogated this concession. Every person now had to fast. 

Sayyidina Von Umar ^ &\ also recited the verse, "a redemption, the feedi?,. 
of a poor person)" whereafter he said, "This concession was abrogated" It is evidep. 
from all these reports that the permission which originally existed no long e 
remains. It is now obligatory for all to fast, bearing whatever difficulty that ma 
arise. The concept of expiation (Fidya) will, however, still apply to that pers c ,» 
who is totally incapable of keeping the fasts. 

"Whosoever does a good act of his own will, then this is better for him." This ver& ; I 
makes reference to the fact that, after observing the entire month of Ramadhan ip 
fasting, it will be of extreme benefit for a person to fast on an optional basis afte* 
Ramadhan. Bukhari (v.l, p.254) reports ahadith wherein the Holy Prophet ii 

said in reply to a person's query regarding Islam that the five Saiah are 
obligatory. The person asked what else was due from him. The reply was tha: 
there was nothing else except what he may do, of his own will. Then he was tok I 
about the obligatory Ramadhan fasts, upon which he asked whether it was onJ; 
these that were obligatory. The Holy Prophet jJL. 3 ^ &\ told him that it was 
only these, unless he fasted after them of his own will. 

The general context of the verse encourages all good acts. Even if it be a 
single Salah, fast or any other mandatory devotion which a person observe 
optionally, its reward will most definitely be awarded to him. He will t* 
deserving of the great merits promised by Allah, which is certainly better for hir 
in the hereafter. 

Other commentators have interpreted this verse slightly differently. The 
say it means that although the expiation (Fidya) is fulfilled by feeding a singk 
person one meal, should a person willingly give extra, this will be better for him. 

"And it is better for you that you fast, if you but knew" Allama Abu Bakr Jasas 
&\ 2u^j says that this verse refers to those people who, in the beginning, wer; 
permitted to m^ss their fasts in spite of being healthy and not on journev 
Although they could offer the expiation (Fidyah), it was best for them to fast, ft 
blessings and spiritual benefits to be derived from fasting can never be attains 
through the expiation (Fidyah). 

He also writes that it could also refer to "those who are capable" as well asfe 
travellers. Since the concession not to fast was also granted to travellers, the vers 
alludes to the point that it will be best for them to fast as well. General!) 
travellers (Musafirs) are able to fast while on a journey without too nw" 
difficulty. It beccmes evident that to fast on a journey is better than not fasting 

Allama Jassas aJLp &\ <*>j then extracts even another fine point when I s 
mentions that since the feeding of one poor person (the equivalent of half ^ 
approximately 1.75 kg) is a substitute for one fast, it is learnt that one fast 2 
superior to donating half a Sa in charity. [Ahkamul Qur'an, v. 1, p.I80] 
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(185) The month of Ramadhan is the month wherein the Qur'an was revealed as 
a guide for mankind; whose signs of guidance are absolutely clear, and it is a 
distinguisher between truth and falsehood. So whosoever amongst you 
witnesses this month, should fast therein, and those who are ill or upon a 
journey, should count the same number of days besides these to fast. Allah 
desires ease for you and desires not hardship, and that you complete the period 
and glorify Allah for His guiding you, and that you show gratitude. 

THE QUR'AN WAS REVEALED IN RAMADHAN 

This verse specifies the days in which fasting is to take place. The previous 
verse merely stated, "a prescribed number of days" whereas this verse clearly 
defines the specific month. It is therefore obligatory for every Muslim to fast in 
this month. 

Thereafter Allah mentions another speciality of this month - the revelation 
of the Qur'an. It is stated in Surah Qadr that this revelation took place on the 
night of Qadr. There exists no discrepancy between the two verse because the 
night of Qadr falls within the month of Ramadhan. 

The question may arise that since the Qur'an was revealed gradually over a 
period of 23 years, why does this verse state that it was revealed in a single 
month of Ramadhan. The answer is, that on the night of Qadr the entire Qur'an 
was revealed at once from the Lowhul Mahfuz (Protected Tablet) to the sky above 
the earth. Here it was placed in the Baitul Izzah. It was from this place that it was 
then gradually raken, through the order of Allah, by Jibril fiLJ\ <uU to the Holy 
Prophet pJL-j a* j»i over a period of 23 years. [Tafsir Qurtubi, v2, p.292] 

The description of the Qur'an thereafter given is evident to all. Allah 
mentions that it is "a guide for mankind) whose signs of guidance are absolutely clear 
®nd it is a distinguisher between truth and falsehood ." 

Thereafter, Allah states, "So whomsoever from amongst you witnesses the month, 
should fast therein." The obligation is made clear in this verse concerning the fasts, 
making it binding upon every sane, mature, male and female Muslim. However, 
l * is allowed for sick people, travellers, pregnant women and breastfeeding 
mothers to miss the fasts and to keep the Lapse (Qadha) after Ramadhan. Women 
experiencing menstruation or after-birth bleeding (nifas), are also excused from 
fasting and observe them only upon the expiry of their condition. The various 
detailed rulings with regard to these situations are discussed in the Ahadith and 
books of jurisprudence. Just a few will be elucidated here. 
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The world is continuously striving to make travel and locomotion more 
comfortable. WLh the inception of high speed aircraft, distances which normally 
took months to traverse, have now been shortened to no longer than a few hours. 
Since the development of these means, the question always arise regarding the 
case where a person fasted a full period of thirty days in a certain country, 
whereafter he flies to another country where still a few days remain before the 
end of Ramadhan. What is he to do during these days? In my humble opinion, 
since he is witnessing Ramadhan in this country, he should fast the remaining 
days. This is required from the general context of the verse, "So whomsoever 
witnesses the month, should fast therein. 

This ruling is also evident if one considers the ruling jurists have issued 
with regard to Tie person who physically matures during Ramadhan and the 
woman who ceases to menstruate in Ramadhan. Both of these, although not 
fasting during that particular day, will not be allowed to eat or drink for the 
remainder of the day, due to the reverence of this month. Similarly, the person 
arriving at a place where Ramadhan is still not over, has to show reverence for 
the month. This reverence can assume two forms. Either he does not fast but 
refrains from ec»ting and drinking, or he may fast. For him to fast will be in 
compliance witi this verse, therefore he should observe the fasts. In this 
situation, he should make a general Niyyah (intention) for fasting. 

In this way, the fast will be both Nafl (optional), as well as obligation (Fardh) 
of Ramadhan. The benefit is that if Allah regards his fasting to be obligatory in 
these days, his ooligation will be fulfilled. If, however, it was really not necessary 
for him to fast during these remaining days, he would have reaped the reward of 
optional (Nafl) f ists. At the same time, he would have shown due reverence for j 
the month of Ramadhan. 

THE PERMISSION GRANTED TO THE SICK AND THE 
TRAVELLERS NOT TO FAST AND THE INSTRUCTION TO 
OBSERVE THE LAPSE (QADHA) THEREAFTER 

In this verse, Allah excludes the ill and the Musafir (traveller) from the 
obligation of fasting, instructing them to make up the missed fasts afterwards. 
Allama Jassas <uL- ifci ^ in ' Ahkamul Qur'an' writes that Allah, in this verse, only 
specified that the person should make up the exact number of days that he 
missed. No mention was made that these fasts have to be consecutive without a 
break in between. Therefore, a person may fast continuously, or with breaks 
between. Both ways are permitted, which is also denoted by the verse, "AlB 
desires ease for yo~i and does not desire hardship"[v.l, p.208] 

Jurists have mentioned that if a person had not yet completed the Lapse 
(Qadha) of his Ramadhan fasts by the time the next Ramadhan arrives, he should 
fast for this subsequent Ramadhan and complete the Lapse (Qadha) thereafter j 
However, the Lapse (Qadha) should be observed as quickly as possible since one 
has no idea when death will overtake one. 

Ruling: The concession granted to the ill does not apply to all sick people ft 
will apply only :o those who will experience severe difficulty by fasting or have 
the strong fear of losing a limb or organ thereby. Those people may also tate 
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advantage of this concession who anticipate the prolonging of their illness 
because of the fast. This anticipation should be based either upon previous 
experience or upon the diagnosis of an expert Muslim doctor who is known not 
to be a Fasiq (open sinner). This ruling is recorded in the canonical books of 
"Durrul Mukhter" and "Shami" wherein it is also stated that the infidel (kafir) 
doctor could intend, by such a diagnosis, to discourage one from worship. 

People generally misconstrue any little illness to be an excuse not to fast, 
even though it is not at all harmful for them to fast. On the other hand, fasting is 
beneficial for certain diseases. Nevertheless, many people use the excuse of 
illness to avert fasting, merely relying upon the word of some doctors. The 
instruction of every doctor is not considered in this matter' since certain doctors 
may be totally irreligious, while others are disbelievers. Neither do they 
understand the correct ruling nor the value of fasting. Some people even derive 
pleasure out of discouraging others from fasting. The word of a kafir doctor will 
be emphatically ignored in this matter. 

The sick person should decide using experience, strength of Belief (Iman) 
and the advice of such a Muslim doctor who, together with understanding the 
importance of fasting and relevant Islamic rulings, also possesses the fear of 
Allah. 

Unfortunately, there are many people who not only miss their fasts on the 
pretext of illness but who do not even make them up later. Such people drag the 
great sin with them to their graves. In their love for mere eating and drinking, 
they are totally oblivious of the doomsday (Akhirah). 

The above discussion concerns those whose illnesses are temporary. They 
will have to ma've up these missed fasts at a later stage. However, some people 
suffer from such sicknesses that are terminal, from which they have no hope of 
recovery, nor of keeping the Lapse (Qadha). Other people are so old that they too 
have lost hope of ever observing the Lapse (Qadha). These people should give the 
expiation (Fidyan). If, at some later stage, they do find the ability to fast, it will be 
obligatory upon them to complete the Lapse (Qadha). Whatever expiation 
(Fidyah) was given up to then will be considered to be optional (Nafl) charity. 

Just as it is not permitted for every ill person to miss the fast, so too does it 
apply to travellers. That traveller who interids a journey of Qasr may miss the 
fast if s/he does so with the intention of keeping the Lapse (Qadha) afterwards. 
This will be per missible once s/he leaves the boundary of his/her town or city, 
for as long as She/he is on journey. Once s/he returns home, the Lapse (Qadha) 
has to be observed. 

Should the traveller (Musdfir) intend to stay over at a place for 15 days or 
m ore, he will cease to be a traveller (Musdfir). If it is still the month of Ramadhan, 
rt will be obligatory for him to fast while staying in this place, and he will have to 
P^form his Sakh in full. The journey of Qasr is 48 Shar'i miles (equivalent to 
n ^ km)- A person who travels this distance will be deemed a traveller 
• * us ®fir), r whether it be on foot, by car, bus or by plane. Such a person shall 
^form Qasr Salah {i.e. Two in place of four Rakahs obligation (Fardh)}, and it is 
Omissible for him to omit the fasts. 
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It will not he permissible for the person travelling any distance less than 
this to omit thejr fasts. In spite of this allowance, it is still best for the traveller 
to fast during Pamadhan. The reason for this is that by not fasting a person 
will be deprived of the blessings and spiritual illumination of Ramadhan. 
Another is that fasting in the month of Ramadhan, when everyone else is also 
fasting, is much easier than fasting afterwards, when it will be extremely 
difficult. 

Ruling: The traveller and the aiiing person who happen to die in Ramadhan 
need not make c. bequest for the expiation (Fidyah) to be given since they did not 
have any oppo tunity to observe the Lapse (Qadha). However, had the sick 
person recovere i, or the traveller returned home, whereafter they were able to 
observe the Lapse (Qadha), but did not do so, then it will be compulsory for them 
to make a bequest for the expiation (Fidyah). Once the person has left the world, 
his successors will, after having settled any debts, pay out his expiation (Fidyah) 
from the remaining third of his estate. For every fast missed the equivalent of 
Sadaqatul Fitr will have to be paid. If the deceased had not made a bequest to 
this effect, and his successors pay it out of their own pockets, this will also (InsJm 
Allah) be beneficial. 

For example, if he missed ten fasts, then lived for a further ten days in good 
health (in the case of a sick person), or was at home for ten days (in the case of 
the traveller) he will have to make the bequest for expiation (Fidyah) of ten days 
to be given befcre he passes away. In the same example, should he have only 
lived for five days (wherein he did not keep any Lapse (Qadha)), it will only be 
necessary to mi ike a bequest for the expiation (Fidyah) of five fasts. [Dumd 
Mukhtar] 

THE EXCEPTION IN THE CASE OF PREGNANT AND 
BREASTFEEDING WOMEN 

"Sunan Nasa'i (p. 315) reports a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet ^ & > 
(JL- j said, 'Allah has allowed the traveller not to fast and pardoned a portion of 
his Salah (he only has to perform two Rakahs obligatory (Fardh) Salah). Allah has 
also granted the same concession for the breastfeeding and expectant mother. 
They may make them up after Ramadhan/' 

That expectant woman who experiences tremendous difficulty while 
fasting, or fears for her or her child's life, may omit her fasts to make them up 
afterwards. Similar is the case of the breastfeeding mother who fears that her | 
child, who only subsists on her milk may be deprived of the milk. If the child is 
able to subsist cn another diet (such as formula milk or cereal, as is common 
nowadays), then it will not be permissible for the mother to miss her fasts. B 
should also be borne in mind that once a child reaches the age of two, She/he , 
cannot be breastfed, therefore the question of the mother of a two year old chile 
not fasting will not arise. 

t i 

THE LAW CONCERNING WOMEN EXPERIENCING 1 
MENSTRUATION (HAIDH) AND AFTERBIRTH BLEEDING (NITAS) 

Any woman undergoing these conditions during the month of Ramadt^ 1 
should not fast even though they are capable of fasting. They must observe tn* J 
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Laps e (Qadha) afterwards. As for their Salah, it is completely pardoned, without 
necessity for Lapse (Qadha). 

ALLAH HAS PLACED EASE IN DIN (RELIGION) 

Allah has not instructed man to do anything which is beyond his capability. 
This has been emphasised in numerous verses of the Qur'an. In the verse under 
discussion, after discussing the Law regarding the ill and traveller, Allah 

declares, "Allah desires ease for you, and does not desire hardship/' 

Allah has allowed the sick person to perform Salah in whichever method is 
convenient for him, whether it be standing, sitting, lying down or even by 
indication, ^akah is due only when a person possesses the equivalent of Nisab. 
Then too, the zakah will only be payable once the wealth has been in a person's 
possession for an entire lunar year. The stipulated amount for zakah is also very 
little i.e. only omi fortieth portion of the entire wealth (2.5 %). 

Hajj is also not incumbent upon every person, but only on those who have 
the means to go to iviakkah, meet the necessary expenses, return, and provide for 
their families during the interim period. Then too, it is only obligatory once in a 
lifetime. With regard to fasting, the leniency has already been discussed which is 
applicable to the ill, the traveller, the aged, and those women who are expecting 
or breast feeding . The other leniencies found in the Shari'ah are well renowned. 

"And that you complete the period" With regard to this verse, the author of 
"Ruhul Ma'ani' (v.2 p.62) writes that the instruction to fast upon witnessing 
Ramadhan, as well as the concession granted to the ill and the traveller (with the 
explicit order to carefully count the missed fasts), are all with a view to 
inculcating within man to be particular in these matters of calculation. In this 
way no fast, whether Lapse (Qadha) or not, is not missed, irrespective of whether 
they are kept in succession or not. (In so doing, the entire period of Ramadhan is 
completed) 

"And glorify Allah for His guiding you./' This means that one praises Allah 
for this favour. Sayyidina Zaid bin Aslam ^ & says that this refers to the 
lakblrs that are read during the day of Eid. Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ fo ^j says 
that it refers to the saying of " Allahu Akbar" (Allah is the greatest) upon sighting 

moon. 

"And that you may show gratitude/' This verse explains the reason for the 
leniency ordained by Allah for those who are ill or on journey. It is a special 
favour of Allah for which gratitude and appreciation ought to be shown. 




And when My bondsmen ask you about Me, verily I am close by. I answer 
te Application of the caller when he summons. So they should accept My 
c °nunandments and believe in Me so that they remain on the right. 
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THE VIRTUE OF DU' A (SUPPLICATION) AND ITS ETIQUETTE 

A hadith is narrated in the tafsir "Durrul Manthur' (v.l,p.l94) that a person 
asked the Holy Prophet ^JL, j Up &\ JL>, "Is Allah nearby, that we may supplicate 
to Him silently, or is He far away so that we have to call out loudly to Him?" The 
Prophet pJL- j Up iii remained silent, whereafter this verse was revealed, 'And 
when My bondsmen ask you about Me" 

Sayyidina Ata bin Abi Rabah Up &\ i^j says that when the verse, "Your lord 
declares, 'Call unto Me, and I will answer your call" was revealed, the Sahaba &\ ^ 
j^p expressed the wish to know when they should supplicate. In reference to this 
the verse was revealed, "And when My bondsmen ask you about Me" 

The previous verses mentioned fasting. The blessed month of Ramadhan is 
the ideal season for earning the hereafter (Akhirah). Much can be achieved in this 
month since the Devils (Shayatin) are chained and the doors of Heaven Qannah) 
are thrown wide open. At the same time, the doors of Hell are shut. [Bukhari, v.], 
p.255] 

Allah dispatches an announcer every night who says, "Oh seeker of good, 
advance! Oh seeker of evil, desist!" [Tirmidhi, v.l,p,122] The people of Belief (Imdn) 
are instinctively inclined towards good. They fast, pay special attention to their 
obligatory (Fardh) Salah, and increase their performance of optional (Nafl) Salah. 
They also step up their remembrance of Allah (Dhikr), recitation of Qur'an, 
supplication to Allah Supplication (Du'd) and strive to spend the entire night of 
Qadr in devotio i. During Ramadhan Supplications (Du'as) are readily accepted 
[Tirmidhi" in the chapter ofDu'ds] 

It is for this reason that it is appropriate to make mention of the acceptance 
of Supplications (Du'as) during the discussion of Ramadhan. The verse says thai 
Allah is close by, hears all Supplications (Du'as) and accepts them. Whether the 
Supplication (Du'd) is silent or audible, He hears everything, even if it not be by 
the tongue but ty the heart. He hears them all and answers. Allah uses the term 
"answer" instead of saying He "hears" {all Supplications (Du'as)}, so as te 
include the Supplications (Du'as) of the heart as well. 

Allah says m Surah Qaf, "Most assuredly We have treated man, We know wM 
thoughts prevail in his soul and We are closer to him than his own jugular vein'' [vm 
16] 

Bukhari (v.2 p.944) quotes Sayyidina Abu Musa Ash'ari ^ <^>> wfe 
narrates that once, while on a journey with the Holy Prophet Up & J*>, n 
were ascending hill. We were saying " Allahu Akbar" loudly, upon which l» 
Holy Prophet ^J- j Up 2»i said, "Oh people have mercy upon yourselves! Yo« 
are not calling someone who is deaf nor one who is absent. You are calling unlf 
One who is All Hearing, All Seeing." 

Sayyidina Salman Farsi <up ibt ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet^ j *j> ! / 
said, "Verily your Sustainer is modest and magnanimous. He is modest in th* 
He shies away from returning the hands of His slaves empty when they lift th* 
hands unto Him (in supplication)." [Tirmidhi and Hakim] J 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up ifci ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet 4* J ' '| 
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^ said, "Your Supplications (Du'as) are always accepted as long as you are not 
hasty i e. when you say, 'I made Supplication (Du'a) but it was not accepted." 

[Bukhari, v.2, p.938] 

In another hadith, the Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 <ip &\ said, "The Supplications 
(du'as) of a person will always be accepted as long as he does not make 
Supplication (Du'a) for something sinful or for the breaking of family ties. This 
(acceptance) wiL be on condition that he is not hasty." Someone asked the Holy 
prophet pi-j U*- &\ J^> the meaning of being hasty, to which he replied, 
Hastiness is when a person says that he made Supplication (Du'a) but it seems 
that it was not accepted. He then sits back without making further Supplication 
(du'a)" [Muslim, vl, p. 352] 

A person should continuously make Supplication (Du'a) with enthusiasm. 
His Supplication (Du'a) should be heartfelt and sincere. Sayyidina Abu Hurairah 
ii reports that the Holy Prophet ^ £\ said, "There is nothing more 
virtuous in the >ight of Allah than Supplication (Du'a)." Another hadith states 
that du'a is the essence of worship. 

The Holy Prophet ^ i ^ says in another hadith, "That person who 
desires that Allah should accept his Supplication (Du'a) in times of hardship and 
adversity should supplicate to Allah in abundance during times of ease." 
Regarding the meaning of 'acceptance' the Holy Prophet <X< 3 ii said that 
whenever a person supplicate to Allah, Allah will either grant him exactly what 
he has asked fo::, or avert a calamity from afflicting him. Allah will do this for 
him as long as his Supplication (Du'a) does not regard something sinful, nor the 
breaking of family ties. [Tirmidhi has recorded all four Ahadith] 

In the "Musnad" of Ahmad a> i^ Jf an addition is narrated to the above 
hadith. It says that Allah may also store the Supplication (Du'a) as a treasure for 
a person in the Hereafter (which will be of great benefit to him there). [Mishkatul 

Masabih",p.l96] 

People keep saying that Supplications (Du 'a 's) are no longer accepted. In 
fact, there hardly exists anyone who is truly capable of making Supplication 
(Wa). Firstly, a Supplication (Du'a) should be heartfelt. Secondly, the person 
should abstain f;om sins, it is narrated in a hadith: "A person will have travelled 
a long distance, making his hair dishevelled and his body to be covered in dust. 
He will raise his hands supplicating, "Oh my Lord, Oh my Lord". His food is 
from unlawful (haram) sources, his drink is unlawful (haram) and all his 
nourishment is derived from unlawful (haram) means. How can his Supplication 
Wa) be accepted?" [Muslim, v.l p.326] 

frrrnidhi narrates a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet pJL-j aA* &\ said, 
-application (Du'a) is beneficial for eradicating calamities which have already 
fallen a person, as well as those which have not. Oh Allah's servants, stick fast 
10 we making of Supplication (Du'a)." 

M , An ° ther hadith of Tirmidhi states that the Holy Prophet ^ Up h said, 
^ Supplication (Du'a) to Allah in such a way that you are convinced of its 

' Ce Ptance. Verily Allah does not accept the Supplication (Du'a) of a negligent 
*nd careless heart." 
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"So they shculd accept my commandments so that they remain on the right pa tn 
This means tha>: together with accepting all the commandments of Allah, a 
person should also believe in all the attributes and the Being of Allah, trusting 
only in Him. By doing this, a person will remain firm on guidance and will also 
receive further guidance from Allah. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" makes the following comment on this verse 
"They should sesk Allah's acceptance for all their Supplications (Du'as) wherein 
they ask for Belief (Iman) and obedience, just as they seek His acceptance for all 
their Supplications (Du'as) regarding their personal needs." [v.2 f p. 64] 

In his exegesis (tafsir) [v2, p. 2/4], Allama Qurtubi it quotes Harawi ^ 
Up it as saying that "the right path" refers to guidance and steadfastness. Allama 
Baydawi Up it ^ has also made similar comments as the above two in his 
exegesis (tafsir). [v.l,p-l30] 




(187) Permissi?>n has been granted for you, on the nights of the fasts, to go unto 
your wives. They are a garment unto you, and you are a garment unto them. 
Allah knows well that you have been unfaithful unto yourselves, so He turned 
unto you and forgave you. So now you may cohabit with them and seek that 
which Allah has ordained for you. Eat and drink until the white thread becomes 
distinct to you from the black thread i.e. the thread of dawn. Then complete the 
fasts till nightfall and do not touch your women when you are secluded in 
devotion I'tikrf in the Mosque (Masjid). These are the limits imposed by Allah 
so stray not fiom them. Thus Allah expounds His verses to man so that they' 
attain piety. 

CONCLUDING THE LAWS OF FASTING 

Sayyidina Bara bin Azib ifci ^ narrates that when fasting was ordaW 
initially, the law was that if a person fell asleep before he terminated his fast f 
the time of Iftar), he was not permitted to eat for the entire night, nor the & 
thereafter. He could only eat again after terminating the following days fast. 

It once transpired that Sayyidina Qais bin Sirma i» was fasting. Wfa 
he arrived home that evening, he asked his wife whether there was any fo°^ 
eat. She replied in the negative, adding that she will try and arrange ■ 
something to eat. Since he was engaged in hard labour all day he fell a$l$ 
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before his wife could return. When she arrived she expressed grief over the 
situation since he was now unable to eat until the following evening. 
Consequently, ha fasted the following day without having anything to eat. When 
half the day had passed the incident was narrated to the Holy Prophet &\ 

whereupon the above verse was revealed, "Permission has been granted for 
you, on the nighvs of fasts" The Muslims were overjoyed upon this revelation, 
whereafter the rest of the verse was also revealed, "Eat and drink until the white 
thread becomes distinct from the black thread of dawn/' [Bukhari, v. I, p. 256] 

Just as it was prohibited to eat and drink after falling asleep, so too was 
cohabiting with one's spouse. This proved extremely difficult for the 
Companions (Sahdbah) ^ & ^ j. Bukhari [v. 2, p.64'7] narrates that when the fasts 
of Ramadhan were made obligatory, it was prohibited for any person to cohabit 
with his spouse after having fallen asleep. This order applied to the entire month 
of Ramadhan. As a result, many people were unfaithful to themselves by 
contravening this law of Allah. With regard to this, Allah revealed the following 
verse, "Allah knows well that you have been unfaithful to yourselves so He turned unto 
you and forgave ym." 

In a narration of Abu Dawud, it is reported that Sayyidina Umar -up &\ 
once wished to cohabit with his wife. She informed him that she had already 
fallen asleep (meaning that it was prohibited for her). He thought that she was 
merely making an excuse, and fulfilled his desire. 

In the exegesis (tafsir) 'Durrul Manthur', [v.l, p.197] it is narrated that one 
night Sayyidina Umar ^ &\ remained in the company of the Holy Prophet 
( jL-j Up &\ for a long time. Upon arriving home he found his wife asleep. He 
awoke her with the intention of indulging in conjugal relations. She pointed out 
to him that she could not comply to his wishes since she had already fallen 
asleep. Thinking, that she had not really fallen asleep, he went ahead. A similar 
incident took place with Sayyidina Ka'ab bin Malik ^ ibi The following 
morning Sayyidina Umar ^ related the episode to the Holy Prophet it 
fi- j aJp. It was on this occasion that the above verse was revealed viz. "Allah 
knows well that you have been unfaithful to yourselves." 

When a person complies to the dictates of his carnal self (nafs), he appears to 
be faithful to his carnal self (nafs). Since contravening Allah's laws will draw His 
wrath upon a person, the carnal self (nafs) itself will be made to suffer 
punishment. In this way, by complying to its dictates, a person will actually be 
unfaithful to his himself because he is causing ultimate suffering to himself. This 
is an interpretation of "unfaithful to yourselves." 

Another interpretation of the phrase "unfaithful unto yourselves"is that 
people do not 5ubmit to the bidding of their carnal self (nafs) (to indulge in 
sexual relations with one's spouse) because of the constraints of Shari'ah. 
Although this is a sort of betrayal of the carnal self (nafs), it is in conformance to 
the laws of Allah. Once the order of Allah was issued to permit this act, 
unfaithfulness to the carnal self (nafs) ceased to exist in this regard. It now 
became permissible for a person to eat, drink and cohabit the entire night 
through. Those who may have contravened the order of Allah previously were 
remorseful and forgiven by Him. 



A SUBTLE DESCRIPTION OF THE HUSBAND AND WIFE 
RELATIONSHIP 

During the discussion of mutual cohabitation, an extremely subtle portrayal 
is given concerning the relationship between the husband and wife. Allah says 
that the wife is like a garment to the husband and vice versa. The author of 
'Ruhul Ma'ani' writes that this verse means that each spouse is a source of 
contentment and courage to the other. This has been referred to in the following 
verse of Surah A'raf, "that he may find solace in her" [verse 189] The same is 
mentioned in Surah Rum, where it is stated, so that you may find solace in her" 
[verse 21] 

The couple have been described as garments to each other because they may 
embrace and cling onto each other. Another interpretation is that they offer 
protection to each other from sin and unchaste behaviour, just as clothing 
protects one from the elements. The Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 Up iui JU> said in a hadith, 
that the person who gets married has completed half of his religion, now it only 
remains for him to fear Allah with regard to the other half ["Mishkatul Masabih" 
from Bayhaqi] 

The author of 'Ruhul Ma'ani" writes further with regard to the first part of 
the verse viz. "they (women) are a garment for you." He says that man cannot live 
without women. Similarly, women can also not make do without men as pointed 
out by the next phrase i.e. "and you are a garment unto them. " 

THE COMMA ND TO SEEK CHILDREN 

"And seek that which Allah has ordained for you. " Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ii ^ 
says that this verse refers to the seeking of children. Therefore, one should 
indulge in sexual intercourse with the intention that Allah bestows one with, 
children. It is w ritten in "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.2. p. 65) that the purpose of marriage 
should be the enhancement of progeny. The prime objective of marriage should 
not merely be the gratification of one's passions. Allah has merely placed the 
passion of sex in man as a means to perpetuate the human race. This is just as He 
had placed the instinct of hunger in man as a means to preserve his life. The 
mere satisfaction of these passions is a trait of animals. 

Some comnentators have mentioned that since the object of sexual 
intercourse is the bearing of children, it would not be permissible to cohabit in 
any way besides the normal method. This is so because other methods are not 
conducive to reproduction. 

THE PERMISSION TO EAT AND DRINK TILL DAWN 

"Eat and drink until the white thread becomes distinct for you from the black thread 
i.e. the thread of dawn." This verse pronounces the permission to eat up to the time 
of dawn during the nights of fasting. The white thread refers to the light of day, 
which is introduced by the break of dawn. The black thread refers to the 
darkness of night. This interpretation was offered by the Holy Prophet 4* & 
jJL. j himself, as reported in" Bukhari", (v.l p.357). 

Sayyidina Sahl bin Sa'd ^ it narrates that initially only the verse "Eat 
and drink until the white thread becomes distinct for you from the black thread, 
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was revealed. The addition of "the thread of dawn" was not then included. Some 
people used to tie a white and a black thread on their legs, and continue eating 
until they could distinguish between the two (One should bear in mind that there 
was no electricity or lights in that time as we know it today. The homes were 
small and even once the light became bright outside, their homes remained dark. 
Therefore, they would eat till it was quite late.) These people understood the 
literal meaning of the verse. Thereafter Allah revealed the addition of "the thread 
of dawn." It was then that they understood that it referred to the day and night. 
[Bukhari.v.l.p.287] 

It is gathered from this discussion that the final time for Sehri (time to eat in 
morning before the fast) is the break of dawn. Since the entire night is 
allowed for cohabitation, it follows that this is also permitted up to dawn. It is 
also understood from this that the state of Janabah (when one is in need of a bath 
after intercourse) does not nullify the fast. 

The next part of the verse concerns the expiry time of the fast. Allah says, 
"Then complete the fast till the night." The night begins with the setting of the sun. 
As soon as the :un goes down it will be time for Iftar (termination of the fast). 
Sayyidina Umar <up &\ reports that the Holy Prophet pJL. 3 a> &\ said, The 
time for lftar sets in when the night approaches from the east,, the day fades 
away in the west and the sun disappears." [Bukhari, v.l, p.262] 

Ruling: It is preferable to break the fast immediately upon the setting of the 
sun just as it is best to eat the Sehri during the last portion of the night [Muslim, 
vX p35t\. However the Sehri should not be delayed so much that one fears that 
dawn has already broken. 

THE VIRTUE OF ITIKAF AND SOME RELATED INJUNCTIONS 

"And do not cohabit with them (your wives) while you are secluded in devotion 
(Itikkf) in the Mosques." Itikaf (Seclusion for mere worship) is a Sunnah of the 
Holy Prophet^L- j <M &\ and is only possible in the Mosque. The appropriate 
niyyah (intention) for Itikaf has to be made, without which whatever time spent 
in the Mosque (Masjid) will not be regarded as Itikaf To remain in Itikaf during 
the prescribed nights, will facilitate remaining awake on the night of Qadr and 
engaging in Ibadah (worship). In Itikaf a person's contact with Allah's creation 
diminishes, by virtue of which complete attention can be focussed on Allah 
alone. A person Is mentally and physically engrossed in devotions, engaging the 
body and tongue. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up Ai reports that the Holy Prophet <ip &\ 
r L j would remain in Itikaf for ten days during every Ramadhan. In his final 
Ramadhan, he remained in Itikaf for twenty days. [Bukhari v.l, p.274] 

Sayyidina Ubayy bin Ka'b said that the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up 2bi J^> 

would always perform Itikaf for ten days every year. It once occurred that he 
w as unable to perform it, so the following year he remained in Itikaf for twenty 
days [Abu Dawvd, v.l, p.334] It also happened that once he remained for twenty 
da ys in Itikaf during the month of Shawal. [Ibid.] 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ ii reports that the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 &\ 
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said with regarc to I'tikaf "It prevents one from sins and accrues for him the 
reward of performing all good deeds." [Ibn Majah, p. 127] 

Whether by day or night, it is prohibited for a person in Itikaf to cohabit 
with his wife or even to touch her lustfully. Should he engage in intercourse with 
her, his Itikaf will be nullified. He may only touch her if there is no lu st 
Sayyidah Aysha l^p ii narrates that, while in Itikaf, the Holy Prophet <uU ^ 
pJL-j would allow her to wash his hair. Another narration mentions that she used 
to comb his hair. [Bukhari, v.l, p.272] 

She also narrates that the person in Itikaf may only enter his house [leave 
the Mosque (Mr sjid)] for the purpose of relieving himself. [Ibid.] This refers to 
using the toilet. Since a person is able to eat and drink in the Mosque, he will not 
be permitted to leave its precincts for this purpose. 

The person who remains in Itikaf and spends his nights in worship will 
receive the blessings and virtue of the night of Qadr. Allah says in the Qur an, 
"The night of Qadr is better than a thousand months." For this reason a person 
should always search for this night, especially during the last odd numbered 
nights of Ramadhan. A thousand months is equivalent to 83 years and four 
months. Therefore, earning such a great reward for just a few moments toil, is 
indeed a great blessing. For this reason, the Holy Prophet jJL-j ^ &\ said, 
"Only that person will be deprived of the good of this night who is a complete 
loser. ["Mishkdtul Masabih" p. 173] 

Another hadith states that all the sins of that person will be forgiven, who, 
with full convic-ion in its rewards, spends the night of Qadr in optional (Nafl) 
Salah. [Bukhari, v.l, p. 270] 

A DISCUSSION ON THE NAFL (OPTIONAL) FASTS 

Whomsoever does any good act of his own will, then this is surely best for him," 
This verse encourages the performance of all optional (Nafl) acts, and is 
mentioned within the presiding discussion of fasting. The general usage of terms 
would include any optional action. Allah is most benevolent and rewards every 
action a minimum often fold. 

THE SIX FASTS AFTER EID 

Sayyidina Abu Ayyub Ansari ^ & narrates that the Holy Prophet & J~* 
(J-jUp said, "The person who fasted during Ramadhan, then follows it up with 
six fasts in the month of Shawal, will receive the reward (of fasting for the entire 
year. Should he do this every year he will receive the reward) of fasting for his 
entire lifetime/' {Muslim, v.l, p. 369] 

After observing the fasts of Ramadhan, an additional six fasts will total 3o 
which is equivalent to 360 in the sight of Allah (because Allah rewards even 
action a minimum of ten fold), in this way, its observance every year will amouifc 
to fasting the entire year, every year; therefore one's entire lifetime. Even'i 
Ramadhan has 29 days, lnsha Allah, Allah will still accord the person the reward . 
of a whole year because every Muslim would have kept the thirtieth fast had , 
arrived. 
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FASTING EVERY MONDAY AND THURSDAY 

Much virtue has been narrated concerning fasting of Mondays and on 
Thursdays. Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ &\ reports that the Holy Prophet i»i J^> 
j^* Up said. "Man's actions are presented (before Allah) every Monday and 
Thursday. Therefore I like my actions to be presented while I am in the state of 
fasting." [Tirmidhi, v.l, p. 329] 

FASTING DURING THE DAYS OF 'BIDH' 

There is much virtue in the fasting of these days called 'Bidh They are the 
13th, 14th and 15th of every month. Sayyidina Abu Dharr 2n\ narrates that 
the Holy Propru t jJL. 3 Up ii said, "When you fast three days month, then 
observe them on the 13th, 14th and 15th days." [Tirmidhi. v.l, p.133] The Holy 
Prophet jJ-j Aip iii also instructed the observance of the fast on these days. 
[UaSa'i, v.l, p.329] 

THE FAST OF ASHURA (10TH OF MUHARRAM) 

Bukhari (v.l p.268) records a hadith wherein Sayyidah Aysha l^p &\ says, 
"During the per od of ignorance, the Quraish used to fast on the day of Ashura. 
When the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ arrived in Madinah, he also observed this 
fast and instructed the companions (Sahaba) ^ & to do the same. When the 
fasts of Ramadhan became obligatory, the compulsion of the fast of Ashura no 
longer remained. Thereafter, whoever wished to fast on that day fasted and 
whoever did not wish to, did not fast." 

It is learnt from this hadith that the fast of Ashura was strictly ordained 
even before that of Ramadhan. It was only upon the obligatory of Ramadhan that 
its compulsion was revoked, making it optional. In a hadith of Muslim, the Holy 
Prophet (JL. j aJp .ii said, "I am convinced that Allah will forgive the sins of an 
entire year that has passed, as well as those of an entire year still to come, in lieu 
of the fast of the day of Arafah (the ninth of Dhul Hijjah). I am also convinced 
that Allah will forgive the sins of an entire year that has passed, for observing the 
fast of Ashura." 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah & narrates that the Holy Prophet Up & 
jX-j said, "The best of fasts after the fasts of Ramadhan are those of Muharram 
(i.e. the first ten days of Muharram), which is Allah's month. The best of all Salah 
after the obligatory (Fardh) Salah is that of the night (i.e. Tahajjud) [Muslim, v.l, 
p.366]. According to Allama Tiebi Up &\ <^ Jf the fast of Muharram, mentioned in 
the hadith, refers to that of Ashura as well as those of this entire month. 

Referring tc the month of Muharram as Allah's month is merely to indicate 
its auspiciousneis, since every month is Allah's. Sayyidina Ibn Abbas & 
narrates that the Holy Prophet pJL- 3 Up &\ JL* instructed the observance of the 
ninth and the tenth of Muharram fasts so as to contradict the practice of the Jews 
(who only fastec. on the 10th). [Tirmidhi, v.l, p.122] 

Sheikh Ibn Humam u* s &\ i^j mentions that the fast on the 10 th of Muharram 
is preferable (Mustahab), so too is it to fast a day prior (9th) or a day after (11th). 

fast only on 'he day of Ashura (10th) is Makruh (reprehensible) because it is 
a n emulation of che practice of the Jews. [Mirqat] 
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FASTING DURING THE FIRST TEN DAYS OF DHUL HIJJ AH 

The virtue of fasting during the ninth day of Muharram has already been 
mentioned. To frst on each of the first ten days also holds great merit. Sayyidina 
Ibn Abbas <up i: narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up At JL» said, "The 
actions of the fh st ten days of Dhul Hijjah are superior than those of any other 
days." The companions A\ enquired, "Even superior to Jihad (religious 
war) in Allah's path?" the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up Ai replied, "Yes, even Jihad 
(religious war) in Allah's path is not superior to the actions of these days, except 
that a person go^s out in the path of Allah with his life and wealth, then returns 
with none of these." [Bukhari, v.l, p. 132] 

The mothei of the believers, Sayyidina Hafsa Ai narrates that the 
Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up As JU would never miss the fasts of Ashura, the ten days of 
Dhul Hijjah (excluding the tenth), and three days every month. 

LESSON: The ninth day of Dhul Hijjah is the day which all those 
performing Hajj proceed to Arafah. From after Zuhr up to sunset they are to be 
engaged in prayer (Du'a). For this reason it would be better for them not to fast 
on this day. Even the Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 Up &\ did not fast on this day when 
he performed hi\> Hajj. [Bukhari" v.l, p.267." Muslim" vll, p.397] 

LESSON: A person will be rewarded for any optional (Nafl) action, be it 
fasting, Salah, dhikr, hajj or umrah. However, it is of paramount importance that 
these actions be performed in accordance with the directives and principles of 
the Shari'ah. There is such great merit ih fasting optionally that the Holy Prophet 
jJL-j Up &\ said, "Allah will place such a distance between Hell (Jahannam) and 
the person who fasts in the path of Allah (i.e. for the pleasure of Allah), which 
equals the distance a person will walk in seventy years." (i.e. This person will 
never enter hell.) 

The phrase "in the path of Allah" would commonly refer to Jihad (religious 
war), for which r?ason Imam Bukhari Up &\ i^j included this hadith in the chapter 
of Jihad (religious war). However, many commentators of hadith have interpreted 
it to mean one who fasts "for the pleasure of Allah". Both meanings have been 
recorded in "Fat hul Bari" (v.l pAS). A person should continue observing optional 
(Nafl) fasts as long as it does not weaken one's ability to carry out the obligatory 
duties, nor the earning of lawful (haldl) means for one's family. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Amr Ibnul As ^ & used to fast perpetually and 
spend entire nights in Salah. The Holy Prophet pJL. j Up &\ JU> advised him saying, 
"Do not behave \n this manner. Fast at times, and do not fast sometimes. Perform 
salah at night and sleep as well. Your body, your eyes, your wife and your guests 
all have a right upon you. The best of fasts is that of Sayyidina Dawud 
He would fast a day, then skip a day (i.e. fast every alternate day)." [Bukhari, v.l, 
p.265] 

FIVE DAYS IN THE YEAR WHEN FASTING IS PROHIBITED 

In total there are five days every year when fasting is unlawful (haratn)- 
They are the days of Eidul Fitr (1st of Shawal) and the 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th of 
Dhul Hijjah. These four days of Dhul Hijjah are called Ayamut Tashriq (the daf 
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ofTashnq). The Holy Prophet jJL-j said that these days are days of eating, 

drinking and remembering Allah. [Muslim, v.l, p.260] 

A hadith is narrated in Bukhari (v.l p.267) from Sayyidina Abu Musa 
as well as Sa/yidina Abu Hurairah <u* & that the Holy Prophet <ip JU> 
jUj prohibited l asting on the days of Eidul Fitr and Eidul Adha (10th of Dhul 
tfijjah). Although the remembrance (Dhikr) of Allah is imperative at all times, 
special importance should be accorded to it on the days of Tashriq. 

Ruling: A v^oman whose husband is at home cannot observe optional (Nafl) 
fasts without his consent. With regard to the obligatory (Fardh) (Ramadhan) fasts, 
his consent is net required. In this case, even if he refuses she should fast, since 
the obligations (-ardidh) of Allah supersedes everything else. 

OBSERVING OPTIONAL (NAFL) FASTS EVERY DAY IS NOT A 
PRAISEWORTHY ACT 

There have been many people who fast daily. This is not an act of merit 
since the Holy Prophet ^JL. j &\ said, "The person who is always fasting has 
not really fasted/' [Bukhari v.l, p.265] 

It is stated ;n another hadith that he has neither fasted nor has he not fasted 
i.e. did not make iftar [Muslim, v.l, p. 367]. The reason is that by fasting every day 
the body grows accustomed to not eating. It is then as if eating times were 
merely adjusted. 

THE BEST OF FASTS 

The best of all fasts is to fast every alternate day. This was the practice of the 
prophet, Sayyidina Dawud <v>LJ Up. The Holy Prophet jJL. _> Up iwi said that 
there was no fast superior to that of Sayyidina Dawud ^LJ\ Up [Muslim, v.l, p. 367]. 
According to another narration he said that no fast was more virtuous than this. 

{Bukhari, v.l, p. 765] 

THE PROHIBITION OF TRANSGRESSING THE LIMITS SET BY 
ALLAH 

'These are tae limits imposed by Allah, so approach them not." This order has 
been mentioned after the various injunctions which stipulated the obligation of 
fasting, the concession granted to the ill and the traveller, the beginning and 
terminating times of the fast, and the prohibition of the person in I'tikaf to 
cohabit with his wife. All of these constitute the limitations set by Allah. These 
must be adherea to and may not be violated. No person should adopt any action 
which will serve- to nulling his fast or his I'tikaf. No person is allowed to miss, 
nor break a fas': without a valid excuse that is acceptable in the Islamic laws 
(Shari'ah). 

The instruction not to even approach these restrictions point to the fact that 
n o action must be performed which will cause the fast to be put to waste in any 
w ay. Neither should the Sehri (food taken by muslims a little before dawn 
during the Ramadhan) be delayed until the break of dawn, nor should the Iftar 
(termination of che fast) be so hastened that one eats before sunset. A fasting 
Person must also not place anything into his mouth that may be swallowed, nor 
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be excessive ir putting water into his nostrils while performing Wudhu 
(ablution). The Holy Prophet pL-j Op i»i had mentioned, "Do be thorough 
when putting water into your nostrils, except when you are fasting." [Abu Dawud] 

The use of the twig (Miswdk) has been established from the Ahadith, but 
other methods of oral hygiene have been classified as being reprehensible when 
fasting because of the possibility of something entering the throat. 



(188) Do not f ilsely devour the wealth of each other, taking it to the judges so 
that you may sinfully consume a bit of people's wealth while you are fully 
aware of it. 



THE PROHIBITION FOR EATING THE WEALTH OF OTHERS 
THROUGH UNLAWFUL MEANS 



This verse declares that it is forbidden to acquire the wealth of other people 
by unlawful means, and then utilising the same. During Ramadhan a person is 
not allowed to consume even lawful (halal) things, so in this verse, which follows 
immediately after the mention of Ramadhan, he is instructed never to consume 
things that are unlawful (haram), not during Ramadhan nor at any other time. 

The clause 'falsely" has been stipulated to exclude all legitimate means of 
gaining another's wealth e.g. Things that have been gifted to one, or profits 
earned through lawful trade, or anything acquired by legal inheritance. All these 
are earned lawfully and are lawful (halal). There exists numerous ways of 
acquiring wealth illegally, some of which have been mentioned in the discussion 
of the verse, "Oh people, eat of the lawful and wholesome things of the earth" (Verse 
168). In this particular verse, one method is described whereby the wealth of 
people is usurped. This is by exploitation of the legal system, which can assume 
various forms. 



THE WEALTH OF ANOTHER PERSON CANNOT BECOME LAWFUL 
BY THE VERDICT OF A MAGISTRATE 



One of the methods whereby wealth is usurped by means of the legal 
system is when someone lays a false claim to someone's property. When the 
matter is referred to a court, the claimant bribes the magistrate to pronounce the 
Judgment in his favour. 

Another method involves a person who fabricates a false document or 
witness by whicji Judgment is passed in his favour. Yet another way this is done 
is when certain unjust laws of a country which contravene those of Shari'ah are 
utilized to expropriate another's property. An example of this is the law in a 
certain countriei which state that only sons inherit, while daughters receive 
nothing from the estate. Consequently, the sons of a deceased person, using this 
law, secure their sole shares, depriving their sisters. 
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Another example of this application is where the law of a country stipulates 
that the wealth of certain people should be forcefully expropriated and given to 
others. In all th ?se situations, the wealth of the oppressed person will not be 
j a vvful (haldl) for the oppressor. Besides these, there are still many more 
example Those people who understand the devices of lawsuits and deception 
utilize these to illegally acquire the property of others. 

People whc acquire the wealth of others through these unjust decisions of a 
magistrate cannjt consider their ill-gotten gains to be lawful (haldl). They will 
suffer the grievoas consequences and resultant chastisement in this world and in 
the Hereafter. They should not be content that they had procured this wealth 
through a Tegal channel. They should bear in mind that the Judge of the Last 
Day will hear their case. 

Sayyidah Umm Salama i^p ii narrates that the Holy Prophet U* isi ju> 
juj said, T am only human. You present your disputes before me while it is 
possible that some of you are more proficient in contesting your case than others. 
I may pass Judgment in their favour according to what is presented before me. 
(This verdict mpy be erroneous). Therefore, the person in whose favour I passed 
Judgment should not consider the property of his brother as being lawful for 
him. It will be a spark of hell which I have decreed in his favour." [Bukhari. v.2, 
pM2] 

The meanir g of this hadith is that if someone presented a false case before 
the Holy Propht t <JL- j Up ibi and wa^ extremely proficient in its presentation, 
the verdict may have been issued in his favour although the property thus 
procured was in actual fact not his. It was thus incorrect for him to consider this 
property lawful, thinking it to be the decision of the Holy Prophet (JL- 3 Up JU. 

In another hadith the Holy Prophet ,0- j Up isi J-^ has said, "The person who 
unlawfully claims the property of anothers, is not from amongst us and should 
prepare his abode in Hell/' [Muslim, v.l p.57] 

The Holy Prophet pL- 3 Up ibi says in another hadith, "The person who 
appropriates the wealth of another by means of a false oath, will meet Allah on 
the Day of Judgment in such a way that Allah's wrath will be upon them." 

[Bukhari, v.2, p. 987, Muslim v.l p. 80] 

"A portion of people's wealth" It is understood from this verse that not only is 
it prohibited tc unlawfully seize the wealth of Muslims but it is equally 
forbidden to usarp the wealth of non-Muslims. The infidel (kafir) living in a 
Muslim state is farmed "Dhimmi". It is incumbent upon every Muslim to protect 
the life and property of this person. It is forbidden to expropriate his wealth in 
any way. 




(189) They ask you concerning the new moon. Tell them that it is a stipulation 
of time for the people and the Hajj. Virtue is not that you enter your homes from 
the back, but virtue is of that person who possesses piety (taqwa). And enter 
your homes from their doors and fear Allah so that you may be successful. 

THE REASON FOR THE WAXING AND WANING OF THE MOON 

The exegeses of "Durrul Manthur" (v.l p.203) narrates a hadith wherein 
Sayyidina Mu'adh bin Jabal and Tha'laba bin Anamma <up &\ asked the Holy 
Prophet (Jl-j a> <»\ JU, "How does the waxing and the waning of the moon occur? 
Initially it appears to be a narrow thread whereafter it steadily grows and 
becomes round. Then it gradually diminishes to return to its original size. It was 
in reply to this question that the above verse was revealed. 

This verse explains that the various phases of the moon assist man in 
calculating time as well as the season of Hajj. By means of this phenomenon, we 
determine when to fast and when women should observe their Iddah (period of 
seclusion after 'he death of a husband). Financial transactions may also be 
stipulated and correctly dated by means of the phases of the moon. 

THE RELIANCE OF THE SHARI'AH UPON THE LUNAR 
CALENDAR 

The Islamic laws (Shari'ah) of Islam relies upon the lunar calendar for its 
various applications. A person in possession of nisab (the minimum wealth 
possessed by a person to qualify him for payment of zakah) has to pay his zakah 
upon the expiry of the lunar year. He may not pay according to the solar year 
because then he would be missing a year's payment every 36 years. This is due to 
the fact that the solar calendar is 10 days longer the lunar calendar. 

A woman whose husband passes away should spend four months and ten 
days in Iddah. Similarly, a divorced woman who has not yet experienced 
menstruation (o- a woman past her menopause) should observe an Iddah of 
three months. Ir each of the above; cases, the Iddah is to be determined by the 
lunar calendar. 

The fasts o; Ramadhan are also calculated by the lunar calendar because 
Ramadhan is one of the twelve lunar months. In a like manner, Eid is also 
identified by the sighting of the moon. Sayyidina Ibn Umar ^ & narrates that 
the Holy Prophet pL*j 4* ii JL* said, "Begin fasting (in Ramadhan) by sighting 
the moon and te rminate the fasts by its sighting, if you do not see the moon then 
complete the fas's for 30 days." [Muslim, v.l, p.347] 

Hajj takes place on the 9th of Dhul Hijjah, while the sacrificing of animals 
occurs on the 10th, 11th and 12th. All these dates are determined by the lunar 
calendar. It is for this reason that much importance should be attributed to the 
documenting and determining of these months. To do so is adequate obligation 
Fardh Kifaya (that obligation which if some members of the community do, 
others will be excused). 

THE ADDITIONAL EASE OFFERED BY CALCULATION USING 
THE LUNAR CALENDAR 

By using the lunar calendar in religious matters, additional ease and 
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simplicity are created. When the moon is sighted as a small line on the western 
horizon, it is realised that the month has begun. After a few days, when it 
illuminates throughout the night, then it is understood that this is the middle of 
the month. FinaHy when the moon wanes towards the eastern horizon, becoming 
unnoticed for a -ew nights, one gathers from this that the month is drawing to a 
close. 

If the various forms of worship were to be determined by the solar calendar, 
only those with the relevant knowledge of astronomy would be able to deduce 
one month from another. It would then be necessary for every person to have a 
calendar or arm-mac. Besides this, everyone will then be required to remember 
which months Lave more days and which have fewer. This would prove to be 
too difficult for the common man. Another point to consider would be that 
calendars cannot be printed in every town nor can they be made available to 
every home. 

It is simple for every person to determine the months by means of lunar 
phases. On the ciher hand, the sun rises and sets in the same manner every day 
and every season, making it impossible to determine the different months in this 
manner. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v. 2, p.71) writes that this question posed by 
the Companions was based upon the same question which was posed 

to them by the Jews. From the wording of the question, the possibility exists that 
they either wished to know about the wisdom behind the lunar phases or about 

its causes. 

If their question concerned the wisdom behind the waxing and waning of 
the moon, then the verse offers an apt reply. Its wisdom is that people come to 
know of the times and appointed hours of the various acts of worship. If the 
moon had been unchanging like the sun, this would have been extremely 

difficult. 

If, however their question concerned the causes behind these lunar phases, 
then the reply k not a direct one, but one of inner wisdom. In this case, it will 
mean that you should ask something of relevance to you. Knowing exactly what 
natural processes come into operation during these lunar cycles is of no real 
benefit to a person. The question that should be asked is what is the wisdom and 
benefits of this phenomenon. Consequently, the answer to this question of 
relevance is given. 

With regar 1 to the physical causes of the lunar phases, much has been 
recorded. Many mathematical and scientific books contain the hypotheses and 
theories of both the ancient philosophers as well as modern scientists. None of 
these theories have been confirmed by the Qur'an or the Ahadith, nor are they 
relevant to any aspect of Din (religion). 

Many peopie exert themselves to acquire the knowledge of astronomy and 
research the heavenly bodies by means of all the latest instruments. They 
consider themselves to be very learned, feeing extremely proficient in 
^'temporary sciences. Many are even awarded honorary degrees by heads of 
1 es All these people not only fail to worship the Creator and Owner of all 
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these things, but they even fail to believe in His very existence. The mode 0 f 
reply used in this verse serves to admonish these kinds of people. It tells them 
that they are engrossed in learning about the physical causes of things, while it i s 
necessary for them to pay attention to the great Creator of all of these causes. 

THE INSTRUCTION NOT TO ENTER HOMES FROM THE BACK 

After answering the question regarding the moon, reference is made to a 
practice prevalent during the period of ignorance. Bukhari (v. 2 p. 648) reports from 
Sayyidina Bara bin Azib & that during the period of ignorance, it was 
customary amongst the Arabs to enter their homes from the back whenever they 
intended to perform Hajj. This verse was revealed with reference to this viz 
"Virtue is not tha you enter your homes from the back" 

. In the chapters on Umrah (v.l p. 242), Imam Bukhari Up ii a^j reports that the 
Ansar {the tribes ofAws and Khazraj) would never enter their homes from the front 
doors after Hajj, but they would make a hole in the back wall of the house and 
enter from there. It once transpired that when a certain person of the Ansar 
entered his house from the front door after Hajj, he was taunted. It was on this 
occasion that this verse was revealed. 

IT IS AN INNOVATION (BID'AH) TO ATTRIBUTE ANY SIN OR 
REWARD FOR AN ACTION INITIATED BY ONESELF | 

These people considered it an act of virtue and great reward to enter their 
homes from the back. However, Allah refuted this perception of theirs, 1 
denouncing it as an act of vice and not virtue because virtue is to abstain from 
those acts that Allah has forbidden. It is an act of clear deviation to contradict the 
laws of Allah and then to adhere to something which one has fabricated, 
thinking that the re are great rewards in this. 

To attribute virtue to, or to consider as necessary any act that has not beer 
ordained as such by Allah, is innovation (Bid' ah). This is a sinful act just as it is 
sinful to forbid any act which has been sanctioned by the Shari'ah. To enter ones 
home from the front door is an action that is totally permitted by the Shari'ah 
Therefore, it will be sinful to consider it a vice to enter from the front door and to 
sanction only the breaking down of one's back wall for entry. For this reason, 
their incorrect belief and practice were rejected in this verse. At the end Allah 
advises, "And fear Allah so that you may be successful" Adhere to His 
commandments and do not alter them. 

A DEDUCTION DRAWN BY ALLAMA JASSAS Up At a*, 

In "Ahkamal Qur'an" (v.l, p.256) Allama Jassas Up &\ ^ writes that the 
principle derived from this verse is that those actions which have not W 
ordained by Allim as acts of reward and have not been encouraged by Him can 
never become such by the dictates of anyone. It can never be deemed a part 0 * 
Din (religion) nor a means of gaining proximity to Allah. None should hold the 
belief that it is a part of Din (religion) either. An example is that the Holy Prop^ 
jjLj Up ibi JL* prohibited total silence during the entire day, since the Shari'ah ° { 
Islam does not sa nction a fast of silence. Once the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up & 
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a person standing in the sun and enquired from the Companions (Sahdbah) 
^ what the ma tter was. They replied that that person had vowed not to speak, 
nor to take any shade. The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 ifci J^> instructed him to take 
some shade. 



Sj2 v ^ fy^j $ j% & fy \& $ $ i]> 4^ 

(190) Fight in the path of Allah those people who fight you, but do not 
transgress. Verily Allah loves not the transgressors. (191) Slay them wherever 
you find them, and drive them out of the places whence they drove you out, for 
certainly corruption is worse than killing. Do not fight them at the sacred 
Mosque (Mas Jd) unless they fight you therein. If they fight you, then slay them 
as well. Such is the retribution of the disbelievers. (192) If they desist, then 
surely Allah *s Most Forgiving, Most Merciful (193) Continue fighting them 
until there exysts no corruption and the Din (religion) is only for Allah. Should 
they desist, thin let there be no hostilities except upon the oppressors. 

THE ORDER TO FIGHT IN ALLAH'S WAY AND EMPHASIS TO 
ABSTAIN FROM ANY OPPRESSION AND TRANSGRESSION 

During the sixth year after migration (Hijrah), the Holy Prophet ^ &\ 
ri-j, accompanied by the Companions ^ & ^ Jf left Madinah to perform 
Umrah. Upon approaching MakJkah, they were stopped by the Infidels (kuffdr) at 
a place called Hudaybiyyah. They were not allowed to enter Makkah and, after 
much altercation, a treaty was formulated which was to be put in effect for ten 
years. One of th* clauses agreed upon was that the Muslims will not performed 
Umrah that year, but return the following year when they were only given three 
days to do so. 

This was in the month of Dhul Qa'dah. Consequently, the following year, in 
the same month the Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 Up it ju» returned to perform the missed 
Umrah. In those days, fighting was prohibited during four months of the year, 
Dhul Qa'dah being one of them. 

} A narration is recorded in 'Lubabun Nuqul" wherein Sayyidina Abdullah 
j^n Abbas <up & S ays that the above verses were revealed when the Holy 

ro phet pL.j a> iui in the seventh year after Hijrah, proceeded to Makkah to 
Perform the mis ;ed Umrah. The Companions (Sahdba) ^ & were concerned 

at the Infidels (kuffdr) may dishonour the treaty and not allow the Muslims 
e % into Makkah and that this would incite them to start a battle. They feared 
since it was one of the months in which fighting was forbidden, they would 
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be unable to defend themselves and thus suffer defeat. It was then that Allah 
revealed this above verses permitting battle. 

Allah informs the Muslims that they may fight anyone who fights against 
them, but with the precondition not to be being hostile, since Allah does not like 
those who transgress. Everything in the Shari'ah of Islam has prescribed limits 
principles and etiquette. The art of warfare also has the same. Sayyidina Hasan 
Basri ^ i»i jl*^, commenting on the verse "and do not transgress/' says that that its 
general reference includes all things which are commonly prohibited in warfare 
Examples of theie are the mutilation of bodies (severing limbs and organs from 
the dead body, thereby disfiguring it), misappropriating the booty, killing 0 f 
women, children and old people who are neither actively involved in the 
fighting, nor offering counsel with regard to the battle. It is also not permitted to 
kill monks, or burn vegetation without reason. [Tafsir Ibn Kathir, v.l, p. 266] 

A hadith of Muslim (v.2, p. 82) reports that whenever the Holy Prophet &\ 
^LjUp dispatched an army, he would issue special instructions to the leader. He 
would tell him to fear Allah and to be good to his subordinates. He would 
further instruct him to fight, in the name of Allah, only those people who refuse 
to accept Allah and not to misappropriate the booty. He should not deceive 
mutilate, nor kih any child. 

Some narrations report that a woman was once killed in a battle. When the j 
Holy Prophet f JLj Up ii ^ received intelligence of this, he issued strict 
instructions that no woman or child be killed. [Muslim, v.2, p.84] 

"Slay them wherever you find them, and drive them out of the places whence tkj 
drove you out" This makes reference to the Polytheists forcing the Muslims to 
migrate from Makkah to Madinah. 

SPREADING OF CORRUPTION IS WORSE THAN KILLING 

"And corruption is worse than killing." In this context corruption refers tc 
Polytheism (shirk). The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.2, p. 75) writes that the- 
thought passed through the minds of the Muslims that they cannot kill to' 
idolaters in the precincts of the Haram (sacred area around the Ka'ba where 
killing is prohitited) out of reverence for it. Allah, in this verse, draws thei* 
attention to the fact that these idolaters perpetrate a much more severe Time 
than this within the very same unlawful (haram) i.e. the crime of Polytheism 
(shirk). For this reason, the Muslim should not hesitate to fight if the occasion 
arises. 

FIGHTING IN DEFENCE 

"Do not fight them at the sacred Mosque unless they fight you therein? Jftheyfii 
you, then slay them as well. Such is the retribution of the disbelievers." This ve?* 
prohibits the Muslims from initiating a fight within the precincts of the Masji* 
Haram. No fight is to be started here unless the enemy themselves begin 
fight. Should they choose to violate the sanctity of the Masjidul Haram/ 
Muslims should fight back. 

"If they desist, then surely Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful" ^ 
polytheists desist from their polytheism and disbelief and accept Islam (th env 



stopping to fight the Muslims), then Allah will most certainly accept their 
penitence and forgive them. 

TILL WHEN SHOULD FIGHTING CONTINUE? 

"Continue fighting them until there exists no corruption and the Din (religion) is 
only for Allah/' In this verse, the necessity, object and end result of war are 
outlined. The worst of sins are Infidelity (Kufr) and Polytheism (shirk) which 
constitute rebellion against Allah, The Creator. To eradicate these, Muslims are 
required to wage war until there exists none of it in the world, and the only 
religion is that of Allah. 

In a narration of Bukhari, (v.l, p.8), the Holy Prophet <X* 3 a> &\ said, "I 
have been instructed to continue fighting until people accept 'La Ilaha Illallah'. 
Once they have attested to this, they have secured their lives and property 
against me. However, should the enforcement of any law of Islam require their 
lives or properties, the matter rests with Allah/' (Should any person accept Islam, 
the Muslims would know only his verbal attestation. What his heart conceals, is a 
matter only known by Allah besides Whom none can verify the condition of any 
person's heart.) 

WHAT INTENTION IS REQUIRED FOR FIGHTING? 

The verse in which the need for Jihad (religious war) is outlined also serves to 
inform the Muslims as to what intention they should possess when fighting in 
Allah's way. The reason for Jihad (religious war) is to eradicate the world of 
infidelity (Kufr) and Polytheism (shirk). Therefore the Muslim fighting in Jihad 
(religious war) should intend the same. He should make the intention to elevate 
the religion of Allah ridding the world of all rebellion. The person who can truly 
be regarded as a fighter in Allah's cause is the one who intends to elevate the 
word of Allah. 

Once a person came to the Holy Prophet pJL. 3 and asked, "A person 

fights to acquire the spoils of war, while another fights for fame, and another to 
display his valour. Which of the three is considered to be fighting in the path of 
Allah. Prophet .jJL- j Up ibt replied, 'The person who fights for the word of 
Allah to reign supreme is in the path of Allah." [Bukhari, vl, p.394] 

LESSON: With regard to the idolaters of Arabia, the law is that they either 
accept Islam or Jihad (religious war) is waged against them. Besides them, other 
nations have another alternative to protect their lives and wealth. This alternative 
is the payment of the atonement (Jizya), which will allow them to live as non- 
Muslims in the Muslim state. The payment of atonement (Jizya) is mentioned in 
^rah Bara'ah as a mean's of preventing Jihad (religious war). In the above verse, 
however, no me ition of atonement (Jizya) is made since the verse pertains to the 
poiytheists (Mushriks) of Arabia. The possibility also exists that the law of 
at °nernent (Jizya) was ordained some time after the revelation of the verse under 
Hussion. 

HHAD (RELIGIOUS WAR) AS A MEANS OF SUPPRESSING 
CORRUPTION 



And fight them until no corruption exists" This verse makes it clear that the 
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object of Jihad Religious war) is to exterminate corruption. The word corruption 
is used in a v?ry wide sense, the worst of which is infidelity (Kufr) and 
Polytheism (shir 1 :). Besides this, the corruption of irreligiousness and sinfulness 
continue to rear their ugly heads. It is often witnessed that wars occur between 
Muslims, where it is difficult to judge which party is in the right. Sometimes 
involvement in such a conflict only serves to increase the existing animosity. p 0r 
this reason, the intelligent Muslim who is concerned about the Hereafter does 
not participate hi such skirmishes. 

Bukhari, [v.2, p.648] reports that two people came to Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Umar ^ iu\ ^> during the time when battles raged between the armies of 
Abdullah bin Zubair ^ ^ and Hajjaj bin Yusuf. Both of them said, "People an 
being killed on both sides while you the son of Sayyidina Umar ^ & and a 
companion of the Holy Prophet ^LjUpii^ take no part in it." Sayyidina Abdullah 
bin Umar ^ i»i replied, " Verily Allah has prohibited the killing of a Muslim 
brother. (How can I then participate in these battles when the possibility exists thai I 
wrongfully kill a Muslim brother?)" The two asked, "Did Allah not say, and fight 
them until there exists no corruption"? " Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar ^ i\ ^ 
told them, 'We fought the enemies of Islam until no corruption existed and 
religion was omy for Allah. Now you people wish to fight until corruption is 
reestablished and religion remains for all except Allah. (Therefore your fighting 
is not for Allah, <,o how can I participate in your battles?)" 

Nowadays many battles are fought. Numerous individuals and groups 
claiming to defend Islam, engage in battle because of feudal reasons and because 
of the instigatio i of the enemies of Islam. As a result, the lives of Muslims are 
lost in great numbers. Not only is the murder of a Muslims Haram (which will 
cause a person much chastisement in the Hereafter) but these wars serve to 
strengthen the enemies of Islam, as well as weaken Islam itself. This is the very 
corruption which prevented Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar &\ from 
participating in these fights. Every Muslim should well understand these words 
of Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar i»t and not place themselves on the 
receiving end of the punishment of this world and the Hereafter. 

IT IS NOT PERMISSIBLE TO KILL THE POLYTHEIST (MUSHRIK) 
WHO ACCEPTS ISLAM 

"Should they desist, then let there be no hostilities except upon the oppressors,' 
This verse serves to inform that in the event of an idolater accepting Islam, he 
cannot be killec:. Should a Muslim kill him, the killer will be considered an 
oppressor and become deserving of punishment since this is the appropriate 
manner of dealing with oppressors. 

Another interpretation of this verse is that if a polytheist (Mushrik) accept 
Islam, then no hostility should be shown to him. Hostile behaviour is to 6? 
reserved for those who are truly oppressive by being adamant about thef 
infidelity (Kufr) and Polytheism (shirk). 

Baydawi ^ in (v. 1, p. 134) of his tafsir writes that no transgress^ 

should be shown to those who desist from infidelity (Kufr) and Polytheis- 
(shirk), since such behaviour is only appropriate for those who are , 
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oppressive. Should the Muslim behave in this manner he would become the 
oppressor, havirg the tables turned against him. 

It is recorded in the book "Ma'alimun Nuzul" (v.l, p. 163) that if these people 
accept Islam, then they should neither be seized, nor imprisoned, nor killed. This 
treatment is only for those who remain firm in their Polytheism (shirk). 

The literal meaning of the Arabic word "Udwan" is 'to transgress or 'exceed 
the bounds/ (Therefore, those Polytheists who accept Islam should not be shown 
any behaviour that constitutes a transgression of the legal bounds.) This word is 
used in the ver^e merely to depict the behaviour which is applicable to those 
who choose to remain firm upon Polytheism (shirk). It does not mean that this 
person can be treated in a manner that contradicts Islamic legal bounds. It only 
means that he be given the due retribution for his transgression i.e. he may be 
killed in battle. This is as one commonly speaks, "If he hurts you, hurt him back," 
even though this is not always the correct approach. Allah says in the Qur'an, 
"The retribution for an evil act is a similar act of evil." 



£J iii £>1 V^iA^tj 5&t texJS 

(194) A sacred month for a sacred month, and things of sanctity are things of 
retaliation. So whoever transgresses against you, you transgress against him in 
the same manner as he had transgressed against you. Fear Allah and know that 
verily Allah is with those who fear Him. 

THE ANSWER TO THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE POLYTHEISTS 

The Holy P ophet ^JL. j Up &\ in compliance to the clauses of the Treaty 
of Hudaybiyyah, left for Makkah in the month of Dhul Qa'dah of the seventh 
year after Hijrar . The Muslims felt that both the sanctity of the month and place 
would be violated if the Polytheists did uphold the pledge and (began) to fight. 
With regard to the violation of the sacred place, Allah revealed the verse, "Do not 
fight them at the sacred mosque unless they fight you therein. If they fight you, then slay 
them as well." Thereafter, with regard to the sacred month, Allah revealed this 
verse under discussion. The verse explains that should fighting break out, a 
sacred month shall be in lieu of another sacred month i.e. if the Polytheists 
honour the month and desist from fighting, the Muslims should do likewise. 
However, if thev violate its sanctity and initiate the fight, the Muslims should 
defend themselves accordingly. 

"And things of sanctity are things of retaliation ." This verse means that the 
Muslims should show regard to those who show regard to Allah's sacred tokens, 
ft is now evident that no uneasiness and concern should be expressed because 
&e Being who had stipulated this sanctity (of the Masjidul Haram and the sacred 
Months), has Himself permitted its violation under these extreme circumstances. 

'So whoever transgresses against yoU, you transgress against him in the same 
dinner as he had transgressed against you" This verse was also revealed on the 
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occasion of the completion of the missed Umrah (umratul qadha) when the 
Muslims feared an attack from the Polytheists. Even though the verse referred to 
a specific incident, the words are of a general nature. This outlines a universal 
principle that only that much can be avenged that was inflicted. The person who 
avenges more than this will himself be deemed an oppressor. 

ALLAH IS WITH THOSE WHO FEAR HIM 

"Fear Allah and know that Allah is with those who fear Him." Whether avenging 
a wrong or in any other action, Allah should be feared in all circumstances. A 
person should never venture to do anything prohibited by Allah, since those 
who have fear only for Him hold an esteemed position. This position is the 
constant companionship of Allah Himself When a person is tempted to indulge 
in any sinful act, then abstains due to the prohibition from Allah, he will 
definitely receive its full reward in this world as well as in the Hereafter. 




(195) Spend in the path of Allah, and do not throw your own hands into 
destruction. Do things well, for a certainly Allah loves those who do things well. 

THE PROHIBITION AGAINST THROWING ONESELF INTO 
DESTRUCTION 

A hadith is narrated in the "Mustadrak' of Hakim (v. 3, p. 275) in which 
Sayyidina Abu Imran aJp & says that they were in Constantinople when the 
governor of Egyvt was Sayyidina Uqbah bin Amir it and the governor of j 
Syria was Sayyidina Fudala & ^j. The Roman army prepared an extremely 
large saff (frontline of soldiers) while the Muslim front line soldiers were also 
strong in number. A Muslim penetrated deep into the Roman ranks, then 
returned amongst the Muslims. The other Muslims commented that he was 
throwing himself into destruction (referring to the verse under discussion). , 
Sayyidina Abu Ayub Ansari & told them, "O people, you are interpreting 
this verse incorrectly. (It does not mean that one should not fight the enemy and 
not attack them.) This verse was revealed with regard to the Ansar. When Allah 
granted supremacy to the Din (religion) and people began to flock into the fold of 
Islam, the Ansar thought that they could now remain behind to attend to their 
fields. Allah rejected this decision of ours by revealing this verse, "Spend in tk j 
path of Allah and do not throw your own hands into destruction" From this it was \ 
evident that destruction was to remain at home and tend to one's wealth. We 
thus received the order to fight in Jihad (religious war)." 

Sayyidina Abu Ayyub ^ i»» remained continuously engaged in Jihad 
(religious war) ti/1 his demise. This narration also appears in Tirmidhi (Chapttf 
on Tafsir of Surah Baqarah) with a slight variation. It reports the following 
addition, "we thought that we should remain to attend to our fields and mend the lo$& 
and deficiencies which had occurred to them." Upon this occasion, Allah revealed tto j 
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verse, informing the Muslims that destruction lies in tending to one's wealth and 
neglecting Jihad (religious war) in Allah's path. It is gleaned from this incident 
that Jihad (religious war) should continually be waged against the Infidels (kuffar), 
and one's wealtn should be devoted to spending in His cause. In this lies the 
honour and victory of Islam and the Muslims. Its omission will only lead to 
destruction. 

THE IMPORTANCE AND NECESSITY OF JIHAD (RELIGIOUS WAR) 

The importance of Jihad (religious war) can never be understated. It is a 
source of much honour as well as a procurer of divine aid. By means of this act 
Islam and the Muslims may remain victorious. In the book "Tarikhul Khulafa 
(p.87), a narration of Sayyidina Abu Bakr <up ifci is reported from the Awsat of 
Tibrani. He says that Allah inflicts an all-encompassing punishment upon the 
nation that neglects Jihad (religious war). 

Because the ummah today neglects Jihad (religious war) this punishment can 
be witnessed. Muslims are not interested in jihad (religious \var) nowadays. They 
are either too engrossed in fighting amongst themselves, or fighting merely upon 
the instigation of the enemies of Islam In all their fights, it is merely the spark of 
either nationality or language that incites them. None even considers the 
pleasure of Allah or the upliftment of His Din (religion) as a prerogative. 

Without do'ibt, it is only the enemies of Islam who win. When one enemy 
pitches another against a Muslim country, the Muslims run to these very same 
instigators for a distance, accepting their rulings in all matters. In this way they 
fall into further devastation. No Muslim country today is prepared to act 
practically upon the command of Allah to spend life and wealth in His path. 
Only unto Allah do we turn and only from Him can help be aspired. 

One interpretation of the verse, "and do not throw your own hands into 
destruction," is the one tendered above from the narration of Sayyidina Abu 
Ayyub Ansari &\ ^> Jm However, commentators have mentioned many other 
things which could also be understood from this verse, since the words are of an 
unrestricted nature. These include the prohibition against wasting wealth, 
destroying lawfully earned wealth, committing suicide and carrying out any 
action, whether intentionally or not, wherein lies destruction. The lesson is also 
learned that by spending in those avenues considered obligatory (Fardh) or 
necessary (Wajil), a person may avert destruction. Another important aspect 
gleaned is that one should not remain in sin without repenting, since this would 
entail throwing oneself into destruction. In this way, numerous other situations 
are prohibited bv this verse since they all lead to destruction. 

THE ORDER TO ADOPT THE QUALITY OF IHS AN 

"Do things well, for Allah loves those who do things well. " The word 'ahsinu' is 
derived from the word 'husn' which means something beautiful or good. 
Therefore 'Ihsan' means to accomplish a task in a most beautiful and good 
banner. Every action should be carried out according to its conditions and 
•etiquette. In this way, the quality of 'Ihsan! will be found in the action. 

In the "hadith of Jibril ftLJ\ , when the Holy Prophet ^JL-j ^ & J^> asked 
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him concerning the meaning of 'Ihsdn', he mentioned, 'Ihsdn' is that you worship 
Allah as if you see Him before you. If you are unable to see Him, then verily He 
is seeing you. 

The quality of Ihsan in zakah is that vanity should not be the objective, nor 
should inferior wealth be given. The person being given should not be reminded 
of the favour wnile the donor should spend happily. The complete sum should 
be given away. 

As far as Hajj is concerned, no infractions should occur neither should one 
engage in arguments and disputes. The object should not be for one to make a 
name for oneself When fasting, a person should abstain from backbiting, 
swearing and taunting. Each of the above are included in the meaning of Ihsan. 

Although man has been permitted to slaughter animals, the quality of Ihsan 
should also be applied in this act as well. Sayyidina Shadad bin Aus <^ i»i ^ 
reports that the Holy Prophet ^ said, "Verily Allah has prescribed 

Ihsan in everything. Whoever (Shari'ah permitting) kills any person, he should kill 
with dignity (e.g. no mutilation should take place, neither should the face be spoilt in 
any way). When you sacrifice an animal, then this too should be done with Ihsan. 
Sharpen your krife and calm the animal/' [Muslim, v.2,p.l52] 



(196) Complete the Hajj and Umrah for Allah. If you are prevented, then 
slaughter whatever animal is convenient for you. And do not shave your heads 
until the sacrificial animal has reached its place. Whoever amongst you is sick or 
has an ailment of the head, must pay an expiation of fasting or charity or 
sacrificing of an animal. 

THE LAWS O? HAJJ AND UMRAH 

After concluding the laws of Jihad {religious war), Allah now discusses the 
laws of Hajj anc Umrah. Hajj is Fardh upon every person who is able to reach 
Makkah, bear the necessary costs of staying there and is able to leave behind 
with his family enough to live on. Hajj is obligatory once in a lifetime. Whoever 
performs Hajj rr ore than once, does so on an optional basis. The rites of Hajj 
commence on the 8th of Dhul Hijjah and terminate on the 12th or 13th of Dhul 
Hijjah. The farewell Tawaf will only take place once the pilgrim is leaving 
Makkah. It will only be permitted before this on condition that it is preceded by 
the "Tawaf uz Ziyarah". 

Since the actions of Hajj have specified days wherein they are to be 
performed, they cannot be done at one's convenience. Umrah, on the other hand 
maybe performed at any time of the year. One may perform Umrah whenever 
one desires since it has no fixed time. However, the jurists have declared Umrah 
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to be (makruh) detestable during the days of Hajj i.e. 9th, 10th 11th , 12th and 
13th of Dhul Hijjah (this is so because during these days, a person should engage 
in the performar ce of Hajj). 

The performance of. Umrah is Sunnah once in a lifetime. The person who is 
able to perform Umrah should not deprive himself of its great virtue. Donning 
the Ihram and circumambulation (Tawaf) are the only two obligations (Fardh) 
constituents of Umrah. The Sa'i between Safa and Marwa and the trimming or 
shaving of the hiir (by which emerges from Ihram) are the two necessary (Wajib) 
constituents of Umrah. 

Hajj and Umrah both hold great virtue and reward. Sayyidina Abu 
Hurairah Ai reports that the Holy Prophet jJL-j ^ said, "An Umrah 

followed by another serves as an expiation for all sins committed between the 
two. The Hajjul mabrur (wherein no sin was committed) has only Heaven 
(]annah) as its reward.' [Bukhari, v. I, p.238] 

The Holy Prophet ^ 3 ibt JL» also said, "The person who performed Hajj 
only for Allah, did not speak anything intimate to his spouse, nor commits any 
sin will return as pure as the day his mother had given birth to him." [Bukhari, v.l, 
p.206] 

The reward for performing Umrah in Ramadhan is equal to that of 
performing Hajj [Bukhari v.l p. 239]. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ ibi ^ 
reports that the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ibt said, 'Follow up your Hajj and 
Umrah (continuously perform one after the other) because both eradicate 
poverty and sin? lust as a furnace eradicates the dirt from gold, silver and steel." 
[Mishkatul Masabih] 

Those who perform Hajj always perform Umrah either before or after Hajj. 
However, those who perform Umrah at any time besides the days of Hajj, and 
then do not ever perform their obligatory (Fardh) Hajj will be greatly sinful. The 
warnings sounded for such an action are indeed very severe. 

THE WARNING FOR NOT PERFORMING HAJJ 

It is indeed a great sin for not performing Hajj inspite of being able to do so. 
It is reported in a hadith that the person who does not perform Hajj in the 
absence of any difficulties, sickness or oppressive rulers should die as a Jew or 
Christian. [Mishkatul Masabih, p. 222 from Darmi] 

Hajj and Umrah cannot be performed without Ihram. This state of Ihram is 
assumed by making the relevant intention followed by recitation of the Talbiyah 
("Labbayk Allah Humma Labbayk"). The prohibitions and restrictions of Ihram are 
the same in Hajj and Umrah. Violation of any of these will sometimes necessitate 
'Damm (sacrificing a one-year old goat in the precincts of the Haram) while 
sometimes 'sadaqa' (equivalent to sadaqatul fitr) will have to be given. 

THE PROHIBITIONS OF IHRAM 

1. Applying perfume. 

2. Removing any hair from the body. 
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3. Paring the nails. 

4. Hunting. 

5. Engaging in conjugal relations or any such action which may 
stir the passions. 

6. For 7 man to wear any garment which defines the form of his 
body or of any particular limb. 

For a man to cover his head or face, or for a woman to allow any cloth to 
touch her face (to conceal herself from strange men, she may cover her face with 
a cloth which is kept slightly away from her face. Concealing herself from 
strangers is incumbent while in the state of Ihram). 

The penalties to be paid for violating any of the above restrictions are to be 
found in the books of jurisprudence ifiqh). One can also refer to the authentic 
books on Hajj. A concession has being granted to those people who, due to 
illness, are forced to remove hair from their head, clip the nails, wear sewn 
clothing, cover their heads or faces. The details of this will soon be mentioned, 
Insha — Allah. 

When a person emerges from his Ihram of Hajj or Umrah, he will have to do 
so by shaving or trimming the hair on his head. Removing this hair before such a 
time will necessitate a penalty. It is unlawful (haram) for women to shave their 
heads when emerging from the state of Ihram. They have to trim their hair by the 
width of a finger. If a man trimmed a quarter of his hair on all sides by the width 
of a finger then chis will also suffice as long as it is the correct time to terminate 
his Ihram. Similarly, it will also suffice for a woman to trim her plait by the width 
of her finger. 

THE LAWS OF "IHSAR" 

If a persor who dons the Ihram for Hajj or Umrah is prevented from 
proceeding by either sickness, an' enemy or animal, and thus is unable to make it 
to Arafat or make the circumambulation (Taw af), be will then be called a Muhsir, 
This situation is termed as Ihsar, 

If a Muhsir cannot wait and wishes to terminate his Ihram, he should 
sacrifice a one-y?ar old goat within the precincts of the unlawful (haram). This 
will free him of Ihram and its restrictions. 

If he is not present in the unlawful (haram) then he may buy a one-year old 
goat or send the equivalent money to someone who will carry out the task for 
him. The day ar d time should be stipulated when the animal will be sacrificed. 
When the appointed time arrives and he is certain that the animal has been 
sacrificed, he may terminate his Ihram. It will now be permitted for him to do the 
things which were prohibited while in Ihram, without having to pay a penalty. 
Although he wc uld be free from Ihram as soon as the animal is slaughtered, it 
will still be best for him to shave off his hair. If the person is a Qarin" (one who 
performs Hajj a id Umrah with a single Ihram) he will have to slaughter two 
animals. Once these animals are sacrificed, then only will he be free of the Ihram, 
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IT IS COMPULSORY TO COMPLETE THE HAJJ OR UMRAH AFTER 
ENTERING INTO THE STATE OF IHRAM 

After placing the above discussion before one, the following verse should 
now be given attention. "Complete the Hajj and Umrahfor Allah' It is gathered from 
this verse that once a person has entered into the state of Ihram, he will not be 
able to emerge from it by merely removing the clothing or changing his 
intention. The Hajj or Umrah will have to be completed whether the Hajj be 
obligatory (Farda) or optional (Nafl), or the Umrah be Sunnah or optional (Nafl). 
This will also apply to a person's own Hajj as well as the Hajjul Badl. In all these 
conditions, the Hajj or Umrah will have to be completed. However/should the 
person now be prevented from this completion by illness or an animal, etc, he 
will be termed a "Muhsi/' '. The details of this have been discussed above. It is to 
this that the veise refers, "If you are prevented, then slaughter whatever animal is 
convenient for you." This can either be done personally or by someone else. 

This verse was revealed in the sixth year after Hijrah when the Holy 
Prophet fJL- j ifci JL* and the Muslims were bared from entering Makkah. On 
this occasion, they terminated their Ihram by sacrificing their animals. This 
occurred at a place called Hudaybiyyah, which is ten miles away from Makkah 
on the old Jeddah road. Nowadays it is called Shamsiya. 

'And do not shave your heads until the sacrificial animal has reached its place/ The 
'place" referred to in this verse is the Haram. While it is learned that the animal 
has to be sacrificed in the Haram, it is also learned that it is not permissible to 
shave the hair wnile in the state of Ihram. 

It is narrated in "Tirmidhi' that the Holy Prophet jJL. j Up ibi JU> said, 'It is 
permitted for that person to emerge from Ihram whose limb has broken or 
became paralysed. He will have to perform Hajj the following year." [Tirmidhi 
reports from Hakim, v.l p .470] It is gathered from this hadith that the prevented 
(muhsir) has to make up for his missed Hajj Lapse (qadha). 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE IHSAR HAS TERMINATED 

A person who had already carried out the formalities of Ihsar by having the 
animal slaughtered in the Haram, may re enter into Ihram if the time for Hajj still 
remains. The He jj now performed will be valid, and there will be no need to 
perform a lapse (qadha) Hajj the following year. (This ruling has been stated in 
" Alamgiri" .) The lapse (qadha) will remain obligatory upon him should he fail to 
perform it in the same year. 

Should the prevented (Muhsir) then perform the Lapse (Qadha) Hajj, he will 
have to perform an Umrah with it. If he is a Qarin, then he will also have to 
perform the Lapse (Qadha) Hajj together with an Umrah even if it is in the same 
year during which the Ihsar took place. 

Ruling: Aftar emerging from Ihram, the prevented (muhsir) should, when 
performing the Lapse (Qadha) Hajj, either make the intention of Lapse (Qadha) or 
n ®t It is not incumbent on him to make the intention of Lapse (Qadha) whether 
performing it in the same year or not. 

Ruling: The Lapse (Qadha) is compulsory (Wdjib) upon every prevented 



(muhsir), whether the Hajj was obligatory (Fardh), optional (Nafl), badl or not. 
Lapse (Qadha) for the prevented (muhsir) in the case of Umrah will also be 
compulsory (Wdb). Only one Umrah will be due from him, which he may 
perform at any dme. Even in the case where an Umrah is to be performed with 
the Hajj, only one Umrah is necessary. 

THE LAW REGARDING THE PERSON WHO HAS MISSED HIS 
HAJJ 

The prevented ( muhsir) shall only be deemed to have missed his Hajj when, 
after freeing hin self from Ihram, he is unable to be at Arafat between noon and 
dawn of the 9th of Dhul Hijjah in the state of Ihram. Such a person who has now 
missed Hajj (either due to a legitimate reason, or without one) will need to carry 
out the actions cf Umrah, whereafter he should shave off his hair. By doing this, 
he will be free cf his Ihram. Upon the next opportunity, the Lapse (Qadha) will 
have to be performed, but without an Umrah. 

Ruling: Alvhough Ihram may be hindered by Ihsar, it cannot really be 
regarded as a missed Umrah. The Lapse (Qadha) may be performed at any time 
thereafter, since it is permitted throughout the year. If a person, after becoming a 
prevented (muhsir) in his Umrah, had not yet emerged from his Ihram by 
sacrificing a gcat, he may complete his Umrah as soon as the obstacle is 
removed. 

COMMITTING AN INFRACTION DUE TO A VALID EXCUSE 

A person 13 permitted to shave his hair while in Ihram if he has a valid 
excuse e.g. His head is infested with lice, or he is experiencing much pain in his 
head. Since this action is normally not permitted in Ihram, he will have to pay a 
penalty of either slaughtering a year old goat, or give in charity three sa'a of 
wheat to six poor people. Each poor person should receive the equivalent of half 
sa'a (which is the amount of sadaqatul fitr). Alternately, he may fast for three 
days. These alternatives apply to the wealthy as well. This is all explained in the 
verse, "Whoever amongst you is sick or has an ailment of the head, must pay an 
expiation of fasting or charity or sacrificing of an animal." 

Sayyidina f a'ab bin Ujrah Ai mentions that it was because of him that 
this verse was revealed, since on the day of Hudaibiya the Holy Prophet a> &\ 
jJL-j saw lice falling out of his head. The Holy Prophet <JL- j aJp ifci asked, "Are 
these insects causing you grief? When he replied in the affirmative, the Prophet 
jJL-j Upiii instructed him to shave off his hair. 

According >:o another narration, he was told to either shave off his hair, fast 
for three days, feed six poor people or slaughter a goat. A third narration makes 
it clear that each poor person be given half a sa'a. All these narrations appear in 
Bukhari" (v.l, p. 244), The explanation of this verse has thus been established from 
the Ahadith. 

Ruling: She uld a person require to wear fitted clothes for the duration of an 
entire day or n\ght because of severe fever or extreme heat or cold, 'Dam® 
(sacriticing a goat) will become binding upon him. The same will apply should a 
person need to cover the head or face for an entire day or apply a fragrant 
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medication to ai v wound i lovvever, since this infraction was due to a legitimate 
reason, he. will iave the option to choose from any of the penalties mentioned 
above irt the ca^e ui shaving the head. If the violation was not due to a valid 
reason, the ' Dan' m' will have to be given. 

Ruling: Should such a misdemeanour occur due to which only charity 
needs to be given as a penalty (e.g. wearing of fitted clothes for less than an 
entire day or night), the person has the option to feed one poor person half a sa'a 
of wheat instead. 

(196) (contd.) When you are in safety, then whosoever benefits by performing 
Umrah with Hajj, should slaughter whatever animal is convenient. Whoever 
cannot find such an animal should fast three days during the Hajj and seven 
upon his return home. This is a complete ten. This applies to those whose family 
is not present in the Masjidul Haram. Fear Allah and know that verily Allah is 
severe in punishment. 

THE TAMATTU AND QIRAN HAJJ 

The Hajj of a person who adopts the Ihram only for Hajj without performing 
Umrah, is termed "Ifrad'. Others may perform Umrah during the months of Hajj, 
then, in the same year, perform Hajj. This type of Hajj may assume two forms. In 
the first instance a person may don only the Ihram for Umrah at the Miqat (final 
boundary from which the Ihram has to be assumed). Thereafter he proceeds to 
complete the Umrah, terminating with the shaving or trimming of his hair. Once 
this has been accomplished, he waits for the 8th of Dhul Hijjah whence from 
Makkah he dors the Ihram for Hajj. The Hajj is then completed as a person 
performing the Irrad will do. This Hajj is termed "Tamattu." 

In the second instance, a person may, from the miqat, adopt the Ihram of 
both Hajj and Umrah simultaneously. He then performs the Umrah without 
shaving or trimming his hair upon its completion. Thereafter he awaits the 
coming of Hajj which he duly performs. On the 10th of Dhul Hijjah, after pelting 
the largest Jamarah, he will proceed to shave or trim his hair, thereby emerging 
from Ihram. This type of Hajj is termed by the jurists as 'Qiran". In this manner, 
Hajj is classified into three categories viz. Ifrad, Tamattu and Qiran 

SACRIFICING AN ANIMAL IS COMPULSORY (WAjIB) IN 
TAMATTU AND QIRAN 

The Mutamatti (person performing Tamattu) as well as the Qarin (person 
Performing Qiran) must slaughter an animal after pelting the largest Jamara but 
e *ore shaving Their hair. This compulsory (Wajib) act is called the sacrifice of 
gratitude since Allah was graceful enough to afford one the opportunity to 
Perform two great acts. In this regard the verse reads, "whosoever benefits by 




performing Umrah with Hajj should slaughter whatever animal is convenient. " 

This animal need not be slaughtered in the Haram although it is best done 
at Mina. It has to be done before sunset of the 12th and it will not be permissible 
for neither the Mutamatti nor the Qarin to shave their heads before this. The 
word 'tamatt'a" in the verse, in accordance with its literal meaning will refer to 
both Tamattu and Qiran. For this sacrifice, a goat of at least a year will suffice, or 
a seventh portion of a two-year old cow; on condition that the other six 
shareholders also intend acts of reward. 

THE SUBSTITUTION FOR THE SACRIFICE OF TAMATTU AND 
QIRAN 

The person who cannot secure an animal to sacrifice, may, after donning the 
Ihram of Umrah, fast for three days before the 10th of Dhul Hijjah. These fasts 
may either be consecutive (which is preferable) or not consecutive. It is best to 
fast on the 7th, 8th and 9th. If , however, it is feared that fasting on the 9th will 
weaken one at Arafat, the three may be completed before it. The remaining seven 
fasts are to be kept after the 13th, irrespective of where a person will be. These 
fasts also need not be consecutive, although it will be best if they are. In this 
manner ten fascs are completed, towards which Allah refers in the verse, 
"Whoever cannot find such an animal should fast three days during the Hajj and seven 
upon his return home. This is a complete ten. " 

Ruling: If a person was unable to fast before the 10th, he will be left with no 
option but to sacrifice an animal. Should he be unable to do even this, he could 
shave or trim his hair on the 10th to emerge from Ihram, then try to sacrifice 
before the 12th. If this becomes possible, he should merely pay the penalty for 
shaving or trimming before time. In the event that he can only offer the sacrifice 
after the 12th, three additional sacrificing (Damms) need to be given. One will be 
the sacrifice of gratitude (Dammush Shukr), the other for shaving or trimming 
beforehand, whi e the third will be for delaying the sacrifice. 

Ruling: The Mutamatti who takes his own animal along with him on Hajj is 
called a Sa'iqul Hady. Such a person may not emerge from his Ihram after his 
Umrah, but will continue to perform Hajj from Makkah on the 8th like a Mufrid 
(person performing Ifrad). It will only be on the 10th, after pelting and slaughtering 
the animal that he will be free of his Ihram after shaving or trimming his hair. 

Ruling: The sacrifice is not compulsory (Wajib) on the Mufrid, but only 
Mustahab (preferable). Should he choose to sacrifice, it must be done after the 
pelting on the 10th. He is not permitted to shave or trim before the pelting. If he 
shaved or trimmed before the sacrifice, it would be inappropriate. 

Ruling: The sacrificing (Damm) of Qiran or Tamattu will not substitute the 
usual sacrifice of the Eidul Adha (10th). However, this sacrifice is not compulsory 
upon a Traveller. It will therefore be compulsory (Wajib) on those people who 
stay in Makkah for more than 15 days before Hajj. This sacrifice, however, will 
not have to take place in the Haram, but a person may even instruct someone to 
carry it out in hi^ home town. 

'This applies to those whose family is not present in the Masjidul Haram!' The 
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r ists have diffc red with regard to the inference of the word 'This." Some are of 
the opini° n that it refers to "whatever animal is convenient." Imam Abu Hanifah 
s, i» says that it refers to combination of the two actions mentioned in the 
hrase, 'whosoever benefits by performing Umrah with Ha]].' For this reason, he 
Maintains that Tamattu and Qiran are not permissible for a person who lives in 
Makkah or in the Haram. These will also not be permissible for the person who 
was in Makkah when the month of Shawal began since this denotes the advent of 
the months of Hajj. Tamattu and Qiran will only be allowed for such people if 
they g° out °^ ^ e Miqat when the months of Hajj commence and return 
thereafter. 

'Tear Allah and know that verily Allah is severe in punishment." Since an action 
can only be correct once the fear of Allah is within the heart, people are 
constantly reminded to fear Him. All forms of disobedience must be avoided 
because Allah inflicts a severe punishment upon the disobedient ones. 



% ^3>-* Vj > ^ ds*t j° j (>-» ^ 

(197) Hajj is in the few known months. So whoever considers the Hajj 
compulsory upon himself should speak no word of lewdness nor commit any 
act of sin nor dispute. Allah knows whatever good deed you do. Take your 
provisions alo;ig with you, for verily the best of provisions is abstinence. So fear 
Me 0 people of intelligence! 

THE MONTHS OF HAJJ AND SOME LAWS OF HAJJ 

The verse explains that there exists certain well knowi> months which have 
been prescribed by Allah for the Hajj. They are the months of Shawal, Dhul 
Qa'dah, and the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah. The person who performs Umrah 
in these months and thereafter performs Hajj will be considered to have 
completed Tamattu. Upon such a person the sacrifice of gratitude (Dammush 
Shukr) will be necessary (Wdjib). This will not apply to the person who had 
performed the Umrah before these months since his will only be an individual 
Umrah, not Tamattu. 

The person who was required to fast in place of sacrificing an animal for 
Tamattu or Qiran, may observe the three fasts at any time during the months of 
Hajj aftef performing his Umrah. The Ihram donned before the months of Hajj 
will be valid, although doing so is reprehensible (Makruh). 

When these months begin, Hajj becomes obligatory (Fardh) upon any person 
Possessing the capability to perform it. He should not delay its performance, but 
■ he makes it during any other year, it will be deemed complete, not Lapse 

K any person cohabits with his wife before arriving in Arafat, his Hajj will 
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be nullified. If he happened to kiss her with lust, he will have to pay the Damm, 
THE EMPHASIS TO ABSTAIN FROM SINS DURING HAJJ 

The word "Larafath" (translated above as 'no word of lewdness") in the verse 
refers to the prohibition of all those acts of intimacy which usually transpi^ 
between husband and wife. The next word "fiisuq" denotes all acts 0 f 
disobedience, whether they be normally prohibited or only in the state of Ihram. 
The commonly used term 'Fasiq' (open sinner) is derived from this. It is indeed 
lamentable that many people perform their Hajj with ill-gotten funds, while 
others, when performing Hajj, even omit their obligatory (Fardh) Salah. Some 
women embark on the journey for Hajj without a male escort from amongst her 
Mahram (a male -.o whom she cannot be married). Others engage in backbiting, while 
still many do not guard their eyes. All this takes place in spite of Allah 
forbidding every type of 'fusuq," emphasising abstention during Hajj, even 
though such acts are always forbidden. 

It is sad to see people engaging in all kinds of sin in spite of the fact thai 
they are in a holy land, during holy days, wearing the garb of Ihram and 
announcing the Talbiya. Thousands of people feel ashamed to shave off their 
hair after Hajj (which is a Sunnah of ^ 3 ^ At and superior to trimming it) 
yet they daily ir dulge in the very grave sin of shaving off their beards, even in 
Mina. In the auspicious place of Arafat people can be seen listening to musk 
whereas it is a place where supplication (du'as) are accepted. Abstaining from all 
sins is a precondition for the acceptance of Hajj as mentioned in the haditii 
quoted under the explanation of the verse, "Complete the Hajj and Umrah fit 
Allah." 

THE ORDER TO ABSTAIN FROM ARGUMENTS AND DISPUTES 

The word "jidal" means to argue and to dispute. Numerous occasions 
present themselves during the Hajj expedition when disputes are sure to arise, it | 
sometimes occurs due to cramped quarters or queuing for things. It also occurs 
that during Hajj, people create fully fledged fights out of situations which they 
would have normally overlooked at home. 

This is a trial and a test for man. Some Hujaj (plural of Haji) have mentioned 
that during Hajj, an inner stimulation to dispute is ever prevalent. The likeness is 
just as it transpired with the Bani Isra'Il. They were specifically prohibited from 
fishing on Saturdays, days when fish would be abundant. In times of tribulation 
the Muslim should keep the Islamic laws (Shari'ah) before him and take guidance 
from the Qur'an and Ahadith. 

ALLAH IS AWARE OF EVERY GOOD ACT 

"Allah knows whatever good deed you do." During the occasion of Hajj, ^ 
person should exploit the situation to the best of his ability by exerting hitnse' 
exceedingly in a 1 virtuous acts. Whatever acts of worship he will carry outw 1 1 
never be wasted since Allah is aware of every one of these, and will bestow tl* I 
due rewards. 
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THE PROHIBITION OF BEGGING FROM THE CREATION 

''Take your provisions along with you, for verily the best of provisions is 
abstinence/' The 'abstinence" mentioned in this verse refers to abstaining from 
Egging of anyone. A narration of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas & is recorded in 
Asbabun Nuzul' (p. 55), in which he says that the people of Yemen used to leave 
for Hajj without taking any provisions with them. They maintained that Allah 
would provide for them. However, upon reaching Makkah, they would beg from 
the people. It was due to this that Allah revealed the above verse. 

Since it is mostly the wealthy who go for Hajj, beggars consider the season 
of Hajj to be a most lucrative market for their trade. Many undertake the journey 
of Hajj or Ummh specifically for this purpose, spending their time at Arafat 
going from tent co tent, begging of people. 

A hadith is narrated in "Mishkatul Masabih" (p. 163) in which Sayyidina Ali 
^ iii saw a person begging from others at Arafat. He laid a lash upon the- 
beggar's back a id admonished him thus, "Do you ask from anyone besides 
Allah on this day and in this place?" 

"Fear only Me, Oh people of intelligence!" In reality only Allah must be feared. 
Sins should be avoided in every act and all acts must be enacted well, as a hadith 
advises, "Always fear Allah, for verily it will serve to beautify all your actions." 

[Mishkatul Masabih, v.l,p A15] 

It is reported in "Fat'hul Bari" that during the period, of ignorance, a fair 
would be held on the first of Dhul Qa'dah every year at the market place of 
Ukaz. This would last for twenty days during which much trade took place. 
Thereafter, the same would take place at Majinna, lasting till the end of the 
month. On the first of Dhul Hijjah, the same would occur at the Marketplace of 
Dhul Majaz up to the 8th of the month. 

It is recorded that Ukaz was situated between Ta'if and Nakhla, while 
Majinna was clcse to Marruz Zahran, and Dhul Majaz was located at a slight 
distance from Arafat. The mode of address in the verse permits trade during 
H ajj, but at the same time, does not encourage it in such a way as to make it a 
part of the Ha-j rites. A person who solely intends to perform Hajj may, 
especially due to necessity, avail himself of the opportunity to trade. In no way 
should one undertake the journey solely for the purpose of trade. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.2, p.87) writes that since much disputing 
generally takes place in trade (especially regarding prices), a person may wonder 
about the legality of trade during Hajj, because disputes have been outlawed. It 
is for this reasor. that mention is made concerning its legality. Even though trade 
^permitted, disputing is not. ^ 
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(198) There shall be no sin upon you should you seek your livelihood provided 
by Allah. When you return from ,Arafat, then remember Allah at the Mash 'arul 
Haram. Remember Him as He had guided you, for in reality you were, before 
this, completely unaware. 

THE SANCTIONING OF TRADE DURING HAJJ AND THE 
COMMAND TO REMEMBER ALLAH AT THE MASH'ARUl 
HARAM 

This verse permits trade during Hajj by saying that one may seek the bounty 
of Allah during Hajj. This includes all forms of commerce and labour. I n 
"Bukhari" (v.2, p. 648), Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ ifci relates that Ukaz, Majinnah 
and Dhul Majaz were all marketplaces during the period of ignorance. After the 
arrival of Islam, the Muslims considered it unlawful (haram) to trade there during 
Hajj until the above verse was revealed to permit trade. 

It is narrated in "Mustadrak" (v.l, p. 449) that a person told Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Unar & that people say his Hajj is invalid on account of his 
renting a conveyance during Hajj. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar <up & asked 
him, "Did you not don the Ihram, recite the Talbiya, make Tawaf, go to Ararat 
and pelt the Jamarat?" Upon replying in the affirmative, he was informed, "Your 
Hajj is valid. When a person presented the very same question to pJL-j it jl*, 
he gave no reply until the verse was revealed, There shall be no sin upon you should 
you seek your livelihood provided by A llah.' Thereafter the holy Prophet ii 
summoned the person, recited the verse before him and told him that his Hajj 
was valid." 

"When you return from Arafat, then remember Allah at the Mash 'arul Haram," 
This verse instructs the Haji to proceed to Muzdalifa after leaving Arafat. Arafat 
is three miles east of Muzdalifa, and is a large plain. To be present here is one of 
the greatest fundamental requirements of Hajj. A person's Hajj is completed if he 
is able to reach this place at any time after noon on the 9th up to dawn of the 
10th. After this tlie only remaining fundamental aspect is the Tawafiuz Ziyarah. 

At Arafat, people engage in prayer (du'a) and remmberance of Allah (dhikr), 
performing thei? Zuhr and Asr Salahs here as well. After sunset they go back to 
Muzdalifa {en route to Arafat from Mina they will have already passed Muzdalifa). 
Once here, they nust perform the Maghrib and Isha Salahs in combination They 
are not allowed to perform these two Salahs at Arafat, nor on the road to 
Muzdalifa, even if the Maghrib has to be delayed till after sunset. 

If anyone had performed his or her Maghrib before reaching Muzdalifa, this 
Salah will have to repeated in combination with Isha. It is Sunnah to spend the 
night here. To remain till a little while after dawn is compulsory (Wajib). It is 
Sunnah to remain here as long as possible until just before sunrise. Thereafter the 
people proceed to Mina. 

The Mash'arul Haram is a mountain in Mazdalifa called Jabal Qaza. The 
Holy Prophet ^ j ibi JL* would, after performing the Salahs of Maghrib m 
Isha in unison at Muzdalifa, rest awhile. Then he would perform the Fajr Safe! 1 
immediately after dawn while it was still dark, after which he would proceed to 
the Mash' arul Haram. Here he would engage in prayer (du'a), Takbir Tahhl an- \ 

" ~ j 
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remembrance of Allah (dhikr) until just a little while remained before sunrise, 
v/hen he would leave for Mina [Muslim, v.l, p.399]. The entire area of Muzdalifa 
may be occupieu, although it is best to be close to the Mash'arul Haram [Muslim, 
v \ t p.400]. Since the entire area may be occupied and the Mash'arul Haram is in 
Muzdalifa, som? scholars have termed the entire area of Muzdalifa as the 
Mash'arul Haram [as recorded in "Durrul Manthur" (v.l p.224) from Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin U nar & and Sayyidina Abdullah bin Amar *^ ^ ^J. A 
person should engage in prayer (du'a) and remembrance of Allah (dhikr) while in 
Muzdalifa. 

"And remember Him as He had guided you." Some scholars have interpreted 
this verse to mean that one should remember Allah as He had taught one. 
Another meanir g is that He should be remembered and glorified because He 
had guided one (i.e. as a form of gratitude for the guidance). 

"For in reality you were, before this, completely unaware" People were 
completely unaware of Belief (Iman) and obedience to Allah. In the Hajj 
performed during ignorance, only forefathers were remembered. What little 
remembrance or Allah did take place, was devoid of benefit in the Hereafter 
since it was don<: in infidelity (Kufr). 




(199) Then re-urn to the place from where the people return and beg pardon 
from Allah. Vorily Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

Sayyidah Aysha i^p i»» reports that during the period of ignorance, the 
Quraish and all those tribes who followed them (Banu Amir, Banu Thaqif, Banu 
Khuza'ah) never went to Arafat during their ritual pilgrimages. After Muzdalifa, 
they returned. A Jah instructed His Prophet ^JL-j Up iwi JL* to stop at Arafat as well 
during Hajj. The above verse was revealed to this effect. [Bukhari,v2, p .648] 

In the tafsir 'Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l, p.175), it is mentioned that the Quraish 
and their compatriot tribes would not go to Arafat during Hajj. They maintained 
that they were the people of Allah and residents of the sacred Haram, and could 
therefore not leave its boundaries. They considered it below their dignity to rub 
shoulders with other people in Arafat. When all the other tribes returned from 
Arafat, the Quraish would then join them en route at Muzdalifa. whence they 
would all returr together. Allah instructs all to go together to Arafat and return 
from there. 

Since the H )ly Prophet jJL- j <M & was from the Quraish, they all thought 
he would remain with them in Muzdalifa during his farewell Hajj. However, in 
compliance with the command of Allah, he proceeded with everyone to Arafat. 

[Muslim v.l p 397] 

The Arabic word "thumma' meaning 'then' or 'thereafter' is used at the 
^ginning of this verse. Because of this, some commentators say that this verse 
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actually refers to the return to Mina from Muzdalifa, because mention has 
already been made of the return from Arafat. Others say that verses do not 
necessarily have to be chronological, but make random mention of the various 
Hajj rites. Yet an 3ther group maintain that the word "thumma" does not bear its 
original meaning in this context and (as is common in the Arabic language) it 
assumes the meaning of 'and'. The author of the tafsir "Ma'alimut Tanzir h as 
mentioned all three interpretations and has apparently favoured the third. It i s 
also possible to say that the word refers not to a practical sequence of events, but 
serves merely to lend sequence to the discussion. 

Allama Ibn Kathir Up &\ ^ writes (v.l p.242) that the verse serves to 
elucidate that ju ;t as Allah has instructed the people to proceed from Arafat to 
Muzdalifa and remember Him there, in the same way they should also all be 
together in Arafat. 




(200) Once you have completed your Hajj rites, remember Allah as you 
remember your forefathers, or an even greater remembrance. From amongst man 
there are those who say, "Oh our Lord, grant us good in this world/ and they 
have no portion in the Hereafter/' (201) From them there are also those who say, 
"Oh our Lord, grant us good in this world, good in the Hereafter and save us 
from the chastisement of the fire/' (202) Such people shall receive a great share 
due to their ac'ions, and Allah is Swift at reckoning. 

THE INSTRUCTION TO ENGAGE IN THE REMEMBRANCE 
(DHIKR) OF ALLAH DURING THE DAYS AT MINA 

On the 10th day of Dhul Hijjah, people return to Mina from Muzdalifa 
where they pelt the largest Jamara, then emerge from their Ihram after shaving 
or trimming their hair. Thereafter, only the Tawafuz Ziyarah and two more days 
of pelting remair . During the period of ignorance, the Arabs used to devote their 
time after Hajj to sing accolades to their forefathers, competing with one another 
in composing poetry in praise of these predecessors and their tribes. Allah 
revealed the above verse to check this situation. [Ruhul Ma'ani' v.l, p.89] 

The author of the tafsir "Ma'alimut Tanzir translates the word 
"manasikakum" ("Hajj rites") to mean the sacrificial animals. Therefore, the verse 
would mean that Allah should be remembered after the animals have been 
slaughtered (i.e. cfter pelting the largest Jamara). (v.l, p.178) 
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Thereafter Allah makes mention of the prayers (du'ds) people make. Some 
only concern themselves with this world, asking for its amenities, while being 
totally oblivious of the Hereafter. They keep asking Allah to make them as 
wealthy as their predecessors. Such people will receive nothing in the Hereafter. 

I'fAadlimut Tanzil' v.l, p.176] 

Then Allah speaks of the supplication (du'a) of the people of Belief (Iman), 
w ho ask for the best of both worlds. The word 'hasanah" is derived from the root 
word "hasan" which denotes every conceivable form of good. This supplication 
( L \xi a) indeed most concise in its conglomeration of everything good and blessed 
in both worlds. A hadith in "Bukhari' (v.2, p.945) reports that the Holy Prophet J-* 
^ , up iui used to xiake this supplication (du'a) very often. 

Sayyidina Anas <*> reports that once the Holy Prophet jJL- j &\ 

visited a companion (Sahdbi) who was so ill that his voice had become very faint 
due to weakness and he had grown extremely thin. The Holy Prophet ^ ^ JU* 
jl,,. asked him whether he had been making any supplication (du'a) to which he 
replied that he had always supplicated to Allah to grant him all his due 
punishment in this world (rather than in the next). The Prophet Up & 
^remarked, "Subhan Allah" , you cannot possibly bear that. Instead you should 
have made the supplication (du'a): "Rabbana A' Una Fid Dunya Hasana Wa Fil 
Akhirati Hasana Wa Qina Adhaban Nar" (i.e. "Oh our Lord, grant us good in this 
world, good in tie Hereafter and save us from the chastisement of the fire") The 
narrator, Sayyidina Anas, ^ &\ said that this person then made this 
supplication (du'a), whereupon Allah cured him. [Muslim, v.l, p343] 

It is reported in Abu Dawud that the Holy Prophet ^ 4> it used to 
recite this supplication (du'a) between the Rukn Yamani and the Black Stone 
while making Ta waf. 




(203) Carry ouj the dhikr (remembrance) of Allah during the limited days. There 
shall be no sin upon the person who chooses to hasten during the two days, nor 
will there be any sin on him who wishes to delay, for him who possesses Piety 
(taqwa). Fear Allah and understand that unto Him shall you be gathered. 

ENGAGING IN THE REMEMBRANCE OF ALLAH (DHIKR) AND 
PELTING DURING THE DAYS OF TASHRIQ 

The days referred to in the above verse are the days of "Tashriq" (10th, 11th, 
12th and 13th of Dhul Hijjah), when people are stationed at Mina where they 
daughter their animals and carry out the pelting. Remembrance of Allah (dhikr) 
Is Prescribed here as well, as it was in Muzdalifa and at Arafat. 

Sayyidah A/sha ^ i» reports that the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ JL* said, 
^ e pelting of the jamarats and the Sa'I between Safa and Marwa are especially 



ordained for the remembrance of Allah." [Tirmidhi] 



The remembrance of Allah (dhikr) is indeed a very great act, which is even 
more virtuous during certain days and times. Salah, which is the greatest form of 
worship, entails remembrance of Allah (dhikr) from beginning to the end, as 
Allah stated in tne Surah TaHa, "Establish Salah for My remembrance/' [Surah 20 
verse 14] 

The Adhan and Iqamah before Salah are also forms of remembrance of 
Allah (dhikr), as are the Tasbihs and supplication (du'as) after Salah. Similar is the 
case with Hajj, every action of which is an embodiment of remembrance of Allah 
(dhikr), like the Talbiya, Sa'i, Tawaf, Arafat, Muzdalifa, Mina, pelting and 
sacrificing. The Holy Prophet jJL. 3 *JLp &\ JU always encouraged remembrance of 
Allah (dhikr) whfch is the very soul of this world. 

Muslim (v.l, p.84) reports a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet fL*j <A* & 
said that the Day of Judgment will only take place when there exists none upon 
the earth to say, "Allah! Allah! ' Muslim also narrates that the Holy Prophet & j^, 
jJL-j would remain perpetually in Allah's remembrance, 

It is writtei in 'Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.l, p.93) that Allah should glorified after 
every Salah, sacrifice and when pelting. He adds that the "limited days" refer to 
the days of Tashriq as reported from Sayyidina Umar ^ i» ^> Jf Sayyidina Ali ^ 
^ and Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ ^j. 

The author of "Ma'alimut Tanzil" states that the remembrance of Allah 
(dhikr) on these days is the Takbir. He writes that Sayyidina Umar and Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Umar ^ &\ used to recite the Takbir (Allahu Akbar , Allah is tk 
Greatest) at Mim after every Salah, in gatherings, before sleeping, on the road, 
etc. 

The Takbir at Tashriq is also necessary on these days. It is compulsory 
(Wajib) to be recited after every obligatory (Fardh) Salah by every person whether 
in Mina or not. Men should recite it audibly and women silently. Its recitation 
commences from after Fajr of the 9th of Dhul Hijjah and continues up to Asr of 
the 13th, as reported by Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ 2bi ^> Jt 

The Holy Prophet ^L-j Up &\ JU> has said regarding these days, "Do not fast 
during these days for they are days of eating, drinking and making remembrance 
(dhikr)." [Muslim, v.l, p.360] 

SOME LAWS PERTAINING TO THE PELTING 

On the 10th day, only the largest Jamara (jamar a Aqaba/Kubra) is pelted. This 
may be done at iny time between sunrise and dawn of the following day, but it 
is reprehensible (Makruh) for the strong and healthy to do it at night. On the 11th 
and 12th pelting (this time of all three Jamarat) commences from after noon, also 
lasting up to dawn of their respective following days. During these two, days it 
will also be reprehensible (Makruh) for the able people to pelt at night The 
pelting of all three days is compulsory (Wajib) for the person present in Mina 
during these days. 

There exist; three pillars in Mina which are called the Jamarat (plural of 
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Jamarah). The fir ;t of these is close to the Mosque (Masjid) of Khaif and called the 
Jamarah Ula (fi st Jamarah) or the Jamara Sughra (small Jamarah). Next is the 
Jamara Wusta (middle Jamara), followed by the third called the Jamarah Kubra 
(big Jamarah) or Jamarah Ukhra (last Jamarah). It is also called the Jamaratul 
Aqaba. The botmdary of Mina is close to these Jamarat. At the base of these 
Jamarat, low circular retaining walls have been constructed in which a person's 
stones must fall. 

It was at tbase three places that the Devils (Shay tan) attempted to dissuade 
Sayyidina Ibrah.m ftLJ\ -d* from sacrificing his son, whereupon the latter pelted 
him. In memory of this, the Haji does the same. At the time of throwing each 
stone, a person should recite: 

"Bismillahi Allahu Akbar raghman lish Shaytan wa ridal lirrahman" ("I am 
pelting with the name of Allah who is the Greatest, to disgrace devil (Shaytan) 
and please Allah '). 

THE PERMISSIBILITY OF OMITTING THE PELTING ON THE 13TH 
DAY 

After pelting on the 11th and 12th days, a person may choose to stay on a 
further day to pelt, or he may leave Mina. This is what is implied in the verse, 
"There shall be no sin upon the person who chooses to hasten during the two days, nor 
will there be any tin on him who wishes to delay, for him who possesses Piety (taqwa)." 
It is, however, best to stay on and leave Mina on the 13th. 

During his farewell Hajj, the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Op &\ remained in Mina 
on the 13th and pelted as on the two previous days. This final pelting also 
commences after noon, but will terminate at sunset. The jurists have stated that it 
will be reprehensible (Makruh) to omit the pelting of the 13th for that person who 
was still present in Mina when the sun set on the 12th. It will, however, be 
compulsory (Waiib) for that person to pelt on the 13th, who is still present in 
Mina at dawn of the 13th. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani' writes that the phrase "no sin" is repeated in 
both options to emphasis that either one is permissible. However, the objection 
may arise that if it is better to remain in Mina on the 13th, why is this phrase "no 
sin" used with reference to it? Rather another phrase should have been attached 
to it which denotes its preference. In reply to this, he says that the phrase "no sin" 
does not negate the preference of this second choice to stay in Mina. The reason 
why this mode of address is adopted is that the people during the period of 
ignorance woule argue with each other saying that it was a sin to remain in Mina 
after the 12th, while others argued that it was sinful to leave. Allama Qurtubi 
4* ^ has tendered the same explanation in his tafsir (v. 3, p. 13). 

In the tafsir 'Ma'alimut Tanzil', the opinion of other commentators has been 
quoted who stafc? that the verse means that no sin whatsoever will remain to the 
account of any Haji, irrespective of whether he remains in Mina or not. In 
support of this 1 hey quote the hadith in which the Holy Prophet ^ 3 i» 
says that the person who performs Hajj without committing any sin, nor 
speaking anything foul, will return (sinless) like a newborn baby. This view is 
a ko held by Sayydina Ali ^ it and Sayyidina Abdullah bin Masud it ^j. 
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In the light of this opinion, the purport of the end part of the verse also 
becomes clear, viz. "for those who possess Piety (taqwa). " It would therefore mean 
that no sin would remain on any person after his Hajj, on condition that he had 
adopted piety (abstinence from sins) during its course. A statement of Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Mas'ud <up i>t further substantiates this explanation in which he 
says, "Forgiveness from sins has been decided in favour of those who fear Allah 
in their Hajj." 

Sayyidina Abul Alia Up & says that other commentators mention that 
"he who possesses Piety (taqwa) ' means that a person should abstain from sins for 
the rest of his life. 




(204) [O Muhammad j Up it From mankind is he whose speech enamours 

you in this worldly life, and he calls Allah to witness over that which is in his 
heart; yet he -s the most rigid of opponents. (205) When he turns away (from 
you) he exerts himself to cause corruption on earth and to destroy crops and 
progeny. And Allah dislikes corruption. (206) When he is told to fear Allah, 
pride spurs him on to commit sin. Hell will suffice for him, for it is a most evil 
resting place indeed. 

THE SWEET-TALKING HYPOCRITES AND MISCHIEF-MAKERS 

It is recorded in the tafsir "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v 2, p 279) that this verse was 
revealed with reference to a hypocrite by the name of Akhnas bin Shurayq. He 
was a handsome, sweet-talking person who used to sit with the Prophet Up it ^ 
jJL. j pretending to be a Muslim. He took oaths in the name of Allah that he loved 
the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ J^> and as a result of his behaviour, the Holy Prophet 
pJL- j Up iii wculd seat him close to himself The above verse was revealed with 
regard to this. 

THE ACTIONS OF AKHNAS BIN SHURAYQ 

It is recorded in 'Lubabun Nuqul" from a report of Ibn Jarir Up &\ that 
according to the commentator Suddi Up &\ ^ Jf this verse referred to Akhnas bin 
Shurayq who pretended to accept Islam and enamoured the Holy Prophet & J** 
j Up with his [alks. After leaving the company of the Prophet pJL. j Up & J*, he 
once passed the *ield of a Muslim and set the crops alight while also severing the 
feet of some donkeys that grazed there. This verse was revealed with reference to 
this incident. 

Ailama Munawi Up i» [in his book "Faidul Qadir Sharhu Jami'us Saghir 
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(v.2 p-145)] quotes certain scholars who say that the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up i\ 
referred to this same Akhnas when he used to make the prayer (du'a), "Oh Allah, 
T s eek your protection from a plotting companion. 

'Lubabun Nuqul' reports the statement of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ & in 
which he says that when the group including Sayyidina Asim <up & and 
Sayyidina Marthad &\ were reported to have met martyrdom, two 
hypocrites sarcaitically commented, "Sad is the case of those who have landed in 
trouble and destroyed themselves. Neither did they remain (safe) at home, nor 
did they discharge their duty to propagate the message (of Islam)/' It was at this 
juncture that this verse was revealed. 

Whatever the direct cause (was) behind the revelation of this verse, its 
comprehensiveness includes all such people who attempt to carve their niche 
amongst the Mr.slim public and elite, using sweet-talk and flattery. Although 
they are really hypocrites (Mundfiqin), they beguile the Muslims by swearing that 
Allah knows they are true Muslims. Since their only objective is to attain status 
and fame in this world, they will leave no stone unturned to harm the Muslims 
and plot methods to plunder the Muslim states. 

The same modus operandi employed by Akhnas bin Shurayq has been used 
by hypocrites throughout the centuries, and continues up to this day. 

Allama Qu tubi <A* & '^j writes that this verse applies to all such people 
who, while concealing their infidelity (Kufr), adopt hypocrisy and lies to express 
with their tongues the exact opposite of what is in their hearts. He adds that this 
verse emphasises caution in all worldly and religious matters, [v.3, p. 10] 

Concerning the phrase "in this worldly life" Allama Baydawi Up i»i i^j writes 
that Akhnas bin Shurayq's talks with regard to the matters of this world 
appealed to the Holy Prophet ^ j & JL*. It could also mean that he used to 
speak in this manner to acquire some worldly gains. Yet another interpretation is 
that his speech <ind eloquence will only seem appealing in this world, while in 
the Hereafter his words will hold absolutely no weight. Due to his overwhelming 
fear in the Hereafter, he will be rendered speechless, [v.l, p.139] 

THE CONTEMPTIBILITY OF A QUARRELSOME AND FLATTERING 
TONGUE 

The phrase in this verse 'aladdul khisam'is a conglomeration of two words. 
The first is in the superlative tense, indicating an extremely quarrelsome nature. 
The second wcrd also holds a similar meaning, lending emphasis to the 
connotation of a person who is exceedingly bent on quarrelling and disputing. 
The commentator Allama Baydawi & '^j translates it as "the most rigid of 
opponents, " which is an implied meaning. This verse therefore serves to vilify any 
person who strongly argues in support of falsehood. 

Sayyidah Aysha ito reports that the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 &\ J^> said, 
'The worst of people is he who is very quarrelsome." [Bukhari, v.l, p.649/1066] 

In today's times, it is regarded to be very intelligent for a person to be able 
to win others over by sweet-talk and flattery, and has become an integral part of 
Politics. The Holy Prophet jJL, j <a* i»i has stated, "Towards the end of time, 



Surah Al- Baqara*, 2 : 207 258 An war-ul-Bayan 



there will be such people who will utilise the Din (religion) to achieve their 
worldly motives. To display humility, they will wear woollen clothes, while their 
tongues will be iweeter than sugar. Their hearts, however, will be the hearts of 
wolves. Allah will say, 'Are these people fooled by My tolerance that they are so 
bold? I swear that I will inflict such a punishment upon them that will startle 
even the most sensible ones amongst them/' 

THE EVIL OF PRIDE 

People who only desire the material things of this world and its honour 
possess no degiae of submission in their hearts. They consider it insulting to 
their dignity to accept the truth from another. In this way, they remain adamant 
upon their infidelity (Kufr), Polytheism (shirk) and sinful lifestyles. They cannot 
bring themselves to accept the truth. In reference to this trait, Allah mentions, 
"When he is told to fear Allah, pride spurs him on to commit sin." 

WHAT IS PRIDE? 

The Holy Prophet <JL- 3 Up defined pride as follows, "Pride is to defy 

the truth and to consider others inferior/ 7 When many people are advised to 
abstain from sin or are presented with any good advice, they disregard the 
preacher on account of his nationality, age or lineage. This is a display of pride 
which is a trait of the hypocrites and mischief-makers. 

The verse condemns such people to the fire of Hell. The Arabic word 
"mihad" (used to describe Hell in this verse), refers to a bed or a mat. In the 
Hereafter, they will be made to lie upon burning cinders, totally unlike the soft 
and comfortable beds to which they are accustomed in this world. Here they find 
rest and peace on their beds, whereas there it will be the exact opposite. 




(207) From mankind is he who buys his soul seeking Allah 's pleasure. And 
Allah is Most Clement unto His bondsmen. 

THE VIRTUE OF THE PERSON WHO GIVES HIS LIFE AND 
WEALTH FOR THE PLEASURE OF ALLAH 

It is narrated in "Hilyatul Awliya" on the authority of Sayyidina Sa'id bin 
Musayyib Up &\ \^ Jf that when Sayyidina Suhaib Rumi it left Makkah to 
migrate to Madinah, a group of Polytheists pursued him to prevent his exit. He 
alighted from his animal, placed an arrow in his bow and addressed them thus, 
"Oh people of Quraish! You are well aware that I am a much better archer than 
all of you. I swear by Allah that none of you will be able to approach me as long 
as I have a single arrow in my quiver. Once these have expired, I shall fight with 
my sword for a* long as strength remains in my arms. On the contrary, I can 
inform you of the whereabouts of my wealth and clothing in Makkah, which y° u 
may have for yc urselves and allow me to proceed/ 7 They agreed to this second 
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option and he set out on his way to Madinah. 

Upon reaching Madinah, he presented himself before the Holy Prophet JL* 
^ i»i who tc Id him, "O Abu Yahya, your transaction was indeed profitable/ 
This the Holy Prophet ^L-j Up ifci Jl^ repeated twice, meaning that his bartering 
off a bit of this worldly possessions was cheap in exchange for his freedom. Prior 
to his arrival, Jit*il ^LJ\ Up had already informed the Holy Prophet jJL-^ Up ^ 
about the episode. 

In the "Mustadrak" of Hakim, the addition is reported in which the Holy 
Prophet |JL*j Up iii recited the above verse to him, which had been revealed 
before he arrived in Madinah. 

In the tafsr of Ibn Kathir Up &\ (v.l p.248), Sayyidina Suhaib i» 
himself says tha^ when he intended to migrate, the Quraish told him, You came 
here as a pauper, amassed much wealth, and now wish to take it all with you. 
We swear by Ahah that this shall not happen!" It was then that he offered them 
all his wealth in exchange for a safe passage. Upon reaching Madinah, the Holy 
Prophet fl-j Up & told him that it was indeed a good bargain. 

Some commentators have translated the word "Yashrl" as "sells" (his soul). 
Allama Ibn Kathir Up & ^ j writes that this verse applies to all those who engage 
in Jihad (religioui war), since they sell themselves to Allah, as is referred to in the 
following verse of the Qur'an, "Verily Allah has purchased from the believers their 
lives and wealth in exchange of Heaven (Jannah)/ [Surah Tauba, verse 111] 

Allama Qurtubi Up & a^j writes that the fact that Sayyidina Suhaib ^ ifct 
was prepared to fight the Polytheists, denoted that he would sell his soul for 
Allah's cause. Leaving this particular incident aside, the verse can apply to any 
person who gives his life and property for Allah's pleasure. 

In the tafsir "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v. 2 p. 283), it is reported that Sayyidina 
Umar <up i» considered this verse to refer to those who fight to enjoin the right 
and forbid the wrong. 

(>^=u^u- u ^ — *3 i?* ^jAj j 0 L* yop {J ^a jj& p-^=u £s\ jlyi z rj\ 

(208) O you who believe, enter into Islam completely, and do not follow in the 
footsteps of Shaytan, for verily he is your open enemy. (209) So if you have to err 
after the clear signs have come to you, then know that definitely Allah is Most 
Powerful, The All Wise. 

THE ORDER TO ENTER COMPLETELY INTO ISLAM 

Certain Muslims who had converted from Judaism wished to keep up some 
wish practices such as according esteem to Saturdays and abstaining from 
camel meat. They told the Prophet <X* 3 Up At that since the Torah was also the 
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book of Allah, taey recited it in their Tahajjud Salah. Allah revealed the above 
verse on this occasion, informing them that after the advent of Islam, no other 
religion should remain. ["Durrul Manthur" and "Baydawi"] 

Sayyidina Jibir & & narrates that the Holy Prophet ^ j ^ & ^said, "I 
have come to ycu with clear signs. Even if Sayyidina Musa f*~J\ ^ was alive, he 
too will have no option but to follow me." ["Ma'Uimut Tanzil" (v.l, p. 183) from Ahmed 
and Bayhaqi as receded in "Mishkdtul Masabih," p. 30] 

EVERY PERSON MUST ABIDE BY THE LAWS OF ISLAM IN EVERY 
DOMINION 

This verse instructs every person to accept all the injunctions of Islam and 
practise accordingly, irrespective of his position. This is binding upon the ruler 
and the subject, the big and the small, the employer and the employee, the 
businessman and farmer alike. Many people are under the misconception that 
Islam is restricted to a few actions like Salah, fasting, zakah, etc. They do not 
apply Islam to their social, economic and political lives. They conduct business as 
they please, buying and selling any commodity they wish. Many people seek 
employment at any institution, not paying the slightest heed to whether it is 
Halal or Haram. 

Many do not consider the Shari'ah in the matters of marriage, committing 
major sins in the process while thinking that the Shari'ah does not apply to 
occasions of rejoicing. They pay no heed to the advice given to them by the 
Ulama (religious scholars), saying that these scholars are merely standing in the 
way of progress. They consider their religion to be like the religion of those 
people who care not to mould their lifestyle within the framework of its 
restrictions (May Allah save us from this). 

Our Din (religion) is perfect and complete, encompassing every aspect of life. 
There exists no ispect of life which is not included in its teachings. For one to 
practice some aspects of Din (religion) while neglecting others, will be in 
conformance to the behaviour of those Jews who were addressed in Surah 
Baqarah. Allah told them, 'Do you believe in part of the book and reject part of it. " 
[Surah 2, verse 85] 

Many people merely claim to be Muslims while they do not even perform 
the obligations (Faraidh) of Din (religion), while others restrict the Din (religion) io 
a few actions only. If they are advised to leave their unlawful (harm) 
employment, interest dealings, or trading in unlawful (haram) commodities, they 
do not accept. They waive this off saying that it is their livelihood which cannot 
be neglected. Tr is foolish statement is tantamount to saying that earning one s 
livelihood bringe complete freedom. 

THE DEVIANCE OF POLITICAL LEADERS 

Some present day Islamic countries employ methods in their administration 
that are learnt from the Infidels (kuffar). They enforce laws which are oppressive 
and contradict the Shari'ah. In spite of all this, they are audacious enough to 
claim the Islamic identity of their countries. It is the sway of Satan (Shaytdn) tha* 
makes them apply a limited number of Islamic laws while turning a blind eye to 
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many others. It is for this reason that, after instructing complete entry into Islam, 
Allah says, "And do not follow in the footsteps of Satan (Shay tan), for verily he is your 
open enemy." It is indeed very strange that people swear and curse Satan 
(Shay tan), yet pander to his wishes. 

"If you err titer the clear signs have come to you, then know that verily Allah is 
Most Powerful, The All Wise." This verse makes it clear that it is not a light matter 
that a person does not enter into Islam in spite of receiving full knowledge. This 
constitutes rebellion against Allah who is All Powerful. None can overcome Him, 
nor escape His punishment. Allah is All Wise and does not hasten to punish 
anyone. Therefore, no person should dwell under the misconception that he is 
safe from Allah and will not be taken to task. 




(210) They aw lit Allah and the angels to come to them beneath the shadow of 
clouds, and al. matters are decided. All matters return unto Allah. 

THE WARNING FOR NOT ACCEPTING THE TRUTH 

Those people who refuse to enter into Islam after the clear signs and proofs 
have been presented before them seem to be awaiting the decision of Allah 
against them. A: ter this, there will be no second chance for them. Allah will be 
the Supreme Judge on the Day of Judgment when none other shall have any say 
whatsoever. Every disbeliever (kafir) should consider his case very carefully. 

LESSON The real meaning of the phrase "Allah and the angels to come to 
them" cannot be mentally perceived. A Muslim should believe in it, and not seek 
to uncover its literal meaning. Some commentators have stated that it refers to 
the order of Alia i for punishment. 




(211) Ask the children of Isra'il how many clear signs we have given them. 
Whosoever chooses to alter the bounty of Allah after it has come to Him, then 
Allah is seven, in punishment 

THE INGRATITUDE OF THE BANI ISRA'IL AND THEIR 
RESULTANT PUNISHMENT 

Many signs and miracles were presented to the Bani Isra'il which would 
have been to the r benefit had they taken heed. However, they chose to go astray, 
changing the bounty of Allah into a curse for themselves. Thus, they earned" 
Allah's wrath in this world as well as the next. 
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The author of the tafsir Ma'alimut Tanzil' [v.l, p. 184] comments on these clear 
signs'. He says that these signs refer to the cane of Sayyidina Musa ^LJ\ Up as 
well as his shining hand and the splitting of the sea. Other commentators state 
that these refer to the clear description of the Holy Prophet ^JLj Up &\ in the 
Torah and the Injil. The Jews and Christians went astray in spite of all these 
signs, thereby transforming what was a bounty of Allah into punishment for 
themselves. This will be the outcome of anyone who behaves in a like manner. 

^ y> ^ j3 \ ' <yj$) i£Oj j*=-^J d_^>J\ \j>yu u^Ljj 

(212) The life of this world has been beautified for those who disbelieve and 
they make a jest of the believers. But the pious will be above them on the Day of 
Judgment, and Allah provides for whom He desires without reservation. 

THE BEAUTIFICATION OF THE WORLD FOR THE 
NONBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) AND THEIR MOCKERY OF THE 
MUSLIMS 

According to the above verse, the reason for the obstinacy of the 
nonbelievers (kuffdr) is their infatuation with the things of this world. By 
observing the practices of Islam, they fear a deficiency in their worldly 
possessions. It is for this reason that they remain in disbelief They mock the 
Muslims because the Muslims do not possess much worldly possessions which 
they (the nonbelievers) consider to be a symbol of total success. 

They do not realise that the comforts of this world are temporary whereas 
the Hereafter is everlasting. The people of Belief (Iman) will enjoy elevated 
positions while the nonbelievers (kuffdr) will be condemned to Hell. Allah says in 
Surah Mutaffifin, "On this day (Day of Judgment) the believers, while looking on from 
their couches, will laugh at the nonbelievers (kuffdr)" [Surah 83, verses 34/5] 

Many commentators have written that the verse under discussion was 
revealed with regard to the Arab idolaters like Abu Jahl etc. Their wealth and 
comfortable lifestyles intoxicated them. They laughed at the poor Muslims like 
Sayyidina Amar bin Yasir ^ &\ ^ Jf Sayyidina Suhaib <up i» ^ Jf Sayyidina Bilai 
-up i>i ^ Jf Sayyidina Khabab <^ i»i and Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud & 

<UP. 

According to another opinion, this verse was revealed with regard to the 
Hypocrites (Mundfiqin) like Abdullah bin Ubbay. They used to mock and jeer at 
the poor immigrants of Madinah saying, "Muhammad jJL. 3 Up h says that he 
will conquer other lands with these people!" 

Sayyidina Ata ^ & says that the verse referred specifically to the leaders j 
of the Jewish tribe who used to laugh at the poor immigrants. Allah, however/ 
promised the Muslims the wealth and the Banu Nadhir and the Banu Qurai^ah 
(two Jewish tribes of Madinah) without a fight. Consequently this came to pass 

["Ma'alimut Tanzil/' v.l, p.l85] 
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"Allah provides for whom He desires without reservation." Some commentators 
kave interpreted this verse to mean that Allah may accord to His chosen 
bondsmen whatever he desires without them having to make any effort. Then 
too, He will not require them to account for any of this wealth on the Day of 
Judgment. At the same time, He inspires them to do good deeds. 

The phrase ''without reservation" has been interpreted by some to mean that 
non e can prevent Allah from giving whatever He desires. There will be none to 
take account of this since the treasures of Allah are limitless. 



(213) Mankind was one community and Allah sent (unto them) the prophets as 
bearers of good tidings and warners; and revealed to them the scriptures with 
the truth so that it may judge between mankind concerning the matters wherein 
they differed. Because of their animosity for each other, those to whom it (the 
scripture) was given differed concerning it after clear proofs had come to them. 
By His will, Allah guided those who believe to the truth of that concerning 
which they differed. Allah guides whom He wills unto the straight path. 

MANKIND WAS ONE COMMUNITY UNTIL THEY SPLIT INTO 
DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS BECAUSE OF MUTUAL 
ANIMOSITY 

It is narrated in "Durrul Manthur" \ol, p. 243] that Sayyidina Qatadah 2to 
reports that all those who lived during the period between Sayyidina Adam 
and Sayyidina Nuh fiLJ\ ^ were rightly guided. They all practised upon the true 
Shari'ah until differences began to creep between them. It was then that Allah 
sent Sayyidina Nuh fiLJ\ who was the first messenger of Allah on earth. He 
was sent to the people when their differences had led them to abandon the truth. 
After this, Allah continuously sent prophets and books as a proof against 
mankind. 

According to Kalbi and Waqidi 4* i» ['Tafsir Qurtubi,"v3, p.31] the 
ummatow wahida' (single community) refers to those Muslims who accompanied 
Nuh <ip on the ar k s i nce there were no other Muslims alive at that time. 
After the demise of Sayyidina Nuh fiLJ\ Up, differences arose amongst this group, 
Suiting in the rise of nonbelievers and Polytheists 

Besides the above, numerous other interpretations have been offered with 
^ e gard to the meaning of 'ummatow wahida'. In each case however, the meaning 
0 fte verse will be that at some time in human history, mankind was a single 
^munity, having the same religion and beliefs according to the orders of 
' a ". It was after this that, due to the misguidance of Devil (Shay tan) and 
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mutual animosity, they split into many groups and denominations. To correct 
the situation, Allah sent the various Prophet (Anbiya) r xJ< ^ and the divine 
scriptures. 

These prophets ^ applied themselves to guide man, showing them 
the path to Heaven (Jannah) and warning them against the fire of Hell. By virtu e 
of religion, Allah showed man the distinction between right and wrong, thereby 
deciding their mutual differences. However, many chose not to accept the 
preaching of these prophets pLJ\ ^J^, preferring to continue with their mutual 
differences. Allah, because of His infinite mercy, guided the believers to realise 
the truth and stay clear from falsehood. 

'Only those to whom it (the scripture) was given differed Concerning it. "It ^ 
reported in 'Durrul Manthur" [v.l, p.242] that Sayyidina Ubayy bin Ka'ab i ^, 
aip said that the people referred to in this verse are the Bani Isra'il. He said that 
they rebelled against each other because of their greed for wealth and territory 
Allah guided those of Belief (Imdn) to realise the truth of these differences and 
remain fast on their religion. They disassociated themselves from those who 
constantly caused friction. As a result, these people will also bear testimony or 
the Day of Judgment against the nations of Nuh, Hud, Salih and Shu'aib ^ 
(OLJ. They will say that these prophets fiLJ\ ^+1* had propagated their religion but 
the people refused to accept. 

Throughout the ages, this process has continued; as a result there have 
always existed those on the truth and those on falsehood. The believers should 
understand from this that the nonbelievers (kujfar) will ceaselessly beg to differ, 
refusing to accept the truth despite its evidence. As a result, they will continue 
harming the Muslims, which may sometimes result in full-scale war. Therefore 
"Sabr' (patience and steadfastness) is required as well as the need to spend one's 
life and wealth to stem the tide of infidelity (Kufr). The requirement of Belief 
(Imdn) is that a person remains steadfast as Allah now explains the following 
verses. 




(214) Do you think that you will enter paradise while yet there has not come to 
you the like of (that which came to) those before you? Affliction and adversity 
befell them and they were shaken till the messenger (of Allah) and the believers 
said, "When will the help of Allah come?" Surely, the help of Allah is near. 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO BE PATIENT AT TIMES OF AFFLICTION 
AND THE LESSONS TO BE LEARNT FROM PAST NATIONS 

The Muslims in the time of the Holy Prophet <JL- 3 &\ J^> were constat 
harassed by the idolaters, the Jews and the hypocrites. In Makkah, the idola 
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harassed them, while in Madinah it was the Jews and Hypocrites (Mundfiqin) 
w ho left no stone unturned to make their lives miserable. This resulted in the 
furious battles of Badr, Uhud and Khandaq. Besides this, the Muslims also had to 
withstand the difficulty of hunger and thirst because of a lack of resources. 

"Asbabun Nuzul' (p.60) reports that this verse was revealed on the occasion 
of the battle of the trench when the Muslims suffered extreme hunger, thirst, cold 
and fear. So great was their difficulty that Allah says in Surah Ahzab, "and the 
hearts reached the throats" [Surah 33, verse 10]. Referring to the same episode, Allah 
says in the next verse of Surah Ahzab, "On this occasion, the Believers (Mu'mimn) 
were tested and severely shaken." 

Seeing these conditions, the hypocrites began making all sorts of absurd 
statements, many of which were utterances of infidelity (Kufr). Allah revealed 
this verse informing them that the Heaven (Jannah) that they aspired for cannot 
be had by merely sitting back, but they will have to endure certain tests first. The 
nations of the past endured much adversities until they began to wonder when 
Allah's help would come to them. It was only after great trial that Allah then 
assisted them. 

The hypocrites said, "The promise of Allah and His Prophet ^JL-j Up &t J^> was a 
deception." [Surah Ahzab, verse 12]. The verse under discussion answers this 
statement of theirs and, at the same time, provides consolation to the Muslims. It 
tells them that these difficulties are nothing new, but were also experienced by 
those before. Finally, when they asked when the help of Allah would come, 
Allah sent it to them as this verse states, 'the help of Allah is near" Allah's 
assistance is certain in this world as well as in the Hereafter when the Muslims 
are assured a safe passage to Heaven (Jannah). 

Allama Ibn Kathir Up &\ states that this verse resembles the one in Surah 
Inshirah where Allah says twice, "Verily with difficulty comes ease", [verse 6] Every 
prophet and his followers, especially Sayyidina Muhammad pJL,^ Up A» and 
his Companions (Sahaba) ^ ibi ^ Jf withstood great trials. This will always 
continue as Allah says In Surah Ankabut, "AlifLam Mlm. Do people think that they 
will be safe to say, 'We believeV without being tested? Most assuredly We have put to 
test those before them, and most certainly We shall come to know those who are truthful 
and those who are liars." 

Sayyidina Khabab <up reports that once he complained to the Holy 

Prophet |»-L-j Up iii about the difficulties they suffered in Makkah, asking him 
to make supplication {du'a) for its alleviation. The Prophet ^JL- j Up iv JU> was 
reclining in the shade of the Ka'ba, but sat up to say, "In the times gone by, some 
Muslims were placed in pits, then sawed in two, but this did not deter them from 
their religion. The heads of others were combed with combs of steel, which 
w ould penetrate their flesh and sinews, reaching the skull. This would also not 
deter them from their religion." ["Mishkdtul Masdbih,"p .525, from Bukhari] 




(215) They ask you (Oh Muhammad ^L-j A» J* what they should spend? Say, 
"That which you spend of good, should be given to parents, relatives, orphans, 
needy and wayfarers. Whatsoever good you do, Allah is well aware of it. 

UPON WHOM SHOULD CHARITY BE SPENT 

"Asbabun Nuzul" (p 60) narrates from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas & ^> that 
this verse was revealed concerning the question posed to the Holy Prophet &\ 
^_L-j aJLp by Sayyidina Amr bin Jamuh ^ &\ ^ Jf who asked, "What should we 
spend in charity, and upon whom should we spend?" "Durrul Manthur" ( v j 
p.243) reports from Ibn Juraij 4Jp iii ^ that this verse refers to optional (hi aft) 
charity, not to zakah. 

From the above report, it is gathered that two questions were asked. One 
concerned the type of charity, while the other concerned the recipients. This 
verse answers the second question. Since a person will naturally spend on 
himself and his wife and children, these are not mentioned. Parents receive first 
mention, followed by relatives who include all, be they close or distant. Then 
follows the other categories in which relatives belonging to these categories 
receive priority. 

Abu Dawud reports a hadith wherein a person asked the Holy Prophet 
jjL-j Up &\ t "Towards whom should I show kindness?' The reply was, "Your 
mother." He then enquired, "To whom next?" the Holy Prophet ^ 3 <4± &\ jl> 
said, 'Your father, then your next of kin, thereafter those who follow them/' 

Whatsoever good you do, Allah is well aware of it. " Allah knows all the good 
that a person do^s, be it little or more, and will bestow the full reward upon the 
doer. The wealth spent in charity has been referred to as "khair" (good), denoting 
lawful (halal) wealth since giving unlawful (haram) wealth is no charity at all. 
Usage of this word also denotes wealth spent sincerely for the pleasure of Allah 
because spending without sincerity is no charity at all. 

Commentators mention that the second question has been given preference 
because if the proper recipients are not identified, no amount of charity will earn 
any reward. Much has already been discussed regarding kindness to the poor 
under the verse "Virtue is not that you turn your faces towards the east and west" 
[Surah Baqara, verse 177] 



(216) Warfare has been ordained for you though you may dislike it. Perchance 
you may dislike something that is good for you and you may like something 
that is bad for you. Allah knows and you know not. 

THE OBLIGATION OF JIHAD (RELIGIOUS WAR) AND 
ENCOURAGEMENT TOWARDS IT 



While the Muslims were in Makkah, they were weak and few in nun**- 
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never possessing f the capability nor the divine permission for Jihad (religious war). 
After migrating to Madinah, they received the order to fight their enemies in 
defence, as a verse of Surah Hajj proclaims, "Permission (to fight) has been granted 
to those being attacked because they are oppressed" [Surah 22, verse 39]. Later on the 
order came to fight the Infidels (kuffar) even though they do not initiate the 
aggression. ["Qurtubi" v3, p.38] 

It appears from this verse that it is the binding duty of every Muslim to be 
always engaged in Jihad (religious war), just as he is duty bound to perform his 
Salah and other obligatory duties. However, this is not so, as the Ahadith and 
Qur'an show, e.g. the verse, "All the Believers (Mu'minln) should not go into battle 
collectively. A group should remain from every community to acquire deep 
understanding of the Din" [Surah Taubah, verse 122]. 

Jurists have written that at times Jihad (religious war) is compulsory upon 
every Muslim, while at times it is only compulsory upon a group of Muslims. 
Engaging in Jihad (religious war), either in defence or offence, is permissible. The 
word Jihad (religious war) is derived from the root word "juhd," which means to 
strive, exert or apply oneself It would, therefore, refer to any form of exertion or 
application which is directed towards uplifting the Din (religion). Allah says in 
Surah Bara'a "Go out in battle lightly or heavily, and strive with your wealth and souls 
in the path of Allah. This is best for you, if you but knew." [Surah 9, verse 41] 

Ahadith of Abu Dawud reports that the Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 Up &\ said, 
"Fight the idolaters with your wealth, lives and tongues/ Fighting them with the 
tongue will include debates, speaking against them and encouraging the 
Muslims to fight them. Maintaining all forms of Jihad (religious war) is necessary. 

Allama Jassas Up At writes in "Ahkamul Qur'an" (v. 3 p. 113) that it is the 
opinion of Imam Abu Hanifah U* i»\ -<^ Jf Abu Yusuf Up &\ u^ Jf Muhammad & 
4*, Malik Up &\ u^ Jt etc that Jihad (religious war) is obligatory (Fardh) up to the 
Day of Judgment. However, under normal circumstances, it is not obligatory 
(Fardh) on everyone. Should a group engage themselves, it will suffice for the 
rest, unless those fighting cannot cope with the onslaught of the Infidels (kuffar). 
Then, if it is feared that these Infidels (kuffar) will advance to destroy all the 
Muslims in their towns, it will be incumbent on every Muslim to join in the fight. 

None are of the opinion that permissibility exists for the Muslims of any 
country to remain idle when those of another country are at risk of losing their 
^ives or land. 0;her verses pointing towards the compulsion of Jihad (religious 
ttwrjare: 

£3 * 'And fight in Allah 's path until no corruption exists on the 
earth and the Din (religion) remains only for Allah." 

And fight them so that Allah may punish them by your 

hands.'' 

Ql "And fight those who do not believe in Allah and the Day of 
Judgment." 

S3 "And fight the idolaters wherever you find them." 

^ "Fight the idolaters collectively as they fight you collectively." 



The author of the book "Hidayh" writes that Jihad (religious war) j s 
sufficiency obligation (Fardh Kifdyah). If a sector of the Muslims engage therein, 
the compulsion will fall from the remaining Muslims. On the other hand, if none 
will uphold this responsibility, all will be sinful. It will be incumbent to fight the 
Infidels (kuffar) even though they do not initiate the attack. If the Infidels (kuffar) 
attack the Muslims, it will be compulsory for every Muslim to defend. In this 
situation, a woman may even fight without the consent of her husband, and a 
slave without that of his master because Jihad (religious war) will now be deemed 
Fardh Ain (obligatory upon every individual). ["Hidayah", Chapter ofSiyar] 

As was previously mentioned, Jihad (religious war) should not merely be 
fought for the sake of fighting, but for the promotion of the Din (religion) and its 
dominance. Numerous rules and regulations apply to Jihad (religious war) which 
are discussed in the books of hadith and fiqh. 

SOME LAWS PERTAINING TO JIHAD (RELIGIOUS WAR) 

The author of "Hidayah" writes that when the Muslims lay siege to any fort 
or city of the Infidels (kuffar), they should first invite them to accept Islam. If they 
accept, no fighting shall take place since the Holy Prophet jJL. j ib\ said, "I 
have been commanded to fight until people proclaim 'La Ilaha Illallah', and accept 
the religion I have brought." [Muslim] 

If they refuse to accept Islam, they should be invited to pay the "Jizya" (a 
tax) which will allow them to enjoy the same privileges and share the same 
responsibilities as the Muslims (with regard to the defence of the state). The 
Polytheists (idolaters) of Arabia, however, will not be given the choice of Jizya. 
They may either accept Islam or fight. It is not permissible to fight anyone who 
has not first been given an invitation to Islam. Even those who had received this 
invitation at some earlier stage should preferably be extended another invitation. 

When, finally, they refuse to accept Islam and jizya, the Muslims may 
commence battle, asking Allah's help. In this battle no women, children, aged 
blind or paralysed people may be killed, unless they offer some resistance or are ; 
ruling. {'Hidaya', chapter on "Kayfiyatul Harb"\ 1 

Since the Muslims have forsaken Jihad (religious war), their enemies have 
gained the upper hand and have bound them to such treaties which these 
Infidels (kuffar) continuously contravene. Jihad (religious war) brings only benefit 
for the Muslims, securing authority for them. Muslims have been destroyed 
because of their loss of conviction in the promises of Allah and because they 
comply with the dictates of the Infidels (kuffar). They have lost the fervour to I 
serve the Din (religion), having been confined to minute states because of their 
love for position and power. 

Each is satisfied with his little dominion, employing the support of * 
Infidels (kuffar) to remain in power. This configuration of states has divided ih 
power and strength of the Muslims, causing them to be thirsty for each other 5 
blood on account of petty national differences. If all the Muslims were unitj* 1 
under one leader, and prepared to give their lives for Islam, none would have*!* 
courage to even raise their gazes in enmity towards them. Recognising ^ 
differences between the Muslims, the Infidels (kuffar) have exploited the situate 
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«o divide the Muslims into various splinter states, leaving each one too weak to 
be any force to be reckoned with. However, it is not too late for unity to again set 
patters right. 

THE EXCELLENCE OF THE MUJ AHIDIN 

Sayyidina Sahl bin Sa'd, Anas bin Malik and Abu Hurairah narrate 
that the Holy Prophet ,JL-j Up &\ said, 'A single morning or evening in the 
path of Allah is better than the entire world and whatever it contains/' [Bukhari, 

v.lp.392] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up ii narrates that the Holy Prophet Up iut 
said, "I swear by Allah that I wish to be slain in the path of Allah, then given 

life to again be slain in his path. Then again restored to life to lose it in Allah's 

way, and then again the third time." [Bukhari v.l, p392] 

Sayyidina Abdur Rahman bin Jubair h narrates that the Holy 
Prophet Up JU said, "The fire of Hell will never touch the person whose 
feet were soiled in the path of Allah." [Bukhari, v.l, p.394] 

Sayyidina Anas ibi reports that the Prophet ^JL-j Up 2»i JU said, "No 
person who will enter Heaven (Jannah) would want to return to this world even 
If he is given everything therein. The only exception is the Shahid (martyr), who 
will desire to be returned to meet martyrdom another ten times because of the 
honour accorded to him." [Bukhari, v.l, p. 395] 

Sayyidina Salman Farsi & reports that he heard the Holy Prophet JU» 
jUj Up i>i say, 'To guard the borders of an Islamic state for one day and night is 
superior than fasting for an entire month together with performing Salah during 
this period. Should a person pass away in this condition, he will continue to 
receive the rewards of all his actions, his sustenance will continue reaching him, 
and he shall be saved from the punishment of the grave." [Muslim, v.2, p.142] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up 2bi reports that the Holy Prophet Up 2bt JU 
jJL-j said, "The person who dies without fighting in Jihad (religious war) and not 
even considering doing so, dies upon a branch of nifaq (hypocrisy)" [Muslim,v.2, 

p.Ul] 

The same Sayyidina Abu Hurairah &s narrates that the Prophet i» 
^) said, The person who is injured in the path of Allah, and only He knows 
who was injured in his path, will appear on the Day of Judgment in such a way 
that the wound will still be bleeding. The colour will be that of blood, but the 
smell shall be of musk.' ["Bukhari", v.2, p.313. Muslim*, v.2, p.133] 

THE REWARD OF SPENDING IN THE PATH OF ALLAH 

Once, when a person presented a reined camel for use in the path of Allah, 
&e Holy Prophet ^JL- j Up ibi said, "In lieu of this you shall, on the Day of 
Judgment, receive seven hundred camels, all of which will be bridled." [Muslim, 

The Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up ii>i JL> also said, "The person who supplies the 
'Shipment for the one going out in the path of Allah has also made Jihad 
fabgious war) (i.e. receives the same reward as the Mujahid). The pefson who 
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constantly sees to the needs of the MujahicTs family has also made Jihad (religi 0lls 
war)/ [Bukhari, v.l, p.399] 

REPLY TO THE OBJECTION RAISED BY THE ENEMIES OF ISLAM 
AGAINST JIHAD (RELIGIOUS WAR) 

The Infidels (kuffar) have always portrayed Jihad (religious war) in a negative 
light because their enmity does not allow them to perceive the invitation of 
Islam. Islam wishes to call humanity towards belief in the unity of Allah, all His 
prophets, scriptures, the Qur'an, the finality of the prophethood of the Holy 
Prophet jJujA^i and the religion brought by him. The person believing i n 
all of this is a Muslim, worthy of entry into Heaven (Jannah). The one who does 
not accept is a infidel (kafir), condemned to eternal doom. The sole aim of Jihad 
(religious war) is to invite mankind to Islam; as was previously explained when 
mention was made of the method of Jihad (religious war) as presenting to the 
Infidels (kuffar) the options of either accepting Islam, paying the Jizya or (finally) 
war. The prime objective is to rescue them from the everlasting torment of Hell, 
which is a favour on them, even if it is achieved by Jihad (religious war). If the 
lives of a few are lost in Jihad (religious war), but the rest of the nation accepted 
Islam, it would be to the overall benefit of that nation. 

Even if the Infidels (kuffar) accept only to pay the Jizya, it will still be to their 
advantage because, firstly, their lives will be saved. Secondly, under the Islamic 
rule, they will receive exposure to Islam hearing the adhan (call of the prayer), 
witnessing the Salah and other devotional acts, and benefit from the cordial 
behaviour and piety of the Muslims. In this manner, they will gain the impetus to 
accept Islam, thus saving themselves from the pending doom of the Hereafter. 

The Jizya is in lieu of security and is not collected from every infidel (kafir), 
nor is it an exorbitant fee. All these factors should be understood, whereafter one 
will realize that Jihad (religious war) is to the advantage if the Infidels (kuffar). 

The kafir is a rebel against Allah since the act of infidelity (Kufr) is the 
severest rebellion. In any country, the punishment for rebellion is most severe. 
The infidel (kafir) lives on Allah's earth, eats what He provides, and utilises all 
the amenities provided by Him. Despite all of this, he refuses to believe in Allah 
and even worships others, ascribing them as partners of Allah. Therefore, such 
people do not really deserve to live on Allah's earth. There can be no objection to 
one who wants to rid the world of such evil practices such as infidelity (Kufr) and 
Polytheism (shirk). 

It is indeed ironic that the people of Europe should raise this objection when 
they have plundered numerous countries, leaving tremendous bloodshed in 
their wake. In 1871, the British massacred innumerable people in India while the 
two world wars accounted for the loss of even more lives. The bomb that 
devastated Hiroshima and the so-called crusades were nothing but thoughtless 
massacre. In aid of what noble cause did all of the above take place? Were they 
not to satiate territorial avarice or destroy Islam in the propagation of infidelity 
(Kufr)? These are the deeds of the very nations who falsely claim to be followers 
of Sayyidina Isa f*>U\ Up, and boast that their prophet instructed them to turn the 
other cheek to the person who slaps the one. 
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Then there are the idolaters of India who consider weapons to be a great 
vice and shy away from even killing a rat. On the other hand, they are always 
thirsty for the blood of the Muslim, not missing a single opportunity to cause 
strife between them. Such faceless objectors fail to look at themselves in the 
minor before flinging their dung at others who only wish to trample rebellion 
underfoot. 

"Perchance you may dislike something that is good for you and you may like 
something that is bad for you. Allah knows and you know not." Reference is made here 
to Jihad {religious war) which is instinctively disliked, whereas its results are 
extremely fruitful. Ignoring Jihad (religious war) by remaining at home to tend to 
one's business seems very pleasing, but is in actual fact destructive and a source 
of deprivation. Besides Jihad (religious war), numerous other factors are such that 
they seem detrimental while they are actually beneficial, while other things are 
vice versa. This phenomenon is seen daily. Therefore, success is in following only 
the commandments of Allah. 

"Allah knows and you know not." Only He possesses real knowledge and 
understands precisely what is beneficial and detrimental for his creation. 




(217) They question you (Oh Muhammad) & J^> with regard to warfare 
in the sacred months. Say, "Warfare therein is a grave sin, but to prevent (man) 
from Allah 's way, to disbelieve in Him and the Masjidul Haram, and to expel 
its people thence is a far greater sin with Allah. Corruption is worse than 
killing." They will continue fighting you till they turn you away from your 
religion if they can. Whosoever turns away from his religion, then dies in 
disbelief such people are the ones whose actions are lost in this world and in the 
Hereafter. These are the dwellers of the fire wherein they shall abide forever. 

(218) Verily those who believe and those who emigrate and strive in the way of 
Allah, these have hope of Allah 's mercy. Allah is Most Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. 
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CAUSING CORRUPTION AND PREVENTING PEOPLE FROM THE 
PATH OF ALLAH AND THE MASJIDUL HARAM IS WORSE THAN 
KILLIING 

The Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 ii once appointed Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Jahash <up iiii to lead a contingent of Companions (Sahdba) ^ & with 
instructions to spy on a caravan of the Quraish at a place called batn Nakhlah 
(this was located between Makkah and Ta'if). Upon reaching their destination, 
the group of Companions (Sahdba) ^ &\ saw the caravan passing with a load 
of merchandise from Ta'if. This caravan comprised of Amr bin Hadrami, Hakam 
bin Kaysan, Uthman bin Abdullah bin Mughira and Naufal bin Abdullah. When 
these Infidels (kuffdr) saw the Companions (Sahdba) ^ ii ^ Jr they were startled. 
When Sayyidina Abdullah bin Jahash ^ &\ noted their fear, he consulted 
with his companions, and they decided to attack the caravan. 

Consequently, Sayyidina Waqid bin Abdullah Tamimi & & shot an 
arrow that killed Amr bin Hadrami, while Hakam bin Kaysan and Uthman bin 
Abdullah were taken captive. These were the very first prisoners of war captured 
in Islam. The fourth person escaped. The captives as well as all the merchandise 
were taken to Madinah. This episode transpired on the day after the 29th of 
Jumadal Ukhra. The Sahaba ^ ^ were unable to determine whether it was 
the 30th of this jumadal Ukhra or the 1st of Rajab, which is one of the four sacred 
months wherein fighting was forbidden during the period of ignorance, as well 
as at the beginning of Islam. (The sacred months were Dhul Qa'dah, Dhul Hijjah, 
Muharram and Rajab). 

Although the month of Rajab was not confirmed when the incident 
occurred, the Poytheists of Makkah exploited the situation to make it a target of 
criticism. They said that the Holy Prophet (JL, j ^ JL* had permitted war in the 
sacred months and killed people who were innocently earning their sustenance. 
They inflated the issue and scorned the Muslims who had participated in the 
skirmish. 

The Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ also disapproved of the incident and did not 
lay a hand on the captives, nor the captured goods. He reminded these 
Companions (Sahdba) ^ & that he had not permitted fighting during these 
months and they regretted their action very much. They pleaded that they were 
unable to judge the month since the moon of Rajab had not yet appeared. At this 
juncture Allah revealed this verse, whereupon the Holy Prophet ^ j U* & J^> 
according to the Islamic principles of distributing, booty, separated one fifth of 
the captured merchandise and distributed the remaining portion amongst those 
Companions (Sahdba) ^ &\ who participated in this expedition. The two 
captives were set free on ransom, but one of them viz. Hakam bin Kaysan 
accepted Islam and remained in Madinah. He was martyred at Ba'Ir Ma'una. The 
second captive returned to Makkah and died as a infidel (kdfir). ["Asbabun hJuzul,' 
p.64-66. "Rithul Ma'ani, v.2, p .107] 

Allah admonishes the Polytheists by saying that although fighting hi the 
sacred months is sinful, they should first examine their own actions. They 
engaged in actions much worse than this by disbelieving in Allah and preventing 
others from accepting Islam and from entering the Masjidul Haram. They 
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wrongly expelled from the Masjidul Haram its residents and rightful upholders 
of its sanctity when they forced the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ and his 
Companions (Saiiaba) ^ &\ to migrate to Madinah. ['Qurtubi", v.3, p.46] 

"Corruption is worse than killing/' The Polytheists of Makkah tortured and 
harassed the Muslims in an effort to revert them to idolatry. This was indeed a 
great form of corruption which far exceeds the killing of an individual during a 
sacred month which was not even conclusive. 

Allah then sounds a warning to the Muslims, saying, "They (the Infidels 
(kuffar)) will continue to fight you until they turn you from your religion" They will 
never be satisfied with your Belief (Iman) and will ceaselessly try to deviate you. 
Just as the Infidels (kuffar) are steadfast in their false religions, so too should the 
Muslim be equally steadfast in Islam. As they attempt to bring the Muslims into 
their religion, the Muslims should also try to convert them. 

THE LAWS PERTAINING TO THE MURTAD (APOSTATE) 

"Whosoever turns away from his religion, then dies in disbelief such people are the 
ones whose actions are lost in this world and in the Hereafter. These are the dwellers of 
the fire wherein they shall abide forever" 

The person who after being a Muslim, turns to any other religion (all of 
which are regarded as infidelity (Kufr)), then all the actions that he carried out 
while still a Muslim will be considered to be lost. He will receive no reward for 
them in the Hereafter. Like the other Infidels (kuffar), he shall be in the fire of 
Hell till eternity. Allah says in Surah Ma'ida, "Whoever rejects Iman, then verily his 
actions are lost and he will be amongst the losers in the Hereafter ." [verse 5] 

The (Murtad) apostate should be spoken to, and all his doubts should be 
cleared. He will be given three days in which to decide his fate where after he 
will be put to death should he not revert to Islam. If a woman turns (Murtad) 
apostate, she will be imprisoned indefinitely until she reverts to Islam. She will 
also receive counselling and if she does not revert to Islam, she will be 
imprisoned for life. The above is in accordance to the religion (Madh'hab) of 
Imam Abu Hanifah Up &\ i** Jm According to Imam Shafi'I Up the woman 

will also be put to death after three days. 

All the wealth of a (Murtad) apostate will cease to belong to him. It will only 
be returned to him once he reverts to Islam. If he dies in this state of infidelity 
(Kufr), or is killed due to his 'irtidad" (apostasy), the wealth which he earned 
while still a Muslim will be distributed to his Muslim heirs. That wealth which 
he acquired as a (Murtad) apostate will be regarded as the wealth of "Fay" (i.e. it 
will be placed m the public treasury to be used for the needs of the general 
Muslim public). According to Imam Shafi'i Up At both categories of his 
wealth will be regarded as Fay" . 

The (Murtad) apostate will be divorced from his wife immediately upon his 
apostasy. He will also be deprived of any inheritance that he is due to receive 
from another Muslim. Neither will the "Janazah Salah" (funeral prayer) be read 
for him, nor will he be buried in a Muslim cemetery. Any animal that he 
slaughters will now be considered unlawful (haram). None of his good actions 
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such as fasting, Salah, Hajj, Umrah etc. will bring him any rewards in the 
Hereafter. 

If the (Murtad) apostate reverts to Islam, he will be saved from the eternal 
punishment of the Hereafter and will now be treated as a Muslim having all the 
responsibilities of Islam applicable to him. There exists a difference amongst the 
jurists concerning the rewards for good actions which were previously lost as 
well as with regard to the Hajj which was previously performed. According to 
Imam Abu Hanifah & ^j, the rewards for all his actions cannot be recovered. 
The same applies to the Hajj which will have to be repeated. A new marriage will 
have to be contracted with the consent of the wife. She cannot be married to him 
against her wishes. 

THE (MURTAD) APOSTATE IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE VERSE 
"THERE IS NO COMPULSION IN RELIGION" 

The question may arise with regard to the (Murtad) apostate that the death 
threat given to him is a form of compulsion which contradicts the verse in Surah 
Baqarah, "There is no compulsion in religion" [verse 256]. In reality, this verse does 
not apply to the Murtad at all since it refers to the Infidels (kuffdr) who have not 
yet accepted Islam. The person who has already accepted Islam has understood 
its concepts, derived benefit from its blessings and therefore has no alternative 
but to remain as a Muslim or suffer the death penalty. The Holy Prophet ^ J* 
fJL-j said, "The person who changes his religion should be put to death" ["Bukharx," 
v.2, p. 1023] 

"Verily those who believe and migrate and strive" Allama Ibn Kathir ^ 
writes [v.l, p.254] that when the .Holy Prophet <X* 3 Ai J^> extracted the 
"Khums" (l/5th) from the booty brought by Sayyidina Abdullah bin Jahash ^ 
ajlp Ai, he asked, "Oh the Holy Prophet ^j^i ^,1 wish that our expedition 
may be regarded as Jihad (religious war) and we receive the reward of the 
Mujahidm." The above verse was revealed on this occasion informing them that 
the believers who migrate and fight in Jihad (religious war) truly possess hope in 
Allah's mercy. It is understood from this verse that entertaining such hopes are 
permissible and the error of these Companions (Sahdba) ^ A» was forgiven 
by Allah. 

LESSON: It is understood from the verse, "Say, Warfare therein is a grave 
sin", that engaging in battle during the four sacred months is not permissible. 
This fact is also gathered from the following verse of Surah Bara. "The number of 
months according to Allah are twelve in His book, the day He created the heavens and the 
earth, four of which are sacred" [Surah 9, verse 36] 

There is a difference of opinion with regard to this prohibition. Sayyidina 
Ata bin Abi Rabah ^ At i*j states that this prohibition of warfare in the four 
months still stands, unless one is attacked. According to Sayyidina Sulaiman bin 
Yasar Up 2bi and Sayyidina Said bin Musayib Up 2bi this prohibition has 
been abrogated, making warfare permissible during these months. Allama Jassas 
-Op i\ i^j writes that this second opinion is held by all the contemporary jurists. 
The verses, "Fight the idolaters wherever you find them" and "Fight those who do not 
believe in Allah nor the last day' were revealed after the prohibition. ["Ahkdmul 
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Quran' ',v.l,p.332\ 

Allama Qu^tubi iiii a^> writes in his tafsir [v.3, p.43] that the jurists 
unanimously agree that the prohibition for fighting in the four sacred months 
has been abrogated. It will now be permissible to engage in war during these 
months. Sayyidina Zuhri Up &\ i^j states that the above prohibition was 
abrogated by the verse, 'And fight the idolaters collectively" [Surah Taubah]. Other 
Scholars (Ulama) say that the Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 Up himself abrogated it 

when he fought the Bani Thaqif during a sacred month and dispatched the army 
of Sayyidina Abu Amir Ash'ari &\ to wage Jihad (religious war) in the 
valley of Autas. Therefore, fighting during these four months is permitted by all 
schools of thought - especially when fighting in self-defence. 

^ l^St; Q% 4 c£f\ p fit 

(219) They question you about liquor and gambling. Say, "In both is great sin 
and some benefit for man; but the sin is far greater than their usefulness." And 
they ask you what they ought to spend. Say, "That which is extra." Thus Allah 

makes clear to you His revelation so that you may reflect (220) Upon the 

world and the Hereafter. And they question you concerning orphans. Say, "To 
improve their lot is best" If you mingle your expenses with theirs, then they are 
your brothers. Allah knows him who corrupts from him who improves. If Allah 
wills He could overburden you. Allah is Mighty, The Wise. 

THE PROHIBITION OF LIQUOR AND GAMBLING 

In these verse, Allah begins by mentioning the law regarding liquor and 
gambling. Although both have some benefit, their harm and sin are greater. This 
teaches us that the benefit of a thing does not necessitate its lawfulness. A 
forbidden thing will remain such despite its usefulness, and earn its user 
destruction in both worlds. A detailed discussion regarding liquor and gambling 
will, Insha Allah, take place in Surah Ma'idah under the verse, "Oh you who 
believe, indeed liquor, gambling, idols and divining arrows are filth from the acts of Devil 
(Shay tan), so abstain there from so that you may be successful" [verse 90]. For now it 
will suffice to understand that every form of intoxicant and gambling is unlawful 
(haram), irrespective of its method or name. 

WHAT SHOULD BE SPENT IN THE PATH OF ALLAH? 

This question has already been discussed previously, but more emphasis 
was laid on the recipients of charity, viz, parents, relatives, orphans, beggars and 
wayfarers. In this verse under discussion, the actual wealth is discussed that has 
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to be spent. In "Lubabun Nuqul" a narration of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ ^ ^ 
recorded wherein he says that when Allah instructed spending in charity, the 
Companions (Sahdba) ^ i» asked the Holy Prophet jJL-j a> what 
portion of their wealth should be spent. In reply to this question, this verse was 
revealed informing them to spend of that which is over and above their 
necessities. 

"Thus Allah makes clear to you His revelation so that you may reflect upon the 
world and the Hereafter \" When spending, a person should consider well and 
reflect about the eventual outcome of his spending. He should gauge whether it 
will be of benefit to him in the Hereafter or not. He must also see that the excess 
wealth does not merely accumulate; at the same time he should not spend so 
much that it leaves him penniless and in need of other's charity. Another aspect 
to consider is that he should not be so generous to others that he neglects the 
needs of his own family. 

After spending in all the obligations (Fardh) and compulsory (Wajib) ways, it 
will be permissible to save the leftover wealth. However, it is better to give this 
also in charity. Every person may utilise this wealth according to the level of his j 
piety. One is also allowed to spend everything, as the Holy Prophet ^L-j Up &\ jl* j 
did by never keeping anything behind for the following day. After fulfilling 
one's necessities, a person is allowed to store something as was done by 
Sayyidina Uthman bin Affan and Abdur Rahman bin Auf <up ifci ^> Jm The Holy 
Prophet jJL- j aJl& iiji never prevented them from this in spite of knowing about 
it. 

"And they ask you about the orphans." It is narrated in "Durrul Manthur' (v.l, 
p.355), in an extract from Abu Dawud and 'Mustadrak of Hakim, that Sayyidina 
Ibn Abbas <up it reported, 'When the verses like, 'Do not approach the wealth of 
the orphans except with grace/ and 'Those who unlawfully consume, the property of 
orphans fill their bellies with fire/ were revealed, people who had orphans in their 
custody began to separate their food from the orphans in their charge so as not to 
be guilty of consuming their wealth. Whatever food was left over would be kept 
aside and, on many occasions became spoilt. When they approached the Holy 
Prophet f-L- j aJLp 2»i for further guidance in this matter, this verse was revealed. 

The verse serves to explain that the actual purpose of caring for orphans is 
to improve their lot, by spending on them in their best interests. The person 
should not intend, by utilising the wealth of the orphan, that he or his children 
will gain. If their wealth is spent neither extravagantly, nor in a miserly manner, 
then Allah will not take the guardian to task. All are brothers and should eat and 
drink together as such. Allah knows exactly who intends good and who does 
not. 

"If Allah wills He could overburden you" If indeed Allah so pleased, he could 
instruct a person to always cook separately for the orphans, not even allowing a 
slight bit of mixing in the food. This would have really complicated matters, so a 
person should be grateful to Allah and practise His simplified injunctions, 
bearing the correct intention in mind. 

"Verily Allah is Mighty, The Wise" He is able to take anyone to task, while, at 
the same time, all His injunctions are filled with wisdom. 
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(221) Do not marry idolatresses till they believe; for a believing slave is better 
than an idolatress even though she may be pleasing to you. And do not give 
your women in marriage to idolaters till they believe, for a believing slave is 
better than an idolater even though he may be pleasing to you. They invite 
towards the fire, while Allah invites towards Heaven (Jannah) and forgiveness 
by His order; and He expounds His revelation to mankind so that they take 
heed. 

THE PROHIBITION FROM MARRYING IDOLATERS AND 
IDOLATRESSES 

This verse prohibits Muslim men from wedding polytheist (Mushrik) 
women unless they become Muslims. Many of these women are very attractive, 
thereby enticing men to marry them. However, it is better to marry a Muslim, 
slave girl instead. The same applies to an idolater, with regard to whom a slave is 
better. If these people accept Islam, they are to be treated as any Muslim should 
be and one may marry them. 

Thereafter, Allah mentions the reason for not marrying such people. It is 
possible for them to mislead their Muslim spouses into disbelief, the ultimate 
end of which is \he fire of Hell. They will also influence their children to do the 
same, thereby leading them also into the everlasting fire. This danger will not 
exist when the spouse is a Muslim even though s/he is a slave. 

LESSON: The broad context of this verse makes it evident that no marital 
relations should exist between a Muslim and a polytheist, atheist, fire 
worshipper, etc. If such a marriage does take place, it will not be recognised in 
Islam, rendering all marital relations unlawful (hardm). The only exception exists 
in the case of a Muslim man marrying a Jewess or a Christian woman. 
Permission is granted for such a relationship in the beginning portion of Surah 
Ma'idah and this injunction shall be discussed there, Insha Allah. 

It is sufficient to understand that although this is allowed, nevertheless, it 
will be best to abstain, especially in these times when such women only marry 
Muslim men to turn them and their children away from Islam and to spy on 
them for the enemies. Sayyidina Umar & Ai ^> Jt during his reign as caliphate 
(khildfah), prevented the Sahaba from taking such women into wedlock for the 
very same reason. ["Kitabul Athar" of Imam Muhammad bin Hasan Shaybani aJLp iui u* Jf p. 
89] 

Because of the system of co-education, it is all too common these days that 
Muslims marry non-Muslims in courts. If the marriage takes place with mutual 
consent, in the presence of at least two witnesses, then the marriage will be 
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recognised if the man is Muslim and the girl a Jewess or Christian. This will not 
be the case if she is a polytheist like a Hindu, Sikh or fire worshipper. On the 
other hand, if the girl is Muslim and the boy a non-Muslim, the marriage will not 
be recognized at all, even though he be a Jew or a Christian. 

Marriage will also not be permitted with any person who, in spite of 
claiming to be et Muslim, holds certain beliefs of infidelity (Kufr). Examples of 
these are those who deny the finality of the prophethood of the Holy Prophet 
jJL-j <Op i»i those who say that the Qur'an was adulterated as well as those 
who claim that Allah is within their Imams. 

"Asbabun Nuzul" (p. 66) records a report that a companion (Sahabi) by the 
name of Abu Marthad Ghanawi ^ &\ asked the Holy Prophet ^ 
whether he could marry an extremely beautiful polytheist (Mushrik) woman of 
the Quraish called Anaq. Upon this request, this verse was revealed. 

It is also reported in the same book that once Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Rawaha ^ angrily slapped a black slave woman he owned. He 

immediately regretted the incident and related it to the Holy Prophet ^ JU 
fJL-j who enquired as to what type of a woman she was. He replied, 'Oh 
messenger of Allah jJL. 3 -2bi JU, she fasts regularly, performs her Salah with 
proper ablution (zvudhu) and testifies to the oneness of Allah and your 
prophethood/ The Prophet ^JL-j Up iwi said, "Oh Abdullah, she is a Muslim." 
He exclaimed, "I swear by the Being Who sent you with the truth, I shall free her 
and take her as my wife!' True to his word, he did as he had expressed, but met 
with much scoffing (from others who preferred marriage to polytheist (Mushrik) 
women due to their beauty). It was on this occasion that this verse was revealed, 
which said, "A believing slave is better than an idolatress even though she may be 
pleasing to you" 




(222) They ask you (Oh Muhammad Up A» J-p concerning menstruation. Say, 
"It is impure uo leave the women during menstruation and do not go unto them 
until they are cleansed. So when they have cleaned themselves properly, then go 
unto them whence Allah has ordered you. Verily, Allah, loves those who repent 
excessively and those who stay clean and pure." 

THE INJUNCTIONS CONCERNING MENSTRUATING WOMEN 

To develop the human race, Allah created a special relationship between 
man and woman which is exercised after contracting marriage and then abiding 
by Allah's ordained injunctions. Allah also instilled the desire within both sexes 
that prompts them to reproduce. Allah then imbibes the love between parents 
and children which allows for the nurturing and upbringing of the child. A 
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fundamental cog in this natural process of reproduction is the menstruation of 
rQtn en (called Haidh or Mahidh in Arabic), which usually occurs in mature women 
on a monthly basis. 

Certain special laws apply to menstruating woman. She shall neither fast 
nor perform Salah during her menstruation cycle. She will not have to make up 

missed Salah, only the fasts. She cannot enter a Mosque (Masjid), make 
Tawaf, recite the Qur'an or touch it without an unattached cover. 

Another related law is that her husband may not cohabit with her during 
this period as mentioned in the above verse, 'so leave the women during 
menstruation and do not go unto them until they are cleansed." It is permissible to 
live, eat and drink with a menstruating woman, as well as derive pleasure from 
any part of her body except the portion between the navel and the knees. This is 
in contradiction to many other religions that preach total separation from 
menstruating women. 

Sayyidah Aysha i** ^ reports that, during her menstruation, she used 
to comb the hair of the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 in J^>, while, at times, he would 
even lie on her lap and recite the Qur'an when she was in this condition. She 
also says that during her menstruation. The Holy Prophet jJL- _> Up <5>i would 
instruct her to tie a cloth around her waist before sleeping with her. [Bukhari,v.l, 
F A3/44] 

In a narration of Muslim (v.l, p. 143), Sayyidah Aysha iui says that 
during her menstruation, she would drink water from a cup where after the Holy 
Prophet jJL- j Up isi JU would drink from the same place. Similarly, she would bite 
off a bone then give it to the Prophet <X* j Up &\ ju who would eat from the same 

place. 

Sayyidina Anas op &\ reports that it was customary for the Jews not to 
eat drink, nor live with menstruating women. When the Companions (Sahaba) 
^ &\ asked the Holy Prophet jJL. j Up j»i JU> regarding this situation, the 
above verse was revealed. After this revelation, the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up &\ 
told them to do anything except indulge in sexual relations. Upon hearing this, 
the Jews said that the Prophet pJL-j Up &\ JU wished to contradict them in every 
action. When Sayyidina Usaid bin Hudair and Abbad bin Bishr op As heard 
this remark, they said to the Holy Prophet jJL. j Up &\ JL*, "Since the Jews are 
saying this, should we rather not separate from our wives during their menstrual 
cycles? 7 On hearing this, the face of the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up iwi changed 
colour (indicating displeasure with their suggestion), [v.l, p.143] 

All the above Ahadith made it clear that the verse prohibits sexual relations 
and not general living relationships. 

"So when they have cleaned themselves properly, then go unto them whence Allah 
ordered you.' This verse instructs that sexual relations take place only from the 
vaginal passage, thereby prohibiting anal sex. 

"Verily Allah loves those who repent excessively" This verse emphasises inner 
spiritual purification by means of repentance and abstinence from sin. 

"(and Allah loves) those who are clean and pure." Here all forms of physical 
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impurities are discouraged, whether they be on the clothing, the period 0 f 
menstruation or satisfying one's passions in the impure organ of a menstruating 
women. 



(223) Your women are a tilth unto you, so approach your tilth as you desire, and 
send (good deeds) ahead for yourselves. Fear Allah and know that you will 
meet Him; and give glad tidings to the believers. 

THE ABOMINATION OF ANAL SEX AND REFUTATION OF A 
JEWISH CONCEPT 

Bukhari (v.2, p.649) records a hadith of Sayyidina Jabir i» wherein he 
mentions the saying of the Jews that the child of that person will be squint who 
enters his wife's vagina from the rear. This verse refutes this conception of theirs, 
by declaring women to be the tilling fields of men, whom they may enter from 
any direction as long as it is in the correct passage. This verse also alludes to the 
fact that the purpose of conjugal relations is reproduction, as has passed in an 
earlier verse of Surah Baqarah viz. "and seek what Allah has decreed for you" . This 
refers to seeking children, which is one of the objectives of marriage, along with 
the other objective of preserving one's chastity. 

Sayyidina Ma'qal bin Yasar ^ A» narrates that the Holy Prophet i 
fL>j said, "Marry such women who show a lot of love and are able to bear many 
children (which may be determined by seeing the other women of her family), 
because I will boast about your numbers on the Day of Judgment." [Abu Dawud, 
v.l, p.280] From this it is also understood that family planning and birth control 
methods contradict the psychology of Islam. 

The reference to enter one's tilth denotes that the woman may only be 
entered from that passage which will serve to produce children, since she would 
otherwise not be a productive field. This was the same thing mentioned in the 
previous verse where Allah said, "then go unto them whence , Allah has ordered you. 
Verily , Allah loves those who repent excessively and those who stay clean and pure/' 

"So approach your tilth as you desire" Commentators mention that a clear 
prohibition was not issued regarding anal sex because of the disgusting and 
abominable nature of this action. However, this prohibition is perfectly 
understood from the mode of address. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah A» ^ reports that the Holy Prophet 4* & > 
(JL-j said, 'That person has refuted the religion brought by Muhammad 4* & J* 
pi- j who has intercourse with a menstruating woman or enters a woman from 
the anus or goes to a fortune teller." ["Mishkdtul Masabih," p. 56] 

"Durrul Manthur' (v.l p.264) reports a hadith from Abu Dawud and Nasal 
wherein the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up k said. "That person is cursed who satisfies 
his lust by the back passage of any man or woman. 
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It is also recorded in "Durrul Manthur" that someone asked Sayyidina Abu 
parda & about the person who enters his wife from her anus. He replied 
that only a infidel (kafir) will do such a thing. This clearly shows that it is 
unlawful (haram) to sodomise one's wife, which is an action of the Infidels 
(kuffar)' This verse does not prohibit sexual intercourse in a standing or sitting 
posture. 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ <3>i reports that the Holy Prophet ^JL* j <uU iui 
said regarding this verse that it allows sexual intercourse from the front or the 
back as long as the correct passage is used, however it will not be permissible to 
have intercourse during menstruation. 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ 2»i also reports that the Holy Prophet & 
^Uj said, 'Allah will not look at the person who gratified his passions via the 
anus of another man or woman". [Tirmidhi] 

"And Send (good deeds) ahead for yourselves. Fear Allah and know that; you will 
meet Him" This verse includes every form of good and discourages the 
commission of all sins, be they major or minor. Thereafter, Allah outlines the 
method whereby piety (taqwa) can be achieved by saying, "And know that verily' 
you will meet Him" The person who keeps this fact in mind will be able to live a 
life of piety and taqwa, resulting in "Give glad tidings to the believers". 




(224) And do not make Allah an obstacle for your oaths to do good, attain unto 
piety and foster good relations between people. Allah is All Hearing, All 
Knowing. 

OATHS SHOULD NOT BE A MEANS OF EVADING PIETY AND 
RIGHTEOUSNESS 

It is reported in "Asbabun Nuzul" {p. 72) that this verse was revealed with 
regard to Sayyidina Abdullah bin Rawaha ^ i» when he took an oath not to 
visit, speak, nor mend ties between his sister' and brother-in-law, when a dispute 
arose between the couple. In "Durrul Manthur" [v.l, p.268], Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 
*-* narrates that this verse was revealed concerning some people who used 
to take oaths not to carry out certain righteous deeds. 

When an oath is taken, it should be to do a good action. It is not permissible 
to take an oath to do any sinful act nor to refrain from any good act. Many 
people take sinful oaths such as swearing not to visit a certain relative, or not to 
accept a particular Muslim's invitation or not to perform Salah in congregation. 
This verse informs such people not to make Allah's name an obstacle for doing 
good actions because, by taking such oaths, they will not carry out certain good 
^eds saying that they had sworn not to do so. Oaths are not meant to avert good 
^eeds. Therefore, any person making such sinful oaths should break them and 
P a y the due Kaffara {expiation). 
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Sayyidina Auf bin Malik M ^ says that he once asked the Holy Prophet 
^JL-; aJLp i»i J^ t "I have a cousin who once refused to help me in my need, and did 
not wish to maintain our ties of kinship. Later, he came to me requesting some 
assistance but I had already taken an oath not to help him, nor to promote ties of 
kinship between us. What do you advise me to do?" the Holy Prophet 4^^^ 
<X* 3 told him to assist the cousin and pay the due expiation (Kaffara) for breaking 
his oath. ["Mishkatul Masdblh" , p.297] 

Allah says in Surah Nur, 'The pious and wealthy amongst you should not take 
oaths to refuse relatives, needy and immigrants in Allah 's path] but should forgive and 
overlook Do you not desire that Allah forgives you? And Allah is the All Hearing, All 
Knowing" [verse 22]. This verse was revealed when Sayyidina Abu Bakr **> 2»s ^ u 
on account of some misdemeanour, took an oath not to spend on his nephew 
whom he had being assisting previously. 

Sayyidina Abdur Rahman bin Samurah ibt ^ narrates that the Holy 
Prophet pJL^ Up i»i JL* said, 'When any of you take an oath, then realise that doing 
the opposite is better, he should break the oath and pay the expiation (Kaffara). 
| ''Mishkatul Masabih, Pg.296 from Bukhari and Muslim] 




(225) Allah, will not take you to task for your futile oaths but will try you for 
that which your hearts intend Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Clement. 

THE LAWS AND TYPE OF OATHS 

Oaths are of three types: The first type, called 'Ghamus", occurs when a 
person takes a false oath regarding an action of the past e.g. He swears that he 
had done a certain action whereas he did not, or vice versa. The Holy Prophet 
pJL-j Up says in a narration of Bukhari, 'Major sins are Polytheism (shirk), 

disobedience to parents, murder and the 'ghamus' oath" ["Mishkatul Masabih', p.17]. 
The word ghamus is derived from the root word 'ghams' which means the 
complete merging of one thing into another. Certain scholars explain that this 
particular term is used because such a false oath will cause a person to be 
submerged in Hell. 

The second type of oath, called "Mun'aqida" , is when a person takes an oath 
concerning some future action e.g. He swears that he will do a certain action, or 
will not do some action. By breaking such an oath, expiation (Kaffara) will be 
compulsory (Wajib), as is mentioned in Surah Maida. The details regarding the 
expiation (Kaffara) will Insha- Allah be mentioned there. 

The third type is when a person takes an oath concerning a past action, 
being convinced of its truth, whereas it never occurred. This is called 'Laghw 
(futile oath). The above verse makes reference to this type of oath regarding 
which a person will not be answerable. 
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According to Sayyidah Aysha i» ^ j the futile oath is that which is used 
in common dialogue e.g. 'Wallah' (Words which are not intended as oaths but 
resemble them). [Bukhari, vl, p.986] 

The verse concludes with the statement that Allah is Most Forgiving and 
Clement since He will not require a person to render any account for these 
unintentional utterances. 




(226) Those who swear not to go near their wives should wait four months. Then 
if they retract then verily Allah is Mast Forgiving, Most Merciful. (227) If they 
resolve to divorce then verily Allah is All Hearing, All Knowing. 

THE OATH NOT TO GO TO ONE'S WIFE 

There are several laws in Shari'ah with regard to a person who takes an oath 
not to cohabit with his wife. If he does not stipulate a time for this oath,- it will be 
termed 'eela', meaning that if he does not cohabit with her within four months; 
then a 'Ba'in' divorce will take place. This means that he will not be able to take 
her back in marriage without her consent and without contracting a new 
marriage ceremony. The same law will apply if he swears not to have intercourse 
with her for a period of four months or more (even if he swears not to do so for 
the rest of his life). In the above circumstances, if he does cohabit with his wife, 
the oath will be broken and she will not be divorced from him. However, the due 
expiation (Wajib Kafdra) will have to be paid - which is mentioned in Surah 
Maida. 

If he takes an oath not to cohabit with her for a period less than four 
months, the law will be different. Should he cohabit within the stipulated period, 
expiation (Kaffara) will have to be paid and she will not be divorced. However, if 
he fulfilled his oath, there will neither be any expiation (Kaffara) due from him 
nor will his wife be divorced from him. 

FIRST LESSON: The "eela' will expire when the person cohabits with his 
wife, which entails a practical retraction of the oath. However, if this is not 
possible due to either party being ill or the wife being a minor, he may verbally 
retract his oath within the stipulated period. However, if cohabitation becomes 
possible within this period, the verbal retraction will no longer be valid. It will 
now be imperative that he cohabits with her, failing which she would be 
divorced from him. 

SECOND LESSON: If a person swore never to cohabit with his wife and 
then divorced her, the oath will still apply. This means that if he marries her 
again, he will not be able to cohabit with her until he breaks this oath and pays 
the expiation (Kaffara). 

THIRD LESSON: The four months stipulated in the above laws will be 
calculated with the lunar calendar only. 
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Sayyidina Ibn Abbas i»i reports in a narration of "Asbabun Nuzul" 
\p.72] that 'eea' took place for periods of a year and more during the period of 
ignorance. Allah restricted this period to four months. Therefore, any period less 
than four months will not be termed 'eela' and if the oath is not broken within 
four months, the divorce will be pronounced. 

Sayyidina Said bin Musayib <M & says that people during the time of 
ignorance would exasperate their wives by using the system of Ila. A person who 
neither desired to keep his wife, nor wanted anyone else to marry her, would 
take an oath to never cohabit with her. In this way she had to spend her lif e 
without being married, nor unmarried. Allah then restricted this period of Ila by 
revealing the above verse. ['Ma'alimut TanziV, v.l -p.202] 




(228) Divorced women should wait for three (menstrual) courses. It is not lawful 
for them to conceal that which Allah has created in their wombs if, indeed, they 
believe in Allah and the last Day. Their husbands are most deserving to take 
them back within this period, if they desire reconciliation. And they (women) 
have rights similar to those (that men have) over them in kindness; and men are 
a degree above them, Allah is Mighty, The Wise. 

THE WAITING PERIOD (IDDAH) OF DIVORCED WOMEN 

Allah ordained the institution of Nikah (marriage) because men and women 
are mutually dependent on each other, deriving solace from each other. They live 
intimately with each other, making a life together. Whenever any unpleasant 
incident occurs, they overlook it and continue with their lives. However, 
occasions do arise which are irreconcilable and it may also occur that the two 
simply cannot live together. In this situation, Allah has allowed the options of 
divorce ("Talaq") and 'Khula' {divorce obtained on wife's initiative). 

Many religions, though permitting marriage, do not recognise divorce. They 
scorn and jeer at Islam, but after being forced into certain situations, they have 
themselves included it into their religions. Since they have themselves included it 
in their faiths, they perpetrate many excesses and deficiencies in the matter. 

Although Islam encourages and promotes mutual love and affection 
between the couple, it does not force them to strain such a relationship ty 
pretence when the two cannot be reconciled. 

One of the many laws governing the divorce is the waiting p er ^ 
afterwards, during which time the divorced woman cannot marry another 
This is referred to as the "Iddah which literally means 'to count/ This wore 
used since she will have to count the months or menstrual periods to determtf* \ 
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its expiry. These verses, as well as the opening few of Surah Talaq, discuss the 

va rious laws of divorce. 

If the divorced woman is expecting at the time of her divorce, her Iddah will 
expire upon the birth of the child, as stated in verse 4 of Surah Talaq, 'The term 
of the expectant woman is the delivery of her child/ 

If she is not expecting, her Iddah will expire after three months if she 
experiences no menstrual cycle (due to young age, menopause or some other 
cause). This is explained in the following verse of Surah Talaq, "The limiting period 
-s three months for those of your women who have no hope of menstruating or have never 
Menstruated." [Surah 65, verse 4] 

With regard to those women who are not expecting but do menstruate, they 
will have to wait till the completion of three menstrual cycles before terminating 
their Iddah, irrespective of the time this takes. . s .en a person divorces his wife 
during her non-menstrual period (called Tuhr - it is forbidden to divorce a 
woman during her menstrual cycle), she will then await her next menstrual 
cycle- After this has expired, she will then pass another two periods of purity 
(tuhr), whereafter the third menstrual cycle will be her last. This will signal the 
expiry of her Iddah. 

The determination of this Iddah will be the sole responsibility of the woman 
since none other can determine whether she is expecting or not nor when her 
menstrual cycles occur. For this reason, she has to be honest in the matter. A 
dishonest woman may claim that she is neither expecting, nor capable of 
menstruating if she knows that these conditions will lengthen her Iddah. 
Similarly, she may lie concerning the length of her menstrual cycles to shorten 
her iddah. Such behaviour is forbidden as stated in the verse under discussion, 
It is not lawful for them to conceal that which Allah has created in their wombs if indeed, 
ihe\j believe in Allah and the Last Day." 

A person who is conscious of his pending presence before Allah, Who is 
aware of every action, will be imbued with the quality of honesty and 
trustworthiness, and therefore will never speak a lie. 

"Their husbands are most deserving to take them Back within this period, If they 
'■Mire reconciliation]' The person who pronounces two clear divorces will reserve 
&e right to take his wife back within the Iddah without contracting another 
marriage. Such a divorce is termed 'Raj'i', but will become "Ba'in" should he not 
take her back within the Iddah. In such a case (Ba'in), a new marriage will have 
to be contracted with her prior consent. 

The divorce pronounced in this way (clearly) before consummation of the 
marriage W ill not be Raj'i but Ba'in. If a man chooses to take his wife back within 
jte Iddah, none should revile him nor attempt to dissuade him. On the other 
fln, d, all efforts should be made to reconcile the couple. It will be best if all 
parties involved are pleased with the reconciliation even though the man 
reserves the sole right to take her back if he wishes. When doing so, his intention 
0u »a also be amicable and with a sincere view to reconcile, as Allah states, "if 
ne ll desire reconciliation." 

Many men merely take their wives back to vent their rage and thereafter fail 
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to fulfil their rights while, at the same time, not divorcing them. This is done to 
spite the woman and prolong her suffering. Others divorce their wives merely t 0 
place them into lengthy Iddah, then take them back without any intention 0 f 
making her life better. Such practices are not permissible and un-Islamic. 

THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN ISLAM 

'And they (women) have rights similar to those (that men have) over them i n 
kindness" This verse makes it evident that not only do women owe certain rights 
to men, but men also owe rights to women. It is in total contradiction of Islamic 
teachings if a man pays no heed to the needs and rights of his wife. 

The plight of women prior to the advent of Islam was indeed a pitiful one 
Even after the passage of time, the status accorded to women by Islam is 
unparalleled. The idolaters of India used to burn alive the woman whose 
husband had died, while no religion accorded a share of inheritance for women 
During the period of ignorance, a woman was regarded as a mere commodity 
who had to serve her husband, possessing no wealth of her own. Upon the death 
of her husband, she became the property of his heirs, who would marry her off 
to whomsoever they pleased. It often occurred that, in this instance, men would 
marry their own stepmothers. Infant girls were buried alive or killed at birth. 

Islam accorded to the woman her rightful status, while at the same time, not 
placing her upon the same standing of a man. She now ceased being a mere 
object of utility, enjoying a rank of her own. She became the queen of her home 
the revered mother and beloved jewel of her husband. She was also the rightful 
heir to the estates of relatives, possessing complete authority to utilise her wealth 
lawfully as she pleases without her husband's interference. Together with her 
share of inheritance, she also reserves the right to stipulate her dowry which will 
be her sole property. 

Islam has also emphasised the maintenance of family ties which no Muslim 
can overlook. These must be fostered with a person's mother, sister, aunt and ail 
other relatives irrespective of their gender. The husband has to treat his wife 
well, providing for all her needs and requirements, just as children must behave , 
respectfully towards their mothers, according them their due honour. It has thus j 
elevated the status of women to an exclusive level. * 

THE LACK OF CHASTITY AMONG THE MAJORITY OF WESTERN 
WOMEN 

In the western society, women have been robbed of their chastity, and kept 
merely for the carnal gratification of men. Women are not only deprived of then 
inheritance and dowry, but marriage itself is scorned upon and considered J- 
defect. Couples live together for years without contracting a formal marriage 
fulfilling all their desires within their relationship. Some do eventually man? 
but their children are already illegitimate. 

The result of such relationships is that the mother often ends up with * 
responsibility of bringing up the children, the natural consequence of whfc 
her entry into the labour market. Consequently, she sheds all her femiflj* 
innocence and purity to either shine the shoes of passing men, stand behtnu 
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shop counter, or adorn herself in provocative attire to attract business to sell 
some commodity. 

It is indeed unfortunate that some of our so-called Muslims are also 
enamoured by this feminist 'freedom/ They prefer their women to doll up in 
promiscuous outfits and parade the malls and marketplaces. Even worse is the 
fact that these unenlightened ladies consider this debasing behaviour to be a 
source of pride. 

It is regrettable that today's woman fails to perceive that it is best for her to 
ascend to the position of a queen in her own home, demanding the respect and 
honour of her family. In this way, she shall receive income from her husband, her 
inheritance, and still reserve the care and attention of her husband for herself She 
will also be able to spend her wealth as she pleases. 

In the western world, a woman is not considered to owe any rights to 
anyone. Therefore, she cannot expect anyone to fulfill her rights either. The so- 
called rights they demand are not really rights at all, but are only to her 
detriment. In these western countries where adultery is rife, thousands of 
children are without any family, leading lives of utter solitude and loneliness. 
What is ironic is the fact that these people claim to grant rights to women while 
they feel not the slightest guilt to murder and plunder women and children in 
their wars and aggressions against others. 

THE STATUS OF MEN OVER WOMEN 

"And men are a degree above them." This verse outlines the fact that although 
men and women share mutual responsibilities and rights owing to each other, 
men possess superiority over women. This is further elucidated by the following 
verse in Surah Nisa, "Men are the overseers of women by virtue of the fact that Allah 
accords superiority of some over others, and because man spends from his wealth, 
[Surah 4, verse 34] 

Allah has placed the responsibility of maintenance upon the man as well as 
accorded him the privilege of exercising authority over women. For this reason, 
she has to obey him in domestic, religious and social matters. Without this, The 
system of marriage cannot function. At the same time, man has not been vested 
the authority to oppress her, nor waive her rights or destroy her wealth. The 
woman should understand that the husband is her leader, while the man should 
think that Allah has blessed him with the custody of a woman to aid him in this 
life. He must then make every effort to be cordial and polite to her, seeing to her 
every need. In this way the lives of parents and children will be comfortable and 
good. Allah says in another verse, "and live with' them (women) in a most amicable 
manner" This instruction includes all forms of polite behaviour, keeping her 
tights and needs in mind. 

Since man has been given the position of superiority, he should endure all 
the woman's failings, otherwise what is the purpose of this rank? the Holy 
Prophet jJL-j a> &\ said, "A believing man should not harbour enmity for his 
wife due to some flaw in her. If he dislikes something in her, he may very well 
like some other quality of hers/' [Muslim, v.l, p.475] 
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Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ &\ reports that the Holy Prophet^ 3 ^ ii 
said, ''The best of you is the one who is best unto his wife, and I am the best unto 
my wives." [Ibn Majah, p. 142] 

Sayyidah Aysha i** Ai narrates that the Holy Prophet ^j^^^ said, 
'The people with the most perfect Belief (Iman) are those who possess the best 
morals and behave most compassionately towards their wives." ["Mishkatul 
Masabih," v. 2, p.284] 

"And Allah is Mighty, The Wise." This verse serves to remind one that no 
person should think that he will not be taken to task for transgressing Allah's 
laws. None can escape His justice since He is the Almighty and Powerful. At the 
same time, all His injunctions are replete with wisdom and in conformity with 
man's needs and abilities. No other mode of living can supersede that which 
issues from Him. 



(229) Divorce is pronounced twice whereafter (the woman) is either retained in 
good faith or released in kindness. It is not permissible for you to take anything 
from what you have given them except (in the case when both fear that they will 
not be able to keep within the limits imposed by Allah. If you fear that they will 
not be able to keep within the limits of Allah, then there shall be no sin for 
either of them should the woman ransom herself. These are the limits imposed 
by Allah, so transgress them not, for those who transgress Allah 's limits are 
indeed the oppressors. (230)If he had divorced her (the third time), then she is 
not lawful unto him thereafter until she weds another husband. Then if he (the 
other husband) divorces her, there shall be no sin upon either of the couple that 
they return unto each other if they consider that they are able to observe the 
limits set by Allah. These are the limits of Allah which He manifests for those 
who have knowledge. 

SOME LAWS OF DIVORCE AND KHUL'A 

The best way to divorce a woman, if the need to do so is pressing, is to 
pronounce one unambiguous divorce during a period of "Tuhr" (when a woman 
is not menstruating) in which no sexual contact was made. This will be 
considered a "Raj'!" divorce if the marriage was consummated (otherwise it 
would be Ba'in). This will, however, become Ba'in once the Iddah has expired. A 
Ba'in divorce would mean that he will lose the right to take her back into his 
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wedlock without her consent (i.e. her consent and a new marriage contract is 
operative before remarriage.) The same will apply if he pronounced another 
c lear divorce before the expiry of this Iddah. 

If he issues a third divorce it will now be termed Mughallaza, meaning that 
n e cannot ever wed her again unless she is married to another person and 
consummates the marriage, whereafter he dies or divorces her, and she 
compl etes her lddah. If this subsequent marriage is not consummated, she can 
still not be married to the previous husband, as is clearly stated in the Ahadith. It 
is Makruh Tahrimi {close to unlawful (haram)} for an agreement to be reached 
between a couple to marry, consummate the marriage and then be divorced. The 
Holy Prophet JL* has cursed such people. [Ibn Majah and Hakim, v.2, p.199] 

The most despised Lawful (haldl) action in the sight of Allah is divorce, as 
reported in a hadith of Abu Dawud (v.2, p.296). Divorce has been disallowed 
during the menstruation since this is a period wherein a man is disinclined 
towards his wife. All of this is in keeping with the temperament and welfare of 
the human. The Holy Prophet ^JL- j ^ once instructed Sayyidina Abdullah 
bin Umar -up &\ to take back his wife after divorcing her during her menstrual 
cycle. She could only be divorced when she was pure or expecting. [Muslim, v.l, 
pA76] 

According to a narration of Bukhari (v.2 p. 803) the Prophet ^ i 
instructed him to retract the divorce and pronounce another during the Tuhr. 
This, he added, should be before any intercourse takes place. 

One should only issue a divorce after much deliberation. Then too, if it is 
deemed absolutely necessary, it must be done thoughtfully, during the man 
wherein no sexual relations transpired. If one truly ponders over all these 
injunctions, it will be realised that the welfare of man has been accommodated 
throughout. Should a person, in contravention of Allah's laws, pronounce three 
divorces (either collectively or separately), he will have to suffer the pain of 
having his wife married to and 'used by another man before having her back. 

Although the right of divorce rests with the man, a woman has not been 
deprived of securing a divorce should the situation warrant it. This may be 
achieved through the agency of Khul'a, whereby she offers to pay him a 
stipulated sum in exchange of a divorce. If he agrees, payment will be due from 
her and a Ba'in divorce will come into effect. This does not mean that she is able 
to divorce herself from him, nor can she do so in a court without a reason that 
the Shari'ah regards as valid. In certain extreme circumstances it is possible that a 
Muslim judge or ruler revokes a marriage upon the woman's plea. Details of this 
are to be found in the books of Islamic Law (Fiqh). However, it should be borne 
in mind that no Muslim couple can be separated by a infidel (kafir), irrespective 
of the circumstances. 

If a couple, despite all efforts, cannot reconcile and they feel that by 
remaining together, the laws and limits of Allah will be transgressed, they may 
opt for Khul'a. If the man was at fault, he should issue the divorce without 
accepting any recompense. If, on the other hand, the wife was in the wrong, the 
husband may only accept a maximum of that amount which equals her dowry. If 
" e demands more, the Khul'a will be valid, but he will be guilty of a great sin for 
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perpetrating an act which is detestable or reprehensible (Makruh). 

The wife of Sayyidina Thabit bin Qais <up &\ once told the Holy Prophet 
pL-j aAz &\ ju, "\ have no qualms with regard to Thabits character and piety, bm \ 
detest showing ingratitude as a Muslim (therefore I wish to be separated from 
him since I cannot live with him)." The Holy Prophet ^Uj a> &\ J^> asked, "D 0 
you consent to returning the orchard (which was given in dowry to you)?" She 
agreed, whereupon the Prophet jJL- . <4± i» JL* instructed Sayyidina Thabit i ^ 
ajlp to accept the orchard and pronounce a divorce. [Bukhan, v.2, p.794] 

This hadith clearly expounds the legality of Khul'a and further elucidates 
the fact that it should be practiced only as a last option. 

Ruling : By merely using the word Khul'a with the husband's consequent 
acceptance, a divorce will be enforced, where after the woman should remain in 
Iddah. Another type of divorce called "Talaq Bil Mai" may also be implemented 
whereby the husband proposes to issue a divorce upon a specified sum. If the 
wife accepts, a Ba'in divorce shall apply, and she will have to pay the amount. 

Note: In the above two verses, mention is first made of two Raj'i divorces, 
then Khul'a. Next Allah mentions another divorce which is irrevocable. When 
Allah says, "If he had divorced her then she is not lawful unto him thereafter 
until she weds another husband," reference is made to the third divorce and not 
a fourth. The one mentioned in between was merely coincidental. 




(231) When you divorce women, and they reach their term (Iddah), then retain 
them in kindness or release them in kindness. Do not retain then; to hurt them 
and transgress the limits set by Allah, for whoever does so, has verily oppressed 
his own soul. Make not the revelations of Allah a joke; and recall the bounty of 
Allah upon you and the scripture and wisdom which He has revealed to you, 
exhorting you thereby. Fear Allah and know that surely Allah is Aware of every 
thing. 

THE PROHIBITION TO HURT DIVORCED WOMEN 

This verse emphasises that a divorced woman should be allowed tt 
continue with her life once the Iddah has expired if the husband does not wish tt 1 
take her back. He should not hurt her by taking her back just before its expiry 
then issue a second divorce to confine her to another Iddah. A Sahabi of ^ 
Ansar did such a thing, thereby extending the woman's Iddah to nine montf* 
This verse was then revealed saying, ''retain them in kindness or release them 
kindness. " 



Besides this instruction, Allah mentions further, "Do not retain them to hurt 
them and transgress the limits set by Allah for whoever does so, has verily oppressed his 
[nun soul" Such a person has done a great injustice to himself because by hurting 
believing woman he has earned himself the due punishment and deprived 
himself of rewards. 

The Holy Prophet pJL-j Up &\ JU> said, 'That person is accursed who hurt a 
geliever (Mu'min), or assisted in the scheme to do so." [Tirmidhi] 

MAKING A JOKE OF ALLAH'S REVELATION 

"Make not the revelations of Allah a joke." It should not be that a person 
practises Allah's injunctions when he wishes, then disregards them at other 
times. Every order should be strictly adhered to at all times. 

Sayyidina Mahmud bin Labid <*&\^>j narrates that once the Holy Prophet 
j^, &\ J^> was informed about a person who pronounced three divorces at 
once. The Prophet jJL-j Up in stood up in anger and said, "Do people play 
with the book of Allah while I am still in your midst?" Seeing the magnitude of 
his fury, a Sahabi enquired, "Should I not kill this person?" ["Mishkdtul Masabih" p. 
184] 

Pronouncing three collective divorces is prohibited in Islam. A person may 
only issue three if each is pronounced in a separate tuhr. It is reported in the 
Muatta" that a person once asked Sayyidina Ibn Abbas & i» what he had to 
say about the fact that he had given his wife a hundred divorces. Sayyidina Ibn 
Abbas &\ replied, "You divorced her with three, but made a mockery of 
Allah's book with the other 97." ["Mishkatul Masabih", p. 284] 

RECALL THE BOUNTIES OF ALLAH 

"And recall the bounty of Allah upon you and the scripture and wisdom which He 
has revealed to you," Recalling Allah's bounty refers to showing gratitude for them 
and not utilising them in sinful acts. All His orders must be implemented, for 
within them lie great wisdom and benefit. 

"Exhorting you thereby." A person should take heed of whatever has been 
revealed and not ignore anything. 

"Fear Allah and know that surely Allah is aware of everything." He is aware of 
every action of man and will accord the rightful rewards or chastisement. He is 
fully conscious of where man's goodwill and prosperity lies, so every effort 
should be made to enact His commands, thereby averting destruction. 

lesson: Divorce will be valid even if pronounced in jest. The Holy Prophet 
^) Jl* said, "Three things are such that shall be deemed serious whether 
*ey be earnest or in jest; marriage, divorce and taking back (of the divorcee)." 

{"Tirmidhi ",v 1, p. 191 and "Hakim" v.2, p.198] 

Lesson: "Make not the revelation of Allah a joke." Although this was 
specifically revealed in connection with divorce, its broad context permits 
a Ppiication to any situation where Allah's laws and verses are mocked or jeered 
at The gravity of the sin is just as great, whereas if such an act is deliberately 
P er petrated, it will constitute infidelity (Kufr). Allah addresses the Believers in 
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Surah Ma'idah, "Oh you who believe, do not take as friends those who have 
received the Book before you and the disbelievers, who make a mockery and sport ofy 0llr 
Din (religion). Fear Allah you are believers. When you call them to Salah they make q 
mockery and sport thereof. That is because they are a nation who do not understand," 
[verses 57 and 58] 

In the discussion of those to dwell in Hell, Allah says in Surah Jathiyah, 
"This (punishment) is because you made a jest of Allah's revelation, and the worldly Hf e 
beguiled you." [verse 35] 

Despite their claims to Islam, many people jeer at the Qur'an, Ahadith and 
Sunnah of the Holy Prophet r - 3 & J^- Islam totally absolves itself from such 
people. Many think that they are doing a service to Islam by carrying out 
outrageous actions such as filming the Hajj and its various rites. They portray the 
numerous scenes at the Ka'ba, the black stone, Mina, etc, thinking that these are 
invitations to Islam, while in reality they amount to no more than amusement 
and entertainment. Such sinful photography and cinematic coverage taint these 
actions of virtue. 

In such absurd dramas the noble Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ ^ are 
portrayed without beards and with overgrown moustaches which is a total 
mockery of these great personalities. Gatherings of Qira'ah are televised with the 
photographs of the readers spread all over newspaper pages. In the name of the 
Qur'an, photography is given precedence. All of this is screened in universities 
and colleges as Islamic subject matter, where girls and boys view them sitting 
side by side. During such Islamic sessions, the very injunctions of Islam are 
violated. Banks sporting Islamic names are involved in interest transactions, 
while people use unlawful (haram) wealth for Hajj, Umrah and for conveying 
rewards to the deceased. All this is tantamount to the making of Allah's 
revelation a joke and game. 

People do not even perceive these grave sins, and continue mocking at those 
adhering to the Sunnah. The worst part of this is that these taunts stem from the 
very ones who claim to be Muslims. May Allah grant them all the proper 
understanding. Am in. 




(232) When you divorce (your) wives and they reach their terms, prevent them 
not from marrying their husbands if it is agreed between them in good faith. 
This is an admonition for him amongst you who believes in Allah and the Last 
Day. This is purer for you and cleaner. Allah knows and you know not. 

DIVORCEES MAY NOT BE PREVENTED FROM REMARRY!^ 
THEIR PREVIOUS HUSBANDS IF THEY WISH TO DO SO 

This instruction contained in this verse is directed specifically at the fa nl! '- 
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and guardians of the divorced woman. Once she has completed her Iddah, the 
divorce becomes Ba'in, thereby allowing her to marry any person she desires, 
even if it may be her former husband. It may occur that a man divorces his wife 
at the spur of the moment when enraged or, on the other hand, she may ask for a 
divorce in a moment of fury. Later, when they reflect upon the situation; they 
realise that it was only a minor incident and that they will be able to live together 
again quite amicably. However, the father, brother or other relatives of the 
woman consider her return to the husband an insult to them and try to prevent 
this reconciliation. At times, it has also occurred that they wish to extort money 
from him to remarry. Such behaviour is strongly criticised in this verse. 

Sayyidina Ma'qal bin Yasar ^ i»» ^ j narrates that this verse was revealed 
with reference to him. He explains that he had married his sister to a person who 
later divorced her. After the expiry of her Iddah, the same person came with a 
proposal to remarry her. Sayyidina Ma'qal ^ &\ told him that he had married 
her to him upon the previous occasion, sent her to live with him and she served 
him, but only to be divorced. He then took an oath never to marry her to him 
even though the man was suitable and the woman was prepared to return. On 
this occasion, the above verse was revealed. Sayyidina Ma'qal ^ ^ then went 
to the Prophet (JL- j &\. and told him that he intended to comply to the 
instruction in the verse. Consequently, he married the couple and paid the 
Kaffara (expiation for the breach of an oath). Another narration adds that upon the 
revelation of this verse, Sayyidina Ma'qal ^ said. "I hear the instruction of 

my Lord and I obey!" ["Durrul Manthur", v.l, p.287 from Bukhari, Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi, 
Hakim and others] 

Some commentators maintain that the verse also refers to the marriage of 
such women to other men besides their previous husbands. Should she wish to 
marry any such man, then too her relatives, as well as the former husband 
should not pose as obstacles to the intended marriage. The verse contains the 
clause of "in good faith" meaning that this intended marriage be in conformity 
with the Shari'ah. If it is contrary to this, it will be compulsory for another party 
to prevent its occurrence. The woman should ensure that the next husband is 
suitable in all respects so as not to invoke any objections from her family. 

"This is an admonition for him amongst yon who believes in Allah and the Last 
Day. This is purer for yon and cleaner. Allah knows and you know' not" Acting 
contrary to Allah's laws creates strife and distress which lead to the commission 
of sins and robbing Muslim men and women of their honour and chastity. 
People may think that they know what is good for them when, in reality, their 
sense of Judgment is erroneous. They may only view the matter from an angle of 
piety and overlook human emotions, leading to many complications. Therefore 
one should follow that which is ordained by Allah, Who knows every thing. 
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(233) Mothers shall suckle their children for two whole years, (that is) for those 
who wish to complete the suckling. The duty of feeding and clothing the 
nursing mothers in a seemly manner rests with the father of the child. None are 
charged beyond their capacity. A mother should not be made to suffer because 
of her child, nor should the one to whom the child is born (be made to suffer) 
because of his chilled On the heir is incumbent the like thereof If the couple 
decide to wean the child by mutual consent and consultation, there shall be no 
sin upon either of them. If you wish to give your children out to nurse, there is 
no sin on you provided you pay what is due from you according to the norm. 
Fear Allah and know that most definitely He sees what you do. 

THE LAWS OF SUCKLING 

When children are born to a couple living amicably, each of them has strong 
loving emotions for the child, displaying every concern to attend to the 
upbringing and comfort of the child. The mother therefore tends to suckling 
without demanding remuneration. According to Scholar (Imam) Abu Hanifah 
a-Ap & it is not even proper for the mother to request payment if she is being 
provided for by the father. 

When a divorce takes place, the first question to arise is the custody of the 
child. The ruling in this case is that the mother retains custody of boys until they 
reach the age of seven and girls until they turn nine. It should be borne in mind 
that she shall lose this right to custody if she marries a man who is not the close 
relatives (Mahram) of the child. While the children are in her custody, it will still 
be obligatory for the biological father to provide for them. 

If the child is still being suckled when the divorce takes place, the mother 
cannot claim remuneration for breastfeeding during the Iddah because the 
husband will be supporting her for this duration. Once the Iddah expires, she 
may claim payment until he child is two. Up to this age, the father will have to 
pay for the maintenance and expenses of the child as well. When the child turns 
two, the father will no longer be liable for the suckling but will still have to 
support the child. 

According to Scholar (Imam) Abu Hanifah i» the maximum duration 
for breastfeeding is two and a half years, while the other Scholars (Imams) restrict 
it to two. Therefore, if a woman suckles her child for more than two years (but 
less than two and a half, she will not be entitled to remuneration for the extended 
period. However, such a child can still not many those who were suckled by the 
same nursing mother during the period after two years. This is so because, in the 
matters of marriage, added caution is exercised. 
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THE MOTHER AND FATHER MAY NOT BE MADE TO SUFFER 
BECAUSE OF THEIR CHILDREN 

"None are charged beyond their capacity." This verse advises suckling mothers 
n ot to demand as payment more than what their former husbands can afford. 

"A mother should not be made to suffer because of her child, nor should the one to 
whom the child is born (be made to suffer) because of his child.' Once the divorce has 
taken place, the couple should desist from causing undue suffering to each other. 
If the mother is, for some reason, incapable of suckling the child and wishes to be 
excused from the task, the father should not force her, neither should he coerce 
her' into suckling for free if she requires remuneration. In no way should he 
unduly exploit her maternal affection for ulterior motives. By the same token, if 
she is prepared to suckle the child, it will be wrong for him to give the child over 
to another woman out of spite. 

"On the heir is incumbent the like thereof" This verse implies that if the father 
dies, the responsibility of caring for the child will fall squarely on the heir's 
shoulders. If the child inherits some wealth, all the expenses of this child shall be 
paid from the inheritance. If on the contrary, the child possesses no wealth of his 
own, the heirs will have to spend from their own wealth to defray expenses. 

According to Scholar (Imam) Abu Hanifah aJp iut i^ Jf the heirs referred to are 
those of the child (those who shall inherit from the child should the child die), as 
well as the (Mahram) close relatives of the child. If a single person fits into both 
these categories, he will have to support the child single-handedly. If there are 
many such heirs, they shall share the expenses in relation to their respective 
allotted shares of the estate. 

A (Mahram) close relative is that person to whom one may not be married. If 
both people are of the same gender, the relationship of being a (Mahram) close 
relative can be established by assuming either one to be of the opposite gender. 
If, after this assumption, it is concluded that the two cannot marry, they will be 
deemed to be (Mahram) close relative to each other. For example, an uncle cannot 
marry his niece, therefore he will also be regarded as a (Mahram) close relative to 
his nephew. 

Ruling: Suppose a father dies, leaving nothing for his infant son to subsist 
upon, and the only heirs of the child are his mother and his paternal grandfather. 
According to their respective shares to this child's estate, the mother will have to 
contribute towards one third of the child's expenses, while the remaining two 
thirds will be borne by the grandfather. 

A CHILD MAY BE WEANED OFF BREASTMILK BEFORE TWO 
YEARS BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT 

"If the couple decide to wean the child (before huo years) by mutual consent and 
wisultation, there shall be no sin upon either of them." This should be done with the 
welfare of the child as priority. This may be done if, for example, the mother's 
mil k dries up or becomes infected and the child refuses to suckle by another 
^oman. It may also occur that the child stops suckling on his own. It will be 
Omissible to wean the child in all such circumstances where the welfare of the 



child may be adversely affected by suckling. 



THE LAWS OF PAYING FOR SUCKLING 

"If you wish to give your children out to nurse, there is 110 sin on you providid y 0ll 
pay what is due from you according to the norm". Keeping the well being of the child 
in mind, if the couple decide to hire a wet nurse, there will no prohibition from 
the Shari'ah. However, if the mother wishes to suckle the child after her Idciah as 
well, but at a fee, the father will have no right to take the child away from her to 
hand over to another wet nurse. He may only do so if the mother demands a fee 
that is exorbitant in comparison to the wet nurse or her (the mother's) milk has 
become contaminated due to illness. 

Ruling : Even though another woman suckles the child, the mother reserves 
the right to care for the child during the interim period. The father is obliged to 
make the necessary arrangements for this purpose. 

Ruling : The wage paid to the nursing mother should be a fair one and must 
be paid in full on the stipulated time without delay. This is implied in the verse, 

'you pay what is due from you according to the norm. 

Ruling: If any other service is required from the wet nurse in addition to 
suckling, then it should be stipulated in the contract. 

Ruling: A wet nurse may be employed with the stipulation of food and 
clothing as wages, but this must be clearly defined. No other employee may be 
employed on this basis. 

"Fear Allah and know that most definitely He sees what you do." It should always 
be borne in mind that no action goes unnoticed by Allah. Any contravention to 
His laws, be they concerning suckling or anything else, will deserve His wrath 
and punishment. 




(234) Those of you who die, leaving their wives behind, then they (the wives) 
shall remain by themselves (in Iddah) for four months and ten days. When they 
reach their terms, there shall be no sin on you should they, in decency, do with 
themselves as they please. Allah is Informed of what you do. 

THE LAWS CONCERNING THE IDDAH OF A WIDOW 

This verse stipulates the Iddah of a widow as four months and ten d0 
wherein she may not wed another man, nor adorn herself in any way. These ta*j 
have been extracted from the Ahadith. The Iddah of the pregnant widow ^ 
expire upon delivery, even if it be merely an hour after the husband's death <j 
many months thereafter. This has been stipulated in the following verse or $ uf 
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Talaq, 'The limiting period of the expecting mother is (up to) delivery/ [Surah 65, verse 4] 

Ruling: The widowed woman has to spend her Iddah in the house wherein 
she lived with her husband. If she is forced to earn, she may do so, but has to 
return immediately upon finishing her work. 

Ruling: If the man died on the first night of the Islamic month (the night on 
w hich the new moon was sighted), the Iddah will be counted as four months and 
ten days thereafter. However, if he died at any other time, a period of 130 days will 
be counted thereafter as the term for the Iddah. 

Once her Iddah has expired, she is at liberty to do as she pleases on 
condition that she conforms with the Shari'ah. In this way, if she wishes to 
remarry, none can stop her, but if she wants to perpetrate any impermissible 
action, she must be prevented. This is implied by the verse, "When they reach their 
terms, there shall be no sin on you should they, in decency, do with themselves as they 
please.' 

"Allah is Informed of what you do.' If this woman, or any man for that matter, 
has to commit an act of disobedience, Allah must know about it and will give the 
necessary chastisement. 

j^*- jy^ <0}\ J) \ yJ&J t>JjJo-\& S^JL>\ U Jl*> 

(235) There is no sin on you for marriage proposals should you proclaim them 
subtly or conceal them within your hearts. Allah knows well that you will 
remember these women, but do not secretly promise to marry them except by 
saying recognised words. Do not resolve to marry until the prescribed term has 
run its course. Know well that verily Allah knows what is in your hearts, so fear 
Him. Know (also) that Allah is Forgiving, Most Clement. 

THE PROHIBITION TO SEND AN EXPLICIT MARRIAGE 
PROPOSAL TO A WIDOW 

A widow still passing her Iddah may not be sent an explicit marriage 
Proposal. If it is sent indirectly or by the use of ambiguous words there will be no 
Prohibition, e.g. He tells her not to grieve for, Allah will provide her another 
husband, etc. There will also be no sin to conceal one's intention to marry within 
*e heart. Allah has given such concession, but He has forbidden the mixing of 
^ two in secret as well as their marriage before the expiry of the Iddah. 

it- ^ Ven a ^ er tne ex P* r y °f me Iddah, Allah again warns man to be aware of 
^ sver presence and not to commit any sins. If a person erroneously sins, then 
should not be despondent since Allah is also Forgiving and Most Clement. 
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(236). It is no sin on you if you divorce women while yet you have not touched 
them nor fixed a dowry for them. Provide for them ("Mut'ah") the rich according 
to his means and the poor according to his means. A fair provision which is a 
bounden duty for those who do good. (237) If you divorce them before touching 
them and you have stipulated the dowry, then half of it (shall be due), unless the 
women or those possessing the tie of marriage forgo it. To forgo is nearer to 
piety, and forget not kindness amongst yourself. Verily Allah sees all that you 
do. 

THE LAWS OF DOWRY AND MAT' AH 

The first law stated in this verse is that the person who does not 
consummate the marriage, nor stipulates any dowry, will owe the wife nothing 
when divorcing her. However, as a token of goodwill, he should give her what is 
termed as "Mut'ah'. This may take the form of a set of clothing, consisting of 
three pieces, a scarf, an upper garment, and a third garment that covers the entire 
body from head to feet. The quality of these garments should be in accordance 
with the man's financial welfare, as implied by the verse, "The rich according to his 
means and the poor according to his means. A fair provision which is a bounden duty for 
those who' do good/' Since every Muslim possesses the inherent quality to do good, 
this verse serves to inform us that this behaviour is not compulsory on an open 
sinner. 

It is also learned from this verse that it is permissible to marry without prior | 
stipulation of the dowry. If this took place and she was divorced or he died after 
consummation, she will receive the standard dowry received by other women of 
her family. If there was no consummation, but the dowry was stipulated, she is 
entitled to half the agreed amount. Of course, it will be fine if she waives the 
entire amount or he gives the full sum, as stated, "Unless the women or thot- \ 
possessing the tie of marriage forgo it. To forgo is nearer to piety" The one possessing 
the tie of marriage refers to the husband, If the dowry was specified and ft* 
marriage consummated, the full sum will be due from the husband, in forgoing 
one's right for the benefit of another lies immense rewards. 

"and forget not kindness amongst yourself" People should continue dealing 
justly with each other and forget past differences. 

"Verily Allah knows all that you do" This very same reminder recurs^ 
numerous occasions so that it is ever present in the mind. This will ensure that* j 
actions are carried out properly and neither Allah's rights, nor those of ^ arl 
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neglected. 




(238) Remain wary of your prayers, especially the middle one and stand in 
humility before Allah. 



THE ORDER TO SAFEGUARD THE SALAH, ESPECIALLY THE 
MIDDLE ONE 



In the midst of the discussion concerning divorce, mention is made of Salah. 
In all situations of life, Allah should never be forgotten, and Salah is the epitome 
of His remembrance, which is the life source of this world. Even in the heat of 
occupation, Salah must never be omitted. Special reference is made of the 
"Salatul Wusta" ("middle Salah"), which, according to many authentic narrations 
refers to the Asr Salah. It receives special mention because its time is usually 
when one is occupied. At this particular time, people are generally engrossed in 
distracting activities which may even impede the most mindful people. 

Sayyidina Ubadah bin Samit ibt narrates that the Holy Prophet iin JL* 
^ 4* said, 'Allah has made the five Salah compulsory. Allah has taken a pledge 
to forgive the one who performs them observing the proper ablution (unidhu), 
time and carrying out the kneeling (niku) with humility. Whoever does not do 
this has no pledge with Allah, if he wills he may forgive them, otherwise He may 
punish them/' [Abu Dawud, v.l, p. 61] 

"...and stand in humility before Allah." The word "qanitin" may be translated 
as 'in humility', 'in obedience' or 'with serenity/ Sayyidina Zaid bin Arqam &\ 

narrated that they [the Sahaba ^ ito ^jj used to talk during their Salah until 
this verse was revealed, whereafter they would remain absolutely silent {except 
for the Qur'anic recitation and prayers (du'ds)}. [Bukhari, v.2, p.650] 

Sayyidina Mujahid <uU Xbi j explains Qunut to mean that a person performs 
long Bowings (ruku's), his gaze remaining fixed on the ground in humility, and 
he does not turn to look anywhere else. He should not even move the pebbles 
from the place of prostration, nor entertain any worldly thoughts. 

Other commentators explain it to mean that a person perfects his obedience 
to Allah without allowing the slightest deviation from any act necessary for his 
obedience. ["Ruhul Ma'ani", v.l, p. 107] 



(239) If you are in fear, then (perform Salah) while standing or riding, and when 
you return to safety, then remember Allah as He had taught you that which you 
knew not. 
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HOW SHOULD SALAH BE PERFORMED IN THE FACE OF AN 
ENEMY'S ONSLAUGHT? 

The above question is indeed a pertinent one because Salah cannot be 
performed properly in a life-threatening situation. The verse under discussion 
provides insight into the answer by instructing the performance of Salah by way 
of indications (standing without Bowing (ruku) and prostrating (Sajdah), or while 
seated upon one's conveyance if the opportunity does not present itself to 
dismount. When in safer conditions, the Salah should once again be performed 
as has been taught. If there is no way in which Salah can be performed because of 
severe fighting, it may be postponed to be read as Lapse (Qadha) later. 

In a narration of Bukhari (v.l, p.83), Sayyidina Jabir bin Abdullah k* is» ^ , 
reports that during the Battle of the Trench, Sayyidina Umar ^ & ^ cursed the 
non-believers (kiiffar) because their incessant attacks had not allowed him to 
perform his Asr Salah. The Holy Prophet ^ 3 ^ i» told him that he had also 
been unable to perform his Salah. The sun had by then almost set, but the Holy 
Prophet (JL- * Up it JU, together with the other Companions (Sahabah) 
proceeded to Wady Bat'han, performed their ablution (wudhii) and then their Asr 
Salah when the sun had already set. They then performed the Maghrib Salah. 
Sayyidina Ali ibt reports that on that very occasion the Holy Prophet ^ 
jJL-j 4-1*, as a curse to the Polytheists said, "May Allah fill their graves and homes 
with fire because they prevented us from the middle Salah until the sun set." 
["Muslim", v.l, p.226] 

Jy*}\ <Jl Ull4 ^4fr s Sj\ ^fj \°rJj\ ojj-bj ^==^t ^->j*J^i 0;jJb 

(240) Those of you who are about to die and leave their wives behind, should 
bequeath unto their wives a provision for a year so as not to turn them out (of 
their homes). If they go out (of their own accord) there is no sin for you in that 
which they do with themselves within their rights. Allah is Mighty, the Wise. 

MAKING A BEQUEST FOR ONE'S WIVES 

During the period of ignorance, a widow was kept isolated for an entire 
year, whereafter she had her lap filled with camel dung. She was then paraded 
through the streets and alleys, throwing this dung about as an indication of the 
expiry of her waiting period. This has been narrated in " Bukhari" (v.l, p.803), 
"Muslim", (v.l, p.487) and "Abu Dawud" (v.l, p.314). Islam restricted this period to 
four months and ten days (without the other practices), as has been discussed 
already. 

The above verse instructs dying men to consider the plight of their wives by 
bequeathing a year's provision for them together with the right to reside in his 
home. They did, however, have the option of going elsewhere. This law was later 
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abrogated by the laws of inheritance, which allotted a specific share for the 
wives, wherefrom they are able to provide for themselves. During the period of 
t he Iddah, however, she cannot be forced to leave the home even though it may 
fail into the estate. 



o£kJ* ^SOlJ -^Ijli- 



(241) For the divorced woman is a provision in kindness which is incumbent 
upon those fearful of Allah. (242) Thus Allah expounds His verse unto you so 
that you may understand. 

THE EMPHASIS OF GIVING MAT' AH TO DIVORCED WOMEN 

The law of giving Mut'ah to those divorces who were yet untouched by 
their husbands (with no dower being fixed for them) has already been discussed. 
The above verse, according to certain commentators, discusses the same law as 
an emphasis. The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.2, p. 160) writes that this is 
substantiated by a narration of Ibn Juraij aJLp ibi i^j from Ibn Zaid ^ ifci <** Jm He 
savs that when the verse, "a bonnden duty on those who do good" (verse 236) was 
revealed, a person commented that this is optional for those who wish to do so. 
At this juncture the verse under discussion was revealed viz. "Wltich is incumbent 
upon those fearful of Allah. " 

Other commentators state that "a provision" in this verse refers to the 
maintenance of the divorcee during her lddah and, because of the broad nature 
of the word, it may also include all the laws discussed previously concerning the 
giving of the full dowry or half of it. It is all the more important for him to pay 
the woman after the divorce, since there remains even less chance of her 
foregoing the dowry. 




(243) Have you seen those people who fled their homes in the thousands out of 
the fear of death. Allah said unto them, ''Die!' and then brought them all back to 
Hfe. Verily Allah is the conferer of blessings to man but most people are 
ungrateful. (244) Fight in the way of Allah, and know that definitely Allah is All 
Hearing, All Knowing. 

A N INCIDENT OF THE B ANI ISRA'IL 

Aiiama Baghawi a> ifci ^ writes in 'Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l p.223) that the 
^prity of commentators are of the opinion that this verse refers to the people of 
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a town called Dawardan. Once, when a plague swept through the town, many 
people left the town, while others remained behind. Those who left the tovv n 
were unharmed while most of those who remained behind perished. When the 
group returned after the epidemic had abated, the survivors of the town though 
that they shall also do the same if ever the pestilence returned. The following 
year, the plague returned once more, whereupon nearly everyone fled the town 
and stayed in an open plain where they thought they would be safe. Allah 
dispatched two angels who shouted out from above and below them "Mutu" 
("Die!"), and they all died. 

Another report says that once a king from the Bani Isra'il commanded them 
to fight the enemy in Jihad (religious war). Although they had previously 
prepared an army, they became cowardly on this occasion. They told the kinp 
that the place where he had commanded them to march to was engulfed in a 
fatal epidemic, and that they will wait for it to disappear before proceeding 
Allah then afflicted them with a plague that began to destroy them. Grief stricken 
by this, they all emerged from their homes. Seeing this, the king supplicated to 
Allah to show these people a sign that there is no escape from death, even in 
fleeing. Consequently, as they left the town Allah said "Mutu!" (Diel) and thev 
all, together with their animals, perished on the spot like a single person. 

Their corpses remained in this state for eight days and began to bloat 
People were unable to bury such a large number of bodies, so they built a wail 
around them to prevent animals from devouring them. Later, when the prophet j 
of the time, Sayyidina Hizqil f*>LJt passed by, he was astounded by the sight ' 
Allah asked him whether he wished to witness a miracle. When he replied in the 
affirmative, Allah brought them all back to life. 

According to another report, he made prayer (du'a) to Allah to breath back 
life into them. When they came back to life, they all proclaimed, "Sublime is 
Allah, our Sustainer, for whom is all praise. Besides You (Oh Allah), there is no 
other deity!' They then returned to their people. 

Sayyidina Qatadah ^ ibi says that Allah caused them to die as a 
punishment because they sought to escape death. He then returned them to life 
since they were still to complete their lives. If this were not so, Allah would never j 
have brought them back to life. 

Allama Baghawi aJlp &\ quotes various reports with regard to their actual 
number. These are 3000, 4000, 8000, 10000, 30000, 40000 up to 70000. He says thai j 
a figure in excess of 10000 is more likely to be correct because of the plurality of 
the word 'thousands', which, in Arabic, denotes amounts in excess of 10000. 1 

Besides these two reports, many more are recorded in the books of tafsir. 
but they all originate from the Bani Isra'il (called 'Isra'ily' narration* 
Understanding the Qur'an is not based upon these reports, the veracity of whif n 
cannot be established. They are therefore best left unquoted. It is sufficients, 
understand that Allah is Capable of giving death to thousands or more people *j 
one time, just as He is able to bring them all back to life. 1 

Since the Holy Prophet (JL, Up i»i JL* was Untutored, he had no knowle# 
of these events which pertained to the Bani Isra'il. Allah informed him of th** 
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v/hich is a clear sign of his apostleship, since the Arabs were generally unaware 
of these things. 

With regard to the second verse (viz. "Fight in the way of Allah") 
commentators say that it was addressed to those people (in the second incident) 
who attempted to excuse themselves from fighting in Jihad (religions war). 

Others maintain that the order is directed towards the ummah of the Holy 
Prophet 4^ ^ J^. In this case, the incident of the Bani Isra'il serves as an 
introduction to this order. Therefore, this ummah should not avoid Jihad 
(religions war) because of the fear of death which is inevitable to every person, be 
he engaged in Jihad (religious war) or sitting at home. Fighting in Jihad (religious 
war) will earn a person untold rewards, while refraining from the same will only 
deprive him of these. It is, therefore, wiser to participate since death will still 
come to either person. 

The plague that afflicted the Bani Isra'il was a source of punishment for 
them, whereas it is a mercy for the ummah of the Holy Prophet jJL-j aJLp &\ as 
he said in a hadith Allah sends plagues as a chastisement to nations, but has 
made it a mercy unto my ummah. Should a person be present in a place of 
pestilence, but remains there with the conviction that harm can only come to him 
if it is decreed by Allah, then such a person will attain the rank of the martyrs" 
[Bukhari, v.2, p. 853] Those who die in a plague, as well as those who remain 
patiently in the affected area attain this privilege, as reported in the same 
reference of Bukhari. 

Sayyidina Abdur Rahman bin Auf &s and Sayyidina Usama bin Zaid 
^ ^ j report that the Holy Prophet (JL- « «uU &\ J^> said, If you hear of an 
epidemic in another place, then do not go there, but if it is prevalent in the place 
where you are situated, do not flee." [Bukhari, v. 2, p. 853] 

Sayyidina Jabir reports that the Holy Prophet jJL-^ <JLp &\ said, 

'To flee from a place of pestilence is like deserting the battlefield. Whoever 
remains there with patience will attain the rank of a martyr." ["Mishkatul Masabih", 
v.l, p.139 from Ahmad] 

(245) Who is it that will lend to Allah a good loan so that Allah may increase it 
manifold? Allah straitens and increases and unto Him shall you all be returned. 

THE VIRTUE OF GIVING CHARITY FOR THE PLEASURE OF 
ALLAH 

The incident behind the revelation of this particular verse is recorded in 
Lubabun Nuqul" from a narration of Ibn Hibban, who quotes Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Umar <up &\ ^> He says that when the verse 'The likeness of those 
who spend in the way of Allah is as a grain which grows seven ears, in every ear a 
hundred grains" [Surah Baqarah, verse 261] was revealed, the Holy Prophet i» JU 
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(J-j supplicated to Allah to increase the reward. Thereafter Allah revealed this 
above verse, which is phrased in the interrogative mood, giving greater 
encouragement. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" says that "good loan" means spending Lawful 
(halal) wealth solely for Allah's pleasure (v.2, p.162). Allah, who is the Creator and 
sole Owner of everything, requires no assistance from any person. It is because of 
His infinite grace that He rewards the temporary owner of His wealth (man) 
when man gives in charity what really belongs to Allah. In addition to this, man 
is promised a reward multiplied manifold even if he spends (with the correct 
intention) on himself and his family. 

The Holy Prophet <JL.j Up iui JL^ says in a narration of Bukhari (v.l, p. 189), 
"When a person spends even the equivalent of a date in charity, and Allah 
accepts only what is Lawful (halal), then Allah accepts this and nurtures it just 
like any of you will grow up his foal. Thus, this little contribution will be 
increased until it is equal in size to a mountain/ 

A narration of Muslim (v.2, p.258) reports that the Holy Prophet ^ & 
fL-i said, "When the last third of the night enters, Allah declares, 'Who will 
supplicate to Me that I answer his plea? Who ask of Me that I may grant him? 
Who will seek pardon from Me that I may pardon him? Who will give a loan to 
One who has everything and is not unjust?' These proclamations continue till 
dawn." In this hadith it is emphasised that Allah requires nothing from anyone, 
but seeks this "loan" for the benefit of the one spending it. Allah says He is not 
unjust, meaning, in this case, that this charity will not go unnoticed, but shall 
reap its due reward. 

"Allah straitens and increases" Allah reserves the right to grant to any person 
whatever He wills and may restrict the provisions of whoever He wills. This has 
been mentioned in numerous verses of the Qur'an e.g. "Verily your Lord increases 
provisions for whom He wills and straitens. Certainly He is Informed of and Sees His 
bondsmen." (Surah Bani Isra'il, verse 30). The same is mentioned in verse 82 of Surah 
Qasas, verse 62 of Surah Ankabut and in two texts of Surah Sab' a (verses 36 and 38). 

"And unto Him shall you all be returned" Whatever one spends in Allah's way 
will be repaid when all shall return to Him to render their accounts before Him. 
No good action will be ignored there. 

LJ j4J ^3 ii k z£ U \ 

^ M SSj if 4 Cj $ 




(246) Did you not see the children of Isra'Il after Musa f^LJi Up, when they said 
to their prophet, "Appoint for us a king so that we may fight in Allah's way/' 
He said, "Would you then refrain from fighting if it was ordained for you?" 
They replied, "Why should we not fight in Allah 's way when we have been 
exiled from our homes and children?" So when fighting was ordained for them, 
all, save a few, turned away. Allah is well Aware of the wrong doers. (247) Their 
prophet said to them, "Allah has appointed Talut as king over you." They said, 
"How can he be given kingdom over us when we are more deserving of 
kingdom than him, since he has not been given any wealth?" He replied, "Verily 
Allah has chosen him above you and increased him abundantly in wisdom and 
stature. Allah bestows His sovereignty upon whom He wills. Allah is All 
Embracing, All Knowing." (248) Their prophet said to them, "The sign of his 
kingship is that the trunk, carried by angels, shall come to you bearing peace of 
reassurance from your Lord and remnants of that which was left by the house of 
Musa and Harun u$Jp. Surely herein shall be a token for you if indeed you 
are believers." 

AN INCIDENT OF THE BANI ISRA'IL AND THE KINGSHIP OF 

TALUT 

In these verses, as well as those still to come till the end of this part of the 
Qur an, an account is rendered of the Bani Isra'il in which lie numerous lessons 
for the ummah of the Holy Prophet ^* Up ju. 

After the demise of Sayyidina Musa <v>LJ» Up, many prophets ^^Lp 
followed in succession. Some of the popular ones recorded are Sayyidina Yusha 
■*J a*, Sayyidina Sham'un <v>uJt Up, Sayyidina Shamweel fiLJ\ Up, Sayyidina 
Kalib bin Yuqina fiLJ\ Up and Sayyidina Hizqil ^lJ\ Up. All of these preached the 
teachings of Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ Up and adhered to the Torah. However, 
Religiousness crept into the Bani Isra'il, which resulted in their subjection by 
°4er nations. Their lands were overrun and they, including members of their 
i0 yai families, were imprisoned and taxed. Thus, they were made to suffer much 
°Ppression and tyranny, having no leader to guide them out of their 
P r ^icament. 

Eventually they approached one of their prophets <»*>LJ\ r ^lp (who also grew 
P suffering the same plight as theirs), requesting him to plead to Allah to 
f'ftoint for them a king who would lead them in Jihad (religions war) against 
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their aggressors. In this way they couJd drive these people out of their land. They 
requested for a king because they were used to being led by one. 

The Prophet, knowing their psychology, expressed his fear that they would 
not keep up to their desire to fight due to their inherent cowardice. They 
however, argued that they had a strong reason to fight because they had been 
exiled from their very own homeland and had been separated from their loved 
ones. In this manner, they were very convincing, but when the time and order 
came to fight, the Prophet's worst fears were realised, and all but a few were 
prepared to fight. The rest deserted, refusing to fight. Allah appointed Talut as 
their king who took charge of the army with the advice and guidance of the 
Prophet. Commentators mention that the Prophet concerned was Sayyidina 
Shamun Up. 

Once the king was appointed, they went back on their word according to 
their habit as they did in the incident of the bullock. They claimed to be more 
worthy of kingship than Talut since he was not a wealthy person; as if to advise 
Allah on the matter. This is the strange mentality of man, that he considers the 
rich to be of status even though they may be ignorant, foolish and miserly. 

The Prophet explained to them that Allah had chosen him since he 
possessed the criterion of a leader. He was wise, therefore able to plan strategies, 
as well as of powerful stature. Given these two qualities, together with adequate 
courage, any enemy could be vanquished. In the end, the decision of conferring 
sovereignty is Allah's, and none has the right to question Him, nor present their 
opinion in the matter. "Allah is All Embracing, All Knowing." j 

Although this is sufficient for any person to accept, yet they were presented 
with a sign to attest this choice of leadership. The prophet Up told them, the 
sign of his (kindness) is that the trunk, carried by angels Shall came to you bearing pern 
of reassurance from your Lord and remnants of that which was left by the house ofMiiss 
and Harun Up." The Bani Isra'Il always used this "tabut" (trunk) to gain 
victory over their enemies by placing it before them in battle. It was, however 
seized by their enemy and lost to them. i 

Commentators have mentioned that this "tabut" contained two tablets of 
the Torah together with a few of their splintered fragments., the cane of 
Sayyidina Musa f*>LJi Up, the turban of Sayyidina Harun p'sLJi Up, and some | 
"manna" that used to be given to the Bani Isra'il. The sign to them was the return I 
of this sacred relic, carried by the angels. This was brought and "placed before 
Talut. However, the possibility still existed for their inherently stubborn nature 
to prompt them to reject the trunk. It was for this reason that Allah addei 
"Surely herein shall be a token for you if indeed yon are believers." 




(249) When Talut set out with the army he said unto them, "Surely Allah shall 
try you with a river. Whoever drinks therefrom is not of me, and whoever does 
not taste is from me except him who takes a handful. So they drank there from 
save a few of them. When he and those who believed with him crossed the river, 
they said, "We have no strength this day against Jalut and his hordes." Said 
those who knew they would meet their Lord, "How many a little group 
vanquished a large force by the permission of Allah? Allah is with the patient 
ones." (250) When they went into the battlefield against Jalut and his hordes 
they said, "Oh our Lord, bestow on us endurance, make our feet firm and aid us 
against the disbelievers." (251) So they defeated them by the order of Allah, and 
Dawud killed Jalut; and Allah granted him kingship and wisdom, and taught 
him that which He willed. If Allah had not repelled some men by others, the 
earth would have been corrupted, but Allah is the Conferrer of grace unto the 
universe. (252) These are the portents of Allah which We recite unto you (O 
Muhammad Up in with truth. Certainly you are amongst the 

messengers. 

THE VICTORY OF TALUT'S ARMY OVER THE AMALIQAH AND 
THE SLAYING OF JALUT (Gozvath) 

After the arrival of the "tabuf the Bani Isra'il had no option but to fight. 
When they began marching, Talut told them that they shall be tested. The test 
was that they were only permitted to drink a handful of water from a river they 
were to pass. Since it was extremely hot most of them failed in the test. 

Commentators say that this was the river of Palestine, while others say it 
was somewhere between Palestine and Jordan. Since most of them drank more 
&an a handful, their courage was lost and they were left lifeless, saying, "We 
have no strength this day against Jalut and his hordes/' Approximately thirty or forty 
thousand people left with Talut, but only 313 obeyed his instruction and sufficed 
°n a handful of water. Only this lot stood firm before the enemy, but were 
hopelessly outnumbered. 
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They, however, resolved to be steadfast and had strong hope in Allah's 
assistance which allowed even the smallest of groups to vanquish much larg er 
armies. It is narrated that Jalut (Goliath) proclaimed that a person be dispatched 
from Taluf s army to face him in combat. Should the person kill him (Jalut), then 
his kingdom would fall to the Bani Isra'il. On the other hand, if he killed the 
person, then their kingdom would be his. Talut wished to arm Sayyidina Dawud 
pUn Up for the task since he had only some stones as weapons. Sayyidina Dawud 
?yuJ\ a> refused any weapons, saying that the help of Allah is all that is required, 
since no weapon could be of any assistance without His support. 

He then stepped out to fight Jalut who asked whether he was going to use 
only a catapult and some stones, which were used to shoot dogs. Sayyidina 
Dawud <v>t~Jt a> replied, You are the enemy of Allah, and therefore worse than a 
dog!' Saying this, he aimed a stone between Jalufs eyes which penetrated his 
brain and killed him. In this way Jalut and his nation, the Amaliqah were 
defeated. 

When the two armies confronted each other, the army of Sayyidina Talut 
made the prayer (du'a) to Allah, "Oh our Lord, bestow on us endurance, make our feet 
firm and aid us against the disbelievers/ After this battle, Allah gave sovereignty to 
Sayyidina Dawud Up, as is mentioned in the beginning of Surah Sad. 
Commentators state that "wisdom" refers to the prophethood which Allah 
conferred on him. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.2, p.173) says that Allah gave him kingship 
and prophethood after the demise of Talut and the prophet of that time. 

"If Allah had not repelled some men by others, the earth would have been corrupted, 
but Allah is the Conferrer of grace unto the universe." Allah counteracts the might of 
nations with others, thereby destroying oppressors. If only one nation were 
granted might and power, they would have subjugated the entire populous, and 
caused strife throughout the passage of time. 

"These are the portents of Allah which We recite unto you [O Muhammad & > 
^JL. 3 Up] with truth. Certainly you are amongst the messengers." The knowledge of the 
Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ J^> with regard to all these matters is indeed a clear sign 
of his apostleship since he, being unlettered, was unable to read, nor hear of 
these historical reports. His knowledge was purely from Allah alone. ["Ruhul 
Ma'ani/' v.2, p.175]. 
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C-^TJi ^ i t ** ) £*JJ 4U>\ p& cr* f4r** Jf*t & [M-v^*? L ' .>^» cl£>^> 

(253) These are the messengers, some of whom We have given excellence over 
others. There are some unto whom Allah had spoken, while others He had 
exalted in status. We gave Isa, the son of Maryam, clear proofs and supported 
him with the Ruhul Qudus. If Allah had so willed, then those who came after 
them would not have fought with one another after the clear proofs had come 
unto them. However, they differed, some of them believing and some 
disbelieving. And if Allah had willed it, they would not have fought, but Allah 
does what He wills. 

THE DIFFERENT RANKS AMONG THE PROPHET f *Ji ^ 

The word "These" refer to the messengers of whom mention was made in 
the foregoing discussions of the first chapter. Some Prophets possessed 
qualities which others did not have, while (according to other commentators) 
some of them were blessed with their own Shari'ah and others merely followed 
that of their predecessors. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v. 3, p.2) writes that the first explanation (that 
the distinction was by virtue of varying qualities) is supported by the phrase, 
"There are some unto whom Allah had spokm..." Here reference is made to direct 
speech, without the intermediate agency of an angel. He writes further that 
Sayyidina Adam pLJ\ was amongst this privileged group. 

"Others He had exalted in status." The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that 
"others" refer to the Holy Prophet jJL-. *-U JU, whom Allah had blessed with 
such great qualities of knowledge and practice that are unimaginable. He was a 
toercy unto mankind and one who possessed extremely noble morals and 
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character. He received the Qur'an which is the perfect miracle and will be 
preserved till eternity. His great status is substantiated by numerous other 
miracles as well. He will be accorded the highest position in the Hereafter (called 
the "Maqamul Mahmud") together with the privilege of interceding on behalf of 
the entire mankind for the commencement of the reckoning (called the 
"Shafa'atul Uzma"). All these and much more are his attributes which man is 
incapable of explaining. 

Numerous books have been written giving a detailed description of the 
Holy Prophet (JL^ U* i»\ and his miracles. A most renowned one is that of 
Imam Jalaluddin Suyuti Up it ^ titled "Al Khasa'isul Kubra" and the 
masterpiece of Imam Bayhaqi Up iai called "Dala'ilun Nabuwah" which runs 
into seven volumes and thousands of pages. 

"We gave Isa, the son of Mary am, clear proofs and supported him with the 
Ruhul Qudus Qibr'Il f%J>\ Up]." The explanation of this has passed in the 
commentary of verse 87 of Surah Al-Baqarah where Allah says, "We gave clear 
signs to Isa, the son of Mary am and bolstered him with the Ruhul Qudus/' 

"If Allah had so willed, then those who came after them would not have fought with 
one another after the clear proofs had come unto them..." Despite having, the clear 
signs and proofs of the Prophet fXJ>\ Up before them, the nations began to differ 
amongst themselves and waged war against each other. Some followed the 
Prophet while others rejected them. This all transpired by the will of Allah and 
none may question Him with regard to His divine plan. 

* j ^3 £H V ^ j> <3v. ^ cr* ft^JL> \yLA>\ \ l^li 

(254) "O you who believe! Spend of that which We have provided for you 
before such a day comes when there shall be no trafficking, nor friendship, nor 
intercession. The disbelievers are indeed the oppressors." 

SPENDING IN CHARITY BEFORE THE ADVENT OF JUDGMENT 
DAY (QIYAMAH) 

This verse mentions that man should spend "that which We have provided for 
you." This indicates that whatever mart possesses is, in reality, from Allah, Who 
is the owner of everything. A person has the choice to spend this wealth in 
charitable causes of an optional or obligatory nature. Just as physical acts of 
worship serve to secure a person's safety from Hell, the same result will also be 
attained by means of those forms of worship that entail spending one's wealth. 

The Holy Prophet Up iw\ says in a narration of Bukhari (v.l, p.l91)t 
"Save yourselves from the fire even if it be by means of half a date." The Day of 
Judgment will be very difficult indeed. None shall be able to look to any dealings 
nor friendship nor intercession for assistance. It will only be one's good deeds 
that will avail. Therefore, one should excel in these in every way, not forgetting 
charity. 
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Commentators explain that the meaning of "no trafficking" is the ransoming 
0 f a soul. None shall be able to bear the punishment of another on his behalf, as 
Allah says in verses 48 and 123 of Surah Al-Baqarah, "No soul will be of avail to 
mother." 

" nor friendship..." No worldly ties of friendship shall remain there, but 

will rather be turned into enmity. None will be prepared to render any assistance 
to the other. The believers, however, will retain these ties, as Allah says in Surah 
Zukhruf, "Friends shall be enemies on that day save for the pious." [Surah 43, verse 67] 

"....nor intercession." This is with regard to the infidels (kuffar), as Allah says 
i n Surah Al Mu'min, "The wrong doers shall have no ally, nor any intercessor who ivill 
be hearkened to" [verse 18]. Intercession will only be done by those believers 
whom Allah permits and only in favour of those believers whom He wills. For 
the infidels (kuffar) who turn away from Allah, their Creator and Sustainer, there 
shall be no escape since Allah declares, "The disbelieves are indeed the oppressors. 
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(255) Allah is such that besides Him there is no deity, and He is Ever Living, The 
Maintainer. Neither slumber nor sleep overcomes Him. Unto Him belongs all 
that is in the heavens and all within the earth. Who is there that can intercede 
with Him save with His permission? He knows what is before them and what is 
behind them while they encompass naught of His knowledge except if He wills. 
His throne includes the heavens and the earth and He never tires to preserve 
them. He is The High, The Tremendous. 

ALLAH'S GREAT ATTRIBUTES 

This verse is called the Ayatul Kursi, which has received much favourable 
mention in the Ahadith. Sayyidina Ubay bin Ka'b -up ifct ^ reports that The Holy 
Prophet fJL, 3 a> ibi asked him, "O Abul Mundhir (Sayyidina Ubay's title), do 
you know which verse that you have learned is the greatest?" He replied that 
Allah and His Holy Prophet jJL. j <uU ibt know best. When the Holy Prophet J-* 
pi-, up &\ repeated the question, Sayyidina Ubay ifct said that it was Ayatul 
Kursi, to which the Holy Prophet pJLj Up &\ Ju said, "May Allah bless you in 
your knowledge, Abul Mundhir." [Muslim, v.l, p.271] 

According to some Ahadith it is referred to as the chief of all verses ["Durrul 
Mmthur" v.l p.324]. Since this verse contains mention of Allah's throne (called 
*^rsi in Arabic), it is commonly referred to by all as Ayatul Kursi (the verse of 

throne). 
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Allah opens the Ayatul Kursi (the verse of the throne) by emphasising the 
concept of (Tauhid) oneness of Allah, which is His divine unity. None deserves to 
be worshipped besides Him, the One and Only Deity. Thereafter the quality 0 f 
"Hayy" (Ever Living) is mentioned which denotes that He was in existence from 
forever and will remain forever. 

The next quality mentioned is that of being the Maintainer. He created 
everything and sees to it that all of His creation are well maintained. He effects 
changes in these things, and may even leave them to be if He so desires. 
Whenever the Holy Prophet would supplicate to Allah during the 

Tahajjud Salah, he would say, "Oh Allah, all praise is for you. You are the 
maintainer of the heavens, the earth, and all that is within them/' [Bukhan, v .i, 
p.151] 

"Neither slumber nor sleep overcomes Him" Slumber refers to a light form of 
sleep, whereas during sleep itself, all sense and control are lost. Allah is not in 
need of any of these since He never tires, nor is He affected by any circumstances 
whatsoever. When not even slumber can touch Him, sleep is farfetched. Allah is 
totally free of all human needs, which are considered a defect in a deity, as the 
Holy Prophet a> ^ii ju* has said, "Verily Allah never sleeps, nor is it 
appropriate that He should." [Muslim, v.l, p.99] 

"Unto Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all within the earth." He created 
everything and He reserves the right to do with them as He pleases. 

"Wlto is there that can intercede by Him save with His permission?" This 
underlines the fact that none has the authority to intercede in His court except 
when He, by His grace, grants anyone the permission to do so. Then too, they are 
only permitted to intercede on behalf of those whom Allah wishes. 

On the Day of Judgment, people shall be in great distress while waiting for 
the commencement of the reckoning. They will go the various Prophet r *>Ui Up 
pleading with them to intercede before Allah for the reckoning to begin. Each of 
these Prophet r %Jt u* will excuse themselves until the people finally approach 
the Holy Prophet ^ Up iui JU. He will rise to the occasion and fall prostrate 
beneath the throne of Allah, praising and exalting Him in such words inspired 
by Allah, which he had never known before. Then Allah will say, "Oh 
Muhammad pJL^ Up &\ raise your head, ask and you shall be granted; 
intercede and your intercession shall be accepted!" The detailed account of this 
episode is recorded in Bukhari and Muslim. 

Allah says in Surah TaHa, "On that day intercession will only benefit those 
whom Rahman permits and whose speech He is pleased with." [verse 109] 

With regard to the angels, it is mentioned in Surah Anbiya, "He knows what 
is before them and what is behind them and only the one with whom He is pleased will be 
able to intercede. They tremble with fear for Him." [verse 28] 

A verse of Surah Najm states, "How numerous are the angels in the heavens 
whose intercession will be of no avail except after Allah permits, those whom He will* 
and with whom He is pleased." [verse 26] 

"He knows what is before them and what is behind them..." Allah has complete 
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knowledge of man's conditions in this world and in the next. Some 
commentators interpret the verse to mean that whatever good or evil deeds 
people do, as well as all that they have already done is known by Allah. Nothing 
past, nor present, nor future is hidden from Him. 

"....while they encompass naught of His knowledge except if He wills " None 
possesses any knowledge of his own will, but whatever a person learns is from 
Allah, while it is impossible for anyone to possess all of Allah's knowledge. 

"His throne includes the heavens and the earth..." This tells us of the great 
magnitude of His throne, which encompasses the heavens and the earth. Allah 
does not require the faculty of sitting or reclining, nor does He need to occupy a 
fixed space. Verses such as the above are termed Mutashabihat. The belief of a 
Muslim with regard to such verses is that they accept them as Allah had 
intended, and their interpretations should not be sought by basing one's 
deductions upon the creation. The words "Arsh" and "Kursi" are both used in 
the Qur'an. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3, p.9) reports that Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 
ii said, "If the seven heavens, together with the seven earths are spread out 
separately, their collective size, in comparison to Allah's throne will be like that 
of a tiny circular object within a vast desert." He writes further that the Kursi, in 
comparison to the Arsh is also like a small round object cast into a vast plain. The 
above has been extracted from a hadith of the Holy Prophet & J^> 

reported by Sayyidina Abu Dharr <up &\ in a narration of Ibn Jarir. Some are 
also of the opinion that the 'Arsh' and the 'Kursi' are synonymous. 

"....and He never tires to preserve them." None of His creation are excluded 
from His protection, irrespective of their location. Man, on the other hand is 
incapable of even looking after a single soul, let alone the entire creation. 

"He is The High, The Tremendous." The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that 
verse includes mention of many of Allah's attributes. He is Self-Subsisting, 
Maintainer of others, free of all defects and shares no grounds of similarity with 
any being. He controls everything, creating every original and duplicate. He is 
the Most Powerful to address matters, Who knows every apparent and hidden 
phenomenon. Nothing can overwhelm Him, He is free of anything not befitting 
His position, and no mind can possibly perceive His attributes completely, (v.3, 
p.ll) 

Lesson : Sayyidina Ali ^ &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet ^JL- j aJLp iui JU> 
said, "Only death is a barrier before Heaven (Jannah) for that person who recites 
Ayatul Kursi (the verse of the throne) after every Salah. Allah will protect the home 
of every person who recites it before sleeping, together with the homes of his 
neighbours and many homes around him." ["Mishkdtul Masdbih", p.89] 

According to another hadith, if a person recites Ayatul Kursi (the verse of the 
throne) upon retiring to bed, Allah will appoint a guardian angel over him up to 
the next dawn, and no Devil (Shaytan) would be able to approach him. ["Mishkdtul 
Masabih", p. 185 from Bukhari] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ reports that the Holy Prophet i»i JU 
r^j said, "Whoever, in the morning, recites the beginning of Surah HaMim (also 



Surah Al-Baqarah 2: 256 



314 



Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. i 



called Surah Mu'min or Surah Ghafir) up to 'Wa Ilaihil Masir 1 coupled with the 
verse of the throne, (Ayatul Kursi) shall remain in safety until the evening. 
Whoever recites them in the evening shall remain in safety until the next 
morning/' ["Mishkatul Masabih" p.187 from Tirmidhi] 

^ ^ ^ tX f v^T ^ j^sX ^LIIH^T ^j^i 

(256) There is no compulsion in Din (religion). The right direction is henceforth 
distinct from the wrong. So whoever rejects the "Taghut" and believes in Allah, 
has grasped a strong handhold which will never break. Allah is the All Hearing, 
All Knowing. 

THERE IS NO COMPULSION IN DTN(RELIGION) 

"Lubabun Nuqul" reports the following incident from Abu Dawud, Nasa'i 
and Ibn Hibban. Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up iut ^ narrates that during the period of 
ignorance, whenever a woman lost a child she took an oath that she would make 
her next child a Jew. When the Jewish tribe of Banu Nadhir were exiled from 
Madinah, there were still many people of the Ansar tribes who were also Jews. 
The respective tribes of these individuals objected to their leaving Madinah. On 
this occasion, the above verse was revealed. 

"Lubabun Nuqul" also reports from Ibn Jarir that Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 
^ &\ said that this verse was revealed with regard to a particular person of the 
Ansar, belonging to the tribe of Bani Salim. His name was Hussain and, though 
himself a Muslim, had two sons who were Christians. He approached the Holy 
Prophet (JL^ Up with the request to force them to accept Islam. Upon this 

request, the above verse was revealed. 

No person can be forced to accept Islam. Some people who do not 
understand the principles of Jihad {religion war) may think that it is contrary to 
this verse that Muslims engage in Jihad {religion war). As explained earlier.. 
Muslims never simply fight the enemy. Firstly, they are extended an invitation to 
accept Islam, which will save them from destruction in this world and the next 
They are then given the option of paying the Jizya (Atonemenl or Capitation Tax). 
This would allow them the safety of an Islamic state and an opportunity to view 
Islam from within. It is only as a last resort, upon their obstinacy, that Jihad 
(religion war) takes place. 

To this day, millions of disbelievers (knffar) have lived their lives in disbelief 
(kufr) without any Muslim general putting a sword to his throat. Those who did 
accept Islam did so happily by the tireless efforts of the religious missionaries, 
and not under duress. The principles of Jihad (religion war) clearly mention the 
prohibition from killing women, children, aged people and monks, whereas 
these are the easiest to convert by force because of their weakness. 

It is narrated in "Durrul Manthur" (v.l, p.330) that once Sayyidina Umar ^; 
•up &\ invited an old Christian woman to Islam saying, "Accept Islam and be safe 
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ffrom the chastisement of the Hereafter)/' She refused, and that night he cried to 
Allah to be witness over his invitation, then recited the verse, "There is no 
compulsion in Din (religion)." 

It should also be understood that infidelity (kufr) is a great rebellion against 
Allah. All forms of rebellion in this world are severely punished, so naturally this 
greatest form of rebellion must at least deserve the same in the Hereafter. For this 
reason, it is necessary for the situation to be addressed before its effects carry 
through for a person into the Hereafter. The less infidelity (kufr) is perpetrated, 
the better. If it were not for Jihad (religion war), the infidels (kuffar) would have 
long crushed the Muslims, leaving no Muslim alive today. 

The normal punishment for rebellion is death (which none aware of the law 
will object to), while doing the same to force a person into Islam is another 
matter altogether. Jihad (religion war) does not constitute compulsion in any way. 

Another aspect to be borne in mind is that there does not exist any proven 
method of duress to force someone into Islam because, even though a person 
may claim to be a Muslim, his heart could still conceal infidelity (kufr). This is of 
no benefit to anyone, especially to the person himself on the Day of Judgment. 
This was the exact position of the Munafiqin (hypocrites), who claimed to be 
Muslims, yet left no stone unturned to harm the Muslims. 

The truth of Islam is evident though out the word , and the media network 
of our modern times has been used by the Muslims to make the message reach 
every distant corner of the world. The Quran has been translated in numerous 
languages and none can claim to be ignorant of Islam. Despite all of this, many 
are still obstinate and are throwing themselves into destruction. Only Allah can 
guide such people who wish to be the enemies of their own selves. 

The Arabic word "taghut" in the verse refers to all forms of rebelliousness. 
There exists a difference with regard to its specific meaning. Sayyidina Umar ^ 
ii and Sayyidina Husain bin Ali ^ ii translate it to mean Satan (Shay tan). 
This is also the opinion of Sayyidina Mujahid Up &\ ^ and Qatadah a* i» ^ 
Imam Malik ii says that it means everything which is worshipped besides 
Allah. Others say that it refers specifically to idols. After recording all of these 
interpretations, the author of "Rahul Ma'ani" (v. 3, p. 13) writes that it is best to 
accept the broad meaning of this word which will include all of the above. 

In reality, Satan (Shay tan) and all his allied forces of rebellion are hell-bent 
on deviating people from Isllam. Therefore, the person who discards all of this 
and disassociates himself from them by accepting Islam, has a strong handhold 
which will never break. This person has taken support from the Greatest source 
of power and is blessed with the wealth of "Yaqin" (conviction). 

''Allah is all Hearing, All Knowing." He is well aware of those who merely 
claim Belief (Iman), but hide infidelity (kufr) in the bosoms, and He also knows 
well those who are sincere in their belief. 

The author of "Bayanul Qur'an" writes that the person who holds firmly 
On to Islam will not be destroyed, nor will he suffer any losses. For this reason he 
& likened to the one who holds fast onto a strong rope. Just as the rope itself is 
unbreakable, so too is Islam, which is protected from any falsehood creeping into 
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it. Therefore, if he remains holding on without letting go, he will be safe. The 
object of the verse is to expound the strength and beauty of Islam, which i s 
always evident. 




(257) Allah is the Protecting Friend of the believers, bringing them from 
darkness into light As for those who disbelieve, their friends are the Satan's 
(Shayatin), who bring them out of light and into darkness. These are the people 
of the Fire, wherein they shall abide forever. 

ALLAH IS THE PROTECTING FRIEND OF THE BELIEVERS 
(MU'MININ), WHILE SATAN (SHAYTAN) IS THE PATRON OF THE 
INFIDELS (KUFFAR) 

The Arabic word "Wali" refers to an aid, ally and a friend. Allah is the 
"Wali' of the Believers (Mu'minin), taking them out of the darkness of infidelity 
(kufr) and polytheism (shirk), and bringing them into the light of Islam. He thus 
keeps them steadfast in the light, and saves them from darkness. 

On the contrary, the infidels (kuffar) have the devils as their accomplices, 
who wish that they never emerge from the abysmal darkness of infidelity (kufr) 
and polytheism (shirk). By continuously preventing them from Islam, the Satan 
(Shayatin) wish to take these people together with them to Hell, where they will 
all remain till eternity. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that it is better to take the broader 
meaning of the verse. Therefore, darkness would also mean that Allah removed 
the Believers (Mu'minln) from all sin, as well as infidelity (kufr) and polytheism 
(shirk). The light will also then be interpreted as all forms of good deeds, which 
Allah will grant them the ability to perform (v.3, p. 14). 

He also writes that the word for light ("Nur") has been used in the singular 
form, while the word for darkness ("Zulumat") is in the plural form. This is so 
because the truth (light) is only one, whereas there are numerous forms of 
falsehood (darkness). 

" who bring them out of light into darkness." With regard to this, he writes 

that 'light" could refer to the natural Din (religion) nature (Fitrah) of man upon 
which he was born i.e. Islam. The Holy Prophet ^JL-^ ^ & J^> said that every 
child is born upon the nature (Fitrah). It could also refer to the clear and apparent 
proofs of the truth, which the Satans (Shayatin) prevent people from perceiving. 

fell ft H &\ iiX 3 h£ 4 i^>X & \ 3 $ 
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(258) Have you not seen him who argued with Ibrahim f^LJi concerning his 
Lord because Allah had given him kingship? When Ibrahim f*rt~J* said, "My 
Lord gives life and causes death/' he said, "I give life and cause death!" Ibrahim 
^>U)i Up said, "Verily Allah causes the sun to rise from the east, so you bring it 
forth from the west!" Thus was the disbeliever dumbstruck. Allah guides not 
the oppressive folk. 

THE ARGUMENT OF AN INFIDEL (KAFIR) KING WITH 
SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM P *J» Up 

Sayyidina Ibrahim was born in the vicinity of Babylon during the 

rule of Nimrud. At the time, infidelity (knfr) and polytheism (shirk) were rampant 
and even the father of Sayyidina Ibrahim f^LJi ^ was an idolater, as is 
mentioned in Surah An' am and Surah Mary am. When Sayyidina Ibrahim fXJb Up 
invited the people towards belief in (Tauhid) oneness of Allah, they were 
offended. Nimrud, together with his disbelief, also made the absurd claim to 
divinity. When Sayyidina Ibrahim f%J\ U* invited him towards (Tauhid) oneness 
of Allah, he debated that there was none to be worshipped besides him. He had 
the audacity to make such a claim because he was enamoured by the wealth and 
authority which Allah had given to him. 

Upon prompting for proof, Sayyidina Ibrahim fiLJ\ aJLp said, "My Lord gives 
life and causes death/' Every person understands this fact well. A man cannot even 
secure his own life, let alone grant life to another. Either due to lack of 
understanding, or merely to prolong the altercation, Nimrud responded by 
saying, "I give life and cause death!" To substantiate his absurd remark, he 
summoned for two people who had previously been sentenced to death. He had 
the one killed and the other released. A simple reply to this foolishness is the 
question, who was it that granted life to the person whom he apparently killed? 
Did Nimrud (with regard to the second person) grant him life after death, or was 
it merely allowing him to continue living? 

Understanding the ignorance of his adversary, Sayyidina Ibrahim £%J>\ Up 
then presented another proof to the fact that Allah is indeed in control of the 
entire universe. He said, "Verily Allah causes the sun to rise from the east, so you 
bring it forth from the west!" Nimrud was totally flabbergasted at this challenge 
And could not utter another word. 

"Allah guides not the oppressive folk." Such people can never prevail over 
Allah's apostles and their successors. Allah saj-s in Surah Shura, "Those people 
who dispute concerning Allah after He has been accepted (as the Supreme Deity by the 
believers), their proofs are useless before their Lord. Upon them is wrath and a great 
chastisement" [Surah 46, verse 16] 
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Some commentators have written that Nimrud could have replied to the 
challenge of Sayyidina Ibrahim r>LJi by saying that he brings the sun from the 
east. Could Allah bring it from the west? However, he was so dumbstruck by 
this time that this did not even cross his mind since those on falsehood can never 
stand up to those on the truth. 

Other commentators maintain that he knew that the proof of Sayyidina 
Ibrahim f>LJ» was a strong one. If he had to present the counter argument, 
those around him would not have accepted it, thereby siding with Sayyidina 
Ibrahim r>LJ» up. In this way even the little authority that he possessed would 
vanish. Allah knows best. 



(259) Or (did you not see) the like of him who, on passing by a locality that had 
fallen to utter ruin, exclaimed, "How shall Allah restore life to this after its 
death?" So Allah caused him to die (a death of) a hundred years, then brought 
him back to life asking him, "How long have you tarried?" He replied, I tarried 
a day or a part of a day. Allah said, "No, you have tarried a hundred years. Just 
look at your food and drink which have not rotted, and look at your donkey! 
And that We make you a token unto mankind; and look at the bones, how We 
arrange them and cover them in flesh." When the matter became apparent to 
him he said, "I know that Allah is Able to do all things." 

AN INCIDENT CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF THE 
DEAD 

Many commentators have stated that the person in this verse is Sayyidina 
Uzair bin Barkhiya (OLJt Up. This they narrate from numerous authorities like 
Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ 4>i ^j. Sayyidina Ali ^ i» Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Salam &\ ^ Jt Sayyidina Ikramah <u* &\ and Sayyidina Qatadah 4* & ^ 
Other commentators say that he was Armiya bin Khalqiya fzLJ* U*. Besides these, 
there are other opinions as well, but these two are most renowned. 

The Qur'an illustrates the incident of a person who passed by a town that 
was in utter ruins. The buildings had all collapsed with their roofs caved in. & 
seeing this sight, he wondered in astonishment how could Allah restore tW s 
place to life? This was not due to any doubts with regard to Allah's ability *° 
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enact this feat, but it was merely an exclamation of surprise that instinctively 
escapes a person's tongue. 

The same occurred to Sayyidina Zakariyya ^^LJ> who was convinced that 
Allah can bestow a child to an aged couple, and even made prayer (dn'a) for this. 
However, when the child was born to them, he exclaimed, "Oh my Lord! Hozv will 
I have a son when my wife is barren and I have reached the pinnacle of old age?" [Surah 
Maryam, verse 8]. This was not said in disbelief but merely out of astonishment. 

It was the same in this episode, when he said, "How shall Allah restore life to 
this after its death?" This question was also a request to Allah to show him how 
the feat is performed. Consequently, Allah caused him to die and remain in the 
state of death for a hundred years, whereafter he was brought back to life. Allah 
asked him for how long had he remained in this state of death, whereupon he 
replied that it was for the duration of a day or a part of it. Commentators 
mention that his death came to him during mid morning, and it was just before 
sunset a hundred years later that life was restored to him. For this reason, when 
the question was posed to him, he glanced at the sun and guessed a day had 
passed. Upon observing that the sun had not yet set, he added that perhaps it 
was only a part of the day wherein he had remained dead. 

Allah corrected his misjudgment, informing him that a hundred years had 
passed. Despite this long period, Allah had preserved his body as if it had been 
lying there for only a few hours. Then Allah displayed His immense power by 
drawing his attention to the food, which had also remained perfectly fresh like 
his body. 

Thereafter Allah demonstrated to him how He reconstructed the 
decomposed body of his donkey. All its bones were scattered about, but Allah 
collected them together to arrange them properly. Then Allah covered these 
bones in flesh, to complete the reconstruction, after which it was brought back to 
life. When it was all completed before his eyes, he burst out, "I know that Allah is 
able to do all things." Since he was a believer (Mn'min), this fact was always 
known to him. After this eyewitness experience, his knowledge was refreshed, 
leading to this exclamation. 

"And that We make you a token unto mankind..." This episode occurred to the 
person in question so that it may serve as a lesson to people after him, so that 
they believe in the resurrection after death. ["Ruhul Ma'ani", v.3, p.23] 




(260) When Ibrahim *4* said, "My Lord show me how you give life to the 
dead." He (Allah) asked, "Do you not believe?" He replied, "Indeed I do, but it 
is to satisfy my heart." Allah said, "Take four birds, draw them to you, then 
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place portions of their bodies upon each hill. Then call them and they will 
hastily come to you. Know that Allah is Mighty, The Wise/' 

THE BRINGING BACK TO LIFE OF A FEW BIRDS ON THE 
REQUEST OF SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM ? *>LJi Up 

Sayyidina Ibrahim *JLp was a firm believer in oneness of Allah (Taiihid) 
and in the resurrection after death. He posed this question to Allah merely to 
have an eye witness account of Allah's ability to resurrect. When Allah asked 
him if he did not believe in His power, he replied that he did believe, but wished 
to bolster his faith with an eye-witness account to satisfy his heart. 

According to Sayyidina Ibn Abbas &\ ^ ) and certain others, Sayyidina 
Ibrahim ^ made this request to Allah when the angels informed him that 
Allah had chosen him to be His "KhahT" (friend) and that even his supplication to 
bring the dead back to life would be accepted. Allah instructed him to find four 
birds, tame them, then cut them into pieces. These pieces were to be placed on 
several hills. Once this was done, he was to call them. This he did, and (instead of 
flying) they all came running to him, as a display of Allah's power. 

"Know that Allah is Mighty, The Wise." He is able to do things with or without 
normal means. All His actions are replete with wisdom. 

(261) The likeness of those who spend in the way of Allah is as a grain which 
grows seven ears, in every ear a hundred grains. Allah, gives increased manifold 
to those whom He wills. Allah is All Embracing, All Knowing. 

THE REWARD OF SPENDING IN THE WAY OF ALLAH 

Whatever is spent for the pleasure of Allah is considered to be in His way. 
Generally, "spending in Allah's way" refers to spending in Jihad (religion war), 
but any wealth spent in a good cause holds great merit in the sight of Allah. The 
general principle is "Whoever comes forth with a good deed shall get tell times the like 
thereof" A tenfold reward is the minimum reward. Allah may, in His infinite 
grace, accord a person much more than this. 

The analogy cited in this verse is that of a grain which is planted in the 
ground. From it seven ears grow each of which bear a hundred more grains. In 
this way, seven hundred grains grow from the single original grain. Therefore, a 
single coin spent in the way of Allah will earn a reward multiplied by seven 
hundred. This is, of course, not the limit because "Allah gives increased manifold to 
those whom He wills." Allah can give as much as He desires since He suffers no 
loss. He is also Ever Aware of whoever does any good deed, be it physical or 
financial, and does not allow it to be wasted. The complete reward shall be given 
in the Hereafter. 




Surah Al-B aqarah 2: 262-264 321 Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 

It is reported from several Companions (Sahabah) ^ & in "Ibn Majah" 
(p. 198) that the Holy Prophet jJL-j i»» JL* said, 'The person who sponsors 
wealth in the way of Allah (Jihad (religion war)) without himself participating, 
shall have his reward multiplied seven hundred times. However, the one who 
participates with his soul and wealth solely for the pleasure of Allah, will gain a 
reward multiplied seven hundred thousand times/' Thereafter, the Holy Prophet 
^ , Up ibi ju* recited the verse, "Allah gives increased manifold to those whom He 
wills- " 

In a narration of Tabarani recorded in "Durrul Manthur" (v. 1, p.336), 
Sayyidina Mu'adh bin Jabal <up <&>\ reports that the Holy Prophet p-L^j <^ ^ 
said, "Virtuous is the person who makes excessive remembrance (dhikr) of Allah 
while in the path of Allah. For every word recited, he will receive the reward of 
seventy thousand, every one of these multiplied ten times." Someone asked the 
Holy Prophet 4^ ^ J^> what the reward was for spending in the path of 
Allah. He replied, "It is also the same." A student of Sayyidina Mu'adh ^ &\ 
said, "I heard that the reward for spending in Allah's way is seven hundred 
fold." Sayyidina Mu'adh ito ^ replied, "Your understanding is lacking. The f 
reward of seven hundred is for the person who spends while remaining at home, 
whereas the one who spends while himself participating in Jihad (religion war), 
shall receive such rewards from the treasures of Allah that are beyond his 
imagination. Such people are the party of Allah, and the party of Allah are 
victorious." 

Sayyidina Buraidah and Anas ^ & narrate that the Holy Prophet & 
(Jl^ Up said, "The reward for spending in Jihad (religion war) and hajj are alike. 
Spending one 'Dirham' will earn a reward of seven hundred Dirhams." ["Durrul 
Manthur", v.l, p.337] 

Allah has not decreased the reward in any way and gives much in exchange 
for a little. The precondition to all of this is sincerity. The consequent verses 
explain the etiquette of spending together with the abomination of spending for 
the sake of fame. 

*>\ -it it" r -!-r.i t> < > ^ ' i -,r i v r i s ' tr 
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(262)Those who spend in the path of Allah, thereafter do not follow it up with 
reminders of their generosity, nor with injury, their reward is with their Lord. 
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No fear shall come upon them, nor shall they grieve. (263) A kind word with 
forgiveness is better than charity followed by injury. Allah is Independent, The 
Clement. (264) O you who believe! Render not your charity in vain by reminders 
of your generosity or by injury, like him who spends his wealth to be seen by 
people and believes not in Allah nor in the Last Day. His similitude is like that 
of a rock on which there is some sand. Smitten by a rainstorm, it is left bare. 
They have no control of anything which they earn, and Allah does not guide the 
disbelieving folk." 

THE ETIQUETTE OF SPENDING IN THE WAY OF ALLAH AND THE 
SIMILITUDE OF THOSE WHO GIVE CHARITY FOR SHOW 

Together with stating the reward of those spending in Allah's way as safety 
from fear and grief, a warning is also sounded of two aspects which need to be 
avoided. These are: (1) reminders of generosity and (2) injury; both of which will 
render a person's charity null and void. 

Many people are in the habit of reminding the recipients of their charity 
about their favour on them, especially when the person is a relative or resident of 
the same town. By doing this, they deprive themselves of the reward for their 
charity and cause hurt to the person concerned. Such people also begin to look 
down upon those upon whom they have spent, often extracting free labour from 
them in exchange. For this reason the word "injury" is mentioned in the verse. If 
these things are avoided, only then shall a person receive the reward for his 
charity. 

If a person is asked for something that he cannot give, he should decline 
kindly, not displaying any anger, or ill feelings. This is mentioned in the verse, 
"A kind word with forgiveness is better than charity followed by injury." 

Those people who, after giving charity, make a reminder of their generosity 
and cause hurt and injury to others are likened to those who spend to show 
others. They do not believe in Allah, nor in the Day of Judgment. Thereafter, 
their condition is likened to a rock which has some sand particles on it. A 
tremendous rainstorm sweeps the rock, washing all the sand off till it is 
completely smooth and clean. The rock was initially a smooth one, then after 
such a tumultuous storm it is left without a trace of the sand and as smooth as 
ever. 

Some commentators say that the example here is of the hypocrite. He does 
not believe in Allah, nor in the Last Day. Whatever little charity he gives while in 
the company of the Muslims, is bereft of reward, just like the rock, which is 
washed clean of all the sand. Such people have no control over their actions 
because they were all carried out in the state of infidelity (kufr), merely to show 
others. Their actions thus bring them no reward, nor shall they be allowed to 
enter Heaven (Jannah). 

The example of the boastful hypocrite is cited here, which is the antithesis of 
the sincere believer. If a Muslim also performs any action for show, the action in 
itself shall remain a good one, but the element of show will strip it of reward. In 
addition to this, he will suffer the consequences of this ostentation on the Day of 
Judgment. 
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A hadith is narrated by Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <u* &\ in which the Holy 
prophet jJL* j JU? said that the first people to be condemned to Hell shall be 
three. One will be the martyr who fought in Jihad (religion war) so that people 
may sa Y h e * s a brave person. The other will be a person who acquired 
knowledge and learnt the Qur'an so that others may call him a learned person. 
The third shall be the person to whom Allah had given wealth. He shall appear 
before Allah saying that he never missed an opportunity to spend in any cause 
wherein lay Allah's pleasure. Allah will tell him that he is lying. He merely spent 
in charity so that people may call him a generous person. Allah shall address all 
three saying that their desires were fulfillled since people did indeed call them 
by these titles. Each of them will then be dragged face down and cast into 
We\l[" At Tar ghlbwatTarhib," v.l ,p 62] 

Sayyidina Shaddad bin Aus ^ & reports that the Holy Prophet A» 
4^ Up said, "\Nlioever performs Salah for show has committed polytheism (shirk), and 
whoever fasts for show has committed polytheism (shirk), and whoever gives charity for 
show has committed polytheism (shirk)/' ["Mishkatul Masabih", v.3, p.455] 




^ p4 gLL»i 3^ pi £Z 



(265) The similitude of those who spend their wealth in search of Allah's 
pleasure and the fortification of their souls, is like a garden upon a hillock. A 
rainstorm smites it and it brings forth double its fruit. Even if a rainstorm does 
not come, a light drizzle suffices. Allah sees all that you do. 



THE EXAMPLE OF THE ONE WHO SPENDS FOR THE PLEASURE 
OF ALLAH 



This verse cites the example of the charity of the pious and sincere believers. 
When they spend in search of Allah's pleasure, they also intend to strengthen 
their souls by virtue of this good deed, so that their souls remain accustomed to 
this practice and miserliness does not afflict them. Their condition is like that 
garden or orchard which is situated upon a hillock, this being the ideal situation 
for its water resources and climate. When a rainstorm comes to this garden, it 
cause its fruit to grow twice as much. Since the location of this garden is so 
favourable, even if a slight drizzle were to fall, it would suffice for it to produce 
abundant fruit. Therefore, whatever the people of Belief (Iman) will spend 
sincerely for Allah's pleasure shall earn them an exceedingly handsome reward 
from Allah. 

"Allah sees all that you do." Whatever action a person does, be it good or bad, 
sincere of ostentatious, Allah is Ever Aware of it and shall confer the appropriate 
^tribution. Every person should be conscious of his actions, constantly 
Hamming them for sincerity. 
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The author of "Bayanul Qur'an" writes that the difference in the type of rain 
mentioned refers to the difference in the levels of sincerity. A Believer (Mu'min), 
when his action is devoid of injury, ostentation and reminders of generosity, 
shall attain the reward promised for the respective actions. The extent of his 
reward and its level of acceptance will depend on his sincerity, which may be 
high, moderate, or of a low degree. 

^ & d£ &0 "J> ^ 

(266) Would any of you like that he possess a garden of palm trees and vines, 
with rivers flowing beneath, containing all kinds of fruit therein? Then he is 
stricken with old age, begets feeble children, and a fiery windstorm strikes (his 
garden) burning it all. Thus Allah expounds for you His signs so that you may 
ponder. 

THE SIMILITUDE OF THOSE WHO DESTROY THEIR ACTS OF 
DEVOTION AND OBEDIENCE 

This verse cites the example of the person who, although a Muslim, destroys 
his good actions by causing injury, making ostentation, or by doing any other 
action that may render deeds null and void. He is like someone who possesses a 
flourishing orchard of date palms, vineyards and every other type of fruit, 
however, He grows old and is unable to do anything. His children are also of no 
help to him because of their weakness. This orchard is his only source of 
provision from which all his expenses, as well as those of his family are met. At 
this critical juncture when he requires this orchard the most, a severe tempest 
carrying fire with it, strikes the plantation and burns everything to cinders. 

It should be understood that one of the primary objectives of good deeds is 
the earning of rewards in the Hereafter, where these will be of dire necessity. 
There they will serve to rescue a person from the punishment of Hell and deliver 
him to Heaven (Jannah). If, however, they are not carried out with sincerity, they 
shall be of no avail to a person when he needs them most. Although actions like 
Salah, Hajj, Jihad (religion war), etc. seem to look attractive, they will be destroyed 
by ostentation and vanity. In a like manner, acts of charity will be destroyed 
when they are followed by injury and reminders of generosity The utter grief 
and disappointment that a person will suffer on the Day of Judgment is 
illustrated in this similitude. Allah elucidates all of these examples to man to 
instil concern within him. 
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(267) O you who believe! Spend of the good things that you have earned, and of 
that which We produce for you from the earth. Do not intend to spend of the 
inferior things which you would not yourselves have except with closed eyes. 
Know that verily Allah is Independent, Worthy of praise. 

INSTRUCTION TO SPEND OF THE BEST FOR THE PLEASURE OF 
ALLAH 

The above verse contains the explicit instruction to spend of the best. 
Unlawful (Haram) wealth is, of course, not implied, but the best of Lawful (Halal) 
wealth should be spent in charity. 

The reason for the revelation of this verse is mentioned in " Asbabun Nuzul" 
(p. 82). Sayyidina Bara bin Azib ^ ibi reports that it was common amongst the 
Ansar to hang some branches of dates between the pillars of the Mosque (Masjid) 
of the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 &\ during the date season. The poor people would 
then eat from this. When some dry, unwanted dates were also hung there, the 
above verse was revealed, viz. "Do not intend to spend of the inferior things which 
you would not yourselves have except with closed eyes." 

It is reported from Sayyidina Jabir ^ ibi in "Lubabun Nuqul" that the 
Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up iwt once instructed the Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ 
to spend for the "Sadaqatul Fitr". A person presented some decayed dates, 
whereupon the verse was revealed, "O you who believe! Spend of the good things 
that you have earned..." 

" .... which you would not yourselves have except with closed eyes." In this phrase 
a person is reprimanded not to give such inferior things to others in charity 
which he would not be prepared to accept, should it be given to him. Just as none 
would want to accept anything of poor quality as repayment of a debt, none 
should give such things in charity. It is, however, another matter if a person does 
so out of necessity and has to give such wealth because nothing better is 
available. 

" and from that which we have produced for you from the earth..." Jurists have 

deduced from this verse that Zakah also has to be given from one's crops. This 
has also been established from the Ahadith and is referred to as "Ushr." From the 
broad sense of the verse, Scholar {Imam) Abu Hanifah <JLp &\ has mentioned 
that this Ushr be given on all types of crops, be they grains, vegetables or fruit. 
The only exceptions are grass and wood. 

If the crops are watered by a source that requires no capital (such as rain, 
rivers, streams, etc), then a tenth (10%) of the produce will have to be given to the 
deserving recipients of Zakah. If the plantation is watered by a source that 
squires capital (such as a borehole, etc.), then half the amount (5%) will have to 
b e given in Zakah. 

Ruling: The above Zakah has no nisab (minimum qualifying amount). The 
a Pplicable 5% or 10% will have to be given irrespective of the amount of produce 
grown. 
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Ruling: There exists some detail with, regard to land being either of "Ushr" 
or "Kharaj". Briefly it may be understood that if any territory was conquered by 
the Muslims, then redistributed by the Leader of the Believers (Amirid Mu'minin) 
amongst the Muslim soldiers, it will be regarded as "Ushr" land. The same will 
apply to the land of Infidels (kuffar) who subsequently converted to Islam. 

"Know that Allah is Independent Worthy of praise." Allah does not require a 
person's charity, but the person himself benefits by spending. Allah is deserving 
of all praise and thanks for what He has given His servants. The author of 
"Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that the word "Hamid" may also be interpreted as 
"Hamid" i.e. The One who praises. This is so because Allah shows appreciation 
for a person's good deeds by rewarding him accordingly. 




(268) Satan (Shaytan) threatens you with poverty and instructs you to do (acts of) 
lewdness, whereas Allah promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty. Allah 
is All Embracing, All Knowing. (269)He gives wisdom to Whom He wills, and 
whosoever is given wisdom has indeed received abundant good. Only those 
people take heed who have understanding. 

SATAN (SHAYTAN) PROMISES POVERTY AND ALLAH PROMISES. 
FORGIVENESS AND BOUNTY 

This verse advises a person not to fall prey to the deviousness of Satan 
(Shaytan). When a person wishes to spend in charity, Satan (Shaytan) whispers to 
him that this will decrease his wealth. He tells him that he should rather spare 
the wealth for future needs. If the person still spends, Satan (Shaytan) then tries 
to convince him to spend of the inferior wealth. In this way, he attempts to enjoin 
on a person miserliness and what is considered to be evil and lewd. 

A person should rather take faith in Allah's promises of pardon and bounty, 
which are sure to be fulfilled. To be oblivious of these promises and follow the 
devices of the enemy is not an act of intelligence. Acting according to the 
injunctions of Allah will guarantee a person success in both worlds. 

The Holy Prophet pJL^ Up i»» JL* said, "There are three things upon which I 
take an oath. The first is that giving Sadaqa (charity) does riot deplete a person's 
wealth. The second is that Allah will surely give honour to the one who patiently 
perseveres oppression/and the third is that the door to poverty shall definitely 
open to the one who opens the door to begging." ["Mishkatul Masabih", p. 451 from 
Tirmidhi] 

Zakah and Sadaqa serve to increase and safeguard a person's wealth. Th£ 
Holy Prophet fJL- j aJLp ibt said, "Protect your wealth from destruction by giving 
Zakah, treat the sick with Charity (Sadaqa), and counter the waves of adversity 
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with prayer (diOand,humility." [Abu Dawud in his "Mardsil"] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ ibi narrates that the Holy Prophet u*- j» 
said, "Every day two angels descend. The first supplicates, 'Oh Allah, grant 
the spender (in charity) an increase/ while the other says, 'Oh Allah, destroy the 
wealth of the one who withholds/' ["Mishkdtul Masdbih" \ v.l, p.164] 

He also reports that the Holy Prophet ^Upii^ said, " Allah says, 'Oh 
s0 n of Adam f>LJ\ Up, spend (on My creation) and I will spend on you!" [Bukhari] 

The Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up ito told Sayyidina Asma -up &\ ^> Jt "Spend in 
charity and do not count, otherwise Allah will also count and provide for you. 
Do not hoard, otherwise Allah shall close His beneficence to you. Spent whatever 
vou are able to." [Bukhari v.l, p.193] 

Satan (Shaytdn), as well as a person's "Nafs" (base instincts) do not wish him 
to spend in charity, warning him of future needs. To spend in this time of 
dissuasion earns greater rewards. A person asked the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up ibt 
which Charity (Sadaqa)reaps the greatest reward. The Holy Prophet (JL. 3 Up i»i 
replied, "When a person spends while still healthy (not on his deathbed), against 
the dictates of his Nafs, fearing poverty, and with the desire to accumulate 
wealth. This charity will earn the most reward. A person should not delay giving 
charity until he is about to die and his soul has reached his throat. Then he says 
that so much is for this person and so much is for that person, whereas the 
wealth already belongs to someone else." [Bukhari v.l, p. 191] 

Sayyidina Jabir &\ ^ j reports that the Holy Prophet ^^aSii Jl* said, 
"Whoever gives Zakah has disposed of the evil of his wealth." [At Targhfb mat 
TaM, v.l, p. 19] 

Not only does Satan (Shaytdn) try to dissuade a person from spending in 
charity, but he creates all types of obstacles in an effort to shake his faith and 
complicate matters for him. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud <up i» narrates 
that the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ said, "A Satan (Shaytdn) and an angel preside 
upon a person's heart. The Satan (Shaytdn) threatens him (with poverty and 
other fears) and falsifies the truth, while the angel instills the hope of good 
within him and acceptance of the truth. Whoever senses this feeling should know 
that it is from Allah, and should praise Him. Whoever senses the opposite (the 
instigation of the Satan (Shaytdn)), should seek refuge in Allah from these." After 
saying this the Holy Prophet Up iwi recited the verse, "Satan (Shaytdn) 
tiireatem you with poverty and instructs you to do (acts of) lezodness." ["Mishkatul 
Mtisabih," v.l, p. 18] 

"Allah is All Embracing, All Knowing." His mercy and bounty embrace all, 
and He has complete knowledge of all acts of charity. 

"He gives wisdom to whom He wills... "Wisdom in this verse refers to things 
that are well consolidated, whether they be of speech or action. It is stated in 
'ftuhul Ma'ani" (v.3, pAl), quoting from "Bahrul Muhit", that there are 
a Pproximately 29 interpretations of this word, all of which basically refer to the 
^me thing. Sayyidina Ibn Abbas -up &\ Sayyidina Qatadah ^ i and 
°thers say that it refers to an understanding of the Qur'an. Sayyidina Abu Darda 
^ ^ mentioned that to read and ponder on the Qur'an constitutes practical 
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wisdom. Sayyidina Mujahid Up &\ says that it refers to the correct 
performance of all actions and verbal statements. He also mentioned that it 
means all knowledge of the Qur'an, religious jurisprudence and those types of 
knowledge that greatly benefit a person. 

Sayyidina Ata <Op & interprets it to mean the recognition of Allah, while 
Sayyidina Abu Uthman ^ iu» is of the opinion that it refers to a celestial light 
that allows one to distinguish between good and evil inspirations. Every one of 
these interpretations boil down to almost the same thing. Therefore, it will be 
appropriate to say that it refers to all beneficial knowledge as well as legitimate 
actions and statements. 

"....unci whosoever is given wisdom has indeed received abundant good/' This is so 
because such wisdom augurs well for a person in both worlds. In a narration of 
Bukhari (v.l, p.17), Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud &\ reports that the Holy 
Prophet pL-j &\ JL* said, "Envy is only permitted in the case of two persons. 
One is the person whom Allah has given wealth, and the ability to spend 
generously from it in every good cause. The other is the person whom Allah had 
bestowed with wisdom, which he uses to pass correct judgments between people 
and teaches the same to others. 

"Only those people take heed who have understanding." Such are the ones who 
remain far from the darkness of submitting to their carnal desires. They are those 
whom Allah refers to in the verse, "They ponder abou t the creation of the heavens and 
the earth..." [Surah Al hnran, Verse 191] 



(270) Whatever alms you spend or oaths you vow, surely Allah is Aware of them. 
The oppressors shall have no helper. 



After mentioning the various injunctions of charity and its etiquette, Allah 
now makes brief mention of the fact that He is Ever Aware of whatever is spent 
in His way, be it apparent or hidden. This verse therefore emphasises what was 
previously mentioned. At the same time, mention is also made of vows, which 
become binding on a person upon their inception, be they general or attached. 

A general vow (Mutlaq), for example, refers to a vow when a person says 
that he vows to observe a fast for Allah, or perform two rakahs of Salah, or give 
some charity. The attached vow (Mu'atlaq) refers to when a person vows to 
accomplish sued an action upon the occurrence of a specific event, like recovery 
from illness. 

Allah says in Surah Hajj, they should fulfill their voius" [Surah 22, verse 29] 
Mention is made of vows together with Charity in this verse because many a 
time people vow to give certain sums of money in charity. Taking a vow is not 
encouraged in Islam. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar & narrates that the 
Holy Prophet jJL- j aIp &\ Ju* prohibited the taking of vows and said, "It cannot 
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prevent anything, and merely serves to extract something from a miser/' \Bukhan. 
lip.990] 

Despite the prohibition, if a person takes a vow he will have to complete it 
u rtiess it is for a sinful act In that case, he will have to break the vow and pay the 
due expiation (Kaffara), which will (Insha Allah) be discussed in the beginning of 
Surah Ma'aidah. 

Ruling: It is Haram to take a vow of anything that is not permissible. 
g a yyidah Ayshah <5j» narrates that the Holy Prophet &\ said, 

"Whoever vowed something in the obedience of Allah, should be obedient to 
Allah, <ind whoever took a vow that was in the disobedience of Allah, should not 
disobey Him. [Bukhari v.2 p.991] This implies that no person should feel obliged to 
enact the sinful action which he vowed to do. Instead, he should do the opposite 
and pay the expiation (Kaffara), as narrated in "Mishkatul Masabih" (p.298) from 
reports in Abu Dawud and Tirmidhi. One should refer to the books of Fiqh 
(Islamic jurisprudence) for the detailed rulings of vows. 

"The oppressors shall have no helper." Every sin is an act of oppression, be it 
major or minor. Some may even be a cause for others to be oppressed, but in 
reality, any sin causes oppression upon one's own soul because it will subject 
him to punishment. The greatest form of oppression is, therefore, infidelity (knfr) 
and poly theism (shirk). 




(271) If you make your charity apparent, then this is good, but if you secretly 
give it to the poor, it will be better for you and atone for some of your sins. Allah 
is Informed of what you do. 

GIVING CHARITY OPENLY OR QUIETLY 

This verse discusses the very pertinent aspect of giving charity openly or 
secretly. If a person carries out an action, be it Salah, Zakah, charity, etc with the 
intention of showing others so that they think that he is a pious person, this is 
pure show and ostentation. However, if the action is performed in front of others 
without this intention, and solely to please Allah, then it will be considered to be 
a sincere action. If the intention is sincere and is coupled with the objective of 
encouraging others to do likewise, then this second intention shall earn a reward 
of its own. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah «up i»i ^ j narrated his personal experience when a 
Person once entered his home while he was engaged in Salah. He grew 
concerned that his action was now seen by another. Upon reporting the incident 
to the Holy Prophet ^L. <ip i JL*, the latter consoled him thus, "O Abu 
^rairah, Allah's mercy be on you. You have received a double reward:, one for 
Conspicuous act and another for a hidden one." [Tirmidhi] 

The concern of Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ i»t was due to the fact that 



perchance vanity and ostentation may enter his heart once the person had seen 
him. Another interpretation is that he felt pleased that the person, by observing 
him, may also be prompted to do the same. It may be understood that 
ostentation is not that one performs an action in front of others, but that the 
intention is for others to hold a high opinion of one. 

Allah mentions in the verse that to give charity publicly is good. In the light 
of the above explanation, it is understood that this will apply to those who have 
a clear and pure intention. In doing so, they wish their action to be an example 
. for others to follow. 

Thereafter Allah states that to give alms secretly is even better. This is due to 
the fact that in so doing, there exists no possibility of ostentation and pride. 
Another advantage of this practice is that the recipient does not feel embarrassed 
to accept the charity in front of others. 

At times, however, it will be better to give publicly. An example of this is to 
contribute in the path of Allah, or to give Zakah in a place where people do not 
generally give, or for such a person to contribute who is followed by others. In 
these situations, it would be superior to give openly on condition that the 
intention is sincere. Since every person cannot exercise such control over his 
emotions that he is secure from succumbing to ostentation, it will be better to 
give alms secretly. 

Some people contribute secretly but then publicise the event in the media, 
taking pains to have their names taken at the institutions towards which they 
contributed. They even wait for their names to be published with titles attached. 
There lies no benefit in their charities whatsoever because of the incorrect 
intentions of their hearts. 

Whether an action is carried out in public or in secret, it will be accepted by 
Allah if the intention is solely for His pleasure. A sign of sincerity is when a 
person enacts a good deed just as well in secret as he would have done in public. 
Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ i»\ narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ 
said, "When a person performs Salah perfectly before people, and when in 
privacy he does the same, then Allah says, 'Definitely this is My true bondsman/' 
["Mishkatul Masabih," p. 45 5] 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3, p.44) writes that there are numerous 
Ahadith elucidating the virtue of spending secretly. A narration occurs in the 
"Musnad of Ahmad" wherein Sayyidina Abu Dharr <up &\ asked the Holy 
Prophet jJL-j Up ibi which Charity (Sadaqa) was the best. The Holy Prophet 
^JUj Up &\ replied, /'To give a needy person in .private and to assist the 
helpless person who is making an effort to earn." Thereafter he recited the verse 
under discussion. 

In a narration of Bukhari (v.l, p.91) it is reported from Sayyidina Abu 
Hurairah ^ iui that the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ said, "Seven people will 
be accommodated under the shade of Allah's throne on the day when there shall 
be no shade besides His shade." One of these seven shall be the person who gave 
charity so secretly that the left hand knew not what the -ght hand gave. 
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(272) Their guidance is not your duty [O Muhammad (%-L-j Up *an J^], but Allah 
guides whomsoever He wills. Whatever good thing you spend is for yourselves, 
and you spend not except in search of Allah 's pleasure. Whatever good you 
spend shall be repaid to you in full and you will not be oppressed. 

ONE SHALL RECEIVE THE RECOMPENSE OF EVERY ACTION 

The Holy Prophet j Up iui JL* exerted himself to invite the infidels (kuffar) 
to Islam, but many refused to accept. This caused much grief and concern to him. 
Allah revealed the above verse to console him, just as on numerous other 
occasions similar verses were revealed. The task of Holy Prophet ^L- 3 Up iut J^> 
was to show people the truth and explain this to them. Their acceptance was not 
his responsibility, but rather that of Allah, Who guides aright whomsoever He 
pleases. 

In "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3 p.45), Sayyidina Ibn Abbas *s> &\ narrates that the 
above verse was revealed when the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ instructed them 
to spend only on the Muslims. He also narrates that the Ansar used to refrain 
from giving Charity (Sadaqa) to their relatives who were not Muslim, waiting for 
them to accept Islam first. With regard to this, the above verse was revealed. 
Therefore the verse will mean that guidance does not depend upon whether you 
spend on them or not, but guidance is the exclusive task of Allah. Whether one 
spends on a needy infidel (kafir) or Muslim, one shall receive the full reward. 

"Whatever good thing you spend is for yourselves... "Explaining this verse, the 
author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that a person shall receive the reward of any 
charitable act, so he should not destroy this reward by causing injury, reminding 
others of his generosity and being ostentatious. It could also mean that since the 
benefit of almsgiving accrues to the giver, he should not differentiate between his 
giving a needy Muslim or infidel (kafir). 

" and you spend not except in search of Allah 's pleasure." For this reason 

one should spend in a manner that shall earn Allah's pleasure, as outlined in the 
various etiquette already discussed. At the same time, one should avoid all those 
things that earn His wrath and destroy the charity. Some commentators state that 
this verse is actually a command to spend only for Allah's pleasure. 

"Whatever good you spend shall be repaid to you in full and you will not be 
oppressed." This emphasises the previous verses. Other commentators say that it 
means that Allah shall give the person more wealth in this world. This is not 
farfetched when the hadith is borne in mind in which an angel constantly 
supplicates to Allah to grant good recompense for the spender in the path of 
Allah. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.3, p.46] 

Ruling: While one shall be rewarded for giving Nafl Sadaqa (optional 
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charity) to a infidel (kafir), the infidel (kafir) may not be given any Zakah, no r 
Wajib Sadaqa (compulsory charity). 



Sit y! 




(273) (Alms) are for the poor who are constrained in the path of Allah and cannot 
travel in the land. An ignorant person thinks them to be wealthy because of 
their restraint (from begging). You will recognise them by their mark, they do 
not ask of people with importunity. Whatever good thing you spend, surely 
Allah knows of it. 

THE INSTRUCTION TO SPEND ON THOSE IN THE PATH OF 
ALLAH 

This verse explains the virtue of giving charity to those who are engaged in 
religious activities which prevent them from earning their livelihood. The author 
of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3 p.46) writes that this verse, refers to the people of Suffah 
who numbered approximately 300. They constituted of poor immigrants and 
lived on a raised platform covered by a thatched roof, located within the 
Masjidun Nabawi. Their only occupation was the acquiring of knowledge and 
participating in any expedition of Jihad (religion war) that the Holy Prophet 
jJL-j Up dispatched. 

Sayyidina Sa'id bin Jubair Up & says that the verse refers to all those 
soldiers who have been injured in battle and are thus incapacitated. 

According to the author of "Ruhul Ma'ani", it is learnt that these two 
groups should receive preference in spending, but alms should not be restricted 
only to them. The description of these people given in the verse is that they are 
unable to travel in search of their livelihood. This qualifies them to accept 
charity. 

Another quality of theirs is that 'An ignorant person thinks them to be wealthy 
because of their restraint (from begging)." This verse explains that those who are 
engaged in religious works behave independently and never ask of people, even 
though they cannot earn their livelihood. This behaviour fools the unwan 
person to think that they are wealthy. It is the duty of the Muslim to seek out 
such deserving people and to assist them, for the truly deserving ones are those 
who do not beg. The Holy Prophet jJL. . Up ito JL* said, "The needy person is not 
he who goes begging from door to door, who will be satisfied with one or tw- 
morsels or dates. The real needy person is he who has nothing to gratify him#' 
and none are aware of his need due to his abstinence from begging. [Bukhari, v. 'I 

The third quality of such people is that "You xuill recognise them 
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mark-.." This refers to their apparent condition of destitution by which one may 
realise that they are needy. Some commentators interpret this to mean the signs 
of hardship which are evident on the face. Others maintain that it refers to the 
paleness of complexion caused by hunger. Others say that it is the decrepit 
condition of their clothing. All these opinions have been recorded in "Ma'alimut 
Tanzil" (v.l, p.259), but they are not restricted to these. A person who truly wishes 
to gauge their condition may do so by observing many more signs when mixing 
with them. 

" they do not ask of people with importunity." Commentators state that 

these people never beg at all. The mention of the clause ''with importunity" is 
merely coincidental because this is the trait of many beggars. If they were to beg, 
why would "an ignorant person" think them to be wealthy? 

"Wliatever good tiling you spend, surely Allah knozvs of it." Allah values 
everything spent in His cause and will never allow it to be wasted. Every action 
shall be duly rewarded. 

The author of "Bayanul Qur'an" writes that it is gleaned from this verse that 
the best people to spend upon are the religious students. The insolent remark of 
certain inexperienced people that such students should earn their stay is 
answered in the Qur'an. It is simple to understand that no person can accomplish 
two tasks simultaneously, both of which require his complete attention. Anyone 
who has any experience in serving the Din (religion), will know that this service 
demands one's full application. If one has to make an effort elsewhere it would 
hamper one's commitment, causing the service to Din (religion) to be impaired. 



(274) Those who spend their wealth by night and day, secretly and openly, verily 
their reward is with their Lord. No fear will come upon them neither shall they 
grieve. 

THE VIRTUE OF THOSE WHO GIVE CHARITY DAY AND NIGHT 

In whatever way a person spends for the pleasure of Allah, he shall receive 
his full reward from Allah in the Hereafter. Then he shall not lament his 
charitable acts as those who had misused their wealth in sinful channels. 

It is learnt from this verse that the charity given in public will also be 
rewarded if it was devoid of ostentation, just as that given secretly. Ostentation is 
the intention of the heart, not an apparent action. 




(275) Those who consume usury shall not rise up except like him whom the 
Satan (Shaytan) has driven mad by his touch. This is because they say, "Trade is 
just like usury!" Allah has permitted trade and forbidden usury. He unto whom 
the admonition had come from his Lord and he refrained, then for him is that 
which has passed, and his affair rests with Allah. Those who shall return are 
indeed the dwellers of the Fire wherein they shall abide forever. 

THE ABOMINATION OF USURERS 

The verse describes the condition of those indulging in usury. They shall 
rise on the Day of Judgment, totally bewildered and confused like that person 
whom Satan (Shaytan) had smitten with his touch, rendering him insane. He 
speaks in stuttered mumblings and is deprived of his mental capacity. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ it ^ j reports that the Holy Prophet <Up ii ^ 
jJL-j said, "On the night when I was transported to the heavens Ascension 
(Mi'raj), I passed by people whose bellies were swollen like houses. Their bellies 
were filled with serpents which could be seen from outside. When I asked Jibri! 
f%J\ Up who these people were, he replied that they were those who consumed 
usury. ["Mishkdtul Masdbih" p. 246 from Ahmad and Ibn Majah] 

One can well imagine the horror of a person confronted by a single serpent. 
How much worse will this be if his belly were to be filled with them, moreover if 
his belly were to be the size of a house? Such will be the state of those who 
consume usury. 

Some people attempt to legalise usury by saying that trade is not any 
different since an increase in capital occurs in both transactions. This very 
statement is made by many in different words. Some say so by terming usury as 
profit. Merely altering the name of a thing cannot justify it. Allah has forbidden 
usury, and it shall remain forbidden until eternity. 

Since the institution of banking became common, people have grown 
accustomed to taking usury. They ridicule the Scholars (Ulama), saying that 
'their' prohibition of usury has led to the decline of the Muslims while the other 
nations have progressed far more rapidly. The Scholars (Ulama) are merely 
conveying the message from Allah and have themselves no authority to make a 
thing Lawful (Halal) or Unlawful (Haram). Such people are objecting to the law of 
Allah by making these absurd statements. 

"Allah has permitted trade and prohibited usury. This is the outstanding 
difference between the two which could not be any clearer. Even in principle 
there exists a fundamental difference in that trade involves the exchange of one 
commodity for another where the full value of the one is given in lieu of ® e 
other. In usury, however, even after the full value of the initial loan is paid* 3 
further amount is demanded. According to the definition of the Holy PropW 
jJUj & JU>, every loan that earns a profit is usury. 



j 
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Sayyidina Anas & reports that the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up ^ JU» said, 
"When the borrower wishes to give a gift to the lender, or offers him a ride on his 
conveyance, neither the ride nor the gift should be accepted unless they were 
previously in the habit of exchanging gifts." ["Mishkdtul Masdbih", p. 246 from Von 
y L ajah and Bayhaqi] 

Sayyidina Abu Burda <up &\ relates that when he came to Madinah he 
met Sayyidina Abdullah bin Salam <up it who told him, "You come from a 
land wherein usury is rife. Whenever you give a loan to anyone, then do not 
even accept from him a bundle of chaff or wheat or some greens tied in a rope 
since this will constitute usury." [Bukhari] 

The caution of Imam Abu Hanifah Up ifo ^ is legendary. When going to his 
debtors he would not even stand in the shade of their walls so as not to derive 
any extra benefit from them over and above their repayments. 

In the prohibition of even accepting the debtor's gift lies the answer to the 
objection of many people. They claim that there should be no prohibition for that 
usury which is given happily by the debtor since he is doing so willingly. A gift 
is also given willingly, but it has been prohibited and declared as usury. If this is 
the ease with a gift, then that which is taken in the name of usury should be even 
worse. By mutual consent neither usury, nor bribery, nor adultery become 
lawful. 

Allah says in Surah Nisa, "Due to their oppression We forbade to the Jews the 
pure things which were lawful for them, and because of their prevention from Allah's 
path and their consuming of usury from which they were prohibited; and their wrongful 
usurpation of the wealth of others. We have prepared for the disbelievers amongst them a 
painful punishment/' [Surah 4, verses 160/1] 

The Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up it saw in a dream that a person was swimming 
in a river of blood and every time he tried to come out he was struck in the 
mouth with a rock flung by another person standing beside the river. The impact 
caused him to return to his original position each time. When the Holy Prophet 
pJLj Up &\ asked his two companions Qibr'il ^LJ\ Up and Sayyidina Mika'Il Up 
f>Ui] regarding the person, he was told that the person in the river was a usurer 
[Bukhari, v.l, p. 185]. This punishment is, most probably, due to the fact that usurers 
oppress people and figuratively suck their blood while resting content. 

Because of the gravity of the sin of usury, every person involved in the 
transaction is cursed. Sayyidina Jabir <up ibi narrated that the Holy Prophet 

Up &\ cursed the taker of interest, the giver, the recorder of the 
transaction, as well as the witnesses. He added that all share equally in the sin. 

[Muslim, v.l, p.27] 

All such people should reconsider their positions who are involved in 
transactions of usury, like those employed in banks and building societies. 
Aiding in sin is also prohibited, just as it is to take employment for Unlawful 
(Haram) acts. Therefore, accepting a salary from such employment is also 
Unlawful (Haram). The truth has to be told by the Scholars (Ulama) despite the 
adverse reaction from people. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Hanzalah <up &\ reports that the Holy Prophet 



fL, . said, "A single dirham that a person consumes knowing that it j 

usury is worse than committing adultery 36 times/' ["Mishkatul Masabih," p. ^ 
from Ahmad and Darul Qutni] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah i»» narrates that the Holy Prophet <d± ^ 
said, ''The least sin of the 70 parts of usury is incest with one's own mother " 
{"Mishkatul Masabih," p. 246] 

"He unto whom the admonition had come from his Lord and he refrained, then for 
him is that which lias passed, and his affair rests with Allah." This refers to that usurv 
which was taken before the abolition of usury. There shall be no sin tor the past 
since then there existed no prohibition. Therefore what was previously taken in 
usury will not have to be returned. ["Ruhul Ma'ani," v.3, p. 51 and Madarikut Tanzil ; > ,» 
p.138] However, the person who still involves himself in usury after being aware 
of the prohibition, shall have to suffer the dreaded torment of Hell. 



[276] 



(276) Allah blighted usury and increases charity, and Allah loves not the 
disbeliever and Sinner. 

THE BLESSINGS OF CHARITY (SADAQA) AND THE 
DESTRUCTION OF USURY 

This verse outlines the difference between usury and Chanty (Sadaqu). 
Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud & reports that the Holy Prophet ifo ^ 
(JL-j said, "Although usury appears to increase, it eventually leads to deficiency, 
["Mishkatul Masabih," p. 246 from Von Majah, Bayhaqi and Ahmad] 

The absence of blessings in the wealth of usurers is evident before all. The 
usurer is constantly worried about increasing his finances, making money his 
very life. He is totally oblivious of performing actions to please Allah and his 
heart grows extremely hard. He never fails to even extract money out of the most 
destitute people, giving them loans at exorbitant interest rates. The commodities 
of life may be acquired by the wealth accrued from interest but such wealth can 
never buy contentment and satisfaction. While it can buy the things that lead to 
contentment, it can never acquire contentment itself. 

This wealth is also afflicted by all sorts of calamities, and it is not 
uncommon for banks to become insolvent. Even if a person's ill-gotten wealth 
survives in this world, it will not avail him in the Hereafter, where it will be a 
cause of utter ruin to him. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ &\ narrates that 
the Holy Prophet <X* 3 *4* & said, "The charity given from Unlawful wealth 
(Hardm zuealtli) shall never be accepted, and whatever is spent there from shall 
have no blessings. Whatever is left behind shall be a cause for entry into Hen 
["Mishkatul Masabih", p.242, from Ahmad] 

Whatever Unlawful (Hardm) wealth is spent on one's family shall also 41 
burden for them. Sayyidina Jabir ^ & sS ^> ) narrates that the Holy Prophet & x r 
(JL-. *Js. said, "The flesh nourished by Unlawful (Hardm) can never enter He<* u 
(jannah), and Hell is more deserving of it." ["Mishkatul Masabih," p. 242, from ^ 
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and Damn] 

Of what use is such abundant wealth that takes a person and his family into 
Hell and is a source of deprivation from peace, contentment and blessings. On 
the other hand, the Lawful (Halal) wealth that is little and accepted in charity by 
Allah will bring much blessings and rewards for the person. 

"Allah loves not the disbeliever and sinner." The person who refutes the 
prohibition of usury, considering it permissible and continues with his 
disbelieving ways shall earn the wrath of Allah, to his utter detriment. 

^ >£&l\ t^titj oi^i^V o[ 

(277) Surely those who believe, do good deeds, establish Salah and pay Zakah, 
their reward is with their Lord and no fear shall come upon them nor shall they 
grieve. 

THE REWARD OF THE BELIEVERS (MU'MININ) WHO PERFORM 
SALAH AND PAY ZAKAH 

During the discussion of usury, mention is made of the Believers (Mu'minin) 
together with some of their unique actions and rewards in the Hereafter. This is 
in stark contrast to the usurers, who shall be totally bewildered because they 
earned their wealth wrongfully and never spent it in the correct avenues. Even if 
they did use this wealth in right channels, it would bring them no benefit in the 
Hereafter. Those who were believers and spent their lawfully earned wealth in 
noble causes shall have neither fear nor grief in the Hereafter. 

(278) O you who believe/ Fear Allah and give up what is left from usury if 
indeed you are believers. (279) If you do not, then be warned of war from Allah 
and His messenger. If you repent then you may have only your principal 
amount. Oppress not and you shall not be oppressed. 

ALLAH'S DECLARATION OF WAR WITH THE USURERS 

Commentators record that four brothers from the tribe of Bani Thaqif 
borrowed some money on interest to the tribe of Bani Mughira. When Ta'if fell to 
the Muslims, these four accepted Islam. When they went to the Bani Mughira to 
collect their dues, the latter said that they had also accepted Islam and would 
never pay the interest, which was forbidden by Allah. When the case was 
Presented before the governor of Makkah, Sayyidina Atab bin Usaid ^ iui ^ Jf he 
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referred it to the Holy Prophet fL» 3 <ip i» JU. On this occasion the above verse 
was revealed. This verse only permits the taking of the initial loan, not the 
interest, which was a substantial amount. However, upon hearing this verse, the 
brothers exclaimed, "What strength do we possess against Allah? We forsake the 
interest" • 

This incident has been mentioned so that no Muslim, who has already 
collected large sums in interest, should say that he shall henceforth leave all 
remaining interest due to him, but consider all that was previously given as 
lawful. This verse does not refer to him. With regard to the infidels (kuffar) who 
had been collecting interest (then converted to Islam), they may keep with them 
what was collected while they were in infidelity (kufr). It is compulsory (Wajib) 
for the Muslim who had collected interest from others to return all to them. If he 
cannot recall these people, it will be compulsory for him to give the equivalent 
sum in charity. 

Every person who was previously involved in transactions of usury, should 
repent and desist from repeating such dealings. If they do not, then they will be 
engaging in battle with Allah. They should not oppress others by taking interest 
and the debtors should also not oppress by not paying the principal part of the 
loan. 

The interest derived from deposits in banks is totally Unlawful (Haram). 
Those possessing these accounts should close them and withdraw all their 
original deposits. By terming this interest as profit will not justify it in the least, 
and will amount to 'making the statement mentioned in the verse, "Trade is just 
like usury," whereas, "Allah has permitted trade and forbidden usury." 

The evil and severity of a sin, irrespective of its gravity, tends to wane when 
it becomes common practice. Once the institution of banking became fashionable, 
people began dealing in interest on a regular basis and lost all perception of its 
sinfulness. They even began to seek ways of legalising it. They say that the bank 
owners merely invest their wealth and earn a profit thereby. Therefore, they 
maintain that it is perfectly legal to share in these" profits" These are statements 
of ignorance. Although the bank is investing peoples' money, the deal was not 
transacted as one of "Mudarabah" (a type of partnership). With the banks, a person 
receives a fixed percentage, irrespective of fluctuations in financial returns. The 
transaction with the bank remains one of usury and remains Unlawful (Hardin). 

Lesson: The declaration of war from Allah and His Holy Prophet & 
jJL-j is made against the person who deals in interest. The same warning is 
sounded to a person who chooses to harass any friend of Allah (pious person). The 
Holy Prophet pJL- 3 <At iwi JU says in a narration of Bukhari, "Allah says, T declare 
war on anyone who harms a friend of Mine!" According to another narration, the 
Holy Prophet jJL. 3 «Op &\ said, "The one who harms a friend of Allah, has 
engaged in battle with Allah." ["Mishkatul Masabih," p.455 from Von Majah and Bayhaqi] 

Commentators of hadith mention that these two grave sins which invite 
Allah's declaration of war are indeed very rife. Most people are involved in 
usurious transactions and people continuously seek to fight and harm the friends 
of Allah. Allah's friends are those pious servants who are always engaged in 
devotions, possess and impart sound knowledge of the Qur'an and Hadith, 
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invite towards the Din (religion), and exert themselves for Islam. How can any 
person hope for Allah 7 s mercy when they have engaged Him in combat? 




(280) If the debtor is in financial difficulty, then allow him grace till a time of 
ease; and that you should be charitable is better for you if you but knew. (281) 
Beware of the day wherein you shall be returned to Allah, then every soul will 
be recompensed in full and they shall not be oppressed. 

POSTPONING THE DEBT OF ONE IN FINANCIAL DIFFICULTY 

This verse encourages the defraying of a person's debt until he is able to 
pay. However, if the debt is completely written off as charity, it will earn a much 
greater reward for the creditor. It is the practice of usurers to give a loan with 
interest and, when the debtor is unable to meet the repayments, they rejoicingly 
compound the interest. Allah has instructed the contrary by not permitting usury 
in the first place. If, because of pressing circumstances, the person is unable to 
meet his repayment, he should be allowed grace until he is able to repay. It will 
be best if the creditor writes off the debt completely. 

Writing a debt off has been referred to as Charity (Sadaqa) in this verse 
because waiving off debts can attain the same reward and blessings in wealth 
that are contained in Charity (Sadaqa). Sayyidina Abu Hurairah & &\ ^ j relates a 
hadith concerning a person who used to give loans to people. He used to instruct 
the servant collecting the debts to overlook the debts of those in straitened 
circumstances with the hope that Allah may overlook his sins. Upon his death, it 
transpired just as he had hoped, and Allah forgave him all his sins [BukharU v. I, 
p.279, Muslim, v. 2, p.18] 

Sayyidina Abu Qatadah <up ifci narrates that he heard the Holy Prophet 
(JLj Up ifct JL^ say, "The person who wishes Allah to save him from the uneasiness 
of the Day of Judgment, should defer the debt of an indigent person or write it 
off." [Muslim, vl, p.18] 

The Holy Prophet pi- 3 Up ibi also said, "The person who postponed the 
debt of another or forgave it altogether shall be given shade by Allah on the Day 
of Judgment." [Muslim v.2 p.416] 

Giving a loan is a form of Charity (Sadaqa) even though the amount will be 
collected at a later stage. This reward is also acquired for postponing the 
payment deadline. Allama Ibn Kathlr Up iwi ^ narrates a hadith of Ahmad 
wherein the Holy Prophet <JL^ Up i»\ JL* said, "Whoever granted respite to a 
hard-pressed debtor will receive the reward of that amount of Charity (Sadaqa) 
for every single day. The reward for the debt itself will be received before the 
expiry of the due date, then he shall receive double the reward of Charity 



Surah Al-Baqarah 2: 282 



340 



Sadaqa) for every other subsequent day thereafter/' [Muslim, v.l, p. 131] 

"Beware of the day when you shall be returned to Allah..." After mentioning the 
aws pertaining to usury and debts, attention is drawn to the day of Reckoning. 
Dn this day every person shall be made aware of every action of his and given 
he due reward or punishment. The person who is concerned about his plight in 
he Hereafter, having conviction in its advent, and is ever conscious of the fact 
hat he has to render an account there, shall find it easy to abstain from all 
prohibited dealings. 

L^j^jp <^i>o c^>J ^ ^ \1(>rjp ^ djc^iiJ <xii 
51^4 ^1 iji-^tj lijliio SH ^^Ite |>£s=ljl) 

(282) O you who believe! When you contract a debt for a fixed term then record 
it in writing. Let the scribe record the transaction between you with equity. No 
scribe should refuse to write. As Allah taught him, so should he write. Let him 
who incurs the debt dictate, and he should fear his Lord, diminishing naught 
thereof. If the one upon whom is the debt is low in understanding, or weak or 
unable to dictate, then the guardian of his interests should dictate with equity. 
Call to witness two persons from your men. If there not be two men, then one 
man and two women of whom you approve as witnesses so that if the one 
(woman) should err the other may remind her. The witnesses should not refuse 
when summoned. Be not reluctant in the recording of debts, be they small or 
large up to their fixed terms. This is more just in the sight of Allah, surer for 
testimony and the best way to avoid doubt between you; except when it is actual 
merchandise which you transfer amangst yourselves from hand to hand. In that 
case there is no sin on you if you write it not. Have witnesses when you sell to 
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each other, and let no harm come to the scribe or the witness. If you do (harm 
them), then it is indeed is a grave sin on you. Fear Allah, Allah shall teach you. 
Allah is the Knower of all things. 

THE LAWS OF LENDING, RECORDING AND CALLING 
WITNESSES 

In terms of words and letters, the verse is the longest in the Qur'an. The 
verse exhorts people to record in writing all debts having a fixed date of 
payment. The permissibility of transacting on credit and taking loans is deduced 
from this together with the emphasised instruction to record these meticulously. 

The amount of the debt as well as the due date of payment must be 
recorded in the document. This shall prove beneficial in the event of a dispute, 
which can easily be resolved by the document. The verse stipulates a 'fixed term" 
which serves to make the term a highly defined one, such as a fixed date. 
Uncertain terms may not be fixed, such as saying that payment will be due when 
one's orchard ripens, or when he harvests, or when someone returns from a 
journey. 

The Scholars (Ulama) have not classified the order to record credit 
transactions as obligation (Fardh) or compulsory (Wajib), but as an emphasised 
Mustahab (highly preferable). The verse also stresses that the scribe of the 
transaction should be impartial and just, not making any changes to the 
document. Allah also advises the scribes not to refuse writing since Allah 
granted this gifted ability to him and he should utilise it to serve Allah's creation. 

"Let him who incurs the debt dictate, and he should fear his Lord, diminishing 
naught thereof" In his dictation of the terms of contract, the debtor should not 
expropriate any right of his creditor. The debtor has been instructed to dictate 
because this serves as an admission by him for taking the debt. It also serves to 
protect him from paying extra, since he will be cautious in this matter. At the 
same time, he should not dictate a smaller amount by exploiting the creditor's 
negligence or ignorance of terminology. 

However, if the debtor is unable to dictate, the guardian of his affairs may 
do so on his behalf. This may occur when the person is either immature or too 
old, prone to memory lapses and errors. It would also apply to people who are 
mute or do not understand the language in which the document is written. In all 
these cases, there exists the possibility that matters could be complicated, for 
which reason another well-wisher of the debtor should intervene and dictate 
fairly. 

"Call to witness two persons from your men. If there not be tzuo men, then one man 
and tzuo women of whom you approve as witnesses..." .Because of the multiplicity of 
their tasks and lack of education, women generally possess a forgetful nature 
and weakness of expression. The verse states that, together with one man, two 
women are required as witness "so that if the one (woman) should err the other 
may remind her." This applies to general circumstances since there are many 
exceptions where women may possess stronger memories, are more intelligent or 
better able to express themselves than men. 
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The witnesses must be sane, adult Muslims (as understood by the clause 
'from your men"). From the second clause viz. "of whom yon approve as witnesses" it 
is gathered that they should also be pious and just and such that both contracting 
parties rely on them. Their should be no fear of partiality or injustice. 

"The witnesses should not refuse when summoned." Once the witnesses are fully 
conversant with the matter at hand, should any dispute arise, they cannot refuse 
to give testimony to resolve the controversy. It shall be compulsory (Wajib) for 
them to testify when their testimony will prevent the right of any of the parties 
from being usurped. Should they, despite knowing the truth, conceal their 
testimony, they shall be greatly sinful, as mentioned in a subsequent verse. 

"Be not reluctant in the recording of debts, be they small or large up to their fixed 
terms." The benefit of this is explained by Allah Himself in the following verse, 
"This is more just in the sight of Allah, surer for testimony and the best way to avoid 
doubt between you." 

Therefore, all such transactions should be recorded. There exists only one 
exception viz. "except when it is actual merchandise which you transfer amongst 
yourselves from hand to hand. In that case there is no sin on you if you write it not." 
This refers to all cash transactions which need not be recorded if the parties 
do not wish to do so. However, it is still better that these also be reduced to 
writing, as alluded to in the statement "there is no sin on you." This is commonly 
practiced nowadays by the issuing of cash receipts and invoices. The benefit of 
this is that it serves as proof of purchase, whereby no other person can lay claim 
to the goods afterwards. 

"'Have witnesses when you sell to each other..." Having witnesses has many 
advantages, especially in the event of a dispute. These may arise when, either 
intentionally or knowingly, the seller denies having received payment or denies 
the transaction itself. It may also occur that he claims to have absolved himself 
from all defects in the commodity, or the buyer refutes the purchase. At times the 
buyer may claim to have paid without receiving delivery of the goods, or claim 
that he stipulated the right to return the goods. These are just a few examples of 
the numerous quarrels that may be solved by calling witnesses at the time of 
contracting, paying and receiving. 

"...and let no harm come to the scribe or the witness." In the foregoing 
discussion, the scribe and the witness were emphatically exhorted to execute 
their respective tasks without injustice towards any of the transacting parties. 
Here the two parties who had engaged the services of the scribe and witnesses 
are instructed to deal well with them in return by not harming them in any way. 
If the scribe requests remuneration, he should be paid and not compelled to 
work for free. 

In the same way, if the witness requires transport to carry out his task, it 
shall be incumbent that this be arranged. His return home should also be 
provided in a like manner and this should not be ignored once his services have 
been rendered. Since the giving of testimony is obligatory (Tardh), no 
remuneration can be demanded for it. If this is the case with truthful testimony, 
one cannot possibly ask remuneration for false testimony, which is so common in 
these times. 
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In fact, causing harm to any Muslim is not permissible. The Holy Prophet 
pjL-j <Op &\ said, 'That person is cursed who harms a Muslim, as well as he 
who devises a scheme to do so." [Tirmidhi] Not harming the scribe and the 
witness is, however emphasised in this verse, the result of which is "If you do 
(harm them), then it is indeed is a grave sin on you. 

"Fear Allah, Allah shall teach you. Allah is the Knower of all things." One should 
recognise the favours of Allah and He will educate His servants regarding the 
various laws and ordinances. He is Aware of every injustice done to others, be it 
major or minor. It should never be misunderstood that these vile acts have ended 
here, but they will have to be accounted for in the Hereafter. 




(283) If you are on a journey and cannot find a scribe, then a pledge in hand. If 
any of you entrust another, then let him who is trusted deliver what is entrusted 
to him and let him fear Allah. Conceal not testimony for whoever conceals it has 
a sinful heart. Allah knows well whatever you do. 

THE LAW OF THE PLEDGE (RAHK) AND THE EVIL OF 
CONCEALING TESTIMONY 

This verse explains that if on journey no scribes are found to record a 
transaction, the buyer should keep something in trust with the seller so that he 
be reassured of repayment. The mention of a journey is coincidental and this deal 
may also take place when not on journey. 

The mention of the word "maqbuda" ("in hand") stipulates that the 
transaction is only complete when the "Rahin" (giver) hands the commodity 
over to the "Murtahin" (receiver). Merely a verbal agreement without the actual 
transfer is not sufficient. If no scribe, no witness, nor any item is available to 
place as "Rahn" with the creditor, but he gives the loan purely on trust, then it is 
the duty of the debtor to ensure repayment. He should not sway to the dictates of 
his Nafs and the Satan (Shay tan) by attempting to betray the person's trust in him 
and not paying with the belief that there is no way in which the creditor can 
implicate him should he not pay. Although it is obligatory to repay every debt, 
such a debt where there exists no contract, no witness and no Rahn is even more 
binding on a person and its fulfillment is more in keeping with the demands of 
etiquette and nobility. 

If a person usurps the right of any other on this basis, there is no escape for 
him in the Hereafter, where he will have to repay very dearly. There the 
magistrate shall be Allah, Who will demand an account for every little thing. 
Repayment shall be with good deeds, which, in their absence, will be substituted 
by burdening the debtor with the creditor's sins. Allah, before whom nothing is 
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hidden, will most assuredly achieve what the law of this world could not 
accomplish. For this reason He says, "and let him fear Allah, his Lord." 

"Conceal not testimony for whoever conceals it has a sinful heart. Allah knows well 
whatever you do." This verse makes it clear that to conceal evidence is Unlawful 
(Haram). If someone's right is in danger of being lost, and another may save it by 
way of his timeous testimony, it will be Unlawful (Haram) for him not to come 
forward with the same upon request. If he is not summoned, it will not be 
binding on him to present himself. The verse also makes it apparent that to 
conceal evidence and testimony is not only a sin of the limbs, but denotes a sinful 
heart as well. 

"Allah knoivs well whatever yon do." Every person, including the one who 
conceals testimony, should bear in mind that Allah is ever conscious of each 
action of theirs and shall definitely require the perpetrator to render an account 
on the Day of Judgment. 




(284) Unto Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the 
earth. Whether you make known what is in your hearts or conceal it, Allah will 
bring you to account for it. He will forgive whom He wills and punish whom He 
wills. Allah is Able to do all things. (285) The Holy Prophet ^ A\ 
believes in that which has been revealed to him from his Lord and (so do) the 
believers. Each one believes in Allah, His angels, His scriptures and His 
messengers. (They say) "We make no distinction between one and another 
messenger," and they say, "We hear and we obey. Pardon us our Lord. Unto You 
is our return." (286) Allah does not task any soul beyond its capability. It shall 
receive in its favour that which it had earned and to its detriment shall be the 
sins that it had perpetrated. "Oh our Lord, do not take us to account if we forget 
or err. Our Lord, do not place such a burden on us as You had placed on those 
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before us. Our Lord, do not impose on us that which we have not the strength to 
bear. Pardon us, forgive us and have mercy on us.. You are our Protector so assist 
us against the disbelievers." 

FORGIVENESS OF ERRORS AND FORGETFUL ACTS, AS WELL AS 
SOME PRAYERS (DU'AS) TO BE RECITED 

The limbs of the body are capable of doing voluntary and involuntary acts. 
Involuntary acts are like the trembling of palsied people, or the muttering of 
sleeping people. These impulses cannot be controlled and, therefore, a person is 
not responsible for them, neither shall there be any retribution for them. If a 
person cried instinctively upon the death of his child, he will not be sinful. 
However, if he said such things on this occasion that constituted an objection to 
Allah, he will be punished for these statements of infidelity (kufr). 

In the same way, the actions of the heart also fall into these two categories. 
A person will not be responsible for whatever thoughts occur involuntarily. On 
the other hand, if he intentionally brings into his heart something that is sinful, 
he will be required to render an account for the same; such as when he harbours 
enmity or jealousy, or devises a scheme to harm another person. There shall be 
no sin should a fleeting evil thought enter one's mind. 

The verse opens with the statement that everything belongs to Allah and He 
is therefore in complete control of all, man's affairs. Whatever He wishes for 
them cannot be repealed by anyone. He may take people to task for whatever 
thoughts He deems fit, and He may also pardon them if He deems it fit, 
irrespective of whether they display them or conceal them. However, the sins of 
infidelity (kufr) and polytheism (shirk) will never be forgiven by Him, as 
explained in other verses. Allah then says that He is capable of doing anything, 
be it accounting, pardoning or punishing. 

Since the verse does not stipulate the difference between voluntary and 
involuntary thoughts, the Companions (Sahabah) ^ &\ were very concerned 
when they heard the verse. They approached the Holy Prophet ^ iin JL* 
saying, "O Prophet of Allah the Holy Prophet pJL. 3 Up i»\ JU! Thus far we have 
been instructed to carry out actions that were within our capability (like Salah, 
Zakah, Jihad (religion war), etc.). Now we are unable to do what is instructed in 
this verse, (i.e. we are unable to control the thoughts that occur to our hearts)." 
The Holy Prophet <X-> 3 Up iui jl> told them, "Let it not be that you also say what 
the people of the book said when an injunction was imposed upon them. They 
said, We hear and we disobey/ You should say, We hear and we obey. Pardon us our 
lord, unto You is our return.' The Companions (Sahabah) ^ i»» repeated these 
words, thereafter Allah revealed the consequent verses viz. "The Holy Prophet JU> 
r^j & s believes in that which has been revealed to him from his Lord and (so do) the 
believers... (up to the end of the Surah)/' These verses praises the believers and 
indicates their acceptance of Allah's orders by saying, .and they say. We hear and 
we obey. Pardon us our Lord. Unto You is our return." Thereafter,, the general 
connotation of the former injunction was cancelled by the statement, "Allah does 
not task any soul beyond its capability." [Muslim, v.l, p.77] 

"Allah does not task any soul beyond its capability." This verse refers to 
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involuntary actions that no person will be asked about. Concerning voluntary 
actions Allah states further, "It (the soul) shall receive in its favour that which it had 
earned and to its detriment shall be the sins that it had perpetrated." 

This also includes the actions of the heart as Allah says in another part of 
Surah Al-Baqarah (verse 225), ". . . but (Allah) will try you for that which your hearts 
intend." This is also substantiated by the following verse in Surah Bani Isra'il, 
"Definitely questioning shall take place with regard to ears, eyes and heart." [Surah V. 
verse 36] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up iui reports that the Holy Prophet Up &\ 
^ 3 said, "Allah has pardoned my Ummah for all that occurs in their minds 
unless they practise upon these or say them." [Muslim v.l p. 75] 

Man is constantly plagued by evil thoughts that are injected by Satan 
(Shay tan). These should not concern him since he is not responsible for them due 
to their involuntary nature. He will only be answerable for them once he acts on 
them by carrying out the evil action or uttering an evil word. 

The occurrence of these evil thoughts in one's mind is a sign of his sincere 
Belief (hndn). It is reported in Muslim (v.l, p.79) that the Companions (Sahabah) 
^ &\ asked, "Such things occur in our hearts that we find difficult to 
express." The Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up iui jl> enquired, "Do you really feel this?" 
When they replied in the affirmative, he said, "This is true Belief (Iman)." 

In Abu Dawud (v.l p. 341) it is narrated that a person told the Holy Prophet 
fL* 3 Up &\ J^, "Such thoughts plague my mind that I prefer my tongue becoming 
coals rather than mentioning them." The Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up J^> exclaimed, 
"Allahu Akbar! Allahu Akbarl All praise be to Allah who had confined the evil of 
Satan (Shay tan) to mere thoughts." (i.e. If the person did not possess Belief (Iman), 
he would not have considered it difficult to utter these words. He is, therefore, a 
person of true Belief (Iman).) 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up i»i narrates that the Holy Prophet Up & 
<X* 3 said, "Satan (Shaytan) will come to you and ask who created certain things? 
In this way he will eventually ask who created Allah? When matters reach such a 
head, then seek protection with Allah from Satan (Shaytan) and let the matter rest 
i.e. do not further entertain the discussion)." 

According to another narration, the Holy Prophet <X* 3 Up &\ said, 
"People keep asking each other questions until they ask that if everything is the 
creation of Allah, who created Allah? Whoever experiences this should say, 
'Amantu Villain Wa Rusulihil (I believe in Allah and His messengers!)" [Ibid] 

In a narration of Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up iui ^> Jt the Holy Prophet & jh 
^ 3 Up advised the person in this predicament to recite, "Allahu Ahad Allahus 
Samad lam yalid wa lam yulid wa lam yakul lahu knfu'wan ahad" Thereafter he 
should make the action of spitting three times to the left and recite "A'udhu 
Billahi Minash Shaytan Nir Rajim" [I seek protection with Allah from the accursed 
Satan (Shaytan)]. ["Mishkatul Masdbih", p. 19] 

The verse is under discussion, Allah advises His bondsmen to recite certain 
Prayer (du'd). The first is, "Oh our Lord, do not take us to account if we forget or err. 
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The author of "Jalalain" states that according to the hadith there will be rfo 
accountability for errors and forgetfulness. Error does not refer to sins, but to 
something done unintentionally. It should be borne in mind that the waiving of 
accountability is a separate matter from the application of laws and penalties. For 
example, if a person forgetfully talks in Salah, the Salah shall be nullified and if 
he mistakenly kills another Muslim, he will have to pay the blood money. These 
laws will apply even though the person will not be sinful. 

''Our Lord, do not place such a burden on us as You had placed on those before us." 
The Bani Israel were enjoined with difficult injunctions such as sacrificing their 
lives for the acceptance of their repentance. They had to pay a quarter of their 
wealth in Zakah and were required to cut off the impure portion of their clothing 
instead of just washing it. When a person from them committed a sin at night, it 
would be written on his front door in the morning. Numerous pure things were 
also forbidden to them, as Allah says, "We forbade for them certain things which 
were lawful for them" [Surah Nisa, verse 160] Allah says in another verse, "We forbade 
every clawed animal to the Jews. From cattle and goats We forbade them the fat of the 
tivo, excluding what is carried by the back, the entrails and what is attached to the bones. 
This We granted them as retribution for their rebellion., and undoubtedly We are 
truthful." [Surah An' dm, verse 146] 

The Bani Isra'Il were permitted only to pray in their appointed places of 
worship, and the spoils of war were forbidden for them. Allah made laws and 
injunctions much easier for the Ummah of Prophet Muhammad jJL, 3 <J± & J**. 
Allah says regarding the Holy Prophet jJL-j aJLp iut "He permits for them the pure 
things, forbids them from the impure things and removes from them the burden and 
shackles which were upon them." [Surah A'raf, verse 157] 

"Our Lord, do not impose on us that which we have not the strength to bear." This 
refers to the injunctions of Shari'ah as well as natural calamities, as mentioned by 
the author of " Jalalain". 

At the end, four brief Prayers (du'as) are mentioned collectively, "Pardon us, 
forgive us and have mercy on us. You are our Protector so assist us against the 
disbelievers." According to a hadith of Muslim (v.l p.78) Allah replies "Yes" to 
each of these Prayers (du'as), while according to another narration He says, "I 
have done so," i.e. "as you asked, and I have accepted your Prayer (du'a)." 

In a hadith of Muslim (v.l, p. 97) it is recorded that the Holy Prophet ibi JU» 
rL 3 was awarded three things during the Ascension (Mi' raj) viz: 

(1) The five salawat (plural of salah) 

(2) The concluding verses of Surah Al-Baqarah (from Amanar 
Rasul up to the end) 

(3) The major sins of his "Ummah will be forgiven if they do 
not commit shirk, (The pardoning of major sins will be due 
to the mercy of Allah, or repentance, or after receiving a 
brief punishment in Hell whereafter these believing sinners 
will also enter Heaven (Jannah). 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ii narrates that once Jibr'il r *>LJ\ Up was sitting 
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with the Holy Prophet ^* Up &\ when they heard a tremendous sound from 
the sky. They looked upwards and Jibr'Il ^LJ\ <uU said that a door of the heavens 
had opened which had not been opened before this day. An angel appeared from 
this door whom Jibr'Il ^ introduced as one who had before this day never 
descended to the earth. This angel greeted the Holy Prophet ^ ? *js> &\ with 
salam and said, "I wish to inform you of two celestial lights that have been 
conferred specially to you and to no other Prophet before. The first is the 
Fatihatul Kitab (the opening chapter of the Qur'an called Surah Fatihah), and the 
second is the concluding portion of Surah Baqarah. Whichever of these you recite 
[as Prayers (dn'as)] Allah will surely grant you your request." [Muslim, v.l, p.171] 

The virtue and importance of these verses can be gathered from these 
Ahadith. They were revealed on Ascension (Mi' raj) and any Prayer (dn'a) made 
with them will be accepted by Allah. 

It is narrated in a hadith that whoever recites these verses at night they will 
suffice for him. [Bukhari, v.l, p.755, Muslim, v.l, p 271] Commentators mention that 
this means that the recitation of these verses will be sufficient to protect the 
person from the harm and evil of all men and jinn. Others say that he shall be 
safe from all calamities and adversities, while a third opinion is that these will 
suffice for all the other devotional acts which could not be carried out for some 
reason. Still another group maintains that these will suffice to substitute the 
optional Salah at night. 
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 

(1) Alif Lam MIm. (2) Allah is He besides whom there is no other deity, He is 
Living, the Maintainer. (3) He revealed the Qur'an to you [O Muhammad A\ 

with the truth, confirming that which was before it and revealed the 
Torah and Injfl. (4) from aforetime as a guidance to man and He revealed the 
Discerner. Verily those who disbelieve in the verses of Allah shall have an 
immense punishment. Allah is Mighty, the Avenger. (5) Definitely nothing in 
the heavens or the earth is hidden from Allah. (6) He is the One who fashions 
you in the wombs as He pleases. There is no deity save Him, The Mighty, The 
Wise. 

A DISCUSSION WITH A DELEGATION OF CHRISTIANS AND 
REFUTING THEIR STATEMENTS 

It is narrated in "Asbabun Nuzul" (p.90) and "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l, p.27) 
that a Christian delegation of 70 came to Madinah. Fourteen of them were chiefs, 
the leader being a person called Abdul Maslh. Another important person with 
them was someone named Abham. They entered the Masjidun Nabawi and 
prayed facing east. 

The Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up ibi invited the two most senior members of this 
delegation to Islam upon which they said that they had accepted the Din 
(religion) even before him. The Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &\ told them that they 
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were lying (since the only Din (religion) acceptable in the sight of Allah is Islam. 
Islam invites towards Tauhid which, if not- accepted, can never qualify a person 
as a Muslim). The Holy Prophet <JL. 3 Up to Ju* asked them, "How can you claim 
to be Muslims when you ascribe children to Allah, worship the cross and eat 
pork?" They replied, "If Isa r%J» Up is not the son of Allah then who is his 
father?" In this way they, together with their companions, continued debating. 

The Holy Prophet jJL^ Up &\ asked them, "Should a son not resemble his 
father?" When they replied in the affirmative the Holy Prophet ^ ? Up ^ told 
them, "Do you not know that our Lord has been alive forever and will remain so 
forever, whereas Isa ^LJ\ ^ has passed away." (According to their belief he was 
crucified whereas Muslims believe he was raised to the heavens and he will 
return before the Day of Judgment.) They accepted this point. 

Thereafter the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up At JU* told them, "Do you not know that 
our Lord maintains each and every thing, protects them and provides for them?" 
When they accepted this the Holy Prophet ^ Up went on further to say, 

"What does Isa r *>U\ Up do in this regard?" They replied that he could not 
accomplish these feats, to which the Holy Prophet Up a\ said, "Do you 
not know that nothing in the heavens nor the earth is hidden from Allah?" When 
they admitted this the Holy Prophet ^j^i^ said, "Does Isa r *>U» Up possess 
any knowledge more than what Allah had given him?" They replied that his 
knowledge was limited to this. 

The Holy Prophet u* &\ told them, "Allah fashioned Isa Up in 
the womb of his mother as He wished. Neither does Our Lord eat nor does He 
drink. What is your belief in this regard?" They admitted that whatever had been 
said was indeed the truth. The Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &\ then questioned them, 
"Did Isa (OU> Up not remain in his mother's womb just like others do, and was he 
not born like others are born? Was he then not fed as other babies and did he not 
eat and .drink as others do? Did he not undergo conditions of impurity?" They 
admitted to these facts. The Holy Prophet Up ii JL* then told them, "Then 
how can it be possible that he is the son of Allah?" Upon hearing this, they fell 
silent and Allah revealed the opening verses of Surah Al Imran which number 
over 80. 

These verses mention Allah's Being and attributes. No person can be a 
Muslim without believing in them. Between these verses, Allah also addresses 
the polytheists (Mushrikin) and advises abstaining from the pleasures of this 
world in lieu for those of the Hereafter. Mention is also made of the fact that the 
only Din (religion) acceptable by Allah is Islam, together with the incidents of 
Sayyidina Isa pLJ\ Up and his mother Sayyidina Maryam fiLJ\ Up. Details are also 
given of his ascension to the heavens. The challenge of "Mubahala" is given on 
behalf of the Holy Prophet ^ } Up &\ ju, which the Christians declined. This and 
much more is expounded in these verses. 

THE VIRTUE OF SURAH AL IMRAN 

This Surah is a "talking proof" against the Jews, Christians and idolaters 
since it addresses them all. It invites them towards the truth and refutes their 
false beliefs, which include the blasphemous ideologies concerning Sayyidina Isa 
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and Ibrahim 

Sayyidina Nawas bin Sam' an ^ & narrates that the Holy Prophet i» J** 
«Op said, "On the Day of Judgment the Qur'an and all those who practiced the 
Qur'an shall be summoned. In the forefront will be Surah Baqarah and Al Imran, 
which will appear in the form of two clouds or canopies, whose shade shall be 
the densest. Light will shine forth from between them/ 7 [Muslim, v.l, p.270] 

"AlifLam Mint." These are called "Huruf Muqata'at" and none know their 
meaning except Allah, as explained in the beginning of Surah Baqarah. 

"Allah is He besides whom there is no other deity, He is Living, the Maintainer." 
This statement of oneness of Allah (Tauhid) refutes the belief of the idolators. The 
attribute "Al Hayy" ("The Living prefers to the being who was from forever and 
shall remain forever without ever experiencing death. 

The second attribute "Al Qayyum" ("The Maintainer") refer to His creating 
and looking after all of His creation. He alone nurtures them and keeps them in 
existence. He may cause their existences to terminate whenever He pleases. It is 
evident that the Being in possession of all these qualities is worthy of 
worshipping and any other that is dependant on Him cannot be considered 
deserving of worship. 

MENTION OF THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES 

"He revealed the Qur'an to you Oh Muhammad i ^ with the truth, 

confirming that which was before it and revealed the Torah and Injil from aforetime as a 
guidance to man and He revealed the Discerner." 

Mention is made of the fact that the Qur'an affirms all that is in the previous 
books. This fact serves to console the hearts of the Jews and Christians as well as 
being an invitation towards Islam. This encourages them to draw closer to Islam 
and the Qur'an, which testifies to all that they believed in, including oneness of 
Allah (Tauhid), Prophethood and belief in the Last Day. 

If the Qur'an did not confirm what was in the previous books, the people 
could have used this as an excuse not to accept Islam. Just as the Injil confirmed 
the Torah, so too does the Qur'an confirm both of them, together with all the 
other divine scriptures. None should be surprised by the revelation of the Qur'an 
because they had already accepted the revelation of scriptures many before it. All 
were from the same Allah. 

The Torah and Injil are described as guidance for mankind, just as the 
Qur'an was described likewise in verse 185 of Surah Baqarah. Included in the 
guidance contained in these two is the heralding of the final Holy Prophet &\ 

THE MEANING OF THE "DISCERNER" 

The Arabic word "Furqan" (Discerner) refers to something that differentiates 
between things. The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3, p. 77) has recorded several 
opinions with regard to the interpretation of this word. Sayyidina Qatada &\ 
<4± says that it' refers to the Qur'an which discerns between truth and falsehood. 
It includes elucidation of Lawful (Halal) and Unlawful (Haram), restrictions and 
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obligations, obedience and disobedience. 

Another opinion is that it refers to all the divine scriptures. Oth 
commentators maintain that it refers specifically to the Zabiir revealed to 
Sayyidina Dawud r y^\ since the other three famous books were all 
mentioned. Another opinion is that the "Discerner" is the miracles of the 
Prophet ^LJ\ <Aj> because through them the truth is separated from falsehood. 

A WARNING TO THE REJECTERS 

"Verily those who disbelieve in the verses of Allah shall have an immense 
punishment. Allah is Mighty, the Avenger. "Allah is capable of punishing 
whomsoever He desires because of His overwhelming power and might. Two 
attributes are mentioned here to emphasise the fact that none can escape His 
grasp and act beyond His knowledge. 

NOTHING IS HIDDEN FROM ALLAH 

"Definitely nothing in the heavens or the earth is hidden from Allah. " The author 
of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that the entire universe is implied in this verse, 
including every creation of Allah. The heavens and earth have received specific 
mention because they are usually visible and known by all. Nothing of these is 
hidden from Him. 

This verse also alludes to the fact that certain hidden things may be known 
to some (like how Sayyidina Isa knew What people stored in their 

homes), but this does not necessarily make them a deity, since a true deity (Allah) 
has knowledge of everything. His knowledge is not limited and nothing is 
hidden from Him. 

ALLAH FASHIONS CHILDREN IN THE WOMBS OF THEIR 
MOTHERS AS HE PLEASES 

"He is the One who fashions you in the wombs as He pleases." Muslims and Non- 
Muslim (kuffar) acknowledge this attribute that Allah creates the forms of 
foetuses as He pleases. None has any say in whether the child to be born is 
physically sound or deformed. He decides whether the child is black or white, 
male or female, with a high nose or flat nose, and He alone decides every other 
feature of the child. Neither does the father have any say in this matter, nor the 
mother. This is the case with every other creature as well. 

This verse points to the fact that one who cannot even determine his own 
form and features cannot possibly be worshipped. Even these false gods were 
forced to accept the decree of Allah in this matter. This verse refutes the belief of 
the Christians that Sayyidina Isa f&J\ Up is Allah, because he was created in the 
form decided by Allah and had no choice in the matter. 

"There is no deity save Him, The Mighty, The Wise." The concept of oneness of 
Allah (Tanhid) is reiterated with the addition that He is Mighty and Wise. 
Nothing is beyond His might and power and everything that He created is 
created most wisely. 
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(7) He it was Who revealed unto you [O Muhammad ^LjUpi J^>] the book 
wherein lies 'Muhkamat' (clear) verses that are the 'Ummul Kitab' and others 
that are 'Mutashabihat' (allegorical). As for those who have crookedness in their 
hearts, they pursue those that are allegorical (Mutasha-bihat), thereby seeking to 
cause dissension and seeking their interpretation. None knows their 
interpretation except Allah. Those who are sound in knowledge say, "We 
believe therein, all is from our Lord." None take heed besides men of 
understanding. 

THE MEANING OF CLEAR VERSES (MUHKAMAT) AND 
ALLEGORICAL VERSES {MUTASHABIHAT) 

This verse states that the Qur'an comprises of both these two types of 
verses, while other verses mention that all the verses are of the clear (Muhkamat) 

lype e.g a book the verses of which are Muhkam..." [Surah Hud, verse 1]. On the other 

hand, other verses mention that all the verses are Allegorical (Mutashabihat) e.g. 
"Allah revealed the best of speech, a book of meaning that is Clear (Mutashabih).." 

The entire Qur'an is Muhkam (clear and comprehensible) in a sense that all its 
verses are the truth and every word and purport is so accurate that none can 
raise any objection. The words and purport are all clear, coherent and resolute. 
Where the entire Qur'an is said to be Allegorical (Mutashabih), it means that all 
the verses are similar and alike in their beauty, eloquence and truth. 

In the above verse of Surah Al Imran, "Muhkamat" refers to those verses 
whose meaning is apparent and clearly comprehensible. They are the 'Ummul 
Kitab" ("Mother of the Book") in the sense that they constitute the substance and 
basic principles of the Qur'an. They contain clear orders and prohibitions 
wherein lies no cause of doubt for anyone. Those verses that are seemingly 
obscure and ambiguous will also be included in this type of verse. Only those 
verses whose interpretation is known exclusively by Allah are referred to as the 
Allegorical Verses (Mutashabihat). 

THE ATTITUDE OF THOSE WHO ARE SOUND IN KNOWLEDGE 

People who have sound knowledge interpret the Allegorical Verses 
(Mutashabihat) as they understand the clear and comprehensible verses 
(Muhkamat). They reject whatever interpretations seem to contradict and conflict 
with the principle (Muhkam) verses. They interpret in a way that does not 
contradict the accepted views and principles. If they cannot do this, they accept it 
to mean what Allah had willed it to mean. This method of approach is the best 
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and the most cautious. Many people try to uncover the meanings of these verses 
but because of the corruption in their hearts, they cannot understand them. They 
also attempt to unravel the hidden meanings of the Allegorical verse 
(Mntashabiliat), eventually causing dissension by concocting interpretations that 
conform to their personal dictates, whims and fancies, even though these 
contradict the accepted principles of the Qur'an. 

Many people who reject the Ahadith soon reject the Qur'an as well because 
they seek to pursue the meanings of the Allegorical verse (Mntashabiliat) and 
because the inherent evil in their hearts drives them away from the Qur'an. 

EXAMPLES OF SUCH ALLEGORICAL VERSE (MUTASHABIH 
VERSES) ARE: 

> "The Most Merciful is firm upon the throne." [Surah Tdha, verse 5] 

> "The day when the calf shall he exposed. "[Surah Qalam, verse 42] 

> "Your Lord come and the angels in rows. "[Surah Fajr, verse 22] 

> "'The hand of Allah is above their hands. "[Surah Fatah, verse 10] 

Those who are sound and firm in their knowledge accept all these without 
needing to understand their exact meanings and say that they, take the meaning 
in whichever way Allah desires it to be understood. "Those who are sound in 
knowledge say, We believe therein, all is from our Lord. "These are men who are well- 
versed in the Qur'an and admit their ignorance concerning the Allegorical verse 
(Mntashabiliat), which is beyond their knowledge. 

When Imam Malik a> &\ ^ was questioned regarding the meaning of the 
verse, "The Most Merciful is firm upon the throne," he replied, "The literal meaning 
is understood but the manner is unknown. Belief in it is incumbent and to 
question it is an innovation/' It is incumbent to believe that Allah is free from 
faults, deficiencies and from the need for a body. At the same time, it is also 
necessary to believe in everything revealed in the Qur'an. In this way, one does 
not conflict with the belief that "Nothing is like Him" [Surah Shura, verse 11]. Many 
people take the literal meaning of such verses and forget the accepted principle 
of "Nothing is like Him." 

Sayyidah Ayshah ifci narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL-^ *J± &\ 
said, "When you see people who attempt to interpret the Allegorical verse 
(Mntashabiliat) then avoid them, for they are the ones that Allah has mentioned." 
(i.e. warned against in the verse: "As for those who have crookedness in their hearts, 
they pursue those that are allegorical (Mutashabihat), thereby seeking to cause dissension 
and seeking their interpretation.") 

Some commentators maintain that the Allegorical (Mutashabihat) are 
actually a test for the knowledgeable people with an inquiring mind that they 
desist from probing into the matter. As for those who have no inclination 
towards learning, it serves to inspire them to acquire the knowledge of the Clear 
and Comprehensible verse (Muhkamat). 
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(8) "Our Lord, cause not our hearts to stray after You have guided us and bestow 
on us Your mercy for verily You are the Bestower." (9) "Our Lord, surely You 
shall gather mankind together on a day wherein there is no doubt. Surely Allah 
never fails to meet a tryst/' 

THE SUPPLICATION OF THOSE WHO ARE SOUND OF 
KNOWLEDGE 

These two verses contain the Supplication (du'a) of the people whom Allah 
had describes as "Those who are sound in knowledge They attest to the guidance 
which Allah conferred upon them, exhorting Him to keep them steadfast by not 
allowing their hearts to succumb to deviation and crookedness. They do not wish 
to be among those whom these traits caused to pursue the meanings of the 
Allegorical verse (Mutashabihat). They then pray for His mercy in both the worlds 
which will maintain their Belief (Iman) in the Principle (Muhkam) verses. 

This Supplication (du'a) is of great importance and should be made 
continuously. There have been many who have fallen prey to devious groups 
and themselves deviated to the extent that they were left without their Belief 

(Iman). 

The Holy Prophet ^ _> aJj> i»i says in a narration of Muslim that the hearts 
of men are totally within the control of Allah, Who may do with them as He 
pleases. Then he made the following Supplication (du'a), "Oh Allah, the Changer 
of hearts, turn our hearts to Your obedience/ 7 ["Mishkatul Masabih," p. 20] 

The second supplication (du'a) of those possessing sound knowledge is, 
"Our Lord, surely You shall gather mankind together on a day wherein there is no doubt. 
Surely Allah never fails to meet a tryst." In this supplication they are expressing that 
their most urgent need will occur on the Day of Judgment and are actually 
begging His help on that fateful day. 



(10) Verily the riches and the progeny of the disbelievers shall not avail them at 
all against Allah. These people will be the fuel of the fire. (11) Their ways are 
just like the people of Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and those before them. They falsified 
Our revelations, so Allah seized them for their sins. Allah is severe in 
punishment. 




WEALTH AND PROGENY WILL BE OF NO AVAIL IN THE 
HEREAFTER 



The disbelievers (kuffar) boast about their wealth and progeny, thinking that 
these will be of benefit to them. Though they may be partially right concerning 
this world but in the Hereafter, these will be totally useless to them. Allah 
expresses their illusion in Surah Saba, "They say, 'We possess more wealth and 
children and will not be punished." [Surah 34, verse 35] 

None of their wealth shall accompany them to the Hereafter and even if it 
could, it will be of no use, as Allah says later in the Surah Al Imran (verse 91), 
"Verily those who disbelieve and die as disbelievers, not even the world full of gold will 
ever be accepted from them if they wish to ransom their souls thereby. These people will 
experience a most painful chastisement and shall have none to assist them." 

The above was with regard to the uselessness of wealth. As for one's 
offspring, Allah says in Surah Abas, 'The day when a man shall flee from his 
brother, his mother, his father, his spouse and his children. Every one of them 
shall be in such a predicament that will make him oblivious of another/' [Surah 

80, verses 34 to 37] 

To entertain hopes that one's wealth and family will benefit in the Hereafter 
as they did in this world is sheer foolishness and wishful thinking. The 
disbelievers (kuffar) are destined for Hell and will serve to fuel it. Those who 
chose disbelief (kufr) after the coming of the Holy Prophet (JL-j aJLp ibt behave 
just like the people of Pharaoh (Fir'aun). Due to their falsification of Allah's 
revelation and sinful behaviour, they were seized in His grip of chastisement in 
both worlds. 




(12) Say to those who disbelieve, "You shall be vanquished and gathered in 
Hell, which is the worst of beddings." (13) Indeed there was a sign for you in 
two groups which met. One group fought in the way of Allah and the other were 
disbelievers, who saw them as twice their number with their very eyes. Allah 
strengthens with His aid whomsoever He wills. Truly in this is a lesson for 
those with foresight. 

THE JEWS ARE ADVISED TO TAKE A LESSON FROM THE 
INCIDENT AT B ADR 

It is reported in "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3, p.94) from a narration of Bayhaqi that 
Sayyidina Ibn Abbas iwi ^ said that after the victory at Badr, the Holy 
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prophet fJL^ Up iui JUs gathered the Jews in the marketplace of the Jewish tribe of 
Banu Qaynuqa. He addressed them thus, "Oh Jews, accept Islam before you 
suffer the adversity suffered just now by the Quraish." They responded by 
saying, "Oh Muhammad ^L-j Up &\ J**, do not be beguiled by your victory over 
some inexperienced people who do not know the art of warfare. By Allah! If you 
should fight us, you will find out who we are." In response to this statement, 
Allah revealed this verse telling them that they shall also soon be defeated and 
killed in this very world and receive the grotesque punishment of Hell. Their 
threats are all hollow and futile. 

THE AUDACITY OF THE JEWS 

In spite of their insolence the Jews were finally crushed. The Banu Quraiza 
were killed and the Banu Nadhir were exiled to Khaybar. Thereafter the Muslim 
conquered all their forts of Khaybar and struck an agreement with them that 
they will continue working the fields and send a stipulated amount to the 
Muslims. 

Later, during the period of Sayyidina Umar -up &y '^ Jf they were even 
expelled from Khaybar. This was their defeat in this world and in the Hereafter 
there awaits only Hell for them. 

THE SCENE AT BADR 

Allah depicts the battle of Badr as a lesson for the Jews as to how the 
Muslims conquer the disbelievers (kuffar). The Muslim army fighting in the way 
of Allah comprised 313 soldiers of whom 77 were from the Muhajirin (Makkan 
immigrants) and the other 236 were from the Ansar of Madinah. The Muslim 
army had only 70 camels and every three soldiers were required to ride and 
graze one camel in turn. In addition to this they had only two horses, six coats of 
armour and eight swords. They travelled a hundred miles over mountainous 
terrain to reach Badr. 

The disbelievers (kuffar) army numbered three times that of the Muslims. 
They comprised 900 fighting soldiers excluding the women who went with them. 
With great pomp and glamour they sang and danced, carrying with them much 
supplies and weapons in addition to their 700 camels and 100 horses. 

The end result of the battle was that 70 disbelievers (kuffar) were killed 
while a further 70 were taken captive. Only six of the immigrants (Muhajirin) and 
eight Ansar met their martyrdom. Allah assisted the Muslims in numerous ways, 
the one being that the disbelievers (kuffar) saw them as double their figure. 

Allah says in Surah Anfal, "And recall the time when you met, Allah made them 
seem little to you and reduced your number in their eyes, so that Allah may bring to pass 
ci matter that He had already decreed." [Surah 8, verse 44] By reconciling these two 
verses it is gathered that before the battle, Allah made the Muslims appear 
smaller than their actual size so that the disbelievers (kuffar) would not grow 
despondent and flee the battlefield. Once the battle commenced, He made them 
seem double their size so that the disbelievers (kuffar) now lost courage and 
fought with less vigour. On the other hand, the disbelievers (kuffar) army seemed 
smaller to the Muslims so that they would take courage and fight 
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with more enthusiasm. This has been explained in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l, p. 283) 
and in "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v. 2, p. 96). 

It could also be said that the Muslims saw the disbelievers (kujfar) as being 
double their size. In this case it would still mean that they saw them as being less 
because in actual fact they were three times their size. In this way also they 
would take courage because Allah says to the Believers (Mu'minin), "If there be 
from you one hundred perseverant ones they can vanquish tzoo hundred." [Surah Anfal, 
verse 66] 

"Allah strengthens with His aid whomsoever He wills." Allah allowed an ill- 
equipped army of 313 to defeat a well-equipped army of a thousand that 
possessed all the necessary means. The Jews, instead of taking heed, chose to do 
the opposite and suffered as a result. If a person chooses to blind himself, he will 
only destroy himself. 

"Truly in this is a lesson for those with foresight." This verse explains that the 
Jews did not utilise any foresight in the matter and turned a blind eye to the 
warning. If they had exercised their faculties of understanding, they would have 
perceived this great miracle of the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ JL* and become 
Muslims. 




(14) Beautified for mankind has been made the love of joys from women, 
children, large heaps of gold and silver, branded horses, livestock and 
plantations. These are the comforts of the worldly life and with Allah is a most 
excellent abode. 

THE COMFORTS OF THE WORLD HAVE BEEN MADE 
ATTRACTIVE TO MAN 

This verse briefly mentions some of the attractive things of the world which 
people feel they have to forsake when accepting Islam. This was one of the 
factors that prevented the Jews from accepting Islam. This perception is based on 
ignorance. Although a person might experience some difficulties initially (which 
are actually a test), he shall receive even more by virtue of his Belief (Iman). 

Many things of desire have been mentioned in this verse and usually a 
person possessing these are considered to be of some standing and authorities. 
However, these^ are prone to be of limited benefit only for a while in this world 
and it shall only be Belief (Iman) and good deeds that will avail one in the 
Hereafter. For this reason Allah states further, "These are the comforts of the worldly 
life and with Allah is a most excellent abode." 

" large heaps of gold and silver..." Tlte Arabic word "qintar" refers to a large 

fortune of wealth. It is further used in conjunction with the adjective 
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"muqantara" which emphasises its huge proportions considerably, it is reported 
that when the Holy Prophet ^L-j Up i»\ JL» was asked regarding the meaning of 
"qintar", he mentioned twelve thousand "Awqiya" (one Awqiya equals 40 
Dirhams). 

" branded horses../' The Arabs used to brand their horses, called 

"musawwama." Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ & reports that this word refers to 
horses that are left in the fields for grazing. According to Sayyidina Mujahid ^ 
4*- &\, these are such horses that are very healthy and beautiful. 

" livestock and plantations." Livestock is defined by the Arabic word 

"an'am" which refers to camels, goats, cattle, etc. Normally a person who owns a 
large number of these animals is regarded as one of a high stranding. When this 
person's animals go out early in the morning to graze and then return again in 
their large droves in the evening, he watches them proudly and thinks nothing of 
anyone else. Allah refers to this in Surah Nahl "In them is beauty for you when you 
return them in the evenings and when you send them out in the morning." [Surah 16, 
verse6] 

The last thing mentioned is fields of crops and plantations. The farmer is 
also intoxicated by the sight of his large fields and swells with pride over them. 
The people of the world are infatuated by their worldly possessions. On the other 
hand, those concerned for the Hereafter apply themselves to acquire only the 
Hereafter. The following verse draws the attention of these worldly ones towards 
the Hereafter. 




(15) Say, ''Shall I inform you of something better than that? For those who fear 
(Allah) are gardens by their Lord, beneath which rivers flow wherein they shall 
abide forever; and pure spouses and Allah 's pleasure. Allah sees His 
bondsmen." (16) Those who say, "O our Lord, verily we believe, so pardon us 
our sins and guard us from the punishment of the fire." (17) The patient, the 
truthful, the obedient, the charitable and those who beg forgiveness in the early 
hours. 

THE BOUNTIES OF THE PIOUS IN THE HEREAFTER 

After mentioning the coveted things of this world in the previous verse, 
Allah now mentions the bounties of the Hereafter which are much more 
superior. These, however will not be for everyone. These are reserved for those 
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>ossessing piety, the best form of which is to abstain from disbelief (kufr) and 
>oly theism (shirk) and to accept Belief. Without Belief, no good deed is accepted, 
lor can one attain piety . 

Piety (Taqwa) also involves abstaining from all major and minor sins, as well 
is avoiding things that are classified as Makruh Tahrimi or Makruh Tanzihi and 
hings that are doubtful. For those possessing piety, Allah promises gardens 
?eneath which rivers flow wherein they will live until eternity. With that they 
ihall also enjoy the company of such spouses who are pure. (The meaning of 
'pure" has passed in the 25th verse of Surah Baqarah.) 

THE PLEASURE OF ALLAH 

This shall be the greatest boon to these people in the Hereafter. The pleasure 
3f Allah is indeed the best thing any person can wish for since it encapsulates all 
other bounties and blessings. It is mentioned in Surah Tauba (verse 72), "The 
pleasure of Allah is the greatest." The verse is oft repeated, "Allah is pleased with 
them and they with Him." A slave cannot aspire for anything greater than the 
pleasure of his master. 

The Holy Prophet ^JL- j aJLp ifci JL* related that Allah shall summon the people 
of Heaven (Jannah), to which they will reply, "O our Lord, we are present and ever 
ready to enact Your instructions for all good is with You." Allah shall ask them 
whether they are happy, to which they shall say, "O our Lord, how can we not be 
happy when You have given us what You had not given any other of Your creation?" 
Allah will ask them, "Should I not confer on you something better?" They will 
respond by saying, "O our Lord, what can be better than this?" Allah will tell them, 
"I shall confer my pleasure upon you and I shall henceforth never be displeased with 
you." [Bukhari and Muslim] 

After mentioning the bounties to be enjoyed by these pious people, Allah 
then speaks of their prayer (du'a) for forgiveness and safety from Hell, followed 
by their description. They are "The patient, the truthful, the obedient, the charitable 
and those who beg forgiveness in the early hours. 

"The patient... "This quality receives precedence because it includes all good, 
as was discussed in the verse, "Seek help with patience and Salah." [Surah Baqarah, 
verses 45 and 153] It was stated that "Sabr" (patience) is of three types. The first is to 
be steadfast on good actions, the second is to abstain from sins and the third is to 
persevere through hardships. A believer requires this quality in every aspect of 
his life and in every action. 

"...the truthful... - A person who is true in his Belief (hnan) can never be a 
hypocrite and one who is true in his speech will never lie. In the same way, one 
who is true in his deeds will perform them well and one who is true in his 
intentions shall rectify all his actions. Allah says in Surah Zumar, "Those who come 
forth with the truth and testify thereby, these are indeed the people of piety (taqwa)." 
[Surah 39, verse 33] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud <up &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet J<* 
^♦1^^ <uU iui said, "Remain steadfast upon the truth for it leads to all good, and this 
leads one to Heaven (Jannah). A person continues being truthful until he is 
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recorded by Allah to be amongst the Siddiqin (the very truthful ones). Stay away 
from lies for they surely lead to sin, and this sin leads one to Hell. A person 
continuously lies until he is recorded by Allah to be amongst the Kadhab (the 
extremely untruthful). [Bukhari and Muslim] 

" ...the obedient../' These include all those who carry out acts of worship and 
abstain from all sins. 

" the charitable..." This verifies the great virtue of spending in charity 

since such charitable people are included in the ranks of the pious possessors of 
piety (taqwa). Being charitable is not related to being wealthy, but depends upon 
the person's desire for reward in the Hereafter. Many wealthy people have no 
desire for the Hereafter, so they do not even spend in charity while many a poor 
person spends in the way of Allah despite his straitened conditions. 

". ...and those who beg forgiveness in the early hours" This is a special quality of 
the pious. Sayyidina Abu Umama ^ it reports that the Holy Prophet it 
^-Jp said, "Remain steadfast with the night Salah (Tahajjud) because it was the 
habit of the pious people before you. It is a means of gaining proximity to your 
Lord, an expiation from sins and a means for abstaining from them." [Tirmidhi] 

The Holy Prophet jJL-j it JU> is also reported to have said, "When the last 
third of the night remains Allah announces, "Who will make any supplication (du'd) 
that I may accept his supplication (du'd) ? Who will ask for something that I may grant it 
to Him? Who is it that seeks pardon from Me that I may pardon him?" [Bukhari, v.l, 
p.153] 

THE VIRTUE OF WAKING AT NIGHT 

Sayyidina Amr bin Ubaid <u* it reports that the Holy Prophet *ip it JU> 
jJL said, "A servant draws closest to Allah during the final hours of the night, so 
if you can manage it, be of those who remember Allah at this time." [Tirmidhi] The 
Qur'an also mentions many virtues of waking at night to engage in acts of 
worship. Allah says in Surah Dhariyat, "Verily the pious shall dwell in gardens and 
springs, taking from that which their Lord had given them. Without doubt they were 
good doers from afore. They used to sleep little at night and would beg pardon in the early 
hours." [Surah 51, verses 15 to 18] 
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(18) Allah (Himself) testifies that there is no deity save Him, and (so do) the 
angels and men of learning; maintaining with justice, there is no other deity 
besides Him, The Almighty, The Wise. (19) Definitely the only Din (religion) 
with Allah is Islam. Those who were given the scripture from before only 
differed after the knowledge came to them because of animosity between 
themselves. Whosoever disbelieves in the revelations of Allah, verily Allah is 
swift in taking account. (20) If they argue with you [O Muhammad ^U> 
j] tell them, "I have surrendered myself to the obedience of Allah and (so 
have) those who follow me." Say to those who have been given the scripture and 
to the unlettered ones, "Have you surrendered to the obedience of Allah?" If 
they surrender then surely they are rightly guided, and if they turn away then 
your duty is only to convey. Allah sees His bondsmen. 

THE TESTIMONY OF ONENESS OF ALLAH (TAUHID) 

It is narrated in "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3, p. 104) and "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (vA, 
p.285) from Kalbi ^ &\ that two Jewish scholars from Syria came to Madinah. 
Upon arrival, the one said to the other that this city is exactly as we read in the 
scriptures as being the resident city of the final Holy Prophet ^» & J^>, 
When they met the Holy Prophet jJL-^ <op &\ JU, they recognised him to be as they 
had read and enquired, "Are you Muhammad ?" When they received an 
affirmative reply, they asked further, "Are you Ahmad?" When they again 
received a positive answer, they said, "We wish to question you concerning a 
certain testimony which, if you reply correctly, we will believe in you and attest 
to your Prophethood." The Holy Prophet <X~] ^ & J-* told them to pose their 
question, to which they said, "Tell us what is the greatest testimony in the book 
of Allah?" Upon this the above verse was revealed viz. "Allah (Himself) testifies 
that there is no deity save Him, and (so do) the angels and men of learning../' On 
hearing this, both of them accepted Islam. 

In this verse Allah Himself, together with His angels bear testimony to His 
divinity. These angels are Allah's chosen bondsmen whom He has protected 
from committing any sins. Many of them are forever in His presence and 
recognise His divinity. Together with them are the "men of learning." 

WHO ARE "THE MEN OF LEARNING"? 

The "men of learning" are all the Prophet and all those who followed 

them. They all recognised the divinity of Allah by way of His signs and proofs. 
They realise that He is the One and Only Being worthy to be worshipped. 

It is understood from this that those who are involved in researching 
various creations of Allah cannot be called men of learning unless they perceive 
the divinity of Allah. Those who cannot do this remain ignorant despite their 
exhaustive efforts in research. Surah Zumar contains the verse, which states, 
"Say, 'Oh ignorant ones! Do yon command me to worship others besides Allah?" [Surah 
39, verse 64] This verse terms these people as ignorant people even though they 
were the most eloquent in their time. 

maintaining with justice..." With His perfect system of equity and justice, 
Allah passes Judgment between His servants in both worlds. He does not 
oppress in the least, and it is only those who have no concept of the meaning of 
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justice who object to His Judgment. 

"...there is no other deity besides Him, The Almighty, The Wise. This emphasises 
what was said in the beginning of the verse concerning oneness of Allah (Tauhid). 

ONLY ISLAM IS RECOGNISED BY ALLAH 

"Definitely the only Din (religion) with Allah is Islam " Islam is the only way to 
salvation and any person who rejects this Din (religion) cannot attain success, 
despite his belief in the unity of Allah. Allah says towards the end of this Surah, 
"Wlioever follows a Din (religion) other than Islam, it will never be accepted from him. 
[verse 85] 

The literal meaning of Islam is 'obedience 7 and 'submission/ It refers to the 
Din (religion) that Allah prescribed for His servants because they submit to His 
obedience outwardly and inwardly with their body and souls. 

Every Prophet ^lJ\ Up preached the Deen (religion) of Islam and their 
followers were termed Muslims. The final Holy Prophet jJL-. «uU ii jl* also 
preached this Din (religion) and the same Din (religion) shall prevail till Judgment 
(Qiyamah). Whoever shall follow it is termed a Muslim and will attain salvation, 
while the rejecters are infidels (knffar). 

The root word of 'Islam' denotes peace in both worlds from all problems 
and punishment. Much has already been said in this regard in certain verses of 
Surah Baqarah viz. "Verily those who believe and those who are }ews, Christians or 
Sabians." [verse 62] and 'When his (Ibrahim's) Lord told him submit!" [verse 131] 

The differences between the Jews and the Christians and their opposition to 
the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up & J^> was not because of ignorance, but took place with 
their full knowledge. They recognised the Holy Prophet <X*) U^ & J^> to be the 
final Prophet but their obstinate nature prevented them from accepting. Their 
hankering after the things of this world also served as an obstacle to their 
accepting. For this attitude, they incurred upon themselves Allah's chastisement 
and He says, "Wliosoever disbelieves in the revelations of Allah, verily Allah is swift in 
taking account." 

"If they argue with you (Oh Muhammad jJL-j Up &\ tell them, T have 
surrendered myself io the obedience of Allah and (so have) those who follow me." Those 
who choose not to believe will have to suffer their own punishment and the 
Believers (Mu'minin) cannot be expected to help them. 

"Say to those who have been given the scripture and to the unlettered ones, 'Have 
you surrendered to the obedience of Allah?' If they surrender, then surely they are rightly 
guided, and if they turn away then your duty is only to convey." One cannot force 
these people to accept, but can merely advise them. Inviting them towards Islam 
is the duty of the Muslim. 

"Allah sees His bondsmen." The Muslim, infidel (kafir), inviter and rejecter 
accept this fact and none can expect his actions to go unnoticed. 
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(21) Surely those who disbelieve in the revelation of Allah and wrongfully slay 
Prophet and slay those from mankind who enjoin justice, give them the tidings 
of a most painful chastisement. (22) They are the ones whose actions have been 
wasted in the world and in the Hereafter, and they shall have none to assist 
them. 

THE WARNING OF PENDING PUNISHMENT FOR THE 
DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) 

This verse warns all disbelievers (kuffar) of punishment, be they Jews, 
Christians or anything else. Specific mention is made of the Jews who used to kill 
Prophet <OLJi aJp. The inference is also to the Jews in the time of the Holy Prophet 
pJL, j aJlp &\ J^> because, although they did not actually carry out the actions of 
their forefathers, they did not disassociate themselves from the actions of their 
predecessors. 

Such people will also suffer this chastisement who murdered those who 
enjoined others with justice. It is not farfetched for them to murder the followers 
of a Prophet since they kill Prophet themselves. Regarding each of these people 
Allah says, "give them the tidings of a most painful chastisement/' 

The giving of tidings is usually for something joyous. It has been used in 
this context because these people thought that the outcome of their sinful deeds 
will be good and expected Allah' s mercy while they sinned. The verse tells them 
that they will now not receive the favourable things that they anticipated, but 
they would receive the tidings of a punishment instead. 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3 p. 109) reports from Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim that 
Sayyidina Abu Ubaidah bin Jarah &\ asked the Holy Prophet ^ $ <u> & 
which persons shall receive the most grievous punishment on the Day of 
Judgment. The Holy Prophet <X* j aJLp ifci JL* replied that it shall be the person who 
killed a Prophet or killed someone who enjoined good and forbade evil. 
Thereafter Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 Up i»i recited the above verse and added, "Oh 
Abu Ubaidah -up i\ ^ Jf the Bani Isra'il in a single morning murdered 43 Prophet. 
Some 170 worshippers rose from them to prevent them and to enjoin good, but 
by the same evening all of these worshippers were also killed.' 7 

THE ACTIONS OF THE DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) ARE ALL 
WASTED 

"They are the ones whose actions have been wasted in the world and in the 
Hereafter, and they shall have none to assist them." Their lives will not be safe in this 
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world and they shall not deserve accolades for their actions here. Even in the 
Hereafter, their actions shall not avail them since these will be bereft of reward 
and incapable of offering any security from Hell. There shall be none to render 
them any assistance or intercession. Of course, this refers to their good actions, 
since the evil deeds can do them no good whatsoever. 

(23) Have you not seen how those who have been given a portion of the 
scripture are called towards Allah's book that it may judge between them, then a 
group from them flagrantly turn away? (24) This is because they say, "The fire 
shall never touch us except for a limited number of days." The things that they 
fabricate have deceived them in their Din (religion). (25) What will be their 
condition when We gather them for a day wherein there is no doubt and every 
soul is paid in full and they shall not be oppressed? 

THE JEWS' AVERSION TO ALLAH'S BOOK AND THEIR WISHFUL 
THINKING 

It is narrated in "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3, p.UO) from Ibn Is'haq Up 2bi that the 
Holy Prophet pJL.j U^ ii once went to the Baitul Midras (the religious and 
educational centre of the Jews in Madinah) where many Jews were gathered. 
There he invited them towards Islam. 

Amongst them were two people by the names of Nu'man bin Amr and 
Harith bin Zaid, who asked the Holy Prophet pJL-j Up &\ JU whose Din (religion) 
he followed. The Holy Prophet jJL-j Up & J^> replied that he followed the Din 
{religion) of Sayyidina Ibrahim f^LJs Up. They argued that Sayyidina Ibrahim U* 

was a Jew, to which the Holy Prophet pJL^ Up iu\ told them to bring a 
copy of the Torah to decide the matter between them. They were reluctant to do 
so and were averse to the idea of letting it be a judge between them. On this 
occasion, Allah revealed the above verse stating that when they are summoned 
to let the book of Allah decide between them, a faction from them turn back, 
refusing to accept the truth. 

THE HOPES OF THE JEWS AND THEIR IDEAS 

The reason for their aversion to the truth is given as the fact that they are 
trapped in their own fabricated ideas. They console themselves with the idea that 
they will only remain in Hell for a few days. Some commentators are of the 
opinion these few days of punishment tally with the number of days that their 
forefathers worshipped the calf. This idea of theirs is steeped in ignorance 
because no person can possibly endure even a single minute in Hell. These ideas 
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and concepts of theirs had beguiled them and earned them punishment, as Allah 
says, "T/ze things that they fabricate (have) deceived them in their Din (religion )/' 

They possess no authorisation from Allah for this fabricated idea of theirs 
and they have no guarantee that they will emerge from Hell after the expected 
period of time. Their rejection of the Din (religion) warrants their eternal 
punishment, but they still maintained their vain presumptions about salvation. 

They also claimed that being the children of the Prophet Up, they shall 
be rescued from the punishment of the Hereafter. Some even make the 
preposterous claim that Allah promised Sayyidina Ya'qub up that his 

progeny will not be punished and that they will only have to pass over Hell. 
Verse 18 of Surah Ma'idah states, 'The Jews and the Christians say, '\Ne are the 
children of Allah and His loved ones!' Say, 'Then why will He punish you for your sins? 
You are only humans of those that He created. He forgives whom He wills and punishes 
whom He anils. To Allah belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth and what 
is between them, and unto Him is the return." ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v3, p.lll] 



(26) Say, "O Allah, Owner of sovereignty, You bestow sovereignty to whom 
soever You please and snatch away sovereignty from whomsoever You please. 
You grant honour to whomsoever You please and disgrace whomsoever You 
please. In Your hand is all good. Verily You are Able to do all things." (27) "You 
enter the night into the day and enter the day into the night. You bring forth the 
living from the dead and the dead from the living and give sustenance to 
whomsoever You desire without reckoning." 



ALLAH IS THE OWNER OF ALL SOVEREIGNTY AND GIVES 
RESPECT AND DISGRACE TO WHOM HE WILLS 



It is recorded in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l p. 279) from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 
<up i» that when the Holy Prophet (JL*. Up i»t JL* conquered Makkah, he told the 
Companions (Sahdbah) ^ & of their future conquests of Rome and Persia. 
On hearing this, the hypocrites and Jews jeered that the Holy Prophet Up ^ 
(JL-j seems not to be satisfied with Makkah and Madinah but is greedy to go on to 
conquer the great powers of Persia and Rome. On this occasion the above verse 
was revealed. 

Allah instructs the Holy Prophet jJL^ Up JL* to make the following 
supplication (du'a), "O Allah, Owner of sovereignty, You bestow sovereignty to 
whomsoever You please and snatch away sovereignty form whomsoever You please. You 
grant honour to whomsoever You please and disgrace whomsoever You please." This is a 
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supplication (du'a) as well as a reference to the taunts of the disbelievers that it is 
Allah who controls the affairs of the world and He gives authority to 
whomsoever He pleases. Allah ended the sway of the Jews in Madinah and 
handed the city over to the Muslims, just as He had taken the rule of Makkah 
away from the Quraish. Although the Muslims were without the means, yet 
Allah granted them victory over better-equipped forces. In the same way, it was 
Allah who gave dominion to the Romans and the Persians and He is able to take 
it away from them and give it to the Ummah of the Holy Prophet^ 3 Up i»i JL*. 

These disbelievers saw only the strength and might of the enemy forces and 
overlooked the power of Allah, who gave all of this to them. The One who gave 
it is surely able to repossess it, and He grants honour and debasement to 
whoever He wills. 

"In Your hand is all good." Commentators mention that although all good and 
bad is in the control of Allah, this verse only mentions the one factor and the 
opposite is understood from it. Other commentators maintain that only the good 
is mentioned in this verse because it is actually a supplication (du'a) and every 
person asking in a supplication (du'a) will ask only for the things which he 
requires (i.e. good). 

"Verily You arc Able to do all things." This statement serves as a summary of 
the entire verse. Its broad context also indicates that Allah is Capable of doing 
even much more than what is mentioned earlier. 

SOME DEPICTIONS OF ALLAH'S POWER 

"You enter the night into the day and enter the day into the night." At times the 
nights are longer than the days while at other times the opposite occurs. It often 
occurs tfciat the difference in day and night may be 4 or 5 hours while at other 
times it can be up to 16 hours and even more. All these factors are determined 
solely by Allah and none other has any jurisdiction over them. 

"You bring forth the living front the dead and the dead from the living..." 
Commentators mention that from the lifeless womb a living being is born and 
from the living being a lifeless womb is again formed. Others explain it to mean 
that from a lifeless egg a living bird is hatched and then this bird may again lay 
an egg. Sayyidina Hasan and Ata ^ &\ ju^, have tendered yet another 
explanation. They say that from a Believer (Mu'mimn) [who is considered to be 
living due to his Belief (hnan)] a disbeliever (kafir) may be born (who is considered 
to be lifeless), while the opposite may also take place and a Believer (Mu'mimn) is 
born to a disbeliever (kafir). Allah says, "Can the one who was dead then revived by 
Us and given a light whereby he treads, be like the one who is in darkness and cannot 
emerge there from?" [Surah An' am, verse 122] 

" and (You) give sustenance to whomsoever You desire without reckoning." 

The granting of provision is His responsibility, which He may designate as He 
pleases. As He gives without stint, He may also restrict. Allah says in numerous 
verses of the Qur'an, "Your Lord lavishes sustenance for whomsoever He wills and 
straitens." 
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(28) The believers should not take the disbelievers as friends in preference to 
believers. Whoever does so has no connection with Allah, unless you have to 
safeguard yourselves from enemies. Allah bids you to beware of Him and unto 
Allah is the return. 

MUSLIMS ARE COMMANDED NOT TO BEFRIEND THE 
DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) 

This verse clearly prohibits the preference of disbelievers (kafir) friends over 
Muslim friends, warning that the perpetrator of this act shall have severed all ties 
with Allah. "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l, p. 291) reports from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ 
<up &\ that this verse was revealed with regard to Abdullah bin Ubayy and his 
fellow hypocrites. They used to befriend the idolaters and Jews, passing 
information on to them concerning the Muslims with the hope that the 
disbelievers (kafir) would eventually overcome the Muslims. With regard to this, 
the verse was revealed to warn Muslims not to emulate this practice. 

It is also narrated from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas A» that some Jews 
befriended certain persons of the Ansar with the objective of displacing them 
from Islam. Although many other Muslims warned them of this ploy, they 
refused to listen and continued their friendship. Eventually this verse was 
revealed. 

Other verses of the Qur'an also prohibit the befriending of disbelievers 
(kuffar). Allah says in Surah Mumtahina, "O you who believe, choose not My enemy 
and your enemy as friends, passing on messages of friendship to them when they 
disbelieve in that truth which has come to you. They exile you and the Holy Prophet 
^ Aip &\ only because you believe in Allah and His Messenger. When you fight in My ' 
way, seeking My pleasure, you secretly send messages of friendship to them. I am best 
Aware of all that you hide and all that you reveal. Whoever from you does so, then he has 
definitely strayed from the right path. If they ever gain the upper hand over you they 
shall be your foes and will stretch out their arms and tongues to you with evil intent, and 
they long for you to disbelieve/' [Surah 60, verses 1 and 2] 

THE CONSEQUENCES OF BEFRIENDING THE DISBELIEVERS 
(KUFFAR) 

Nowadays Muslims are totally oblivious to the prohibition stated in this 
verse and continue preferring disbelievers (kuffar) as friends over other Muslims. 
Ignoring their personal welfare, they give precedence to their worldly benefits 
and do not even consider befriending Muslims instead. Some Muslim even 
become informants to foreign disbelievers (kuffar) nations. It is indeed sad that 
Muslims have mutual enmity between themselves, but friendship with the 
disbelievers (kuffar). 
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This tragic state of affairs has made the Muslim countries puppets of the 
disbelievers (kuffar). To attain the academic degrees of the disbelievers (kuffar), 
some Muslims "scholars" write various theses, the topics of which are selected 
by their disbeliever (kdfir) seniors. Such topics are chosen whereby the 
unassuming Muslim is made to disclose the innermost secrets of Islams which 
include those of Muslim institutes and establishments. These people are, in 
reality, traitors of Islam and friends of the disbelievers (kuffar). 

Some people consider this Qur'anic prohibition to be against etiquette and 
good social conduct. Healthy social conduct and heart-felt friendships are two 
different concepts. When there exists a heart-felt friendship with the disbelievers 
(kuffar), then a Muslim will even betray the secrets and functions of the Muslims 
to their disbeliever (kdfir) adversaries. Belief (Iman) demands that one reserves 
earnest companionship only for Muslims. Even people who appear to be pious 
find this injunction of the Qur'an hard to accept, indicating that their submission 
to Allah is not yet sincere. 

Numerous factions and differences exist among the Muslims. Sometimes 
these are related to nationality, sometimes to language and sometimes to other 
factors. Putting aside the demands of their Belief (Iman), these Muslims choose 
rather to accede to the dictates of disbelief (kufr) and align with the disbelievers 
(kuffar). 

Matters have reached such a low ebb that certain Muslim states even 
construct places of worship for the disbelievers (kuffar) and forgo their own Salah 
for the sake of maintaining ties with them. They also participate in the 
ceremonies of these disbelievers (kuffar) and even exchange gifts with them on 
these occasions. This state of affairs has stripped the Muslims of their status. 

Thinking that they may benefit, Muslims are indeed misleading themselves 
because what appears to be beneficial to them actually conceals harm within. 
Allah says in a verse of Surah Imran, "O you who believe, take not as confidants any 
besides your own (Muslims) for they waste no opportunity to harm you." [Surah 3, 
verse 118] The. disbelievers (kuffar) wish only harm to the Muslims and desire 
that the territories of the Muslims become theirs so that the Muslims bow at their 
feet. They wish to render the Muslims totally incapable of resistance. 

in preference to believers../' This clause should not be misconstrued to 
mean that it is permissible to befriend the disbelievers (kuffar) when friendship 
with Muslims is still maintained. The verse rules out relationships with the 
disbelievers (kuffar). In reality, such ardent friendship is only possible with the 
disbelievers (kuffar) when relationships with Muslims are ignored, be it 
intentionally or coincidentally. Once a friendship is struck with a disbeliever 
(kdfir), the relationship with a Muslim will inevitably be weakened or even 
destroyed. 

A GRAVE WARNING TO THOSE WHO BEFRIEND THE 
DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) 

"Wlwever does so (befriends the disbelievers (kuffar)) has no connection with 
Allah..." Thereafter Allah mentions an exception to the prohibition and allows a 
superficial friendship by declaring, " ...unless you have to safeguard yourselves from 
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enemies." In the case where a Muslim is in genuine danger of losing either his life 
or any limb, he may display an external friendship if it will secure his safety. In 
this case it is permissible for him to say things contrary to Islam. Of course these 
things should only be restricted to the tongue and must not enier the heart. 

"Allah bids yon to beware of Him and unto Allah is the return." If a Muslim bears 
this always in mind, he will be able to abstain from all sins and not succumb to 
the dictates of evil. 

TO WHAT EXTENT IS FRIENDSHIP WITH THE DISBELIEVERS 
(KUFFAR) PERMITTED? 

The verse prohibits what is termed as "Muwalat" (heartfelt friendship). 
However, "Muwasat" and "Mudarat" are permitted. These refer to the cordial 
social conduct which one shows towards them e.g. Entertaining a guest, working 
with them in offices, trading with them, etc. However, none of this is permitted 
with a disbeliever (kafir) in a "Darul Harb" i.e. a disbelievers (kiiffar) state that is 
engaged in war with the Muslims. Weapons cannot be sold to such states. 

While it is permissible to employ a disbeliever (kafir) or to accept 
employment from one, it will not be permitted to exercise Muwalat with them. 
There should be no objection to this injunction since even the disbelievers (kiiffar) 
practise the same and will never share an intimate friendship with a Muslim. 
Until this injunction is adhered to a Muslim cannot possibly act upon Islam 
properly. 

In the name of friendship, the disbelievers (kiiffar) have started a movement 
which has totally robbed the Muslims of their Din (religion). They are tirelessly 
trying to add the Muslims to their ranks and are finding success amongst those 
Muslims who do not have an aversion to disbelief (knfr) and the disbelievers 
(kiiffar). Some Muslims are ashamed of the fact that the Qur'an prohibits 
Muwalat with the disbelievers (kiiffar). There is absolutely no reason to feel 
ashamed before these disbelievers (kiiffar) since none of them will admit to 
possess a true affinity for a Muslim or Islam. As they behave towards us, so will 
we behave towards them. 

A REFUTATION OF THE "TAQIYA" OF THE RAWAFIDH 

The sect called the Rawafidh (part of the Shia movement) attaches such 
great importance to the practice of "Taqiya" (lying in religious matters) that a 
renowned proverb amongst them is that the person who does not practise Taqiya 
has no Belief (Iman). They quote in their support the above verse, . unless yon have 
to safeguard yourselves from enemies." 

At the outset it should be understood why they resorted to this practice. The 
Jews taught these people a Din (religion) other than that brought by the Holy 
Prophet pL. . Up &\ Jl^ and impressed on their minds that Sayyidina Ali 41P ^> j 
was supposed to be the immediate leader after the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up i»t JU 
They were told that the other Caliphs (Khalifas) viz. Sayyidina Abu Bakr -up &\ 
Sayyidina Umar -up ib\ ^ and Sayyidina Uthman -up &\ ^ usurped the Caliphate 
(Khilafah) from him. However, true Muslims ask them the reason why Sayyidina 
Ali -up &\ remained silent about the matter for 26 years, not once laying claim 
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to his right? Why did he, during this entire period, even participate in their 
meetings and fight with them in Jihad (religion war)? Why did he join them in all 
their Jumu'ah, Eid and daily Saiah? In reply to all of this they have been taught 
by their tutors (the Jews) to say that Sayyidina Ali **> & was practising 
Taqiya. 

This practice of 'Taqiya' is such a weapon that the enemies have placed in 
their hands that they regard it as being a fundamental of Din (religion) and use it 
in every defence. When they deliberately say many things that contradict their 
beliefs/they actually feel that they are doing an act of virtue. How vast is the 
difference between their cowardly practice of 'Taqiya' and the outstanding 
courageousness of Sayyidina Ali iui whom they claim to follow! 

It is not the trait of people of Belief (Iman) to falter before falsehood. If 
indeed it was the right of Sayyidina Ali &\ to ascend to the Caliphate 
(Khilafah), he would have fought for the truth and not given in to the other three 
Khulafa. It is not conceivable that the vicegerent of the greatest Holy Prophet 
^ 3 Up iai should yield to the authority of any oppressor. 

To view the matter from another angle, the incident of Sayyidina Husain 
-up i< should be examined. When the Rawafidh summoned him to Kufa and 
then deserted him, he chose to fight to the end for the sake of the truth. He even 
had to endure the killing of so many of his family members, but he never yielded 
to the pressure of those whom he considered to be oppressive. He could have 
practiced 'Taqiya' to appease Yazid and Von Ziyad, but he did not. 

This episode clearly displays the fact that there exists no 'Taqiya' in the Din 
(religion), for it was not even practised by people like Sayyidina Husain &\ 
whom these Shias claim to follow. Whatever incidents the Shias narrate 
regarding the 'Taqiya' of their "Scholar's (Imams)" are all fabrications and 
contradict the status of these noble personalities. It is just not possible that they 
conceal one thing in their hearts and practice another. This practice of 'Taqiya' 
has no basis from the Qur'an whatsoever. 

"...unless you have to safeguard yourselves from enemies." This verse applies to 
the case when a Muslim is in danger of suffering harm from the disbelievers 
infidels (kuffar) e.g. they force him to make any statement of infidelity (kufr) 
under a threat, which they are able to induce and which shall prove unbearable 
to the Muslim in question. This is as Allah says in Surah Nahl (verse 106), save for 
him who is forced, but his heart is content with Belief (Iman)." Even in this case, 
however, it will be best to endure the suffering and not concede. 

Their quoting this verse for their support is also unjustified since they are 
the very people who believe that the Qur'an we possess is adulterated and 
incomplete. How is it possible that one who does not accept a thing uses it to 
lend support to his belief. They should, at the very least, present a hadith of 
Sayyidina Ali ifo himself which has an authentic chain of narrators. 
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(29) Say, "Whether you hide or reveal what is in your bosoms, Allah knows it. 
He knows what is in the heavens and what is in the earth, and Allah is Able to 
do all things." (30) On the day when every soul shall find all the good which it 
had done present before it. It will wish that there be a great space of distance 
between it and the evil which it perpetrated. Allah bids you to beware Of 
Himself, and Allah is Clement unto His bondsmen. 

ALLAH KNOWS EVERYTHING AND IS ABLE TO DO ANYTHING 

He knows what is concealed in the depths of hearts and all that is within the 
heavens and the earth. A Being whose knowledge is so vast deserves to be feared 
and exalted. 

THE ANGUISH OF THE DAY OF JUDGMENT DAY (QIYAMAH) 

The depiction of the Day of Judgment given in this verse is that every soul 
shall be confronted by its actions. People will wish that this day had never come 
and that they be far removed there from. For this reason it is necessary for every 
person to concern himself with his plight on that day by increasing in his good 
deeds and improving them. Thereafter Allah reiterates the statement made in a 
previous verse viz. "Allah bids you to beware of Himself" 




(31) Say (Oh Muhammad ^L-j «Up iii ^U, "If you love Allah then follow me, Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins. Allah is Most Forgiving, Most 
Merciful." (32) Say, "Obey Allah and the messenger ^L-j Up &\ ^U." If they turn 
away then surely Allah loves not the disbelievers. 

FOLLOW THE HOLY PROPHET ^JL-j *JIp At IF YOU LOVE ALLAH 

Both these verses encourage obedience to the Holy Prophet ^ Up ii 
which entails carrying out all his instructions. It refers to following in his 
footsteps and adopting his path. The various sects that claim to love Allah are 
urged in this verse to prove their love in the way stipulated by Allah and not 
merely by verbal claims. This is by adopting the lifestyle of Allah's the Holy 
Prophet fL* 3 Up &\ j^. By doing this, a person will earn the reciprocal love of 
Allah and thereby acquire success in both the worlds. 

Together with the order to emulate, the instruction to obey is also given and 
the person who turns away from this is termed to be a infidel in the verse, whom 
Allah likes not. This obedience applies to all facets beliefs, obligations 
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(Fardidh) and compulsories (Wdjibdt). To reject an obligation is also infidelity, but 
not to act on it without rejecting its obligation is an act termed "kufr Amali" 
(infidelity in actions). 

A WARNING TO THE CLAIMANTS OF DIVINE LOVE 

This verse emphasises the fact that those who claim to love Allah but do not 
accept the Islam brought by Allah's most beloved creation, The Holy Prophet 

up &\ will not be included in the list of His loved ones. Their claims are 
thus in vain and totally wasted. 

The verse also serves as a reminder to those Muslims who claim to love 
Allah, but neglect to follow in his footsteps. Their businesses are Unlawful 
(Hardm), but they claim to love Allah and His Prophet jJL, 3 Up it JL*. They are 
clean-shaven, yet they claim to love Allah and the Holy Prophet Up ii 
jJUj. They even dress like the infidels (kuffdr) and run the affairs of their 
countries according to the laws of the infidels and each time claim to love 
Allah and the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up ii All this amounts to deception and 
false claims. 

A REFUTATION OF THE REJECTERS OF HADITH 

Approximately sixty or seventy years ago, a group sprung up claiming to be 
followers of the Qur'an only and denied the following of the Holy Prophet i» J^> 

Up to be a constituent of Din (religion). They made the preposterous claim 
that Allah sent the Qur'an to mankind just like a person sends a letter to another, 
and the Holy Prophet ^J-j U* ii JL* merely served the purpose of a postman 
whose job is confined to delivery. They claim that they are able to understand 
Allah's message without the necessity of an explanation from the Holy Prophet 
Up ii J^. (May Allah save us from such blasphemy. Amin.) 

In saying such things, these people are denying all the verses of the Qur'an 
which exhort the following of the Holy Prophet ^ Up i j^>, Allah says in 
Surah Nahl {perse 44), "We revealed the Reminder (Qur'an) to you so that you may 
explain to the people what has been revealed unto them and that they may reflect" He 
says further in Surah Nisa (verse 105), "Undoubtedly We have revealed to you the Book 
with the truth so that you may judge between people by that which Allah has shown 
you." 

These verses show that it was also the duty of the Holy Prophet Up if ju» 
{J-j to explain the verses of the Qur'an. The person who wishes to understand 
the Qur'an without the agency of the Holy Prophet jJL^ Up it ju shall indeed 
wander very far from it and become a follower of his own baser self. 

Explaining ,the attributes of the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up it ju, Allah says "He 
permits for them the pure things, forbids them from the impure things and removes from 
them the burden and shackles which were upon them." [Surah A'rdf, verse 157] 

Those who choose to practise the Qur'an without resorting to the Ahadith 
are really following their own souls and desire freedom. In denying the Ahadith, 
they are also denying the Qur'an and these people have fallen prey to the devices 
of the infidels (kuffdr). If they did follow the Qur'an, they would have surely 
followed the Holy Prophet jJL. j Up ii and not the dictates of their western 



Surah Al-Imran 3: 33-37 



374 



masters in Europe and America. 

With regard to the Qur'an, the Qur'an itself should decide the matter. It 
does not classify itself as a mere letter but declares that it is, "A guidance for 
mankind and clear signs of guidance ami a Discerner (between right and wrong)." [Surah 
Baqarah, verse 185] The Qur'an was revealed because the mere intelligence of man 
is insufficient to guide him. Together with this, Allah also sent the Holy Prophet 
JL.^ AiP &\ as an elucidator and commentator of the Qur'an. Consequently, the 
order was given that he should be followed in his explanation. If every person 
was allowed to interpret the Qur'an as he pleased, there would be innumerable 
explanations to every verse and the glorious word of Allah would be no more 
than a toy. 

These ignorant people have reliance on the Qur'an, yet are not ashamed to 
make the Revealer of this Qur'an a target for their objections. He is the Owner 
and Creator of everything and none should be dissatisfied if He wished that the 
injunctions of the Qur'an should be explained by the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ ju». 




(33) Certainly Allah preferred Adam, Nun and the family of Ibrahim over the 
entire universe. (34) They were descendants of each other. Allah is The All 
Hearing, The All Knowing. (35) When the wife of Imran said, "Oh my Lord, I 
avow to You what is in my belly to be free, so accept it from me. Verily only You 
are The All Hearing, The All Knowing." (36) When she delivered the child she 
said, "My Lord, I have delivered a girl"; and Allah knows best what she 
delivered. A male is not like a female. "I will name her Maryam and I seek Your 
protection for her and for her offspring from the accursed Devil (Shaytan)." (37) 
Her Lord accepted her with full acceptance, granted her an exceptional 
upbringing and placed her in the custody of Zakariyya. Whenever Zakariyya 
went into the sanctuary wherein she was, he found food by her. He said, "Oh 
Maryam, from where did you get this?" She replied, "It is from Allah. Allah 
provides for whom He pleases without stint." 
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THE VOW OF THE MOTHER OF MARYAM HER 
UPBRINGING AND APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP 

"Certainly Allah preferred Adam, Nuh and the family of Ibrahim over the entire 
universe. They were descendants of each other." Every human is the descendant of 
Sayyidina Adam f^Js Up, who was followed by Sayyidina Nuh Up, and then 
much later came Sayyidina Ibrahim fiLJ\ Up. Allah granted Prophethood to all 
three of the above and then all the consequent Prophet ^LJ\ ^ were of their 
progeny, including the seal of all, Sayyidina Muhammad jJL-j Up it j^. The 
family of Imran Up was also from these. 

Sayyidina Isa ftLJ\ Up was the son of Sayyidah Maryam ^LJ\ i^-ip and she was 
the daughter of Sayyidina Imran pLJv Up. This was not the same Imran who was 
the father of Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ Up, but another. "Ma'alimut Tanzir (v.l, p.246) 
records that there was a time lapse of 1800 years between the two. 

Mention is then made of the vow which the wife of Sayyidina Imran Up 
took wherein she said that she vowed her unborn child to be free, meaning that 
the child would be freed for service of the Baitul Muqaddas. No worldly work 
will be taken from the child. 

The caretakers of the Baitul Muqaddas used to be male, so when she gave 
birth to a girl she exclaimed in remorse, "My Lord, I have delivered a girl!" This she 
said even though 'Allah knows best what she delivered." Thereafter she exclaimed, 
to further emphasise her sorrow, that the child could not adequately perform the 
function of a caretaker to the Baitul Muqaddas, "A male is not like a female." i.e. the 
girl that was born was not what was expected. It could also mean that in general, 
females cannot serve the functions of males. 

Sayyidina Hakimul Ummah Thanwi Up it ^ writes that the sentence "A 
male is not like a female" is not the statement of Sayyidah Maryam <olJ\ i^JLp, but a 
statement within the context made by Allah. In this case the verse will be 
interpreted to mean that no male child could be like (superior to) this girl to 
whom she gave birth. This particular girl was unprecedented and truly blessed. 

After the birth and the apparent disillusionment she said, 'I will name her 
Maryam and I seek Your protection for her and for her offspring from the accursed Devil 
(Shaytan)." The Holy Prophet jJL-j Up & said in a narration of Bukhari, "Every 
child screams at birth because Devil (Shaytan) touches them, except Sayyidah 
Maryam fiLJ\ W> and her son." According to another narration, he said, 
"Children scream because Devil (Shaytan) pokes them with his finger; except for 
Sayyidah Maryam ^%^\ i^JLp and her son, both of whom Devil (Shaytan) could not 
reach." Yet another narration reports that he strikes them through the placenta 
with his finger. ["Ruhul Ma'ani," v.3, p.137] 

"Her Lord accepted her with full acceptance, granted her an exceptional upbringing 
and placed her in the custody of Zakariyya." Sayyidina Ibn Abbas i»i narrates 
that when the child was born, her mother (whose name was Hanna) wrapped 
her up in a cloth and took her to Baitul Muqaddas. There she placed her before 
the resident worshippers and narrated the entire incident to them. Since the 
father of the child [Imran fiLJ\ Up], who was the Scholar (Imam) of Baitul 
Muqaddas), had passed away during the pregnancy, it was not possible that he 
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bring her up, otherwise it was his right to do so. 

The name Maryam (which means a worshipper) was kept by the mother to 
indicate that she was still abiding by her vow. This showed that although the 
child may not be able to serve the Baitul Muqaddas, she could still be a 
worshipper. For this reason Hanna fiLJ\ brought the child to these 
worshippers. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" and Bayanul Qur'an] 

All these worshippers desired to raise the child. Their leader, Sayyidina 
Zakariyya £*~1\ Up told them that he was most deserving of raising her since he 
was married to the maternal aunt of the child. The others opted to draw a lot to 
decide the matter, so all their pens were gathered together. Sayyidina Zakariyya 

Up told a child to draw out a pen from the heap, and it so happened that the 
one he drew out was none other than that of Sayyidina Zakariyya f>LJ\ Up. In this 
way he took her into his custody. (More details of this episode will follow 
shortly, Insha Allah.) 

She grew up with Sayyidina Zakariyya f*S\ Up and Allah granted her an 
upbringing like no other child had. She was given her own quarters (referred to 
as the "mihrab" in this verse). This quarter (mihrab) or sanctuary is described by 
Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ i»i as a high room within Baitul Muqaddas,. which 
she would reach by means of a stepladder. Other commentators maintain that 
the quarter (mihrab) refers to the Mosque (Masjid) itself, while others interpret it 
in its renowned meaning (i.e. a niche in the Mosque (Masjid) wall facing the 
direction of prayers). 

FRUIT FROM THE UNSEEN FOR SAYYID AH MARYAM ^\ i*1p 

Sayyidah Maryam W> lived in the confines of the Baitul Muqaddas and 
Allah provided her with fruit from the unseen. She would even receive summer 
fruits in winter and vice versa. Sayyidina Zakariyya Up used to pay much 
attention to her and none but he would come to see her. The door would also 
remain closed, so he was astonished to find these fruit with her, especially since 
they were out of season. Therefore the verse says, "Whenever Zakariyya went into 
the sanctuary wherein she was, he found food by her. He said, 'Oh Maryam, from where 
did you get this?' She replied, 'It is from Allah. Allah provides whom He pleases without 
stint." This verse proves the miracles of the pious. 
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(38) Then Zakariyya prayed to his Lord saying, "My Lord, grant me pure 
children from yourself. Without doubt You are the Hearer of all prayers. (39) So 
the angels called to him while he stood praying in the niche (mihrab), "Allah 
gives you glad tidings of Yahya who shall confirm the word from Allah and 
(shall be) a leader, chaste and a Prophet from the righteous. (40) He said, "My 
Lord, how can I have a son when old age had already reached me and my wife is 
barren?" Allah replied, "In this way Allah does as He pleases. (41) He said, "My 
Lord, appoint for me a sign." Allah said, "Your sign is that you shall be unable 
to talk to people for three days, except by indications. Remember your Lord 
abundantly and hymn His purity by night and day." 

THE SUPPLICATION (DU'A) OF SAYYIDIN A ZAKARIYYA ?%-S\ Up 
FOR CHILDREN 

Sayyidina Zakariyya {OLJi Up had grown extremely old and had not yet any 
children who could inherit his knowledge and practices, as Allah says in Surah 
Mary am, "He (Sayyidina Zakariyya Up said, 'Oh my Lord, verily m my bones have 
weakened and my hair has turned white. My Lord, I have never been deprived by You in 
my prayers. I fear (the plight) of my relatives after me and my wife is barren, so grant me 
specially from You a successor who shall be an heir to myself and the family ofYa'qub, 
and make him, Oh my Lord, pleasant." [Surah 19, verses 3 to 6] 

GLAD TIDINGS OF THE BIRTH OF SAYYIDINA YAHYA Up 

Allah accepted the supplication (du'a)of Sayyidina Zakariyya Up and 
sent an angel to convey to him the glad tidings of a son named Yahya. The child 
would "confirm the word of Allah who was Sayyidina Isa f*>LJ» Up. He will also be 
a "leader" in that he would be noble, forbearing, well mannered, intelligent, 
learned, friendly, reliant on Allah, courageous and ever concerned about the 
welfare of his people. All these qualities apply to him, along with the real 
meaning that he shall lead and others shall follow. ("Ruhul Ma'ani") 

The final accolade given in his description is that he shall be a Prophet and 
from amongst the righteous ones (salihin). 

WHO ARE THE "SALIHIN" (RIGHTEOUS) 

This word is derived from the root word "salih," which denotes one who 
abstains from sins, performs virtuous actions and always turns to Allah. Such 
people are of numerous ranks, the highest of whom are the Prophet Up since 
they are "ma' sum" innocent/ (protected from committing sins). 

Sayyidina Sulaiman Up made the following supplication (du'a), "Make 
me, out of Your mercy, from amongst Your pious (salihin) bondsmen" [Surah Naml, 
verse 19] In numerous verses of Surah Anbiya Allah mentions that many of the 
Prophet (OLJi Up were from amongst the Righteous (Salihin). From these verses it 
is gathered that the quality of piety is indeed one of great merit and an integral 
part of the good people. 
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THE SURPRISE OF SAYYIDINA ZAKARIYYA ^\ Up AND 
ALLAH'S REPLY 

When he was informed of the imminent birth of a son and the child's 
qualities, Sayyidina Zakariyya rXJt exclaimed, "My Lord, how can 1 have a son 
when old age had already reached me and my wife is barren?" The question may arise 
here that when he initially made the supplication (du'a) to Allah, he mentioned 
that he was aged and that his wife was barren. He made the supplication (du'a) 
with perfect reliance on the power and might of Allah. Now when the child is to 
be born, why does he seem astonished? 

The commentators have written many responses to this question. One is 
that he wished to enquire about the method by which Allah was to confer the 
child to him e.g. Was it necessary to marry another woman or not? Another 
interpretation is that his statement was a natural outburst as would occur to any 
other human upon such an occasion, while he still understood the power of 
Allah completely. Yet another answer to this query is that it was made to induce 
a repetition of the glad tiding so as to derive additional pleasure. 

"Allah replied, 'In this way Allah does as He pleases" Allah is Capable of 
conferring children contrary to the normal trend of happenings, despite even 
barrenness. 

When the matter was confirmed, he asked, "My Lord, appoint for me a sign." 
i.e. a sign to indicate that the child has been conceived. He requested this from 
Allah because it would denote the beginning of his good fortune, for which he 
could increase his gratitude to Allah. 'Allah said, 'Your sign is that you shall be 
unable to talk to people for three days, except by indications." Another verse in Surah 
Maryam mentions three nights as well. This means that during this time period, 
his tongue shall not be able to utter a word and his only means of 
communication would be through gestures. The only thing that would be 
possible for him would be the remembrance of Allah, hence .he was instructed, 
"Remember your Lord abundantly and hymn His purity by night and day. 

Verse 90 of Surah Anbiya reads, "We accepted his supplication (du'a), 
conferred Yahya upon him and healed his wife." This verse indicates that his 
wife was cured and made fertile once again. Allah is the Creator of ends as well 
as the means, and can create without the means also. 

THE RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE OF MARRIAGE 

The verse mentions that Sayyidina Yahya (OLJ\ <Op was "hasur" (translated 
above as "chaste") i.e. He abstained from relations with women. From this verse, 
the followers of the Shafi school of jurisprudence deduce that it is better to 
remain single than to marry. According to the adherents of the Hanafi school of 
jurisprudence, marriage is Sunnah and will even be compulsory (Wajib) for the 
person who experiences greater necessity. 

The Holy Prophet fJL-j a> &\ stated in a narration of Bukhari, "O youths! 
Whosoever of you possesses the means should marry for it is a medium of 
lowering the gaze and protecting the chastity. Those who cannot, should resort 
to fasting because it diminishes the passions." 
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The Holy Prophet fL»* U^ &\ also refused Sayyidina Uthman bin Maz'un 
& i»i permission to remain single. It was unique to Sayyidina Isa up if he 
did not marry. Besides him all the other Prophet Up were married. Allah 
says in Surah Ra'd, "Most assuredly We have sent many messengers before yon and We 
had apportioned for them wives and children/' [Surah 15, verse 38] 

Tirmidhi reports a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet ^1** up said, 
"Four things were the practice of all the Prophet r>LJt up, modesty, applying 
perfume, brushing the teeth and marrying." 




(42) When the angels said, "O Maryam, certainly Allah has chosen you, purified 
you and preferred you above all the women of the world." (43) "O Maryam, 
obey your Lord, prostrate yourself and bow (in ruku) with those who bow." 

THE ANGELS INFORM SAYYIDAH MARYAM P *Ji i«Jp OF HER 
SELECTION BY ALLAH 

Initially mention was made that Allah' selected the family of Sayyidina 
Imran <v>LJi U^ over the universe. Thereafter much was related concerning the 
birth and history of Sayyidina Zakariyya, Maryam and Yahya Up, The above 
verse is the beginning of the culmination to this entire episode. Allah now speaks 
of Sayyidah Maryam i^u and the glad tidings given to her with regard to the 
birth of her son Sayyidina Isa <oU\ Up. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes with regard to " certainly Allah has 

chosen you," that Allah had chosen her from the beginning, blessed her, preferred 
her above all the boys who had been freed for the service of Baitul Muqaddas 
and specially favoured her with certain miracles. 

" ...purified you..." With regard to this he writes that Allah purified her from 
all states of impurity such as menstruation and after-birth bleeding so that she 
may be worthy of serving the Mosque (Masjid). Other commentators state that 
Allah had purified her from infidelity (kufr), sin and disobedience by means of 
Belief (Iman) and obedience. 

Yet other commentators maintain that Allah had purified her from bad 
morals and from an evil disposition. After making mention of all these opinions, 
the author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" states that it would be best to say that she was 
purified from all types of filth, be they external or internal. 

THE VIRTUE OF SAYYIDAH MARYAM P *Ji 

"....and preferred you above all the women of the world. "Because of the general 
reference of the words, many Scholars (Ulama) are of the opinion that Sayyidina 
Maryam f^LJi l$Up is superior in status to all other women. Others maintain that 
this superiority was confined to the women of her time only. 
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In the Ahadith, many virtues are cited for numerous women like Sayyidah 
Mary am r *>LJ\ l^Ip, Sayyidah Asia f ^J\ i^U {the wife of pharaoh (Fir'aun)), 
Sayyidah Khadija ^ (the first wife of the Holy Prophet ^ 3 ju, 
Sayyidah Fatima i** ibi and Sayyidah Ayshah i ^> Because of these 
Ahadith, certain Scholars (Ulama) have mentioned that some of these noble ladies 
are better than others amongst them. Other Scholars (Ulama) have maintained 
silence on the issue, while others say that each possesses superiority in different 
facets. 

THE VIRTUE OF SAYYIDAH FATIMA \#* At 

Many Scholars (Ulama) are of the opinion that Sayyidah Fatima i^p & is 
the most noble of all women because she was the most beloved daughter of the 
Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ JU. In a narration of Bukhari the Holy Prophet Up &\ 

said, "Fatima is a part of me. What displeases her, displeases me and what hurts her, 
hurts me." 

It is also narrated in Bukhari (v.l p.5 12) that during his final illness, The 
Holy Prophet pi- j Up 2bi told her, "Will it not please you to know that you 
shall be the leader of all the women of Heaven (Jannah) According to another 
narration, he said that she would be the leader of all the ladies of the Believers 
(Mu'minin). 

THE VIRTUE OF SAYYIDAH KHADIJA i** At 

She enjoys the privilege and unique status of being the first wife of the Holy 
Prophet Up ibt and the first person to accept Islam. She also spent all her 
wealth for the sake of Islam. Commentators write that it is to her wealth that 
Allah refers to in the verse, "Did He not find you (Oh Muhammad ^ Up &\ 
destitute then make you wealthy?" (Made him wealthy with her wealth.) 

THE VIRTUE OF SAYYIDAH AYSHAH i*p At 

She enjoys precedence over other women because she was the wife who 
propagated the teachings of the Holy Prophet ^ Up 2bi J* the most and she 
had an exceedingly large number of students. In the book "Al Isaba" (vA, p.360), 
Sayyidina Ata bin Abi Rabah Up Ai mentions that Sayyidah Ayshah ^ A» ^ 
was the most learned person of her time. Sayyidina Abu Musa <up As 
mentioned that whenever any difficulty arose, they would refer the matter to 
Sayyidah Ayshah \+* Ai who would always have some knowledge about the 
matter. 

These were the virtues of Sayyidah Fatima i^p -2b* ^ Jt Sayyidah Khadija 
l^p Ai and Sayyidah Ayshah if* Ai all excelling in different aspects. Sayyidah 

Maryam f**J\ i*Jp gains superiority in the fact that she was the specially 
appointed servant of Baitul Muqaddas, was brought up by Sayyidina Zakariyya 
Up, would receive sustenance from the unseen and was the mother of 
Sayyidina Isa f*>LJt Up. 

THE VIRTUE OF SAYYIDAH ASIYA i«* Ai ^ 



Sayyidah Asiya i*p At was the wife of Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and she enjoys 
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precedence in that she was a believer in an environment where Pharaoh (Fir'aun) 
was imposing great difficulties on those who believed. He used to lay them on 
the ground and have nails hammered into their hands. Allah makes mention of 
her in Surah Tahrim as an example to the Believers (Mu'minin). He says, "Allah 
cites the example for the believers of the wife of Pharaoh (Fir'aun). When she sup-plicated, 
'Oh my Lord, build me a house near to You in Heaven (Jannah) and rescue me from 
Pharaoh (Fir'aun), and his atrocities and save me from the oppressive nation." [Surah 66, 
verse 11] 

A hadith of Bukhari (v.l p.532) records that the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up & 
said, "No woman attained perfection except Maryam, the daughter of Imran and 
Asiya, the wife Pharaoh (Fir'aun). 

The virtue of Ayshah i^p ii over other women is as the virtue of 
"Tharid" over other types of food." 

These then were the virtues and excellence of these five women from the 
Ahadith. Only Allah knows which of them enjoys overall superiority. 

"Oh Maryam, obey your Lord, prostrate yourself and bow (in ruku) with those who 
bow." Some commentators say that Sajdah (prostration) is mentioned before Ruku 
(bowing) in this verse because that was how the previous nations prayed. Others 
mention that the verse does not stipulate sequence, but merely makes mention of 
the two actions. 

The stipulation of the clause "with those who bow" is mentioned [according to 
Hakimul Ummah Thanwi Up ii>! ^ J because some Jews omitted to perform the 
Ruku (bowing) in their prayers, like how some of today's Muslims omit the 
Qaumah (intermediate posture between Ruku (bowing) and Sajdah (prostration). 
The purpose of this clause is to lend emphasis to the correct performance of 
Salah by emulating those who perform the Ruku (bowing) as well. 

In my opinion, there exists a greater possibility of compromising in the 
posture of Ruku (bowing) than there is in the obligation (Fardh) constituents of 
standing and prostration (sajdah). For this reason. Ruku (bowing) has been 
mentioned specially, so that no deficiency arises in this posture and the Salah is 
perfect. 




(44) These are of the unseen narrations that We inspire unto you [Oh 
Muhammad ^L»j Up J-p). You were not present with them when they cast their 
pens (to know) who will be the guardian of Maryam i$Jp; and you were not 
present with them when they disputed. 

A CLEAR PROOF TO THE APOSTLESHIP OF SAYYIDINA 
MUHAMMED <Op At JU> 

During the discussion concerning Sayyidah Maryam i^JLp, the Holy 
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Prophet (O-j Up &\ is addressed as a reminder to the Jews that he is truly the 
final Prophet of Allah and the one regarding whom their scriptures prophesised. 
All were well aware of the fact that the Holy Prophet jjL-j Up iui ju was 
unlettered and could not have read about the accounts of the Jewish ancestors 
nor did he spend any time in the company of Jewish scholars, yet was able to 
accurately narrate them. This made it obvious that he received intelligence of this 
from no other source but divine inspiration. 

Detailed accounts have thus far been given with regard to the vow of Hanna 
f%J>\ Up, the birth of Sayyidah Maryam ?%~S\ i+JL*, her rearing by Sayyidina 
Zakariyya r *>LJ\ Up and the various glad tidings given by the angels. The detailed 
narration of these episodes is a clear sign of Prophethood of the Holy Prophet 
pL,. Up &\ j^>. However, those who are not destined to be guided cannot be 
guided. 

THE DRAWING OF LOTS FOR THE GUARDIANSHIP OF 
SAYYIDAH MARYAM f *Ji i«Jp 

As had been mentioned earlier, when the mother of Sayyidah Maryam i*Jp 
r ^~Ji brought her before the worshippers of Baitul Muqaddas, they disputed with 
regard to who shall rear her since they all desired this good fortune for 
themselves. It was subsequently decided that lots be drawn despite the claim by 
Sayyidina Zakariyya r MU\ Up that he be allowed the privilege since he was 
married to the child's maternal aunt. 

According to "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l, p.296), these worshippers numbered 
29 and agreed that all their pens (bearing the owner's name) be cast into the 
Jordan river. The owner of the pen which did not sink (or, according to others, 
did not flow away) would become the guardian of the child. It so happened that 
only the pen of Sayyidina Zakariyya pLJ\ Up remained standing upon the surface 
of the water as if it were upon land. According to certain commentators, his pen 
flowed against the tide of the water. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v3,p. .158 and Qurtubi vA p.85] 

Lesson: Drawing lots is permitted in the Shari'ah of Islam as well and the 
details are to be found in the books of jurisprudence. Sayyidah Aysha if* it ^ 
narrates that the Holy Prophet ^ 5 Up h used to draw lots between his wives 
before proceeding on a journey. Whoever' s name was drawn would accompany 
him. [Bukhari and Muslim] 




(45) When the angels said, "Oh Maryam fkJ\ i$Jp, indeed Allah conveys to you 
the glad tidings of a word from Him. His name shall be Al Masih, Isa the son of 
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Maryam and he shall be illustrious in this world and in the Hereafter and from 
amongst those brought near. (46) "He shall speak to people from his cradle and 
in his manhood, and he shall be amongst the pious/' (47) She said, "Oh my Lord, 
how can I bear a child when no man has touched me?" He replied, "in this way 
Allah creates what He wills. When He decrees a thing He merely says to it, 'Be!' 
and it is." 

THE TIDINGS OF THE BIRTH OF SAYYIDINA ISA ? ^LJi Up 

In this verse, the angels inform Sayyidah Maryam fiLJ\ W> of the imminent 
birth of her son who will be called Al Masih Isa bin Maryam and he will be 
created by a mere word from Allah. 

In a previous verse, Sayyidina Yahya ^LJ\ Up was described as one who 
"confirms the word of Allah/' meaning that he confirmed Sayyidina Isa r *>Ui Up. 
Sayyidina Isa pLJ\ Up has been termed the "word" of Allah because he was 
created without the agency of a father and solely by the word "kun" ("Bel"). 
["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.3, p. 160] 

He has also been termed "Al Masih." It is recorded in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" 
(v.l, p. 301) that this word (interpreted as 'mamsuh' in Arabic) means that he is one 
who is purified from all impurities and sins. Another opinion is that Jibr'il Up 
fiLJ\ passed his wings over him and hence Devil (Shay tan) could not draw close 
to him. 

According to Sayyidina Ibn Abbas & ^ the word "Masih" is interpreted 
as 'masih' in Arabic, because he used to pass his hands over the ill, thereby 
curing them. Dajjal is also termed Masih (meaning 'mamsuh') because his one eye 
is blind, as if someone had passed their hand over it and wiped it off. 

In numerous verses of the Qur'an Sayyidina Isa r *>LJ\ Up is referred to as "the 
son of Maryam" because he had no father. Those who deny the fact that Sayyidina 
Isa r *>LJi Up had no father are disbelievers since they refute the testimony of the 
Qur'an. May Allah save us all from such blasphemy. Amin. 

"... he shall he illustrious in this world and in the Hereafter... "From birth, Allah 
had bestowed on him with this status and when the Jews plotted to slay him, 
Allah raised him ("but Allah raised him unto Him"). He shall descend later to be a 
guide and to practice and preach the Islam of Sayyidina Muhammad Up &\ 

" and from amongst those brought near." Like all the Prophet r *>U\ Up, he 

shall be elevated to an esteemed position close to Allah. 

THE CONFIRMATION OF SAYYIDINA YAHYA flU\ Up 

When Sayyidina Isa ^\ Up was conferred the mantle of Prophethood, 
Sayyidina Yahya r >Ui Up was already a Prophet and he confirmed the 
apostleship of his contemporary Sayyidina Isa <OLJi Up, thus living up to the 
prophesy in an earlier verse viz. "confirms the word of Allah." It is reported in 
"Ruhul Ma' ani" (vA p. 147) that he was the first to believe in Sayyidina Isa ^*>LJi Up 
and testify that he was indeed the Word of Allah and a spirit from Him. 
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Describing Sayyidina Isa f**J\ <4* further, Allah says, "He shall speak to people 
from his cradle and in his manhood... - The detailed account of the birth of Sayyidina 
Isa r M~Ji <Op is given in Surah Maryam where it is mentioned that after giving 
birth to him, Sayyidah Maryam r *Ji W> took him to her people. They were 
astonished to think that she could perhaps perpetrate fornication, but she merely 
gestured that they address the child. They exclaimed, "How can we speak to one 
who is still a baby in a cradle?" Sayyidina Isa r *>LJi Up then began to address them 
saying, "Verily I am the servant of Allah. He gave me a Book and made me a Prophet 
He made me blessed wherever I may be and instructed me with Salah and Zakdh as long 
as I live. He made me obedient to my mother and did not make me a rebellious wretch." 
[surah 19, verses 30 to 32] 

Besides speaking to people in his infancy, the verse also adds that he shall 
speak to them in his manhood, referring to the age between youth and old age. 
Some commentators maintain that the object of this verse is to elucidate that his 
speech during infancy and adulthood shall be the same. Others say that it was 
intended to inform Sayyidah Maryam f>LJ\ i^JLp that her son shall reach the age of 
manhood. 

" and he shall be amongst the pious." The explanation of the word "salih" 

(pious) was discussed earlier and it was mentioned that all the Prophet Up 
were imbued with this quality. 

THE BIRTH OF SAYYIDINA ISA f *Ji WITHOUT A FATHER 

When given the glad tidings of a child, Sayyidah Maryam pLJ\ U> 
exclaimed in astonishment, "Oh my Lord, how can I bear a child when no man has 

touched me?" Surah Maryam {verse 20) contains the addition," and I was not also 

an adulteress?" Allah's reply was, 'in this way Allah creates what He wills." It was 
only due to the fact that the imminent birth was to be contrary to normal 
occurrences that peopfe were astonished whereas Allah is Capable of doing as 
He pleases. 

"Wlten He decrees a thing He merely says to it, 'Be!' and it is." The 
overwhelming power of Allah created Sayyidina Isa Up without a father and 
this is related in His illustrious Qur'an, yet some people, in conformity with the 
beliefs of the Jews and Christians, stubbornly claim that his father was Yusuf, 
carpenter. May Allah protect us the from them. Amin. 




jJ> j^-Vj *±Jp\ ^U>. 14 Ujj^j 
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(48) "He shall teach them the Book, wisdom, the Torah and the Injil." (49) "(We 
will make him) a Prophet to the Bani Isra'il (and he shall tell them), 'Indeed I 
come to you with a sign from your Lord. I can fashion for you out of clay the 
likeness of a bird, then breath into it and it becomes (a living) bird by the 
permission of Allah. I cure him who was born blind and the leper, and 1 raise 
the dead with the permission of Allah. I can inform you of what you eat and 
what you store at your homes. Surely in this is a sign for you if you are 
believers." (50) "I confirm that which was before me of the Torah, and I make 
lawful for you some of that which was forbidden unto you and I come to you 
with a sign from your Lord. So fear Allah and obey me." (51) "Verily Allah is my 
Lord and your Lord, so worship Him. This is the straight path." 

THE STATUS OF SAYYIDINA ISA Up AND HIS MIRACLES 

The first attribute of Sayyidina Isa (*>LJt U^ mentioned in this verse is that he 
shall teach the "book. Commentators state that this refers to the other various 
divine scriptures besides the Torah and the Injil, which are mentioned separately 
in this verse. 

"...wisdom. ./Tt is stated in "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3 p.166) that according to 
Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ ifo ^ Jf "wisdom" refers to the laws of Lawful (Halal) and 
Unlawful (Haram). Other commentators state that this refers to all the various 
aspects of Din (religion) that Allah taught Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ U*. Another opinion 
states that it refers to the practices of all the other Prophet 

" the Torah and Injil" The Injil (Bible) was revealed to Sayyidina Isa Up 

himself and the Torah to Sayyidina Musa <OLJ\ Up, which contained detailed 
guidance's for the Bani Isra'il. Allah taught Sayyidina Isa <v>LJi Up the Torah as 
well as all its injunctions. All this was included in the glad tidings of the angels 
and all of this came to pass when Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ Up was granted 
Prophethood. 

THE DETAILS OF SAYYIDINA ISA'S f *J» MIRACLES 

One of Sayyidina Isa Up's miracles was that he was able to mould a bird 
from clay, then blow onto it whereafter it would fly away as a living creature. 
Another miracle was that he would place his hand upon the eyes of a person 
born blind, by virtue of which the person was able to see. Yet another of his 
miracles was that he would also pass his hands over the bodies of lepers, causing 
them to be completely cured of their disease. 

Allah would confer upon His messengers the ability to perform 

those types of miracles that would render the people of their respective times 
helpless of emulating, despite their being masters in the same field. Sayyidina 
Musa (OL^ Up was granted the miracle of the staff at a time when magic was rife. 
In the same way, during the time of Sayyidina Isa f*>LJ» Up the practice of 
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medicine was rife and there lived many masters of this field. Even they were 
unable to cure the blind and lepers, so Allah conferred this miraculous feat to 
Sayyidina Isa f^Ui <lU. 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas & ^ j relates that Sayyidina Isa r >LJi Up raised from 
the dead four people, one of whom was Sam, the son of Sayyidina Nuh pLJ\ Up. 
When he raised the dead, some people objected by saying that those whom he 
raised had died in recent times and it was therefore possible that they were not 
really dead but merely in a state of suspended animation. For this reason, they 
asked him to raise such people who had died a very long time ago. It was in 
response to this that he raised Sam bin Nuh who had died over four thousand 
years previously. Sayyidina Isa pLJ\ Up then told the people to believe, 
whereupon some did. The others declared this act as sorcery and demanded to 
see another miracle. It was then that he told them of the things that they ate and 
what they stored in their homes. He told them that these supernatural feats are 
the signs and miracles of Allah upon which they should believe. 

Sayyidina Isa r *>Ui Up also testified to the Torah being the book of Allah. 
This he told them because they would not have believed in someone who did not 
believe in the Torah. Sayyidina Isa pLJ\ Up further told them that he accepted all 
the injunctions of the Torah and added, "I make lawful for you some of that which 
was forbidden unto you." All this is sufficient for the unbiased person of 
understanding, "So fear Allah and obey me. " 

After witnessing these miracles, especially the raising of the dead, it is 
possible that a person may consider Sayyidina Isa Up to be Allah himself. To 
avoid this misconception, he repeatedly mentioned that these miracles occur 
"with the permission of Allah. "Even towards the end of Surah Ma'idah, this clause 
is reiterated four times. 

"Verily Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him. This is the straight 
path." Sayyidina Isa f^LJ\ Up continuously invited the Bani Isra'il towards oneness 
of Allah (Tauhid) but they only became his enemy. Before him they had already 
killed Sayyidina Zakariyya and Yahya pLJ\ Up, as well as many more previously. 
They also attempted to kill Sayyidina Isa Up but Allah saved him and raised 
him up to the heavens. Many centuries after this, the very people who claim to 
follow him fabricated the concept of trinity and today they even claim that he is 
Allah and the son of Allah. Some even propagate the belief that his crucifixion 
was in expiation of all their sins. These people have indeed committed 
polytheism (shirk) with regard to the person who emphatically called himself the 
servant of Allah and claimed that Allah is his Lord. 

Lesson: Although Sayyidina Isa r %J\ Up made a bird from clay, Scholars 
(Ulama) mention that it was permissible in his Shari'ah but forbidden in the 
Shari'ah of Sayyidina Muhammad ^ 3 Up ibi JU In the humble opinion of this 
servant, permissibility cannot be deduced from this verse because the incident in 
question was to demonstrate a miracle and the figure of the bird did not remain 
as it was but transformed into a real bird. The statues and pictures made in these 
times are not intended for this purpose but are made for display. They are placed 
on showcases, stuck on vehicles and used to decorate office walls. There is the 
difference between the earth and skies in comparing the miracle of Sayyidina Isa 



Surah A I- 1 m ran 3: 52-53 



387 



^AirwarHi^Ba^an^v^^ 



^Ui Up and the so-called 'art' of today. 




(52) When Isa f%Jt Up sensed disbelief from them, he said, "Who shall be my 
helpers in the cause of Allah?" The Hawariyyin (disciples) replied, "We shall be 
Allah's helpers. We believe in Allah and you be the witness that indeed we are 
subservient (to Allah)." (53) "Our Lord, we believe in what You have revealed 
and we have followed the messenger, so enrol us among those who have 
testified (to the truth)." 

THE MASS DISBELIEF OF THE BANI ISRAEL AND THE SUPPORT 
OF THE DISCIPLES FOR SAYYIDINA ISA pUi Up 

Sayyidina Isa (OLJi Up invoked the Bani Isra'il to accept his apostleship and 
to believe in the Injil, taking great pains to get the message across to them. 
However, because of their inherent obstinacy and stubbornness, they refused to 
accept, despite his repeated efforts. They only grew more obstinate each time and 
even scoffed and mocked at him. Finally, when he sensed that they were not 
going to believe, he announced who will assist him. Upon this, a group called the 
disciples (Hawariyyin) stood up to accept the responsibility. Mention is also made 
of them in the last verse of Surah Saff . 

WHO WERE THE HAWARIYYIN (DISCIPLES)? 

The word "Hawariyyin" is derived from the root word 'hur' which means 
'white/ Because of their fair complexions, the damsels of Heaven (Jannah) are 
referred to as the "Hur" as well. According to certain commentators the disciples 
of Sayyidina Isa <»*>LJ\ Up were termed disciples (Hawariyyin) because they were 
washermen by occupation and used to be paid for washing the clothes of others. 

Sayyidina Sa'id bin Jubair Up i»\ ^ stated that they were given this name 
because their clothing was always white, while Sayyidina Qatadah Up i»» ^ says 
that it was because their hearts were clean and their character lofty. After 
recording these opinions, the author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v3 p.176) writes that they 
were 12 persons, while another narration places their figure at 29. 

They were believers in Sayyidina Isa fMJi Up and declared their 
commitment to assist in the propagation of his Din (religion). Although Allah 
requires no assistants, it is only because of His grace that He terms the helpers to 
His Din (religion) as being His helpers, as He says in Surah Muhammad, "O you 
who believe! If you assist Allah {His Din (religion)} He shall assist you and make your 
feet firm." [Surah 47, verse 7] 

The Disciples (Hawariyyin) then said, "We believe in Allah and you be witness 
that indeed we are subservient (to Allah). Our Lord, believe in what You have revealed 
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and we have followed messenger, so enrol us among those who have testified (to 
truthfulness of the prophets)." 

The term Disciple ("Hawariy" singular of Hawariyyin) is also used for 
someone who is very special, as the Holy Prophet Up &\ said, "Every 
Prophet had a disciple (hawariy), and mine is Zubair." 

The number of Disciples (Hawariyyin) with Sayyidina Isa were very 

few by comparison to the Bani Isra'il who continued to falsify him and 
eventually even plotted to kill him (as shall be explained in the following verses). 




(54) They planned and Allah planned, and Allah is the best of planners. (55) 
When Allah said, "Oh Isa, I shall cause you to pass away, raise you unto Me, 
purify you from those who disbelieve and make those who follow you above 
those who disbelieve till the Last Day. Then unto Me shall you all return and I 
shall judge between you concerning those things wherein you differed." 

THE FAILED PLOT OF THE JEWS TO MURDER SAYYIDINA ISA aJIp 

As the propagation of Sayyidina Isa Up progressed, the enmity of the 
Jews increased, especially since more people began to follow him. Finally, they 
resorted to murder him to halt his steadily gaining momentum. Consequently 
they had him imprisoned in a house and appointed a guard at the door. When 
the time for execution came, Allah changed the looks of the guard to resemble 
that of Sayyidina Isa <OLJi Up. As a result of this, the guard was led to be 
executed. [Baghawi as narrated in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" v.l p. 496]. 

Since this person was the only one present when they came to collect 
Sayyidina Isa ftLJ\ Up, they had killed him but the doubt still lingered in their 
minds concerning the whereabouts of the guard. In this regard Allah says in 
Surah Nisa, "They neither killed him, nor did they crucify him but they were cast in 
doubt. Verily those who differ in this regard are in uncertainty." [Surah 4, verse 157] 
Further details of this episode shall, Insha Allah, be discussed in the tafsir of this 
verse of Surah Nisa. The plot to martyr Sayyidina Isa f^LJt Up was thus foiled and 
one of the Jews themselves was killed. As a result the promise of Allah proved 
true when He said, "Oh Isa, I shall cause you to pass away, raise you unto Me, purify 
you from those who disbelieve..." 

"They planned and Allah planned, and Allah is the best of planners." The Arabic 
word to denote planning is "makr." This word is generally used in a negative 
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context for a plot or a scheme, as Allah says in Surah Fatir, "The consequences of 
evil schemes only encompass those who devise them" [Surah 35, verse 43]. The word may 
also be used to denote positive ideas and plans as well. In this verse, when the 
word is used for Allah, it refers to His divine plan which is unknown to others. 

"Oh Isa, I shall cause you to pass away, raise you unto Me, purify you from those 
who disbelieve..." The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that this verse is linked to 
the previous and is also a reminder, i.e. "Remember the time when Allah said, 
'Oh Isa..." According to this interpretation, Allah informed Sayyidina Isa a> 
of this after He had intended to foil their plans. 

Authentic Ahadith contain mention of the fact that Sayyidina Isa Up 
shall return to the world before the advent of Judgment day (Qiyamah). 
therefore, Scholars (Ulama) mention that the phrase "I shall cause you to pass 
away" has been mentioned first on this occasion so that Sayyidina Isa (OLJi aJLp 
may be consoled that the Jews would not be the ones to put an end to his life. He 
is assured that Allah shall cause him to die naturally at a later stage when he 
returns to the world. On that occasion, he was to be raised to the heavens. 

Other commentators maintain that the word "mutawaffiyka" ("I shall cause 
you to pass away") is derived from the root "tawaffa" which means to lift and 
remove something completely. This is as Allah says in a verse of Surah An' am, 
60. "He is the One Who raises yours souls by night (gives you sleep), knows what you 
do by day and awakens you therein to complete the fixed term." [Surah 6, verse 60]. Upon 
accepting this interpretation the phrase that follows ("raise you unto Me ") is 
regarded as an explanatory clause. Once Allah had rescued him from the vile 
designs of the Jews, he was removed from their evil environment, as Allah says, 
"J purify you from those who disbelieve." 

Allah states clearly in Surah Nisa, "They most certainly did not kill him, but 
Allah raised him towards Himself" [Surah 4, verse 32] 

THE DESCENT OF SAYYIDINA ISA ? ^LJi ^ TO THE WORLD 
BEFORE JUDGMENT DAY (QIYAMAH) 

Numerous highly authentic and "Matawatir" Ahadith testify to the fact that 
Sayyidina Isa (OLJi aJlp shall return to the world before the Day of Judgment and 
be the guide of the Believers (Mu'minln), and establish justice and security. [Ibn 
Kathir, vA, p. 132] 

The Muslims through the centuries have always maintained the belief that 
Sayyidina Isa -Op was physically lifted to the heavens, is living there, and 
shall return to earth close to the Day of Judgment. When the Holy Prophet ifo JU 
went on Ascension (Mi'raj), he met several Prophet ^LJ\ aJp, including 
Sayyidina Isa aJLp. However, since the others had already passed away, 
Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ Up was the only one of them who met the Holy Prophet it 
pL. j Up while still alive. This is why he is also regarded to be a Sahabi. 

THOSE WHO REFUTE THE PRESENT LIFE OF SAYYIDINA ISA Up 
f*-J» REFUTE THE QUR' AN 

Allah states in Surah Nisa (verse 115), "Whosoever opposes the messenger after 
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the guidance has become manifest to him and follows a path other than that of the 
believers, We shall allow him to do that which he is doing and then enter him into Hell. It 
is the worst of abodes/' 

This verse clearly emphasises the fact that the path adopted by the Believers 
(Mu'minln) is recognised as a yardstick for the truth. Opposing this shall lead one 
into Hell. This is so because the Companions (Sahdbah) ^ &\ acquired the 
Din directly from the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up h J^, then they passed it on to those 
after them, who, in turn, passed it on to their juniors. In this way, the teachings 
and beliefs of Islam were transmitted through the ages and anyone contravening 
these shall be deemed to have strayed. 

Those who refute the ascension of Sayyidina Isa Up are prepared to 
enter Hell rather than accept the belief. When verses such as, 7 shall raise you to 
Me" and "Allah raised him towards Himself are presented to them they interpret 
these to mean simply an elevation in stages. In doing so, they omit to consider 
the subtle clauses contained in these verses such as "to me" and "towards Himself 
In this way, they render a partial and incomplete interpretation. Whenever the 
Qur'an refers to the raising of stages, the words like 'to Me" or "towards Himself 
are omitted. An example of this is verse 253 in Surah Baqarah which reads, 
while others He had exalted in status" 

Many ignorant people to this day refuse to accept the true statements of the 
most truthful the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up &\ JU> and rather adhere to the 
preposterous claims of ignorant persons. May Allah guide them. 

" ....purify you from those who disbelieve..." One explanation of this is that 
Allah had removed Sayyidina Isa Up from the evil surroundings of the 
disbelievers. Another interpretation, also recorded in Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3, p.183), 
is that Allah purified and cleared him from the slander of the Jews about his 
parentage. Allah did this via the Qur'an and the words of His final Prophet ifo 

pL*j Up. 

" ...and make those who follow you above those who disbelieve till the last day." 
The Christian as well as the Muslims, who attest to the apostleship of 
Sayyidina Isa Up shall remain dominant over his rejecters (the Jews) till the 
Day of Judgment. This is with regard to this world. As far as the Hereafter is 
concerned, only the Belief (Iman) recognised by Allah will guarantee salvation 
and this includes Belief in the apostleship of Sayyidina Muhammad Up ibi J^> 

as well. Because they reject this fundamental belief, the Christians are 
disqualified from the salvation of the Hereafter. Sayyidina Isa (v>t~^ Up also 
advised his followers to believe in the apostleship of the Holy Prophet Up & 
jJL- y, as is stated in Surah Saff when he told them, "(and I) bring the glad tidings 
of a Prophet who shall come after me by the name of Ahmad. According to the 
author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3, p. 183), all those Christians are included here who 
lived before the advent of the Holy Prophet jJL- j Up ibi as well as those after 
him who believed in him. 

It may be asked: "Does the dominance of the state of Isra'il not indicate 
dominance of the Jews over others in the region, which is contrary to this verse?" 
The establishment of a small part of Palestine as a Jewish country would not 
serve as an objection to this verse since it was given over to them by the Christian 



Surah Al-Imran 3: 56-58 



391 



countries of Britain and America. It was the voluntary choice of these people to 
surrender their dominion to the Jews, which does not imply opposition to this 
verse. The Jews have no real dominance over those in the region because they are 
only bolstered by the Western countries. As soon as this support should stop, 
they will be rendered helpless. 

"Then unto Me shall you all return and I shall judge betzueen you concerning those 
things wherein you differed." The matters regarding which Judgment is to be 
passed includes the status of Sayyidina Isa fx-b aJp whom some term to be Allah 
or Allah's son and whom the Jews do not accept to be even a Prophet. On the 
Day of Judgment, those who possessed false beliefs shall learn the error of their 
ways. 




(56) "As for those who disbelieve, I shall chastise them with a severe 
chastisement in the world and in the Hereafter, and they shall have no helpers." 

(57) "As for those who believe and do righteous deeds, they will be given their 
rewards in full. Allah does not like the oppressors/' (58) These are from the 
verses and wise reminders that We recite unto you. 

THE PROMISE OF CHASTISEMENT FOR THE DISBELIEVERS AND 
OF REWARDS FOR THE BELIEVERS 

In this world, the Muslims and the non-Muslims live and survive equally. 
However, in the Hereafter it shall only be Belief (Imdn) that will offer salvation 
and the outcome shall be as mentioned in the above verse. The disbelievers are 
punished even in this very world as is witnessed repeatedly. They may be killed, 
captured or enslaved during Jihad (religion war), or even compelled to pay the 
atonement (Jizya). Today it can also be seen how their countries are collapsing 
and how they fall prey to strange new epidemics and disasters. 

Wherever their conditions are favourable, it is merely a temporary respite 
for them, and wherever the Muslims seem to be suffering, it is only an expiation 
for their sins. The predominance that the Christians enjoy over the Jews should 
not be misconstrued to mean that they shall be successful in the Hereafter as well 
since they do not conform to the teachings of Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ <uU. He told 
them, "Verily Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him. - This they do not 
accept as well as Prophethood of Sayyidina Muhammad jJL. 3 Up i»t j^> f regarding 
which Sayyidina Isa ^ informed them. For this reason, they are also 
doomed to eternal chastisement. 

"These are from the verses and wise reminders that We recite unto you. "These are 
such things that no person could have knowledge about except by reading the 
previous scriptures or by learning them from a teacher. Since the Holy Prophet 
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jJL-j ^Jlp ^\ ju* had no access to either of these, it is evident that he received this 
knowledge by divine revelation, which proves his apostleship. 

" wise reminders../' refers to the Qur'an, which is totally free from any 

falsehood and replete with words of wisdom. 




(59) Verily the likeness of Isa f^J\ aJ^ with Allah is as the likeness of Adam Up 
He created him from clay then said to him, "Be!" and he was. (60) This is 
the truth from your Lord so be not of those who doubt. (61) Whoever disputes 
with you concerning this after the knowledge has come to you, then say to them, 
"Come! We shall summon your sons and our sons, your wives and our wives, 
yourselves and ourselves. Then we shall collectively supplicate sincerely (to 
Allah) to invoke His curse upon the liars." (62) Verily this is certainly a true 
narrative. There is no deity save Allah and surely Allah alone is The Mighty, 
The Wise. (63) If they turn back, then without doubt Allah is Aware of those 
who cause corruption. 

THE BIRTH OF SAYYIDINA ISA Up IS SIMILAR TO THE 

CREATION OF SAYYIDINA ADAM pU\ U* 

The Jews in the time of Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ aJLp as well as many people today 
find it difficult to believe that he could have been born without a father, thereby 
casting doubts on the chastity of his mother, Sayyidah Maryam f*>LJi Allah 
presents a simple answer to their doubts by stating, "Verily the likeness of Isa 4* 
jOLJi with Allah is as the likeness of Adam (OLJi <JLp. He created him from clay then said to 
him, 'Bel' and he was." Sayyidina Adam Up was created in this way without a 
father or a mother and even his spouse, Sayyidah Hawwa f*~l\ was created 
from him ("He created his spouse from him"). This was all within the perfect power 
of Allah and yet it is indeed surprising that none raised any objections to this, but 
someone born of a mother causes astonishment! 

Allah Himself instituted the system of young being born of a couple, and it 
is not farfetched that He is able to create someone without the agency of a father 
when He could do so without both parents. 

"This is the truth from your Lord so be not of those who doubt" Although the 
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address is to the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up «3>t JU, it is actually intended for his 
Ummah. [Baghawi in "Ma'alimut Tanzil," v.l, p.3 10] 

It is reported in " Asbabun Nuzul" (p. 98) that a delegation of Christians from 
Najran arrived in Madinah and enquired from Holy Prophet ,JL^ Up it as to 
why he was speaking ill of "their person" [Sayyidina Isa <v>lJ\ Up]. When the Holy 
Prophet ^up^i asked them what they were referring to, they replied, "You 
say that he is a servant." The Holy Prophet ^ * u^ &\ J^> said that he was indeed 
a servant of Allah, His Prophet and His word which He cast into the virgin 
Maryam f%^\ i*-ip. These people became infuriated at this reply and burst out, 
"How is it possible for anyone to be born without a father? Show us someone 
who was born without a father?" On this occasion, Allah revealed the above 
verse viz. "Verily the likeness of Isa ^LJ\ Up with Allah is as the likeness of Adam Up 

f ->ut..." 

Sayyidina Hasan <up it reports that two priests of Najran came to Holy 
Prophet pL- 3 Up it JU». He invited them to Islam whereupon they remarked that 
they were Muslims before him. The Holy Prophet 3 Up ib\ JU told them, "The 
two of you are lying since three factors prevent you from being Muslim. These 
are worshiping of the cross, consumption of swine and the ascribing of children 
to Allah." They asked, "Who is the father of Isa r UUt Up?" The Holy Prophet 

Up &\ never hastened to reply till he received the order from Allah. 
Subsequently the above verse was revealed in reply. 

THE INVITATION OF MUTUAL IMPRECATION (MUBAHALA) 
EXTENDED TO THE CHRISTIANS 

"Whoever disputes with you concerning this after the knowledge has come to yon, 
then say to them..." Allama Ibn Kathir Up it ^ (v.l p.438) narrates from 
Muhammad bin Is'haq bin Yasar Up it ^ that a delegation of sixty Christians 
from Najran came to the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up it Amongst them were 14 of 
their noblemen who decided all their affairs and the one was referred to as 
"Sayyid" (the chief). His name was Ayham and another delegate was their pope 
called Abu Harithah who was responsible for their education and teaching. 

Their leader was a person called Aqib whom they always consulted in all 
their affairs and acted on his every command. Abu Harithah was an Arab of the 
tribe of Banu Bakr bin Wa'il and was greatly honoured by the Romans who even 
built a church for him and tended to his every need. He was fully aware of the 
description of the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up it in the previous scriptures but 
remained a Christian because of the honour he received as one. 

They arrived in Madinah after the Asr Salah and the Holy Prophet Up i» JU> 
fi-j was still in the Mosque (Masjid). They were clothed in very old garments 
which they covered with beautiful shawls sheets. Since it was the time of their 
prayers, they offered it in the Masjidun Nabawi, facing towards the east. 

Thereafter Abu Haritha, Aqib and Ayham spoke to tfte Holy Prophet it 
fl—j U^ and presented their false beliefs. They said that Sayyidina Isa f*>LJt Up is 
Allah, another that he was the son of Allah, while the other said that he was one 
of three (the other two being his mother and Allah). They also questioned the 
Holy Prophet Up it Ju* as to who the father of Sayyidina Isa f*>LJt Up was. 
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Upon this, Allah revealed the first eighty verses of Surah Al Imran. Because the 
invitation to mutual imprecation (Mubahala) was issued by Allah in the above 
verse, The Holy Prophet jJL- > ^ & J-# also extended this to them. 

The method of mutual imprecation (Mubahala) is clearly stated in the verse 
itself, "Come! We shall summon your sons and our sons, your wives and our wives, 
yourselves and ourselves. Then we shall collectively sup-plicate sincerely (to Allah) to 
invoke His curse upon the liars/' When these people heard this, they excused 
themselves saying that they wished to be granted some time to contemplate the 
matter. 

The group then conferred with each other. When a person called Abdul 
Masih was asked his opinion he said, "You know very well that Muhammad 
jjL-^ Up &\ is the true messenger of Allah and that whatever he says about Isa Up 
ftLJ\ is undisputedly true. You are also well aware of the fact that none survived 
of any nation that challenged a Prophet in mutual imprecation (Mubahala). If you 
wish to disgrace yourselves, then accept the mutual imprecation (Mubahala) and 
if you wish to remain upon your Din (religion) and return to your cities, then 
enter into a truce with him.'' 

After their consultation, they approached the Holy Prophet pi-j Up &\ 
saying, "O Abul Qasim jJL-j Up i»» we have decided to decline the challenge to 
mutual imprecation (Mubahala). We shall leave you to your Din (religion) and we 
shall remain upon ours. We now wish to return to our land so our request to you 
is to dispatch someone with us who would pass Judgment between our people." 
The Holy Prophet jJL^ Up JU* complied by sending Sayyidina Abu Ubaidah 
bin Jarrah <up it with them. 

It is reported in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l, p.310) that when the Holy Prophet 
pJL-j Up &\ Ju> recited the verse "Come! We shall summon your sons and our sons. .."to 
them, they requested to be granted respite until the next day. The following 
morning, they met the Holy Prophet (JL- « Up &\ J^> in the Mosque (Masjid) while 
he was sitting with Sayyidina Hussain <up &\ on his lap and Sayyidina Hassan 
<up ibi on his arm. Sayyidah Fatima i^p & and Sayyidina Ali ^ ibi were 
behind him. The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ was instructing these members of 
his family to say 'Amiii' after each supplication (du'a) of his. 

On seeing this sight, their pope told them, "O Christians, I see such faces 
before me who, if they ask Allah to move a mountain from its place, He would 
surely do so. I strongly advise you to avoid the mutual imprecation (Mubahala) 
otherwise you would be destroyed and until the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) 
there shall be no Christian left upon the surface of the earth/ 7 

On hearing this, they approached the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up J^> and told 
him of their decision not to engage in mutual imprecation (Mubahala). They told 
him that they wished to leave him on his Din (religion) and they be left to theirs. 

The Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ibt told them that since they were not prepared 
to go ahead with the mutual imprecation (Mubahala), they should accept Islam 
and that they would then enjoy the privileges of the Muslims and shall only have 
to fulfill those obligations that are binding upon the Muslims. When they refused 
this offer, he told them that they would then have to prepare for war. They 
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admitted that they were unable to fight a war with the Muslims and wouid 
rather make a truce. 

The truce that was agreed to was that they would annually pay the Muslims 
with two thousand sets of clothing, a thousand in the month of Safar and the 
other thousand in the month of Rajab. After agreeing to this, the Holy Prophet 

^ & told them that should they have engaged in the mutual imprecation 
(Mubahala), the entire population of Najran would have been destroyed. They 
would all have been transformed into pigs and monkeys, then the entire region 
would have been consumed by a raging fire, leaving nothing unscathed. He also 
mentioned that not even the birds would have perched on the trees of the area 
thereafter. He added that the entire Christian population would have then been 
wiped out within a year. 

It is recorded in a narration of Ahmad in the tafsir of Allama Ibn Kath'ir 
Up i>i (v.l p.369) that Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ & said, "If these people would 
have accepted the challenge they would have returned to find none of their 
wealth nor any of their families alive. (They would also have perished)." 

These Christians neither accepted the mutual imprecation (Mubahala) nor 
Islam despite knowing that the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 a> it was the true 
messenger of Allah. Till today they practise this form of behaviour. Scholars 
(Ulama) have defeated them in numerous debates, proving to them that their 
Bible has been adulterated and that their Din (religion) was fabricated. However, 
because of political and other motives, they refuse to accept Islam and continue 
to spread corruption on the earth. 

"If they turn back, then without doubt Allah is Aware of those who cause 
corruption." This is addressed to the Christians during the time of the Holy 
Prophet (Jl-j a> aJji to those living today and all to come till the Day of 
Judgment. 



(64) Say, "O people of the Book, agree to a matter that is alike between us, that 
we worship none other but Allah, that we do not ascribe any as partner unto 
Him and that some of us do not take others as gods besides Allah." If they turn 
away then say, "Bear witness that we have surrendered to Allah." 



THE PRESENTATION OF TAUHID TO THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK 



This verse invites the Jews and the Christians to reach an agreement with 
the Muslims on a point mutually accepted by both parties. The point in question 

is "that we worship none other but Allah, that we do not ascribe any as partner unto 
Km and that some of us do not take others as gods besides Allah." 




Although these people have resorted to polytheism (shirk), they are well 
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aware that the original teachings of their Din (religion) as well as the pivotal 
beliefs of Islam are based on the concept of oneness of Allah (Tauhid). Allah 
enjoins the Muslims to invite these disbelievers (kuffar) to a common ground of 
belief in oneness of Allah (Tauhid) which is acceptable to both. Instead of 
persisting to believe false beliefs, they should accept this point of mutual 
acceptance. 

Some people have misinterpreted this verse to mean that the Muslims 
should collaborate with the Jews and Christians to invite others towards oneness 
of Allah while they remain upon their respective Din (religion). Islam can never 
tolerate a person who practices disbelief (kufr). If a person accepts only oneness 
of Allah and refutes the rest of Islam, this shall never be acceptable to Allah. In 
this case, despite belief in oneness of Allah (Tauhid) a person shall never secure 
salvation in the Hereafter. It is merely the deception of the non-Muslim nations 
that one accepts oneness of Allah without accepting the rest of Islam. 

When the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up iu\ J^> wrote to the emperor of Rome, he 
included the following in his letter, "The peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
the one who follows the guidance. I invite you to Islam. Should you accept Islam, 
you shall remain in peace and Allah shall grant you a double reward. If you turn 
away, then you shall earn the sin of all the farmers." This means that he shall, in 
addition to his personal sin, be burdened with that of all the farmers (i.e. the 
simple folk) of his country since his refusal would be a means of preventing them 
from accepting. After this, The Holy Prophet pJL, j aJLp iui wrote the above verse. 
[Bukhari, v.l, p.5] 

The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ Ju* presented the invitation to Islam before the 
verse, indicating that the object of the verse is to invite towards entire Islam. It 
does not mean that they should still remain upon their Din's (religion's) and then 
assist the Muslims in propagation. 

" that some of us do not take others as gods besides Allah/' It is recorded in 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3, p.193) that Sayyidina Adi bin Hatim <up i»t ^ enquired from 
the Holy Prophet jJL-j U* & with regard to this phrase saying, "But we do not 
worship any besides Allah?" Holy Prophet fJL^ Up i\ replied, "Do those people 
(the scholars) not declare certain things Lawful (Halal) and certain things 
Unlawful (Haram) and do you accept this?" When he confirmed this, The Holy 
Prophet jJL- j Up ifci J^> said, "This is the worship of others (since it is the exclusive 
right of Allah to declare things Lawful (Halal) and Unlawful (Haram).)." It is 
evident from this that Sayyidina Adi bin Hatim &\ was formerly a 
Christian. 

Oj^Ui ^3 p£J Lw3 j^s^ ^J>\£& ^L>£Ljo w 
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(65) O people of the Book, why do you argue with regard to Ibrahim f^>\ Up 
when the Torah and Injil were only revealed after him? Do you not understand? 

(66) Lo! You are the ones who argued concerning those things that you had 
knowledge about, so why do you now argue regarding that about which you 
have no knowledge? Allah knows and you know not. (67) Ibrahim f^J\ U* was 
neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was one abiding to the truth and 
subservient, never from the idolaters. (68) Verily those closest to Ibrahim U* 
(OLJi are the ones who followed him and this Prophet pL*j Up J**, as well as 
those who believe. Allah is the Protecting Friend of the believers. 

REFUTING THE BELIEF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK THAT 
S AYYIDINA IBRAHIM P *Ji Up WAS A JEW OR A CHRISTIAN 

"Lubabun Nuqul" (p.53) relates from Bayhaqi a narration of Sayyidina Ibn 
Abbas <up it j that the Christians of Najran and the Jews were arguing in the 
presence of the Holy Prophet ^L. > Up i»i JU>. The scholars of each group claimed 
that Sayyidina Ibrahim £%-S\ Up belonged to their faith. On this occasion, Allah 
revealed the above verse. The verse admonishes the Jews that they were able to 
contest with the knowledge they possessed regarding Sayyidina Musa f^LJi Up, 
but they now chose to debate an issue about which they had no knowledge. 

The claim that Sayyidina Ibrahim f^Ut Up was a Jew is totally false since 
Sayyidina Musa Up was from his very progeny and was born thousands of 
years after him. How is it possible for him to follow the Dm {religion) of someone 
who only appeared so long afterwards? Then too these people had added so 
much polytheism (shirk) to the Dins (religions) of Judaism and Christianity 
whereas Sayyidina Ibrahim (OLJi Up was a pure monotheist. How could he be an 
adherent of their Dins (religion's) when "he was one abiding to the truth and 
subservient, never from the idolaters." 

These claims are all based upon ignorance and a gross lack of knowledge, as 
Allah says, "Do you not understand?" Thereafter Allah draws their attention to the 
fact that "Allah knows and you know not." 

WHO HAS A MORE SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH SAYYIDINA 
IBRAHIM f *Ji Up? 

"Verily those closest to Ibrahim f%J>\ Up are the ones who followed him and this 
Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ ju, as well as those who believe." Not only did the Jews and 
Christians claim a relationship with Sayyidina Ibrahim Up, but they claimed 
that he was a Jew or Christian himself. Allah refuted this claim by revealing the 
above verse and informing them who exactly are the ones who can truly claim a 
relationship with him. Allah says in Surah Hajj, "The way of your father Ibrahim." 
[Surah 22, verse 78] 

All the Prophet fiLJ\ Up preached the same basic beliefs, but the Shari'ah of 
the Holy Prophet Up it contains many of the laws that Sayyidina Ibrahim 
fXJi Up taught his followers. Sayyidina Ibrahim f%J\ Up bore tremendous 
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hardship to propagate his Dm (religion). He was compelled to leave his 
homeland, abandon his family and "was even thrown into a raging fire. In a 
similar manner, the Holy Prophet <JL.j Up ifo J* and his Ummah also made great 
sacrifices for the message of oneness of Allah (Tauhid) to reach humanity. These 
sacrifices are unparalleled by any other Ummah since the others succumbed to 
infidelity (knfr) and polytheism (shirk), failing to preserve their Dins (religion's). 
How can they then possibly claim to have any relationship with Sayyidina 
Ibrahim r>LJi Up? 

'"Allah is the Protecting Friend of the believers/' Allah shall safeguard and assist 
the Believers (Mu'minin) in both the worlds. The verse does not read 'Allah is 
their Protecting Friend' but the word "the believers" is specified. This is to 
elucidate the fact that this honour is due only to the quality of Belief (hnan). 



(69) A group of the people of the Book yearn to lead you astray. They only lead 
themselves astray but they perceive it not. (70) O people of the Book, why do 
you disbelieve in the verses of Allah whereas you testify to them? (71) Oh 
people of the Book, why do you confuse the truth with falsehood and conceal 
the truth knowingly? 

THE DESIRE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK TO LEAD THE 
MUSLIMS ASTRAY 

The opening verse informs the Muslims that a group of these disbelievers 
are never content to see you upon your Din (religion), but will make every effort 
to mislead you to enter into their Din (religion). Allah says in Surah Baqarah (verse 
209), 'Many of the people of the Book wish that they could return you to be disbelievers 
after you have believed. This is due to jealousy from within after the truth has become 
apparent to them." In the same strain, Allah says in Surah Mumtahinah, "They wish 
that you disbelieve." [Surah 60, verse 2] 

From the time of the Holy Prophet ^ Up ifo the infidels (kuffar)) always 
had this desire and kept devising schemes to realise this, but this only served to 
increase their infidelity (kufr). Nowadays also, they do not cease in their efforts to 
concert with the Muslims and they still do not perceive that it is only enhancing 
the dark veil upon their hearts. 

"O people of the Book, why do you disbelieve in the verses of Allah whereas you 
testify to them ?"In spite of knowing that the Holy Prophet ^ 5 Up i»» was the 
final messenger of Allah and witnessing the various signs in support of this, they 
refused to accept. Such behaviour shall only be a cause of severe punishment for 
them. 

"O people of the Book, why do you confuse the truth with falsehood..." Sayyidina 
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Hasan <up iui says that this refers to their adulteration of the Torah and the 
Injil. Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ iii mentions that it refers to their verbal claims 
to Belief (Iman), while infidelity (kufr) still lurked in their hearts, making them 
hypocrites. 

"...and conceal the truth knowingly?" They were fully aware of the 
Prophethood of the Holy Prophet <JL-j Up JL> but did not reveal this 
knowledge. The Jews used to admit to each other, and sometimes even to the 
Muslims that they recognise the apostleship of the Holy Prophet (JL^ <op &\ 
but worldly motives would not permit them to accept Islam. 




(72) A group from the People of the Book say, "Believe in that which has been 
revealed to the believers at the beginning of the day and disbelieve therein at 
the close of the day, in order that they return/' (73) "Do not admit this except 
before one who follows your creed." Tell them, "Verily the true guidance is the 
guidance of Allah, and (you only say these things) because others have been 
given what you were given or because they overcome you in a dispute by your 
Lord. "Say, "Definitely bounty is in the hand of Allah. He accords it to whoever 
He pleases, and Allah is All Embracing, All Knowing." (74) "He selects for His 
mercy whom He pleases, and Allah is the Great Bestower of bounty." 

A SCHEME OF THE JEWS 

The first verse makes mention of a scheme of a group among the Jews who 
would tell one another to go to the Muslims during the beginning of the day and 
express their acceptance of Islam. They would spend the day in this way and 
when the evening came, they would again revert to Judaism. This pretence was 
merely to turn the Muslims away from their Din (religion). 

It is mentioned in "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v3, p. 199) that 12 scholars from the Jews 
of Khayber decided that they would pretend to accept Islam and make the 
declaration in the morning to the Muslims. Then, when evening came, they 
would declare to the Muslims that they had pondered over their scriptures and 
consulted their scholars and had decided that the Din (religion) of Muhammad 
jJL-j <uU iui is false and that they should rather revert to their former Din 
(religion). In this way, the Muslims who considered these Jews to be learned 
would become dissuaded from Islam and turn away from it. With the grace of 
Allah, their scheme did not influence any of the Muslims. 
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"Do not admit this except before one who follows your creed. " They told each 
other to remain steadfast on their Din (religion) and tell the Muslims that they are 
Muslims as well. Their true beliefs should only be expressed before their own 
people. 

Other commentators have interpreted this verse to mean that they told each 
other not to bring faith in anyone except one who conforms to their Din (religion). 
Therefore, since the Holy Prophet <JL. 3 &\ brought a new Shari'ah that did 
not conform to theirs, he must not be followed. ["Ma'alimut Tamil"} 

"Tell them, 'Verily the true guidance is the guidance of Allah../' Whoever Allah 
decides to guide shall be guided despite the schemes of others to lead him astray. 
According to the second interpretation of the former verse mentioned in 
"Ma'alimut TanzH", this verse shall be interpreted to mean that Allah changes 
the various Shari'ahs of Prophet as He pleases. Since He sent the final Prophet 
p-L-j «Op ajji J^> with another Shari'ah, it should be followed and whoever does not 
follow it is indeed in manifest error and infidelity (kufr). 

" and (you only say these things) because others have been given what 

you were given or because they overcome you in a dispute by your Lord/' This 
refers to another scheme of theirs. They decided that they would not admit to 
anyone that another person [The Holy Prophet <X*$ ^ & JU] had received any 
revelation and knowledge like their scriptures and knowledge. They desired that 
only they be accorded such things so that the others may not have any proof of 
evidence against them on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah). 

The author of "Bayanul Qur'an" writes that this verse addresses the Jews, 
telling them that they devise various schemes and plots against the Muslims 
merely because of their jealousy for the Muslims. They are jealous that the 
Muslims have received a divine scripture and have stronger religious arguments 
than theirs. 

"Say, 'Definitely bounty is in the hand of Allah. He accords it to whoever He 
pleases, and Allah is All Embracing, All Knowing. He selects for His mercy whom He 
pleases, and Allah is the Great Bestower of bounty." The malice and enmity that the 
Jews bore for the Holy Prophet jJL-_j aJLp iut because of his apostleship and 
honour of receiving the Qur'an is based on ignorance and infidelity (kufr). All 
these bounties are from Allah and such behaviour constitutes an objection to 
Allah. They were envious that another nation had received what they had 
received in the past. This type of behaviour always serves to destroy learned 
scholars and many others. 

Allah makes mention of this in verse 90 of Surah Baqarah as well where He 
says, -...jealous of the fact that Allah confers His grace upon whoever of His bondmen He 
chooses. So they earned wrath upon wrath." Their malice makes them resort to 
infidelity (kufr), thereby preparing themselves for the eternal punishment of the 
Hereafter. They are prepared to do this rather than seek to please Allah who may 
shower His munificence upon them and whoever He wills from His servants. 
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(75) From the People of the Book there is him who, if you trust him with a 
wealth of treasures, he will return it to you. Then there is him who, if you trust 
him with a single dinar, he will not return it to you unless you keep standing 
over him. This is because they say, "We have no obligation towards the 
unlettered people." They lie against Allah knowingly. (76) Yes, he who fulfills 
his pledge and possesses taqwa, then surely Allah loves the pious. 

THE TRUSTWORTHINESS AND THE DISHONESTY OF THE 
PEOPLE OF THE BOOK 

This verse mentions those of the Ahlul Kitab (People of the Book) who became 
Muslims and those who did not. Those depicted as trustworthy in the verse Che 
will return it to you ") are those former Jews or Christians who accepted Islam 
such as Sayyidina Abdullah bin Salam -up and others. The dishonest among 

them ("he will not return it to you ") are those who opted to remain upon their 
infidelity (kufr) because of their love for the world and their engrossment therein, 
such as Ka'ab bin Ashraf. ["Ma'dlimut Tanzil"] 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up & narrates that a person placed 12 thousand 
Awqiya of gold (one Awqiya is equal in weight to 40 Dirhams) in trust with 
Sayyidina Abdullah bin Salam, which the latter returned promptly. On the other 
hand, a person of the Quraish placed one Dinar in the trust of a Jew called 
Fanhas bin Azwa, who never returned it. The verse refers to situations such as 
these, where the difference in the trustworthiness of the Ahlul Kitab (People of the 
Book) could be clearly distinguished. 

Allama Jassas Up iu\ ^ writes that it is deduced from this verse ("unless you 
keep standing over him") that it is permissible for a creditor to persistently ask for 
his dues to be paid to him. 

Although this verse is addressed to the Ahlul Kitab (People of the Book), it 
also serves to drive the point home to those Muslims who are quick to accept 
loans and trusts but procrastinate when the time comes to repay. They cause 
great grief and difficulty to their creditors since they have no intention to ever 
settle the debt. Scholar (Imam) Bukhari Up iui narrates a hadith from Sayyidina 
Abu Hurairah «up iui in which the Holy Prophet Up iu\ says, "Whoever 
takes a loan from others with the intention to repay, then Allah shall repay it for 
him (i.e. Allah shall create the means to make repayment easy). However, the 
person who takes the wealth of others with the intention of destroying the right 
(i.e. does not want to repay), then Allah shall destroy this wealth (it will then be j 
useless to him, but shall not absolve him of repayment and he will have to face 
severe punishment in the Hereafter)." 
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THE LIE OF THE JEWS THAT IT IS PERMISSIBLE FOR THEM TO 
USURP THE RIGHTS OF THE UNLETTERED FOLK 

The Jews believed that they had a right to usurp the wealth of the Arabs and 
of any other nation who did not conform to their Din (religion). Sayyidina Hasan 
<op &\ relates that during the period of ignorance, the Arabs used to trade with 
the Jews. When they accepted Islam, they demanded their dues, but the Jews 
flatly refused to repay saying that they had no obligation towards them since 
they had abandoned their Din (religion). They considered this change of Din 
(religion) to be an annulment of their dealings, and also added that this law was 
stipulated in their divine scriptures. 

The Arabs are referred to as "unlettered people" because they were not as 
literate and learned as the Jews were. The Jews lied when they said that Allah 
had declared the wealth of non-Jews to be permissible for them. For this reason 
Allah declares, "They lie against Allah knowingly." ["Ma'alimut Tamil," v.l, p.31718] 

Allama Ibn Kathir 4* &\ ^ narrates from Sayyidina Sa'id bin Jubair ibt ^ 
Aip that when the verse "they lie against Allah knowingly" was revealed, The Holy 
Prophet ^ 3 aAj> ijji said, "The enemies of Allah lie!" 

Allama Ibn Kath'Ir Up &\ ^ (v.l p.374) also reports from Sayyidina Ibn 
Abbas &\ that a person who was going out in Jihad (religion war) told him, 
"When we go out in Jihad (religion war), we eat whatever chickens or goats that 
we find belonging to the Dhimmies {Infidels (knffar) living in a Muslim 
country}." Sayyidina Ibn Abbas A» ^ asked him on what grounds he did so, 
to which he replied, "We do not see any harm in doing so." Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 
<up At told him, "You speak just as the Jews did when they said, "We have no 
obligation towards the unlettered people." When the Dhimmies have paid the 
atonement (Jizya), their wealth is not lawful for you. Yes, if they give it of their 
own accord, then this is another matter." 

THE PRACTICE OF CERTAIN FALSE SAINTS 

There are many false "saints" in today's times who, on their annual visits to 
some towns, take whatever they please from the residents who have been their 
followers for numerous years. These people cannot refuse to give because of 
etiquette and respect, although they are also not too pleased with the practice. 
This practice is Unlawful (Haram) since the Holy Prophet jJL, Up ifci said, "Be 
warned that the wealth of a Muslim is not lawful unless acquired with the 
pleasure of his heart." ["Mishkatul Masabih, " p. 255] 

Although a person may give verbal consent or remain silent, his wealth still 
cannot be deemed permissible if this consent is obtained under duress or 
through some pressing need of etiquette. Only when he is absolutely happy to 
part with his wealth will it be permissible to take it. If should also be understood 
that when a gift is given to a person on the presumption that he is pious or 
righteous, it will not be permissible for him to accept such a gift if he is a Fasiq 
(sinner) and spiritually unclean. 

"Yes, he who fulfills his pledge and possesses taqwa, then surely Allah loves the 
pious" The first word of this verse ("Yes") is a reply to the notion of the Jews that 
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the wealth of others is permissible for them to usurp as they please. They felt that 
they shall not \pe answerable for this action, but Allah reminds them that they 
will indeed be required to account for this misdeed of theirs. ["Ruhul Ma'ani," v.3, 
p. 2 03] 

Despite carrying out such evil actions as described above, the Jews still 
regarded themselves as the beloved and chosen race of Allah. The verse brings to 
their attention the fact that those who are indeed beloved to Allah are those who 
fulfill their pledge with Allah (which includes belief in the final Prophet) and 
abstain from sins such as infidelity (knfr) and polytheism (shirk) (which are the 
greatest of sins), as well as usurping the wealth of others. Such people fulfill both 
the rights of man and those of Allah. As a result they become the beloved of 
Allah since He loves those possessing piety (Taqwa). 

This verse highlights the importance of fulfilling agreements and pledges, 
be they with Allah or with other men. The People of the Book had the covenant 
with Allah that they would believe in the final Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up ito J* and 
the covenant that every Muslim has with Allah is that one shall fulfill every 
commandment of His. 

Sayyidina Sufyan bin Abdullah Thaqafi ^ h once asked Prophet i» 
Up to inform him of the most concise aspect of Islam so that he need not ask 
another person anything else thereafter. The Holy Prophet i > replied, 

"Say, 'Amantu billahi' (I believe in Allah), then remain steadfast/' ["Mishkatul 
Masabih," p. 12, from Muslim] 

Recitation of the Kalimah is not merely a verbal utterance but entails much 
more. It is also an acknowledgement and pledge that one is prepared to accept 
and practise every injunction and commandment of Allah promulgated in the 
Qur'an and by the Holy Prophet ^ Up i»> J^. Every Muslim has undertaken to 
fulfill every duty imposed on him by Islam. 

Every pledge taken with another human should be fulfilled if it does not 
entail any sin. Allah says in Surah Bani Isra'il, "Fulfill pledges for verily questioning 
shall take place with regard to pledges" [Surah 17, verse 34]. Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Umar «up &\ ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet ^ Up ito J* said that there are 
three traits which, if they are found in a person, will mean that he is a real 
hypocrite. If any one of them is found in him it will mean that he has a trait of 
hypocrisy in him, unless he discards it. These are (1) When a trust is kept with 
him, he misappropriates it. (2) When speaking, he lies. (3) When taking a pledge, 
he does not fulfill it. (4) When disputing, he swears." [Bukhari] 




(77) Those who purchase a small gain at the cost of Allah 's covenant and their 
oaths, such people have no portion in the Hereafter. Allah will neither speak to 
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them nor look at them on the Day of Judgment, and will not purify them. Theirs 
shall be a painful chastisement. 

A WARNING TO THOSE WHO SELL THE COVENANT OF ALLAH 

The covenant that the Jews made with Allah to believe in the final Holy 
Prophet (JL- j aJLp iwi was concealed from the Jewish masses by their scholars. 
They also altered the description of the Holy Prophet _> U* ^ J^> in the Torah 
and told the people that Sayyidina Muhammad ^ 3 Up ibi did not fit the 
description of the Torah. In this way, they maintained their sway over the people 
and continued to accept bribes from them. Thus they bartered the covenant of 
Allah for the measly gains of this world. Sayyidina Ikramah ifo reports that 
this verse was revealed with regard to certain leaders of the Jews like Abu Rafi, 
Kinana, Huyay and others. They used to conceal the true description of the Holy 
Prophet U* &\ in the Torah and write other false descriptions themselves. 
They would even swear on oath that these are the true revelations from Allah. 
This they did to maintain the bribes and lavish lifestyles that they were 
accustomed to. 

THE EVIL CONSEQUENCES OF FALSE OATHS 

Many people are in the habit of taking false oaths. Therefore, the verse is not 
specifically directed at any party but addresses all those who practise this vile 
action. They will have no share in the Hereafter, nor shall Allah speak or look at 
them kindly. Their lot shall be only a most painful punishment. The verse 
signifies Allah's wrath on these people. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3 p.204) writes that such people are not 
worthy of being judged by Allah, but shall be addressed and tried by the angels. 
Commenting on the phrase "will not purify them", Allama Baghawi Up & 
states that Allah shall not praise them, nor regard them favourably and will not 
pardon their sins. [" Ma' alimut Tamil" v.l p.3 19] Allama Ibn Kath'ir U* ^ ^ says 
that Allah will not purify them of their sins, but will order them to enter the fire. 
[v.l p. 375] This means that they will not be pardoned of their sins, neither shall 
they be allowed to cleanse themselves by briefly going to Hell and then entering 
Heaven (Jannah). 

Bukhari (v.l p.366) narrates from Sayyidina Ash'ath bin Qais -fo ^ that he 
was involved in a dispute with a Jew concerning a piece of land which the Jew 
denied him. He took the case before the Holy Prophet Up ibt J^> who asked 
him if he had any witnesses in his favour. When he replied in the negative, The 
Holy Prophet jJL, 5 Up ibt JL> told the Jew to swear on oath that it was his land. On 
hearing this, Sayyidina Ash'ath h ^ mentioned that the Jew would take a 
false oath and acquire the land. Upon this the above verse was revealed viz. 
"Those who purchase a small gain at the cost of Allah 's covenant and their oaths, such 
people have no portion in the Hereafter. Allah will neither speak to them, nor look at them 
on the Day of Judgment, and will not purify them. Theirs shall be a painful 
chastisement." 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ifct ^ reports that the Holy Prophet J* 
pJL-j Up jb| said, "Whoever takes a false oath to acquire the wealth of another, shall 
meet Allah in such a condition that Allah shall be angry with him. Allah Himself 
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attests to this fact." Hereupon Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud -up fa recited 
the above verse. The narrator of this hadith, Sayyidina Abu Wa'il Up i» a^, [a 
student of Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud -up fa says that he met Sayyidina 
Ash'ath <up i»Vur^j later that day. The latter asked him what Sayyidina Abdullah 
bin Mas'ud -up fa had told them, to which he related the above hadith. 
together with the verse. To this Sayyidina Ash'ath -up fa stated that the verse 
was revealed with regard to himself. [Bukhari v.l p. 368] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abi Awfa -up fa narrates that this verse was 
revealed with reference to a trader who announced on oath that he had 
purchased his goods for a certain inflated amount, which was misleading to the 
customers. This is commonly practised by traders to earn themselves a higher 
profit. [Bukhari v.l p. 367] 

Numerous Ahadith have been cited above as reasons for the revelation of 
the verse under discussion. It is not farfetched to assume that all these incidents 
are in fact related to the verse, since they all pertain to the selling of Allah's 
covenant and taking false oaths for the petty gains of this world. 

Sayyidina Abu Dharr -up fa narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up fa J* 
told him that there are three people whom Allah will not look at on the Day of 
Judgment and they shall receive a most excruciating punishment. He remarked, 
"Terrible is their condition and they are indeed wretched. Who are they "O Holy 
Prophet Up fa J^T' The reply was, "They are those whose clothes hang 
below their ankles, those who remind of their generosity, and those who sell 
their wares by taking false oaths." [Muslim] Sayyidina Abu Hurairah up fa ^ 
narrates that the Holy Prophet ^ j Up fa said, "Oaths sell merchandise and 
destroy blessings." ["Mishkatul Masabih" p. 243 from Bukhari and Muslim] 

Many people institute court cases for false claims. They claim what is not 
theirs and even present false witnesses to substantiate their claims. At times even 
the defendant takes false oaths. All this is done in total disregard of the warnings 
sounded in the Qur'an and Ahadith. Sayyidina Abu Dharr -up fa ^ reports that 
the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up fa Jh> said / " Tne person who claims something that is 
not his is not from us and should prepare his abode in Hell/'[Mus/z'ra] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Unais -up fa reports that the Holy Prophet fa 
jJL-j Up said, "The major sins are polytheism {shirk), disobedience to parents and 
taking false oaths. The person who took an oath to substantiate his claim and 
included therein a lie equivalent to a wing of a mosquito, then this oath shall 
remain as a black spot for him up to the Day of Judgment." ["Mishkatul Masabih" p. 
328 from Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidina Abu Umamah fa narrated that Prophet ^ ^ fa said, 
"Allah has made Hell incumbent upon a person who usurped the right of a 
Muslim with a false oath and has forbidden Heaven (Jannah) for him)' Someone 
enquired, "Even if it be an insignificant thing, O Holy Prophet Up &\ J^T 
He replied, "Even if it be a branch of an aloe tree!" {'Mishkatul Masabih" p. 327 from 
Muslim] 



Surah Al-Imran 3: 78 406 Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1 



yjF- Ojy^J 4iM -LIP ^ j> Uj ^ sJ^y^J ^>N^ 

(78) Indeed from them there is a party who distort their tongues in expressing 
the Book so that you may regard it as part of the Book when it is really not part 
of the Book. They say that it is from Allah when it is not from Allah, and they 
knowingly lie about Allah. 

SOME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK ADULTERATE THE BOOK 
OF ALLAH, SAYING THAT IT IS FROM ALLAH 

This verse also refers to the Jews who used to distort the pronunciation of 
words when reciting the Torah so that those listening to them would hear 
something that was not actually written in it. In this way they changed the 
description of the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 ibi and also concealed the verses of 
stoning married people who commit adultery. 

The manner in which they presented these verses would beguile others to 
think that these were from Allah. At times they would even tell the people that 
these verses were from Allah. An example of the way in which a person can 
distort pronunciation to fool others is when someone is asked to swear by the 
Ka'ba. Instead of saying that he swears by the Ka'ba, he says, "By the Ka'bak!" 
None would detect the alteration in the sentence and others may wonder how he 
took an oath, knowing that his word was false. To this he may casually reply that 
he did not swear by the Ka'ba but rather by the Ka'bak, which bears no 
significance. ("Ka'bak" may only be translated, in certain languages, as a cage for 
keeping pigeons.) 

The above explanation is just by way of example since it is not permissible 
to take an oath by the Ka'ba. Hafidh Baghawi Up &\ and Allama Ibn Kath'ir 
4^ ^ mention that the purport of the verse "distort their tongues" is that the 
Jews used to interpret the Torah in a way that was appealing to them, changing 
its true meaning, and then telling others that this was the way in which Allah 
had revealed it. 

In this manner, they would alter the verses of their scriptures and attribute 
lies to Allah. Allah says in Surah Baqarah, "Destruction be for those who write the 
Book with their own hands and then say, 'This is from Allah/ (This they do) to sell it for 
a measly price. Woe be to them for what their hands write and woe be to them for what 
they earn." [Surah 2, verse 79] 

These people could manipulate the situation in this manner because it was 
only a few people who had any knowledge of the scriptures, and the masses 
were ignorant. Therefore, the people accepted whatever they were told. 

Even amongst the Ummah of the Holy Prophet aJLp i»\ JL> there are those 
who interpret the Qur'an according to their whims and fancies. There was a 
person who translated the verse, "Say (Oh Muhammad jJL-j &\ JU*), 7 am only a 
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human like yourselves/' to mean that the Holy Prophet <JL.j Up &\ JU> is not a 
human. This he did by translating the Arabic word "innama" to mean 'not' 
whereas it means 'only/ This is the unfortunate method of those who follow 
their passions. They feel that they cannot displease the masses even if it means 
resorting to disbelief (kufr). 

o& &p ;£if; jftas 4^ & j&g 0 t ^ ^ c 

to s^e %a s&s ut ^ $ ^ 

(79) It is not possible that Allah gives any human a book wisdom and 
Prophethood, and then he tells the people, "Leave Allah and worship me." He 
would rather say, "Become the people of Allah by virtue of your teaching of the 
Book and your studying thereof" (80) They do not instruct you to take the angels 
and Prophet as deities. Would he instruct you to disbelieve after you had 
become Muslims? 

* 

EVERY PROPHET INSTRUCTED PEOPLE TO BE THE FAITHFUL 
SERVANTS OF ALLAH 

"Lubabun Nuqul" (p.54) records that when the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up iwi 
collectively invited the Jews of Madinah and the Christians of Najran to Islam, 
Abu Rafi (a Jew of the Banu Quraizah tribe) commented, "O Muhammad, you want 
us to worship you just as these Christians worship Isa!" The Holy Prophet i» 
^ 3 -Op exclaimed, "Mu'adh Allah! (I seek Allah's protection!) Why should I desire 
this?" On this occasion Allah revealed the above verse. 

According to Sayyidina Hasan Basri Up 2bi i+j, a person told the Holy 
Prophet fX»f Up 2bi J**, "We greet you just as we greet others. (To show respect to 
your elevated status) Should we rather not prostrate to you instead?" The Holy 
Prophet (J- j Up 2bt said, "No, do not do so. Honour your Prophet and grant 
each his due rights, for prostration is only for Allah." Upon this request, the 
above verse was revealed. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.3 p.207] 

The verse applies equally to both the above incidents, saying that "It is not 
possible that Allah gives any human a Book, wisdom and Prophethood, and then he tells 
the people, 'Leave Allah and worship me." The mission of Prophet Up was 
simply to invite towards Allah. "He would rather say, 'Become the people of 
Allah..." This verse refutes the belief of the Christians who claim that Sayyidina 
Isa f^LJi Up advocated that people worship him and his mother. 

" ~-by virtue of your teaching of the Book and your studying thereof" 

Explaining this verse, the author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3 p.208) says that the very 
teaching and study of the divine scriptures dictate that one should become a 
truly devoted servant of Allah. Knowledge without practice is futile, as is 
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practice without knowledge. 

" the people of Allah" The Arabic word "Rabbaniyyin" in this context is 

related to the word Lord. Various explanations of this word have been rendered 
by the commentators and the Companions (Sahabah) ^ ^> "Ma'alimut 
Tanzll" (v.l p. 320) reports from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas, Sayyidina Ali <up ii ^ and 
Sayyidina Hasan <up iui that it means learned scholars {fuqaha and Scholars 
(Ulama)}. Sayyidina Qatadah Up i»t says that it refers to wise men of learning, 
while Sayyidina Sa'id bin Jubair Up ifo is of the opinion that it means such 
men of learning who practise their knowledge. 

Another verdict of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ &\ is that it means such 
people who are extremely learned and teach others as well. According to another 
report, Sayyidina Ali ^ iui says that these men nurture their knowledge with 
practice. In "Durrul Manthur", Sayyidina Sa'id bin Jubair Up iiii ^ is reported to 
have said that these are people who are wise and Allah fearing. Allama Baydawi 
Up &\ says that they are those who are perfect in knowledge and action. 

In brief, after taking all the above into consideration, the 'Rabbaniyyin' are 
those who are learned, wise, pious, practical and who are able to guide others. 
Then, of course, the most important requisite is Belief (Iman), without which 
none can be successful in the Hereafter and can never be amongst this noble 
group of people. Hakimul Ummah Thanwi Up i»\ ^ simply translates the word 
as "the people of Allah " This concise translation includes all of the above and 
included much more by way of sterling morals and noble character. 

It is the responsibility of such people also to propagate what they know. 
Allah says in Surah Ma'idah, "Why do their 'Rabbaniyyun' and scholars not prohibit 
them from their sinful speech and consumption of the unlawful? Evil indeed is what they 
carry out." [Surah 5, verse 63] 

"They do not instruct you to take the angels and Prophet as deities." All Prophet 
pLJ\ Up preached oneness of Allah (Tauhid) and would never have told the 
people to worship any besides Allah. 

"Would he instruct you to disbelieve after you had become Muslims?" It is an 
impossibility that a Prophet (OLJ\ Up could preach polytheism (shirk) to anyone. 
They preached only the acceptance of their apostleship, which they have been 
instructed to do and without which no person can be a true believer, nor attain 
salvation. 

The sole role of all the Prophet f**~J» Up, including the Holy Prophet & J^> 
pJL-j Up, was that people worship only Allah and.be slave unto Him alone. 
Thereafter the Companions (Sahabah) ^ & also made efforts to achieve the 
same goal. Once, during the Jihad (religion war) against the Persians, Sayyidina 
Rib'i bin Amir <up &\ Lr > J came as messenger before the Persian chief Rustam. 
Rustam asked him, "Why have you people come?" The Sahabi ^ ifo replied, 
"Allah has sent us to free man from the slavery of man and lead him to the 
worship of Allah, and from the oppression of current Dins (religions) to the 
justice of Islam." [Ibn Kathir <J* J>i ^ in his book "Al Bidaya wan Nihaya"] 

In our present times there are many false saints who know nothing of 
mysticism and the Shari'ah. They mislead their followers and even make them 
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prostrate before them and before their graves. All this is done with worldly 
motives. Mysticism is also subservient to the Shari'ah, and all the various 
practices such as swearing allegiance, etc, are with the motive of bringing people 
into Allah's worship and subservience. 



(81) When Allah took the covenant with Prophet (saying) "Whatever I give you 
of the scripture and wisdom, then there comes to you a messenger confirming 
what is with you, you must believe in him and you must assist him." Allah said, 
"Do you agree and accept My covenant?" They replied, "We agree!" He said, 
"Then bear witness and I will be a Witness with you." (82) So whoever will turn 
back after this, then those are the disobedient ones. 



The above verse mentions the pledge that Allah took from all the Prophet 
pLJv ^fclp. They were required to believe in and assist any new Prophet that 
appeared during their lifetimes and also to make their followers do the same. If 
no other Prophet came during their lifetime, they were to encourage their 
followers to believe in Prophet to come after him. In this way Sayyidina Musa Up 
^LJ\ was enjoined to believe in Sayyidina Isa Up and Sayyidina Isa Up in 



According to other commentators, the word "messenger" denotes a specific 
messenger. In this case it would mean that all the Prophet Up were 
instructed to believe in and assist Sayyidina Muhammad ,JL-_> Up M if he had 
to come in their lifetime. They were also required to preach his coming to their 
followers and to invoke them to follow him should they find themselves in his 
era. ["Ma'alimut TanzU" v.l p.322] 

Allah then asked the Prophet (OLJ Up, "Do you agree and accept My covenant?" 
This was said to emphasise the covenant, whereupon all replied in one voice, 
"We agree!" Thereafter, Allah told them, "Then bear witness and I will be a Witness 
with you" 

This covenant was taken by all the Prophet (OLJi Up, for themselves and on 
behalf of all of their Ummahs. With regard to those who did not abide by its 
conditions Allah says, "So whoever will turn back after this, then those are the 
disobedient ones." In rejecting a single Prophet, a person is actually rejecting the 
commandment of Allah. For this reason he is declared a disobedient (fasiq) and, 
therefore, a disbeliever (kafir) of the worst caliber. No Prophet could sin and all 
abided by the condition of this covenant. It was their followers who did not 
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comply. The Jews rejected Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ Up and they, together with the 
Christians, rejected the apostleship of the Holy Prophet jJL-j U* &\ also. 

THE EXCELLENCE OF THE SEAL OF ALL PROPHET Up h J^> 

Sheikh Abul Hasan Taqi-ud-Din As Subki Up & i^j writes in his treatise on 
this verse (which appears on (p. 38) of the first volume of his Fatawa) that the 
"messenger" referred to in the above verse is none other than Sayyidina 
Muhammad jJL, 3 Up &\ J^. Allah had not taken a covenant from all the Prophet 
£%J>\ aJlp with regard to any other Prophet but him. 

The status and honour accorded to the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up & JU> in this 
verse is evident. It is learnt from this verse that if the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 &\ JU 
had to appear during the period of any Prophet, his Prophethood will prevail 
over the all of creation from the time of Sayyidina Adam ^LJ\ Up. The statement 
of the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up iui that "I have been sent unto the whole of 
mankind" is not merely confined to those in his period up to the Day of 
JudgmentTbut also includes those before him. This clarifies the hadith in which 
the Holy Prophet yL- 3 Up i»i said, "I was a Prophet while Sayyidina Adam Up 
^lJ\ was still suspended between body and soul." ["Mishkatul Masabih" p. 513 from 
Tirmidhi] 



(83) Do they seek a Din (religion) besides the Din of Allah when unto Him 
submit all within the heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly, and unto 
Him shall they all be returned. (84) Say, "We believe in Allah, in that which 
was revealed unto us, what was revealed unto Ibrahim, Isma'il, Is'haq, Ya'qub, 
their children, and that which was revealed unto Musa, Isa and all Prophet 
from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them and unto Him 
we have submitted." (85) Whosoever seeks a Din (religion) besides Islam, it 
shall never be accepted from him, and he will be, in the Hereafter, among the 
losers. 

ONLY THE DIN (RELIGION) OF ISLAM IS ACCEPTABLE BY ALLAH 

Allah has chosen the Din (religion) of Islam for His creation, as He says in 
another part of Surah Al Imran (verse 19), "Definitely the only Din (religion) with 
Allah is Islam." Allah also states in Surah Ma'idah, "Today I have perfected for you 
your Din (religion), completed My favour on you and chosen Islam as your Din 
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(religion)" [Surah 5, verse 3]. Allah has named His chosen Din (religion) 'Islam' 
which means 'to submit' or 'to surrender/ All the creation of Allah submit to 
Him and the Din (religion) of all the Prophets ^>LJi r ^ was Islam i.e. they all 
preached submission and obedience to Allah. 

When Sayyidina Ibrahim and his son Sayyidina Isma'il constructed 
the Ka'ba, they prayed to Allah thus, "Our Lord, make us both submissive to You and 
create a submissive (Muslim) nation from our progeny" [Surah Baqarah, verse 128]. Allah 
accepted this prayer of theirs and created the Ummah of the Holy Prophet &\ JL* 
,jLr j -upfrom their progeny, who are followers of Islam. 

It is the duty of every servant of Allah that he submits and surrenders 
totally to his Creator and Master, both outwardly and inwardly. This is the 
practice of all the angels and other creation of Allah in the heavens and on earth. 
Islam is the Din (religion) for the human being as well as for the Jinn, but since 
they are to be tested in the world, they have been given the choice of acceptance. 
Allah says in Surah Mulk, "He created death and life to test who of you carry out the 
best of deeds" [Surah 67, verse 2]. They are, however, still governed by the system 
and decrees of Allah as far as their lives and deaths are concerned. They have 
been shown the rewards and retribution of Belief (Iman) and disbelief (kufr), and 
in this way, they are allowed to prepare accordingly for either Heaven (Jannah) or 
Hell. 

Allah says in Surah Kahf, "Declare the truth from your Lord, so whoever wills 
should believe and whoever wills should disbelieve. Indeed for the oppressive ones, We 
have prepared the fire" [Surah 18, verse 29]. All the Prophets ^LJ\ r ^U were Muslim 
and preached the submission only to Allah. For this reason the Holy Prophet JL» 
pJL- j Up Ms instructed to declare his belief in all that was revealed to all of them, 
saying, "We believe in Allah, in that which was revealed unto us, what was revealed 
unto Ibrahim, Isma'il, Is'hhq, Ya'qub, their children, and that which was revealed unto 
Musa, Isa and all Prophet from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them 
and unto Him we have submitted. " 

Since all the Prophets belonged to the same Dm (religion), we 

believe in all of them, as well as all that was revealed unto them since all of this 
was from Allah. Although the word "all Prophets" is used, certain Prophets 
(OLJ have received specific mention because the Jews and the Christians also 
recognised these Prophets 

, " ...willingly or unwillingly..." Allama Ibn Kath'ir 4* ^ (v.l p.379) writes 
that those submitting willingly in the heavens are the angels, and upon the earth 
they are those who were born as Muslim. Those who submit unwillingly^re 
those disbelievers (kuffar) who were taken captive [in Jihad (religion war)] in 
chains and shackles, then accepted Islam, to be lead into Heaven (Jannah), 
seemingly by force. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that those submitting unwillingly are 
the ones who became Muslim after Jihad (religion war) or some other similar 
cause. According to others, the people referred to are those who were themselves 
unhappy to become Muslim. The Sufiya (saints) mention that those who submit 
willingly are the people who accept the commandments of Allah without any 
doubts and hesitation in their hearts. Those who harbour these feelings in their 
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hearts and find evil whispers becoming an obstacle, are termed to be unwillingly 
submissive. 

Another opinion is that the willing ones are the angels in the heavens and 
those pious servants of Allah upon the earth who are His chosen ones. The others 
(i.e. the unwilling) are those whom doubts continue to plague. The disbelievers 
are included in the second group for, although they accept the existence of Allah 
the inherent darkness within them spur them on to commit polytheism (shirk). 

According to "Ruhul Ma'ani", this is the opinion of Mujahid 4p ^ as 
well. This explanation is not entirely satisfactory since there are many who 
completely deny Allah and His power of creation. If one views the broad context 
of the word "all within", then the explanation of Allama Ibn Kath'ir <4± & will 
also be unsatisfactory since it restricts the meaning somewhat. It is for this reason 
that this humble servant has rendered the explanation given above i.e. all are 
subservient to the decree and will of Allah. Since this is an irreconcilable fact, it is 
only natural then that every person accepts the Din (reZ/gz'onjprescribed by Allah. 
Allah knows best. 

"Wlwsoever seeks a Din (religion) besides Islam, it shall never be accepted from 
him, and he will be, in the Hereafter, among the losers." Islam is the Din (religion) that 
Allah sent through all his Prophet f*>LJ» Up, up to the time of the final Holy 
Prophet fl- 3 <Up isi ju». Allah says in Surah Ma'idah (verse 3), "Today I have perfected 
for you your Din (religion), completed My favour on you and chosen Islam as your Din 
(religion)" Irrespective of a person's exertion in worship, nothing shall be 
accepted from him unless he conforms to the Din (religion) of Islam. More details 
in this regard have been given in verse 62 of Surah Baqarah where Allah says, 

"Verily those who believe, the Jews, the Christians and the Sabi ". One may also 

refer to the commentary of verse 19 of Surah Al Imran where Allah says, 
"Definitely the only Din (religion) with Allah is Islam." 




(86) How shall Allah guide a people who disbelieved after believing, (after) they 
testified that the messenger is certainly true and (after) clear proofs had come to 
them? Allah does not guide the oppressive folk. (87) These are the ones whose 
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retribution shall be that upon them will be the curse of Allah, the angels and 
mankind at large. (88) They shall abide therein forever. The punishment shall 
not be lessened for them, neither shall they be granted respite. (89) Except for 
those who repent afterwards and make amends. Surely Allah is Most Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. (90) Verily those who disbelieve after believing, then increase in 
their disbelief, their repentance shall never be accepted. These are indeed the 
ones gone astray. (91) Verily those who disbelieve and die as disbelievers, the 
earth full of gold shall never be accepted from any of them if they ever wish to 
offer it as ransom. Theirs shall be a painful punishment and they shall have no 
helpers. 

THE CHASTISEMENT FOR APOSTATES AND DISBELIEVERS 

"Durrul Manthur" reports that a person called Harith bin Suwaid accepted 
Islam and then returned to his people as a infidel (kafir). It was on this occasion 
that the above verse was revealed, "How shall Allah guide a people who disbelieved 
after believing, (after) they testified that the messenger is certainly true and (after) clear 
proofs had come to them. Allah does not guide the oppressive folk. These are the ones 
whose retribution shall be that upon them will be the curse of Allah, the angels and 
mankind at large. They shall abide therein forever. The punishment shall not be lessened 
for them, neither shall they be granted respite. Except for those who repent afterwards 
and make amends. Surely Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful" 

A person of his tribe recited the verse to him, upon which he said, "As far as 
I know, you are a truthful person and the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 aJp &\ J^> is even 
more truthful than you; and Allah is even more truthful than the two of you." He 
then reverted to Islam and practiced it very sincerely afterwards. He reflected 
upon the exception in the verse ("Except those who repent... ") and then, repented 
sincerely to Allah. This incident highlights the fact that the repentance of a 
person who turns infidel (kafir) after Islam is acceptable by Allah. 

"Verily those who disbelieve after believing, then increase in their disbelief their 
repentance shall never be accepted. These are indeed the ones gone astray." "Durrul 
Manthur" ' reports that Sayyidina Hasan <ip i»» ^ stated that this verse refers to 
the Jews and the Christians who do not accept Islam until their dying moments, 
when their acceptance is futile. Repentance shall not be accepted at the time of 
death, as will be explained/ Insha Allah, in the discussion of the following verse 
of Surah Nisa: "Until death presents itself before any of them they say, 'Now I truly 
repent'; nor those who die as infidels (kuffar)." [Surah 4, verse 18] 

Sayyidina Abul Alia Up &\ ^ says that this verse refers to the Jews and 
Christians who reverted to infidelity (kufr) after accepting Islam, then increased 
their disbelief. Then, remaining as infidels (kuffar), they repent for their sins. This 
repentance shall never be accepted from them. Sayyidina Mujahid ^ &\ 
interprets "then increase in their disbelief to mean that they die as infidels (kuffar). 

"Verily those who disbelieve and die as disbelievers, the earth full of gold shall never 
be accepted from any of them if they ever wish to offer it ad ransom. Theirs shall be a 
painful punishment and they shall have no helpers." On tne Day of Judgment none 
shall be able to ransom their souls, but even if it were possible, the entire world 
full of gold would not be accepted from the infidels (kuffar). 
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Allah says in Surah Ma'idah, "Indeed those who disbelieve, if they possessed all 
within the earth and the like* thereof in addition to ransom themselves from the 
punishment of the Day of judgment, it will not be accepted from them. Theirs shall be a 
painful punishment They will try to escape from the fire, but they will not be able to 
escape and theirs will be a permanent chastisement." [Surah 5, verses 36/7] 

Reference should be made to verse 161 of Surah Baqarah for the detailed 
explanation of the verse upon them will be the curse of Allah, the angels and mankind 
at large. 
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PART FOUR 

(92) You shall never reach unto goodness until you spend of that which you love. 
Whatever good you spend, then certainly Allah is Aware of it. 

THE WEALTH MOST BELOVED TO ONE SHOULD BE SPENT IN 
THE WAY OF ALLAH 

This verse encourages spending in the path of Allah and expresses that one 
cannot attain true goodness and virtue unless the wealth held most dear to the 
heart is spent in the path of Allah. The venerable Companions (Sahaba) ^ fa 
were most eager to practise upon each command of Allah, so when this verse 
was revealed, they assessed which of their wealth was most beloved to them and 
spent it in Allah's way. 

Sayyidina Anas -up fa reports that Sayyidina Abu Talha -up fa was the 
wealthiest of all the Ansar in terms of the number of orchards that he owned in 
Madinah. Opposite the Mosque (Masjid)xm Nabawi stood one of his orchards in 
which was a well named Bir Ha. The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up fa often used to 
drink there. This was his most beloved orchard. 

When the above verse was revealed, he presented himself before the Holy 
Prophet ^jUpi saying, "Bir Ha is dearest to me of all my wealth, so I wish 
to donate it in the way of Allah, in anticipation of the reward thereof and so that 
it be stored as a treasure for me in the Hereafter. You may spend it as you please 
in a worthy cause." The Holy Prophet ^L, 3 Up fa commented, "This orchard 
has earned a grand profit! I propose that it be distributed amongst some of your 
relatives." Sayyidina Abu Talha -up fa accepted the proposal of the Holy 
Prophet (JL^^^ and distributed it amongst some of his cousins. [Bukhari v. I 
p. 197] 

"Durrul Manthur" narrates other incidents similar to this. Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Umar -up fa ^ Jf upon hearing this verse, freed his most beloved 
Roman slave-girl called Mirjana. Once Sayyidina Umar -up &s wrote to 
Sayyidina Abu Musa Ash'ari -up fa to purchase a slave for him from the 
prisoners of Jalula. When she was presented before him, he recited the above 
verse and freed her. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Munkadir Up &\ relates that when the above 
verse was revealed, Sayyidina Zaid bin Haritha -up fa donated his most 
precious horse in charity. ("Durrul Manthur" v.2 p.50) 
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Every person holds a different thing beloved to himself and even a person 
who spends of his limited financial resources shall be included in the intention of 
the verse, since the little money he has is naturally dearest to him. The broad 
context of the verse encompasses all forms of charity, be they the obligatory 
Zakah or optional sadaqa. Even though a person shall certainly attain reward for 
giving in charity those things that may be in excess to his needs (like discarded 
clothing, etc.), the full reward will only be had once a person spends the things 
that are most precious to him. It is for this reason that certain commentators 
translate the word "birr" (translated above as "goodness") to mean 'complete 
virtue' in reference to this complete reward to be attained for spending of the 
most beloved items of wealth. The verse does not mean that one should not spent 
of those things that are not beloved, but it encourages spending of the best. 

"Whatever good you spend, then certainly Allah is aware of it." Sayyidina Umar 
«up ibi narrates that the Holy Prophet ^JL, 3 <A± &\ said that a person shall be 
in the protection of Allah and all his shortcomings and sins will be concealed in 
both the worlds if he recites the following du'a when wearing his clothes: 

"Alhamdu Iillahil Ladhi Kasani Ma Uwaari Bihi Awrati Wa 
Atajammalu Bihi Fi Hayati" 

(TRANSLATION: All praise be to Allah who has clothed me with that which 
conceals my shame and with which I beautify myself during my life) ["Mishkatul Masabih" 
p. 377 from Ahmad, Tirmidhi and Von Majah] 



(93) All food was lawful unto the Bani Isra'Il except that which Isra'Il forbade 
for himself before the Torah was revealed. Say, "Bring the Torah and read it to 
us if you are truthful/' (94) Whoever, shall invent a lie upon Allah after this, 
then these are indeed the oppressors. (95) Say, "Allah has spoken the truth!" So 
follow the creed of Ibrahim who pursued the truth while veering far away from 
falsehood, and was never from the idolaters. 

WHAT WAS LAWFUL IN THE CREED OF SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM Up 

A narration in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.2 p326) states that the Jews objected to 
the Holy Prophet <JL-j U* ito saying, "You claim to follow the creed of 
Sayyidina Ibrahim ^LJ\ ^JLp whereas he never consumed the meat of camels, nor 
drank its milk. It seems that you are not really following him." In response, the 
Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ told them that these things were lawful for Sayyidina 
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Ibrahim ^lJ\ Up. They retorted by saying that everything that was forbidden for 
Sayyidina Nuh Up and Sayyidina Ibrahim f%J» u* was what was transmitted 
to them and, therefore, forbidden in their religiofwas well. Allah revealed the 
above verse in refutation of this claim of theirs. 

The verse declares that all types of food was permissible for the Bani Isra'il 
except those things that Isra'il [Sayyidina Ya'qub Up] forbade upon himself 
before the revelation of the Torah. Commentators mention that the flesh and 
milk of camels were also lawful for them, as it was for Sayyidina Ibrahim Up 
as well. These things were made forbidden by Sayyidina Ya'qub fXJi Up for 
himself only, and his progeny (the Bani Isra'il) adhered to this practice of his. 
Allah did not prohibit these foods in the Torah. 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas -up &\ narrates that Sayyidina Yaqub Up 
suffered from an illness called 'Trqun Nisa". He took a vow to abstain from his 
most beloved food if he was cured. Since his favourite food was the meat and 
milk of camels, he forbade these two foods on himself once he was cured. ["Ruhul 
Ma'am" vA p.2] 

The Jews thought that the prohibition stemmed from the time of Sayyidina 
Ibrahim Up and consequently objected to the fact that the Holy Prophet JU> 
pJL. $ Up iui consumed these two foods while claiming to be from his creed. 

"Say, 'Bring the Torah and read it to us if you are truthful (in your claim that these 
things were declared unlawful in the Torah). " Sayyidina Ibrahim Up lived 
thousands of years before the recipient of the Torah i.e. Sayyidina Musa Up. 
Therefore, it is not possible that these things were forbidden for Sayyidina 
Ibrahim Up when the Torah says nothing about their prohibition. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (vA p.3) states that the Jews were rendered 
speechless by this challenge and could not recite any substantiation from the 
Torah. He mentions further that this is also a proof of the apostleship of the Holy 
Prophet p-L*j Up iwi JL? since he had no previous knowledge of any of the past 
divine scriptures. He could only have received knowledge of this from divine 
revelation. 

"Whoever shall invent a lie upon Allah after this, then these are indeed the 
oppressors. "These people accepted falsehood after the truth was made apparent 
to them. This behaviour was a great oppression upon themselves as well as upon 
those who followed them. 

THE INSTRUCTION TO FOLLOW THE CREED OF SAYYIDINA 
IBRAHIM f *J» Up 

"Say, 'Allah has spoken the truth!' (i.e. all foods were originally Lawful (Halal) for 
the Bani Isra'il). So follow the creed of Ibrahim f^Ut Up who pursued the truth while 
veering far away from falsehood, and was never from the idolaters." Whatever 
Sayyidina Isra'il fiLJ\ Up forbade on himself for personal reasons will not be 
forbidden upon Sayyidina Ibrahim fiLJs Up. Therefore, the creed of Sayyidina 
Ibrahim fiLJ\ Up should still be adhered to; and this creed is none other than the 
religion of Islam. 
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Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 



This-verse describes Sayyidina Ibrahim Up as being "hanifah." This 
(as translated) refers to him being strictly adherent to the truth and far away 
from all types of falsehood and false religions. He practised all the divine 
Injunctions concerning Lawful and Unlawful, and never practiced 
polytheism (shirk). Therefore, the Jews are also reminded of the fact that 
although they also claim to be his followers, they have resorted to 
polytheism and infidelity . 




(96) Indeed the first house designated for man was the one at Bakkah which is 
blessed and a guidance for mankind. (97) Therein are clear signs, the place 
(Maqam) of Ibrahim. Whoever enters therein shall be safe. Pilgrimage (Hajj) to 
the House is a duty unto Allah for those of mankind who are able to find a way 
there. Whoever rejects, then surely Allah is independent of the entire universe. 

CONSTRUCTION OF THE KA'BA AND THE OBLIGATION OF HAJJ 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" reports from Ibn Juraij 4* & that the Jews claimed that 
the Baitul Muqaddas was superior in status than the Ka'ba. They made this claim 
on the grounds that it was the place of migration for numerous Prophets 

and because it was a pure and holy land. The Muslim maintained that the 
Ka'ba was really superior. Upon this altercation, the above verse was revealed. 

Sayyidina Mujahid Up i» i^j says that when the foregoing verse (verse 95) 
was revealed instructing the infidels (kuffar) to follow the creed of Sayyidina 
Ibrahim Up, the above verse followed to impress upon them the virtue and 
reverence of the Ka'ba, which formed part of this creed. 

" indeed the first house designated for man was the one at Bakkah, which is 

blessed and a guidance for mankind." This means that this first building built was at 
Makkah i.e. the Ka'ba. This is a place of "barakah," meaning that abundant good 
is present there. The rewards of actions performed there are greatly multiplied 
and the person performing Hajj or Umrah will be forgiven. 

Besides this, there are also many blessings attached to it, which are referred 
to in the following verse of Surah Qasas. Allah says, "The fruits of everything are 
drawn here as a provision from Us" {Surah 28, verse 57]. This is witnessed up to this 
day. Every kind of food and manufactured article can be found in Makkah and 
so many animals are slaughtered there, more than in any other part of the world. 

" .....guidance for mankind." This means that it is a guide to Heaven 

(Jannah). ["Ruhul Ma'ani" vA p.25] The Muslims of the entire world also face 
towards it in their Salah. 

" the first house..." This means that the construction of Sayyidina Ibrahim 
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^yuJ\ Up was not the first time that the Ka'ba was built. Its inception was before 
this. "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l p. 328) records many other opinions in this regard. 

Some commentators say that the Ka'ba was the first construction that 
appeared upon the water two thousand years before the creation of the heavens 
and the earth. At that time it was merely in the form of a white bubble and 
thereafter the earth spread out from underneath it. This is the opinion of 
Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar &\ and Sayyidina Mujahid Up ibt ^ and 
Sayyidina Qatadah Up i«i 

Others like Sayyidina Ali bin Husain Up iui ^ (known as Zaynul Abidin) 
maintain that the Ka'ba was the first construction built upon the earth. Beneath 
His throne, Allah appointed a place for the angels to make Tawaf, called the 
Baitul Ma'mur. Then Allah commanded the angels on the earth construct a 
similar place on earth directly beneath the original in the heavens (Baitul 
Ma'mur). Those on the earth were commanded to make Tawaf of this Ka'ba. 

Another opinion is that the angels constructed the Ka'ba two thousand 
years before the creation of Sayyidina Adam ftLJ\ Up. When he used to make Hajj 
of the Ka'ba, the angels would tell him, "Oh Adam, may Allah accept your Hajj. 
We made Hajj of this house two thousand years before you." 

All these narrations point to the fact that Sayyidina Ibrahim f&Js Up was not 
the first constructor of the Ka'ba. For this reason he says in Surah Ibrahim, "Our 
Lord, indeed I have settled some of my offspring in a place of no vegetation, close to Your 
sacred house" [Surah 14, verse 37]. He mentioned this despite the fact that there was 
no building there at the time. 

Allah says in Surah Hajj, "When We showed Ibrahim the place of the house" 
[Surah 22, verse 26]. Commentators mention that this verse means that Sayyidina 
Ibrahim (OLJi Up was shown the appointed location of the Ka'ba since there was 
no visible structure there at that time. 

THE DATE OF THE KA'BA'S CONSTRUCTION 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.17 p.142) states that the Ka'ba was 
constructed a total of five times. The first time it was built by the angels from a 
red ruby, long before Sayyidina Adam f*>Ui Up. It was then raised to the heavens 
during the floods of Sayyidina Nuh fU~Jt Up. Thereafter, Allah instructed 
Sayyidina Ibrahim r *>LJ» Up to rebuild it. Allah sent a strong wind, which scattered 
the sands upon its foundation, thus making it apparent for him to view it. He 
constructed the Ka'ba upon this original location. 

The third time it was rebuilt by the Quraish and the Holy Prophet Up &\ 
pi, _j also participated in the reconstruction. When the time came to place the 
Hajratul Aswad (Black stone) into its position, the tribes argued about who would 
get the honour of doing this. They arrived at the agreement that whoever will 
emerge from a certain street and enter the Masjidul Haram, shall decide the 
matter. The first person was none other than the illustrious Holy Prophet ^ 
(JL-j Up. He was regarded by all as Al Amin (the trustzuorthy), so they all agreed to 
abide by his decision. He placed the black stone (Hajjarul Aswad) upon a shawl 
and then told the leaders of each tribe to lift the shawl (Sheet) towards the desired 
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location. When they all obliged, he then personally fitted it into position. This 
incident transpired fifteen years before declaration of his Prophethood. 

The fourth reconstruction was that of Sayyidina Abdullah bin Zubair ifo 
«up, and the fifth was by Hajjaj bin Yusuf, which still stands up to this day. Since 
this fifth occasion, only alterations and renovations have taken place, but no 
changes have been made to the original structure itself. 

Certain other commentators have also made mention of the construction 
work undertaken by Sayyidina Adam f*>LJt Up, his son Shith <v>LJ\ -op, the Amaliqa 
and Bani Jurhum tribe ["Ruhul hAa'ani" vA p.5]. Bearing all this in mind, it is 
understood that the first construction was carried out by either Sayyidina Adam 
r ^LJi Up or the angels and, according to Ahadith, even the reconstruction of 
Sayyidina Ibrahim {%J\ Up was before the building of the Baitul Muqaddas. 

"BAKKAH" AND MAKKAH 

The verse refers to the Ka'ba as being in "Bakkah", which is commonly 
referred to as Makkah, as in verse 24 of Surah Fatah. Sayyidina Mujahid Up <u>\ ^ 
says that the "ba" and the "mim" are similar in pronunciation and the Arabs 
often substitute the one for the other, resulting in the interusage of the words 
Makkah and Bakkah. 

Other commentators like Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ &\ mention a difference 
in the two words, saying that the word Bakkah refers specifically to the 
geographical location of the Ka'ba. Sayyidina Ikrama Up &\ u^j is of the opinion 
that the area between the two mountains is known as Bakkah and the rest is 
called Makkah. Another opinion states that the entire Haram is called Makkah. 
[Al Jami'ul Latiffi Fadli Makkah wa Bina'i Baitish Sharif p. 136.] 

"Therein are clear signs, the place (Maqam) of Ibrahim." Some of the signs are 
natural while others are holistic. Some of the holistic signs are that it is a 
"guidance for mankind, - a sanctuary of safety for the one who enters it and a place 
of pilgrimage for the one able to perform this sacred act. 

Of the natural signs is the "Maqam" of Sayyidina Ibrahim £*~A\ Up, which is 
still in existence to this day. It is a stone that served the purpose of a stepladder, 
which Sayyidina Ibrahim f*~A\ Up used to construct the Ka'ba. Another of these 
"signs" is that whoever attempted to destroy the Ka'ba was himself obliterated, 
as was the ease with the renowned incident of people of the elephants. Abraha, 
the leader of Yemen, marched with an army of elephants to destroy the Ka'ba, 
but Allah sent a flight of birds who rained pebbles upon them, totally 
annihilating them. Mention is made of this incident in Surah Fil (105th Surah of 
the Qur'art). 

These are the virtues cited concerning the Ka'ba. On the other hand, none of 
these can be said about the Baitul Muqaddas. It is not more blessed than the 
Ka'ba, neither will the Salah performed there match the reward of the Salah 
performed at the Ka'ba. It is also not the Qibla for Salah, nor does the person 
entering it become safe. 

"Whoever enters therein shall he safe" After completing the Ka'ba, Sayyidina 
Ibrahim ^LJ\ Up prayed to Allah thus, "O my Lord, make this city a place of security" 
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[Surah Baqarah, verse 126]. This supplication (du'a) of his was accepted and Makkah 
was made a place of safety. While the Arabs would kill and rob each other 
elsewhere, none would do so within the precincts of the Haram. Allah says in 
Surah Ankabut, "Do they not see that we have made the haram a place of safety, while 
people are being plundered in its vicinity?" [Surah 29, verse 67] 

It is narrated in Bukhari (v.l p.247) that the Holy Prophet aJLp &\ said, 
"Allah declared this city to be sacred the day He created the heavens and the 
earth, and it shall remain as such till the Day of Judgment, because of the sanctity 
of Allah Himself. Fighting was never permitted for any before me, neither was it 
permitted for me except for a part of a day. It shall now remain sacred with the 
sanctity of Allah till the Day of Judgment. So let not any thorn therein be cut, nor 
any of the game hunted, nor any lost item be lifted except with the intention of 
announcing for its owner, and even the grass may not be cut." Sayyidina Ibn 
Abbas iv requested, "O the Holy Prophet jJl- j 4i* ibi ju, make an exception 
for the grass of 'Idhkhir' since it is used by the goldsmiths of Makkah and by its 
people for their homes (they used it for their roofs)." The Holy Prophet 4> ibi J^> 
jJL- j then said, "Except the Idhkhir grass." i.e. this grass may be cut. 

According to another narration the Holy Prophet (JL- j 4Jp ifci JU said, "Verily 
Allah has declared Makkah to be sacred, but people have not. It is not 
permissible for the person who believes in Allah and the Last Day to spill blood 
therein, nor to cut any of its trees. If any person uses the action of the messenger 
of Allah pJL- j 4JL* iui JUto justify his action, then tell him that Allah had granted the 
concession for His Prophet <JL- 3 U* ifci and not for him. Allah has only granted 
me this permission for a part of the day, and this sanctity has now returned as it 
had been yesterday." [Bukhari v.l p.12] 

It is gathered from all of the above that the sanctity prayed for by Sayyidina 
Ibrahim fiLJ\ 4i* is prevalent to this day. 

Scholar (Imam) Abu Hanifa 4i* &\ ju^ and his companions 4ip ibi ^ maintain 
that if someone kills or severs the limb of another within the Haram, then 
remains therein, retaliation (Qisas) shall be taken in the Haram itself. However, a 
person who does this outside the Haram, then enters it, shall be forced to emerge 
from there. None should sell anything to him, nor should any food be allowed to 
reach him so that he may emerge due to starvation. Only then that retaliation 
(Qisas) be taken. 

Imam Malik *ip &\ ^ and Imam Shafi'I 4ip ifci ^ are of the opinion that 
Qisas be taken in each of the above cases [Allama ]assds & ^ J in Ahkamul Qur'an 
v.2 p.21\. The opinion of Imam Abu Hanifa 4i* &\ ^ does not contradict the verse 
"Whoever enters therein shall be safe," since the first situation conforms perfectly to 
it. Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ it is reported to have said, "The Haram grants 
safety to whoever seeks safety therein, except for the one who commits murder. 
The Haram shall not offer safety to him and he shall not be given anything to eat 
or drink until he emerges. When he comes out from the Haram, justice shall be 
taken from him." [Ibn Kathir <Op i»i *>, v.l p.384] This verdict of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 
4ip &\ ^ j corresponds to that of Imam Abu Hanifa 4> ifci i^j. 

"Pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House is a duty unto Allah for those of mankind who are 
able to find a way there." This verse specifies which people should perform the 
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Hajj. Once a person asked the Holy Prophet .pL* j ^ & the meaning of "a way 
there." The reply was, "Funds (for the journey) and transport." According to 
another narration, a person enquired from the Prophet ito'JU what it was 

that made Hajj obligatory. He replied, "Funds and transport." ["Mishkatul Masabih" 
p. 222] * ^ ■ 

THE WARNING AGAINST NEGLECTING HAJJ 

"Durrul Manthur" narrates that Sayyidina Umar it said, "I intend to 
dispatch people to all the cities to find those wealthy ones who have not 
performed Hajj. I shall impose the atonement (]izya) on them. These people are 
not Muslims! These people are not Muslims!" It is also reported that he said, "If 
- people neglect the Hajj, I shall fight them just like I would fight those who 
neglect Salah and Zakah." 

It is learnt from the Qur'an and Ahadith that Hajj is incumbent on those 
who possess the means to go to and return from Makkah. Many people have this 
wealth but do not perform the Hajj. They should carefully consider these 
warnings. 

Some people have burdened themselves with unnecessary expenses like 
purchasing expensive items and bringing elaborate gifts. All this they add to 
their Hajj expenses, thus inflating the cost quite considerably. For this reason, 
some find themselves incapable of performing the Hajj and leave this world as 
sinful neglecters of the Hajj obligation. 

It also occurs that they possess sufficient wealth, but they delay in 
performing it due to extravagant wedding expenses or other such futile vanities. 
Others procrastinate and only perform the Hajj once they have become too old 
and weak to adequately perform the duties of Hajj. There are still others who 
remain waiting to fulfill their business obligations and pass on without 
performing the Hajj. The Holy Prophet ^ ^ & has said that the person 
who is not prevented from Hajj by a pressing need, nor an oppressive ruler, nor 
an illness, and still does not perform the Hajj, may die either as a Jew if he 
pleases, or as a Christian. ["Mishkatul Masabih" p. 222 from Darmi] 

Numerous millionaires die without ever performing the Hajj. They 
boastfully squander thousands on weddings, yet cannot find the heart to spend 
on Hajj. Others mock and jeer at the Hajj and some even deny its obligation, 
thereby including themselves in the ranks of the infidels. Those who, despite 
possessing the means and also accepting the obligation, yet do not perform the 
Hajj are not infidels but certainly perpetrate the action of the infidels (kuffar). 

These negligent people only harm themselves and do not hurt Allah in the 
least. Allah does not need the worship of any person, as He says thereafter, 
"Whoever rejects, then surely Allah is Independent of the entire universe." This verse 
includes those who deny the obligation of Hajj as well as those who are 
practically negligent. The detailed laws of Hajj may be found in the books of 
Islamic jurisprudence (Fiqh) and many have been passed in the commentary of 
the verse, "Complete the Hajj and Umrahfor Allah" [Surah Baqarah, verse 196] 
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(98) Say, "O People of the Book, why do you disbelieve in the verses of Allah 
when Allah is Witness over what you do?" (99) Say, "Oh People of the Book, 
why do you prevent the believer from the way of Allah, seeking some distortion 
therein, when you are yourselves witnesses? Allah is not unaware of what you 
do." (100) O you who believe, if you obey a party from those who have been 
disbelievers after your belief. (101) How can you disbelieve when the verses of 
Allah are recited to you and the messenger is in your midst? Whoever holds fast 
to Allah has certainly been guided to the straight path. (102) O you who believe, 
fear Allah as He should be feared and do not die except as Muslims. (103) Hold 
fast to the rope of Allah, all of you, and do not separate. Recall Allah's bounty 
on you when you were enemies and He created love between your hearts and, 
by His grace, you became brothers thereafter. You were upon the brink of an 
abyss of the fire and He rescued you therefrom. In this way, does Allah expound 
for you His revelation so that you may be guided. 

DISCORD BETWEEN THE MUSLIMS BECAUSE OF THE 
TREACHERY OF THE JEWS AND THE COMMAND TO BE UNITED 
AND CONSOLIDATED 

"Durrul Manthur" (v.2 p.57) relates the incident of an old Jew by the name of 
Shas bin Qais. He was a staunch disbeliever and harboured great enmity and 
jealousy for the Muslims. He once passed by a gathering of certain individuals of 
the Aus and Khazraj tribes engaged in discussion. (There existed much enmity 
between these two tribes during the period of ignorance). He detested to see 
their reunion and congenial relationship, so he summoned Jewish youngster to 
sit with them to remind them of their previous conflicts and recite couplets to 
them with regard to "Yaumul Bu'ath" (This was an extremely furious battle 
between these two tribes in which the Aus were victorious). 

In compliance with his instructions, the youngster- sat with them and said 
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such things that rekindled old flames and each of the tribes began to boast of 
their superiority to the other. The situation reached such a stage that two persons 
actually started fighting and both parties resolved to do battle. The call to war 
was made from the Harra (a rocky plain of Madinah) and members of both tribes 
began to gather. 

When the Holy Prophet ,JL-_j <^ & learnt of the situation, he, 
accompanied by a group of the Muhajirin, went to them and addressed them 
thus, "O party of Muslims! Fear Allah! Are you now inspired by the call of the 
period of ignorance while I am still present with you and Allah has guided you 
to Islam? How is this possible when Allah has granted you honour by means of 
Islam, obliterated the things of ignorance rescued you from infidelity (kufr), and 
created love between yourselves? Do you wish to revert to your previous 
condition of disbelief?" 

Upon this address of the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up &\ JL>, both tribes realised 
that their incitement to fight was from Satan (Shaytan) and their enemies. They all 
cast aside their weapons, began to weep and hugged each other. In this way 
Allah thwarted the scheme of the Jew, regarding whom two of the above verses 
were revealed viz. "Say, 'O People of the Book, why do yon disbelieve in the verses of 
Allah when Allah is Witness over what you do? Say, 'O People of the Book, why do you 
prevent the believer from the way of Allah, seeking some distortion, when you are 
yourselves witnesses? Allah is not-unaware of what you do." 

With regard to the two who started the fighting (their names being Aus and 
Jabar) as well as those who joined them, Allah revealed, "O you who believe, if you 
obey a party from those who have been given the Book, they shall make you disbelievers 
after your belief... (up to the end of verse 105)." 

In the opening verses, Allah addresses the Jews (Shas bin Qais being one of 
them) that they disbelieve in the revelation of Allah, having full knowledge of 
the gravity of their action. They even placed obstacles in the way of the Muslims 
and sought to find faults in the religion of Allah. They are warned to contemplate 
over their behaviour and hatred for the Muslims, since it shall cause them 
destruction in both the worlds. 

The subsequent verses are directed to the Muslims (including Aus, Jabar 
and the others) that if they fall prey to the dictates of the Ahlul Kitab (People of the 
Book), they will not be allowed to remain upon Islam. A Muslim should be aware 
of the ways in which the infidels (kuffar) work and should understand that they 
are never content with Islam. 

Allah goes on to remind them, "How can you disbelieve when the verses of Allah 
are recited to you and the messenger is in your midst?" By letting go of the verses of 
Allah and the teachings of the Holy Prophet <X*$ ii.'JU, a Muslim shall be 
overcome by the disbelievers (kuffar) and become one of them. Therefore Allah 
continues to say, 

"Wlwever holds fast to Allah has certainly been guided to the straight path." 

"O you who believe, fear Allah as He should be feared..." Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Mas'ud <up ifo is reported to have said that the meaning of this verse is that a 
person should obey Allah, abstain from His disobedience, remember Him and 
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never forget Him. 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up &\ interprets the verse to mean that a Muslim 
should fight in Jihad (religion war) as he is supposed to and he should never fear 
the taunts and censuring of others with regard to Allah. He should be steadfast 
upon justice even though it may be in opposition to his very own parents. 

["Durrul Manthur" v.2 p.59] 

"...and do not die except as Muslims/' This emphasises that a person should be 
firm upon Islam till his dying moments. 

"Holdfast to the rope of Allah, all of yon, and do not separate." O Sayyidina Abu 
Sa'id Khudri <up &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ said, 'The 
Book of Allah (Qur'an) is His rope that is suspended from the heavens to the 
earth/' According to another Hadith the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 «Jlp &\ said, "This 
Qur'an is the rope of Allah, one end of which is in His hand and the other is in 
your hands. Hold fast thereupon because whoever will do so shall never go 
astray." ["Durrul Manthur" v.2 p. 60] 

Letting go of the Qur'an causes a person to stray from the truth. The verse 
emphasises that the Muslims "do not separate" into various splinter groups, which 
is the inevitable result of leaving the Qur'an. This is the factor that has weakened 
the Muslims and given the infidels (kuffar) the upper hand to manipulate the 
Muslims as they please. 

"Recall Allah's bounty on yon when you were enemies He created love between 
your hearts and, by His grace, you became brothers thereafter. You were upon the brink 
of an abyss of the fire and He rescued you therefrom." The tribes of Aus and Khazraj 
were infidels (kuff&r) (therefore on the brink of Hell) before Allah guided them to 
Islam. There existed such enmity between them that, in the words of Ibn Is'haq 
aJlp &\ they fought a battle for 120 years. When they accepted Islam, Allah 
extinguished the flames of war between them and created love and friendship 
between their hearts. "In this way Allah expounds for yon His revelation so that you 
maybe guided." ["Durrul Manthur" v.2 p.61] 

A WORD OF CAUTION 

These verses open with the instruction to fear Allah as He should be feared 
and then advises people to die as Muslims and not to succumb to the deceptions 
of Satan (Shay tan), the enemies of Islam and the love of the world. Thereafter 
Allah instructs all the Muslims to stand as a united body, since unity is the 
backbone of any nation. 

Unity can only be attained once the people of every tribe, nationality and 
region subdue their personal emotions and sentiments to strive for the 
establishment of the power and glory of Islam. One can well imagine the 
strength and might of the Muslims if they are all united under a single leader 
and all their countries, extending from the east to the west, are one. 

The enemies of Islam have kindled the various prejudices amongst the 
Muslims, thereby dividing them into so many different petty states. They have 
spurred Arabs to detest living under the rule of non- Arabs; Yemenis, Iraqis and 
Syrians to dislike the leadership of the Hijaz. In a similar way Sindhis do not 
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want to be ruled by Panjabis, Bangalis refuse to be under the leadership ol 
Pathans and non-Bengalis reject to be governed by the Bengalis. 

The Holy Prophet jJL-* & JL* said, "You should listen and obey your 
leader when he leads by the Book of Allah, even if he be a person whose nose 
and ears are cut off." [Muslim v.2 p. 120] 

In another hadith the Holy Prophet -JL-^ & J** said, "Hearken and obey 
even though such a person is appointed over you who is an Abysinnian slave 
having a head as tiny as a raisin." [Bukhari v.2 p.105] 

Sayyidina Ubada bin Samit ^ &\ narrates that they took allegiance by 
the hand of the Holy Prophet jJL-^ aJlp &\ J^> that they would hearken and obey 
during times of hardship and ease, willingly and unwillingly. They also swore to 
be obedient even though others be given preference over them. In addition to 
this they undertook to never fight their leader unless he was perpetrating clear 
infidelity, which was evident from the Book of Allah. [Muslim v.2 p. 125] 

It is gleaned from these Ahadith that the Leader of the Muslims (Amirul 
Mu'minin) should be obeyed in all circumstances as long as he rules by the 
Qur'an. All his orders must be adhered to even though they be contrary to one's 
personal desires and inclinations. Even if he does not act in accordance to one's 
advice, he should be obeyed, just as he would be obeyed when acting in 
accordance to the same. 

By mentioning of an Abysinnian slave, the Holy Prophet ^» ^ &\ J^> 
eliminated the racial prejudice that may creep in, and by mentioning the person 
whose nose and ears are cut, he overruled the prejudice of physical features. In 
mentioning the Abysinnian, The Holy Prophet <JL- • Up ibi also pointed to the 
fact that should a non-Quraish person become the Amirul Mu'minin (contrary to 
the ideal), he must also be supported. 

It often occurs that a person may disagree with the opinion or approach of 
the Leader of the Muslims (Amirul Mu'minin) and the thought may arise that he 
was wrong. The Holy Prophet ^ advised the Ummah that such 

differences should be ignored and the Leader of the Muslims (Amirul Mu'minin) 
ardently backed. The only exception will be if his decision is clearly in opposition 
to the Qur'an, entailing an act of infidelity (knfr). 

There are many guidelines in the Ahadith with regard to the relationship 
between the leader and his subordinates, but only so much has been cited above 
as shall be sufficient to ensure the consolidation and unity of the Muslim 
Ummah. The only solution to the plight if the Muslims is that they set aside all 
national, geographical and other differences and hold fast to the rope of Allah. 
Linguistic and administrative differences should not be a cause of dispute, but a 
pious person should be appointed as the Leader of the Muslims (Amirul 
Mu'minin). The inefficient European system of democracy should not be 
implemented since it would only serve to bring into power an incompetent and 
irreligious person. 

Lesson: The above verse advocates unity ("Holdfast to the rope of Allah, all of 
you../'), then it warns against disunity ("and do not separate"). This point is also 
emphasised in other verses such as in Surah An'am where Allah says, "And 
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indeed this is my straight path, so follow it Do not follow other paths, for they will 
deviate yon from Allah's path. These are the things with which Allah has solemnly 
commanded you so that you may adopt piety (taqwa)." [Surah 6, verse 153] 

Differences in the various schools of jurisprudence have never been a cause 
for disunity since Hanafis, Shaft' is, Malikis and Hanbalis have always stood side 
by side, respecting each other. Even the Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ 
experienced differences in their interpretations of the various injunctions of Din 
(religion), but they remained inseparable. If ever there existed any difference of 
considerable proportion, it was never due to, anything else but their affection 
and concern for the Din (religion). These were all attributed to errors in personal 
Judgment since none of them ever wished to harm the Din (religion) in any way. 
Only those in pursuit of their personal motives cannot unite with the people of 
Haqq (right). 

Even enmity of 120 years (as existed between the Aus and Khazraj) can be 
transformed into brotherly love, so why can the mere national and political 
differences of today's Muslims not be solved in the interests of Islam's 
establishment? It is the responsibility of the leaders to practise Islam and 
encourage their subjects to do the same. At the same time, the greed of rule and 
dominate should be abated and then it shall easy to achieve unity. 

The tragedy of today's circumstances is that the Muslim leaders have no 
association with Islam and even display their aversion to the laws of the Shari'ah 
and object Jto them. They prefer their positions of leadership to the greater 
interests of Muslim unity, even though the Muslim masses oppose them. In such 
a climate how can unity be possibly achieved? 

There are people who are Muslim by name but, because of their objections 
against Islam and their incorrect beliefs, they join the ranks of the infidels (kuffar). 
Such people are also included in the purport of the verse, upon the brink of an 
abyss of the fire." They may be saved from the terrible torment of the Hell by 
accepting Islam in the true perspective. The verse of Allah is applicable till 
eternity when He says, "In this way Allah expounds for you His revelation so that you 
may be guided. " 
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(104) There should be a group from you who invite towards good, enjoin right 
and forbid evil. These are indeed the successful ones. (105) Do not be like those 
who separated and disputed after the clear signs had come to them. For such 
people, there shall be an awful chastisement. (106) The day when some faces 
will be illuminated while others shall be darkened. As for those whose faces 
shall be darkened, it will be said to them, "Had you disbelieved after believing? 
So taste the punishment because of your disbelief." (107) As for those whose 
faces shall be illuminated, they will be in the mercy of Allah, where they shall 
abide forever. (108) These are the verses of Allah that We recite to you in truth. 
Allah intends no oppression on the universe. (109) Unto Allah alone belongs 
whatever is in the heavens and the earth, and unto Him are all things returned. 

THERE SHOULD ALWAYS BE A GROUP THAT CALL TO GOOD, 
ENJOIN RIGHT AND FORBID EVIL 

The duty of every Muslim is to practise the teachings of Allah' s book and 
that of His Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up ifo JL». They should continue doing good and 
abstaining from evil. At the same time, it is also their duty to prevent others from 
perpetrating evil and enjoin them to enact righteous deeds. It is not sufficient 
that a Muslim should himself be righteous, but he must also ensure that he 
invites others to do good, enjoin what is right and forbid the wrong. In this way 
the Islamic social community may remain intact. 

Due to the instigation of Satan (Shay tan) and the inherent bestiality within 
man, he is often distracted from the obligations (Faraidh) and compulsories 
(Wajibat) of Din (religion). For this reason, he has to be reminded to do good and 
abstain from evil. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF ENJOINING GOOD AND FORBIDDING 
EVIL (AMR BIL MA'RUF WAN NAHYANIL MUNKAR) 

The above verse invokes the Muslims that there should always be a group 
amongst them that will bear this responsibility of "Arm Bil Ma'rufWan Nahy Anil 
Munkar". They should encourage others to do those deeds that attract the 
pleasure of Allah and forbid them from doing anything that will invite His 
wrath. 

After another five verses, the same subject is reiterated, and in Surah 
Taubah Allah says, "The believing men and the believing women are auxiliaries to each 
other. They enjoin good, forbid evil, establish Salah, pay Zakah, and obey Allah and His 
messenger. These are the ones on whom Allah shall soon shower mercy. Verily Allah is 
Mighty, The Wise." [Surah 9, verse 71]. Besides these there are many more verses 
elucidating the importance of "Amr bil Ma'ruf wan Nahy anil Munkar". The above 
verse of Surah Taubah highlights the fact that this deed is an integral trait of 
every Muslim. 

The Ahadith are also replete with the virtues of enjoining Good and 
forbidding Evil (Amr Bil Ma'rufWan Nahy Anil Munkar). In a hadith of Muslim 
(v.l p. 51) the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up & J^> said, "Whoever sees an evil deed should 
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prevent it with his hand. If he is unable to do this, he should change it with his 
tongue (stop it with his tongue). If he cannot even do this, then he should 
consider it an evil within his heart and this is the weakest form of Belief (Iman)/' 

It is thus understood that every person is entrusted with the duty of 
enjoining Good and forbidding Evil (Amr Bil Ma'rufWan Nahy Anil Munkar). The 
elders of a household and the managers of a firm or company possess the 
authority to enforce what is right and rectify the wrong. It is indeed sad that 
people now teach their children only the skills of the world and business. They 
pay no heed to educate them with regard to the obligations (Faraidh) and 
compulsories (Wajibat) of Din (religion)l 

THE NEGLIGENCE OF THOSE IN AUTHORITY 

There are many people appointed to various positions of authority but do 
not concern themselves with instructing others with the (Faraidh) and 
compulsories (Wajibat) of Din (religion). They do not even bother to address the 
wrong being perpetrated before them and many in such positions indulge in 
major sins themselves. Not only do they fail to enjoin good, but they go to the 
extreme of commanding their subordinates to carry out sinful acts to maintain 
their positions. Salah is also often found neglected in the performance of official 
tasks. 

Describing the qualities of the people of Belief (Iman) when appointed to 
positions of authority, Allah says in Surah Hajj, "They are such that if We grant 
them sovereignty in the land, they establish Salah, pay Zakah, enjoin right and forbid 
evil The result of every action is with Allah/' [Surah 22, verse 41] 

THE PUNISHMENT IN THIS WORLD FOR DISCARDING 
ENJOINING GOOD AND FORBIDDING EVIL {AMR BIL MA'RUF 
WAN NAHY ANIL MUNKAR) 

The chastisement for discarding enjoining Good and forbidding Evil (Amr 
Bil Ma'riif Wan Nahy Anil Munkar) despite possessing the capability is indeed 
very grievous. Although the person's position may seem favourable in this 
world, he will regret most bitterly in the Hereafter when he sees the result of it. 
The pending doom shall manifest itself in this world first and the person's 
prayers (du'as) will not even be answered. 

Sayyidina Jarir bin Abdullah a* ifo narrates that he heard the Holy 
Prophet jJL-j Up say, "When an individual of any group commits a sin and 

they do not prevent him despite being able to do so, Allah shall inflict upon them 
a punishment before they leave this world." [Abu Dawud v.l p.240] 

Jabir i» narrated that the Prophet jJL-j Up i»» said, "Allah once 
instructed Jibr'il Up to overturn a particular town together with its residents. 
Jibr'il (v>i3 Up said, 'O my Lord, there is a person from them who has not 
disobeyed You for the wink of an eye! (Should he also be included in the 
punishment?)' Allah told him to overturn the town upon this person as well as the 
rest of them because his face never showed the slightest disapproval at the sins 
committed around him." ["Mishkdtul Masabtlt", the chapter of "Amr bil Ma'ruf wan Nahy 
anil Munkar"] 
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Sayyidina Hudhaifah &\ reported that the Holy Prophet jJL.^ & 
exclaimed, "By the Being in whose hands my life lies! You people must enjoin 
good and forbid evil, otherwise Allah will soon inflict a severe punishment upon 
you and then you will make supplication (dn'a) to Him and He will not accept 
them/' [Tirmidht] 

It is gathered from this that enjoining Good and forbidding Evil (Amr Bit 
Ma'ruf Wan Nahy Anil Munkar) is of such importance that even the righteous 
person who neglects it shall be, affected by Allah's punishment. Even the 
supplications (du'ds) made when the punishment strikes shall be of no avail. 
Generally, people today are steeped in sin. Salah and Zakah are being neglected, 
lies are being spoken, false oaths are commonly taken and money is earned from 
falsehood. Stealing and robbery are all too common and people are being 
murdered. In the light of all of this, how can the punishment of Allah be averted 
when there is none to speak against it? How shall supplications (du'ds) be 
accepted when the disaster does strike? 

The hadith makes it clear that it is the requirement of every person's Belief 
(Iman) that he prevents evil as best as he can. The verse dictates that besides this 
duty of every person, there should be a group in every locality whose specific 
task is to invite towards good, coupled with the carrying out of enjoining Good 
and forbidding Evil (Amr Bil Ma'ruf Wan Nahy Anil Munkar). This is such an 
obligation that is incumbent upon the Muslims of every locality, although if 
some enact it, the others shall be absolved of the responsibility (Fardh Kifayah). 

The stipulation of a group does not mean that there has to be an 
organisation with a chairperson, a membership, a secretary and offices. It merely 
means that there be in the Ummah certain individuals who fulfill this task. 
Whether the government prepares such a group or not, the Muslim public 
should ensure that some people are actively accomplishing this duty. The 
number of such a group should be in accordance to the size of the Muslim 
community and able to deliver the message to every person. 

Lesson: In this verse the phrase "invite towards good" precedes "enjoin right 
and forbid from evil." This is so because inviting towards good includes all forms 
of good, whether it be inviting the infidels (kuffar) towards Islam or enjoining the 
obligations (Faraidh), compulsories (Wajibat), Sunan and Mustahabbat (optional 
acts of virtue) upon the Muslims. People should also be enjoined to carry out the 
Mustahabbat because although no sin shall be accrued for omitting them, there is 
great benefit in carrying them out. However, a hard attitude should not be 
adopted when enjoining these. When enjoining the obligations (Faraidh) and 
compulsories (Wajibat), a sterner approach should be adopted since they are 
more important. According to the prominence of the action, so much prominence 
should be given to the invitation towards that action. 

There are many who neglect the obligations, yet are particular about 
propagating the optional acts of virtue. This approach is incorrect and not in 
conformity with the practice of the Ummah of the Holy Prophet pJL^ «JLp ^ J**. 
The emphasis in an invitation should be proportional to the importance of the 
action in question. 

Allama Ibn Kath'ir & i^j narrates from Sayyidina Abu Ja'far Baqir 
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Up that the Holy Prophet ^jl-. ^ & J^> recited the verse, "There should be a group 
from yon who invite towards good." He then commented that the meaning of "good" 
is the Qur'an and his Sunnah. [v.l p.49] 

WHO ARE THE SUCCESSFUL ONES? 

With regard to the people who fulfill this duty of enjoining Good and 
forbidding Evil (Amr Bil Ma'rfif Wan Nahy Anil Munkar) Allah says, "These are 
indeed the successful ones." Every person desires success but the measurement of ' 
success varies in every person's estimation. In the definition of the Qur'an, the 
successful ones are those who do actions that secure Allah's pleasure and are 
ultimately saved from the fire of Hell and enter Heaven (Jannah). Since the 
person who carries out the above actions earns Allah's pleasure, he is termed to 
be a successful person. 

"Do not be like those who separated and disputed after the clear signs had come to 
them." The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (vA p. 22) states that the verse refers to the 
Jews and the Christians who split and deviated. The Ummah of Sayyidina 
Muhammad ^ 3 4* & are instructed not to imitate their ways. These people 
contradicted the orders given to them because of their love for the world and 
their subservience to their passions. 

Many people subject the Din (religion) to their own desires, thereby leaving 
the Din (religion) altogether. Examples of such groups in the past were the 
Murjiya, the Karamiya, the Mujassama, the Mushabiha, the Mu'attila and the 
Jahamiya. They all claimed to be Muslims but actually left the fold of Islam. 
Included with these groups are those who deny the authority of the Ahadith, 
those who accept that the Qur'an was changed as well as those who believe that 
other Prophets came after the Holy Prophet <Ju^ 4* & JU>. 

Such groups that have deviated from Islam are warned that "For such 
people shall be an awful chastisement (on) the day when some faces will be 
illuminated while others shall be darkened. As for those whose faces shall be 
darkened, it will be said to them, 'Had you disbelieved after believing? So taste 
the punishment because of your disbelief 

THE DISFIGUREMENT OF THE INFIDELS (KUFFAR) ON THE DAY 
OF JUDGMENT (QIYAMAH) 

Other Surahs of the Qur'an also attest to the illuminating and darkening of 
faces on the Day of Judgment. Allah says at the end of Surah Abasa, "On that day 
many faces shall be radiant, laughing and happy; and many faces will be covered in 
darkness, smitten with disgrace. These shall be the sinful disbelievers." [Surah 80, verse 38 
to 42] 

The following verse appears in Surah Zumar, "On the Day of Judgment you 
shall see the faces darkened of those who lied regarding Allah." [Surah 39, verse 60] 

Allah says in Surah Yunus, "As for those who earned evil, the retribution for an 
evil deed shall be the like thereof and they will be steeped in disgrace, having no helper 
against Allah. It shall be as if their faces are covered by a portion of an extremely dark 
night. These are the inmates of the fire, wherein they shall abide forever." [Surah 10, verse 
27) 
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"These are the verses of Allah that We recite to you in truth. Allah intends no 
oppression on the universe. Unto Allah alone belongs whatever is in the heavens and the 
earth, and unto Him are all things returned." Allah is the sovereign and Master of all 
things and has complete control over everything. He shall do as He pleases and 
none can presen tan obstacle to Him. 



(110) You are the best of all nations who have been raised for mankind. You 
enjoin what is right, forbid evil and believe in Allah. If the Ahlul Kitab (People 
of the Book) believe, then it shall be better for them. Some of them are believers 
while the majority are disobedient. 

THE UNIQUE ATTRIBUTES OF THE UMMAH OF SAYYIDINA 
MUHAMMAD p-L-j Up At JL* 

This verse describes the Ummah of the Holy Prophet jJL. ^ Up &\ JU to be the 
best from the Ummah of all the other Prophet r^-Ji Up. At the same time the Holy 
Prophet (JL-j Up &\ JU»himself is the best of all the Prophet »xJ» Up, as has passed 
in the discussion of the verse. "When Allah took the covenant from the Prophet Up 
r>LJ»... you shall believe in him and assist him..." (Surah Al Imran verse 81) 

The Holy Prophet ^L* a> ii ju? also stated, "I shall be the leader of all the 
children of Adam fy>~3\ Up on the Day of Judgment" [Muslim v. 2 p. 245]. In another 
narration he is reported to have said, "On the Day of Judgment I shall be .the 
leader of all the children of Adam fV~J\ Up and this I say without any pride. In my 
hand will be the flag of praise, and this too I say without any pride. On that day, 
be it Adam fiLJ\ Up or any other Prophet f*>LJ» Up, they will all beneath this flag. 
The earth shall open up for me first (I will be the first to emerge from the grave). 
This too I say without any pride." ["Mishkatul MasabfJi" p.5 13 from Tirmidhi] 

Tirmidhi reports a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet jJL-^ Up it recited 
the verse, "You are the best of all nations who have been raised for mankind," then 
went on to say, "You terminate the 70th Ummah. You are the best of all Ummah 
(followers) and the most honoured in the sight of Allah." 

Together with mention of this Ummah being "Khairul Umam" (the best of 
Ummah), the verse continues to describe the attributes of this Ummah saying, 
"You enjoin what is right, forbid evil and believe in Allah." It is learnt from this 
that the distinguishing factor of this Ummah is its engagement in enjoining Good 
and forbidding Evil (Amr Bil Ma'ruf Wan Nahy Anil Munkar). This is the duty of 
every individual of this Ummah, but at times it will be due obligation (Fardh 
Ain), sometimes Sufficiency obligation (Fardh Kifayah), while sometimes it may 
even be Wajib or Sunnah. 




Surah Al-Imran 3: 111-115 



433 



Anwir^ii-Bayan^vM^ 



"Ruhul Ma'ani" (vA p. 28) quotes the following statement of Sayyidina Umar 
<up iui He said, "O people, if you wish to be part of this Ummah, then you 
should fulfill Allah's condition i.e. enjoining Good and forbidding Evil (Amr Bil 
Ma'ruf Wan Nahy Anil Mnnkar). The virtues of this noble action have passed 
above. 

In this verse the action of enjoining Good and forbidding Evil (Amr Bil 
Ma'ruf Wan Nahy Anil Munkar) is mentioned before that of Belief (Iman) ("and 
believe in Allah"), whereas Belief Oman) should precede any other action since it is 
the precondition for the acceptance of any act. The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" 
mentions three reasons for this. One of these is that in this particular verse, Allah 
wishes to specifically draw attention to enjoining Good and forbidding Evil (Amr 
Bil Ma'ruf Wan Nahy Anil Munkar). Thereafter, so that the prerequisite for all 
actions is not forgotten, mention is made of Belief (bnan). Other commentators 
mention that Belief (Iman) was mentioned here so as to link the verse with the 
next verse that talks of the Belief (Iman) of the Ahlul Kitab (People of the Book). 

MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK ARE DISOBEDIENT 

"If the Ahlul Kitab (People of the Book), believe then it shall be better for them. 
Some of them are believers while the majority are disobedient." It is gleaned from this 
verse that upon the advent of the Holy Prophet (JL-j &\ \J-*, belief in the 
previous Prophet <v>uJ Up and divine scriptures was only acceptable when 
coupled with belief in him and the Qur'an. Some of the Ahlul Kitab (People of the 
Book) accepted this (like Sayyidina Abdullah bin Salam -up &\ and some 
others), but the majority opted not to believe, being prevented from doing so by 
worldly motives. 




(Ill) They will only be able to hurt you a little bit and if they fight you they 
shall turn back and flee; thereafter they shall have no assistance. (112) Disgrace 
has been smitten upon them wherever they be found except by the rope from 
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Allah and the rope from man. They return with the wrath of Allah and 
wretchedness has been laid on them, this is because they used to reject the 
verses of Allah and wrongfully murder the Prophet. This is because they were 
disobedient and used to transgress the limits. (113) They are all not alike. From 
the People of the Book are a group who are staunch upon the truth, reciting the 
verses of Allah through the night, falling prostrate. (114) They believe in Allah 
and the Last Day, enjoin good, forbid evil and hasten to do good deeds. These 
are the righteous ones. (115) Whatever good they do shall not be disparaged and 
Allah is Aware of the pious. 

THE DISGRACE AND WRETCHEDNESS OF THE JEWS 

During the lifetime of the Holy Prophet <JL. j ^ i»» J**, the enmity of the Jews 
was openly displayed and was also vented in secret. They even verbally abused 
those Jews who accepted Islam, like Sayyidina Abdullah bin Salam -up &\ The 
Muslims were always on guard, fearing the worst from them. Allah consoled the 
Muslims by saying, "They will only be able to hurt you a little bit and if they fight you 
(in battle) they shall turn back and flee; thereafter they shall have no assistance." After 
this, Allah continued to comment on their condition of disgrace and distance 
from Allah. 

THE PRESENT JEWISH STATE 

"Disgrace has been smitten upon them wherever they be found except by the rope 
from Allah and the rope from man" They shall only be able to escape this disgrace 
in this world by entering into a truce with Allah or with other people (referred to 
as a "rope"). This may be when they come to an agreement with the Muslims 
that the one group does not harm the next or if they agree to pay the atonement 
(Jizya). to the Muslim state, in which case they will be accorded the rights of a 
Dhimmi (a non-Muslim citizen of a Muslim country). It may also mean that they 
enter into a peace treaty with another country, whereby the security of both 
parties is guaranteed. 

Since the inception of the Jewish state of Isra'il, people have been querying 
the verses that declare that the Jews will be disgraced wherever they may be. The 
Qur'an is, of course, unquestionable. This objection is unfounded because the 
verses in question do not mention that this disgrace will last till the judgment 
day (Qiyamah). No verse, nor any hadith substantiates the fact that this condition 
of theirs shall be everlasting in this world. It is therefore understood that they 
will suffer disgrace for prescribed period of time, whereafter they will acquire 
some dignity in their own state (like Isra'il). 

Then too, the establishment of their state is a result of a "rope from man." A 
mutual treaty with certain Christian countries established their state and it is 
with complete reliance and support from them that it remains in existence. 
Therefore, the exclusive situation of "the rope from man" may secure temporary 
honour and prestige for them. The verse does make this exception, which we 
witness them acting upon today. 

Thereafter Allah continues to elucidate that they earned the wrath of Allah 
as well as wretchedness and the reason for this is also cited, "They return with the 
wrath of Allah and wretchedness has been laid on them. This is because they used to 
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reject the verses of Allah and wrongfully murder the Prophet. This is because they were 
disobedient and used to transgress the limits/' 

A WORD OF PRAISE FOR THOSE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK WHO 
ACCEPTED ISLAM 

Allah states, "They [the Ahlul Kitab (People of the Book)] are all not alike. Front 
the People of the Book are a group who are staunch upon the truth, reciting the verses of 
Allah through the night, falling prostrate. They believe in Allah and the Last Day, enjoin 
good, forbid evil and hasten to do good deeds. These are the righteous ones. Wliatever 
good they do shall not be disparaged and Allah is Aware of the pious. " 
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(116) Indeed neither the wealth nor the children of the disbelievers shall be of 
any avail to them against Allah. These are the inmates of the fire wherein they 
shall abide forever. (117) The example of that which they spend in the path of 
Allah is like that of an icy wind that strikes the crops of a nation who have 
oppressed themselves; utterly destroying it. Allah never oppressed them but 
they oppress themselves. 

THE WEALTH AND CHILDREN OF THE INFIDELS (KUFFAR) 
SHALL NOT SAVE THEM FROM CHASTISEMENT 

The tenth verse of Surah Al Imran contains a similar message as the first 
verse above. The second recounts the similitude of the charity of the infidels, as 
well as that which they spent in combating the Holy Prophet^^ Up &\ J^>. The 
analogy is that of the crops of a nation which oppressed itself by engaging in 
infidelity (kufr) and disobedience. An icy wind blows across these fields, utterly 
destroying them with the resultant frost and cold. By way of punishment for 
their ill deeds, their flourishing crops were obliterated. "Allah never oppressed 
them but they oppress themselves (by perpetrating such deeds that attract the wrath 
of Allah)/' 

Even though they carry out acts of charity with good intentions, the infidels 
(kuffar) shall find no reward in the Hereafter. All their actions, especially those to 
the detriment of Islam, will be wasted. Their actions shall earn them only 
destruction in this very world and then in the Hereafter. Allah says in Surah 
Ibrahim, "The example of the deeds of those who reject their Lord is like that of ashes 
blown away by a gust on an extremely windy day. They shall be unable to exercise 
control over anything that they had earned. This is a gross deviation." [Surah 14, vers. 18] 
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(118) O you who believe, do not take as confidants those besides your own 
people. These people would spare no pains to ruin you. They wish for that 
which causes you suffering. Enmity has been manifested from their tongues, but 
what their hearts conceal is far worse. Indeed We have made the revelation clear 
to you if you will understand. (119) You are the ones who love them though they 
have no love for you, and you believe in the complete Book. When they meet 
you they say, "We believe!" between they are alone they bite their fingertips in 
rage. Tell them, "Perish in your rage! Surely Allah is Aware of what is within 
the hearts." (120) It ails them if good comes to you, but if affliction strikes you, 
they rejoice. If you persevere and adopt taqwa, their schemes can never affect 
you in the least. Verily Allah encompasses their actions. 

DO NOT TAKE THE INFIDELS (KUFFAR) AS CONFIDANTS 

The above verses mention the enmity of the infidels (kuffar) in great detail 
and this is expect of them since no less can be expected of an enemy. The first 
warning sounded is "O you who believe, do not take as confidants those besides your 
own people. These people would spare no pains to ruin you/' 

THE MISERABLE CONDITION OF THE MUSLIMS 

History bears testimony to the fact that the muslims have suffered tragic 
consequences whenever they disregarded this Qur'anic advice. The enemies 
have gained the upper hand by taking into their confidence certain muslim by 
bribing them with money or position. These hapless muslims then reveal all the 
secret and classified information of the Muslims to these enemies of Islam. In this 
way, the antagonistic forces have planted spies in the Muslim countries who 
disclose to them highly confidential information, by which the Muslims are 
constantly manipulated and key Muslim figures are assassinated. Despite 
professing the Kalimah of Islam, these people cause the Muslims more harm that 
can be expected from the enemies themselves. 

THE FOOLISHNESS OF ASSUMING THAT THE INFIDELS 
(KUFFAR) ARE WELL-WISHERS 

Friendship with the infidels (kuffar) can never be tolerated in Islam. Certain 



Surah Al-lmran 3: 118-120 



437 



muslim governments, who have been instituted by the infidels (kuffar), pander to 
every wish of the infidels because they fear that another government may 
substitute them. Their infidels masters taught them to beguile the masses by 
claiming that they wish to establish Islamic rule, whereas if someone else has to 
try to do this, he is executed or dismissed. The very fact that they gained power 
with the backing of the infidels is contrary to the Shari'ah. 

"They wish for that which causes you suffering." All the infidels (kuffar) belong 
to the same creed and are all the enemies of Islam irrespective of which 
denomination or religion they belong to. Whenever the opportunity arises, they 
collectively converge upon the Muslims like a pack of hungry wolves. As the 
Jews did in the time of the Holy Prophet jJL-^ Up &\ JU, some actually declare 
their enmity, as Allah says, "Enmity has been manifested from their tongues, but what 
their hearts conceal is far worse." 

The Muslims are repeatedly given reminders in verses such as the 
following, when Allah says, 'indeed We have made the revelation clear to you if you 
will understand." 

A REPRIMAND FOR THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE MUSLIMS 

Allah declares, "You (Muslims) are the ones who love them {the infidels) though 
they have no love for you, and you believe in the complete Book." The Muslim even 
believes in the previous scriptures revealed to these people while they do not 
believe in the Qur'an, neither do they have any affinity for their own scriptures 
as the Muslims do. 

"Wlien they meet you they say, 'We believe!' but when they are alone they bite their 
fingertips in rage." They are furious at the rate with which Islam flourishes and 
cannot bear to see its constantly multiplying masses. This fury is futile and Allah 
says, "Tell them, 'Perish in your rage!" The glory of Islam shall not falter, nor will it 
be impeded by the anger of these people. Islam will dominate over all other 
religions. 

"Surely Allah is Aware of what is within the hearts." Allah knows what lurks in 
their hearts of the infidels and has informed the Muslims to be wary of them. 
They shall ultimately meet their chastisement in the Hereafter. 

It ails them if good comes to you, but if affliction strikes you, they rejoice." Can 
such people be expected to have love for the Muslims? 

"Durrul Manthur" reports a narration of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ iv 
wherein he relates an incident with regard to the revelation of the verse, "O you 
who believe, do not take as confidants those besides your own people." He mentioned 
that there were certain people who had developed friendship with the Jews of 
Madinah during the period of ignorance, and they were even allies in war. After 
accepting Islam, these people maintained their relationships with these Jews. 
Allah revealed these verses to forbid such ties. 

Although it is permissible to engage in business and social dealings with 
these people, it is not permitted that they enjoy such an intimate relationship 
whereby they become aware of the personal affairs of the Muslims. Although the 
verso may have been in reference to the situation prevailing in Madinah, the 
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Qur'an applies to people of every century and is as pertinent today as it was 
then. 

The mischief and instigation of the Jews are prevalent to this day; it is only 
the location and scale that have changed. They have a great influence over the 
Christian countries and even employ muslims to harm the muslims. To achieve 
their heinous aims they use extremely secretive measures which the common 
man does not perceive. 

The question then arises as to why do the infidels (kuffar) always seem to be 
on the winning side? The next verse provides the answer to this and provides the 
Muslims with the ultimate solution till the Day of Judgment. Allah says, "If you 
persevere and adopt piety (taqwa), their schemes can never affect yon in the least." By 
practising patience, doing good deeds and abstaining from sins, Muslims can 
overcome the onslaught of their enemies. These are the real weapons to ward off 
their attack. 

"Verily Allah encompasses their actions." He shall give them their due 
punishment according to His wisdom and wishes. 

Lesson: There is a great lesson to be learnt from the prohibition of adopting 
the infidels as confidants and friends. Muslims today still keep them as friends 
when the Qur'an says, "These people would spare no pains to ruin you." The Jews, 
Christians and those who profess Islam but have corrupted beliefs (the Rawafidh 
being in the forefront) are the real sworn enemies of Islam and the Muslims. 

From the beginning of Islamic history, these people have left no stone 
unturned to harm the cause of Islam. To consider them to have good intentions 
towards the Muslims is sheer foolishness. If they could have helped it, they 
would not have allowed Islam to cross the boundaries of Makkah. However, 
they have not managed to curtail the rampant spread of Islam and Allah says, 
"Tell them, 'Perish in your rage! Surely Allah is Aware of what is within the hearts." 




(121) When you [O Muhammad ^I-j Up J^>] set forth in the morning from 
your family, briefing the believers about the positions for battle. Allah is All 
Hearing, All Knowing. (122) When two groups from you intended to desert and 
Allah is their Protecting Friend. On Allah alone should the believers rely. 

THE BATTLE OF UHUD 

The above verses briefly mention the battle of Uhud. The verses that follow 
contain more details. When the Holy Prophet Up &\ JL> began preaching in 
Makkah, the idolaters turned hostile towards him. Great persecutions followed 
and much suffering had to be endured by the Muslims for 13 years. In these 
trying conditions they continued to propagate Islam, and were eventually forced 
to leave Makkah. 
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Upon the invitation of the Ansar, they migrated to Madinah, but even there 
the Polytheists (Mushrikin) of Makkah did not leave them alone. Here the Jews 
were always instigating problems and the hypocrites (Munafiqin) surfaced as a 
group proclaiming to be Muslims but concealing infidelity (kufr) in their hearts. 
Since the infidels (kuffar) were a constant threat and enemy of the Muslims, the 
Qur'an prohibited friendship with them. 

In the second year after Hijrah (migration), the infidels (kuffar) of Makkah 
marched with a large army and confronted the Muslims at a place called Badr. 
Here a decisive battle took place and the resultant victory of the Muslims made 
truth apparent from falsehood. Some mention of the battle of Badr will follow 
shortly and much has already passed at the beginning of Surah Al Imran. The 
details of this battle are found in the opening part of Surah Anf al as well as later 
in the same Surah. 

CONSULTATION WITH THE COMPANIONS (SAHABA) it ^ 
UPON THE OCCASION OF THE BATTLE OF UHUD 

This battle took place in the third year after migration (Hijrah). The 
Polytheists (Mushrikin) were still smarting after their defeat at Badr where a 
poorly equipped contingent of 313 Muslims vanquished a strong, fully armed 
army three times their number. Seventy infidels (kuffar) were killed at Badr and 
another seventy were taken captive to Madinah. The following year, the Quraish 
made a collection and decided to march against the Muslims. The large army 
reached Mount Uhud near Madinah where they set up their camp. 

The Holy Prophet ^JL- 5 Up h JU* consulted with the Companions (Sahaba) 
rv* 2fo. His personal opinion was that they remain in Madinah and fight off the 
onslaught from within the city. However, those Companions (Sahaba) ^ i»» 
who had not participated in Badr, opted to march out of the city and to fight the 
infidels (kuffar) at Uhud, anticipating the same victory that they achieved the 
previous year at Badr. Upon their insistence, The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up ifci JL* 
decided to march out of the city and made the necessary preparations. He thus 
wore his armour and helmet. 

Although the final decision was to march out of the city, The Holy Prophet 
pL. j Up ifci did recount to the Companions (Sahaba) ^ & ^ certain dreams 
he saw. He saw himself in strong armour, which he interpreted, as the city of 
Madinah itself. He also saw in a dream that his sword become bent, which he 
interpreted as a form of defeat. Besides this, he also saw a bull being slaughtered, 
but it escaped. The purpose of relating these dreams was to stress that it would 
be best for the Muslims to remain in Madinah and that they may suffer a defeat if 
they fought outside the city. 

Certain Companions (Sahaba) ^ fa proposed that, according to their 
experience, whenever they fought from within the town, they were victorious 
and whenever the fight was taken outside the town, they were defeated. For this 
reason, these individuals were of the opinion that the Muslims fight from within 
Madinah. Later even those who had strongly suggested that they fight outside 
Mkdfitah, began to regret their stance and approached the Holy Prophet Up fa 

to change the plan of action. However, since he had already worn his 
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armour, he told them, "It is not appropriate for a Prophet to return after he has 
adorned his battle dress and issued the instruction to engage the enemy in 
combat. When I did propose to you that we remain in Madinah, you opted not to 
do so. Now that the decision has been taken, you should adopt piety (Taqwa), be 
firm against the enemy and carry out the orders of Allah." 

The Holy Prophet ^JL, 3 ifct JU led an army of one thousand to Uhud, while 
the enemy was three thousand strong. Upon reaching a certain station, Abdullah 
bin Ubay bin Salul, who was the leader of the Hypocrites (Miinafiqin), deserted 
the army with three hundred men, and returned to Madinah. The Muslims were 
thus left with only seven hundred soldiers. When these Hypocrites (Miinafiqin) 
deserted, two tribes of the Ansar (the Bann Salania and Banu Haritha) also grew 
hesitant and some degree of cowardice crept into their hearts. However, Allah 
granted them courage and they pressed onwards. It was this that Allah refers to 
in the verse, "Wlien two groups from you intended to desert and Allah is their 
Protecting Friend. On Allah alone should the believers rely. 

Upon reaching the slopes of Uhud, the Muslim army camped in a valley, 
with the mount behind them, so as to face the enemy in the plain before them. 
The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 i»» JL* commissioned fifty Companions (Sahaba) ifo 
^ to guard a pass between the mountains, appointing Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Jubair cp^i ^as their leader. They were issued with strict instructions not to 
leave their posts, irrespective of the situation. They were told not to move from 
these positions whether the Muslims were winning or losing, even if they saw 
vultures devouring the corpses of the Muslims. Their duty was to fire arrows at 
the enemy to ensure that they do not attack the Muslims from that particular 
direction. 

The flag of the Muslims was held by Sayyidina Mus'ab bin Umair <up i»i 
and the Holy Prophet ^* aJLp &\ JL* directed field operations by arranging the 
army in their respective positions. Allah refers to this in the verse, "Wlien you set 
forth in the morning from your family, briefing the believers of the positions for battle." 

As the battle progressed, Allah granted victory to the Muslims and the 
enemy began to retreat. It then happened that the archers appointed to the 
position at the mountain pass started to differ upon the situation. Some felt that 
the battle was now over and left their posts to assist in gathering the booty. It 
was only the leader of the group and a few others who remained at their 
positions according to instructions. Although the idolaters were already in flight 
by then, they quickly exploited the opportunity and then attacked the Muslims 
from the direction of the pass, turning the tide of the battle in their favour. 
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(123) Allah had undoubtedly assisted you at Badr when you were in a weak 
position. So fear Allah so as to express gratitude to Him. (124) When you told the 
believers, "Is it not sufficient for you that your Lord reinforces you with three 
thousand angels, (specially) dispatched?" (125) Surely, if you adopt piety 
(taqwa) and the enemy attack you this instant, your Lord shall assist you with 
five thousand marked angels. (126) Allah had only granted this assistance only 
as a glad tiding for you and so that your hearts may take solace thereby. 
Assistance is only from Allah, The Mighty, The Wise. (127) So that He may 
destroy a party of the disbelievers or disgrace them, and they return as losers. 

THE VICTORY AT BADR 

While the incident of Uhud still remains to be completed, Allah makes brief 
mention of the battle of Badr, where the Muslims achieved an astounding victory 
through the help of Allah. When the victory at Badr is viewed before the 
temporary defeat at Uhud, it is even more phenomenal: This is so because at 
Badr, 70 of the infidels (kuffdr) were killed and a further 70 were taken captive, 
while at Uhud 70 Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ were martyred. Mention of the 
battle of Badr also serves to instill more courage in the Muslims. 

"Wlten you told the believers, 7s it not sufficient for you that your Lord reinforces 
you with three thousand angels, (specially) dispatched?" This verse reminds the 
Muslims of the descent of the angels upon the occasion of Badr! Allah sent them 
to fight with the Muslims, thereby granting them courage and support. 
According to many commentators, this reinforcement of the angels was exclusive 
to Badr and not to Uhud. They say that at first Allah sent one thousand angels 
{according to a verse in Surah Anfal), then three thousand, followed by five 
thousand. 

"Ma'alimut TanzU" (v.4 p.347) reports that Sayyidina Qatada 4* ^ said 
that it was due to the piety (taqwa) and perseverance of the Muslims at Badr that 
Allah sent to them five thousand angels. Sayyidina Dahak and Ikrama Up &\ 5^ 
are reported to have said that Allah promised this assistance to the Muslims at 
Uhud on the precondition of patience. This did not reach them since they failed 
to comply with the condition. According to the author of "Ruhul Ma'ani", the 
accepted opinion is that the mention of five thousand angels refers to the battle 
of Badr. 

"...marked angels." "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.4 p.46) reports from Ibn Is'haq and 
Tabrani 4-U ifo the statement of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ i»» that the angels at 
Badr all wore white turbans, the tails of which hung at their backs. At the battle 
of Hunayn, their turbans were red. However, there are other opinions cited in 
the books of tafsir. 

"Allah had granted this assistance only as a glad tiding for you and so that your 
hearts be take solace thereby. Assistance is only from Allah, The Mighty, The Wise." 
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This very verse appears in Surah Anfal with a slight variation. It states that the 
assistance rendered by Allah enabled the Muslims take solace and not to fear the 
infidels (kuffar). It tells us further that it shall only be those to whom Allah grants 
His assistance that will be victorious and that the assistance of any other party is 
irrelevant. According to His divine wisdom, He assists people and if He so 
decrees, He may not assist, as He did in the battle of Uhud. 

"So that He may destroy a party of the disbelievers or disgrace them, and they 
return as losers/' This verse cites the reason for Allah's assistance at the Battle of 
Badr. This is exactly what happened in Badr, when 70 leaders of the Quraish 
were killed, 70 were captured and the rest returned as losers to Makkah. Even 
their superior numbers ancl weapons could not aid them against the small 
divinely aided party. 



(128) You have no choice in the matter. If Allah wills, He shall grant them the 
ability to repent, or He may punish them, for they arfe indeed oppressors. (129) 
To Allah belongs what is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth. He 
pardons whom He wills and punishes whom He wills. Allah is Most Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 

ALLAH RESERVES^ JUDGMENT IN ALL MATTERS 

This verse resumes mention of the battle of Uhud. "Asbabmr Nuzul" (p. 
116) reports from Sayyidina Anas A» that during the battle of Uhud, some 
teeth of the Holy Prophet ^L. j <uU M JL* were lost and he received serious injuries 
to his face. On this occasion, he said, "How can that nation be successful who 
draw blood from the face of their Prophet who calls them towards Allah?" Upon 
this the verse was revealed viz. "You have no choice in the matter. If Allah wills He 
shall grant them the ability to repent, or He may punish them, for they are indeed 
oppressors/' 

Allah has control over everything and He shall do as He pleases. All, 
including the Holy Prophet fJL-j Up &\ should be patient and Allah shall either 
grant them Belief (Iman) and the opportunity to repent, or punish them should 
they die as infi4els (kuffar). Consequently, many of those who fought against the 
Muslims in the battle of Uhud accepted Islam. Of these, were Sayyidina Abu 
Sufyan ^ &\ and his wife Hinda, who chewed the liver of the uncle of the 
Holy Prophet ^JL- j aJLp ibi JU> Sayyidina Hamzah &» ^j. Others were Sayyidina 
Safwan bin Umayyah and Sayyidina Wahshi <u* Ai,^ who martyred Sayyidina 
Hamzah &\ ^ > 
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(130) O you who believe, do not consume usury, compounding it many times 
over. Fear Allah so that you may be successful. (131) Fear the fire that has been 
prepared for the disbelievers! (132) Obey Allah and the messenger so that mercy 
be shown to you. (133) Hasten to the forgiveness of your Lord and that Paradise 
(Jannah) which has the expanse of the heavens and the earth, which has been 
prepared for the pious... (134) Those who spend in ease and adversity, swallow 
their anger and forgive people. Allah loves those who do good... (135) Those 
who, if they perpetrate an evil or oppress themselves, they remember Allah and 
repent for their sins. Who can pardon sins besides Allah? And they do not 
intentionally persist upon what they do. (136) The reward for these people shall 
be forgiveness from their Lord and such gardens beneath which rivers flow, 
wherein they shall abide forever. Excellent indeed is the reward for the workers. 
(137) Numerous practices have passed before you so travel in the earth and see 
what was the plight of those who belied. (138) This is a discourse for mankind, a 
guidance and a lesson for the pious. 

PROHIBITION AGAINST USURY AND THE INSTRUCTION TO 
HASTEN TOWARDS DIVINE PARDON 

The discussion on the battle of Uhud has not yet terminated when Allah 
mentions certain acts for us to abstain from, obedience to Allah and His Prophet 
pJL-j <dp &\ JUand the reward for the doers of good deeds. Here, general reference 
is made to certain actions, while specific reference to the disobedience in Uhud 
will be mentioned later in the verse, 'it was only Shaytan who misled them in some of 
their actions." 
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These verses teach us that the committing of sins brings calamities upon 
people and obedience to Allah averts them. Special reference is made to usury. It 
is such a sin that makes a person worldly-minded and removes all piety from his 
heart. It transforms him into one who focuses only on the accumulation .of 
wealth, without any compassion for another. 

Where Allah mentions that usury is forbidden "compounding it many times 
over" does not mean that taking just a little is permissible. The Holy Prophet & 
^ « ajlp said even a single Dirham of interest consumed intentionally is worse 
than committing adultery 36 times. ["Mishkatul Masabth" p.246 from Ahmad and Dar 
Qutni] 

It is common practice that the interest on loans is compounded when 
payment is not prompt. In this way additional interest is continuously added to 
the principle sum plus the interest, making the repayable amount multiply many 
times over. The verse makes mention of this evil practice of compounding. 

Usury has been mentioned in the discussion of the battle of Uhud because 
the usurers, engrossed in their parsimonious financial affairs, do not see to the 
demands of their Belief (Iman) by participating in Jihad (religion war). The 
warnings sounded for the consumption of interest have passed under the 
discussion of the verse, "Tlwse who consume usury shall not stand except like the one 
who the Satan 'Shay tan' has driven insane by his touch," (Surah Baqarah, verse 275) 

After this, Allah instructs the fear of Allah piety (taqwa) which shall save one 
from the fire of Hell. Piety (Taqwa) basically means to refrain from sins. 

"Fear the fire that has been prepared for the disbelievers!" This verse indicates 
that Hell is really meant for the infidels (kuffar) and the Muslim who, due to 
sinning, finds himself there should indeed be ashamed of himself. He should 
never be found in the quarters of the enemy, let alone his place of punishment. 
This punishment shall not be light but extremely severe. A Muslim must rather 
aspire to be amongst the chosen servants of Allah, for whom the gardens of 
Heaven (Jannah) have been prepared. Why should one opt for the worst of the 
two? 

"Obey Allah and the messenger so that mercy be shown to you." It is evident from 
this verse that the thing which attracts Allah' s mercy is obedience to Allah and 
His messenger of Allah (JL, 3 Up it JU>. 

"Hasten to the forgiveness of your Lord and that Heaven (Jannah).,." Each person 
should compete with the other in doing such actions that earn admission into 
Heaven (Jannah). 

" which has the expanse of the heavens and the earth..." Since man has only the 

expanse of the heavens and the earth before him, this example is cited so as to 
make it easy for him to understand ["Ruhul Ma'ani" vA p.56]. In actual fact. Heaven 
(Jannah) is much larger trtan this, as the Holy Prophet Up iut ■ JL* mentioned in 
a hadith that the Heaven (Jannah) of the last person to enter shall be ten times 
larger than this world, and more. ["Mishkatul Masabilt" v.2 p.492] 

The Being who has created the heavens and the earth is perfectly Capable of 
creating things much larger. People have hardly reached the limits of the 
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heavens, but having seen the earth, they say that they cannot see that which the 
Qur'an and Ahadith speak of. At the outset, it should be understood that they 
have not necessarily explored the entire earth. Even if they had done so, there 
still exists another six of these earths and heavens. Between each of these are 
distances unimagined, and no one can even hope to get close to the sun! It is 
therefore sheer ignorance to claim that they have searched the universe 
thoroughly and can still not find Heaven (Jannah) and Hell. They have not even 
explored the visible heavens and earth, how can they be expected to find what is 
beyond these? 

The author of "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l p.351) writes that the verse mentions 
the word "arduha" ("the expanse of which") which really refers to the width and 
breadth of Heaven (Jannah). It can be noted from this that the length is even 
vaster. 

A person once asked Sayyidina Anas ^ i»» whether Heaven (Jannah) was 
in the skies or in the earth. He replied, "Which skies and earth can possibly 
accommodate Heaven (Jannah)?" It was then asked where is it then. He said, "It 
is above the seven heavens and beneath the throne of Allah." Sayyidina Qatada 
&\ says that the Companions (Sahdba) ^ &\ and their descendants 
knew that Heaven (Jannah) lay above the seven skies and below the divine 
throne, while Hell lay beneath the seven earths. 

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PIOUS 

"...prepared for the pious..." Heaven (Jannah) has been prepared for the people 
whose descriptions follow in the following verses. 

Their first attribute is that they are "Those who spend in ease and adversity... - 
Spending in charity for Allah's sake is an action of great merit and should be 
practiced in all situations. Spending thousands is, to a wealthy person, just like 
how spending a little would be for a poor person. A person who truly loves 
spending in charity will do so in all situations, be he affluent or in poverty. Such 
people are prepared to sacrifice their own needs for the needs of others. They are 
praised in Surah Hashr, where Allah says, "They prefer others above themselves 
although they are needy themselves. " [Surah 59, Verse 9] 

Spending in the way of Allah is not reserved for the wealthy alone, but can 
be done by the poor as well. Generosity is a trait that is not exclusive to the rich. 
The person possessing this noble attribute can spend in all situations. 

"... swallow their anger..." They control their anger and do not allow 
themselves to vent it. The Holy Prophet pJL-j Up ii said, "A hero is not he who 
floors another in combat, but he who controls himself when angry." [Bukhari v.l 
p.903] The Holy Prophet ^ 3 ibi JL> is also reported to have said, "A servant 
cannot take a better sip in the eyes of Allah than the sip he takes of his anger, 
which he controls for the pleasure of Allah." ["Mishkatul Masabilr" p .434 from Ahmad] 

A narration appears in Abu Dawud in which the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up iut 
said, "Undoubtedly, anger is from Satan (Shay tan), who is created of fire, and 
definitely fire can be extinguished by water. Therefore, whoever becomes angry 
should make wudhu ( ablution)." 
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Sayyidina Abu Dharr «up &\ narrates that the Prophet aJp *Sii ^ said, 
"When any of you becomes angry while standing, he should sit. If the anger 
subsides in this way, it is fine, otherwise he should lie down." ["Mishkatul Masabih" 
p .434 from Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidina Anas <up ib» reports that the Holy Prophet pJL^ Up & said, 
"Allah shall conceal the faults of the one who protects his tongue and shall save 
from punishment on the Day of Judgment the one who controlled his anger." 
[Ibid] 

" and forgive -people. " This is indeed an excellent virtue and entails the 

pardoning of every type of injustice. It applies to forgiving someone who may 
have stolen, usurped a right, assaulted, backbitten, slandered, etc. There is a 
great reward attached to this. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up &s reported from the Holy Prophet Up ibt 
jJL- 3 that Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ Up asked Allah who was the most honoured of all 
His bondsmen. Allah replied that it was the person who forgave another despite 
having the ability to vent his avenge himself." ["Mishkatul Masabih" p.434 from 
Bayhaqi] 

" Allah loves those who do good..." This refers to those who carry out all 

their actions well. According to the "hadith of Sayyidina Jibr'il Up" it refers 
to worshipping Allah as if one sees Him, and if this is not possible, then He 
should be worshipped knowing that Allah is watching. With regard to one's 
interaction with other people, it refers to dealing with them kindly and politely 
e.g. being lenient when collecting debts, respecting elders, being merciful to 
juniors, assisting the needy, the orphans/the weak, and liking for others what 
one likes for himself. 

AN INCIDENT OF SAYYIDINA Z AINUL ABIDIN Up k\ a*, 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" records that the slave girl of Sayyidina Zainul 
Abidin Up & was once pouring water for him while he made ablution 
(wudhu). The jug slipped from her hand and injured his face. When he glared at 
her, she recited the verse, "those who swallow their anger. He said that he will 
control his anger. Then she recited further, "and forgive people," upon which he 
said, "I forgive you." She then completed the verse, "Allah loves those who do good." 
At this he responded, "Go! I free you for the pleasure of Allah." 

THE VIRTUE OF SEEKING PARDON 

"Those who, if they perpetrate an evil or oppress themselves, remember Allah and 
repent for their sins." This verse praises those who having committed a sin and 
oppress themselves by the commission of a sin, then resort to Istighfar (seeking 

forgiveness from Allah). Allah shall pardon them, on condition that " they do 

not intentionally persist upon what they do" This is the condition of sincere 
repentance, that the person makes a firm resolution not to commit the sin again. 

It is not sufficient to merely repent verbally and then resort to the same 
actions again. Sayyidah Rabi'ah Basriyyah i«-lp ^ mentioned, "Our Istighfar 
also requires Istighfar." i.e. Due to the fact that it is not done sincerely, it 
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contradicts the status of worshipper and we will have to ask forgiveness of Allah 
for this insincerity. 

"Who can pardon sins besides Allah?" Attention is drawn to the fact that one 
can turn only to Allah for pardon. This verse refutes the belief of the Christians 
who ask forgiveness of their priests on Sundays. They believe that certain sins 
are forgiven without request, while others must be whispered in the ears of the 
priest before forgiveness is secured. It is contrary even to logic in that although a 
person sins against Allah, yet he is pardoned by a human being. 

"The reward for these people shall be forgiveness from their Lord and such gardens 
beneath which rivers flow, wherein they shall abide forever." Thereafter, Allah 
expresses the magnificence of this reward by saying, "Excellent indeed is the 
reward for the workers" 



"Numerous practices have passed before you, so travel in the earth and see what 
was the plight of those who belied." Many were those nations who belied the 
messages of their Prophets (%J\ thereby incurring the punishment of Allah. 
The ruins of their destroyed cities are visible to this day, to be witnessed by those 
who take heed. 

Even if the enemy gains the upper hand, this victory is temporary and it 
shall soon come to pass that Allah will destroy them, as He did to those before 
them. Then will His help come to the Muslims and the Holy Prophet -uU &\ JU> 



"This is a discourse for mankind, a guidance and a lesson for the pious." The 
author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.3 p.66) writes that although the address is to 
mankind at large, it will be only the pious who shall take heed. 



(139) Do not lose courage and do not be grieved for you shall be elevated if you 
are indeed believers. 

YOU SHALL BE ELEVATED IF YOU BE BELIEVERS 

" Asbabun Nuzul" (p.120) reports statement of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas i» 
who said that after the Muslims were defeated at Uhud, Sayyidina Khalid bin 
Walid ajlp iiii (who had not yet accepted Islam by then) led a contingent of the 
Polytheists (Mushriktn) to a mountain with the intention of launching a fresh 
attack from there. At that instance, The Holy Prophet jJL. j &\ made 
supplication (du'a) to Allah thus, "O Allah, let them not overcome us. O Allah, 
we have no might except Yours. Oh Allah, none worship You in this city besides 
this small party." On this occasion Allah revealed the above verse, whereupon a 
group of Muslim archers climbed a mountain, taking the polytheists (Mushrikin) 
cavalry as their targets. This stopped them in their tracks, causing them to turn 
back and flee. 



TAKING HEED FROM THE PREVIOUS NATIONS 
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4J1 ^ jTjL^i j^L. J^oj jjlXl* ^ j^Ll^j 

(140) If you have been injured, then definitely the enemy have also been injured 
in the same way. These are the days that We cause to alternate between people, 
so that Allah may know those who believe and make martyrs amongst you. 
Allah likes not the oppressors. (141) So that Allah may purify the believers and 
destroy the disbelievers. (142) Do you think that you will enter Heaven (Jannah) 
when Allah has not yet learnt of those of you who wage Jihad (religion war), 
and those who remain steadfast? (143) Indeed you used to wish for death before 
it came to you. Surely now you have seen it before your own eyes. 

CONSOLATION FOR THE MUSLIMS 

In the first verse, Allah consoles the Muslim by reminding them that just as 
they suffered a setback at Uhud and 70 of their people were martyred, at the 
Battle of Badr, the infidels (knffar) also lost 7j) of their men. Allah does not allow 
situations to stagnate and rotates them so that at times one shall be victorious 
and at other times, others will emerge victorious. In this way, the Muslims were 
triumphant at Badr but the following year it was the turn of the infidels. 

THE WISDOM UNDERLYING THE INCIDENT OF UHUD 

Allah mentions the reasons for the defeat at Uhud in these verses. The first 
was "so that Allah may know those who believe." During. times of adversity, the 
grain is separated from the chaff. On the occasion of Uhud, it was seen that the 
hypocrites deserted before the battle whereas the sincere Muslims did not desert 
the Holy Prophet <X* _> a> i»i ju> even in the face of defeat. 

It should be understood that Allah is Aware of everything even before its 
actual occurrence. These incidents coming to Allah's knowledge do not refute 
this accepted belief since there are two types of knowledge. One is of something 
before its occurrence, while the other is of the same incident after its occurrence. 
The verses refer to the second type i.e. the knowledge that a certain incident had 
taken place. 

The second wisdom mentioned is that the incident transpired so that Allah 
may "make martyrs amongst yon." The rank of a martyr is lofty indeed and only 
the person who has sincere Iman in the Qur'an and Ahadith will truly appreciate 
it its exalted status. 

The third reason mentioned is "So that Allah may purify the believers." When a 
person endures trials and adversities, his character and deeds are purified. 
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The fourth reason is that Allah wished thereby to "destroy the disbelievers." 
By being victorious, the infidels (kuffar) would become courageous to engage in 
battle against the Muslims on the next occasion, wherein they would be 
vanquished and destroyed. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (vA p.70) writes that the verse here refers to all 
those infidels who, after Uhud, remained as disbelievers. Allah destroyed all of 
them. He writes further that another interpretation of this verse is that when the 
infidels score a victory, Devil deceives them into remaining in their state of 
infidelity (kufr), causing them to suffer the eternal doom of Hell. 

"Do you think that you will enter Heaven (Jannah) when Allah has not yet learnt of 
those of you who wage Jihad (religion war), and those who remain steadfast?" This verse 
means that if one desires to acquire Heaven (Jannah), one need to make an effort, 
participate in Jihad (religion war) and be steadfast. Those wanting to attain 
Heaven (Jannah) will have to be prepared for these things and apply themselves 
fully for these tasks. Finally it is Allah Who judges and ascertains whether people 
have been true. 

AN ADDRESS TO THOSE WHO WISHED FOR DEATH 

Indeed you used to wish for death before it came to you. Surely now you have seen it 
before your own eyes. - This verse is addressed to those Companions (Sahaba) & 
r** who had not participated in the battle of Badr because they had not expected 
the expedition to actually develop into a battle. When the entire episode had 
terminated and Allah had granted victory to the Muslims, allowing some of 
them to drink from the bliss of martyrdom, those who remained behind were 
remorseful. They used to lament, saying that they wished that they were also of 
those who had been made Shahid (martyr). 

When these people participated in Uhud, they were also disorientated by 
the sudden recovery of the enemy, and did not display the fortitude with which 
they began the battle and which was necessary to attain the mantle of 
martyrdom. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" vA p.71] 




(144) Muhammad aJp Jl* is but a messenger. Indeed many messengers 
have passed before him. if he dies or is martyred, would you turn back on your 
heels? He who turns back on his heels can never harm Allah in the least. Allah 
shall soon reward the grateful ones. (145) Every soul shall die only by the 
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permission of Allah at an appointed hour. Whosoever desires the reward of this 
world, We shall give him thereof, and whosoever desires the reward of the 
Hereafter, We shaM grant him thereof as well. Soon We will reward the thankful 
ones. 

A CAUTION TO THOSE WHO EXPRESSED INTOLERANCE UPON 
THE DEMISE OF THE HOLY PROPHET ^jUpiii> 

When the infidels (kuffar) recoiled to attack the Muslims at Uhud, seventy 
Muslims lost their lives, including the uncle of the Holy Prophet 4^ ^ > 
Sayyidina Hamzah <up ifci and those who remained on guard at the pass. On 
this occasion, a stone dislodged several of the front teeth of the Holy Prophet JU 
pJL- j Up ibt and his noble face was also injured. 

In this battle, one of the infidels (kuffar) attempted to assassinate the Holy 
Prophet (JL-j Up iui JL*. His attack was thwarted by the Muslim flag bearer, 
Sayyidina Mus'ab bin Umair <up & who lost his life in the process. The infidel 
(fca/?r)assumed that he had succeeded in killing the Holy Prophet Up it J-^ 
and began announcing this. Certain historians write that Satan (Shaytan) made 
this announcement. 

Upon hearing this, the Muslims were totally taken aback and struck with 
confusion. Some of the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) grabbed the opportunity to revert 
to their former religion. They even began to instigate the true Muslims to do the 
same. 

Then the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up announced, "O bondsmen of Allah! 

Gather around me!" Consequently, thirty Companions (Sahaba) ^ & 
mustered around the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up & JU* and defended him till the 
enemy were repulsed. Certain Companions (Sahaba) ^ ifo displayed 
outstanding courage on this occasion. Sayyidina Sa'ad bin Abi Waqas ^ & 
fired so many arrows that part of his bow actually bent. The Holy Prophet ifci 
fJL-j Up himself was providing the arrows for him to shoot and would say, 
"Shoot, O Sa'ad, may my parents be sacrificed for you!" 

Sayyidina Talha & shielded the Holy Prophet ^ j Up ifci with his 
arms and one of his arms became paralysed on account of this. The eye of 
Sayyidina Qatada ^ i»t dropped out of its socket and on to his cheek, the 
Holy Prophet ^ ^ Up &\ JL* placed it back into its place whereafter he could see 
even better than before. 

When the Holy Prophet Up ifct JL* called for the Companions (Sahaba) 
h to gather around him, the first to reach was Sayyidina Ka'ab bin Malik 
ajlp i»\ Upon seeing the eyes of the Holy Prophet <X> 3 Up &\ still glistening 
beneath the helmet, he declared, "Hear the glad tidings that this is the Holy 
Prophet jJL-j Up i>i JW" The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ JL* remained silent at this 
announcement, probably not to attract the attention of the infidels (kuffar) so that 
they do not launch another attack. 

On hearing this announcement of Sayyidina Ka'ab bin Malik <up & ^j, the 
Companions (Sahaba) ^ & xj^j began collecting around the Holy Prophet A» J^> 
-Up, who remanded them for deserting. They said, "O Prophet of Allah & 
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( JL- 3 U*, when we heard the rumour that you had been martyred, a fear gripped 
our hearts and we began to flee." On this occasion the above verse was revealed, 

"Muhammad (JL. j Up 2»i is but a messenger. Indeed many messengers have passed 
before him. If he dies or is martyred, would you turn back on your heels? He who turns 
back on his heels can never harm Allah in the least. Allah shall soon reward the grateful 
ones." 

When the declaration was made that the Holy Prophet pJL-j Up &\ J^> had 
been martyred, Sayyidina Anas bin Nadhr ifo asked the Companions 
(Sahaba) ^ &\ ^ Jf "Why are you all sitting here?" They replied that since the 
Holy Prophet ^L. 3 Up &\ was no more, they could do nothing. He told them, 
"What shall we live for after the Holy Prophet Up is J^? Stand up and die 
for the Din (religion) that the Holy Prophet pJL- 3 Up i»\ JL* died for!" Saying this, he 
flung himself into the enemy lines and fought till he was martyred. 

Sayyidina Thabit bin Dahda &s also addressed the Sahaba in a similar 
way saying, "If Muhammad (JL, j Up &\ is martyred, know that Allah is Alive 
and shall never die. So fight for your Din (religion) and Allah shall purify you 
and assist you." Upon his bidding, a group of the Ansar rose to fight and he 
could not be subdued till Sayyidina Khalid bin Walid killed him with a 

spear. 

Another incident is that of a emigrant (Muhajir) who passed by an Ansari 
lying in a pool of blood. He asked the Ansari whether he knew that the Holy 
Prophet fL.j Up ibt jU> was martyred. The Ansari replied, "If he is martyred then 
he has indeed fulfilled his duty of Prophethood, (our work is still incomplete) so 
go and fight for your Din (religion)l" 

The episode of Sayyidina Sa'ad bin Rabi ifo is similar. The Holy 
Prophet j Up iui JU> sent Sayyidina Zaid bin Thabit ifo to search for him, 
instructing him to pass his salams on to him should he find him alive. When 
Sayyidina Zaid <up &\ ^ found Sayyidina Sa'ad ^J, the latter was fatally 
wounded with 70 wounds on his body, and he had only a few last breaths to 
take. Sayyidina Zaid «up &\ passed on to him the message of the Holy Prophet 
(JL-j Up m ju, asking him how he was. Sayyidina Sa'ad ^ & ^ j replied, "Salams 
to the Holy Prophet <JL-j Up &\ JU and to you. Tell the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ 
that I smell the sweet fragrance of Heaven Qannah), and tell my Ansar brethren 
that if the enemy has to gain access to the Holy Prophet^ 3 Up ifci JU> before any 
of their eyes (i.e. while any of them are still alive), then they shall have no excuse 
to offer before Allah." With these words, he breathed his last. 

When the rumour of the martyrdom of the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up &s 
diminished the spirit of the Companions (Sahaba) ^ -As ^ Jf Sayyidina Abu 
Sufyan (who was then the leader of the infidels (kuffar) mounted a mountain and 
exclaimed, "May Hubl be elevated!" (Hubl was one of their gods). Sayyidina 
Umar ^ 2bi said, "O the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up it JU*, should we not reply?" 
When the Holy Prophet <X<) U* jbt replied in the affirmative, Sayyidina Umar 
<up ibi remarked in a loud voice, "Allah is more elevated and greater!" 

To this Abu Sufyan replied, "We have Uzza whereas you have no Uzza!" 
(Uzza was also one of their gods). The Holy Prophet (JL. 3 Up 2»t Ju* told Sayyidina 
Umar <up ibi ^ to say, "Allah is our helper and you have no helper!" When he 
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said this, Abu Sufyan proclaimed, "Where is so and so?" (referring to the Holy 
Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ ju, Sayyidina Abu Bakr and Umar <up i»i ^>j. 

Sayyidina Umar <up i»i responded, "Here is the Hdly Prophet U* & JU 
(JL.^ Abu Bakr and I am here too." 

Sayyidina Abu Sufyan ^ &\ said, "Today is in lieu of Badr. At times 
some people are victorious and at times the fighting is equal." Upon this, 
Sayyidina Umar &\ replied, "It is not the same. Our deceased ones are in 
Heaven (Jannah) and your deceased are in the fire." Abu Sufyan said, "If this is 
your belief then we are destroyed!" 

At this time, there were 12 people with the Holy Prophet jJU 3 U* i»i (The 
others came later on). The others had either left for Madinah, or mounted the 
mountain nearby. Of those with the Holy Prophet <JLv 3 Up &\ J^> were Sayyidina 
Abu Bakr, Umar, Ali, Talha, Zubair, Harith bin Simmah ^ &\ and others. 
The Holy Prophet ^i- 3 Up iut proceeded with them to the valley where the 
fight originally began. 

Upon reaching the valley, The Holy Prophet pJL- 3 Up &\ jl* reclined against 
the rocks. On seeing him, the Poly theist (Mushrik) Ubayy bin Khalaf exclaimed 
that he was going to slay the Holy Prophet <JL- j Up iut ju. This he used to say 
from the time he was in Makkah, when the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up &\ JU told him 
self that he would be the one to kill Ubayy. On this occasion, he was armed to the 
teeth. When the Holy Prophet ju* saw him, he flung a spear at him, 

which caused him to fall from his horse. Although the injury appeared to be 
insignificant, he bellowed like a bull. His companions carried him away and 
rebuked him for screaming in that manner over such a small injury. 

He told them that he was going to die since the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &\ 
had mentioned in Makkah that he would kill him. He told them that he was 
experiencing such pain that, if it had to be distributed amongst all the people of 
Hijaz, they would all die. He died en route to Makkah at a place called Rabigh. 

[Bukhari, "Ruhul Ma'ani", and Von Kathir Up &\ 

In all the battles fought in Islam, Ubayy bin Khalaf was the only one to be 
killed by the Holy Prophet pJL- 3 Up j&\ ju. Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up ajji ^> j narrates 
that the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &\ JL* said, "The people who will be most severely 
punished on the Day of Judgment is that person who killed a Prophet, was killed 
by a Prophet, or killed any of his parents. Those who make pictures will also be 
amongst these, as well as that scholar who did not benefit from his knowledge." 
["MishkatuI Masabih" p.3 87] 

In the above verse, Allah mentions that although the Holy Prophet Up ifct J^> 
jJL-j was a Prophet, it could not be said that he will not pass away. It is the 
exclusive quality of the Creator of the worlds, Allah, that He shall live forever. 
The Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up & was a caller to Allah and not Allah himself. His 
duty was to invite others to the worship of Allah and invoke them to abstain 
from polytheism (shirk). Should he pass away naturally or be slain, none should 
turn back to their former religions. The Din (religion) is from Allah, Who is 
Forever and should Be worshipped till eternity. 
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THE SERMON OF SAYYIDINA ABU BAKR <up Ai ^ 

On the occasion of Uhud, The Holy Prophet ,JL. , *jp ii was neither slain 
nor did he pass away. However, when he did pass away, the Companions 
(Sahaba) ^ 2ui ^ were stunned and very much bereaved. Despite being a brave 
and sensible person, Sayyidina Umar ito ^ swore that the Holy Prophet &\ .j^ 
fl* 3 ^ did not die and merely went to meet Allah as Sayyidina Musa r *>U\ cU 
had gone for forty days and then returned. In the same way, he said, The Holy 
Prophet .jO-j Up also went to meet Allah and will soon return to cut off the 

hands and feet of those who claim that he died. 

While he was addressing the people in this manner, Sayyidina Abu Bakr ^ 
<up &\ came and, after silencing Sayyidina Umar <up &\ j and praising Allah, he 
addressed the people saying, "All those who worshipped Muhammad &\ 
jO-j should know that he has passed away. Those who worship Allah should 
know that He is Forever, shall live Forever and will never die." He then recited 
the verse 'Muhammad <Up m is but a messenger. Indeed many messengers../' 

At this time, this verse had not even occurred to the other Companions 
(Sahaba) ^ &\ ^> Jf and it was as if they had never known about it. When they 
heard the verse, they were finally convinced of the demise. Sayyidina Umar ^ 
-up &\ said that it was only when he heard the verse that he became convinced of 
the demise of the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up ii ju. [Al Bidaya wan Nihaya] 

Allah declares in the verse "He who turns back on his heels can never harm Allah 
in the least." Those who choose to revert to their former religions cannot harm 
Allah. When a person accepts the Din (religion) of Islam, he should never think 
that his worship will benefit Allah and that he can harm Allah by refraining from 
His worship. Allah is totally Independent and none can harm, nor benefit Him. 
Allah shall reward the person who worships Him and accepts His divinity. In so 
doing the person benefits himself only. 

" the grateful ones..." The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that this 

refers to those who remain steadfast upon the Din (religion) of Islam. This will 
only happen once a person is convinced of the truth of the Dm (religion). 
Remaining upon the Din (religion) is a sign of gratefulness, while turning away 
from it is a sign of ingratitude. 

"Every soul shall die only by the permission of Allah at an appointed hour." None 
can die before his appointed hour, neither can the hour be postponed in the least. 
The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (vA p.74) writes that this verse encourages Jihad 
(religion war) and rebukes those who avoid Jihad (religion war) because of the fear 
of death. 

He writes further that the verse could also be a form of consolation to the 
Muslims, telling them that the demise of the Holy Prophet ^L. 3 aJp &\ was 
inevitable, as is the case with every other mortal. 

"WJwsoever desires the reward of this world, We shall give him thereof." For 
example the person who fights in Jihad (religion war) to earn the booty shall get it 
(if Allah desires, as is stipulated in Surah Bani Isra'il). In a like manner, 
"whosoever desires the reward of the Hereafter, We shall grant him thereof as well. Soon 
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We will reward the thankful ones." This verse alludes to those archers who in the 
haste of gathering the booty, forgot the instruction of the Holy Prophet 4* ii 
jJL. > It also praises those who remained loyal with him during those trying times. 

A REMINDER TO CONTEMPORARY ORATORS AND 
JOURNALISTS 

There is great wisdom in every action of Allah, as well as tremendous 
lessons for mankind till the Day of Judgment. This also applies to the false 
rumours about the demise of the Holy Prophet ^ 3 <4* & and Allah's 
reproach of those who used this opportunity to turn away from the Din (religion) 
of Islam. These lessons teach man that the Din (religion) belongs to Allah and 
worship is reserved for Him only since He has been Forever and shall remain so 
till eternity. 

Sayyidina Abu Bakr ii used the same verse to silence and, at the same 
time, console the Muslims upon the demise of the Holy Prophet ^ j ^ & J*. In 
this, there is a great lesson for every man to come that although it is natural to 
grieve when some renowned personality dies, every Muslim should bear in 
mind that this is inevitable. Whoever the person may have been, a Mufti, a 
mentor, a Muhaddith, etc. it is of no use to shed tears and then to sit idle in 
bereavement. Those who succeed them should adopt the cause for which these 
noble souls lived their lives and aid to revive the Din (religion) that they sought to 
uplift. 

It is common that foolish statements are made when such people pass away. 
People lamentingly say, "What shall happen now? Our Prophet has left us as!" 
Saying this, they neither continue the practices of their saints nor do they 
propagate his message. They should ponder over their statements when they say 
"What will happen now?" How was the Din (religion) passed on through the 
centuries before them? Did not the predecessors of these very saints pass on 
before them? They never chose to perpetuate their grief and pass their lives in 
bereavement as people do nowadays. 

The Din (religion) belongs to Allah. People will come and go, but He is 
Everlasting. The media and leaders of various fraternities organise functions in 
commemoration of deceased personalities wherein certain orators laude such 
praises that are tantamount to infidelity (kufr). Some exclaim (Allah forbid!) that 
the blood-stained claws of fate have snatched the person away from us at a time 
when we needed him the most! Others write, "Where will another like him be 
born?" There are also those who say, "Hadhrat has left us as orphans, without 
support." (This they say as if his death preceded its appointed hour and occurred 
without the permission of Allah). May Allah protect us from such perverse 
statements! Amin. 

The vtsrse responds to such remarks impressing upon one to be content with 
the decree of Allah and to continue carrying out good deeds. The Din (religion) of 
Allah shall remain flourishing in the world for as long as Allah wills, and this is 
not dependent on any Sheikh, Muhaddith, Pir or Mufti. The incident at Uhud 
also refutes the annual commemoration of the demise of Sayyidina Hussain 
<up i». The Holy Prophet ^ lived for seven years after the battle of 
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Uhud, yet he never commemorated the martyrdom of his uncle, Sayyidina 
Hamza &\ Mourning and shedding crocodile tears are not becoming of a 
vibrant, living nation. 




(146) Numerous were the Prophets with whom many devoted men fought. They 
never lost courage with all the hardships that afflicted them in the path of Allah, 
neither did they weaken, nor become helpless. Allah loves the patient ones. 

(147) Their only cry was that they would say, "O our Lord, forgive us our sins 
and transgressions in our affairs, keep our feet firm and help us against the 
disbelieving nation. (148) So Allah granted them the reward of the world and an 
excellent reward in the Hereafter. Allah loves those who do good. 

THE SACRIFICE AND PRAYERS OF THOSE DEVOTED TO THE 
PREVIOUS PROPHETS f *Ji ^ 

From the very distant past, the battle has raged between Belief (Iman) and 
infidelity. This stemmed from the time that the infidels reared their ugly head 
from the children of the father of man, Sayyidina Adam Up. The companions 
of all the Prophets f%^\ made tremendous sacrifices in the battles against the 
infidels (kuffar) and many of their lives were lost. The above verse applauds their 
excellent conduct in this regard, praising the fact that they never lost courage, 
nor did they display any weakness or helplessness in the face of the enemy. They 
remained resolute and fought with great determination, constantly praying to 
Allah, "O our Lord, forgive us our sins and transgressions in our affairs, keep our feet 
firm and help us against the disbelieving nation. 

As a result, "So Allah granted them the reward of the world (in the form of 
victory over their enemies) and an excellent reward in the Hereafter (by way of 
His pleasure and Heaven Qannah))." 

All this is a lesson for the Ummah of Sayyidina Muhammad (JL-j aJLp- & JL* 
We should also remain devoted to our Prophet, fighting by his side in the face of 
all kinds of tribulations. Difficulties must be anticipated as these will alwaysr 
present themselves to the devoted ones, as they did to those in the past as well. 
The infidels (kuffar) will continue to exert themselves against the believers, 
battles will be fought on an ongoing basis, and many believers will lose their 
lives. Despite all of this, the believers must maintain control, must persevere an J 
show no weakness. 

The prayer of those in the past teaches us that it is necessary to seefc 
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forgiveness even while doing good deeds. This is so because no person can do an 
action truly worthy of Allah's acceptance and no action is devoid of deficiencies. 
By seeking pardon while carrying out an action, a person's past sins are forgiven 
and, at the same time, any deficiency in the present action is compensated for. 

It may also happen that one omits a good action when involved in the 
commission of another. This amounts to a form of transgression of the limits, 
which shall also be forgiven when seeking repentance. 

The supplication for assistance against the enemy* draws attention to the fact 
that victory does not depend upon a large army or superiority in weaponry. All 
is from Allah, therefore attention should never be diverted from Him. 

$ c ^ <J)s Lisr ^ 4 $z 

J£> S^l Idfi hlxJL , H ^ 

(149) O you who believe, if you obey those who disbelieve, they shall turn you 
back on your heels, rendering you losers. (150) Nevertheless, Allah is your 
Protecting Friend and He is the best of helpers. (151) We shall soon cast terror 
into the hearts of the disbelievers because they ascribe partners to Allah, for 
which no warrant has been revealed. Their abode is the fire, and it is indeed an 
evil abode for the oppressors. 

DO NOT OBEY THE DISBELIEVERS! 

The first of the above three verses warns against following the dictates of 
the disbelievers (kuffar). Thereafter it mentions that the result of such foolishness 
is that they will revert the Muslim back to his former religion of disbelief Qcufr) 
and polytheism (shirk). Should this occur, the Muslim will be the loser both in 
this world as well as in the Hereafter. 

"Nevertheless, Allah is your Protecting Friend and He is the best of helpers." 
Therefore, only Allah should be worshipped and assistance should be sought 
only from Him. The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.4 p.87) writes that "those who 
disbelieve" refers to the Munafiqm (hypocrites). Narrating from Sayyidina Ali ^ j 
-up &\, he says that when the Muslims were defeated at Uhud, these hypocrites 
told the Muslims to revert back to the religion of the Makkans. 

Other commentators maintain that the verse refers to Abu Sufyan and the 
other disbelievers (kuffar) who fought in Uhud. According to this interpretation, 
the verse means that the Muslim should not show any weakness, nor accept a 
truce with the disbelievers (kuffar). (When the Muslims were suffering a defeat at 
Uhud, some of them expressed the opinion that they drop their arms and opt for 
a truce with the disbelievers (kuffar)). 
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The Jews and Christians may also be referred to in the verse, meaning that 
the Muslims should not accept their consultation in any matter; This is the 
opinion of Sayyidina Ibn Juraij *i* ifo The message of the Qur'an is general 
and applicable to all the disbelievers (kuffar) till the Day of Judgment. The 
Muslims should never obey them, never consider them as allies and never bow 
before them. 

We shall soon cast terror into the hearts of the disbelievers../' It is recorded in 
"Ruhul Ma'ani" that when Abu Sufyan and the disbelievers (kuffar) were 
marching back to Makkah, they regretted not finishing off all the Muslims. It 
occurred to them that they should return to complete the task but Allah cast 
terror into their hearts and they opted not to do so. However, they sent a 
Bedouin to Madinah, to sound the false warning that the disbelievers (kuffar) 
were preparing to launch a new attack. The Holy Prophet pJL-j «ip ibi jl* 
dispatched a detachment of the Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ to a place called 
H'amra -ul Asad. They, however, encountered no resistance. 

In this verse, Allah then mentions the reason for the awe and terror that He 
placed in their hearts. Allah says that it was "because they ascribe partners to Allah, 
for which no warrant has been revealed" By Allah casting terror into their hearts m 
this world, the Muslims were safeguarded, and in the Hereafter for the 
disbelievers (kuffar) "Their abode is the fire, and it is indeed an evil abode for the 
oppressors" 

It is gathered from this verse that polytheism (shirk) is the actual cause of 
terror being struck in the heart. This fact has been witnessed when the 
Companions (Sahaba) ^ & marched to Persia, where they were met by a 
large force of the fire-worshippers. When the fighting commenced in all 
earnestness, the Persians became totally disorientated and fled the battlefield. 
The same occurred in the Crusades, as well as the battles with the Hindus of 
India. They were all petrified by the awe that Allah instilled into their hearts and 
they deserted the battlefields, leaving the Muslim to fly the flag of oneness of 
Allah (Tauhid) over their lands. The psyche of disbelief (kufr) is to be terrified and 
that of oneness of Allah (Tauhid) is to be brave and courageous. 

THE TRUE DIN (RELIGION) IS THAT WHICH ALLAH REVEALED 

" .......because they ascribe partners to Allah for which no warrant has been 

revealed. - This verse tells us that the only correct way to live is the way which 
Allah has revealed to man. The human has the instinctive knowledge that he is 
the creation of Allah and that there is no deity besides Him. However, those who 
have not attached themselves to the Prophet a-U, have mingled the worship 
of Allah with that of other beings. Many of these people have concocted beliefs 
about Allah that are totally deviant. • 

None of the religions other than Islam can conclusively prove that their 
beliefs, practices and acts of devotion are from Allah. These things were 
introduced by the founders of these religions or by their adherents thereafter. To 
adopt any belief or action as a lifetime practice and to consider it a means of 
salvation is sheer foolishness when it is not proven to be from Allah Himself. 

The followers of other religions should be asked what proof they have to 
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say that their beliefs and practices are from Allah? The Christians have no proof 
that Sayyidina Isa ^LJ\ -uip entreated them to believe that he was the son of Allah. 
They are also incapable of proving that he told them he will be killed and that 
only those people shall attain salvation who believes in these things. None of 
these beliefs were propounded by Sayyidina Isa fiLJs ^ but they were fabricated 
long after him. 

The followers of every religion should ponder about what proof they have 
to claim that their religion is from Allah and that they were instructed by Him to 
follow their religion. The Qur'an makes it clear that the only beliefs and acts of 
worship that are legitimate are those conclusively revealed by Allah. All are 
aware of the fact that the only religion able to claim a link with Allah is Islam. 
Therefore, it is only wise and appropriate that all others not in Islam should 
follow the religion ordained by the Creator Himself, thereby assuring themselves 
of eternal success. 



"1 *< r< ' - is"?* 1" \S 

(152) Most assuredly Allah made good His promise to you when you slayed 
them with His permission. Until (the time came when) you lost courage, 
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disputed with regard to the order and disobeyed after you were shown what you 
liked. Some of you sought the world while some of you sought the Hereafter. 
Then Allah deflected you from them to test you. Undoubtedly He has pardoned 
you and verily Allah is Most Kind to the believers. (153) When you were fleeing, 
not turning towards anyone and the messenger called to you from behind. Then 
Allah compensated you with grief for your grief so that you may not be 
despondent over that which you missed nor that which afflicted you. Allah 
Knows well what you do. (154) Then Allah descended serenity upon you after 
the grief in the form of slumber that overcame a party of you while another 
party, concerned with themselves, thought of Allah what was untrue, a thought 
of ignorance. They said, "Do we have any say in the matter?" Tell them, "Every 
matter rests with Allah!" They hide in their souls what they do not disclose to 
you. They say, "If we had any say in the matter we would not be killed here!" 
Tell them, "Even if you were in your homes, those who were destined to be 
killed would have emerged towards their places of death." (All this took place) 
So that Allah may test what is within your breasts and purify that which is 
within your hearts. Allah knows what is within the hearts. (155) Those of you 
who fled on the day when the two masses clashed, were caused to falter by 
Satan (Shaytan) due to some of the actions that they perpetrated. Without doubt 
Allah has pardoned them. Surely Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Clement. 

THE CAUSE FOR THE DEFEAT AT UHUD 

These verses shed light on the causes for the temporary defeat of the 
Muslims at Uhud. Mention is also made of their initial victory and the tranquility 
that overcame them after their grief. 

At the outset of the battle, The Holy Prophet ^ _> Up 2b% JU* posted the band 
of archers at the mountain pass. Their instructions were explicit that they were 
not to move irrespective of the conditions. The Holy Prophet (JL-^ Up i» JU> told 
them that as long as they remained rooted to their positions, victory was assured 
for the Muslims. This was a promise from Allah, and while they remained at 
their stations, the Muslims gained the upper hand. Even the polytheists 
(Mushrikin) women, including Hinda bint Utba, began to flee in such desperation 
that they left behind all their belongings. 

When the band of archers saw this victory (which is, according to the verse, 
"what they liked") they disputed with regard to the order of the Holy Prophet JU* 

Up it. This is referred to in the verse as disputed with regard to the order." 

Thereafter, most of them abandoned their posts in pursuit of the booty, as Allah 
says that they "disobeyed after you were shown what you liked. Some of you sought the 
world while some of you sought the Hereafter" 

When the polytheists (mushrikin) saw the unguarded pass, they made a 
break towards it and attacked the Muslims from behind. The Muslims reeled 
before this onslaught, lost courage, and could not offer any resistance. This is 
referred to in the phase, "Then Allah deflected you from them to test you." However, 
Allah then declares His forgiveness for them when He says, "Undoubtedly He has 
pardoned you and verily Allah is Most Kind to the believers." 

When the Muslim army was scattered in the counter attack, The Holy 
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Prophet fJLj Up i»i summoned them to regroup calling out, "Oh bondsmen of 
- Allah! Gather around me!" This call was answered by only a few Companions 
(Sahaba) ^ & while the others were oblivious to the call. Allah refers to this 
by saying that the grief of the Holy Prophet u* it J* was replaced by the 
grief of the Companions (Sahaba) ^ i» when they were also afflicted by 
adversity. Allah says, "When you were fleeing, not turning towards anyone and the 
messenger called to you from behind. Then Allah compensated you with grief for your 
grief" 

Another interpretation of the above verse is that the first grief was that of 
suffering a reverse in the battle, while the second was the rumour of the 
martyrdom of the Holy Prophet pJL, j Up 2bt One may refer to "Ruhul Ma'ani" 
for some other interpretations of this verse. 

" so that you may not be despondent over that which you missed nor that 

which afflicted you" Here the wisdom of the grief is explained. It overcame them 
to make them determined so that if another similar situation arose, they will be 
able to meet it with fortitude. Every difficulty becomes easy once perseverance is 
inculcated, and Allah gives support to such people. 

PACIFYING THE GRIEF OF THE COMPANIONS (SAHABA) At ^ 

When the Companions (Sahaba) ^ i» ^ suffered the overwhelming grief 
of injury and defeat, Allah pacified and subdued them by enveloping them in a 
slumber. This was so pronounced that they did not even pay heed to their grief 
thereafter. Similarly, when no relief or cure can be offered to an ailing person, a 
doctor often administers a sedative that will put the patient off to sleep. In this 
way he is made to forget about his condition, granting him respite. Allah says in 
his regard, "Then Allah descended serenity upon you after the grief in the form of 
slumber that overcame a party of you.." 

The above occurred to the Muslims. On the other hand, the situation with 
the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) was different. Allah says with regard to them, "while 
another party, concerned with themselves, thought of Allah what was untrue, a thought 
of ignorance." These people had no feelings for the Din (religion) or for the Holy 
Prophet <JUj Up &\ JL*. "They said, 'Do we have any say in the matter?' They would 
say that if our opinion was accepted, we would not have emerged from Madinah 
to be killed here at Uhud. * 

The verse replies to them, "Tell them, 'Every matter rests with Allah!" Allah 
says further "Tell them, 'Even if you were in your homes, those who were destined to be 
killed would have emerged towards their places of death." 

"So that Allah may test what is within your breasts and purify that which is within 
your hearts. Allah knows what is within the hearts." This verse implies that whatever 
has transpired "as so that Allah may test the inner condition of those involved. It 
is during trying times like these that the true nature of a person becomes 
apparent. Consequently, the hypocrisy of the hypocrites (munafiqin) was exposed 
just as the Belief (Iman) of the Muslims was fortified and strengthened. 

Allah has knowledge of everything before it can actually take place. 
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However, verses such as the above refer to the knowledge of an event that has 
transpired. It also refers to the knowledge that is soon to come to the attention of 
the people. 

THE DECLARATION OF THE COMPANIONS (SAHABA) &\ ^ 
BEING FORGIVEN 

"Those of you who fled on the day when the two masses clashed, were caused to 
falter by Devil (Shay tan) due to some of the actions that they perpetrated. Without doubt 
Allah has pardoned them. Surely Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Clement." This verse 
offers comfort to the Muslims by announcing Allah's pardon. It also states that 
the momentary retreat of the Companions (Sahaba) ^ iut ^ was caused by 
Devil (Shay tan), and that this was a result of other misdeeds. This teaches us that 
the committing of sins leads to more sins being committed. When Devil (Shaytan) 
instigates a person to commit a sin, it encourages him to continue doing the 
same. 

[The above details about the battle of Uhud has been extracted from the 
tafsir of Allama Ibn Kath'ir *A* i»i and the books " Al Bidaya wan Nihaya" and 
"RuhulMa'ani"] 




(156) O you who believe, do not be like those who disbelieve and say to their 
brothers, when they travel in the land or are fighting soldiers, "If they were with 
us, they would neither have died nor been killed!" So that Allah may make this 
an anguish in their hearts. Allah gives life and death, and Allah sees all that you 
do." (157) Should you be martyred in the path of Allah or die, then verily the 
forgiveness from Allah and His mercy are better than all that they amass. (158) If 
you die or are martyred then unto Allah shall you be gathered. 

DO NOT BE LIKE THE DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) WHO DETEST 
FIGHTING IN JIHAD (RELIGION WAR) 

Some people are in the habit of not doing any good deeds, nor allowing 
others to do the same. When someone does carry out good actions they scorn 
and scoff him. In addition, they consider any good done to them as being 
detrimental. 

Those who are drowned in the love of this world detest that others should 
sacrifice their lives and wealth in pursuit of the Hereafter. This was the condition 
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of the Hypocrites (Munafiqin). They would say about their brothers (in lineage 
and superficially in religion) that if they had not gone out on journey or in Jihad 
(religion war), they would still be alive. This statement appears to be due to 
compassion, but compassion should never present an obstacle to prevent people 
from carrying out good deeds. Allah instructs the Muslims not to be like these 
people who say such things. 

Allah then draws our attention to the fact that the granting of life and death 
is the exclusive right of Allah. Wherever a person may be, he can never escape 
the decree of Allah. 

"Should you be martyred in the path of Allah or die, then verily the forgiveness 
from Allah and His mercy are better than all that they amass/' Those who are greedy 
for the world, think only of the world and desire the same for others, saying, "If 
they were with us, they would neither have died nor been killed!" They believed that if 
these people had lived longer,, they would have been able to amass more wealth. 
Allah states emphatically that this wealth is of no value when compared to the 
forgiveness and mercy of Allah, which the martyrs shall receive. 

"If you die or are martyred, then unto Allah shall you be gathered." If this shall be 
the destination of every person, why should one not die in His way? 




(159) It is due to the mercy of Allah that you [O Muhammad ^L-j *4* At are 
lenient with them. If you had been ill-tempered and hard-hearted, they would 
have all dispersed from around you. So pardon them, seek forgiveness for them 
and consult with them in matters. When you have taken a decision, then place 
your trust in Allah. Verily Allah loves those who place their trust in Him. 

THE NOBLE CHARACTER OF THE HOLY PROPHET ^JL-j At 

The Holy Prophet pJL- 3 Up At JL* never adopted a harsh attitude towards the 
Companions (Sahaba) ^ At when they caused him much grief on the 
occasion of Uhud by fleeing from the battlefield. He never rebuked nor 
reproached them for their misdemeanour. Allah lauds this kind and gentle 
personality of the Holy Prophet Up At J* in the above verse. The verse also 
serves to console and comfort the Muslims. 

While previous verses have already declared Allah's forgiveness for the 
Companions (Sahaba) ^ At ^ Jf this verse instructs the Holy Prophet Up At J* 
pL* j to also pardon them. In addition, the verse also commands the Holy Prophet 
fL* 3 Up At to seek forgiveness from Allah on their behalf. Thereafter, Allah 
further lends succour to them by telling the Holy Prophet Up At jj>, "consult 
with them in matters. When you have taken a decision, then place your trust in Allah. 
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Verily Allah loves those who place their trust in Him." 

THE HIGH STATUS OF A PLEASANT DISPOSITION 

While the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &\ J^> always possessed a pleasant and 
accommodating nature, it became especially conspicuous on the occasion of 
Uhud. 

The "Mu'atta" of Imam Malik Up & narrates that the Holy Prophet ib» jl* 
^ j Up said, "I have been sent to perfect noble character/' Sayyidina Abu Darda 
<up i»i reports that the Holy Prophet ^ i said, "Undoubtedly the 
weightiest thing to be placed upon the scale of a Believer (Mu'minin) on the Day 
of Judgment shall be noble character. Certainly Allah detests the person who is 
obscene and vulgar." 

Sayyidah Ayshah \+* ifo narrates that the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up &\ 
said, "By virtue of good character, a Believer (Mu'minin) undoubtedly attains the 
rank of the one who stands in prayer every night and fasts every day." 

Leniency and a soft-hearted nature constitute good character. Muslim 
records a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ifci said, "The person 
deprived of gentleness is deprived of all good." In another narration he said, 
"Gentleness serves to beautify a thing, and anything from which it is removed 
becomes defective." 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud -up i»i narrates that the Holy Prophet 
pJL.j Up iu\ said, "Should I not inform you of a thing that is forbidden for the fire of 
Hell and upon which the fire of Hell is forbidden? It is that quality of that person 
with whom mixing is easy, he is gentle-hearted, dear and lenient." 

It is recorded in Abu Dawud that the Prophet the Holy Prophet^ _> Up iui 
mentioned, "The harsh and ill mannered person shall never enter Heaven 
Qannah)." [All these Ahddith are reported in "Mishkatul Masabih"] 

The Holy Prophet ^JL^ Up i»i JU* is the chief of all those possessing good 
character, therefore he was most lenient and compassionate. He bore all 
difficulties with tolerance and gentleness. 

"If you had been ill-tempered and hard-hearted, they would have all dispersed from 
around you." In this verse, Allah makes it clear that one of the binding factors that 
kept the Companions (Sahaba) ^ ifo attached to the Holy Prophet Up ifo JU> 
jJL- j was the quality of gentleness and leniency. This caused them to love him to 
the limits and beyond, being prepared even to sacrifice their lives for him. If 
(Allah forbid!) he were not so, they would not have hesitated to desert him. 

TEACHERS AND MENTORS SHOULD ADOPT A PLEASANT 
DISPOSITION 

It is instinctive within man that he is attracted to a person who is tolerant, 
friendly, unassuming and polite. People enjoy associating with such individuals, 
as well as learning and benefiting from them. This verse teaches a golden lesson 
especially to all those people who are involved in propagating the Din (religion) 
brought by the Holy Prophet ^ Up i»t These people who include teachers, 
preachers, Muhaddithin, Muftis, mentors and Islamic missionaries should be 
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particular about emulating the exemplary conduct of the Holy Prophet <uU ifo 
jJL-> If they wish to serve the Ummah, they should be kind, warm, loving and 
gentle. If they adopt an attitude of intolerance and harshness, people will avoid 
them and remain aloof even though the person may be extremely learned. 

Although every Muslim should be adorned with these praiseworthy 
qualities, they are especially necessary for the above persons. Perfection entails 
associating comfortably with all and sundry, carrying out good actions, teaching 
what is good and happily bearing hardships and difficulties. Isolating oneself so 
that no harm befalls one is not as praiseworthy as being of benefit to others and 
bearing difficulties in the process. 

Tirmidhi records a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet jJL- j Up ibt JU* said, "The 
Muslim who associates with people and tolerates hardships is better than the one 
who does not associate with them and cannot endure the difficulties they give 
him." ["Mishkatul Masabih" p. 432] 

THE INSTRUCTION TO CONSULT 

"...consult with them in matters." Even before the revelation of this verse, The 
Holy Prophet pJL- j Up 2ui JU* used to consult with the Companions (Sahaba) ifo 

and continued to do so afterwards as well. The instruction in this verse 
indicates the status and position of the Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ and is 
also a means of consolation for them. The instruction to consult (called 
"Mashwara" in Arabic) does not apply to situations concerning which the 
instruction of Allah is clear. Only those decisions that were left to be decided by 
the Holy Prophet ^L- j 4* & are referred to here. 

THE NECESSITY AND IMPORTANCE OF CONSULTATION 

When even the messenger of Allah jJUj U* & J** was not exempt from 
resorting tq "Mashwara" (consultation), none to come after him can deem himself 
exempt from the same. Every leader and person of authority must consult in 
public matters. 

There is tremendous benefit in consultation (Mashwara). People of. 
intelligence and understanding should be consulted even though they may be 
junior in age and rank. The reason for this is that various opinions are desired in 
consultation (Mashwara); making a suitable decision then becomes easy. It 
frequently occurs that certain factors are overlooked by senior people and are 
noticed only by the younger ones. When all factors and angles are viewed, 
insight into a situation is gained, resulting in a suitable decision being reached. 

Sayyidina Anas &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet <JL-j Up JU> said, 
"The person who makes Istikhara (a prayer for Allah' s guidance in a particular 
matter) shall never fail and the one who makes consultation (Mashwara) shall 
never regret." [Bayhaqi in "Majma'ul Fawa'id" v.2 p.280] 

Consultation (Mashwara) should also be made in domestic affairs as well as 
in corporate matters. It is incumbent upon the person being consulted that he 
offers an opinion that he considers correct. The Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ said, 
"The person being consulted is trusted" [Tirmidhi]. A person seeking advice on a 
personal matter should be given such directives that are suitable. 
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Abu Dawud Up iui ^ records a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet U* ibi JU» 
jJUj said, ''Whoever directs a person towards something, knowing that, it would 
be better to act on another thing, then he has definitely breached his trust." 

In this regard, Sayyidina Ali 2bt has mentioned a blanket rule which 
has been recorded by Allama Sakhawi Up ^ in the book "Al Maqasidul 
Hasanah" (p.383). He says, "When consulted about a matter, a person should 
offer that advice which he would do himself (if he were placed in the same 
situation)." This is in conformance with the hadith wherein the Holy Prophet JU» 
jjL-j Up ibi described the best Belief (Iman). He said, "That you like for others as 
you like for yourself and you dislike for them what you dislike for yourself." 
["Mishkatul Masabih" p. 16] 

THE SHAR'I (ISLAMIC LAWS) PERSPECTIVE OF MASHWARA 
(CONSULTATION) 

After instructing consultation (Mashwara), Allah says, "When you have taken a 
decision, then place your trust in Allah. Verily Allah loves those who place their trust in 
Him." This verse explains that once the consultation (Mashwara) has been 
concluded and a decision has been reached, complete trust and reliance should 
be placed in Allah before acting upon the decision. 

This verse clarifies that it was not necessary for the Holy Prophet Up &\ ju* 
i*lw-j to abide by the specific opinion of any one person or by that of all. Whatever 
he chose to do at the end could be practiced. No adviser should feel sad when his 
opinion is not practiced because consultation (Mashwara) is never in vain. Each 
person Who applied his thoughts and presented an opinion shall receive the 
reward for it. After the process of consultation, The Holy Prophet fL-^ Up i»t 
was free to act on any of the opinions (including his own). 

Reliance upon Allah is emphasised in this verse since a Believer (Mu'min) 
never relies upon the opinions and plans of people. These are merely means to 
an end and cannot guarantee the best results. 

The practice of consultation (Mas/ra?ara)continued even after the Holy 
Prophet jJL- j Up M JL>, and is in vogue till this day. It should be understood that 
the person consulting, be he the Leader of Believers (Amirul '.' Mu'minin) or the 
father in a family, is not obliged to accept the opinion of any one person or that 
of all. Despite requesting the opinions of others, he may still decide to act on his 
personal inclination without reservation. 

If the person consulting and those being consulted are sincere and desirous 
of Allah's pleasure, then there shall be no ill feelings between them. None shall 
then be disappointed that his opinion was not taken, nor will they feel that the 
Leader of Believers (Amirul Mu'minin) is a dictator who ignores the feelings ol 
others. All these conflicts will arise when the leader and the subjects lad 
sincerity and mutual trust in each other. 

If a leader was elected according to the Shari'ah and he is a person of piety 
is relied upon by the people as being a man of knowledge and sound practice 
and is not a glory seeker, then there will be no objection to his acting upon hi? 
personal opinion. 
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PRESENT DAY DEMOCRACY 

Throughout history, the system of kingship and monarchies have controlled 
countries. Some kings were oppressive, while others were just and kind. 
However, history bears testimony to the fact that the majority of these empires 
were oppressive. Having grown weary of these state of affairs, the disbelievers 
(kuffar) have introduced the system of democracy. 

Everyone comprehends the general modus operandi of this form of 
government. The basic nature of this system is that it is no more than the 
instatement of a few individuals of a party to lead the state, thereby beguiling the 
masses that the public is ruling. Democracy entails the acceptance of the majority 
vote to elect a leader, irrespective of his piety and qualifications. It is not even 
necessary that he be a Muslim. 

Even an illiterate ignoramus can stand for election, hoping to be elected. The 
parties are of all types and some are even antagonistic Islam, saying that the 
Islamic system of corporal punishment is barbaric. 

The voters are also largely people who do not understand the requirements 
of Islam. They simply cast their votes on the strength of the popularity of the 
party, its leader or financial resources. It is for this reason that irreligious, 
heretical and illiterate people are seated in parliament. 

The person winning the most votes is victorious. In this case, if eleven 
candidates contest a seat and ten of them receive 15 votes each, the eleventh 
receiving 16, will be considered to be victorious. It will then be said that he won 
by the majority whereas in actual fact the majority was opposed to him, since he 
did not receive the votes of the 150 who voted for his opponents. This is the folly 
of democracy where consideration is given to the opinion of 16 individuals in 
opposition to 150 others! 

Thereafter the party which has the majority is allowed to rule, allowing the 
entire country to be governed by a few individuals. Any member of the party 
who disagrees with any of the party's policies can say nothing to support his 
opinion and has to toe the line of the party, saying only that which is in the 
ruling party's favour. 

The question of expenses then arises. The government now has to pay for 
the accommodation, vehicles, drivers, chefs, servants and other needless 
extravagances of the president and all his ministers. Because a person is a 
member -of the ruling party, various portfolios are unnecessarily given to him; 
even though he lacks the qualifications. The tragedy of the situation is that the 
cost of these needless appointments and expenses are borne by the public. 

Then there are the expenses of the premiers, governors and deputies of the 
various provinces and districts. When these are added to the above, the coffers of 
the country are drained. 

In addition to all of this, the country is steeped in usurious debts and the 
public are burdened with income tax, P.A.Y.E. and custom duties. In spite of 
these crippling burdens, citizens of democratic countries are duped into 
believing that the country is theirs. 
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On the other hand, we have the Islamic form of government where the state 
is governed by a single the Leader of the believers (Amirul Mu'minin) who is 
simple in his habits and lifestyle. He is not paid an exorbitant salary and there 
are only single governors appointed to administrate over the various provinces. 
They are also men of humble behaviour, residing in simple homes and earning 
salaries that are adequate instead of extravagant. It is indeed tragic that people 
still prefer the misleading democratic system to this superior system. "Inna Lillahi 
Wa Inna Ilaihi Raji'un" . 

It is sometimes said that Islam supports the democratic system in that it 
advocates the practice of consultation (Shura Mashwara). This statement would be 
correct if the system is applied as described above. Islam does not approve of the 
system of elections where every person is allowed to vote irrespective of his 
status, and then the leader is chosen by way of the majority vote. 

Many people of learning are also under the misconception that the 
democratic system should be adopted instead of the Islamic system. They say 
that the democratic governments were founded with much effort and should 
therefore not be challenged. Such foolish things are said despite the fact that the 
system of democracy is fraught with defects, forcing people to accept the rule of 
such leaders who are totally irreligious just because the "majority" are in favour 
of him. 

People are beguiled into believing that sovereignty should be in the hands 
of the public when, in reality, this is the right of Allah. The masses are subject to 
His divine laws and have no right to contest the laws of Allah. 

THE NOMINATION OF THE FOUR RIGHTEOUS CALIPHS (THE 
KHULAFA RASHIDIN) 

It is common knowledge that the Righteous Caliphs "Khulafa-e-Rashidin" 
were Sayyidina Abu Bakr ibi ^ Jf Sayyidina Umar i» ^> Jf Sayyidina Uthman 
&\ and Sayyidina Ali <up &\ ^> Jm Any person possessing some understanding 
of history is aware of the fact that these four Companions (Sahaba) ^ & 
were not placed in their respective posts by the vote of the " majority" or by 
public opinion. 

After the demise of the Holy Prophet jJL,j Up ifci ju, the emigrants 
(Muhajirin) and the Ansar convened in the hall of the Bani Sa'idah where the 
nomination of a leader was deliberated. Certain members of the Ansar believed 
that one leader be chosen from the emigrants (Muhajirin) and another from the 
Ansar. Sayyidina Umar Ay^j told Abu Bakr &\ to extend his hand so 
that he may pledge allegiance to him. When Sayyidina Abu Bakr &\ 
complied, Sayyidina Umar & ^ Jf followed by the emigrants (Muhajirin) and 
then all of the Ansar pledged their allegiance to him, thereby nominating him as 
their leader. He thus became the first Caliph (Khalifa). The details of this incident 
is recorded in the book " Al Bidaya wan Nihaya" (v.5 p.246). 

When Sayyidina Abu Bakr ib! ^ was about to leave the world, without 
consulting anyone, he named Sayyidina Umar ifo as his successor. 

Thereafter, when Sayyidina Umar ifo was fatally wounded by an 
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assassin, he said that there are none more deserving of the Caliphate (Khilafah) 
than those persons with whom the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &\ was pleased till 
his dying moments. He then took the names of six individuals from whom a 
Caliph (Khalifa) was to be nominated. These were Sayyidina Ali <up Ai ^ Jf 
Sayyidina Uthman ^ 2bi ^ Jf Sayyidina Talha ^ &\ ^ Jf Sayyidina Zubair A\ 

Sayyidina Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas ^ ibi ^ and Sayyidina Abdur Rahman bin 
Auf ^ Ai ^j. He added that his son Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar ^ ifci ^ also 
assist in the nomination, stressing that he not be included amongst the nominees. 
He then also told them that should Sayyidina Sa'd &\ be nominated, he 
was worthy of the post, and should another Sahabi -up &\ be appointed, 
Sayyidina Sa'd ^ &\ was to assist him. 

After the demise of Sayyidina Umar ^ &\ ^j, the six nominees gathered to 
nominate a leader from among them. Sayyidina Abdur Rahman <up A\ ^ advise 
mat three of them hand over their rights to the Caliphate (Khilafah) to the others. 
Upon this, Sayyidina Zubair <up 2bt ^ handed his right over to Sayyidina Ali 

Sayyidina Talha Ai handed his over to Sayyidina Uthman h ^ 
and Sayyidina Sa'd gave his to Sayyidina Abdur Rahman **> &\ ^j. Then 
Sayyidina Abdur Rahman 2bt addressed Sayyidina Ali and Uthman &\ 
^ saying that, if they agreed, he would nominate a leader from the two of them, 
stressing that he would be meticulous in the matter and choose the best of them. 
When they both agreed, he consulted privately with each of them, securing an 
undertaking from either of them that, should the other be chosen as Caliph 
(Khalifa), he would accept the decision warmly. He later announced his 
nomination of Sayyidina Uthman ^ ibi ^ by requesting him to extend his hand. 
When Sayyidina Uthman &\ did so, he then personally pledged allegiance 
to him, followed by Sayyidina Ali «s> & ^j. Those waiting outside were then 
allowed in and they followed suit. 

This entire episode is recorded in Bukhari (v.l p.524). This incident makes it 
evident that Sayyidina Ali **> 2b» was satisfied with the nomination of 
Sayyidina Uthman ^ ibi and had even expressed his consent beforehand. 

When Sayyidina Uthman ^ fo was martyred, the need arose to 
nominate another Caliph (Khalifa). The Egyptian rebels (who were responsible 
for his martyrdom) demanded that Sayyidina Ali At be the next Caliph 
(Khalifa), but he was not prepared to do so. The people of Kufa sought Sayyidina 
Zubair h ^ to assume the role, but were unable to locate him. When the 
people of Basra requested Sayyidina Talha k* At to accept the caliphate 
(Khilafah), he refused, as did Sayyidina Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas and Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Umar ^ At ^ Jm Eventually when Sayyidina Ali At was put 
under much pressure, he accepted. The details of this event are recorded in "Al 
Bidaya wan Nihayah" (v. 7 p.226). 

The four Caliphs (Khulafa) were nominated in this manner without the need 
for a general election. Not even all the Companions (Sahaba) ^ & «^>j 
participated in the process of nomination, nor the entire populace of Madinah. A 
few people chose the Caliph (Khalifa) and the rest accepted. 

Enamoured by the occidental system of ignorant democracy, some people 
may argue that the method employed by the Companions (Sahaba) ^ At was 
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(Allah forbid!) incorrect and that the correct way is that of democracy. Though 
such a foolish remark deserves no reply, the following shall, nevertheless, shed 
some light on the matter. Such a statement is, in reality, an objection directed 
towards Allah himself. In the hundredth verse of Surah Taubah, Allah praises 
the Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ and those who follow them well, declaring 
"Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Allah." If it is presumed that 
these illustrious souls did not understand Islam and the correct method of 
choosing a leader, then who does understand Islam? 

The Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up ibi JL> said, "Adopt my ways and those of the 
Righteous Caliphs (Khulafa Rashidin)" [Abu Dawud and Tirmidhi]. If they had not 
been legitimately instituted and had not correctly appointed their successors, 
they would never have been referred to as the Righteous Caliphs (Khulafa 
Rashidin). It is clearly contrary to the dictates of Belief (Imdn) that a Muslim can 
possibly claim that none of the Caliphs (Khalifas) were Rashid (righteous) and be 
enamoured by the system of the disbelievers (kujfar). 




(160) If Allah helps you then none can overcome you, and if He leaves you 
without assistance, then who is there to help you? Only in Allah should the 
believers trust. 

IF ALLAH HELPS, THEN NONE CAN OVERCOME 

A previous verse declares that "Verily Allah loves those who place their trust in 
Him." In the verse under discussion, Allah instructs that only He be relied upon, 
and that the help of Allah is the prerequisite for victory. Superior numbers and 
weapons are really irrelevant since the help of Allah is all that is required to 
remain victorious. The Muslims overcame the disbelievers (kujfar) despite the 
fact that the disbelievers (kuffdr) Were greater in number and strength. 

If He leaves you without assistance, then who is there to help you r This fact was 
proven at Uhud. Assistance should only be sought from Allah, in Whom all trust 
and reliance should be placed. 




(161) It does not be hove a messenger that he deceives. He who deceives shall 
bring the object of his deceit on the Day of Judgment. Then every soul shall be 
paid in full for what it had earned and they will not be oppressed. 
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THE ONE WHO DECEIVES SHALL BRING HIS DECEIT WITH HIM 
ON THE DAY OF QIYAMAH 

"Durrul Manthur" (v.2 p.5 1) reports that after the battle of Badr, a red shawl 
could not be found. When some people indicated that it was perhaps the Holy 
Prophet jJL-j Up &\ ju> who took it, their suggestion was rejected when the above 
verse was revealed, declaring that "It does not behove a messenger that he deceives" 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that the original meaning of the word 
"ghulul" {deception) is 'to take something secretly/ This word has since been 
specifically associated with stealing from the spoils of war since this constitutes a 
misappropriation of wealth belonging to another. 

"He who deceives shall bring the object of his deceit on the Day of Judgment/' This 
is to disgrace such a person and that others come to learn of his deceit. Abu 
Dawud records a hadith wherein it is reported that when the Holy Prophet ibi 
jJL-j Up gathered the booty, he would instruct Sayyidina Bilal -up &\ to 
announce that whoever had any booty with him should bring it forth. 

When all was collected, the Holy Prophet ^ 4^ ^ ^ would take out a 
fifth (as stated in the verse, "Know that a fifth of whatever you acquire as booty is for 
Allah and the messenger"). The remaining wealth would then be distributed 
amongst the Muslim warriors. It once occurred that a person presented a rope 
made of hair after the booty had already been distributed. He entreated that this 
was what he had found as the spoils of war. The Holy Prophet jJL-j Up JU> 
asked him whether he had heard the announcement of Sayyidina Bilal <up i»» ^> 
When he replied in the affirmative, he was asked what had prevented him from 
coming sooner. To this, he gave some unsatisfactory excuse. The Holy Prophet 
pJL-j Up M JL* told him, "Then you shall have to present this on the Day of 
Judgment. I shall never accept it from you!" 

Muslim reports from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up <5»» the following narration 
from Sayyidina Umar <up ifo He mentioned that during the battle of Khayber, 
many Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ reported to the Holy Prophet jJL. j Up &\ 
that certain people had been martyred. When a certain person was mentioned in 
this regard, The Holy Prophet pJL^ Up &\ JL* said that this person could never be 
a Shahid (martyr) since he had seen him in the fire of Hell because of a shawl that 
he had stolen from the booty. Thereafter, the Holy Prophet jJL-j 2to JL* 
instructed Sayyidina Umar <up ibi to announce three times that only those with 
Belief (Iman) shall enter Heaven Qannah). This instruction was duly complied 
with. ["Mishkatul Masabih" v.2 p.352\ 

The person who steals anything shall carry the same upon his neck on the 
Day of Judgment. Sayyidina Abu Humaid Sa'idy ^ & narrates that the Holy 
Prophet jJL.j Up &\ JL* once commissioned a person of the Bani Azd tribe to 
collect Zakah. Upon returning, he handed the wealth over to the Holy Prophet 
(JL. j Up iui JU> saying, "This is for you and this was given to me as a gift." 

Upon hearing this, the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up &\ JL* gave a lecture. After 
praising Allah, he said, "I have appointed certain people to fulfill some of the 
tasks Allah has commissioned me to do. Now one of them comes to me saying 
that this is for you and this has been given to me as a gift. Why does he not rather 
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sit in his father or mother's house and see whether anyone gives him any gifts? I 
swear by the Being in whose hands my life lies! The person who misappropriates 
any of the wealth that he has been entrusted with shall carry it around his neck 
on the Day of Judgment. If it be a camel, it shall be crying out. If it be a cow, it 
shall be mooing, and a goat shall be bleating." The Holy Prophet ^L. 3 Up ii 
then raised his arms till the whiteness of his armpits became visible and prayed, 
"O Allah, have I not conveyed? O Allah, have I not conveyed?" ["Mishkatul 
Masabih" p. 156] 

Those who misappropriate public funds should remember the Day of 
Judgment and seriously ponder over the consequences of their actions. They 
should constantly reflect on the conclusion to this verse where Allah declares 
that on that fateful day "Then every soul shall be paid in full for what it had earned 
and they will not be oppressed/' 



(162) Can the one who pursues the pleasure of Allah be like he who deserves 
Allah's wrath and whose abode shall be Hell? It is indeed the worst of abodes! 

(163) They are varied in ranks with Allah And Allah is the Seer of what they do. 

THE SEEKERS OF ALLAH'S PLEASURE ARE UNLIKE THOSE WHO 
EARN HIS WRATH 

This verse differentiates between those who seek the pleasure of Allah and 
those who, by their evil actions, earn His wrath. The two can never be equated. 
The verse is phrased as a rhetorical question so that the reader is prompted to 
give thought to the situation. 

In this verse, Allah mentions the seeker of His pleasure without speaking of 
his eventual entry into Heaven (Jannah). This is so because this reward is 
inevitable and Allah' s pleasure surpasses even Heaven (Jannah) in superiority. 

With regard to the one who earns Allah' s anger, mention is made of his 
eventual destination in the Hereafter. Allah says that their "abode shall be Hell It is 
indeed the worst of abodes!" 

Thereafter Allah refers to both parties when He says, "They are varied in 
ranks with Allah." Those who earned the favour of Allah shall occupy varying 
ranks in Heaven (Jannah) and those who displeased Him shall, according to the 
severity of their sins, be subjected to differing levels of punishment in Hell. 

Allah has already ordained these differing ranks and "Allah is the Seer of 
what they do." According to their actions, they will receive retribution and no 
deed is hidden from Him. 

fL~MA i£ ojo ^ OUv£3\ 4&\ cja jOJ 
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(164) Allah has undoubtedly favoured the believers by sending in their midst a 
messenger from amongst them, who recites to them His verses, purifies them 
and teaches them the Book and wisdom. There, is no doubt that these people 
were in manifest error before this. 

ALLAH HAS BESTOWED HIS BOUNTY BY SENDING HIS 
MESSENGER tL.j*J*b\J+ 

Allah is indeed most Bountiful and Munificent. Throughout the ages, people 
have succumbed to the devices of Satan (Shaytan), resorting to infidelity (kufr) 
and polytheism (shirk) till there remained only a very small group of believers. 
Even those who believed in Allah were not free of committing some shirk. Arabs 
and non-Arabs alike were steeped in infidelity (kufr), subjected to the sway of 
Satan (Shaytan). 

In this dark and deviant atmosphere, Allah sent His final Holy Prophet 2b» J** 
jJL-j aJlp. His advent dispelled the darkness and the entire universe was 
illuminated with the light of Belief (Itnan). Millions of people destined for the fire 
of Hell were rescued, guaranteeing entry into Heayen (Jannah) for the faithful 
adherents till the Day of Judgment. 

Allah sent these Prophets f*~A ^ so that they not only invite others, but 
also practically demonstrate the religion, live amongst the people, reform them, 
recite to them and teach them the divine scripture as well as things of wisdom. 
The meaning of reformation and spiritual purification is that people are guided 
to dispel from within themselves all evil traits and immorality. The details of this 
Prophetic mission have been given in the commentary of verse 129 of Surah 
Baqarah. 

$ \& c ji wsj ($l sjsss.^ ft 45 

(165) When such a calamity will befall you, twice the magnitude of that which 
you had already afflicted, shall you say, "Where has this come from?" Say, "It is 
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from yourselves!" Verily Allah is Able to do all things. (166) What afflicted you 
the day two armies clashed was by the decree of Allah and so that He may 

ascertain who the believers were (167) ".....and He may ascertain who the 

hypocrites are. It was told to them, "Come fight in the way of Allah or defend!" 
They reply, "If we knew how to fight we would have definitely followed you." 
That day they were closer to infidelity '(kufr) than to Belief (Iman). They spoke 
with their tongues what was not in their hearts. Allah knows well what they 
conceal. (168) Those who tell their brothers while they themselves sit idle, "If 
they had followed us they would not have been killed." Tell them, "Then thwart 
death from yourselves if you are indeed truthful." 

SOLACE TO THE MUSLIMS AND THE EVIL PLIGHT OF THE 
MUN AFIQIN (HYPOCRITES) 

The momentary defeat and injury suffered by the Muslims at the Battle of 
Uhud induced some people to exclaim, "Where has this come from!" The Holy 
Prophet pJLwj aJs- ilii JL* is instructed to reply to them that the visible cause of this 
calamity is that "It is from yourselves!" This is due to the fact that they disobeyed 
the explicit instruction of the Holy Prophet pJL-^ &\ JU> by deserting the 
mountain pass. 

" twice the magnitude of that which you had already afflicted.." This refers to 

the battle of Badr where the Muslims killed 70 infidels (kuffar) and captured 
another 70. This verse offers some consolation to the Muslims by telling them 
that the infidels (kuffar) had experienced twice the affliction the previous year. It 
also informs them that this was a result of their mutiny, therefore no grief should 
be expressed about the defeat. 

"What afflicted you the day two armies clashed was by the decree of Allah..." 
Although the apparent reason was their mutiny, everything occurs according to 
the decree of Allah. All His ordinances contain wisdom, some of which were 
mentioned earlier and the others in this verse. 

The first of those mentioned here are .... so that He may ascertain who the 
believers were (i.e. who are the sincere ones) and He may ascertain who the hypocrites 
are." This refers to those who claimed to be Muslims but were disbelievers 
(kuffar) by heart. When the battle raged, their true colours showed through, a& 
Allah explains in the following verses. 

" It was told to therii, 'Come fight in the way of Allah or (if you are unable to do 

this, then at least) defend!" i.e. At least stand by so that the Muslim army will 
appear to be stronger, thereby lending aid to the Muslims by discouraging the 
enemy. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 

"They reply, If we knew how to figfat we would have definitely follmmi you. - 
Another interpretation of this verse is that they meant to say,. "If we knew that 
fighting was of any benefit, we would have participated with you/' They did not 
deem it feasible that a small group face a much larger one, especially since they 
possessed fewer weapons and supplies. They felt that the Muslims did not ev«n 
possess enough to make a stand, let alone fight the infidels (kuffar). They 
considered a fight to be suicidal under such circumstances. 

"That day they were closer to disbelief (kufr) than to Belief (Imm)." this verse 
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means that when they uttered these statements, they were closer to disbelief 
(kufr) than when they used to pretend to be Muslims in Madinah. In Madinah, 
they were closer to Belief (Iman) due to their association with the Muslims and 
their claim to Belief (Iman). Their words and deeds now exposed their former 
claim, and any Muslim could now see for himself that they were indeed infidels 
(kujfar) by heart since no Muslim could speak in this manner. 

"They spoke with their tongues what was not in their hearts/' All their excuses of 
being ignorant of warfare and its intricacies were false. The real reason for their 
hesitation was that they did not want to participate in the battle. However "Allah 
knows well what they conceal." While the Muslims were only able to know of some 
of their inner inclinations, Allah has full knowledge of all their feelings. 

BY NOT PARTICIPATING IN BATTLE, ONE CANNOT EVADE 
DEATH 

"Those who tell their brothers while they themselves sit idle, 'If they had followed 
us, they would not have been killed'.' Tell them, 'Then thwart death from yourselves if 
you are indeed truthful." It is indeed foolish to believe that by remaining at home a 
person can avoid death. If these people are true in their claim, they are 
challenged to thwart death when it presents itself before them at its appointed 
hour. , 

A hypocrite considers his life too valuable to be sacrificed in Allah's path. A 
Believer (Mu'min), on the contrary, intends only the pleasure of Allah and will 
stop at nothing to sacrifice his very life in Allah's cause. 



(169) Never consider those slain in Allah's way to be dead. Indeed they are alive, 
being sustained by their Lord. (170) They are jubilant with what their Lord gives 
them from His bounty; and rejoice for the sake of those who have yet not joined 
them, who have been left behind, that no fear shall overcome them, nor shall 
they grieve. (171) They rejoice because of the bounty from Allah and His grace 
and because Allah surely does not waste the rewards of the believers. 

THE SHUHAD A (MARTYRS) ARE ALIVE AND WELL 

The previous verses quote the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) as saying with regard 
to the martyrs, 7/ they had followed us, they would not have been killed." This mode of 
address indicates that their deaths were unfortunate, and that it would have been 
best for them if they were still alive. The verse under discussion refutes this 
erroneous notion and offers succour and glad tidings to the Muslims. 




Surah Al-lmran 3: 172-175 



475 



Airwar-ujUBa^^ 



Allah says, "Never consider those slain in Allah 's way to be dead. Indeed they are 
alive, being sustained by their Lord." Though they have none of the worldly 
bounties with them, they are at no disadvantage since they have things that are 
more superior. 

Allah states further that the Martyrs (Shuhada) "are jubilant with what their 
Lord gives them fromJrLis bounty and (in addition to this they also) rejoice for the sake of 
those who have yet not joined them, who have been left behind, that no fear shall 
overcome them, nor shall they grieve (if they are also martyred in Allah's way). " 

In addition to this "They rejoice because of the bounty from Allah and His grace 
and because Allah surely does not waste the rewards of the believers." 

Sayyidina Masruq a* i»i ^ narrates that they asked Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Mas'ud -up &\ concerning the verse, "Never consider those slain in Allah 's way to 
be dead. Indeed they are alive, being sustained by their Lord. - He replied that they (the 
Sahaba ^ ibi ^ j questioned the Holy Prophet pJL, 3 ibi concerning the same 
verse. The Holy Prophet ^ 3 *A* &\ JL* replied, "The souls of martyrs cling on to 
the feet of green birds perched upon lanterns suspended beneath the throne of 
Allah. They travel wherever they please in Heaven Qannah) and then return to 
these lanterns." 

"Directing His special attention to them, Allah asked these martyrs, 'What 
do you desire?' They replied, 'What more can we desire when we are allowed to 
traverse through Heaven Qannah) as we please?' When Allah repeated the 
question thrice, they felt compelled to answer. They said, 'O our Lord, we wish 
that our souls be returned to our bodies so that we may again sacrifice our lives 
in Your cause." (Since returning to the world will not be allowed, they were left 
to be). [Muslim v.2 p.135] 

The virtue of martyrs and martyrdom has already been discussed in Surah 
Baqarah under the discussion of the verse, "Do not say that those slain in Allah 's 
path are dead..." { Surah 2, verse 154 } 

^^^^^^^^^<^\^^^ 

(172) Those who responded to the command of Allah and the messenger after 
injury had afflicted them; for those of them wno do good and adopt piety 
(taqwa) is a great reward. (173) Those who were told by the people, "Verily the 
enemy has gathered against you, so fear them." This only increased them in 
Belief (Iman) and they said, "Allah is Sufficient for us and He is the Best of 
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Helpers. (174) So they returned with Allah's bounty and grace without adversity 
afflicting them; and they pursued the pleasure of Allah. Allah is the Bestower of 
munificent bounties. (175) (The episode transpired because) It was only Devil 
(Shaytan) who put fear into the hearts of his allies. So do not fear them but fear 
Me if you are indeed believers. 

PRAISE OF THOSE COMPANIONS (SAHABA) k ^ WHO 
RESPONDED TO THE CALL OF ALLAH AND HIS PROPHET Ai 
fL-j 4Jp AFTER BEING INJURED 

"Durrul Manthur" (v.2 p.101) reports from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ &\ that 
when Abu Sufyan and his companions were returning from Uhud, they decided 
to attack the Muslims once again. They felt that their victory was insufficient and 
wished to wipe out all the Muslims. 

When the Holy Prophet pJL* 3 Up ibi JL* received intelligence of this, he, 
together with the Companions (Sahaba) ^ i» ^> Jf pursued the enemy to a place 
called Hamra'ul Asad. Upon learning of the chase, Abu Sufyan and his army 
took flight. En route they met a few horsemen of the Bani Abdil Qais tribe. Abu 
Sufyan told them to pass the message on to the Holy Prophet Up &\ that 
the Makkans were returning to attack Madinah so that all the Muslims may be 
annihilated. When the horsemen met the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ~2b% at Hamra'ul 
Asad and conveyed the message to him> the noble Prophet the Holy Prophet JU> 
^L-j Up M and his companions remarked, "Allah is Sufficient for us and He is the 
Best of Helpers." 

Allah revealed the aforementioned verses in praise of these valiant 
Companions (Sahaba) ^ & who, despite being injured, responded to the 
order of Allah and His the Holy Prophet Up They had the courage to 
pursue the disbelievers (kuffar) up to Hamra'ul Asad. When they received the 
warning of the disbelievers (kuffar) intense military preparation, with conviction 
and determination, they exclaimed, "Allah is Sufficient for us and He is the Best of 
Helpers" 

In a narration of Bayhaqi, it is reported from Ibn Shihab Zuhri Up &\ ^ j that 
when Abu Sufyan was returning, he mentioned that the next battle shall be at 
Badr where the Muslims had previously killed 70 6t the disbelievers (kuffar). It 
was m response to this that the Holy Prophet pL. j Up h JU and the Companions 
(SafoSba ) ^ M ^ j marched to Badr after Uhud. They took with them goods for 
trade as well, §o that they may do some business in the event that there was no 
battle. 

On the way to Badr, Devil (Shaytan) deployed one of his accomplices to 
scare them from proceeding. He approached them saying that the disbelievers 
(kuffar) had made intense preparations for the battle. He warned them to rather 
refrain from proceeding, since they stood no chance and the risk would prove 
too great 

This deceptive appeal did not stir any feelings and the Companions (Sahaba) 
&\ continued on their journey. Upon reaching Badr, they found ho sign of 
the enemy. They proceeded to trade their goods and earned a handsome profit 
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from it. 

The verse praises the action of those Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ who 
proceeded to chase the enemy after suffering serious injuries in the battle of 
Uhud. Mention is also made of the satanic ploys to mislead them and of the 
profits that they earned. Undeterred by the misleading pleas of Devil's 
(Shay tan's) allies, they turned their attention towards Allah and exclaimed with 
perfect conviction, "Hasbun Allahu Wa Ni'mal Wakil!" ("Allah is sufficient for us and 
He is the best of helpers. ") 

A Believer (Mu'min) should trust only in Allah and, though the ploys and 
schemes of Devil (Shay tan) and his allies are a constant hindrance, he should 
realise that Allah is indeed Sufficient for him to overcome all of these and He 
shall provide the necessary assistance. If it were not for the help of Allah, Islam 
would have never spread as widely as it had done, for the enemies of Islam have 
never relaxed their sinister efforts against Islam. Allah says, "They wish to 
extinguish the light of Allah with their mouths. Allah shall surely finalise His light even 
though the disbelievers dread it." 

^ S&It \%£\ k $ ^ ifc jfc IJ$\ 4 f$ 
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(176) Let those who hasten into disbelief not grieve you. They can never harm 
Allah in the least Allah wishes to assign no portion for them in the Hereafter 
and for them shall there be a dreadful chastisement. (177) Verily those who 
purchase disbelief for Belief (Iman) can never harm Allah in the least and for 
them shall be a painful punishment. (178) Those who disbelieve should never 
think that the respite We give them is good for them. We grant them reprieve 
only so that they increase in sin and for them is a most disgracing punishment. 

NO GRIEF SHOULD BE FELT AT THOSE WHO HASTEN TO 
DISBELIEF 

Although the verse is addressed to the Holy Pyophet ^JL-j Up JL», all 
Muslims are intended. Allah comforts the Muslims, telling them not be 
distressed by those who excel in disbelief (kufr) and attempt to destroy Islam at 
any given opportunity. The Muslims should never fear any harm from them, nor 
from their allies. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" vA p.133] 

"Let those who hasten into disbelief not grieve you." The Tabfi Sayyidina 
Mujahid U* iut a^, says that this verse refers to those Munafiqin who did not 
participate in the battle of Uhud. According to Sayyidina Hasan U* & it 
refers to the disbelievers (kuffar) in general even though it was revealed 
specifically with regard to the Hypocrites (Munafiqin). 
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Irrespective of what the disbelievers (kuffar) do against the Muslims, 
Muslims should never allow it to harm them in the least. They will leave no 
stone unturned to harm Islam and hasten to do so, but "They can never harm Allah 
in the least" The author of "Ruhul Ma'aani" writes that this verse means that they 
can never harm the friends of Allah. According to other commentators, it means 
that they can never harm the Din (religion)of Allah. 

The disbelievers (kuffar) have never ceased and will never cease their efforts 
to harm and destroy Islam, but the Muslim should never be grieved about this 
and always place his trust in Allah, who is the Best of Helpers. 

"Allah wishes to assign no portion for them in the Hereafter and for them shall 
there be a dreadful chastisement" In this world, the disbelievers (kuffar) are under 
the illusion that they are in good stead without accepting Islam. However, this 
shall be short lived, for they will meet a grievous punishment in the Hereafter. 

"Verily those who purchase disbelief for Belief (Iman) can never Harm Allah in the 
least and for them shall there be a painful punishment" This verse means that the 
disbelievers (kuffar) choose disbelief (kufr) instead of Belief (Iman). Repetition of 
the fact that they "can never harm Allah in the least" is for emphasis. Other 
commentators maintain that the repetition is to allude to the fact that these 
people harm only themselves by their misdeeds, earning for themselves the 
dreadful chastisement of the Hereafter. 

"Those who disbelieve should never think that the respite we give them is good for 
them. We grant them reprieve only so that they increase in sin and for them is a most 
disgracing punishment" The disbelievers (kuffar) think that their affluence and 
favourable conditions in this world are a sign that Allah is pleased with them. 
These conditions are merely a form of respite for them from Allah so that they 
may excel in their sins. Eventually when these reach the limits, Allah seizes them 
and they are subjected to the extremes of punishment. 

This subject is referred to in numerous verses of the Qur'an. In Surah A'raf 
Allah says, "We shall lead* on those who deny Allah 's verses to an extent that they do 
not know. I shall grant them respite. My plan is indeed very mighty." [Surah 7, verses 
182/3] 

In a verse of Surah Taubah Allah says, "So do not let their wealth and their 
children impress you. Allah intends to punish them with these in this worldly life and 
that their souls depart while they are disbelievers." [Surah 9, verse 55] 

The Muslim should also take heed from this verse. An abundance of wealth 
and worldly possessions do not mean that Allah is pleased with a person. Allah 
even gives these things to those whom He dislikes. In fact, He sometimes gives 
them more of it than He does to His loved ones. The reason for this is that they 
utilise these means to excel in their sins. Then Allah grabs hold of them most 
forcefully and casts them into chastisement. 

For this reason, Allah grants many of His enemies much more than He gives 
His sincere bondsmen. Those who are unfamiliar with this divine wisdom 
express surprise at this phenomenon and some even go to the extent of objecting. 
The pious person who earns Lawful (Halal)wealth shall experience much 
blessings in his wealth even though it be a little. On the other hand, the person 



who accrues an abundance of wealth unlawfully, while he himself increases In 
sin [leading him to disbelief (kufr)], finds that such wealth has no blessings. Allah 
is merely giving him respite. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up it narrates that the Holy Prophet Up i\ ju 
jJL, j said, "Never envy the fortune of a sinner for you know not what calamity he 
has to face after his death. By Allah there is a Killer for him that shall never die 
(i.e. Hell)'." ["Mishkdtul Masabih" pg. 447] 




179. Allah does not wish to leave the believers in the same condition that you 
are in till he separates the pure from the impure. Allah does not inform you of 
the unseen, but Allah chooses whom He pleases from His messengers. So 
believe in Allah and His messengers, and if you believe and adopt piety (taqwa), 
yours shall be a grand reward. 

ALLAH SHALL SEPARATE THE GOOD FROM THE EVIL 

The Hypocrites (Munafiqin) used to mix with the Muslims and claim to be 
Muslims as well. They even participated in the Salah with the Muslims. In this 
way, it became impossible to discern who was a Munafiq (hypocrite) and who 
was not. In this verse, Allah declares that He shall not leave the Muslims as they 
are, but shall bring such trials and tribulations to pass whereby the impure 
Hypocrites (Munafiqin) shall be separated from the pure (Muslims). At times of 
adversity true colours shine forth from people. 

"Allah does not inform you of the unseen." This verse explains that it is against 
the wisdom of Allah that He merely informs His servants of the inner hypocrisy 
lurking within the hearts of the Hypocrites (Munafiqin). He exposes this in a 
practical manner by subjecting them to tests. When the occasion arises for them 
to spend their lives and wealth in the cause of Din (religion), they shrink away 
and desert - as was witnessed at Uhud. At such times, their hypocrisy is also 
evident by their words when they make statements of disbelief (kufr). 

If Allah had informed the Muslims of the Hypocrites (Munafiqin), they could 
have easily denied it, demanding evidence. However, when they physically 
separate themselves from the Muslims on such occasions of trial, they can have 
no excuse to tender. 

" but Allah chooses whom He pleases from His messengers." He grants the 

knowledge of the unseen to those of His Prophet (%Jt whom He wills. Allah 
directly informed His beloved Prophet pJL-j 4* i»i of all those who 
were Hypocrites (Munafiqin) and these wete also manifested at times of 
adversity. In this way they were disgraced before everyone. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.4 
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Allah then states, "So believe in Allah and His messengers, and if you believe and 
adopt piety (taqwa), yours shall be a grand reward." 



180. Those who are miserly with what Allah has given them of His bounty 
should never think that this is best for them. Indeed it is worse for them! That 
which they hoard shall soon be their collar on the Day of Judgment. To Allah 
belongs the legacy of the heavens and the earth and Allah is Informed of what 
you do. 

MISERS SHOULD NOT THINK THAT THEIR MISERLINESS IS 
GOOD FOR THEM 

The disbelievers (kuffar) dislike spending in the cause of Allah as much as 
they dislike sacrificing their lives. Allah addresses such people saying, "Those 
who are miserly with what Allah has given them of His bounty should never think that 
this is best for them. Indeed it is worse for them!" 

The consequence of their stinginess shall present itself before them on the 
Day of Judgment when "That which they hoard shall soon be their collar on the Day of 
Judgment." Sayyidina Abu Hurairah «up "ito narrates that the Holy Prophet JU* 
(JL-jA^ii said, "Allah shall transform the wealth of those who do not give their 
Zakah into a bald snake on the Day of Judgment (the baldness of the snake is due 
to the intensity of its venom). This snake shall be placed around his neck like a 
collar and, gripping hold of the sides of his mouth, it will tell him, T am your 
wealth! I am your treasure!' Then the Holy Prophet ^JL-^ Up recited the 

verses above viz. "Those who are miserly with what Allah has given them..." [Bukhari 
v.l p.1881] 

"To Allah belongs the legacy of the heavens and the earth..." Everything belongs 
to Allah, who is the true Owner of all things. None is partner to Him in this. It is 
foolish for a person not to spend the wealth Allah has given him in the way He 
has ordained. 

".....and Allah is Informed of what you do." All acts of generosity and those of 
miserliness are seen by Allah, and He shall confer retribution. 
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(181) Allah had undoubtedly heard the statement of those who say, "Surely 
Allah is poor arid we are wealthy!" Soon We shall record what they say and their 
unwarranted slaying of the Prophet, and We will tell them, "Taste the 
punishment of the Blaze!" (182) This is on account of that which your own 
hands presented and Allah is no oppressor to His bondsmen. (183) The ones 
who iay, "Verily Allah has undertaken from us that we do not believe in any 
Prophet till he brings an offering that will be consumed by a fire." Tell them, 
"Indeed numerous Prophet have come to you before me with clear signs as well 
as with that which you speak of. So why did you slay them if you are indeed 
truthful?" (184) So if they deny you then (remember that) they have denied 
many Prophet before you who had come to them with clear signs, scriptures and 
the illuminated book. 

THE ABSURDITY OF THE JEWS AND THE PROMISE OF THEIR 
PUNISHMENT 

A narration of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ &\ is recorded in Lubabun Nuqul 
(p. 61) wherein he says that once Sayyidina Abu Bakr -up &\ came to the school 
of the Jews where he saw many people gathered around a person by the name of 
Finhas. Upon seeing Sayyidina Abu Bakr &\ Finhas remarked, "O Abu 
Bakr! We have no need for Allah, but He needs us. If He was Independent why 
does He ask us for loans? Your Prophet tells us that Allah needs a loan." On 
hearing this, Sayyidina Abu Bakr «up i>i became infuriated and slapped 
Finhas. 

The Jew w^nt to the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up &\ JU> and complained to him 
about the conduct of Sayyidina Abu Bakr <up ib\ ^ the Holy Prophet Up i»t ju 
^ summoned Sayyidina Abu Bakr -up Ai-^j and asked him what had 
happened. He said that Finhas called Allah poor and said that they were 
wealthy. When Finhas denied this, Allah revealed the above verse. 

It had also been reported from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas i»i that when the 
verse ''Who shall lend to Allah a good loan?" was revealed, the Jews came to the 
Holy Prophet ^ j Up h JL* saying, "O Muhammad, it seems as if your Lord has 
become poor that He begs from people!" On this occasion, Allah revealed the 
verse "Allah had undoubtedly heard the statement of those who say, 'Surely Allah is 
poor and we are wealthy!" 

It is evident that these people are blind not to perceive that Allah was 
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referring to charity in this verse. Allah shall repay the charitable ones with a 
grand reward in the Hereafter. It is for this reason that Allah refers to it as a loan. 
Since everything belongs to Allah, He is at liberty to instruct His servants to 
spend all their wealth without promising repayment. He is totally Independent 
and does not require anything. The Jews, in their ignorance could not 
understand that Allah needs no favours from anyone. 

"Soon We shall record what they say (in their books of deeds)..." These foul 
statements of theirs shall be preserved in writing and on the strength of this shall 
they be punished. Besides this blasphemous utterance, they perpetrated much 
more severe sins in the past such as "their unwarranted slaying of the Prophet" 

Although this vile act was carried out by their forefathers, the Jews to come 
later supported this action and saw no harm in it. For this reason, it will be 
entered into their records as well, and they will suffer Hell due to their disbelief 
and evil actions. There they shall be told, "Taste the punishment of the Blaze! This is 
on account of that which your own hands presented and Allah is no oppressor to His 
bondsmen." 

Thereafter Allah makes reference to yet another profanity of the Jews. They 
were "The ones who say, 'Verily Allah has undertaken from us (in the Torah) that we do 
not believe in any (person who claims to be a) Prophet till he brings an offering that will 
be consumed by a fire." This fire from the heavens shall serve as a sign of 
acceptance from Allah, indicating that the person is indeed a Prophet. 

Allah addresses the Holy Prophet (JL, j 4*- ito JL* saying, "Tell them, 'Indeed 
numerous Prophet have come to you before me with clear signs as well as with that which 
you speak of (i.e. they presented the offering which was consumed by a celestial fire)" 
This they not only refused to accept, but they murdered these Prophets r ^ip 
of Allah. 

For this reason they are asked, "So why did you slay them if you are indeed 
truthful?" They merely said these things by way of excuse because they did not 
want to accept the Prophet. 

"So if they deny you then (remember that) they have denied many Prophet before 
you who had come to them with clear signs, scriptures and the illuminated book." This 
verse also consoles the Holy Prophet pJL-_> <lU ifo JL* so that he may not be 
despondent about the behaviour of the disbelievers (kuffar). Their falsification is 
nothing new, but they did the same to all the other Prophet who came to them, 
even though these Prophets <OLJ\ showed them miracles and divine 
scriptures. Those who are not destined to believe shall never do so; hence every 
Prophet had to exercise patience. 




(185) Every soul shall taste death and (the fact of the matter is that) you will be 
given your rewards in full on the Day of Judgment. Whoever is saved from the 
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fire and entered into Heaven (Jannah) shall truly be successful. The life of this 
world is but an object of deceit. 

EVERY SOUL SHALL TASTE DEATH 

Whether a person is a Believer (Mu'min) or a disbeliever (kafir), death shall 
put an end to his life in this world. Thereafter he will reap the rewards of 
whatever good he carried out. Actions will be presented before Allah and 
reckoning shall take place. Allah shall preside over the reckoning and finally a 
group will be dispatched to Heaven (Jannah) and another to Hell. "Whoever is 
saved from the fire and entered into Heaven (Jannah) shall truly be successful/' 

WHO ARE THE SUCCESSFUL ONES? 

People have defined success in numerous ways. Political leaders consider 
themselves to be successful, while entrepreneurs, merchants and bankers also see 
themselves as successful. None consider their plight in the Hereafter. According 
to Allah's definition, the successful people are those who "are saved from the fire 
(of Hell) and entered into Heaven (Jannah)." 

This verse may be directed at the Jews who, intoxicated by their affluence, 
remain upon disbelief (kufr) and yet deem themselves to be successful. Because 
of their deviation, they hurl themselves into the fire of Hell of which they are 
oblivious because their gazes are fixed upon the temporary gains of this world. 

Muslims should also derive lessons from this and never consider 
themselves to be unsuccessful when viewing the prosperity of the disbelievers 
(kuffar). They should be content with the knowledge that they will be entered 
into Heaven (Jannah) because of their Belief (Iman) and remain far from the 
scorching blaze of Hell where the disbelievers (kuffar) (despite all their wealth in 
this world) will suffer till eternity. 

"The life of this world is but an object of deceit. The explanation of this verse 
can fill thousands of pages. The deceptive nature of this world can easily be 
witnessed by turning back the pages of history. It can be seen in the lives of those 
who possessed treasures, the kings and monarchs of bygone times, and those 
who were considered to be prosperous. The revolutions and tides of change 
unfolded before their very eyes, clearly revealing the deception in which they 
floundered. 

This world (as described in numerous verses of the Qur'an) is like a 
plantation which was flourishing. Thereafter it dried and the farmers reduced it 
to a bare field. People constantly witness the ever-changing facade of the world, 
yet continue to be beguiled by its apparent attraction, thinking that death shall 
never overcome them. They live and die for its acquisition, remaining totally 
oblivious of the everlasting bounties and torments of the Hereafter. 
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(186) Most assuredly you will face tests in your wealth and your persons. You 
will definitely hear much painful abuse from those who have been given the 
book before you and from those who commit idolatry. If you are patient and 
adopt piety (taqwa), then surely these are from the most gallant deeds. 

YOU WILL SURELY BE TRIED IN YOUR PROPERTY AND SOULS 

This verse teaches the Muslims that they should never think that the 
hardships which they face are the last. After these, many more shall soon present 
themselves as tests. These tests shall affect their lives, health and property. Each 
should be borne with courage and perseverance. . 

Besides these, Muslims will also be faced with various obstacles and 
malicious statements from the Jews, Christians and polytheists (Mushrikin). They 
shall never cease to hurl abuse at the Muslim, so he must tolerate their abuses 
and continue with forbearance, fortitude and piety (taqwa). By exercising partial, 
we will find comfort and by adopting piety (taqwa) our actions are perfected. 




(187) When Allah took a pledge from those given the book (saying), "You must 
surely expound it to mankind and not conceal it." They then threw it behind 
their backs and sold it at a measly price. Evil indeed was that which they sold. 

(188) Never think that those people are safe from the fire who gloat about what 
they did and enjoy to be praised for what they did not do. Theirs shall be a 
agonising punishment. (189) To Allah belongs the sovereignty of the heavens 
and the earth and Allah is Able to do all things. 

THE PLEDGE TAKEN FROM THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK AND THE 
EVASION OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITY 

Allah took a pledge from the scholars of the people of book (Ahlul Kitab) 
that they must convey the scriptures to the people. They, however, failed to 
honour the pledge and chose to conceal the true teachings merely to gain the 
wealth of the world. For the petty gains of this transitory world, they sacrificed 
their welfare in the Hereafter. 

The incidents of this crime are many. It once occurred that the Holy Prophet 
Up it enquired from the Jews a matter that was in the Torah. They told 
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him something that was incorrect, concealing the truth of the matter. When they 
departed from the Holy Prophet (JL, y *4* & J^, they felt exuberant that they had 
performed well and wished to be praised for expounding the book of Allah. On 
this occasion Allah revealed the verse, "Never think that those people are safe from 
the fire who gloat about what they did and enjoy to be praised for what they did not do. 
Theirs shall be a agonising punishment" 

According to other narrations, the verse was revealed with regard to those 
Hypocrites (Munafiqin) who did not participate in Jihad (religion war) and 
thereafter made excuses to the Holy Prophet ^ 3 & when he returned. 
They wished to receive the same praise accorded to the Mujahidin even though 
they failed to participate. ["Durrul Manthur" v.2 p. 108] 

There is no discrepancy between the two incidents since the verse applies to 
both. It is instinctive with man that he desires to be praised and this desire swells 
to the extent that he wants to receive praise even for what he did not do. The 
psyche of a sincere Muslim servant of Allah is that he does not wish to be praised 
for the actions he does, let alone those that he is not responsible for. 

Once, when Imam Abu Hanif a 4* &\ ju-j was passing through the market- 
place, he overheard someone tell another that Sayyidina Imam Abu Hanif a ikt 
4ip stood in Salah the entire night through. After this episode, the Scholar (Imam) 
began offering Salah the entire night through, saying that he disliked receiving 
praise for something that he did not do. 

"To Allah belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth and Allah is Able to 
do all things." Those who conceal the truth merely to earn the measly gains of this 
world should bear in mind that everything belongs to Allah and that they should 
rather ask their needs from Him instead of resorting to this misdeed. 

The Muslims are also reminded not to look greedily at what the sinners and 
disbelievers (kujfar) possess for the real Owner of everything is Allah. He may 
grant you the same if He so wishes and even much more than they have. 
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(190) Verily in the creation of the heavens and the earth and in the alternation of 
the night and day are signs for those who have intelligence. (191) Those who 
remember Allah standing, sitting and reclining, and ponder over the creation of 
the heavens and earth; (saying) "Our Lord You have not created all this in vain! 
We glorify Your purity so save us from the punishment of the fire." (192) "Our 
Lord, indeed You have disgraced the one whom You enter in the fire. There shall 
be none to help the oppressors." (193) Our Lord, verily we have heard the caller 
calling to Belief (saying), 'Believe in your Lord!' So we believed. Our Lord! 
Pardon our sins, remit from us our evil deeds and grant us a death with the 
righteous ones. (194.)"Our Lord, confer upon us what You have promised us by 
Your messengers and do not disgrace us on the Day of Judgment. Verily You do 
not break Your promise." (195) So Allah accepted their prayer (saying), "Surely I 
shall not put to waste the action of any person from you, be he male or female. 
You are from each other. Those who migrate, are exiled from their homes, suffer 
pain in My cause, fight and are slain, I shall most certainly remit from them 
their evil deeds and certainly enter them into such gardens beneath which rivers 
flow." This is the reward from Allah and with Allah are the best rewards. 

TRAITS OF THE INTELLIGENT ONES AND THEIR PRAYERS 

(DU'AS) 

Allah begins these verses by declaring, "Verily in the creation of the heavens 
and the earth and in the alternation of the night and day (the divine system whereby 
night and day follow each other) are signs for those who have intelligence." The above 
are such signs that every intelligent person can witness before him. The 
intelligent ones reflect over these phenomena and, struck with awe and 
amazement, they exclaim, "Our Lord You have not created all this in vain! We glorify 
Your purity so save us from the punishment of the fire. . " 

Allah further describes these intelligent people as, "Those who remember Allah 
standing, sitting and reclining, and ponder over the creation of the heavens and earth." 
These people remember Allah with their tongues as well as with their hearts. 
Mention of Allah's Being and Attributes, as well as His Might and Wisdom are 
all included in the remembrance (dhikr) of Allah. 

The truly intelligent people are those who recognise Allah. Their 
intelligence demands that they remember Him at all times and in all conditions 

("standing, sitting and reclining"). 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah & narrates that the Holy Prophet Up ifci JU* 
fl-j said, "The gathering devoid of the remembrance (dhikr) of Allah and 
salutations upon His Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ JL* shall be the detriment of those 
gathered. If Allah wills, He may punish them or, if He wills, He may pardon 
them/' 

According to another narration the Holy Prophet pJL, 3 Up &\ said, "The 
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person who, while reclining, does not remember Allah, then this act of his shall 
be to his detriment. (In the same way) The walking of the person who does not 
remember Allah while doing so, shall also be to his detriment. [At Targhib wat 
Tarhib v.2 p.409] 

The remembrance (dhikr) of Allah is the very life source of this world. The 
universe shall not be destroyed as long as there exists a single person to say 
Allah! Allah! [Muslim v.l p.84] 

Many people are considered to be intelligent because of their mastery of the 
sciences. However, their knowledge has not aided them to recognise Allah and 
some of them even deny His existence. In their studies of the creation of Allah, 
they do not concede His greatness and attribute everything to 'nature' and 
"natural" causes. 

Such people are deprived of Allah's recognition and thus do not perceive 
the reason for their existence in this world. They are also oblivious of what is to 
become of them after their deaths and fail to realise that they have to submit to 
the divine decree of Allah in their lives. Their knowledge and experience is 
limited to the things of this world. Allah says in Surah Rum. "They know the 
superficial things of the worldly life, but are ignorant of the Hereafter." [Surah 30, verse 7] 

The first of the prayers of the intelligent ones is, "Our Lord, indeed You have 
disgraced the one whom You enter in the fire ."The disgrace of suffering in the fire of 
Hell is unsurpassed by any other. The person who will be cast into Hell will be 
disgraced because s/he will be punished in front of all mankind. It is indeed 
tragic that people are only concerned that they be saved from the disgrace of this 
world and pay no heed to that of the Hereafter. Allah declares in another verse of 
the Qur'an, "Undoubtedly the punishment of the Hereafter is more disgracing, and they 
shall not be helped" 

"There shall be none to help the oppressors." The greatest oppression is disbelief 
(kufr), as Allah says in Surah Baqarah, "The disbelievers (kuffar) are indeed the 
oppressors!" [Surah 2, verse 254]. They will stand alone on the Day of Judgment, 
with none to assist them at all. 

The intelligent ones submit further, "Our Lord, verily we have heard the caller 
calling to Iman (saying), 'Believe in your Lord!' So we believed. Our Lord! Pardon our 
sins, remit from us our evil deeds and grant us a death with the righteous ones. Our 
Lord, confer upon us what You have promised us by Your messengers and do not 
disgrace us on the Day of Judgment. Verily You do not break Your promise." 

With regard to the "caller calling to Iman the author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" 
records two interpretations. The first is reported from Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Mas'ud «up it and Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up &\ ^ who say that it refers to the 
Holy Prophet ^ & JU*. The second opinion, held by the commentator Tabari 
«uU i»\ -<*.j, is that it refers to the Qur'an. He says that the Qur'an is such a caller 
that shall remain till the Day of Judgment, never faltering in its duty. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" mentions further that every person (till the 
Day of Judgment) who responds to the call of Islam may claim to have 
hearkened to the "caller calling to Belief (Iman)" even though the Holy Prophet 
j iip i»i may have passed away long before. 
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The word "munadi" is used in the verse instead of the popular word of 
"da'i" because its meaning is more emphasised. A "munadi" cannot do without 
calling loudly, whereas the "da'i" may do so. The Holy Prophet <JL- j <M & J-*, 
when delivering a sermon, would raise his voice and often exclaim, "Those 
present should deliver the message to those who are absent!" 

"So we believed. Our Lord! Pardon our sins... " This verse refers to the fact that 
the forgiveness of sins is only possible after Iman. Allah will not forgive the 
person who does not possess Iman. 

". remit from us our evil deeds..." The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" wants that 

this phrase is mentioned after "sins" even though both imply the same thing. The 
reason for this is that "sins" refer to misdeeds of the past, whereas "evil deeds" 
refer to those that still may be committed in the future. Others maintain that 
"sins" refer to major sins and "evil deeds" refer to minor sins. 

Other commentators are of the opinion that "sins" refer to those that were 
perpetrated intentionally (knowing that these were sins). On the other hand, 
those sins that were committed unknowingly are referred to as "evil deeds." It is 
gathered from this that it is necessary to seek pardon for those deeds committed 
unintentionally as well. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" vA p.164] 

" and grant us a death with the righteous ones." This verse means that they 

desire to be counted amongst the righteous ones and treated likewise after their 
deaths. This was also the supplication (du'a) of Sayyidina Yusuf Up when he 
said, "Grant me death as a Muslim and permit me to meet with the righteous." {Surah 
Yusuf, verse 101] 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that the mode of speech in "with the 
righteous ones" indicates humility and etiquette. It is as if the person is saying 
that although he is not of the righteous, he wishes to be included in their ranks. 

"Our Lord, confer upon us what You have promised us by Your messengers and do 
not disgrace us on the Day of Judgment. Verily You do not break Your promise." In this 
supplication, they beseech Allah for those rewards that He, through His Prophet 

Up, promised for the practising of good deeds and abstaining from sins. 
They are asking for the full recompense of these actions and that Allah overlook 
the deficiencies therein. 

Other commentators maintain that "what You have promised us" refers to 
divine assistance against their enemies. In this case, they are requesting for 
something of this world, and then (for the Hereafter) they plead, "do not disgrace 
us on the Day of Judgment (by subjecting us to punishment)." 

"Verily You do not break Your promise." Here they express their conviction 
that Allah will accept their supplications (du 'as). Allah declares in Surah Baqarah, 
"I accept the prayer of the caller when he calls unto Me" [Surah 2, verse 186]. Similarly 
He says in Surah Mu'min, "Your Lord says, 'Call unto Me and I shall acceptl" [Surah 
40, verse 60] 

The "promise" referred to in this verse is the resurrection after death. This is 
the accepted interpretation reported from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up &\ ^j. The 
supplication (du'a) is, therefore, that since the advent of the Day of Judgment is 
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inevitable, Allah should protect them from its chastisement and disgrace. 

ACCEPTANCE OF THEIR SUPPLICATIONS (DU'AS) 

"So Allah accepted their prayer (saying), 'Surely I shall not put to waste the action 
of any person from you, be he male or female. You are from each other. Those who 
migrate, are exiled from their homes, suffer pain in My cause, fight and are slain, I shall 
most certainly remit from them their evil deeds and certainly enter them into such 
gardens beneath which rivers flow.' This is the reward from Allah and with Allah are the 
best rewards." 

The migration mentioned in this verse refers to the emigration of Muslims 
from their homeland because of pressure from the disbelievers (kuffar). They only 
migrate to safeguard their Din (religion) and preserve their Belief (Iman), thereby 
making the great sacrifice of leaving behind all their loved ones, properties and 
wealth. 

Thereafter, Allah speaks of their sufferings in Jihad (religion war), which they 
endured with great forbearance. They fought in Jihad (religion warf till finally 
they made the ultimate sacrifice of their very lives in the cause of safeguarding 
the Din (religion) of Allah. Jihad (religion war) is of such importance that the Holy 
Prophet fJL^ ifoi has described Jihad (religion war) as being the crown of all 
good &eeds("Mishkatul Masabih" pg. 14). 

At the end of the verse, Allah declares "with Allah are the best rewards. "This 
indicates that every reward bestowed by Allah shall be of the best kind. 

j^jU ^ ja* £U QpJ JlUl c| \j^J6 J>jJ\ CJju l&h* V 
J^i\ ot 6/* \yu\ ou)< J<1 ilti) ^JLjj 

(196) Let not the travelling about of the disbelievers through the lands deceive 
you. (197) It is but a meagre prosperity and their final abode will be Hell. It is a 
contemptible abode indeed. (198) However, for those who fear their Lord shall 
be gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they shall abide forever. This is 
the hospitality from their Lord, and what Allah has with Him is best for the 
righteous. 

DO NOT BE DECEIVED BY THE AFFLUENCE OF THE 
DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) 

The previous verse referred to the rewards to be awarded to the believers. 
These consist of both the rich and the poor. Allah consoles the poor amongst 
them not to despair about the way the disbelievers (kuffar) traverse through the 
land, earning its wealth and riches. Their apparent is well-being but transitory 
and shall soon vanish. Then they will have to face the everlasting torment of the 
fire of Hell. 

It is recorded in "Asbabun Nuzul" (p.134) that the verse refers to the 
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polytheists (Mushrikin) of Makkah who were extremely wealthy, travelling far 
and wide find reaping great profits from their trade. The statement slipped from 
the tongues of certain Muslims who said, "How is it that the enemies of Allah are 
enjoying such providence whereas we are suffering in hunger and poverty?" It 
was in reply to this that the above verse was revealed. 

The verse mentions that Hell shall be "a contemptible abode indeed" The 
Arabic word for 'abode' used in this verse is "mihad," which, actually refers to a 
bed. Since the idolators, due to their resources, were able to afford the best of 
comforts including soft and snug beds, Allah makes mention of their final bed. 
This shall be very dissimilar to what they were accustomed to in this world. The 
abode of the Hereafter shall offer them no comfort, nor will they be able to hope 
for any sleep. 

During the time when the Qur'an was revealed, the only means of transport 
was animals. In today's times, with the invention of modern modes of transport, 
their' "travelling about in the lands" can be understood more vividly. A person can 
now travel through Europe and Asia in the same day. Others may leave for 
America and return in a matter of hours, while travelling from Asia to Australia 
may be done in the time it would take a person of former times to travel only a 
few miles. The message of the Qur'an is for people of all ages till the Day of 
Judgment. A similar reference is made in Surah Mu'min where Allah says, "Only 
the disbelievers dispute with regard to the verse of Allah, so let not their travels through 
the lands beguile you." [Surah 40, verse 4] 

THE REWARD OF THE PIOUS 

"However, for those who fear their Lord shall be gardens beneath which rivers flow, 
wherein they shall abide forever " The righteous servants of Allah shall receive such 
rewards from Allah that the people of disbelief (kufr) cannot even imagine. What 
the disbelievers (kuffar) have in this world pales into insignificance when 
compared to the rewards of the Hereafter, especially when their worldly fortune 
will be a cause of chastisement for them in the next world. Unlike these 
temporary things, the rewards and bounties of the Hereafter are eternal and shall 
never be lost. 

"This is the hospitality from their Lord, and what Allah has is best for the 
righteous." The rewards of the Hereafter are abundant and everlasting whereas 
that which the disbelievers (kuffar) enjoy is limited and frivolous, awaiting 
destruction. 




(199) Without doubt there are those from the people of book (Ahlul Kitab) who 
believe in Allah, what has been revealed to you and what has been revealed to 
them, humbling themselves before Allah. They do not purchase with the verses 
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of Allah a trifling gain. The reward of these people is with their Lord. Verily 
Allah is swift at reckoning. 

THE REWARD OF THE BELIEVING PEOPLE OF THE BOOK (AHLUL 
KITAB) 

This verse tells us that not all the people of book (Ahlul Kitab) are 
disbelievers, but that some of them believe in Allah, in His final Prophet Up 2b\ JL* 
jJUj and in His final book, the Qur'an. They also believe in all the previous 
scriptures revealed to the Prophet fiLJ\ Up. They do not display arrogance and 
haughtiness before' Allah, but submit before Him in humility. 

They do not desire the world and do not barter the verses of Allah for the 
paltry gains of the world by tendering misleading interpretations of their 
scripture to people at a price. They only long after the pleasure of their Lord and 
the Hereafter. They expound the teachings of Allah in all its purity, thereby 
becoming worthy of reward from Allah. 

"The reward of these people is with their Lord." This means that they shall 
receive the rewards promised to them by Allah. Allah says in Surah Qasas, 
"These people shall be granted a double reward due to their patience" [Surah 28, verse 54] 

"Asbabun Nuzul" (p. 134) narrates from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas, Sayyidina 
Jabir <up iu\ and Sayyidina Anas ifct that the verse refers to Najashi (the 
king Abysinnia who accepted Islam). When he passed away, Jibr'il ftLJ\ Up came 
to the Holy Prophet (JL.j Up k Ju» informing him of the king's death. The Holy 
Prophet p-L»j Up jl* announced to the Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ ^ Jf "Come 
perform the Janaza Salah (prayer for the deceased) for your brother who passed 
away in a land foreign to your own!" 

Thev proceeded to Baqi and (by miracle) the corpse of Najashi was brought 
before the Holy Prophet ^j^i JL*. The Salah was performed, the Holy 
Prophet p-L-j Up iwi prayed for his forgiveness and exhorted the Companions 
(Sahaba) ^ &\ to do the same for their deceased brother. On seeing this, the 
Hypocrites (Munafiqin) remarked, "Look at these people praying for a 
Abysinnian Christian whom they had never seen and who never belonged to 
their religion!" On this occasion the above verse was revealed. 

Sayyidina MujahicJ, Sayyidina Ibn Juraij Up &\ and Sayyidina Ibn Zaid 
Up i»\ aj^j are of the opinion that the verse applies to all the people of book (Ahlul 
Kitab) who accepted Islam. There is no disparity between the two opinions since 
the verse could have a general connotation despite being revealed with regard to 
a specific person. 

"Verily Allah is swjft at reckoning." He shall reward those who do good and 
punish the evil doers. The apparent delay of retribution in this world should not 
fool anyone. . 

^ci^ s&» -i^ij ij^jj ]x£*j \{%**\ 




Surah Al-lmran 3: 200 



492 



Amvar-ui-Bayan (v. 1) 



(200) O you who believe, exercise patience, remain steadfast when confronted, 
continue doing good deeds and fear Allah so that you may be successful. 

A WORD OF ADVICE TO THE BELIEVERS 

In this final verse of Surah Al Imran, Allah gives four pieces of pertinent 
advice to the Muslims. In brief, it encompasses their behaviour in normal 
circumstances coupled with how to face the enemy in combat. 

The first advice is that of endurance and patience, the three types of which 
should be borne in mind (i.e. carrying out good deeds, abstaining from sin, and 
not being disconcerted during times of adversity). 

The second advice is to remain steadfast and resolute when faced by the 
enemy in battle. Although this message is included in the first instruction to be 
patient, it is mentioned separately here because patience is more difficult, 
therefore more virtuous in times of war. ["Riihul Ma'ani"\ 

The third word of advice is "rabitu." The literal meaning of this word is to 
'tie' oneself to a task i.e. to be resolute. It also refers to the maintenance and 
preparation of animals in war, as Allah says in Surah Anfal, "Prepare for them (the 
enemy) whatever resources you can muster, and from the harnessed horse by which you 
may strike terror into the enemy of Allah and your enemy." [Surah 8, verse 60] 

The word ("rabitu") also refers to guarding the borders of the Islamic state. 
The opportunity to fight in Jihad (religion war) is not always found, but the threat 
of an enemy attacking % Muslim country is ever present. For this reason, it is 
always necessary that the borders of a country be perpetually guarded. There lies 
great virtue in this act. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani", in the interpretation of this verse, writes that 
Muslims should remain stationed at the borders with their horses, awaiting the 
outbreak of Jihad (religion war). Their preparations should therefore be in all 
earnest, excelling those of the enemy. 

The Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up ifct JL* said, "Patrolling the borders (of an Islamic 
state) in the path of Allah for a single day is better than the entire world and 
whatever it contains." [Bukhariv.l p.405] 

Sayyidina Salman <up &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL,j Up iui JL» 
said, "Patrolling the Islamic borders for a single night is better than fasting and 
standing daily in Salah for an entire month. If the person has to die in this state, 
then all the actions he used to carry out will be perpetuated. He will continue to 
receive sustenance and he will not fear those who mete the punishment of the 
grave." [Muslim v.2 p.142] 

Sayyidina Abu Dharr *up ito narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 iu» J* 
said, "The person who dies in the path of Allah while guarding the borders shall 
be saved from the greatest fright (i.e. the horror of the Day of Judgment). He will 
be fed-every morning and evening in the grave and will continue to receive the 
reward of the Murabit (person guarding the borders) till the day when Allah 
shall resurrect him from the grave." [At Targhib wat Tarhib v.2 p.243] 

Sayyidina Anas &\ reports that the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up As was 
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asked concerning the reward of 'ribat' (patrolling the borders). He replied, "The 
person who engages in ribat for a single night protecting the Muslims from an 
enemy attack shall receive the collective reward of the actions of all those whom 
he is protecting and who are performing Salah or fasting." [At Targhib wat Tarhib 
v.2p.245] 

Sayyidina Uthman <up ibt narrates that the Holy Prophet^ 3 Up i» 
said, "A single day spent in ribat is superior to a thousand days spent in other 
acts of worship." [At Targhib wat Tarhib v.2 p.246] 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL. 5 Up ibi JU 
said, "Two eyes will never be touched by the fire of Hell. One is that eye which 
shed a tear out of fear for Allah, and the other is that eye which stayed awake 
safeguarding the Muslims in the path of Allah." [At Targhib wat Tarhib v.2 p.248] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar h reports that the Prophet Up & JU> 
pL. j once told them, "Should I not inform you of a night superior to the night of 
Qadr?" He then continued to say, "It is that night fraught with danger wherein a 
person stands on guard (protecting the Muslims), not knowing whether he shall 
ever return home." (Despite this fear, he remains stationed at his post). [At 
Targhib wat Tarhib v.2 p. 250] 

It is learnt from the narrations of Hadith that the great virtue promised is 
not only reserved for the one who is stationed at the border. It shall also apply to 
any person who spends time guarding the Muslims, be he in a town or at any 
other locality. 

The Ahadith have also described strict adherence to a good action as ribat. 
Sayyidina Abu Hurairah 2bt narrates that the Holy Prophet Up 2b% 
asked them, "Should I not inform you of those actions whereby Allah will 
pardon your sins and elevate your ranks?" When the Companions (Sahaba) ib» 
r^-fs- asked to be informed, The Holy Prophet jJL^ Up &\ said that they were: 

1. To make proper ablution despite adverse conditions (when it is 
cold hot, and in all places), 

2. To frequent the Mosque (Masjid). 

3. To eagerly await the next Salah after just completing one. 

After mentioning these, the Holy Prophet Up ifo said, "This is ribat!" 
(i.e. a person should bind himself to such actions). According to certain 
narrations, the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up - 2bt JL* repeated, "This is ribat!" twice. 
[Muslim v.l p. 227] 

The translation of the verse accommodates the last mentioned interpretation 
of the word 'ribat/ 

The fourth advice tendered by the verse is the fear of Allah piety (Taqwa). 
This instruction is oft repeated in the Qur'an. Piety (Taqwa) is that quality 
whereby a person cames out every good and abstains from all sin. 

"...so that you may be successful/' By practising all of these actions, a person 
shall attain the real success of the Hereafter. 



Surah Al-Imran 3: 200 



494 



Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 



Lesson: Once Sayyidina Ibn Abbas i» spent the night with his 
maternal aunt, Sayyidah Maymuna & ^ Jf who was the wife of the Holy 
Prophet pJL^j aA*> iiji ju. His purpose was to observe the Tahajjud Salah of the Holy 
Prophet (JL- j aJLp <&i He narrates that when the Prophet <JL. j Up iui awoke at 
night, he recited the concluding verses of Surah Al Imran viz, from verse 190: 
"Verily in the creation of the heavens and the earth and in the alternation of the night 
and day are signs for those who have intelligence... (till the end of the Surah)." [Bukhari 
v.2 p.657, Muslim v.l p.261] 

Sayyidina Uthman it narrates that the person who recites the 
concluding verses of Surah Al Imran at night shall receive the reward of 
performing Salah the entire night. [Darmi v.2 p.225] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ii reports that the person who recites 
Surah Al Imran is indeed wealthy. According to another tradition he said that 
this Surah is the treasure of a poor person when he recites it in the Tahajjud Salah 
[Darmi v.2 p.225]. 



A. ... ,A A A_, ,.A._ /_ ,_yV, .A.., ...A... ,.A._ ,_A... ^A.„ ...A, ,A_. ..A... _.A.. 
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Surah An-Nisa 



Verses 176 





In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 

(1) O mankind, fear your Lord Who created you from a single soul, created 
therefrom its spouse, and spread from the two, multitudes of men and women. 
Fear that Allah by Whom you ask of each other and (be wary of) family ties. 
Verily Allah is Vigilant over you. (2) Give to the orphans their wealth and do 
not exchange the bad for the good. Do not devour their wealth by mingling it 
with your own. It is indeed a great sin to do so. 

THE CREATION OF MAN AND THE PROHIBITION AGAINST 
DEVOURING THE WEALTH OF ORPHANS 

The first instruction issued in this verse is to fear Allah. This is often 
repeated in the Qur'an since it is the key to success. Sins destroy a person's 
worldly life as well as his life in the Hereafter. Therefore, when the fear of Allah 
grips one's heart, committing sins becomes extremely difficult for him. 

Sayyidina Abu Dharr Ai narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL.j 2b% J* 
advised him thus, "Adopt the fear of Allah, for surely all your actions shall be* 
beautified thereby." ["Mishkatul Masdbih" pA 15] 

Thereafter, an outstanding quality of Allah is mentioned viz, that He is the 

One "who created you from a single soul, created therefrom its spouse, and spread from 
the two, multitudes of men and women." The "single soul" referred to here is 
Sayyidina Adam *>. 
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THE CREATION OF SAYYIDAH HAWWA f *Ji 

The "spouse" referred to in the verse is Sayyidah Hawwa ^LJ\ i*Jp, whom 
Allah created from Sayyidina Adam ^LJ^ Up. In a narration of Muslim (v.l p.475), 
Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ifo reports that the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up- i» JU' 
said, "Indeed women have been created from a rib. She can never remain straight 
upon a thing. If you wish to derive any benefit from her, you will have to do so 
notwithstanding her inherent crookedness, for, if you attempt to straighten her, 
you will break her. To break her means to divorce her." A similar narration 
appears in Bukhari (v.l p.779). From these traditions it is established that 
Sayyidah Hawwa puis \+M was created from the rib of Sayyidina Adam Up. 

At this juncture many people, who allow their common sense to precede 
their conviction in the Qur'an and Hadith, have fallen into the error of denying 
the creation of Sayyidah Hawwa I4-U from the rib of Sayyidina Adam Up 
(OLJi. The concept does not appeal to their minds since they have no regard for 
the Ahadith of the Holy Prophet fJL-j Up ifci JU. (May Allah guide them!) 

" ...and spread from the two, multitudes of men and women." 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas -up &\ narrates that 20 males and 20 females were 
born of Sayyidina Adam and Hawwa f%J>\ i^u. From these the entire mankind 
was born. ["Durrul Manthur" v.2p.l 16] 

In these verses, Allah makes mention of His ability to create and also refers 
to His quality of nurturing (being the Lord). Therefore, Allah did not only halt at 
the creation of man, but thereafter also saw to his every need by caring for him 
throughout his life. It is compulsory that man shows gratitude to Allah for all of 
these bounties, and a great form of gratitude is that a person refrain from being 
disobedient to Allah. The wealth and children granted by Allah should not be 
used in a manner that displeases Him. 

The verse instructs people to adopt piety (Taqwa) and also furnishes the 
reason for this noble trait. The person who recognises that Allah has created him 
and continues to nurture him shall undoubtedly inculcate piety (Taqwa) in his 
heart. 

"Fear that Allah by Whom you ask of each other..." When asking their dues from 
others, people tend to use the name of Allah. They tell each other that they 
should fear Allah and hand over what is due from them. Besides this, people also 
ask other things using Allah's name. They sometimes exhort someone to do some 
work for them in Allah's name, or give them something His name. Because 
work is accomplished in His name, it is only right that they people fear none but 
Him. 

THE INSTRUCTION TO JOIN FAMILY TIES AND THE 
CONSEQUENCE OF SEVERING THEM 

" and (be wary of) family ties " Maintenance of cordial family ties was 

emphasised amongst the Arabs even prior to the coming of the Holy Prophet J* 
(JL. _> Up it. They would even take oaths to remind each other of this responsibility. 
They used say, "I swear by the maintenance of family ties that you should show 
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regard for me, and not sever these ties!" The verse reminds man of these oaths, 
telling them not to forget that these ties always be maintained. 

Sayyidina Anas Ai narrates that the Holy Prophet ^ Up 2b% said, 
"He who desires that his sustenance be increased and that he live a longer life 
should preserve cordial ties with his family." [Bukhari v.l p.885] 

To associate and call upon one's relatives (in a manner conforming to the 
Shari'ah) is included in the purport of joining ties and holds great virtue. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abi Awfa ^ i»i narrates that the Holy Prophet 
pJL-j Up ifo said, "The mercy of Allah does not descend upon a community 
wherein any person severs family ties. ["Mishkatul Masabih" v.2 p.420] 

In another hadith the Holy Prophet pJL, j Up 2bi JU> said that the person who 
severs family ties shall never enter Heaven (Jannah). In a narration of Abu 
Dawud, it is narrated that the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up ifci quotes Allah as saying, 
"I am Allah and I am the Most Merciful (Rahman). I have extracted the word 
"Rahim" (family ties) from My attribute. I shall join with Me the person who 
joins family ties, and I shall sever ties with the one who severs his family ties." 
["Mishkatul Masabih" v.2 pA20] 

In these times, the sin of severing family ties has become so common that 
even those people who are regular with their Salah and Tahajjud are guilty of it. 
Some take offence at their sisters' frequenting their home/while some dislike 
their uncles. There are also those who do not maintain a healthy relationship 
with their parents! Today, people often foster good relations with others, but 
have no time for their own relatives. They sever ties at the slightest provocation, 
whereas Belief (Iman) demands that a person maintain cordial relations at all 
times. 

One should always endeavour to overlook the faults of others and never let 
the great virtue of joining family ties escape one's grasp. Sayyidina Uqba bin 
Amir ^ i>i\ narrates that he once met the Holy Prophet ^ Up i»t J** and, 
grasping hold of his hand, requested to be informed of a most virtuous action. 
The Prophet ,JL,j Up it JL* replied, "Oh Uqba, join ties with those who sever them 
with you. Be generous to those who deprive you, and ignore those who oppress 
you." According to another report, it is mentioned, "Pardon those who oppress 
you." [At Targhib wat Tarhib v.3 p.342] 

The person who holds the opinion that he need not join ties with those who 
sever them with him, is merely a vengeful person. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar 
<up narrates that the Holy Prophet Up & J* said, "The joiner of family 

ties is not the one who is vengeful, but the joiner of ties is he who joins despite 
others severing them with him." [Bukhari v.2p.886] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ ^ reports that the Holy Prophet Up & 
(JL-j said, "The person who believes in Allah and the Last Day should be 
hospitable to his guests. The person who believes in Allah and the Last Day 
should join family ties. The person who believes in Allah and the Last Day 
should speak a good word or remain silent." [Bukhari v.2 p.889] 

"Verily Allah is Vigilant over you" No action, good or bad is hidden from 



Surah An-Nisa 4: 1-2 



498 



Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 



Allah, and He shall confer the full retribution therefore. This is a repetition of 
piety (Taqwa) in different words. It is an integral aspect of Belief (Imdn) that a 
person realises that his Creator and Master, Allah is Aware of his every action, 
whether it be private or public. 

THREE ORDERS CONCERNING THE WEALTH OF ORPHANS 

The guardians of orphans are now addressed. They are advised to "Give to 
the orphans their wealth and do not exchange the bad (wealth) for the good. Do not 
devour their wealth by mingling it with your own." 

There are three facets alluded to in this verse. The first is that the guardian 
should safeguard any wealth belonging to the orphan in his trust, till the child 
reached puberty. These include all funds that the orphan may have inherited or 
whatever was given to the child as a gift. It should not be that the child is 
deprived of his / her wealth upon reaching puberty. 

A narration in "Asbabun Nuzul" (p.136) tells that a person from the tribe of 
Bani Ghitfan refused to hand over the wealth of his ward (who was his brother's 
son) when the latter demanded it upon coming of age. Consequently the two 
came with the issue to the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 ^ &\ J*, whereupon the above 
verse was revealed. Upon hearing the verse, the uncle said, "We obey the 
command of Allah and seek refuge from the great sin/ , He then handed the 
wealth over to his nephew. 

The second injunction is not to exchange the precious wealth with that 
which is inferior. This means that the guardian must not seize some valuable 
commodity of the orphan's and substitute it with something of lesser value. 
People generally do this for the benefit of their own children. If the orphan 
possesses some property or anything of value, the guardians take these for their 
own children, replacing that of the orphan's with something inferior. 

Other commentators nave interpreted the verse to mean that people should 
not shove aside their personal Lawful (Halal) wealth to devour the wealth of their 
orphan wards. This will constitute substituting something lawful (good) for 
something unlawful (bad). Since the substitution of a person's inferior wealth for 
the superior wealth of an orphan is forbidden, devouring their wealth without 
substituting it with something else will most surely be forbidden as well. 

The third instruction is that the custodian of the child should not mix his 
wealth with that of the orphan. People who have devious minds usurp the 
wealth of orphans by mixing their wealth together, using various schemes. Some 
do so absentmindedly without intending to misappropriate their wealth. They 
join the wealth of the orphans when purchasing household necessities, and fail to 
accurately calculate how much is spent from the orphan's wealth. 

Lesson: With regard to preparing the food of orphans together with that of 
the rest of the family, Surah Baqarah has explained the ruling. This can be 
referred to under the discussion of the verse, "They ask you concerning the 
orphans." (Surah 2, verse 220) 

Allah then declares with regard to the misappropriation of the orphan's 
wealth, "It is indeed a great sin to do so." Although any form of misappropriation is 
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a sin, this verse emphasises the sinfulness of usurping the wealth of orphans. The 
verse not only declares it a sin, but a severe one indeed. Those guilty of this 
misdeed should recite this verse continuously and seriously reflect. 




(3) If you fear that you will not be able to be just to the orphans, then marry . 
those women you are pleased with, two, three of four. If you fear that you will 
be unable to be impartial, then just one, or those slaves that are in your 
possession. In this way it is more unlikely that you will be unjust. 

ADVICE REGARDING MARRIAGE TO ORPHANS 

"Durrul Manthur" (v.2 p. 118) narrates from Bukhari and other books, that 
Sayyidina Urwa bin Zubair &\ ^ asked his aunt Sayyidah Ayshah if* &\ ^ 
concerning this verse. She replied, "O my nephew, this verse refers to those 
orphaned girls whose inheritance from their fathers are mixed with the wealth of 
their guardians. It is obligatory that it be distributed." 

It then occurs that this guardian, being impressed by her wealth or beauty, 
may decide to wed her. Since she is brought up in his home, he does not give her 
the dowry that is rightfully due to her. The verse instructed that they not be 
deprived of their rightful dowry, but, in fact, they should be given even more 
than this. [Bukhari v.2 p.772] 

The verse then goes on to say that if people feel they shall be unable to be 
just when wedding these orphan girls, they should rather marry some other 
women. These women may stipulate whatever dowry they choose since they are 
not under the influence of another. However, the person who feels he will be 
able to give the orphaned girl her just due, may marry her. 

"Durrul Manthur" narrates from Ibn Jarir and others the statement of 
Sayyidah Ayshah if* &\ wherein she says that there are certain orphaned 
girls who are wealthy. Being attracted by her wealth, the guardian marries her. 
Since he was never interested in the girl herself, he then neglects her and does 
not deal with her properly. This verse refers to such people as well. 

PERMISSION TO MARRY FOUR WOMEN AND BEHAVE JUSTLY 
TOWARDS THEM 

" marry those women you are pleased with, two, three of four. If you fear that 

you will be unable to be impartial, then just one, or those slaves that are in your 
possession." 

This verse contains the permission to marry more than one woman at the 
same time. This is neither obligatory (Fardh) nor compulsory (Wajib), but merely 
permissible provided the person is able to be just with all of his wives. He will, of 
course, not be responsible if he cannot have the same love for each wife because 
this is something he has no control over. However, with regard to everything 
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else wherein he has control, he must be impartial. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah -up 2bi narrates that the Holy Prophet <ulp & J^> 
pJL-j said, "The person who has two wives, but is not just between them, shall 
appear on the Day of Judgment in such a condition that one half of his body will 
be collapsing." (He has to spend an equal number of nights with each of his 
wives, as he decides to.) ["Mishkatul Masabih" p.279] 

There are many people who marry a second wife merely because of their 
affluence, or just for the pleasure of it Others do so because of the woman's 
wealth or because their first wife has now aged. They then deal most unjustly 
with their wives and even oppress them. 

"In this way it is more unlikely that you will be unjust/' If people conduct their 
marriages according to the injunctions of the Shari'ah, they will be saved from 
committing injustice. 

Lesson: The Shari'ah of Islam permits marriage to a maximum of four 
women at one time. However, this permission is bound with the condition of 
equality. Other religions do not grant this concession to man. They, however, 
permit men to have mistresses whereby adultery has swept into vogue. They see 
no fault in perpetrating adultery, yet look down on marriage! 

Many people revile Islam on the basis of the permission to marry many 
wives. At the outset they fail to understand that this is merely the granting of 
permission and not a binding obligation. Then they do not perceive the practical 
necessity for this permission. Firstly, it serves to increase the solace and mental 
well being of the person. The second great benefit is that when the numbers of 
men are radically decreased (for example, during the occasion of Jihad (religion 
war) when many men are martyred), widows are offered new homes and the 
opportunity to protect their virtue. 

There are also times (as it occurs today) that women are in the majority. 
During these times women are allowed to share husbands so that they are not 
compelled to live their lives in sin. They are afforded the opportunity to live their 
lives chastely as wives and mothers. Those who are too myopic to perceive the 
depths of matters cannot understand this wisdom, and therefore resort to raising 
objections. Especially when the Shari'ah stipulates the condition of justice and 
equality between wives, a person has no scope to object. 

Lesson: There are many other conditions attached to the marriage of several 
wives. Amongst these are that a person may not wed a woman who is still 
observing her Iddah (the probationary period for divorced women and widows). He 
may also not marry two sisters at the same time, nor any woman from amongst 
his Maharim (those to whom marriage is totally forbidden). 

Should a person marry a fifth wife whilst still in the marriage of the other 
four, the fifth marriage will not be valid and the woman will not be considered to 
be his wife. During the period of ignorance, there was no restriction on the 
tiumber of wives and people had many. 

When Sayyidina Ghaylan bin Salma Thaqafi ^ h ^ became a Muslim he 
had ten wives the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up 2bt JU told him to keep four and divorce 
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the rest. [Ibn Nlajah] 

PERMISSION TO COHABIT WITH SLAVE WOMEN 

The verse explains that if a person is unable to deal justly with four wives, 
he should suffice with one. If he is not able to do even this, he should resort to his 
slave women. While a man may lawfully cohabit with his slave women, they do 
not share the same rights as wives do. Although he has to feed and clothe them, 
he need not distribute his nights with them equally. 

The disbeliever (kafir) women who were captured during Jihad (religion war) 
were distributed amongst the Mujahidin and became their slaves. It is 
permissible for men to cohabit with their slave women. There are many 
conditions attached to this, as may be referred to in the books of jurisprudence. 

The offspring of slave women are regarded to be the legal children of their 
masters and are considered to be free people. When the master dies, the slave 
mother of his children also becomes free. Detailed rules can be found in the 
books of jurisprudence. 

THE WISDOM BEHIND ENSLAVING DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) 
CAPTIVES 

During Jihad (religion war), many men and women become war captives. 
The Amirul Mu'minin has the choice of distributing them amongst the 
Mujahidin, in which event they will become the property of these Mujahidin. 
This enslavement is the penalty for disbelief (kufr). The advantage to them is that 
they will now be exposed to the Islamic way of life, whereby they shall be 
afforded the opportunity to grow accustomed to it. By experiencing the adhan 
(call to the prayer), Salah and other devotional acts of Islam, they will be drawn to 
accept, thereby saving themselves from the eternal chastisement of the Hereafter. 

The advantage to the Islamic state is that this practice will weaken the 
enemy, presenting less danger of an uprising. The state will also be absolved of 
the responsibility of caring for these prisoners, thus conserving the state coffers. 

If they are confined in prisons, they present the danger of leasing with their 
countries to attack the Muslims once ftiore. As slaves, they will be of service to 
their Mujahidin masters who will not even feel it a burden to care for them 
because of their services. 

The Holy Prophet ^ _> ^ & JL* mentioned, "Those slaves you are satisfied 
with should be fed as you are fed and clothed as you are clothed. Those with 
whom you are dissatisfied should be sold, for you should not punish the 
servants of Allah!" ["Mishkatul Masdbih" p.292 from Abu Dawud and Ahmad] The 
inference made is that when a person is not satisfied with his slave, he would 
beat him excessively and neglect to care for him properly. If he is sold, he may be 
able to serve someone else better. 

When a slave is fed and clothed like the members of the household, and he 
is treated cordially like one of them, he will cease to consider himself a stranger. 
In this way he will steadily grow to accept Islam. History bears testimony to the 
fact that many notable Muhaddithin were children of slaves. 
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The Ahadith are replete with detailed guidelines for the congenial 
relationship with slaves. On his deathbed the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up iisi ju» stressed 
that people give due regard to their Salah and their slaves. [Ahmad v.3 p.817] 

This is the slavery that the ignorant people of Europe seek to discredit and 
object to! 

Lesson: None of the injunctions pertaining to slavery have been abrogated 
in the Shari'ah. The reason that the Muslims of today do not have slaves is 
because they do not engage in Jihad (religion war). Their wars are fought by the 
instruction of the disbelievers (kuffdr) and are halted by the same felons. The 
Muslim have also been shackled by such treaties of the disbelievers (kuffdr) 
whereby they cannot enslave anyone in the event of a war. 

Muslims have been denied a great boon whereby every home could have 
had a slave. May Allah grant the Muslims the ability to escape the tentacles of 
the enemy, remain steadfast upon the Din (religion) and engage in Jihad (religion 
war) according to the injunctions of Shari'ah. Arnin! 

SERVANTS ARE NOT SLAVES AND CANNOT BE COHABITED 
WITH, NEITHER CAN FREE PEOPLE BE SOLD 

The only slaves with whom sexual relations can be maintained are those 
who were captured in Jihad (religion war) and distributed amongst the 
Mujahidin. Besides this, there is no other way in which a person may be made a 
slave. The women employed in homes for domestic chores are not slaves and it 
will be necessary to observe viel (Hijdb) from them (i.e. they should be concealed 
from men). 

It is Unlawful (Hardm) to engage in sexual contact with them just as it is 
Unlawful (Hardm) to do so with any other woman. It should be understood that 
deriving sexual gratification from them is no less than adultery! 

If the parents of a girl sell ,her as a slave, she will not be a slave. In the same 
way, if she sells herself as a slave she will not become one. Cohabitation with her 
will be adultery. 

THE TYPE OF WOMAN ONE SHOULD MARRY 

The verse says, marry those women you are pleased with... "This refers to those 
women whom a person deems to be the best and most suitable for him. The 
criteria for this may be beauty, wealth, character, piety, and many more qualities. 
The verse makes it evident that there is nothing wrong selecting a woman of 
one's choice, irrespective of the criteria used. However, preference should be 
given to piety. A narration of Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ reads, "A 

woman is married for four reasons; for her wealth, her lineage, her beauty and 
her piety. So (O listener!), be successful by choosing her who is pious! May Allah 
grant you prosperity!" [Muslim v. 1 p.473] 

According to another hadith, the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 ito JL» said, "The 
entire world is full of objects of benefit, and the best of these is the pious wife." 
[Muslim v.l p. 475] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up ib» ^ j narrates that the Prophet jJL, j <^ &\ J** 
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said, "The best of women who mount camels (Arab women) are those women of 
the Quraish who are compassionate unto their children and protective of the 
wealth of their husbands/ 7 [Bukhari v.2 p. 7 60] 

Sayyidina Abu Umamah ^ ibt narrates that the Holy Prophet Up &\ JL* 
jJL- 3 said, "After piety (Taqwa), there is no boon a person can acquire better than a 
pious wife." He then described the traits of a pious wife thus; 

(1) She obeys when instructed. 

(2) The husband is pleased to look at her 

(3) She helps to fulfill his oaths (e.g. She fulfills a task that he, on 
oath, commands her to do) 

(4) She protects his wealth and her chastity in his absence [Ibn 
Majah p. 133]. 

Just as the piety of a woman is given paramount importance at the time of 
marriage, so too must due importance be given to the piety of a f man who 
proposes to a woman. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah **> &\ reports that the Holy Prophet Up ibt JL* 
pJL-j said, "A woman should be given in marriage upon the proposal of such a 
man whom you know is of pious and upright character. If you fail to do so, 
widespread corruption shall reign on earth." [Tirmidhi p.207] 

MARRIAGE IS A REQUIREMENT OF THE SHARI'AH 

Marriage is an instinctive necessity of man. Allah has created man desirous 
of woman and vice versa. Allah has ordained the institution of marriage (Nikah) 
to fulfill this natural instinct of man and to safeguard his chastity and gazes. In 
the opening hadith of the chapter of Nikah, Tirmidhi narrates a hadith on the 
authority of Sayyidina Abu Hurairah *up ifci He reports that the Holy Prophet 
pJL-j Up &\ JL* said, "Four things were from the observances of the Prophet ?%J\ Up 
viz. (1) Modesty, (2) Applying perfume, (3) Brushing the teeth with the Miswak 
and, (4) Nikah." 

There is no piety in abstaining from Nikah the Holy Prophet fX~j Up iut JU> 
said, 'O youth, those of you who can afford to marry should do so, for marriage 
is a means of lowering the gaze and protecting the chastity. Those who cannot 
afford to marry should stick to fasting, for it subdues the carnal desires." [Bukhari 
v.2 p. 758] 

There is no permission to discharge the sexual passions except within 
wedlock. The person unable to marry should fast according to necessity so that 
his passions may be kept in check. 

To control these desires, certain Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ requested 
the Holy Prophet pJL-j Up &\ for permission to castrate themselves. The 
Prophet fJL, j Up &\ JL* replied, "The person who castrates another and the one 
who has himself castrated is not from us. The castration of my Ummah lies in 
fasting." ["MishkdtulMasabih"pg.690.] 
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In marriage a man, tired after a hard day's work, finds solace and succour in 
his wife at home. This is referred to in the verse of Surah A'raf where Allah says, 
"So that he may find comfort in her" [Surah 7, verse 189]. 

The Muslim wife is absolved of the burden of earning a livelihood, 
protecting her chastity by remaining at home. Both the husband and the wife are 
given due consideration in the Shari'ah and the rights of each are guarded. 

Husband and wife soon become parents. They then take pride in raising 
their children, paying much attention to their nurturing. By directing their 
children towards Dm (religion) and the knowledge of Din (religion), they secure 
for themselves elevated positions in the Hereafter. 

Islam coincides with the natural instincts of man and does not venture to 
destroy these. Within reasonable bounds, Islam allows man to fulfill these 
inclinations, provided that he abides by the injunctions of Shari'ah. 

/ Sf \ ,r^. * < \*\" 
Sts^ \z~j> ay&sA l*a> {jc- of ap£ or^ J ^ > ' Ly**j 

(4) Give women their dowries kindly. If they, of their own accord, remit a part 
thereof, then partake of it with welcome and happiness. 

THE INSTRUCTION TO PAY THE DOWER 

In consideration of women, the Shari'ah has stipulated the payment of 
dower (called "mahr"). The man has to pay to the woman a sum that she agrees to 
and he may not force her to accept what he wishes to give. As long as he does not 
pay her, he shall remain indebted to her for the fixed amount. If she, out of her 
own free will, chooses to absolve him of the amount, or a part thereof, she is at 
liberty to do so. 

The condition is that she do so willingly. If she is forced to do so, or is 
tricked into signing a document to that effect, the husband will still be liable to 
pay her although she can make no legal claim in a court of law. Allah shall 
require the husband to account for it on the inevitable Day of Judgment. 

ONLY THAT REMISSION IS ACCEPTABLE WHICH DONE OF THE 
WIFE'S FREE WILL 

The husband can never consider himself absolved of paying the dowry 
unless the wife rents the same without duress. The verse stipulates that she Kid 
to do so with the happiness of the heart and not the mind. When a person sits 
down to think and deliberate upon a situation, the pros and cons are evaluated. 
For example, if a person contemplates giving a bribe, he determines that by 
giving twenty Rands as a bribe, he will save a hundred Rands. Although the 
thought appeals to the mind, the soul and heart do not want to accept. 

When a person requests his wife to remit the Mahr, she understands that by 
complying she will be depriving herself from a fortune, which she could utilise at 
her liberty. On the other hand, the fear does not vacate her mind that should she 
refuse to remit it, her husband may divorce her in anger. Then, she thinks, how 
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long will she be forced to be a burden upon her parents and relatives? Weighing 
up the situation in these terms, she then opts to forgo the Mahr, even though her 
heart does not concede to the deal. 

This form of reluctant authorisation is not acceptable in the Shari'ah. Duress 
does not necessarily mean that a gun is held to the head, but it takes many forms, 
the above being one of them. In this case, it will be Unlawful (Haram)f or the 
husband to withhold the dowry (Mahr). 

A blanket rule is outlined in a hadith wherein the Holy Prophet Up &\ J^> 
mentioned, "Beware not to oppress! Lo! The wealth of another is only 
permissible with the happiness of his heart." ["Mishkatul Masabih" pg.255] 

Many people give money out of regard for others and do not refuse because 
of some degree of duress. It is not allowed to consider this wealth lawful and to 
accept it. Some people take the property of others in jest and then do not return 
it. This is also Unlawful (Haram) due to the unhappiness of the owner. The Holy 
Prophet fJL*j &\ JU said, "None of you should take the cane of his brother, 
pretending to be joking, yet earnest in the effort. Whosoever takes the cane of his 
brother should return it." (The example of a cane was used to indicate that even 
seemingly insignificant things should not be misappropriated). ["Mishkatul 
Masabih" p. 255] 

" — then partake of it with welcome and happiness." This indicates that 
whatever is given out of the satisfaction of the heart is blessed, fulfilling and 
pleasing. This is contrary to anything derived without consent, which will be 
bereft of blessings and pleasure. 



E 




(5) Do not give the foolish ones your wealth which Allah has made you 
custodians over, but feed and clothe them thereof and speak kind words to 
them. (6) Test the orphans till they are capable of marriage. If you notice that 
they understand, then hand over their wealth to them. Do not consume their 
wealth in extravagance and in haste, fearing that they grow up. Whoever is 
wealthy should abstain and whoever is poor should eat thereof within reason. 
When you eventually hand over their wealth to them, then have witnesses 
preside over them. Allah Suffices to take account. 

SOME ADVICE CONCERNING THE WEALTH OF ORPHANS 

The 'foolish ones" referred to in the first of these verse are the juvenile 
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orphans. They should only be given their wealth when they reach the age of 
puberty. Then too, it should not be given to them until they are of sound 
Judgment and understanding. If it is determined that they, after reaching 
puberty, still retain childish mentality, their wealth should remain in the custody 
of the guardian. Their expenses should be paid from this wealth and should they 
take exception to this state of affairs, it must be kindly explained to them that this 
is for their own welfare. 

The verse mentions "your wealth" instead of "their wealth." This is 
mentioned to impress upon the mind of the guardian that he should safeguard 
the wealth of the orphan as if it were his own. He should not embezzle the funds, 
nor squander it in any way. It also emphasises the fact that the wealth should be 
protected to the extent that the guardian does not hand it over to the orphan 
himself until he is able to manage it properly. 

Another factor worth mentioning is that Allah used the word "qiyaman" to 
describe the custodianship of the guardian over the wealth of the orphan. This 
word also refers to 'one who maintains' and 'one who stands.' This alludes to the 
fact that wealth is a means of allowing a person to be able to maintain a good 
standard of living and a means of standing firm in this world. The person whom 
Allah grants wealth should value it and not squander it on himself and his 
family. Wastage of wealth is Unlawful (Haram). 

Sayyidina Mughira bin Shu'ba it ^ j narrates that the Holy Prophet J^> 
<Op it said, "Undoubtedly Allah has forbidden harming or hurting mothers, 
burying daughters alive (as was practiced by the idolaters), denying the right of 
the rightful and demanding from those upon whom one has no rights. Allah also 
dislikes chit chat, excessive questioning and wasting of money." [Bukhari v.l p.324] 

The verse then instructs the guardians to test the mental capabilities of the 
orphan when s/he comes of age. Their wealth should only be given to them if 
they are able to manage it efficiently and wisely and will not waste it. 

The third injunction mentioned in the verse is that the wealth of the orphans 
should not be squandered in wasteful pursuits. It should also not be squandered 
in haste with the intention that the child will soon become of age, whereafter 
s/he shall demand their wealth. With this in mind, many a guardian quickly 
spends the wealth on himself and his children. 

The fourth instruction is that the guardians safeguard the orphan's wealth 
and not spend it upon themselves unnecessarily. The one who is wealthy should 
abstain from it completely and the one who is poor may use only what is 
absolutely necessary. 

In this regard Allama Alusi 4* ' & the author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (vA 
p.208) quotes four opinions. The first is that this verse applied initially, but was 
subsequently abrogated by the verse, "indeed those who oppressively consume the 
wealth of orphan's, they only consume fire in their bellies/' {Surah Nisa verse 10) This is 
the opinion of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up it 

The second opinion is that of Sayyidina Sa'id bin Jubair Up it Sayyidiria 
Mujahid Up it -^ Jf Sayyidina Abul Alia Up it <*- Jf Sayyidina Ubaidah Salmani 
Up it and Sayyidina Muhammad Baqir ^ ^j. They maintain that the poor 
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guardian may borrow funds from the orphan's wealth. This will have to be paid 
back when the guardian is able to do so. 

The third opinion is that the poor guardian may take a wage from the 
wealth of the orphan in remuneration for his services to the child. This wage has 
to be reasonable and not excessive. An example of this is the orphan whose 
father has left for him many properties, businesses, houses, plantations, etc. It is 
obvious that a considerable amount of the guardian's time and effort will be 
spent in managing all these assets. He may, therefore, extract a salary for his 
services as manager. 

His salary should be stipulated, keeping in mind the orphan's welfare. He 
should not take more than what will be paid to the average person for the same 
job. If he is required to travel for the purpose of this management, he should be 
conservative in spending and not waste the money in expensive hotels and 
restaurants. The rule is that he should desire for the orphan what he desires for 
himself. 

The fifth injunction is that witnesses be called when the wealth of the 
orphan is handed over to him/her. The obvious advantage of this is that the 
child cannot claim later that his/her wealth was not given. The precise amount 
being handed over should be made known to the witnesses so that they may 
resolve any dispute that may arise in later years. 

"Allah Suffices to take account." This verse is indeed very concise since it 
serves to address the guardian who does not keep proper account of the orphan's 
wealth, as well as those who wish to bribe court officials to win their favour. 
Those people should also heed this verse who refuse to give the orphan their full 
due when they come of age. 

These people should not rest content that the paperwork of this world is in 
order. They will definitely be required to render account on the inevitable Day of 
Judgment. 

Lesson: The verse stipulates that orphans should first reach the age of 
maturity before their wealth is handed over to them. A boy will have reached 
maturity when he experiences a wet dream or ejaculates. A girl will be 
considered to have matured when she menstruates, experiences a wet dream, or 
falls pregnant. If none of these things occur, each of them shall be deemed to be 
mature when they reach the age of 15 according to the Islamic lunar calendar. 
This is the presiding verdict of the Muftis. 

[ ' ' ■ 

(7) For men is a part of what the parents and relatives leave behind, and for 
women is a part of what the parents and relatives leave behind; be it a little or a 
lot. This share has been fixed. 
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THE SHARES OF MEN AND WOMEN ARE STIPULATED 

This verse emphasises the importance of applying the laws of inheritance, 
underlining the need to apportion to men and women their allotted shares. The 
members of each gender have to be given their due shares from the estate of their 
parents and other relatives. 

During the period of ignorance, women were deprived of any inheritance 
and even today there are many nations who do the same. It is common that only 
those people receive inheritance who are in control of the estate at the time of the 
death. Even if others have to be given, the wives and daughters are ignored. 
When the deceased leaves two wives and their respective children, the children 
in charge of the estate do not share the inheritance with their stepmother and her 
children. 

People even deprive orphans of their rightful share and pay no heed to the 
injunctions of the Shari'ah in this regard. They give due importance to Salah and 
other acts of devotion, yet are negligent of one of the most fundamental and 
binding laws of Islam those of "Mirath" (inheritance). The verse makes it clear 
that just as men and women receive an allotted portion from the estate of their 
deceased parents, they are also entitled to a part of the estate of various relatives. 
The details of these can be referred to in the books of jurisprudence. 




(8) When the relatives, orphans and needy present themselves upon the 
occasion of distribution (of the estate), then apportion some of it to them and 
speak kindly to them. (9) Let those fear who leave behind them weak offspring 
regarding whom they are concerned. They should fear Allah and speak justly. 
(10) Indeed those who oppressively consume the wealth of orphans, they only 
consume fire in their bellies. Very soon they shall enter the Blaze! 

A STERN WARNING AGAINST CONSUMING THE WEALTH OF 
ORPHANS AND THE ORDER TO SAFEGUARD THEIR WEALTH 

It often happens that at the time when an estate is being distributed 
amongst the rightful heirs, certain other relatives, orphans and needy people also 
present themselves with a view to receiving something. When this does happen, 
some of the mature heirs should give them something from their own shares and 
kindly explain to them that they are not entitled to any shares. Only those people 
allotted shares by Allah are to receive anything, and they should be pleased with 
what Allah has decreed. 
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Thereafter, those who are responsible for the executing of the estate are 
addressed. Allah tells them that they should hasten to distribute the shares to all 
the heirs and beneficiaries since amongst these there may be weak and needy 
people. If the distribution is delayed, these people could suffer. Therefore, they 
should think that if it were their estate being dissolved and their feeble heirs 
were not given their dues timeously, what will become of them? By placing 
themselves in the same situation, they will become more concerned to ensure 
that they fulfill their task quickly. 

They should fear Allah and distribute the estate correctly, ensuring that the 
shares of minor heirs are placed in the custody of such people who will care 
properly for the child and keep their wealth safely. They should be such people 
who will pacify the minor heirs practically (by giving them their wealth upon 
maturity) as well as verbally (by being kind and gentle in their behaviour 
towards them). 

Allah then announces that those who unlawfully usurp the wealth of 
orphans should rest assured that their actions will not pass undetected. Indeed 
the consequences shall be grievous on the Day of Judgment, when rendering 
account for devious actions will not be easy. 

In this world, the innocent child may not be able to tell the guardian 
anything, but in the Hereafter, the unjust guardian will be subjected to the most 
gruesome torture on account of his oppression. Although it seems that he is 
eating sumptuous meals with his ill-gotten gains, in reality he is only filling his 
belly with the smouldering coals of Hell. 

Those people who deprive orphans of their wealth during the distribution 
of an estate should ponder over this verse. There are others who are just as guilty 
when they collect funds to run orphanages and then spend most of the money on 
themselves. When legacies are not suitably settled, the wealth of many an orphan 
is devoured by others who are not in the least concerned about the consequences. 



(11) Allah instructs you with regard to your children. For a male is the like share 
of two females. If the daughters are more than two, they shall inherit two-thirds 
of what the deceased leaves. If there is only one daughter, she shall inherit half. 
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For each of the parents is a sixth of what the deceased leaves if he had children. 
If he did not have any children and his parents are his only heirs, then the 
mother inherits a third. If he has brothers then his mother shall inherit a sixth 
(of the estate) after apportioning the bequest he made and (after) settling his 
debts. From your father and sons you know not which of them is closer to you 
in benefit. These are obligatory shares from Allah, surely Allah is all knowing 
all wise. 

DETAILS OF THE SHARES OF INHERITANCE 

This verse and those to follow explain the details of inheritance. More is still 
to come in the concluding verse of this Surah as well. The above verse elucidates 
the shares of the children and parents. Allah opens the verse with the 
declaration, "Allah instructs you with regard to your children/' This emphasises the 
fact that the shares of heirs are fixed by Allah Himself. Neither the deceased 
person nor any government has an option in the matter. Any legislation in this 
matter that conflicts with that of the Qur'an will be considered to be null and 
void. 

Thereafter Allah says, "Tor a male is the like share of two females." This means 
that sons shall receive the equivalent of two daughters. 

The following laws are derived from the above verses: 

1. If only two daughters and a son (no parents and no spouse 
survive the deceased then the estate will be divided into four 
portions. 'Two quarters (half) will be given to the son and the 
daughters will receive a quarter each. 

2. If in the above situation either of the parents or a spouse 
survive the deceased as well, they will be given their shares first. 
Thereafter the son and daughters will be allotted their portions 
accruing to the principle of "Tor a male is the like share of two 
females." 

3. If only one daughter survived the deceased, she will inherit 
half of his entire estate (the remaining half will be distributed 
amongst the other heirs according to the appropriate laws). 

4. If only two or more daughters survive the deceased (no sons), 
they will share two-thirds of the estate. (Therefore each of the two 
daughters in the above example shall receive a third of the estate 
and the remaining portion will be distributed amongst the other 
surviving heirs). 

5. If the deceased is survived by both his parents as well as 
children (even if they be one son and one daughter), then each of 
the parents shall inherit one sixth. The remaining portion will be 
given to the children according to the aforementioned laws. 

6. If the only heirs are the parents the mother shall inherit a third 
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and the father, the remaining two thirds. 

7. If the deceased is survived only by his parents and several 
brothers and sisters (be they real or consanguine), then the mother 
shall receive one sixth. 'The remaining portion will be the lot of the 
father (the brothers and sisters will not receive anything). "The 
only difference that the presence of brothers and sisters will effect 
is that they will decrease the share of the mother from a third to a 
sixth. 

8. If the deceased is only survived by his parents and a single 
brother or a single daughter, then the share of the mother will not 
be affected. She will still inherit a third -of the estate. The 
remaining two thirds will be for the father. 

"From your father and sons you know not which of them is closer to you in benefit." 
A person never knows whether it is his ascendants or his descendants who have 
benefited him more. If apportioning shares was left to people, they would allot a 
greater share to those of their relatives who have been more useful to them. 

It may occur that a person feels that certain of his relatives shall be of 
greater benefit to him, whereas they never pass any benefit to him. He will, 
therefore, fix a larger share for them whereas others may be more deserving. 

The criteria for shares were thus not based upon the benefit an heir may 
have passed on to the testator, but Allah had fixed the shares based upon 
kinship. These shares were stipulated by Allah Himself and none may alter them 
in any way. No heirs may be given less than their allotted shares, nor may any of 
them be deprived of their rights. Allah is the All Knowing and the All Wise. His 
decrees are replete with wisdom. 

Lesson 1: Some people, on the grounds of disobedience, disinherit their 
children. This practice is Unlawful (Haram) and their instruction for 
disinheritance will be ignored in terms of the Shari'ah. The child will still receive 
his/her share since the criterion for inheritance is not whether the child was of 
service to the parent or not. A person shall receive his/her share purely upon the 
grounds of being the child of the deceased, 

Lesson 2: Allah has fixed a share for all the children, be they male or female. 
The only difference is that daughters receive half the share of sons. One of the 
reasons for this is that women generally receive dowry from their husbands and 
do not bear the responsibility of providing for their families. This responsibility 
rests with their husbands. On the other hand, men have the task of paying dowry 
and providing for their families. For this reason, they are more in need of money 
than their sisters are. 

IT IS UNLAWFUL (HARAM) TO DEPRIVE WOMEN OF THEIR 
SHARES 

This is indeed a severe sin perpetrated by many people who prefer to 
distribute the inheritance only amongst the sons, depriving the daughters 
completely. Even if an individual, a group, a society or a country grants shares 
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only to males, it will not be permissible for the males to take what should belong 
to their sisters according to the Shari'ah. 

Allah has specifically mentioned the share of females when He declared, 
"For a male is the like share of two females" Instead of mentioning the share of 
males Allah attached the word "share" to females. This emphasises the 
importance of the share of females. 

When the British ruled India, a Muslim came to a British magistrate 
requesting that his father's estate be dissolved according to British law. The 
magistrate admitted that he was constrained to accede to the request since he 
was a public servant, but he asked the Muslim why he did not want the matter to 
be resolved according to the Qur'an? He added further that the Qur'an discusses 
the shares of sons and daughters in less than one line. "Why do you," he asked, 
"accept one portion of the verse, 'For a male,' and reject the other part, 'the like 
share of two females/ Is this the way to accept the Qur'an?" The Muslim was 
speechless. 

Some people say that their sisters do not want their shares, or that they have 
waived their shares. If they really waived their shares then there will be no 
objection, but if their reluctance to accept their shares was merely superficial, 
then the same shall apply as discussed in the verse, "If they, of their own accord, 
remit a part thereof" {Surah Nisa, verse 4) 

The sisters must be informed of their shares so that they know exactly what 
they are to receive. They should be enlightened about every portion of their 
share, be it from the business, cash, plantation, etc. It should be made clear to the 
sisters that their shares will be given to them if chose to accept. When these 
factors are made clear to them and they still opt to forgo their shares, their 
renouncement will be valid. 

It may occur that she fears, by demanding her share, her brothers will 
become upset and (in the event of separation from her husband or his death) 
they will not be prepared to care for her. If she forgoes her share under these 
circumstances, her remission will not be deemed valid in the Shari'ah. 

Lesson: The shares stipulated in the above verse will only be allotted "after 
apportioning the bequest he made and (after) settling his debts." This stresses the 
importance of first settling debts. The details of this will, Insha Allah, be 
explained later. 

Ax* ^ > ' " f ^5. \< <r>f > <><' 
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(12) You shall inherit half of what your wives leave if they do not have children. 
If they have children, then you shall inherit a quarter of what they leave after 
apportioning the bequest she made and (after) settling her debts. They (your 
wives) shall inherit a quarter of what you leave if you have no children. If you 
have children, then they shall inherit an eighth of what you leave after 
apportioning the bequest you make and (after) settling your debts. 

THE SHARES OF SPOUSES 

The laws derived from the above verse are as follows: 

2. If a woman is survived only by her husband (she has absolutely 
no children, not from him nor from any previous marriages), he 
shall inherit half of her estate. 

2. If she dies leaving behind children (be they one or more, from 
her present husband or from a former one), then the husband in 
whose wedlock she died shall receive a quarter of her estate. 

3. If a man dies leaving behind only his wife (no children either 
from her or from a previous marriage), then she will receive a 
quarter of his estate as inheritance. 

4. If he dies leaving children (be they one or more, from the 
presen t wife or from any others), then the wife in whose wedlock he 
died shall inherit one eighth of his estate. In all the above cases the 
shares will be allotted after the bequest and debts have been settled. 

Lesson; If a person dies leaving behind several wives/they all will have to 
share the quarter or eighth portion, according to their number. 




(12) (contd.) If a man or woman dies leaving neither any ascendants nor 
descendants, and s/he has a brother or a sister, then each of them shall inherit a 
sixth. If they (brothers and sisters) are more, then they shall all be partners in a 
third after apportioning the bequest that has been made and (after) settling any 
debts; without intending to cause any harm. This instruction is from Allah, and 
Allah is All Knowing, Clement. 

THE SHARES OF UTERINE BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

The above verse discusses the share of the "Kalalah." This is that person 
who leaves no mother, no father, no grandfather, no son, no daughter and no 
grandchildren from their sons. If the "Kalalah" dies leaving behind real or 
consanguine brothers or sisters, then their shares are discussed in the final verse 
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of Surah Nisa viz. "They ask you. Say 'Allah shall reply to you with regard to the 
Kalalah." [Surah 4, verse 176] 

The above verse deals with the inheritance of that "Kalalah" who is 
survived by uterine brothers or sisters. If there is only one uterine brother and 
one uterine sister, then each shall receive a sixth of the estate as inheritance. If, 
however, there are several brothers and sisters, then they will have to share a 
third of the estate. In this case the shares of males and females will be equal and 
the remaining portion will be made over to the other heirs. 

This will, of course, take place after the bequests and debts have been 
settled. 

THE SHARES OF REAL AND CONSANGUINE BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS 

The real or consanguine sister who survives her Kalalah brother will be 
entitled to half of his estate. A brother who survives his real or consanguine 
sister will inherit ail of her estate. 

If there are two sisters (real or consanguine) surviving their Kalalah brother, 
then each will inherit a third of his estate. If they are more than two, they too will 
share two thirds. 

If a man dies as a Kalalah and he leaves behind real or consanguine brothers 
and sisters, they will share his estate according to the principle of "For a male is 
the like share of two females. For example, if there are two sisters and one brother, 
the estate will be divided into four portions. The brother shall receive two 
quarters (half) and the sisters will receive a quarter each. 

It should be well understood that the shares of the Kalalah' s brothers and 
sisters are mentioned in two places of Surah Nisa. Those of his/her uterine 
brothers and sisters are mentioned in the above verse (12), while those of the real 
and consanguine brothers and sisters are stated in the concluding verse (176). 

THE SHARES OF INHERITANCE ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED AFTER 
APPORTIONING BEQUESTS SETTLING DEBTS 

Every share stipulated thus far since the beginning of this discussion of 
inheritance has contained the clause of first settling the bequests and debts. The 
procedure after death is that firstly the burial expenses are to be paid from the 
estate. This is an obligatory duty. Thereafter the debts are to be paid. If the debts 
exhaust the entire estate, the bequests will be ignored and no heir shall receive 
any share. 

DEBTS PRECEDE BEQUESTS 

Sayyidina Ali ibi ^ has been reported to have said, "You people recite 
the verse, 'after apportioning the bequest you make and (after) settling your debts/ (The 
sequence of this verse seems to denote that bequests precede debts in priority) 
However, the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up 2bi ruled that, debts be settled before the 
bequest." [Mishkdt p. 263] 
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BEQUESTS ARE PAID FROM A THIRD OF THE ESTATE 

After the debts have been settled, bequests are paid from a third of th 
remaining wealth (if the bequest is legitimate). If the amount of the beques 
exceeds a third it will still be paid from the third only; unless the mature heir 
permit that the excess be paid from their shares. The permission of immatur 
heirs is not valid. 

If the deceased had not bequeathed anything, then the heirs may be givei 
their shares immediately upon settlement of the debts. If there were neither debt 
nor bequests, then the heirs may receive their shares from the total sum of th 
estate. 

CERTAIN LAWS CONCERNING BEQUESTS 

If a person wishes to donate some of his money to charity or desires to giv 
it to any person besides his heirs, he may bequeath this from one third of hi 
estate. It is best, though, that it should be even less than a third. It now become 
binding upon the heirs to ensure that this bequest is fulfilled. If they usurp thi 
wealth, they will be guilty of a great sin. 

Some Scholars (Ulama) have explained that Allah had mentioned th 
apportioning of the bequest before debts because the debtors will fight for thei 
dues. On the other hand, the apportioning of the bequest is at the mercy of th 
heirs. The Qur'an therefore, emphasises the importance of bequests in this way 
so that the people dissolving the estate give it due regard. 

Ruling: If the deceased bequeaths that the obligatory Hajj be made on hi 
behalf, then this will also be made from one third of his estate only. Fulfillmen 
of this Hajj (called "Hajj Badl") is also incumbent upon the heirs, failing whicl 
they shall be sinful. If the expenses of Hajj cannot be paid from the third, Ha 
should be made from such a place from where the expenses are less. In this way 
the funds should suffice. 

Lesson: Sayyidina Anas Ai ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet Up 2bt JL 
pi- j said, "Allah will deprive that person of his legacy in Heaven (Jannah) wh< 
deprives another of his inheritance." [Ibn Majah p. 194] This shall apply to sue] 
persons who tell rightful heirs that they will not be given their dues or delay: 
payment till their death. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah &\ ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet Up Ai.jl, 
said, "Indeed a man or woman may live sixty years in the obedience o 
Allah, but make such bequests whereby their heirs are harmed. Because of this 
the fire of Hell becomes compulsory for them." After quoting this hadith 
Sayyidina Abu Harairah <up <&! ^> j recited the verse, "after apportioning the bequ.es 
that has been made and (after) settling any debts; without intending to cause any harm 
This instruction is from Allah, and Allah is All Knowing, Clement., (up to the words) 
That is the supreme success. " [Mishkat p. 226] 

Ruling: It is not permissible to make a bequest in favour of an heir because 
the heirs have been apportioned their fixed shares and cannot receive more of th< 
estate. However, this will be permitted if the other heirs consent to it. 
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SOME LAWS OF INHERITANCE 

Ruling: A murderer will receive no inheritance from the estate of person 
whom he murdered. 

Ruling: A disbeliever (kdfir) cannot be an heir to a Muslim, neither can a 
Muslim inherit from a disbeliever (kdfir). This has been reported from the Holy 
Prophet ^ j JU>. [Bukliari v.2 p. 100l] 

Lesson: Heirs can be categorised into three groups: 

1. As'habul Faraidh: Their shares have been stipulated in the Qur'an (these 
have already been discussed). 

2. Asabat: They are entitled to whatever remains after the As'habul Faraidh 
have taken their shares, e.g. If daughters and sons survive the deceased, their 
shares will be determined from whatever remains after apportioning the shares 
of the As'habul Faraidh. The Asabat consist of the father, paternal grandfather, 
brothers, paternal uncles and sons of these paternal uncles. These become the 
Asabat in order of their proximity to the deceased. The details of this are 
extensive and can be found in the books of inheritance. After reading this brief 
treatise on the subject, no person should consider himself a Mufti. All rulings in 
this matter should proceed directly from the Muftis themselves. If there are no 
As'habul Faraidh, the Asabat will share the entire estate amongst themselves 
after the bequest and debts have been cleared. 

3. Dhawil Arham: These are the people who will only receive a share in 
the absence of the Asabat. They include the children of daughters and sisters, 
daughters of brothers, and others. The details of these are also immense and can 
only be understood from a teacher who is well versed on the subject. 

Ruling: When there are no Asabat, some part of the estate may be left 
undistributed even after the As'habul Faraidh receive their shares. In this case, 
the remaining wealth will be redistributed amongst the same people (As'habul 
Faraidh). This is termed "radd." Radd will not be given to spouses. 

Ruling: If the deceased had not yet paid his wife her dowry, she will be 
considered to be a creditor. She will first have to be paid the dowry, thereafter 
she will still be entitled to her stipulated share from the estate. Many people are 
guilty of the gross crime of depriving widows of their dowries and their share of 
inheritance. They will have to answer for this injustice on the Day of Judgment. 




(13) These are the limits of Allah. Whosoever obeys Allah and His messenger, 
Allah will enter him into gardens beneath which rivers flow; wherein they shall 
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abide forever. That is the supreme success. (14) Whoever disobeys Allah and His 
messenger and transgresses His limits, Allah shall enter him into a fire wherein 
he shall abide forever. His shall be a disgracing punishment. 

THE ORDER AND TO OBEY ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGER AND 
THE WARNING AGAINST DISOBEYING THEM 

This verse explains that whatever injunctions were mentioned are the limits 
set by Allah. Infringement of these will constitute rebellion against Allah. 
Abiding by them shall earn the pleasure of Allah and His bounties. The obedient 
person shall attain the everlasting abode of bounties, thereby achieving the 
ultimate success. 

Then there are those who do not accept the Din (religion) of Allah and make 
false claims to Islam. They are the ones who mock at the injunctions of the 
Shari'ah, falsify them, and propagate their own culture. Such people shall be 
subjected to the most torturous and debasing forms of punishment in the 
Hereafter and will never be able to escape from it. Even those who are Muslims 
but perpetrate sins will have to suffer temporary punishment. 

Much has already been mentioned regarding the laws of inheritance, but 
still more has been left to be said. The following are some other general laws. 

1. Some people say that if a son dies before his father, the share that the late 
son was to receive from the father's estate should be given to his (the late son's) 
sons. This statement is in conflict with the laws of the Shari'ah. The basis of 
inheritance is kinship: A grandson cannot inherit if his father (the son) is alive. 
As long as a person is alive, none has any right to his property. Since the father 
was still alive when the son died, he could have no claim to inheritance from his 
father. Therefore, his Sons (the grandsons) can also have no claim to what their 
father was supposed to inherit. It is only once a person dies that heirs become 
entitled to their shares in his estate. The grandsons will only be entitled to that 
part of their grandfather's estate which is their legal share as grandsons; that is if 
they are entitled to any shares at all. 

2. It is a grave injustice to deprive daughters and widows of their 
inheritance. 

3. It is common that people continue utilising the property of the deceased 
before distributing it. In this manner the wealth of orphans and children are also 
consumed illegally. Such people are, according to a previous verse, consuming 
the fire of Hell in their bellies. 

4. Unnecessary expenses are incurred on the occasion of burial. Special 
shawls are bought to cover the bier and others for lowering the body into the 
grave. These are then, according to custom, given to the keepers of the 
graveyards or some others. It is not permissible to buy these things from the 
estate of the deceased, especially when some of the heirs are absent or minors. 
Those who accept these things are not permitted to do so since these belong to 
the estate. 

5. It is the practice in certain areas that food is distributed to all the 
participants of the Janazah (funeral service). At times they are all invited to 
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partake of a meal at the residence of the deceased. The cost of these meals is 
borne by the estate of the deceased. This practice is not permissible since the 
estate is now the joint property of all the heirs. Nothing may be taken there from 
without their mutual consent. 

6. Thereafter this joint property is used to fund fabricated practices such as 
ceremonies on the third, tenth and fortieth days following the funeral. While it is 
common knowledge that these ceremonies are sinful innovations (bidah) the sin 
of utilising the wealth of others duplicates the evil. 

7. Another sinful practice is when people are appointed to recite Qur'an on 
behalf of the deceased for 40 days, or they are summoned to his home to do so on 
the fortieth day. These people are then fed as remuneration for their services. The 
expense of their meals is, again, extracted from the now joint property of the 
estate. It should be understood that the person who recites Qur'an due to greed 
for worldly gains will never gain any reward, let alone passing the same on for 
the deceased. 

8. It is customary with certain people that they buy large quantities of grain 
with the wealth of the estate. They then encircle the body of the deceased with 
the grains, where after it is distributed amongst those present. Such practices are 
against the Shari'ah. 




(15) As for those of your women who are guilty of indecent behaviour, call four 
witnesses against them. If they testify against them, then imprison them in their 
homes till death claims them or Allah creates a way for them. (16) The two who 
perpetrate indecency from among you should be punished. If they repent and 
rectify, then let them be. Verily Allah is Most Accepting of repentance, Most 
Merciful. 

INJUNCTIONS ABOUT THOSE GUILTY OF FORNICATION 

The first verse explains that four witnesses need to testify against any 
woman accused of fornication. The Shari'ah demands conclusive proof for this 
accusation because it will cause much disrepute to the woman involved and her 
family. 

All four witnesses in such a case need to be male Muslims. A woman's 
testimony is unacceptable. Although two males or one male and two female 
witnesses are acceptable in other cases, this case demands four men because it is 
a matter of honour and chastity. 
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If four witnesses cannot be found, those making the accusation as well as 
the available witnesses (less than four) will punished for slander. This 
punishment is fixed at 80 lashes according to the fourth verse of Surah Nur (Surah 
24). 

If a woman did commit adultery and four witnesses cannot be foynd, she 
will not be punished but she will be answerable before Allah. She should then 
turn in repentance before Allah and not think that she can continue* to commit 
the same vile sin because she was not apprehended on the first occasion. Allah is 
Ever Aware of every action and will punish a person accordingly. 

If the adulteress is a married woman, her punishment will be Stoning 
(Rajam). This means that she will be stoned to death. If she is not married, then 
she will be given a hundred lashes. This punishment is enjoined -by the Shari'ah 
in Surah Nur (verse 2). Before this punishment was stipulated, she was required to 
be under house arrest since emergence from the home leads people to such lewd 
actions. This initial order is mentioned in the above verse where Allah declares, 
imprison Ikem in their homes till death claims them... 

In his explanation of the words, 'Or Allah creates a way for them," Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Mas'ud <up i»i stated, "Rajam (stoning) is for the married and the 
lashes are for the virgins (unmarried)" i.e. after the initial punishment of 
permanent house arrest, Allah created a way out for such women by stipulating 
(stoning) Rajam and lashing. This punishment will apply to males and females, 
the details of which will, Insha Allah, be mentioned in the discussion of Surah 
Nur. 

"The two who perpetrate indecency from among you should be punished." This 
verse does not stipulate the precise punishment and may also include verbal 
abuse. Determination of the punishment was left to the judge, but with the 
revelation of the verse of Surah Nur, Allah Himself stipulated it. 

Allah then says, "If they repent and rectify, then lei them be. Verily Allah is Most 
Accepting of repentance, Most Merciful. " 

THE PUNISHMENT FOR THOSE WHO SATISFY THEIR PASSIONS 
UNNATURALLY 

"The two who perpetrate indecency from among you should be punished." With 
regard to this verse, certain commentators say that reference could be made to 
those who fulfill their carnal passions unnaturally since the context used usually 
refers to two women. (The verse will, therefore refer to those who engage in 
homosexuality and lesbianism). 

The Holy Prophet ^ j *ip i»» mentioned that both parties found guilty of 
such a depraved crime should be put to death [Mishkat p.312\. With regard to the 
method fh which these people are to be executed, Sayyidina Abu Bakr ^ ifct ^ Jf 
after consulting with Sayyidina Ali and other Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ ^ j, 
ruled that th£y be burnt. 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up &\ ruled that they be thrown headlong from the 
highest summit. [Ibn Abi Shayba] 
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Imam Shaft' i -Up &\ ^ is of the opinion that they be given the same 
punishment as adulterers, while Imam Abu Hanifa ^ &\ has not stipulated 
any specific punishment. For the first offence, the Judge may stipulate some form 
of corporal punishment, and the second time they will be put to death. [Shdmi] 

(17) Allah is only obliged to accept the repentance of those who perpetrate evil 
due to ignorance, then forthwith repent. These are the ones whom Allah 
pardons. Allah is All Knowing, The Wise. (18) Forgiveness is not for those who 
commit evil deeds and then, when death presents itself before any of them, they 
say, 'Now I repent!' Nor is it for those who die as disbelievers. We have 
prepared for such people an agonising chastisement. 

THE NECESSITY FOR REPENTANCE (TAUBAH) AND ITS METHOD 

In the first verse, Allah declares that He shall forgive those who turn in 
repentance to Him if they had perpetrated sins out of ignorance. If their 
repentance is sincere, Allah will most surely accept it from them. While minor 
sins may be atoned for by carrying out good deeds, major sins require sincere 
repentance (Taubah) for them to be pardoned. Frequently committing minor sins 
causes them to become major sins. 

So called minor sins must also not be treated lightly since they also translate 
into rebellion against the Creator and Cherisher, Allah. They will also earn their 
perpetrator punishment in the Hereafter. Whenever a person sins, he should 
repent to Allah, irrespective of the sin itself . Allah refers to this when He says 
that these people 'forthwith repent." 

THE REALITY OF REPENTANCE (TAUBAH) 

Contrary to the belief of those who consider it sufficient to merely say the 
words, "Taubah! Taubah!", true Taubah has three preconditions. 

The first is that the person should really feel remorseful and regret that he 
ever disobeyed his Creator, Allah. The second is that he makes a firm resolution 
not to commit the sin again. The third is that he amend any rights he may have 
impaired, be they the rights of Allah or of a fellow human. Examples of the rights 
of Allah are if he did not pay Zakah, did not perform the obligatory Hajj, and 
other obligation (Fardh) and compulsory (Wqjib) acts that he did not fulfill. He 
will now have to compensate for these by carrying them out. 

The person will now have to pay the Zakah of all the past years/perform 
Hajj, all Lapse (Qadha) Salah and fasts, etc. In the same way, he will have to pay 
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back to people whatever rights he may have usurped. He will have to repay 
whatever monies he may have misappropriated or stolen. So too will he have to 
compensate those whom he may have cheated by under- weighing or under- 
measuring in trade. If "they are unable to repay they will have to seek pardon 
from their creditors and have their debts written off. 

In a like manner, they will also have to seek pardon from those whom they 
may have slandered, sworn at or gossiped about. Irrespective of what harm one 
may have caused to another, one must seek pardon for it and never consider any 
hurt to be minor. One should brush aside the temporary humility of asking for 
pardon since this is much lighter than the disgrace of the Hereafter. 

In brief, it should be understood that without the above-mentioned three 
conditions, repentance (Taubah) will not be accepted from a person. It is indeed 
tragic that most people today repent only verbally without any feeling of 
repentance in their hearts. It seems like the heart does not even know that the 
tongue is engaged in repentance (Taubah). It was to such repentance that 
Sayyidah Rabiya Basriyya 4-1* At referred to when she said, "Our repentance 
requires repentance!" 

Lesson: "...perpetrate evil due to ignorance..." The term "ignorance" in this 
verse refers to stupidity and foolishness. The person who sins is foolish enough 
to cast himself into the wrath and subsequent chastisement of Allah. His 
stupidity entices him to barter the momentary pleasure of this world for the 
severe unending tortures of the Hereafter. 

This interpretation has been reported from the Companions (Sahaba) iw» 
rf*. Therefore no one should think that the person who intentionally commits a 
sin (knowing that it is a sin) will not be forgiven by Allah. All sins, whether 
committed intentionally, erringly, forgetfully or mistakenly, will be forgiven by 
Allah as long as the necessary three conditions are fulfilled. 

REPENTANCE (TAUBAH) NOT ACCEPTED AT THE TIME OF 
DEATH 

Taubah is not accepted from those people who continue to commit sins till 
they finally reach their dying moments. Neither is it accepted from those who die 
as disbelievers (kuffar). 

When death presents itself before a person, he witnesses the realm of the 
unseen world. At that moment, his repentance will never be accepted. The Holy 
Prophet jJL- j <uU iui JL* said, "Verily Allah accepts the repentance of his slave as 
long as he is not in the throes of death" [Ahmad]. This occurs when the soul is 
about to be removed. 

At this time, when the person can see the angels and feel the pangs of 
death grip hold of him, neither the repentance (Taubah) of a Muslim nor that of 
a disbeliever are accepted. At this point, the Belief of a disbeliever is also not 
accepted since Belief (Iman) of the unseen is required of a person. Once the 
domain of the unseen becomes visible to the dying person, the unseen will now 
be considered to be 'seen.' Belief (Iman) on something that is 'seen' is not 
adequate. 
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Allah accepts the repentance (Taubah) and Belief (Iman) of people at any 
time before they reach the throes of death. The repentance (Taubah) should be 
sincere and, should the person sin after repenting, he should not hesitate to 
repent again, for Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. 



(19) O you who believe, it is not permissible for you to forcibly inherit women. 
Do not restrain them with the intent of taking back some of that which you gave 
them; except if they perpetrated flagrant immorality. Live with them in kindness 
and if you dislike them, then perchance you dislike something wherein Allah 
has placed abundant good. 



PROHIBITION AGAINST FORCEFULLY INHERITING THE 
WEALTH AND PERSONS OF WIDOWS 



During the period of ignorance, women were oppressed ,in their persons 
and in their wealth. When they lost their husbands, women were treated as part 
of the inheritance. The heirs would do with them as they pleased, marrying them 
off to whomsoever they fancied. This was a form of trade and the woman had no 
say in the matter. The dowry would be considered to be the price paid for the 
woman and some of them would even sell these women as slaves. 

The heirs would seize her wealth and she would not receive any part of the 
inheritance. If she refused to part with her wealth, they would not permit her to 
leave the home, so that she may wither and die there, or surrender the wealth to 
them. (This is practiced by some communities even today). 

Wives are sometimes compelled to part with their wealth when husbands 
torment and abuse them till they are forced to give in to their requests. The wives 
then offer to give up all their wealth and forego the dowry owed to them in 
exchange for a divorce. The verse warns all believing men to abstain from such 
oppression. 

The only instance when her wealth may be accepted as compensation is 
when she has "perpetrated flagrant immorality." According to certain 
commentators, this refers to the wife's impudent and insolent behaviour. In this 
case, it will be perfectly permissible for the husband to accept an amount 
equivalent to her dowry as "Khula" . 

Other Scholars (Ulama) state that if the wife is guilty of fornication, the 
husband may accept the dowry back and issue a divorce. This injunction applied 
during the initial stages of Islam, but since the verses stipulating the punishment 
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for adultery were revealed, the command to reclaim the dowry was abrogated. 

THE COMMAND TO LIVE WITH THE WIFE IN KINDNESS 

"Live with them in kindness.." This verse enjoins treating wives kindly and 
providing for them the necessary meals arid clothing. The verse continues to 
instruct that should a person, "dislike them (for some reason), then (you should 
exercise tolerance and think that) perchance you dislike something wherein Allah has 
placed abundant good. " 

It may occur that a woman may not be very attractive, but she is extremely 
dutiful and entertaining. In addition to this she may also be very protective of 
her husband's property, efficient in her housework, caring towards the children 
and pious. These are truly notable traits that far supersede superficial beauty. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah &\ -^j narrates that the Holy Prophet <M &\ 
jJL-j said, "No believing man should dislike a believing woman. If he dislikes a 
certain quality in her, he should be pleased with another." [Muslim v.l p.475] 

Sayyidah Ayshah if* ifo reports that the Holy Prophet ^JL- 5 &\ JUsaid, 
"One of those whose Belief (Iman) is the most complete is he whose behaviour is 
best towards his wife and who is most compassionate." [Mishkat p.282] 

Sayyidah Ayshah if* ibi also narrates that the Holy Prophet ^JL- j aJLp ju 
said, "The best of you is he who is the best towards his wife, and I am the best 
towards my wives." [Mishkat pg.281] 

In reality, a person should strive to maintain cordial relations with every 
person and not cause them the slightest harm. Good relationships can only last if 
either party is prepared to persevere and endure whatever hardships the other 
may present. 




(20) If you intend to change one wife for another when you have given one of 
them a large treasure, then do not take anything there from. Would you take it 
by perpetrating slander and a great sin? (21) How can you take it when each of 
you have had gone to the other and they have taken a resolute undertaking from 
you? 

PROHIBITION FROM TAKING BACK ANYTHING THAT WAS 
GIVEN TO THE WIVES 

This verse instructs that a person cannot take back anything that he had 
given his wife when he divorces her with the intention to remarry. Neither can 
he claim the dowry back, nor any other thing that he may have given to her as a % 
gift 
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It is in total contrast to Islamic behaviour that a person take back what he 
had given, especially when the couple have lived together for a long period of 
time and she is not at fault for the separation. On such occasions, the woman is 
reluctant to part with her wealth, so the husband fabricates tales to coerce her to 
hand over the wealth, or merely forces her to do so. This is clear injustice and 
Allah warns against such behaviour by saying, 'Would you take it by perpetrating 
slander and a great sin?" 

Thereafter Allah continues to reprimand saying, "How can you take it when 
each of you have had gone to other 1 "(when you two had engaged in explicit 
relationships with each other). The woman had handed herself over to her 
husband and is entitled to receive the dowry in confirmation of this deal. When 
she had played her part, then how can the man now reclaim his part (dowry)? 

Besides this "they (the women) have taken a resolute undertaking from you?" 
(that you will pay the dowry you had stipulated). To contravene this pledge is 
indeed disgraceful, both from a logical and religious viewpoint. 

In brief, it will be unjust for the husband to reclaim the dowry when he 
promised it to her at marriage and after the couple have lived together intimately 
for some time. 

(22) Do not marry those women to whom your fathers were married, except that 
which has passed. Undoubtedly this is lewd, abominable and an evil path. 

THE PROHIBITION AGAINST MARRYING STEPMOTHERS 

"Asbabun Nuzul" (p.141) reports that this verse was revealed when certain 
people wanted to marry the former wives of their fathers. Some of those 
mentioned were Sayyidina Hasan bin Abi Qais ifo Sayyidina Aswad bin 
Khalaf &\ and Sayyidina Safwan bin Umayyah ^ ibv ^ Jm 

It is narrated that when the son of Abu Qais proposed for his stepmother's 
hand in marriage she exclaimed, "I consider you to be like a son to me. How can 
I marry you? I shall have to refer the matter to the Holy Prophet (JL.j ^ & J*>" 
Consequently she did and Allah revealed the above verse in reply to her query. 

During the period of ignorance people used to marry their stepmothers, and 
certain similar incidents are reported during the early years of Islam as well. 
However, this was banned forever by the revelation of the above verse. It is 
evident from this that the mere marriage of a couple (whether the marriage is 
consummated or not) will irrevocably ban marriage of any of the husband's sons 
to the wife. 

Sayyidina Bara bin Azib &\ narrates that he once saw his maternal 
uncle, Abu Burda -up &\ with a flag in hand. He asked his uncle where he was 
going. The reply was that he was instructed by the Holy Prophet jJL.j ifo J** to 
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behead a particular person who married his stepmother. [Mishkatp.274] 




(23) Forbidden for you are your mothers, daughters, sisters, father's sisters, 
mother's sisters, brother's daughters, sister's daughters, mothers who suckled 
you, suckling sisters, mothers-in-law and those step-daughters in your care 
whose mothers you have cohabited with. If you have not cohabited with them, 
then there is no sin on you (should you marry their daughters). (And forbidden 
are) The wives of your sons who were born of you, and that you join two sisters 
(in marriage), except what has passed. Without doubt Allah is Most Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 

THE DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THOSE WOMEN THAT ARE 
FORBIDDEN TO MARRY 

This verse enumerates the "muharramat" i.e. those women to whom a 
person may not be married. Some of these women are forbidden forever and 
may never be married, wnile others are only forbidden because of a reason, 
which, if removed, shall justify the marriage. An example of the latter group is 
that woman who is married. As long as she is in wedlock, another man cannot 
marry her. If her husband dies or divorces her, she may be remarried after the 
expiry of her Iddah. 

Similarly, as long as a woman is married to a man, the wife's sister cannot 
be married to him. He can marry the sister only if he divorces the wife or the 
wife dies. 

"MUHARRAMAT ABADIYYAH" 

These are those women to whom a person can never be married. They are of 
three categories: 

1. Muharramat Nasabiyyah i.e. those forbidden to a person due to 
their close relationship with him. 

2. Muharramat Rada'iyy ah i.e. those forbidden on account of suckling. 
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3. Muharramat bil Musaharah i.e. those forbidden due to marriage 
ties. 

"MUHARRAMAT NASABIYYAH" 

These are as follows: 

"your mothers" — The broad context of the inference includes not only a 
person's mother, but also his mother's mother, her mother, and all the ascending 
mothers jn the lineage. 

"daughters" - This refers not only to one's own daughters, but the 
daughters of one's children, their daughters and So forth. 

"sisters" — Whether they be real (same mother and father), consanguine 
(same father but different mothers) or uterine (same mother but different 
fathers). 

"father's sisters" - Whether they be real, consanguine or uterine sisters. 

"mother's sisters" Again all types of sisters are included. 

"brother's daughters" - Here too all types of brothers and step-brothers are 
referred to. 

"sister's daughters" - Also all types of sisters. .. 

"MUHARRAMAT RADATYYiAH" , 

The verse then continues to mention these Muharram&t. They are: "mothers 
who suckled you" and "suckling sisters" i.e. those women who were suckled by the 
same foster mother. 

The Qur'an suffices with the mention of just two of a person's foster 
relatives. The Holy Prophet pJL-j & JU explained a blanket rule when he 
indicated that those women who are forbidden in terms of kin ship will also be 
forbidden in terms of suckling. [Bukhari p.764, Muslim p.467] 

Sayyidah Ayshah if* &\ reports that after the verses of Hijab (seclusion 
for women) were revealed, her foster uncle requested permission to enter her 
quarters. She refused saying that she will first have to consult with the Holy 
Prophet jJL-j &s "JL* regarding the matter. When she asked the Holy Prophet 

a* &\ ju, he said, "He is your foster uncle. You may permit him to enter." 
She enquired, "But a woman suckled me, not a man!" The Prophet ^JL- j Up ibi ^ 
reiterated, "He is your foster uncle and may enter your home." [Bukhari p.7641788 
and Muslim v.l pA67] 

The author of "Hidaya" writes that when a woman suckles a girl, the 
woman's husband, fathers, sons and grandsons become forbidden to the girl. The 
husband due to whom the wet nurse receives the milk in her breasts will be 
considered to be the sucklkig girl's father. 

If a boy ancf girl both suckled from the same woman, the two will be 
considered to be brother and sister. They will, therefore, not be able to marry 
each other. In a similar manner, the sisters and sisters in law of a woman will be 
forbidden for the boy whom she suckled because they become his maternal and 
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paternal aunts respectively. Similarly the wife of the suckled boy cannot be 
married to the foster mother's husband. 

Ruling: The laws whereby marriage becomes forbidden will apply even if a 
single drop x of milk once ^r\tered the throat of a child. 

Ruling: All the jurists are unanimous that these laws will apply when the 
child is suckled before turning two (according to the lunar calendar). However, 
caution will demand that the period be regarded as two and a half years since 
this is the opinion of Imam Abu Hanifa aJLp &\ <^ Jm 

Ruling: For these laws to apply, it is necessary that two men or two women 
and one man testify that a certain woman suckled a certain child. However, 
caution demands that the testimony of even one woman be accepted if she claims 
to have suckled the child. 

Ruling: These laws will apply even if milk was extracted from the breasts of 
a dead woman and fed to a child. 

Ruling: If by some freak occurrence, milk is drawn from the breasts of a 
man and this is fed to a child, the above laws will not be applicable. 

Much is still left unsaid and may be referred to in the detailed books of 
Islamic jurisprudence. 

"MUHARRAMAT BIL MUSAHARAH" 

The verse continues to mention: 

"mothers in law" - This prohibition will apply whether the marriage was 
consummated or not. 

"those step-daughters iri your care whose mothers you have cohabited with. If you 
have not cohabited with them, then there is no sin on you (should you marry their 
daughters)." It should be noted that these step-daughters will be forbidden in 
marriage to their step-father (who consummated his marriage to their mother) 
even though they are in the care of someone else. 

"The wives of your sons who were born of you" - This will apply irrespective of 
whether the son consummated the marriage or not. 

Ruling: It is also forbidden for a person to marry the wives of his 
grandsons. 

Ruling: Marriage to the wives of one's foster sons is also forbidden. 

Ruling: Marriage to a person's adopted son will be permissible once her 
Iddah (the probationary period for divorced women and widows) has expired. 
Commentators mention that this is the reason for the clause "who were born of 
you." When the Holy Prophet &\ married the divorced wife of his 

adopted son, Sayyidina Zaid bin Haritha & ^ Jf his enemies criticised him. On 
that occasion revealed the following verse, "When Zaid completed his need from her 
We married her to you so that there be no restriction upon the believers with regard to 
(marriage to) the wives of their adopted sons when they have completed their needs from 
them. " [Surah Ahzab, verse 37] 
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Lesson: Just as an adopted child is not considered to be a real child, so too 
will the case be with adoptive parents, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, etc. none 
of these will be considered to be real. Therefore, the laws forbidding marriage 
will not apply unless some other restraining factors exist. 

THE PROHIBITION AGAINST MARRYING TWO SISTERS AT THE 
SAME TIME 

"and that you join two sisters, except what has passed." A person may only 
marry his wife's sister after his wife dies or she completes her Iddah after he 
divorces her. 

Lesson: Just as two sisters may not be married to the same man at the same 
time, an aunt and niece may also not be wedded at the same time to the same 
man. Sayyidina Abu Hurairah iui narrates that the Holy Prophet Up &\ 
(J- j prohibited the marriage of a woman together with her paternal aunt, and a 
paternal aunt together with her brother's daughter. In the same way, he 
prohibited the marriage of a woman and her maternal aunt to the same man at 
once as he did prohibit a maternal aunt being married to the husband of her 
sister's daughter. [Mishkdt p.274 and Bukhari v.2 p.766] 

Lesson: Jurists maintain that it is not permissible to marry two such women 
at the same time who, if either was assumed to be a man, then marriage between 
the two will not be permissible. 

Allah then states, "Without doubt Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful" 
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PART FIVE 



(24) (Forbidden to you in marriage are) Married women except those whom you 
own. Allah has ordained these injunctions upon you. Lawful for you are all 
women besides these, that you seek with your wealth in chastity, not lechery. 
Those from whom you seek to derive benefit, give them their specified dowry. 
There is no sin on you should you agree on something else after the specified 
amount. Verily Allah is All Knowing, The Wise. 



PROHIBITION AGAINST MARRYING A WOMAN WHO IS 
MARRIED TO SOMEONE ELSE 



A married woman can be married to another man only when her husband 
dies or divorces her and then she completes her iddah. Even if her current 
marriage was not consummated, she still cannot be wed to another until released 
from her present husband. 

The only exception is when Muslims capture disbelievers (kuffar) women 
during a Jihad (religion war). In this case, the Leader of the believers (Amirul 
Mu'minin) may distribute these women among the Muslim soldiers. When each 
person takes possession of his slave girl, it will be lawful for him to cohabit with 
her even though she was married in her country. The law is that as soon as she 
leaves the boundaries of her native disbeliever (kafir) country ("Darul Harb") and 
enters the Muslim country ("Darul Islam"), her marriage terminates. She will then 
be lawful for whichever Muslim soldier she is given to by the leader of the 
believers (Amirul Mu'minin). This is what the verse refers to when it states, 
''except those whom you own." [Muslim p.470] 

"Lawful for you are all women besides these '(that have been mentioned thusfar)..." 
Those whom a person may lawfully marry include all his cousins as well as the 
wives of his maternal and paternal uncles after they have passed their Iddahs 
after being divorced or widowed. This is only permissible on condition that no 
other relationship of Muharramat exists between the man and woman: 
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The general connotation of the verse may include many more women, but 
some not mentioned in the verse are still forbidden. Much has already been 
discussed and the balance may be referred to in the detailed books of 
jurisprudence. 

SEEKING WIVES BY PAYING DOWER 

". that you seek with your wealth/' This verse underlines the importance of 

the dowry. Even though the couple agree not to settle for a dowry, it will still be 
binding upon the husband, the minimum of which (according to Imam Abu 
Hanifa 4p &\ ju^,, is ten Dirhams. If no dowry was stipulated at the time of 
contracting the marriage, it will still have to be paid later on. This was discussed 
in Surah Baqarah. 

CHASTITY AND PURITY ARE DESIRED IN MARRIAGE 

" in chastity, not lechery." This indicates that the objective of marriage 

should not merely be sexual gratification, but it should be contracted with a view 
to protect one's chastity and honour. Together with this, a Muslim should also 
intend to procreate and to safeguard his gaze. 

Although money may also be spent in fornication, the objective of this vile 
deed is merely sexual gratification. In the process, chastity and honour are 
sacrificed at the altar of mere physical satisfaction. The objective of fornication is 
never to reproduce, and should a child be born, he will never be legitimate. The 
illegitimate child is frowned upon by every nation and it is for this reason that 
adultery is forbidden by all Dins (religions). 

THE PROHIBITION Of "MUT' AH" 

The above verse also alludes to the prohibition of the shameless action 
called "Muf ah", which is practiced by certain deviant sects. This is an act 
whereby a couple cohabit merely to gratify their sexual pleasures, without the 
intent to preserve their chastity, nor to procreate. 

The prohibition of this act is mentioned clearly in the opening verses of 
Surah Mu'minin. Allah says, "Those people who safeguard their sexual organs save 
unto their wives and slave girls. So indeed there is no blame on them. Whosoever 
transgresses beyond these, then such ones are surely transgressors" [Surah 23, verses 5,6 & 
7]. This verse makes it evident that a person may cohabit only with his wives or 
his slave girls. Those who perpetrate Mut'ah neither regard their partners as 
wives, nor do they grant them a share in inheritance. These women can therefore 
never be lawful for them. 

THE INSTRUCTION TO PAY THE MAHR (DOWER) 

"Those from whom you seek to derive benefit, give them their specified dowry." 
This verse emphasises the importance of paying the dower (Mahr). According to 
the relevant verses in Surah Baqarah, a person is required to pay the full dower 
(Mahr) initially agreed upon before the marriage was consummated. If it was not 
consummated, then he will only have to pay half. Those people should take heed 
of this verse who live with their wives for years without bothering to pay her the 



Surah An-Nisa 4: 25 



531 



Anwar-ul-Bayan {v. 1) 



dower (Mahr). 

"There is no sin on you should you agree on something else after the specified 
amount." It is perfectly permissible for the couple to alter their initial agreement 
e.g. if the wife decides to waive the dower (Mahr) completely, or a part thereof. 
Similarly it will be permissible for the husband to increase the dower (Mahr), and 
the wife also reserves the right to allow the dower (Mahr) to be paid off on terms 
instead of cash. 

"Verily Allah is All Knowing, The Wise." He ordains the various injunctions 
according to His supreme knowledge of the conditions and temperaments of 
people. All His orders are full of wisdom and those who carry them out shall 
benefit, whereas those who do not shall be punished according to His divine 
wisdom. 




(25) Those of you who do not have the means to marry a free believing woman 
should marry from one of your believing slave girls. Allah knows best the 
condition of your Belief (Iman). Each of you is equal to the next. So marry (these 
slave girls) with the permission of their masters and give them their dowries in a 
kind manner (and these women should) be chaste, not adulteresses or such that 
they foster secretive relationships. Once they enter into marriage and then 
perpetrate lewdness, they should be given half the punishment applicable to 
free women. This is for those of you from whom you fear adultery. It is best for 
you to be patient and Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful 

PERMISSION TO MARRY SLAVE GIRLS 

A person may cohabit with his slave girl but may not be married to her. 
There is no necessity for this since he may legally cohabit with her, and the 
children born to them will be considered to be legitimate. It is, however, possible 
that the slave girl may be married to another Muslim person with the consent of 
her master. The. dowry will then become the property of the master. This is 
discussed in the above verse. 

According to Imam Shafi'i aJLp h *^ Jf the person who is capable of marrying 
a free woman cannot marry a slave. Imam Abu Hanifa 4* & is of the opinion 
that a person may marry a slave despite his ability to marry a free woman. The 
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only precondition is that she be Muslim or from the people of the Book. 
However, to do so is considered to be reprehensible (Makruh). [Bahrur Ra'iq v.3 p. 
112] 

It should, be borne in mind that the purpose of Nikah (marriage) is the 
protection of one's chastity and reproduction. This pivotal aspect of marriage 
demands that the parents pay attention to the upbringing of their children. The 
children normally learn the language of their mothers (this is why the home 
language is referred to as the 'mother tongue') and acquire the traits and habits 
taught by their mothers. Their Din (religion), beliefs, etiquette, character, morals 
and all basic education ^re learnt from their mothers. It is for this reason that a 
person should be particular when choosing a wife. She should be a person of 
high and noble morality, piety and cleanliness. 

If a man is unable to support a free woman or unable to afford her dowry 
(Mahr), he has the option to marry a slave woman. Then too he should ensure 
that she is a Muslim of upright and righteous conduct. 

"Allah knows best the condition of your Belief (Iman). Each of you is equal to the 
next." It may occur that a slave woman is stronger in her belief than a free 
woman. The fact that she is a slave should not deter a person from marrying her 
since she will make a good wife. He should, therefore, proceed to "marry them 
with the permission of their masters and give them their dowries in a kind manner." 
Every human is the child of Sayyidina Adam aJLp and if a man marries a 
slave he has married none other than a member of his own species. 

" (and these slave women should) be chaste, not adulteresses or such that they 

foster secretive relationships." A person should marry only a chaste woman, be she 
a free woman or a slave. This verse especially makes reference to slaves in this 
regard since they are more susceptible to sinning due to the fact that the nature 
of their work demands that they leave their homes. 

"Once they enter into marriage and then perpetrate lewdness (adultery), they 
should be given half the punishment applicable to free women." This refers to the 
punishment given to unmarried free women who would normally receive a 
hundred lashes. The slave woman will, therefore, receive fifty lashes only. 

It is obvious that the reference could not be to the punishment of a married 
free person since their punishment is death by stoning. This penalty cannot 
possibly be halved. The penalty for a slave (man or woman) will be fifty iashes 
irrespective of their marital status. The details of this will, Insha Allah, be 
discussed at length in Surah Nur. 

"This is for those of you from whom you fear adultery. It is best for you to be 
patient and Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful." This verse means that marriage 
to slave women is for those men who cannot afford to marry a free woman and 
who fear that they may perpetrate fornication if they do not marry. It will be 
best, though, if he remains patient and controls his desires. 
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(26) Allah wishes to explain to you, guide you to the practices of those before 
you, and forgive you. Allah is All Knowing, The Wise. (27) Allah wishes to 
forgive you and those who follow their desires only wish that you fall into gross 
deviation. (28) Allah wishes to unburden you, and man has been created weak. 

WHILE ALLAH WISHES TO ACCEPT YOUR REPENTANCE WHILST 
THOSE WHO FOLLOW THEIR DESIRES, WISH TO DERAIL YOU 
FROM THE TRUTH 

The first verse explains that the injunctions commanded by Allah are for 
man's benefit. Allah also explained the practices of previous nations so that it be 
understood that they were also required to carry out His injunctions, which they 
fulfilled. 

"Allah wishes to forgive you (therefore, seek forgiveness from Him) and those who 
follow their desires, wish that you fall into gross deviation." These people have no 
concern for shame and chastity so they indulge in all forms of lewd acts, wishing 
that the Muslim also will follow them in their ways. They detest that the Muslim 
adheres to modesty and sober behaviour without losing sight of Allah's 
injunctions. They desire that all become slaves of their passions instead. The 
Muslim should hold fast to his Din (religion) so that these people do not deter 
him from the truth. They should guard against those who aim to plunge them 
into the abyss of immorality by using novels, TV, films and video. 

THE WEAKNESS OF MAN HAS BEEN GRANTED 
CONSIDERATION IN DIVINE LEGISLATURE 

"Allah wishes to unburden you (make your task easier), and man has been created 
weak" Allah is Aware of man's inherent weakness and has passed such laws that 
are within the ambit of his capability. 

Allah has not only permitted marriage but instructed it. Then too, man is 
allowed up to four wives. Dower (Mahr) has been ordained so that the woman is 
also accorded some status. Man is also permitted to derive benefit from slave 
women, be he married to them or not. Allah allows these and other concessions 
because of man's weakness. 

At the same time, man was also not left totally free. Certain restrictions 
govern his life. While he may derive* benefit from women, he may do so only 
within wedlock, abiding by certain injunctions. If these were not observed, man 
would be no better than an animal, and he would lose his status as the best of 
creation. Such has become the despicable lot of those who chose not to abide by 
the laws of Shari'ah (Islamic Laws). 
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THE WAYS OF THOSE WHO INDULGE IN THEIR PASSIONS 

Such people shy away from being human beings and have wandered into 
the depths of bestiality. The flood of immorality, promiscuity and depravity that 
has invaded Europe and America has left people of all social echelons 
floundering in its wake. It is common with occidental systems of legislation that 
they pass a law on trial. When it is noticed that people cannot abide, these laws 
are amended. 

Although rape is outlawed in their constitutions, adultery and fornication 
are allowed without restraint. Now they have also permitted homosexuality and 
lesbianism and even their religious and social leaders indulge in these 
obscenities. They fit perfectly in the following declaration of Allah, "As for the 

disbelievers, they enjoy themselves and eat like the animals eat. The Fire shall be their 
abode." [Surah Muhammad, verse 12] 

Today even the Muslim countries perpetrate the evils learned from their 
disbelievers (kuffar) tutors. Not only do Muslims commit these indecencies, but 
they have formed organisations to promote the abolition of marriage (Nikah). 
Magazines are published weekly and monthly promoting immodesty and by 
displaying pictures of naked men and women. These publications incite the 
passions, inducing people to fornicate. 

previously, romantic films were screened only in cinemas. Then 
pornographic scenes were gradually introduced until today the most licentious 
scenes are flagrantly shown. Now the same promiscuous programmed are 
common in every home after the introduction of Tv's and videos. The old and 
the young have all been subjected to this indecency, and matters have 
deteriorated to such an extent that parents watch these scenes with their children 
and even encourage it. 

There is no difference between the movies produced in 'Islamic' countries 
and those produced elsewhere. People who appear to be religious do not prevent 
their children from purchasing these devices of sin that are so commonly 
available. The minds of people have become inundated with scenes of nudity 
and immorality. People still adhering to their staunch religious roots cannot hope 
to influence the new generation who refuse to listen to the Qur'an and Hadith. 
People have been swept to such an ebb that a colossal effort will have to made to 
turn the tide. 

In times, gone by a person who committed adultery was scorned by society 
and would never make his actions known. Nowadays chastity is frowned upon 
and fornication receives favourable publicity. 

CHASTE BEHAVIOUR AND MODESTY WERE THE HALLMARKS 
OF THE PROPHET P *Ji Up 

Every prophet f*>LJt Up taught morality and chaste behaviour to his nation. 
Sayyidina Abu Ayub Ansari <up &\ reports that the Holy Prophet jJL- j.Up &\ J^> 
said, "Four traits were common in all the Prophet (}LJt viz. (1) Modesty, (2) 
Applying perfume, (3) Brushing the teeth with the Miswak and (4) Nikah/' 
[Tirmidhi] 
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The Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ibi JU> is reported to have said, "Every Din 
(religion) has a unique character. That of Islam is modesty." [Mishkdt p. 432] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar ^ it narrates that the Holy Prophet 
pjLwj Up ifci said, "Modesty and Belief (Imdn) are one and the same thing. If either of 
the two is removed, the other will not exist." [Ibid] 

The truth of the aboyfe statement is evident. Those nations that do not 
possess modesty do not have Belief (Imdn), and the Belief (Imdn) of those 
Muslims who are losing their modesty is also dwindling. Many Muslims who 
live in Western countries are being robbed of their Belief (Imdn) and soon their 
progeny will be totally bereft of any sign of Belief (Imdn). 

The first restriction Islam placed in this regard was the guarding of one's 
gaze. Women are commanded to remain within their homes and, if they need to 
emerge, they must conceal themselves in the veil (Hijab) and must not apply 
perfume. The Holy Prophet ^aJp^ jl* mentioned that a woman is an object 
that needs to be concealed. He said that when she emerges from her home, Satan 
(Shaytdn) diverts everyone's gazes towards her. [Mishkdt p.269] 

It is indeed sad that many people claim to be Muslims yet follow the 
immodest lifestyles of Islam's enemies. The schemes of the enemies are still in 
motion to further deviate the Muslims and rob them of every fiber of shame. 
What kind of a Muslim will not take heed of Allah' s warning when He exclaims, 

"those who follow their desires wish that you fall into gross deviation?" 

;S % ^llTi fS^z fitf £x (iU. 

5l^=>j lllij US N jji d&i Jlijf j^j ll^j 

(29) O you who believe, do not unjustly consume the wealth of each other except 
if it be by way of trade transacted with mutual consent. Do not kill yourselves. 
Indeed Allah is Most Merciful to you. (30) Whosoever will do this out of enmity 
and injustice, We shall soon enter him into the Fire. This is all too easy for 
Allah. 

PROHIBITION AGAINST CONSUMING WEALTH ILLEGALLY 
AND THE PRINCIPLES OF TRADE 

The author of "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l pA17) writes that the unjust 
consuming of wealth referred to in this verse denotes practices such as dealing in 
usury, gambling, robbery, stealing, misappropriation of trusts, and all those 
methods forbidden by the Shari'ah. 

Other commentators interpret it to mean all those forms of business 
transactions that are invalid in the Shari'ah. 
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The only exception by which the wealth of another is lawful is "if it be by 
way of trade transacted with mutual consent/' The condition stipulated in this verse 
is that both the transacting parties must be satisfied with the transaction. Neither 
must be forced into the deal. 

It is unlawful (Haram) to take someone's property without his or her 
permission. If the seller is forced to agree on a certain price or forced to sell when 
he is not willing to, then this will also be Unlawful (Haram). 

TRANSACTIONS THAT ARE NOT PERMITTED 

The following are not permitted: 

=> To transact in swine, liquor and carrion. 
=> To give or take a bribe. 

=> To sell something that does not belong to one. 

=> To sell a bird that is still flying in the air, or a fish that has not 
yet been caught. 

To lie to the customer that he is being sold an item at cost price 
when it is really not so. 

Rentals of properties are also considered to be transactions and 
have to be transacted with mutual consent. ' Some people 
perpetrate the sin of forcibly occupying an empty hoiise and then 
forcing the owner to rent it to them. If he agrees, they then take 
the liberty to fix the rent even though the owner is unhappy. 
Such practices are Haram. 

=> Certain countries have a law whereby the landlord can neither 
evict their tenants, nor raise the rental. It is not permissible for 
a Muslim to practise this unjust law since it is detrimental to 
the landlord? 

z=> Some people sell a commodity at a reduced price and then write 
out a receipt to the effect that it was sold at a higher price. This 
receipt is then shown to another person who is told that he can 
purchase it at cost. He then pays the inflated price for the item 
thinking that he had bought it at cost. This is cheating and 
abolished by the Shariah. 

"Do not kill yourselves." Some commentators have interpreted this verse to 
mean that a person should not destroy himself by consuming Unlawful (Haram) 
wealth. Such practices will lead only towards destruction in the Hereafter. 

Others are of the opinion that it means that people should not kill each 
other. Still another group maintains that it refers to suicide. The broad context of 
the vef se accommodates all of these interpretations. ["Ma'alimut Tanzil" p.418] 

It is indeed unfortunate that in these times murder is extremely rife. 
Muslims kill one another because of trivial reasons. The enemies of Islam are 
always instigating them to fight each other, and the process seems never ending. 
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The warnings sounded by Allah against murder will, Insha Allah, be 
discussed in the verse of Surah Nisa where Allah says, "Whoever murders a 
believer intentionally../' [Surah 4, verse 93] 

THE SIN OF SUICIDE 

The human body and soul are the exclusive property of Allah. Therefore, no 
person can take his own life. Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ i>i narrates that 
Prophet «Op iiii said, "The person who commits suicide by jumping off a 
mountain will remain in the fire of Hell, continuously ascending and then 
jumping off a mountain. The person who commits suicide by swallowing poison 
shall remain in the fire of Hell with the poison in his hand, swallowing it until 
eternity. The one who commits suicide using an iron object shall refnain forever 
in the fire of Hell, piercing his belly with it/' [Mishkat p.295] 

Growing frustrated with the problems of this world, some people resort to 
suicide, not understanding that the problems and torment of the Hereafter are 
much more severe. 

"Indeed Allah is Most Merciful to you." People should regard all. Allah's 
commandments as a blessing to themselves and act upon each of them, even 
those that appear to be difficult should be carried out since their violation will 
only cause destruction. 

"Whosoever will do this out of enmity and injustice, We shall soon enter him into 
the Fire." The person who kills another for no valid reason shall suffer this 
pitiable plight. The same shall be the plight of those who commit suicide. None 
can escape the grip of Allah, neither before, nor after death. 

"This is all too easy for Allah." He is Capable of anything and all are at His mercy." 



(31) From all the things forbidden to you, if you refrain from the major 
sins, We shall expiate for your evil deeds and enter you into a place of 
honour. 



In this verse, expiation of minor sins is promised if the major sins are 
avoided. Some people have argued that this verse and numerous others seem to 
indicate that the person who merely refrains from the major sins must be 
forgiven even though he perpetrates minor sins and neglects the other duties of 
Islam. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.2 p.222) replies to this by saying that 
forgiveness depends on Allah. If He wishes to pardon a person, He may do so, 
otherwise He is at liberty to punish the sinner. 






THE PROMISE TO EXPIATE SINS 
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Other commentators maintain that the "major sins" mentioned in this verse 
refer to all things that lead to disbelief (kufr). Therefore, if a person abstains from 
all such actions and dies as a Muslim, Allah will pardon him. All sins, because 
they are minor by comparison to disbelief (kufr), will be considered to be minor. 
This forgiyeness is dependant upon the will of Allah, as He says, "Verily Allah 
will not pardon polytheism (shirk), but shall forgive all other sins for those whom He 
wills." [Surah Nisa, verse 48] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <5»» reports that Prophet jJL. 3 Up i»» JL* said, 
"The five Salah, one Jumu'ah to the next and one Ramadhan to the next will 
atone for all the sins committed in between as long as major sins are avoided." 
[Muslim v.lp.122] 

According to another hadith of Muslim (v. 1 p. 121) the Holy Prophet Up i»t JU 
pJL-j is reported to have said, "The Muslim who, when the hour of Salah draws 
near, performs a proper ablution (wudhu) and then observes proper bowing 
(ruku) and prostration (sajdah), these will atone for all his previous sins as long as 
he does not commit major sins. 

It will appear from the above Ahadith that minor sins will be forgiven only 
when a person abstains from major sins. However; Imam Nawawi Up &\ ^ 
clarified the issue. He writes that in the above cases, all minor sins are forgiven 
and that major sins are not forgiven except with repentance (Taubah) and the 
mercy of Allah. This, he writes, has also been mentioned by Qadhi Ayadh i»t 
Up and is the belief of the Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama'ah. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud -up ifo reports that a person once kissed a 
woman. Regretting his action, he related the incident to the Holy Prophet ifo JU> 
<X* 3 Up. Thereupon the following verse of Surah Hud was revealed, "Establish 
Salah at the two ends of the day and a portion of the night. Verily good deeds eradicate 
evil deeds." The person enquires of Prophet jJL-j U* i»\ JU>, "Is this glad tiding for 
me only?" The reply was, "For all the members of my Ummah." [Mishkdt v.l p.58] 

The above verse as well as numerous Ahadith bear testimony to the fact that 
sins are expiated by means of good deeds. 

Some commentators have explained that the verse under discussion is 
linked to the previous one. (The previous verse warned against unlawfully 
taking the wealth of another person). They say that the person who sets about to 
take away the wealth of another (by stealing, robbing, etc), then changes his 
mind, Allah will forgive all the sins associated with this planned action. This is 
because he, out of fear for Allah, abstained from the major sin that he had 
originally set out to do. 

WHAT ARE THE MAJOR SINS? 

In his book dedicated exclusively to this subject, Hafidh Shamsud Din 
(religion) Dhahabi Up & i*- Jt explains that there exists a difference of opinion with 
regard to the precise number of major sins. Some maintain that there are seven, 
based on a hadith of Bukhari and Muslim. He says that this hadith does not 
restrict them to seven, but merely mentions the seven most serious sins. As there 
are also different levels of these sins, their numbers may increase. According to 
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Sayyidina Ibn Abbas iut they number seventy. 

Allama Qurtubi Up & reports (v.3 p. 159) from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas &\ 
that a major sin is that for which Allah has promised Hell, His wrath, His 
curse or some punishment. He is reported to have said that they number close to 
700. He says, "No major sin remains after repentance and no minor remains if 
persisted upon (they then become major)." 

Hafidh Dhahabi & has listed 70 of the major sins together with the 
punishment for each of them. The title of the book is "Kitabul Kaba'ir" and one 
may refer to it for further details. 

LIST OF MAJOR SINS 

The following is list of major sins: 

1. Shirk (polytheism) and those beliefs and actions that lead to it. 
(The sin of polytheism (shirk) will never be forgiven as was 
already mentioned). 

2. Intentionally killing someone. 

3. Black magic. 

4. Neglecting the obligatory (fardh) Salah and performing them 
before time. 

5. Not paying Zakah. 

6. Not fasting in the month of Ramadhdn 'without a valid' excuse, or 
breaking the fast without an excuse. 

7. To die without performing Hajj when one had the means. 

8. To hurt one's parents and to disobey them wh n their instructions 
are not contrary to the Shari'ah. 

9. To break, family ties. 

10. Committing adultery. 

11. Committing incest and gratifying sexual passions in an 
unnatural way. 

12. Taking any part in a transaction involving interest. 

13. To usurp the wealth of an orphcin. 

14. To attribute lies to Allah or His Prophet r l- j <M &\ 

15. To desert the battlefield 

16. For a leader to deceive his subjects. 

17. To be proud. 

18. To give false testimony or conceal testimony when the right of a 
person may be save by it. 

19. To consume intoxicants. 
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20. Gambling. 

21. To slander a chaste woman. 

22. To misappropriate the booty. 

23. Stealing. 

24. Robbery. 

25. Taking false oaths. 

26. To oppress in any way (assault, stealing, verbal abuse}. 

27. To collect taxes. 

28. To utilise Unlawful (Haram) wealth. 

29. To commit suicide and to sever a limb. 

30. Lyingr 

31. To pass Judgment contrary to the Shari'ah. 

32. Bribery. 

33. To imitate the opposite gender (shaving of the beard is also 
included in this). 

34. To be unconcerned about the lewd behaviour of one's family. 

35. To marry and cohabit with a woman merely so that her husband 
may take her back after he had issued three divorces (this 
practice is called Halalah"). 

36. To be heedless of drops of urine that contaminate one clothing. 

37. To carry out actions to show off. 

38. To seek religious knowledge for worldly motives or to conceal 
this knowledge. 

39. To breach a trust. 

40. To remind another of a favour done to him. 

41. To refute fate (predestination). 

42. To spy on others. 

43. To carry tales. 

44. To curse. 

45. To deceive people and not fulfill a pledge. 

46. To believe those who 'predict' the future (fortune-tellers, etc.). 

47. To disobey the husband. 

48. To make a picture or display it in the home. 

49. Upon the death of a person to wail, slap the face, tear the 
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clothes, shave the hair or pray for destruction. 

50. To rebel against and to harm Muslim. 

51. To be tyrannical towards Allahs creation. 

52. To harm the neighbour. 

53. To harm Muslims and speak ill of them. 

54. To harm the pious people in particular. 

55. For men to allow any garments to hang at or below the ankles. 

56. For men to wear silk garments or gold jewellery. 

57. For a slave to abscond from his master. 

58. To sacrifice an animal in the name of another besides Allah. 

59. To intentional name another person as one's father. 

60. To that and argue merely to create anarchy. 

61. To refuse water to a person in need. 

62. To cheat in weight and measurement. 

63. To be fearless of Allah's chastisement. 

64. To harm the friends of Allah. 

65. To be negligent of performing Salah in congregation. 

66. To omit the Jumu' 'ah Salah without justification 

67. To make a bequest with the express intent of harming an heir. 

68. To fashion evil schemes and deceive people. 

69. To spy on the confidential matters of Muslims and pass on the 
information. 

70. To swear any of the Companions (Sahaba) r +~* ifci ^ j. 

Hafidh Dhahabi 4* iui ^ has listed the seventy major sins up to this point. 
Included in these are many that are well known, but still many others have been 
omitted. Below shall follow many more major sins as recorded in the book of 
Allama Zainuddin Ibn Nujaim Hanafi «ip &\ > This treatise of his is published 
at the end of his famous work titled "Al Ashba wan Nadha'ir". 

=> To become an accomplice to a tyrannical ruler, and neglect to 
enjoin good and forbid evil when able to do so. 

=> To learn, teach or practise black, magic. 

=> To forget the Qur'an after memorising it. 

=> To burn any living being alive. 

=> To become despondent of the mercy of Allah. 

=> To consume carrion or swine without being constrained to % do f 
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To persist in committing minor sins. 
=> To assist or instigate the commission of sins. 

To adopt a career in singing. 
=> To expose one's private parts in front of others. 
=> Dancing. 
=> To love the world. 

=> To speafc, fZ-Z of scholars and those who memorise the Qur'dn. 
=> To betray one's leader. 

To slander the birth of any person. 

To invite others towards anything deviant. 

To point a weapon at another person without justification. 

=> To castrate one's slave or sever any part of his body. 

=> To show ingratitude to one who has done a good turn (a good 
Samaritan). 

=> To practise apostasy, especially in the Unlawful (Haram). 

=> To play chess and all such games that are forbidden by 
consensus of the 'Ummah. 

=> To use drugs 

r=> To call a Muslim a disbeliever (kafir). 

=> To be unjust between one's many wives. 

=> To masturbate. 

=> To cohabit while menstruating. 

=> To rejoice at disturbances in Muslim countries. 

To perform indecent acts with an animal. 
=> For an Alim (religious scholar) not to practise his knowledge. 
=> To criticise food. 

To gaze at a beardless youngster. 

=> To look, into or enter the home of another without permission. 

Certain sins have been omitted from the above list since they passed in the 
first list of Hafiz Dhahabi *ip &\"<^j. 

THE LIST OF MINOR SINS 

Hereunder follows a list of minor sins also compiled by Allama Ibn Nujaim 

aJLp J4» if* Jm 
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1. To look, at forbidden things. 

2. To kiss or touch with desire any woman besides one's wife. 

3. To be secluded with a strange (non Mahram) woman. 

4. To use utensils made of gold or silver. 

5. To abstain from speaking to another Muslim for more than 
three days. 

6. To intentionally laugh while performing Salah.. 

7. To urinate while standing. 

8. To wail, slap the face or tear clothing when some calamity 
occurs. 

9. To walk, proudly. 

10. To associate with a sinner. 

11. To perform Salah during the reprehensible times. 

12. To take any impurity into the Mosque (Masjid) or any person 
(child or insane) when there exists a strong possibility of 
impurity being on his body or clothes. 

13.. To sit facing the Qibla or facing the back, towards the Qibla 
when urinating or relieving one's self. 

14. To expose one's private parts for no reason even when in 
seclusion. 

15. To fast for days continuously without breaking the fast in 
between. 

16. To cohabit with one's wife before paying the Kaffara of 'Zihar" 
(refer to the beginning of Surah Mujadala [Surah 58] for the 
details of 'Zihar'). 

17. For a woman to travel without her husband or a M'ahram. 

18. To make a high bit for an item one toes not intend to buy, 
merely to inflate the price for those interested in buying. 

19. To keep necessary commodities in storage (without selling 
them) waiting for the price to increase. 

20. To make an offer to purchase something or to marry a woman 
after another person has already done so. 

21. To buy out a merchant who is due to present competition so 
that one may monopolies the market. 

22. To buy out commodities from the rural areas before they reach 
the town so that one may sell them at an inflated price. 

23. To engage in trade after the Adhan for the jumu'ah Salah has 
been given. 
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24. To sell an item without disclosing its defects. 

25. To raise dogs for reasons besides that of protection and grazing 
animals. 

26. To skip over the shoulders of people when entering the Mosque 
(Masjid). 

27. To delay the payment of Zakah. 

28. To inconvenience road users by engaging in trade or using the 
road as a toilet. (Similarly, it will also be sinful to use such 
places as toilets that people frequent, or to use water sources 
for this purpose.) 

29. To give the Adhdn or enter the Mosque (Masjid) while in the 
state of impurity (Jandbah). 

30. To place the hands on the hips or fidget with something while 
performing Saldh. 

31. To turn the head and look, around while performing Saldh. 

32. To engage in worldly talk, while in the Mosque (Masjid) or any 
such activities that are not considered to be Ibddah (acts of 
worship). 

33. For a fasting person to kiss and embrace hioner spouse when 
there is a danger that they will engage in sexual relations, 
thereby breaking their fasts. 

34. To pay zakah from wealth of an inferior quality 

35. To sever the entire head from the body of the animal being 
slaughtered. 

36. For a mature woman to marry without the consent of her 

guardian. 

*> 

37. For a husband to issue more than one divorce at once. - 

38. To issue a divorce while the wife is menstruating. 

39. To issue a divorce during the wife's period of purity ("Tuhr" 
the period between menstrual cycles) when intercourse took, 
place during the same period of purity . 

40. To favour some of one's children above the rest (unless there 
exists some legitimate grounds). 

41. For a judge not to treat the plaintiff and defendant equally. 

42. To accept a gift from or to partake of the food of a person whose 
wealth is ill-gotten. 

43. 'To walk, on the land of a person without his permission. 

44. To mutilate any living being. 
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45. To make prostration (sajdah) on a picture of an animate object 
when performing Salah, or to perform Salah with such pictures 
in the vicinity. 

46. To greet a disbeliever (kafir) with the words of Salam. 

47. To clothe a child in such attire that is not permissible for a 
grown person to wear. 

48. To continue eating after being satiated. 

49. To think, ill of a Muslim. 

50. To listen to frivolous talks. 

51. To listen to a back, biter without reprimanding him. 

52. To lead people in Salah against their wishes (when they are 
unhappy with the Scholar (Imam) for some reasonable 
grounds). 

53. To speak, while thejumu'ah sermon is being delivered. 

54. To place impurities on the roof of the mosque (Masjid) or on 
the road leading to the mosque (Masjid). 

55. To make a promise to someone without intending to fulfill it. 

56. To joke with or praise anyone excessively. 

57. To become angry without a reason that is valid in the Shqri'ah. 

The above list includes those sins that are common amongst people. Other 
sins mentioned by Allama Ibn Nujaim 4* & have been omitted for the sake of 
brevity. Some of the minor sins mentioned in the list are debatable, like the sin of 
not speaking to a Mtislim for more than three days. It should be included in the 
major sins because the hadith severely reprimands such behaviour. 

Various Scholars (Ulama) differ in their specification of minor sins. Hafidh 
Dhahabi «ip is included in his list the sins of nullifying Hajj, Umrah and Salah 
without valid reasons. Allama Ibn Nujaim Up &\ ^ however, has not listed these 
in his list. Many other sins have been omitted from the above lists that have been 
mentioned in the Ahadith. 

Minor sins are, nonetheless, sins and have to be avoided. Sayyidah Ayshah 
&\ narrates that the Holy Prophet ^/ip 2bi JL* said, "Abstain from the 
minor sins as well because they will also have to be accounted for." (Allah has 
appointed angels to record these as well). [Mishkdt p. 458] 

Lesson: A minor sin will be considered minor when a person commits it 
while fearful of Allah. However, if he commits a minor sin heedlessly (thinking 
that it is a "small thing"), then this sin will be considered to be a major sin. 
Similarly a minor sin will be considered a major sin when it is persistently 
practiced. To ignore and attach no importance to the warnings sounded in the 
Qur'an and Ahadith constitutes disbelief (kufr)y irrespective of whether the 
warning is for a major or minor sin. 



Surah An-Nisa 4: 32-33 



546 



Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 




(32) Do not desire the things by which Allah has favoured some of you over 
others. For men shall be a portion of that which they earn, and for women shall 
be a portion of that which they earn. Ask Allah for his favours. Indeed Allah is 
the Knower of all things. (33) For each person We have appointed heirs of that 
which parents and relatives leave. Give the dues to those with whom you have 
made a covenant. Verily Allah is Witness over everything. 

DO NOT DESIRE THOSE THINGS THAT ALLAH HAS CONFERRED 
UPON OTHERS 

A narration of Sayyidina Mujahid ibi is reported in "Ma'alimut 
Tanzil" (v.l p.420) in which Sayyidah Umm Salamah &\ ^ told the Holy 
Prophet pJL,j a* i»i "Men fight in Jihad (religion war) whereas we do not. They 
also receive twice our share of inheritance. If we were men, then we would also 
fight in Jihad (religion war) and receive inheritance equal to theirs." On this 
occasion the above verse was revealed. 

Certain commentators have reported that when the verse, " For a male shall 
be the like share of two females," was revealed, the women said, "We deserve a 
greater share because we are weak and men are strong. They are more capable of 
earning then we are." On this occasion, the above verse was revealed. 

According # to another narration, when the above verse of inheritance was 
revealed, some men expressed the desire that their rewards also be doubled. It 
was then that Allah revealed the verse, "For men shall be a portion of that which they 
earn, and for women shall be a portion of that which they earn. " 

"Indeed Allah is the Knower of all things." Allah decrees every injunction with 
perfect wisdom. He has placed every person in their unique situation, granting 
them individual capabilities. According to these, Allah has assigned different 
tasks to each individual. If every person was of the same gender, possessing the 
same capabilities, there would be gross imbalance in society. 

Success in the Hereafter depends on a person's actions and sincerity. Each 
person shall receive the rewards promised by Allah according to the level of his 
sincerity, whether the person be male or female. 

The instruction not to desire the lot of others refers to those matters that are 
out of one's reach. He should endeavour to compete with others in matters 
wherein he has a choice. However, his endeavours should be free of jealousy, 
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boastfulness and self-praise. The Qur'an encourages competition in good deeds. 

The Holy Prophet ^ ibi said, "Allah will record the person with the 
following two qualities as a grateful and patient person. (1) He who looks up to 
those who supersede him in religious matters, and attempts to emulate them. (2) 
He who looks at those less fortunate than him in worldly matters and shows 
gratitude to Allah for giving him more. On the contrary, the person who looks 
down upon those lower than him in religious matters and, in worldly matters, 
looks at those more fortunate than him, Allah shall not regard him as grateful 
and patient." [Mishkdt p. 448] 

The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up ibi JU> is also reported to have said that the best of 
people are those whom Allah had given knowledge and wealth and they spend 
it in the right causes, joining family ties and fulfilling the rights of Allah. Then 
there are those whom Allah has granted knowledge, but no wealth. They have 
the sincere aspiration in their hearts to do as the other group does if they also 
possessed the wealth. The reward of this group is equal to that of the first group. 
[Mishkdt p.451] 

"Ask Allah for His favours." A person should keep trying to do that which he 
can and, at the same time, continue b^ging from Allah for His bounties. The 
ability, inspiration to carry out an action and to show gratitude are all from 
Allah's bounty. So too is His acceptance and the inspiration to do more. 

Since some women mentioned that they deserve a greater share because of 
their weakness, Allah says, "For each person We have appointed heirs of that which 
parents and relatives leave." The specification of the various shares is based on 
Allah's wisdom. As He had decreed, so should the estate be dissolved, for in this 

lies great good and benefit. 

THE INHERITANCE OF THE "MOWLAL MAWALAT" 

"Give the dues to those with whom you have made a covenant." This verse refers 
to the "Mowlal Mawalat". During the period of ignorance, people often made a 
contract with each other that if either of them had to pay a penalty, the other 
would assist him. When either one died, then the other would inherit from him 
as well. Both these people were referred to as Mowlal Mawalat. 

There exists a difference of opinion whether such a contract is valid in Islam 
or not. According to Imam Abu Hanifa Up &\ each of them may inherit from 
the other only if the deceased has no surviving relatives, neither As'habul 
Faraidh, nor Asabat, nor Dhawil Arham. Either party has the option to annul the 
contract as long as neither has paid a penalty on behalf of the other. 

According to Sayyidina Imam Shafi'i Up iut ^ and Imam Malik Up & i*- Jf 
none may inherit from the other, even of there are no surviving heirs. In this 
case, the estate will be given to the public treasury. 

Imam Abu Bakr Jassas Up iui writes that the above verse substantiates the 
contract of the Mowlal Mawalat and no other verse nor hadith has abrogated it. 
It is further substantiated ■ by the verse, "The uterine relatives (Dhawil Arham) are 
more deserving, in the book of Allah, than the believers and immigrants." This is 
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precisely in accordance with the ruling of Imam Abu Hanifa ifo since he is 
of the opinion that the Uterine relatives (Dhawil Arham) are more deserving than 
the Mowlal Mawalat, and the latter will only inherit in the absence of the former 
[Ahkamul Qur'an v.2 p. 186]. The majority of the Companions (Sahaba) ^ iui also 
accepted the validity of the Mowlal Mawalat contract. [Madarikut Tamil] 

"Verily Allah is Witness over everything." None can hide from Allah, and He 
shall give every person his just dues. 

\jJUL>\ J**> & > j s^j L^j *£j>y*j> JUjl 

(34) Man are the leaders of women because of the virtue Allah has bestowed 
some of you over others, and because of what men spend from their wealth. So 
the pious women are obedient and, in the absence of their husbands, are 
protective because of that which Allah has protected. As for those whose evil 
disposition you fear, advise them, separate your bed from theirs and (gently) rap 
them. If they obey you then look for no excuse 4 (to persecute them). Verily Allah" 
is Most High, The Greatest. 

A WORD OF ADVICE TO THE MARRIED COUPLE 

With regard to the circumstances of revelation, Sayyidina Hasan 4* & «^\> 
has narrated the following incident. When a person once slapped his wife, she 
reported the episode to the Holy Prophet a> &\ ju. Prophet jJL-j 2bi JU* 
instructed that she settle the matter by slapping him in retaliation. On this 
occasion the above verse was revealed. The Holy Prophet .jJL- 3 iui JL* then 
commented, "We had decided something, but Allah desired another." [Asbabun 
Nuzulp.145] 

MEN ARE THE LEADERS OF WOMEN 

"Man are the overseers of women because of the virtue Allah has bestowed some of 
you over others..." This is the first reason for Allah's choice of man as the overseer 
and leader of the woman. Allah has bestowed men with understanding and 
insight, by virtue of which they are able to gauge the depths and intricacies of 
matters. While many women are also able to accomplish this feat, the average 
woman cannot do it as efficiently as most men. 

If any difference has to taken, the man has the final say and his decision is 
binding on his wife. 

The second reason given by Allah is, "because of what men spend from their 
wealth." Since it is the responsibility of the man to provide for his wife and 
family; it is only logical that they be obedient to him. It is not becoming of any 
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woman to take from the husband and still disobey him. The pious woman 
realises that she should be obedient to the order of Allah and obey her husband. 

"So the pious women are obedient and, in the absence of their husbands, are 
protective because of that which Allah has protected." This means that they protect the 
wealth, property and children of their husbands as well as their own chastity by 
not allowing other men to enter the house. This they should do because Allah 
had protected their rights by enforcing the dowry on the husband and enjoining 
on him to provide for her. Certain commentators interpret the verse to mean that 
she should protect these things because Allah has protected her. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah &\ narrates that someone asked the Holy 
Prophet p-L-j iut ju* who are the best of women. He replied that she was the 
woman who pleased her husband when he looks at her. She is obedient to his 
every order and does not belie him with regard to herself and his property. (She 
does nothing to displease him). [Mishkat p.283] 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas &\ reports that the Holy Prophet ^ Up iiii ^ 
said, "The person who possesses four things has accumulated the good of both 
worlds. (1) A grateful heart, (2) A tongue ever involved in the remembrance of 
Allah, (3) A body that is able to endure hardships, and (4) A wife who does not 
betray her husband with regard to her person and his property." [Ibid] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ve&s^j narrates that the Holy Prophet &\ J^> 
(JL-j said, "The best of women who mount camels (Arab women) are those 
women of the Quraish who are most compassionate towards their infant children 
and most protective of the wealth of their husbands." [Bukhari v.2 p. 760] 

These Ahadith make it evident that it is the duty of every good woman that 
she safeguards the property of her husband and does not spend it extravagantly. 
She should also rear the children and protect her chastity. A man is unable to 
remain at home all the time and has to be out to earn a living and for other tasks.. 
On these occasions, the wife should ensure that she looks after all his 
possessions. She must see to the nurturing of the children and their education 
because without this they will be heading for destruction. 

GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH DISOBEDIENT WIVES 

"As for those whose evil disposition you fear, advise them (if they still do not take 
heed), separate your bed from theirs and (this should be sufficient for any decent woman, 
but if she still takes no heed, then gently) rap them" 

In his farewell sermon the Holy Prophet & JU* said, "Fear Allah with 

regard to your women for you have acquired them through a pledge between 
you and Allah, and you have secured sexual pleasures from them according to 
the Shari'ah of Allah. They owe you the right that none occupy your bed whom 
you (due to natural possessiveness) dislike. If they do so, then you may hit them 
in such a way that no bones are broken (i.e. no injury is inflicted). You owe them 
the right that you feed and clothe them in a good manner." [Muslim v.l p.397] 

It is apparent from this that a person may not hit his wife in any way that 
will inflict an injury. The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.5 p.25) writes that the three 
courses of action stipulated in the verse are mentioned in sequence. Each should 
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be employed only when the previous one fails. 

"If they obey you then look for no excuse (to persecute them)." This verse advises 
those people who unnecessarily taunt and abuse their wives, finding the smallest 
excuses to punish them. Those who oppress the weak ones should bear in mind 
that soon they will have to present themselves before Allah, and "Verily Allah is 
Most High, The Greatest" Allah exercises greater power over a person than any 
man can ever hope to exercise over his subordinates. 

A WARNING AGAINST WIFE BEATING 

This verse teaches the husband that he should, in the event of a dispute 
advise the wife kindly, failing which he may separate their beds. Under no 
circumstances should he leave the house because such behaviour is fraught with 
danger. 

Sayyidina Mu'awiya Qushairi 2b» reports that he asked the Holy 
Prophet jJL-j 4> 2bt JL* concerning the rights of women. Prophet ^ ^ h J-e 
replied, "Their rights are that you feed them when you eat and clothe them when 
you clothe yourself. You may not hit them on their faces, nor address them using 
bad words. Sever relations with them while still sharing the same house." [Abu 
Dawudv.lp.291] 

A woman should be rapped only when absolutely necessary, and then too 
without causing injury and without striking the face. Sayyidina Iyas bin 
Abdullah a* ii reports that the Holy Prophet <X> 3 4* & instructed them 

not to beat their wives. Sayyidina Umar & later came to Prophet &\ 
r-L-j complaining that their wives now grew bold (since they were aware of the 
injunction). The Holy Prophet jJLj 4* A» then permitted it. Later the women 
began remonstrating against their husbands. The Holy Prophet ^ 4* & J* 
said, "Many women have approached the wives of Muhammad ^ a> 
complaining about their husbands. These men are not the best of you!" [Abu 
Dawudv.lp.292] - 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.5 p.25) writes that to endure the irritations 
of the wife is better than resorting to hitting her. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Zam'ah 
<up 2bi narrates that the Holy Prophet ^Aipi^ said, "Do not beat your 
wives like people beat their slaves, for at the end of the day, you will have to 
satisfy your passions with her." [Bukhari v. 2 p.784] 

This hadith serves to explain to the man that he is eventually in need of his 
wife. It seems ridiculous that at one instance he is beating her and the next 
instance he is making love to her! The wife will also lose respect for him, 
thinking that he treats her kindly sometimes, and at other times he behaves 
worse than a beast. The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" then makes mention of four 
reasons that may warrant a man rapping his wife. They are: 

1. If she refuses to beautify herself for him. 

2. If she refuses to cohabit with him when he calls (without 
reason). 

3. If she refuses to perform her obligatory (Far dh) Salah or to 
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bath. 

4. If she goes out of the home without a valid excuse. 
He may also rap her for any other reason similar to the above. 




(35) If you fear a breach between the couple, then appoint an arbitrator from his 
family and an arbitrator from her family. If they both desire reformation, Allah 
will reconcile them. Verily Allah is All Knowing, Mindful. 



IF A COUPLE DISPUTE, TWO ARBITRATORS SHOULD BE 
APPOINTED TO RECONCILE THEM 

If disputes arise between two acquaintances, one can well imagine the 
situation between a couple who live together day and night. These are inevitable. 
The sensible couple will resolve these between themselves as if nothing has 
transpired at all. However, it may occur that matters deteriorate to such an extent 
that a third party needs to step in to resolve the matter. Allah has indicated 
towards this state of affairs in the above verse. 

''If you fear a breach between the couple, then appoint an arbitrator from his family 
and an arbitrator from her family/' These two will listen to both sides of the story. 
They should then advise the one who is at fault and do their best to resolve the 
dispute. They should not do or say anything that may aggravate the situation. If 
their intentions are sincere and they truly desire that the couple harmonise, Allah 
will see to the rest, as He says, "If they both desire reformation, Allah will reconcile 
them" If any of those involved distort the situation in any way, they should bear 
in mind that Allah shall take them to task for this, for "Verily Allah is All Knowing, 
Mindful" 

When a dispute drags on for too long and the couple behave unjustly 
towards each other, they eventually lose interest in each other. To add fuel to the 
fire, the families of the couple st^p in to defend their own and, instead of 
reconciling the two, make the situation worse. Finally, the couple is so far 
distanced that there exists no possibility of amendment. This often results in 
divorce. 

The procedure outlined by Allah in this verse is best to curb any pending 
separation. For the families to incite the situation further is in contrast to the 
teachings of Islam and will result in grievous consequences in both the worlds. 
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(36) Worship Allah, ascribe none as partner to Him and show kindness to 
parents, relatives, orphans, the destitute, near neighbours, distant neighbours, 
close associates, travellers and those in your possession. Verily Allah does not 
like the one who is proud and boastful... (37) Those who are miserly, instruct 
others to be miserly and conceal what Allah had conferred on them through His 
bounty. We have prepared for the disbelievers a disgracing punishment. (38) 
Those who spend their wealth to show people and do not believe in Allah, nor 
in the Last Day. The one whose friend is Satan (Shaytan), then he is the worst of 
friends indeed. (39) What harm will it do them if they believe in Allah and the 
Last Day and spend of that which Allah had provided for them? Allah is Ever 
Aware of them. (40) Undoubtedly Allah does not even oppress the weight of an 
atom. If it be a good deed, He shall multiply it and confer from His side a 
tremendous reward. 

KINDNESS TOWARDS PARENTS, RELATIVES, NEIGHBOURS,. 
ORPHANS, THE POOR AND TRAVELLERS 

"Worship Allah, ascribe none as partner to Him..." Allah has created man to 
worship only Him and reminds him of this responsibility time and again in the 
Qur'an. The greatest form of worship is belief in Tauhid (the Oneness of Allah) and 
this is annulled by polytheism (shirk). Therefore, Allah constantly warns man 
against polytheism (shirk). 

Thereafter Allah reminds man of his rights towards fellow man. The first to 
receive mention are "and show kindness to parents." The same subject is repeated 
in Surah Baqarah, Surah An' am and Surah Isra (Surah Bani Isra'il). This includes 
serving them, alleviating their burdens, and showing every type of obedience, 
except when it constitutes disobedience to Allah. One may refer to the lengthy 
discussion on this subject in Surah Baqarah. 

".....relatives..." Cordial ties should always be maintained with them and 
this is emphasised in the Shari'ah. Much has already been mentioned with 
regard to this at the beginning of this Surah. 

" orphans, the destitute..." These have also been discussed in Surah 
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Baqarah. 

"...near neighbours, distant neighbours, close associates, travellers../' A person 
has to behave cordially towards all of Allah's creation. These few have been 
mentioned in this verse because a person associates with them oh a regular basis. 

CORDIAL BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS NEIGHBOURS 

Sayyidah Ayshah if* &\ reports that the Holy'Prophet ^ 3 Up it said, 
"Jibr'il (OLJi Up advised so often to behave well towards neighbours that I 
thought that he will soon make them my heirs!" [Bukhari p.889] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar <up ibt narrates that Prophet jJL, 3 Up iwi JU> 
said, "The best neighbour in the sight of Allah is he who fosters the best 
relationship and displays the best character towards his neighbours." [Tirmidhi] 

A person once asked the Holy Prophet ^L- j Up &\ how was he to know 
whether he was behaving well. Prophet Up 2bt replied, "When you hear 
that your neighbours are speaking highly of you, then you have done well. If yeu 
hear that your neighbours are speaking ill of you, then understand that you have 
done wrong." [Mishkdt p.424] 

A hadith reads that the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up iui once said, "The person 
who believes in Allah and the last day should not inconvenience his neighbours. 
The person who believes in Allah and the last day should speak good or remain 
silent." [Bukhari v.2 p.889] 

According to another hadith, the Holy Prophet pJL, j Up k\ JL* said, "I swear 
by Allah that .he is not a believer (Mu'min)\ I swear by Allah that he is not a 
believer (Mu'min)\ I swear by Allah that he is not a believer (Mu'min)\" When 
someone asked to whom he was referring to, Prophet pL. 3 Up 2bi JL* replied, "The 
person whose neighbours are not safe from his evil." [Ibid] 

The Holy Prophet (JL,j Up &\ also mentioned that the person whose 
neighbour is not safe from his evil shall not enter Heaven (Jannah)/ [Muslim v.l 
p.50] 

Many people, despite being particular about their optional (Nafl) devotions, 
do not pay heed to fulf illling the rights of their neighbours, although this is more 
important. Sayyidina Abu Hurairah -up i»\ reports that someone enquired 
from the Holy Prophet pJ-j Up regarding a certain woman who was known 
to be very meticulous in her worship by performing excessive Salah, fasting and 
charity. She however, used to hurt her neighbours with her tongue. The Holy 
Prophet Up &\ replied that she was destined for the fire of Hell. The 
person then continued to enquire about another woman who, although she 
observed few fasts, Salahs and gave in charity only some pieces of cheese, yet she 
caused no harm to her neighbours. Prophet jJL, 3 Up iut replied that she was 
destined for Heaven (jannah). [Mishkdt p.425] 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas k* &\ narrates that he heard Prophet ^ h 
say, "That person is not a believer {Mu'min) who eats to his fill while his 
neighbour goes hungry." [Mishkdt p. 424] 

Although all neighbours need to be cared for, those who are closest receive 
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priority when giving something. Sayyidina abu Dharr -up At narrates that the 
Holy Prophet jJL- j Up At JL* said, "When you cook a meal, add more water to the gravy 
and consider your neighbour. " [Muslim p.329] 

Once Sayyidah Ay shah if* At asked the Holy Prophet jJL.j Up At to 
which of her neighbours should she give a gift. He told her to give it to the one 
whose door was closest to her. [Bukhari v.2 p.890] 

The close neighbour referred to in the verse may also be interpreted to mean 
the neighbour who happens to be a relative as well. This is reported from 
Sayyidina Ibn Abbas At ^j. He will, therefore, have a two-fold right over a 
person. 

The "associate" referred to in the verse may also mean the person with 
whom one consults. Whatever they discuss should be regarded as a trust and 
must not be disclosed to others. Tales should not be carried. 

Some commentators have mentioned that the "associate" may also refer to a 
travelling companion. He must be treated cordially, be he a relative or not. If 
there is a restriction in space, he should be made comfortable, so that his journey 
be pleasant. He should neither be hurt physically nor verbally. The instruction in 
this verse also refers to behaving well towards those with whom one works. 
[Ruhul; Ma'dni] , 

The Holy Prophet fL-j Up At jU said that the best of companions is he who 
behaves best towards his companions. [Mishkat p.424] 

Sayyidina Sahl bin Sa'ad <up At reports that Prophet <JL. j Up At JU» said, 
"The leader of a party on a journey is the one who serves them. The one who 
excels in serving his companions cannot attain an action superior to this unless 
he becomes a martyr." [Mishkat p.340] 

Sayyidina Ali At ^ has interpreted the "associate" to mean the wife. 
This seems closest to the Qur'anic words. ['Ma'alimut Tamil"] 

The author of "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l pA35) writes that the traveller referred 
to in the verse has been interpreted by most commentators to mean a guest. 
Whether the traveller is a guest or not, he should still be treated warmly and 
assisted in every possible manner. This action holds much reward in the 
Hereafter. 

TREATING THE SLAVES WELL 

"....and those in your possession." This refers to slaves who must also be 
treated amicably and their food and clothing duly provided. In no way should 
they be oppressed and should never be given more work than they can manage. 

Sayyidina Abu Dharr <up At narrates that the Holy Prophet jJLj Up At J** 
said, "Indeed these slaves are your brothers and servants whom Allah has placed 
at your disposal. So the one who has a slave in his possession should feed him 
from that which he himself eats and clothe him as he clothes himself. They 
should not be given more work than they are capable of. If you give them more 
than they can manage, you should assist them." {Bukhari p. 346] 
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Sayyidina Ibn Umar <up &\ reports that Prophet pJL-j Up ifci ju* said, 
"Whosoever punishes his slave for something that he is not guilty of or slaps 
him, then the expiation for this is that he sets him free." [Muslim v.2 p.51] 

Sayyidina Abu Bakr ^ &\ narrates from the Holy Prophet (J-j Up ifci jl^ 
that the person who does not treat his slave well shall not enter Heaven (Jannah). 
[Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidah Umm Salama &\ narrates that on his deathbed the Holy 
Prophet Up enjoined the performance of Salah and cordial treatment of 
slaves. [Mishkat p.291] 

ABOMINATION OF PRIDE 

"Verily Allah d$e$ not like the one who is proud and boastful../' This portion of 
the verse admonishes those who consider themselves above others and are 
intoxicated by their own airs. This subject is discussed in Sjurah Luqman and 
Surah Hadid as well. Pride and haughtiness are truly devastating diseases of the 
heart and are the cause of many sins. It leads a person to hanker after fame, to be 
boastful in his actions, to practise deviant customs upon the occasion of 
marriage, fearing what people will say if he does not do these things. 

PRIDE CAUSES A PERSON TO SUSPEND HIS GARMENTS BELOW 
THE ANKLES 

Sayyidina Ibn Umar <up &\ narrates that Allah will not look at that person 
with mercy who, because of pride, allows his garments to drag on the ground. 
[Bukharip.861] 

Sayyidina Abu Sa'id Khudri <up i»i narrates that Prophet (JL^ Up ibr JU> 
said, "The lower garment of a believer (Mu'min) (male) should be in the middle 
of his calf and there is no harm if it is between this point and the ankle. Whatever 
is below this shall lead one to the Fire. Allah shall not look at that person with 
mercy who allows the garment to hang below the ankles- out of pride." [Abu 
Dawudv.2Fg.210] 

This sin cited above applies to all garments, be they trousers, lungis, kurtas, 
etc. [Ibid] 

Amongst the advice that the Holy Prophet jJL- j Up &\ JL* gave Sayyidina 
Jabir bin Sulaim -&» was, "Guard against hanging the garments below the 
ankles, for indeed it stems from pride and Allah does not like pride." [Ibid p.210] 

In the last hadith, the Holy Prophet yJL-j Up &\ ju> mentioned that this action 
stems from pride. Those perpetrating this sin consider it degrading to wear their 
garments above their ankles. They will never dare walk in this way in public. 
This is a clear indication that they allow their garments (especially trousers) to 
hang below the ankles out of pride, even though they deny it. 

The Holy Prophet fJL-j Up i»i narrated an incident of a person from the 
previous nations who, due to pride, walked about with his garments below his 
ankles. The ground swallowed him up and until the day of Qiyamah, he will 
continue being swallowed up in this manner. [Bukhari v.2 p.861] 
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SOME BRANCHES OF PRIDE 

Numerous evils develop from pride. One of these is when people refuse to 
accept the truth even after the error of their ways has been made known to them. 
They are adamant to practise the wrong and continue to challenge the truth. 
They consider it below their dignity to practise the Shari'ah (Islamic laws) and do 
not leave their sinful ways, fearing the reaction of mere mortals. 

A Companion (Sahabi) ^ 2bt once asked the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up 2bi ju, 
"A person likes his clothing and shoes to be nice (is this due to pride)?" the reply 
was, "Allah is beautiful and likes things of beauty. Pride is to challenge the truth 
and to consider others as inferior. [Muslim v.l p.65] 

Together with pride, boastfulness and vainglorious attitudes are also 
condemned in this verse. It is common for people to boast about their 
achievements, even if the praise is misdirected. They are proud of what they do, 
not realising that whatever they have done has been conferred on them by Allah. 
They are merely the humble servants of Allah. 

It should never cross a person's mind that those people whom Allah has not 
bestowed with His favours are less fortunate than himself. Allah gives whom He 
wills and may choose not to give others because of His infinite wisdom. A 
servant of Allah should think that he is merely the humble slave of his Master 
and never look down upon others. 

In this regard, the author of "Ruhul Ma'aani" writes that the proud and 
arrogant person does not consider his relatives and neighbours. He only blows 
his own trumpet and sings his own praises before them. In this way, he neglects 
his duties towards them and shows disregard for the injunctions of Allah to 
maintain cordial relations with them. 

Those who are proud never want to extend any help to others out of fear 
that they may match them. They desire that these people remain where they are 
so that they may never present any competition. A wealthy brother never likes to 
visit his poor brother, considering this below his dignity. His pride will always 
be an obstacle to the fostering of good relations. 

THE ABOMINATION OF MISERLINESS 

"Those who are miserly instruct others to be miserly and conceal what Allah has 
conferred on them through His bounty/' This verse is an extension of the last and 
continues to describe those who are proud and boastful. They neither spend on 
their relatives and the needy, nor do they allow others to do so. Those who do 
not like to spend for the sake of Allah grow to dislike the spending of others as 
well. 

Allah says' in Surah Fajr, "You never honour the orphan, never encourage (others) 
to feed the poor, you devour inheritance with relish and love wealth with a very deep 
love. " [Surah 89, verses 1 7 to 20] 

Misers never show gratitude to Allah for what He has given them, neither 
do they spend on His creation. They never think where the wealth has come 
from and that they owe it to Allah that they spend in ways that He is pleased 
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with. 

"We have prepared for the disbelievers a disgracing punishment" The author of 
"Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that "disbelievers" in this context refers to those who are 
ungrateful to Allah. The common meaning of kafir {disbeliever) may also be 
implied. He goes on to narrate that the Jews used to frequently visit the 
Christians and, pretending to be concerned, would advise them not to spend 
their wealth so freely for they fear that their wealth will soon expire. They told 
them that the future was uncertain and they should rather conserve what they 
have. With reference to this Allah revealed the above verse viz. "Those who are 
miserly, instruct others to be miserly... (till the verse)... Allah is Ever Aware of them. u 
With this incident in mind, the meaning of "disbelievers" is understood. 

THE ABOMINATION OF SPENDING PRETENTIOUSLY 

"Those who spend their wealth to show people and do not believe in Allah, nor the 
Last Day." This verse is also part of the description of those who are "proud and 
boastful." The verse depicting the punishment awaiting the disbelievers was 
mentioned incidentally. 

The only time when these people will spend is when it earns them a 
reputation. They spend only so that people may be impressed by their wealth 
and heap praises upon them. If they believed in Allah and the Last Day, they 
would not be so vain. Then they would have acted in anticipation of the rewards 
promised by Allah, knowing that the day will drawn wherein they shall receive 
the full recompense of their deeds. 

"The one whose friend is Satan (Shaytan), then he is the worst of friends indeed." 
The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that this verse refers' to Iblis (Devil), his 
comrades and all those who pander to his wishes. The carnal passions are also 
implied, together with all the men and Jinn who act deviously. They are 
described as the worst of friends because they are always encouraging others to 
sin, thereby leading them to the fire of Hell. 

"What harm will it do them if they believe in Allah and the Last Day and spend of 
that which Allah has provided for them? Allah is Ever Aware of them." This purpose of 
this question is to censure the disbelievers and to inject concern within them 
about their plight in the Hereafter. If they ponder awhile, they will realise that 
their code of conduct is indeed incorrect and that they have no alternative but to 
adopt the ways of Belief (Iman). 

"Undoubtedly Allah does not oppress even the weight of an atom." Allah will 
never punish a person for something that he never did. In a like manner, no 
action of a person's will go unnoticed by Allah. Every deed will earn its reward. 
In fact, Allah will multiply the reward many times over. 

The minimum reward for every action will be tenfold, as Allah says on 
Surah An' am,. "Whosoever does a good deed will receive tenfold the like thereof [Surah 
6, verse 160]. Allah may then multiply this seven, seventy, seven hundred and 
many more times over. Alas! Because the measly world is before us, people 
hanker only after it, depriving themselves of deeds and subjecting thernselves to % 
sinful behaviour. 
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(41) How will it be when We shall bring forth from every nation a witness and 
call you [Oh Muhammad pL>j <*Jp it J*>] to witness over all of them? 

EVERY UMMAH SHALL HAVE A WITNESS ON THE DAY OF 
JUDGMENT (QIYAMAH) 

This verse depicts the scene on the Day of Judgment. Every Prophet <OLJt aJLp 
will bring forth his Ummah and give testimony with regard to their beliefs and 
actions. Then the illustrious Prophet Muhammad Up it JL* will be 
summoned to testify about the veracity of these prophets fiLJ\ p+J*. This episode 
has been dealt with in detail in Surah Baqarah under the verse, "So that you [the 
Ummah of the Holy Prophet (JL-j it JU] may be witness over the people and the 
messenger a witness over you. " [Surah 1, verse 143] 

When the Ummahs of the previous prophets pLJ\ r ^lp refute the invitation 
of their respective prophets ^LJ\ j^-U, the Ummah of the Holy Prophet it 
,JL.j will be summoned to attest to the truthfulness of these prophets 
Then Prophet <JL, 5 <a* 2bi himself will testify to the honesty of his Ummah. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud it narrates that the Holy Prophet 
^JL-j 4> once asked him to recite the Qur'an to him. He said, "Should I recite to 
you when it was revealed to you?" Prophet pJL.j it ju* "Yes, I enjoy listening 
to the recitation of others." Thereuppn Sayyidina Ibn Mas'ud <^ it ^ began 

reciting Surah Nisa till he reached, the verse, "How will it be when We shall bring 
forth from every nation a witness gtd call you [Oh Muhammad ^ aJ^ JUJ to 
witness over all of them." At this point, the Holy Prophet jJL,j Up it JL* asked him 
to stop reciting. He says that when he looked up, he saw that tears were flowing 
from the eyes of Prophet pJL. j it JU. [Bukhari v.2 p.659] 

After recounting this hadith, the author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that if this 
is the condition of the witness (that he weeps upon calling this scene to mind), 
what should be the reaction of those for whom testimony has to be given? 




(42) On that day, those who disbelieved and disobeyed the messenger will wish 
that the earth is levelled upon them. They will not be able to hide anything from 
Allah. 

THE DESIRE OF THE DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) ON THE DAY OF 
JUDGMENT (QIYAMAH) 

This verse paints a picture of the severity and grief of the Day of judgment 
(Qiyamah). The disbelievers (kujfar) will wish that they were rather buried and 
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that the earth was heaped upon them so that they will not have to endure the 
day. Nothing will be hidden from Allah because even their limbs will testify 
against them. 

At times they will swear that they never committed polytheism (shirk), but 
when their limbs testify, they will be forced to admit their guilt. It is then that 
they will wish that the ground is levelled over them. 




(43) O you who believe! Do not draw near to Salah when you are intoxicated 
until you are aware of what you say, and (do) not (approach Salah) when you are 
impure, except for the traveller, till you bath. If you are ill, on journey, returning 
from the toilet or from touching your women, and you do not find any water, 
then use clean soil to wipe your faces and arms. Verily Allah is Most Pardoning, 
Most forgiving. 

THE PROHIBITION AGAINST PERFORMING SALAH WHILE 
INTOXICATED 

During the initial stages of Islam, intoxicants were permitted. Sayyidina Ali 
<up narrates that he was once invited for a meal by Sayyidina Abdur 

Rahman bin Auf ^ i\ Wine was also served and everyone got drunk. When 
the time of Salah entered, they appointed him as Belief (Iman). He began to recite 
Surah Kafirun and read, "I worship what you worship" instead of "I do not 
worship what you worship This contorted the meaning of the verse and it was on 
this occasion that Allah revealed the above verse stating, "O you who believe! Do. 
not draw near to Salah when you are intoxicated until you are aware of what you say..." 
[Tirmidhi] 

It was after this thai ihe explicit verses were revealed which forbade wine. 
This is discussed in Surah Ma'idah where Allah says, "O you who believe, indeed 
wine, gambling, idols and charmed arrows are impurities of Satan (Shay tan), so abstain 
therefrom..." {Surah 5, verse 90]. 

According to another narration, Sayyidina Asia bin Sharik ^ i»» reports 
that he used to tie the saddle on the camel of the Holy Prophet (JL-^ Up 5i JL*. 
One night he was in need of a bath, but feared that he may fail seriously ill or 
even die on account of the extreme cold. When he asked Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ JL* 
concerning this, the above verse was revealed, whereby Tayammum was 
permitted. 
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THE LAWS OF TAYAMMUM 

This verse as well as another in Surah Ma'idah explain the practice of 
Tayammum. It is gathered from both these verses that Tayammum can be made 
in the absence of water, when a person is ill or when he has a shortage of water 
on a journey. It may substitute the obligatory bath as well as ablution (wudhu). 
When a person is in need of an obligatory bath, he is termed to be in the state of 
Hadath Akbar, and when in need of ablution (wudhu), he is termed to be in the 
state of Hadath Asghar. 

In the absence of water Salah may not be omitted. Allah has rather allowed 
the performance of Tayammum. Just as it is Unlawful (Haram) to perform Salah 
while in the states of Hadath Akbar or Hadath Asghar, so too is it Unlawful 
(Haram) to delay performance of the Salah till after its appointed time. 

The term "impure" denotes the state of Hadath Akbar, while "returning from 
the toilet" refers to Hadath Asghar. According to Sayyidina Ali and Ibn Abbas 
<up ii\ the term "touching your women refers to the state of Hadath Akbar, since 
this alludes to intercourse. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ ifo is of the 
opinion that the verse means that when a person touches a woman directly, his 
ablution (wudhu) will be nullified. This is also the ruling of Imam Shafi'i 4* & 
and others. 

According to Imam Abu Hanifa Up ib» ablution (wudhu) will not be 
nullified by touching a woman since the interpretation of the verse is as 
explained by Sayyidina Ali <up i»t and Sayyidina Ibn Abbas -up ito ^j. 

Sayyidah Ayshah ^ iu» narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up iut JL* 
would perform his Salah at nights while she was lying in front of him like a 
corpse. When he performed the Witr Salah, he would touch her feet. [Nasa'i p.38] 
This hadith substantiates the fact that ablution (wudhu) is not nullified by 
touching a woman. 

Tayammum is permitted in three instances. These are (1) in the absence of 
water, (2) when one is ill and (3) when one is travelling. The details of these are 
explained in the books of jurisprudence. In brief the following points should be 
borne in mind. 

=> The absence of water does not mean that there is no Water at 
the place where one is to perform Salah. The person should 
search in the vicinity (within a radius of approximately 2,5 
km). He has to acquire the water even of he has to pay for it. 
However, if he cannot attain the water despite its presence (e.g. 
there is a weli but no bucket), then he will be permitted to make 
Tayammum. 

=> The person who is ill can also perform Tayammum when the 
illness is of such a nature that water will aggravate it. 

=> Tayammum may be performed if ihe water is extremely cold and 
there is no way to heat it. 'The person fears that by using the 
water, his illness may be intensified or a limb or his life may be 
lost in the process. 
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=> Traveller may also perform Tayammum when he cannot find 
water. There are various rules governing this situation as well 
e.g. he should attempt to search for water or acquire it from his 
fellow travellers. If he can purchase the water, he should do so 
even if the price be slightly higher than usual. 

The Holy Prophet ^JL-j ito is reported to have said, "I have been 
privileged above the other Prophet with six things viz. (1) I have been granted 
concise speech, (2) I have been assisted with awe (i.e. Allah has cast awe into the 
hearts of my enemies so that they desist from attacking me), (3) The spoils of war 
have been declared permissible for me, (4) The entire earth has been made a 
place of worship for me and a means of attaining purity (by virtue of 
Tayammum), (5) I have been sent as a prophet to the entire mankind (the 
previous Prophet & were restricted to their particular nations), and (6) The 
coming of any other prophet has been terminated by my advent since there shall 
be no prophet after me" [Mishkat p.5 12]. Although this particular hadith cites 
only six things, other Ahadith mention many more. 

Sayyidina Abu Dharr ^ ifci narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL- j <ip &\ JU> 
said, "Pure soil will purify a believer (Mu'min) even if he does not find water for 
ten years. When he does find water, he should use it." [Tirmidhi] 

THE METHOD OF TAYAMMUM 

The above verse and verse 6 of Surah Ma'idah describe that the face and the 
arms should be 'wiped' with the soil. The Ahadith describe that a person should 
strike his hands on the soil and then pass these hands over the face. Thereafter, 
he should strike the soil again and pass them over each arm up to the elbows, as 
he would do in ablution (wudhu). 

It is imperative that the intention of Tayammum be made when performing 
Tayammum. Therefore, a person will not be considered to have performed 
Tayammum if his face and hands become covered in dust without him intending 
it. 

/f Verily Allah is Most Pardoning, Most Forgiving/' Allah is so Clement that he 
instituted the performance of Tayammum in the absence of water as a concession 
to alleviate the states of Hadath Asghar (minor impurity) and Hadath Akbar 
(major impurity). (The method of performing Tayammum for both states of 
Hadath (impurity) is the same). 
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(44) Have you not seen those who have been given a portion of the Book, 
purchasing misguidance and hoping that you deviate from the path? (45) Allah 
is well Aware of your enemies. Allah suffices as a Protecting Friend and Allah 
suffices as a Helper. (46) Some of the Jews alter words from their context and 
say, "We hear and we disobey and listen in a manner that you do not listen!" 
Distorting with their tongues and taunting the Din (religion) they say "Ra'ina." 
If only they said, "We hear and we obey!" "Do listen!" and "Do grant us 
consideration," it would have been better for them and more ethical. However, 
Allah has cursed them because of their disbelief, so only a few of them believe. 

THE MISCHIEF AND DEPRAVITY OF THE JEWS 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas hs narrates in a report of Durrul Manthur (v.2 
p.178) that the chief of the Jews Rifa'ah bin Zaid, would frequent the gatherings of 
the Holy Prophet Up ii Ju*. He would contort his tongue when speaking and 
taunted the Din (religion) of Islam and its injunctions. The above verses were 
revealed with reference to him. 

The learned scholars of the Jews learnt from their scriptures about the 
advent of the Holy Prophet U* & J*, but altered the scripture to hide the 
fact. They did not believe in him, prevented their people from doing so and 
chose to deviate instead. Besides this, they also left no stone unturned to lead the 
Muslims astray. Allah, however, puts the Muslims at ease by saying, "Allah is 
well Aware of your enemies. Allah suffices as a Protecting Friend and Allah suffices as a 
Helper." 

The Jews would distort their words when speaking to the Holy Prophet J* 
pjL-j Up iSji so that the words would take on a 'different meaning although not 
sounding defamatory. One of these words was "Ra'ina/ In Arabic, it means that 
people be given consideration, but in the Jewish language it was a curse for 
death. This has already been discussed in Surah Baqarah where Allah says, "O 
you who believe, say not Ra'ina..." [Surah 2, verse 104]. 

They would say, "We hear and we disobey..." They made it sound as if they 

were saying that they heard what the Holy Prophet had to say and 

that they would disobey anything contrary to what he said. In their hearts, 
however, they intended not to listen to what Prophet ^ 3 4* & had ta say. 

When the Holy Prophet f-L-j Up used to instruct the people to "listen, - 
the Jews would add the words "in a manner that you do not listen!" According to 
the author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" , this phrase could also have a good meaning if 
interpreted to mean "in a manner that you (are not listening to offensive things)." 
This was the meaning that they would have wanted others to take, but their 
words were intended to actually curse the people so that they lose their ability to 
hear. 

Instead of adopting this vile behaviour "if only they said, We hear and we 
obey I Do listen 1 / and 'Do grant us consideration/ it would have been better for them and 
more ethical. However, Allah has cursed them because of their disbelief so only a few of 
them believe." 



Surah An-Nisa 4: 47 



563 



Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 




(47) O you who have been given the scripture! Believe in what We have 
revealed, that verifies what is with you before We disfigure them as We had 
cursed the people of the Sabbath. The decree of Allah shall be come to pass. 

THE JEWS ARE ACCURSED 

Durrul Manthur (v.2 p.168) records the narration of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ 
ibt in which he says that the Holy Prophet <*L* 3 Up iui jl* once addressed a 
congregation of Jewish leaders that included people like Abdullah bin Suriya 
and Ka'ab bin Asad. The Holy Prophet jJL-j ibt JU> told them to fear Allah and 
accept Islam since they knew that it was the truth. They said, "O Muhammad, we 
know nothing of this." On this occasion Allah revealed the above verse telling 
them, "O you who have been given the scripture! Believe in what We have revealed, that 
verifies what is with you (the Torah Believe therein) before We (as a punishment) 
disfigure faces, turning them around (towards the nape and then it shall be flat, without 
a sign of the nose, mouth and eyes), or We curse them as We had cursed the people of the 
Sabbath" 

The Jews were ordered to revere Saturdays and prohibited from fishing on 
that day. They disobeyed the order and were transformed into monkeys, as 
explained in Surah Baqarah (verses 65/6). Allah reminds them of this shocking 
incident that occurred to their forebears, and was renowned amongst them. 
Details of this incident will also be mentioned in Surah A'raf [Surah 7, verse 163 to 
166]. 

"The decree of Allah shall come to pass. " None can thwart the decree of Allah 
when He ordains it. 

The commentators have deliberated at length about the disfiguring of faces 
referred to in this verse; whether it had already happened or whether it was still 
to occur in the future. In brief, some are of the opinion that it did not happen 
because some Jews did convert to Islam. Others say that it is still to occur to the 
Jews before judgment (Qiyamah). 

There are some who maintain that Allah mentioned two things in this verse; 
either the disfiguring of faces, or Allah's curse. Since the curse had already 
befallen them, the second option (disfiguring) will not come to pass. Others say 
that the disfiguring shall still take place in the Hereafter. 

Hakimul Ummah Sayyidina Thanwi Up &s a^j has written that there is 
nothing to prove that this disfiguring will certainly happen if they do not believe. 
The verse states only the possibility of this happening. 
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(48) Verily Allah does not forgive that polytheism (shirk) be committed, but may 
forgive all sins besides this for whom He wills. 

POLYTHEISM (SHIRK) IS AN EXTREMELY SEVERE SIN AND THE 
POLYTHEIST (MUSHRIK) WILL NOT BE FORGIVEN 

This verse makes it clear that the person committing polytheism (shirk) will 
never be pardoned by Allah if he dies in this condition. Besides this sin, Allah 
may pardon any other sin if He wills. Allah has created man, sustains him and 
sees to his every need. Despite all of this, man still seeks help from another and 
accords the type of respect reserved only for Allah to another. Even logically this 
does not make sense. It is for this reason that the Qur'an refutes polytheism 
(shirk) and warns against it in so many places. 

Assuming that a person owns something and then people say that someone 
else is also a partner, one can well imagine the reaction of the owner. He will, 
naturally, be extremely upset even though he is the temporary owner in this 
transitory life. He is neither the permanent owner, nor the creator of the thing. 

The entire creation is unable to create even a fly and are dependent totally 
on Allah. They are all fraughl with weaknesses and will eventually return to 
Him. It is, therefore, sheer foolishness that such feeble beings be made as 
partners to Allah, the Most High. 

Those who attribute children to Allah are also considered to be polytheists 
(Mushrikin),£\ich as the early Makkans who used to call the angels the daughters 
of Allah and the Christians and Jews called Sayyidina Isa fiLJ\ <Op and Sayyidina 
Uzair Up the Sons of Allah respectively . They are all destined for the eternal 
fire of Hell. 

OTHER DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) BESIDES THE MUSHRIKIN WILL 
ALSO NOT BE FORGIVEN 

This fact is explicitly mentioned in the Qur'an. In Surah Ahzab Allah says, 
"Indeed Allah had cursed the disbelievers (kuffar) and prepared for them a blazing 
inferno wherein they will abide forever and ever. They will find no friend, nor any 
helper." [Surah 33, verses 64/5] 

Allah says in Surah Nisa, "Verily those who disbelieves (kuffar) and oppress, it 
does not behove Allah to forgive them, nor to guide them to any path except the path to 
Hell wherein they will abide forever and ever. That is all too easy for Allah." [Surah 4, 
verse 168/9] 

All those people will be considered to be disbelievers (kuffar) who deny 
Allah, Islam, the Qur'an or any fundamental practice of Islam that is conclusively 
proven. So too are those who mock Islam and any of its injunctions and deny the 
finality of Prophethood of the Holy Prophet pJL^ i» J*>. 
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(49) Have you not seen those who praise themselves for purity? Allah purifies 
whomsoever He wills and does not oppress even by the amount of the string of 
a date seed.(50) See how they invent lies about Allah. That suffices as a flagrant 
sin. 

CENSURING OF THOSE JEWS WHO PRAISED THEMSELVES FOR 
PURITY 

Like the previous verses, this verse continues to describe some of the 
atrocious behaviour of the Jews. "Ruhul Ma'ani" reports from Sayyidina Hasan 
aJlp &\ that this verse was revealed with reference to the Jews and the 
Christians. Allah says in Surah Ma'idah "The Jews and the Christians say, We are 
the children of Allah and His loved ones!" [Surah 5, verse 18]. Another of their boastful 
claims was, "None shall ever enter Heaven (Jannah) except of he be a Jew or a 
Christian" [Surah Baqarah, verse 222]. 

In this way, they used to praise their piety and purity even though they 
were disbelievers (kuffar) and sinners. Therefore Allah asks if* 6ne has seen those 
who perpetrate this audacity by making claims that they are not worthy of. Their 
claims will neither save them nor grant them any benefit since Allah knows the 
condition of every heart and soul. He knows the end result of every person, so 
whoever He praises will certainly be worthy of Heaven (Jannah). Whatever 
retribution He gives will be perfectly just and He cannot oppress anyone in the 
least. 

The Arabs use the word "naqir," "fatil" and "qitmir" to describe something 
insignificant. A "naqir" is the incision on the date seed, "fatil" is the string that is 
found there (as translated in the above verse) and "qitmir" is the skin of the date 
seed. All these words appear in the Qur'an. 

"See how they invent lies about Allah" By claiming that they are the beloved of 
Allah, they are actually claiming that Allah likes disbelief (kufr)l To fulfill their 
vain desires, they slander Allah. "That suffices as a flagrant sin." 

THE NECESSITY AND IMPORTANCE OF PURIFYING THE SOUL 

It is of uur»ost importance to eradicate all evil characteristics from the soul. 

This is part of the duty of prophethood, as Allah says, " he teaches them the 

Book, wisdom and purifies them." Those who will attempt to rid themselves of 
immoral traits and evil habits according to the teachings of the Holy Prophet 

&\ have been praised by Allah. He says, "Those who are pure have indeed 
succeeded." 

Those who assume that they are pure while they are not really so, have 
perpetrated a double sin. In addition to being bad, they perpetrate the sin of 
lying when they act as if they are good. Allah says in Surah Najm, "Do not praise 
yourselves for purity. He (Allah) knows best who is pious." [Surah 53, verse 32]. 
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PROHIBITION AGAINST PRAISING ONE'S SELF 

Even if a person practices good deeds and abstains from evil, he will still be 
lacking in something. He can never know in what condition he will meet his end. 
Therefore, he cannot praise himself at all. The Holy Prophet Up it even 
disapproved when people to adopted names that seemed to praise them. 

Sayyidina Zainab bint Abi Sama ^ it narrates that her name was Barrah 
(meaning a pious woman). When Prophet ^ 3 Up 2bi J* heard of this he said, "Do 
not praise yourselves for purity for only Allah knows who is pious. Call her 
Zaynab." [Muslim v.2 p.208] 

THE PERMISSION TO SPEAK OF ALLAH'S BOUNTIES 

A person is allowed to speak of a bouhty that All&h has conferred on him. 
However, he should ensure that he is not fooling himself and that his speech is 
not merely to praise himself ; 

Sir ^1 ^ ^Jr ^1 ^ 

(51) Have you not seen those who have been given a portion of the Book, they 
believe in the idols and Devil (Shaytan) and say with regard to those who 
disbelieve that they are better guided than the believers? (52) These are the ones 
whom Allah has cursed. You shall never find a helper for those whom Allah has 
cursed. 

THE AUDACITY OF THE JEWS WHO SAID THAT POLYTHEISM 
(SHIRK) IS BETTER THAN BELIEF (IMAN) 

A narration of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas it is reported in "Lubabun 
Nuqul" (p.71) where he says that the leaders and scholars of the Jewish Banu 
Nadhir tribe once came to Makkah. The Quraish told each other to question these 
people whether their Din (religion) was better or that of Sayyidina Muhammad 
^ Up it JL> since the Jews were reputed to have the knowledge of the previous 
scriptures. 

When the Polytheists (Mushrikin) asked this question to the Jews, the Jews 
[knowing that these people were Polytheists (Mushrikin) and far away from the 
Deen of Sayyidina Ibrahim Up], replied that they [the Polytheists 

(Mushrikin)] were more rightly guided than the Holy Prophet ^ U* it and 
his followers. On this occasion, the above verse was revealed. 

The Jews were fully aware of the advent of the Holy Prophet (J-j.tJ* * Jh* 
and even awaited him anxiously. They recognised him from his description in 
their scriptures but, excluding a few, they did not accept Islam. Allah says in 
Surah Baqarah, "When that came to them which they recognised they rejected it. The 
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curse of Allah is on the disbelievers/' [Surah 2, verse 89] 

Despite not believing, the Jews even had the audacity to tell the Polytheists 
(Mushrikin) that they were better than the Muslims! When one's whims and 
obstinacy find a place in the heart of a person, it blindfolds the eyes of his heart 
and causes him to refute the truth. 

Any person with any knowledge of the previous scriptures understands 
that all the Prophet preached oneness of Allah (Tauhid) and that Belief 

(Imdn) was the worst crime any person could perpetrate. It was, therefore, only 
obstinacy that prompted them to tell the Polytheists (Mushrikin) what they did. 

THE MEANING OF "JIBT" AND "TAGHUT" 

The commentators differ with regard to the meaning of these two words 
used in this verse. Some are of the opinion that "jibt" (translated above as idols 
was the name of a particular idol and later all idols were called by that name. 
"Taghiit" (translated above as Devil "Shaytan") they mentior^ is every type of 
falsehood. Others say that "jibt" are magicians and "taghut" are the Devils 
(Shayatin). Besides these there are other opinions as well. 

The Jews by their activities seem to believe in these things instead of Allah. 
This was due only to their obstinacy and foolishness. Today this type of 
behaviour is also evident in many groups calling themselves Muslims as well. 

"These are the ones whom Allah has cursed/' i.e. They have been cast far from* 
Allah's mercy. Because of this, they remain floundering in falsehood, making 
claims that the Polytheists (Mushrikin) are better than the Muslims. 

"You shall never find a helper for those whom Allah has cursed." None shall 
assist them in the world, nor in the Hereafter when the chastisement of Allah 
overtakes them. The Ahadith also cite certain sins whereby a person, though not 
a disbeliever (kafir), will be cursed if he perpetrates them. The following are the 
sins. 

THE TEN PEOPLE CURSED WITH REGARD TO LIQUOR 

Sayyidina Anas iui ^ j narrates that the Holy Prophet (JL. 3 U*- &\ cursed 
the following persons with regard to liquor: 



1. 


The brewer. 


2. 


The one who has it brewed. 


3. 


The consumer. 


4. 


The transporter. 


5. 


The one to whom it is being transported 


6. 


The one who serves it: 


7. 


The seller. 


8. 


The one who uses the money derived therefrom 


9. 


The one who buys it. 
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10. The one for whom it is bought. [Mishkat p. 242] 

THE ONE WHO HARMS THE MUSLIMS OR PLOTS AGAINST 
THEM 

Sayyidina Abu Bakr Siddique i» reports that Prophet pi, j Up ^ 
said, "That person is accursed who harms a Muslim or plots against him." 
[Mishkat p. 428] 

THOSE WHO REFUTE TAQDIR (FATE) AND ADD TO ALLAH'S 
BOOK 

Sayyida Ayshah l^p ifo narrates that the Holy Prophet ^j^^ 1 J-^did 
say, "I have cursed six persons, and the prayer (dw'fl,) of all the Prophet are 
accepted. (They are:) 

1. T/ie one who adds to the book of Allah. 

2. The one who refutes predestination. 

3. The one who makes Lawful (Halal) those things that Allah 
has' declared Unlawful (Haram). 

4. The one who vilifies my family. 

5. The one who neglects my Sunnah. [Majma'uz Zawa'id v. 7 
p. 205] 

Although the hadith initially mentioned six persons, only five have been 
listed. It is possible that one of the scribes omitted the sixth. This hadith is also 
recorded in Mishkat (p.22) where the sixth person is the one who assumes 
authority by force so that he may honour those whom Allah had disgraced and 
he disgraces those whom Allah has honoured. 

The fifth person cited refers to the one who completely turns away from the 
Sunnah of the Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 Up &\ Jb>, and also the one who mocks at it. 
[Mirqdt] 

THOSE WHO BURN LANTERNS AT THE GRAVES 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ i»» narrates that Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ cursed 
those women who visit graves, those who prostrate to the graves and those who 
light lanterns at the graves. [Abu Dawud and-Tirmidhi] 

THOSE WHO WAIL AND THOSE WHO LISTEN TO WAILING 

Sayyidina Abu Sa'Id Khudri <up ifo reports that the Holy Prophet & J* 
|JL- j Up cursed the women who wail as well as those who listen to them. [Mishkat 
p. 151] 

THE DISOBEDIENT WIFE 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ <&i narrates that the Holy Prophet U* & 
jJL, j said, "When a woman refuses to come to the bed of her husband when he 
calls, and he spends the night angry with her, then she will be under the curse of 
the angels till the morning." [Mishkat p. 280] 
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THOSE WHO SPEAK ILL OF THE SAHAB A ^ ^ 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar i»» narrates that Prophet ^ 3 Up ib\ jl* 
said, "When you see those who speak ill of my Companion (Sahaba), tell them, 
'May Allah's curse befall you because of your evil!" [Mishkat p. 554] 

THE RECEIVER OF USURY, THE SCRIBE AND THE WITNESS 

Sayyidina Jabir «up k ^ reports that the Holy Prophet ^j^tis cursed 
the one who takes usury, the one who pays it, the one who records the 
transaction and those who are witness to it. He mentioned that they all share 
equally in the sin. [Mishkat p. 244] 

Another narration states that Prophet ^ Up in cursed the giver of 
interest, the receiver, the tattooist, the one on whom the tattoo is drawn and 
those who make pictures. [Mishkat] 

THE GIVER AND RECEIVER OF A BRIBE 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar &\ ^ reports that the Holy Prophet 
(J-j Up cursed those who gave bribes and those who accepted them. [Mishkat p 
226] 

According to a narration of Sayyidina Thauban «up &\ ^» j f the Holy Prophet 
^ 3 Up &\ cursed the giver of a bribe, the receiver, as well the one who is the 
intermediary between the two. [Mishkat] 

THOSE WHO STOCKPILE GRAINS AT THE TIME OF NECESSITY 

Sayyidina Umar <up iui ^ reports that <X> 3 Up 2bi JU> said, "That person will 
be sustained by Allah who goes out of town to acquire grain for people (by 
virtue of which the people receive their staple diet). That person is accursed who 
stockpiles grain (at the time of necessity awaiting an increase in price so that he 
can earn a higher profit)." [Mishkat p. 251] 

THOSE WHO MAKE A LIVING CREATURE THEIR TARGET 

Sayyidina Ibn Umar <up ibt ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up A\ 
cursed those who make a living creature their target (in shooting practice) 
[Mishkat p. 357]. It is also forbidden to use live bait when fishing. 

THOSE WHO IMITATE THE BEHAVIOUR OF THE OPPOSITE 
GENDER 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up ibi ^ reports from the Holy Prophet Up 2b% 
that Allah curses those women who imitate men and those men who imitate 
women. [Mishkat p. 380] 

According to another narration of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas. &\ ^ Jf the Holy 
Prophet fL-j Up &\ cursed effeminate men and those women who imitated 
men, instructing that people do not allow them in their homes. [Ibid] 

These Ahadith report curses upon those people who attempt to alter their 
natural appearance so as to emulate another sex. However, those people who are 
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born as hermaphrodites are not cursed because they have no choice in the 
matter. 

All people are accursed who have sex change operations, or imitate the 
opposite sex in their dressing e.g. men who grow ponytails or who wear 
feminine clothes. It is a serious sin to allow such people into one's home. 

THOSE WHO IMITATE THE DRESS OF THE OPPOSITE GENDER 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ i»t ^ j narrates that the Holy Prophet Up &\ 
jJL- j cursed those men who dress like women and those women who dress like 
men. [Mishkat p. 383] 

THOSE WHO PERPETRATE SODOMY 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah <up &\ ^ j reports that the Holy Prophet Up ^ "JU 
jJL- j said, "That person is accursed who gratifies himself through the back 
passage of his wife." [Mishkat p. 276] 

It is reported in the "Musnad of Ahmad" (v. 1 p. 309) that Prophet Up & JU 
^1*- j thrice repeated Allah' s curse upon those people who indulge in the act of 
the nation of Lut fiLJ\ Up (sodomy). 

In (v.l p. 317) of the same book, that person is also cursed who gratifies his 
sexual lust with an animal. 

THOSE WHO TRANSPLANT HUMAN HAIR AND WHO DRAW 
TATTOOS 

Sayyidina Ibn Umar & narrates that the Holy Prophet p-L^ Up iui 
undoubtedly cursed the woman who transplants hair onto another, as well as 
that woman who has hair transplanted onto herself. He also cursed the person 
who draws tattoos and the one on whom a tattoo is drawn. [Targhib v.2 p. 120] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud &» reported that the Holy Prophet 
jjL.^ Up &\ Ju* cursed the tattooist, the one on whom a tattoo is made, those who 
pluck their eyebrows and those women who have their teeth filed thin (creating 
gaps between) to beautify themselves; since all of these seek to alter Allah's 
creation. [Targhib v.3 p. 120] 

NOT DISCLOSING DEFECTIVE GOODS 

Sayyidina Wathila ^ &\ reports that he heard the Holy Prophet Up 4>» J<* 
jJL-j say, "Allah and His angels will continue cursing the person who sells a 
defective item without disclosing the defect to the buyer." [Mishkat p. 249] 

THOSE WHO SLAUGHTER IN THE NAME OF ANOTHER BESIDES 
ALLAH, AND THOSE WHO STEAL PROPERTY 

Sayyidina Ali & reports that Prophet ^JL-j Up ifci said, "Allah's 
curse be on those who slaughter in the name of another beside Allah. Allah's 
curse be on those who steal the markings that designate property boundaries. 
Allah's curse be on those who curse their fathers. Allah's curse be on those who 
grant refuge to people who create innovations (in Islam, be it a belief or 
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practice). " [Muslim v. 2 p. 160] 

One of the people cursed in the above hadith is he who destroys, steals or 
alters those markings that separate peoples' properties. By doing this, they 
include the property of others into their own, thereby acquiring larger tracts of 
land. It is totally Unlawful (Haram) to usurp the land of others by this, or any 
other means e.g. altering plans, etc. 

LOOKING AT A PERSON WHO IS NOT A MAHRAM 

Sayyidina Hasan Basri aJlc &\ reports that the hadith reached his ears in 
which the Holy Prophet ^ j Up it said, "Allah's curse be on the person who 
looks and the one who is looked at." [Mishkat p. 270] 

This hadith includes numerous rulings. It expounds the general rule that 
every evil gaze is Unlawful (Haram). Not only is the person casting the gaze 
sinful, but every person (male or female) is sinful who # intentionally places 
himself/ herself upon such a pedestal where others cast evil glances at them. 
Therefore, those who expose any part of their body (that ought to be concealed) 
to another will fall under the curse of Allah. 

CHANGING ONE'S PARENTAGE 

Sayyidina Amr bin Kharija i»i narrates that the Holy Prophet ^ i» 
jJL. j said, "The curse of Allah, His angels and mankind are on the person who 
calls another person his father (besides his real father) and the slave who calls 
another person his master (besides his real master). Allah will not accept any 
obligation (Fardh) or optional (Nafl) actions from them." [Ahmad vA p. 187] 

This hadith serves as a warning to those who wish to alter their lineage by 
claiming to belong to a family of a higher social standing. This hadith also refers 
to those slaves who, after having being set free, attribute their emancipation to 
another person. 

THE "MUHALLIL" AND "MUHALLAL LAHU" 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud <up 2bi ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet 
Up h cursed the "Muhallil" and the person for whom the woman was made 
Lawful (Halal). [Mishkat p. 284] 

The Shari'ah dislikes divorce. However, if divorce has to be pronounced, it 
should be by means of a single revocable divorce. If a person pronounced three 
divorces (be they separate or all at once) he will only be allowed to remarry his 
wife after she passes her Iddah, consummates a marriage to another man, and 
then passes a second Iddah. 

It often occurs that people are especially appointed to marry women whose 
husbands have issued three divorces. They marry these women with the explicit 
instruction to divorce them once the marriage has been consummated so that she 
may be remarried to her former husband. The man who marries the divorced 
woman (so that she may be later remarried to her former husband) is called the 
"Muhallil". The former husband is called the "Muhallal Lahu" (for whom the 
action is being done). 
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The Holy Prophet Up cursed both these people because the 

intention behind the MuhalhTs marriage is eventual separation which is contrary 
to the Shar'i reason for marriage. 

MISLEADING A BLIND PERSON AND CAUSING DIFFICULTY TO 
PARENTS 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas -up ifct narrates that the Holy Prophet ^L- j iu» JU 
said, " Allah's curse be upon the person who alters boundary markers. Allah's 
curse be upon the person who misleads a blind man. Allah's curse be upon the 
person who causes difficulty to his parents." [Ahmad v.l p.3 17] 

THE SLAVES OF MONEY 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah ^ k said that the Holy Prophet ^L^.ii^u 
cursed the slave of the Dinar {gold coin) and the slave of the Dirham {silver coin). 
[Mishkat p. 441] 

This hadith depicts a worldly person. Everyone needs to earn a living to buy 
the things of the world and are constrained to do so. There is no harm if a person 
earns Lawful (Haldl) sustenance. In fact, this action holds great rewards. The 
person who becomes enslaved to his wealth and ignores what is Halal falls 
under the curse of the Holy Prophet (JL, j 4J* ibi J^. Such people do not care where 
their earnings come from, are heedless of their parents, children, and the 
injunctions of Allah. Their only concern is the acquisition of worldly assets. 

According to another hadith, the Holy Prophet jJL. j <ls- ii said, "May the 
slaves of the Dinar, slaves of the Dirham, and slaves of cloth be destroyed. If they 
are given soihe of it, they are pleased and if it is withheld from them, they 
become displeased. May such a person be destroyed and may he fall headlong. If 
he is pricked by a thorn, may Allah make it that it is never removed." [Mishkat 
p.439] 

The above are but a few Ahadith concerning people who have incurred the 
curses of Allah and His noble Prophet (JL- 3 Up &\ JL*. There are many others to be 
found in the books of Ahadith. 




(53) Of Mo they have a share in the Sovereignty? In that case they would not even 
give people an iota thereof. (54) Or are they jealous of mankind because of what 
Allah has given them of His bounty? Indeed We conferred on the family of 
Ibrahim the Book and wisdom and We had given them a mighty kingdom. (55) 
Of them were those who believed therein and those who turned away there 
from. Hell (Jahanman) is sufficient as a smouldering inferno. 
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THE JEWS ARE CONSUMED WITH HATRED AND JEALOUSY 

It is narrated in "Lubabun Nuqul" (p. 71) that the People of the Book said, 
"Muhammad says that whatever he has been given is due to humility. However, 
his only objective in marrying nine wives is marriage itself and he only wants 
that none should be a greater king than he!" It was on this occasion that the 
above verses were revealed. 

The Jews were never prepared to accept the truth and always sought to raise 
objections against Islam. When they found nothing to object to, they criticised the 
numerous marriages of the Holy Prophet ^ Up iin JU. A prophet of Allah 
cannot contravene Allah's commandments nor can he mislead others. It is 
therefore obvious that any objections raised against a prophet of Allah is, in fact, 
an objection raised against Allah Himself. (If a prophet is considered to be sinful 
then, Allah forbid, it would mean that Allah chose a sinner to guide others.) 

Allah says in these verses that these Jews possess nothing of substance. 
Even if they had anything, they would not even part with a "Naqir" (the slit on a 
date stone). They give nothing and are jealous of what others have. Neither do 
jealous people achieve anything by their behaviour nor does the person they are 
jealous of lose what he has. The worst consequence of jealousy is that it shows 
that a person is unhappy with the decree of Allah. 

"Indeed We conferred on the family of Ibrahim the Book and wisdom and We had 
given them a mighty kingdom." Allah makes mention of the family of Ibrahim 
because the Jews were well acquainted with him. "The family of Ibrahim" refers 
to Sayyidina Dawud fiLJ\ Up. Allah had conferred on him the Zabur and granted 
him and his son Sayyidina Sulayman Up "a mighty kingdom". 

It is reported in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l p. 442) that Sayyidina Sulayman Up. 
<v>LJi had 1300 wives and Sayyidina Dawud <v>LJ\ Up had 100. Just as they were 
from the family of Sayyidina Ibrahim (OLJi Up, so too was Sayyidina Muhammad 
pL-j Up JL*. Therefore, it would be incorrect to object to his marriages. 

Allah says in Surah Ra'd, "Verily, We have sent many messengers before you and 
We granted them wives and -progenies" [Surah 14, verse 38]. Allah confers His bounties 
upon whom He pleases and none has the authority to object. Similarly Allah 
reserves the right to legalise something for whom He pleases. To express 
displeasure at the decree of Allah is tantamount to disbelief (kufr). According to 
the Qur'an, Allah restricted the wives of the Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 Up iui JUto nine 
and that of his Ummah to four. 

"Of them were those who believed therein and those who turned away there from." 
The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that this verse offers solace to the Holy 
Prophet fJL* j Up & JU». It informs him that just as people in former times rejected 
the teachings of their prophets, there will be those who will reject his teachings 
as well. He should not grow despondent over their disbelief. Soon they will meet 
their inevitable doom, as Allah concludes by saying, "Hell is sufficient as a 
smouldering inferno. " 
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(56) Indeed those who disbelieve in our revelation We shall soon enter them 
into a ferocious fire. Whenever their skins melt away, We shall exchange them 
for fresh skins so that they may taste the torment. Undoubtedly Allah is Mighty, 
The Wise. (57) As for those who believe and do righteous deeds We shall enter 
them into gardens beneath which rivers flow to dwell therein forever and ever. 
Therein they shall have pure spouses, and We shall enter them into abundant 
shade. 

THE INMATES OF HELL SHALL HAVE THEIR SKINS 
FREQUENTLY CHANGED WHILE THE INHABITANTS OF HEAVEN 
(JANNAH) SHALL REJOICE 

The above verses describe the plight of the disbelievers (kuffar) as well as the 
good fortune of the Believers (Mu'minin). The fire of Hell shall be severe indeed, 
as Allah says in Surah ATa, "He shall enter a grand fire." [Surah 87, verse 12] 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira ^ 2bi narrates that the Holy Prophet^ 3 4* & 
said, "The fire you see in this world is merely a 70th part of the fire of Hell" Someone 
remarked, "O the Holy Prophet ^ 4* 2bi JU, the fire of this world is more than 
sufficient." the Holy Prophet ^ *A* & J* replied, "The fire of Hell (Jahannam) 
has been intensified a further 69 times, each being as intense as the fire of the 
world." [Bukhari v.l pA62] 

This verse gives some detail of the torment which people suffer in Hell. 
Every time their skins are scorched by the flames, they will be given new skins so 
that the suffering is renewed. This punishment will go on for eternity, as Allah 
says in Surah A'la (Surah 87, verse 23), "He shall not die therein, neither shall he live" 
(i.e. The existence of people in Hell cannot be called a life.) 

"Undoubtedly Allah is Mighty, The Wise" None shall be able to avail another 
from Allah's chastisement. Every punishment will be according to His infinite 
wisdom. 

After discussing the plight of the disbelievers (kuffar), Allah speaks of those 
who will enter Heaven (Jannah). "As for those who believe and do righteous 
deeds, We shall enter them into gardens beneath which rivers flow to dwell 
therein forever and ever. Therein they shall have pure spouses..." Their spouses 
shall be free of impurity, disease and evil dispositions. There will be no cause for 
repulsion. 

" and We shall enter them into abundant shade" This means that the gardens 

will be flourishing, thus providing abundant shade. It often occurs in this world 
that some sunlight penetrates even the densest foliage. In Heaven (Jannah), 
however, this will not be the case. 
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(58) Verily Allah instructs you to restore trusts to their rightful owners and that 
you judge between people with justice. Indeed Allah offers you the best of 
advice. Surely Allah is All Hearing, All Seeing. 

i 

RESTORATION OF TRUST AND JUSTICE 

Commentators have reported that when Makkah was conquered, the Holy 
Prophet jJL.^ Up i»i took the keys of the Ka'ba from Sayyidina Uthman bin 
Talha Hajabi. (The keys to the Ka'ba remained with his family for many 
generations. The task of opening and locking the Ka'ba is termed "Sadanatul 
Bayt".) 

The Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 Up As Ju* performed Salah in the Ka'ba. When he 
emerged from the Ka'ba, Sayyidina Ali &\ requested that the keys be given 
to him so that the Banu Hashim may have the honour of being entrusted with 
"Siqayatul Haj" (providing water for the pilgrims) as well as "Sadanatul Bait". 
According to other narrations, Sayyidina Abbas bin Abdul Mutallib <up &\ ^ 
made this request. The Holy Prophet ^ 3 U* i» JU did not give the key to either 
of them. 

When the Holy Prophet (JL, 3 Up &\ JU? emerged from the Ka'ba he recited the 
verse, "Verily Allah instructs you to restore trusts to their rightful owners." According 
to the instruction of Allah the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ ju> handed the keys back 
to Sayyidina Uthman bin Abi Talha .ifo saying, "O Banu Talha take the keys 
as a trust from Allah and none except an oppressor shall take it from you. 

According to another narration, Prophet jJL^ Up i»\ told them, "O Banu 
Talha, keep the keys forever as a legacy." The keys to the Ka'ba remain with this 
family to this day and the custodian is referred to by the people of Makkah as 
"Shaybi". 

The above incident is reported in "Durrul Manthur" (v.2 p.174), 'Tbn Kathir" 
(v.l p.515) and " Asbabun Nuzul" (p. 15 1). 

Restoration of trusts has been instructed in numerous verses of the Qur'an 
that warn against misappropriation. In Surah Anfal, Allah says, "O you who 
believe, do not betray Allah and the messenger and do not knowingly betray your mutual 
trusts." [Surah 8, verse 27] 

Allah says in Surah Yusuf, "Most certainly Allah does not guide the plans of the 
betrayers." [Surah 12, verse 52] 

Allah declares in Surah Anfal, "Verily Allah does not like the bet rayers." [Surah 
12, verse 58] 

He says in Surah Hajj, "indeed Allah dislikes every ungrateful betrayer." [Surah 
22, verse 38] 

Describing the good Believers (Mu'minln), Allah saysjn Surah Ma'arij, 'And 
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those who give due regard to trusts and their pledges." [Surah 70, verse 32] 

AN EXPLANATION OF TRUSTS 

All the above verses mention trusts in the broad sense. These refer to all 
types of trusts including those that a person owes to Allah in terms of Salah, 
Zakah, fasting, oaths, etc. Whether a person fulfills these or neglects them, none 
is really aware of his action. Then there also the rights that man owes to his 
fellow humans. These are referred to as "Huququl Ibad" and it is obligatory that 
they also be fulfilled. These include properties placed in one's trust, the debts 
owed to others and all those things that a person may have acquired from 
another in an illegal manner. Whether the other- person is aware of the rights 
owed to him or not, it is of paramount importance that these be fulfilled. 

Those people who have attained high-ranking positions in government and 
other official posts need also regard their positions as trusts. They should never 
betray the public in these tasks. In a similar manner, other people are also vested 
with certain trusts that they have to fulfill e.g. the husband, wife, business 
partners, travelling companions, parents, children, etc. They are all required to 
fulfill their obligations to whom they are due. If they are found lacking in this, 
they will have to answer to Allah on the Day of judgment (Qiyamah). 

Allah says in Surah Baqarah, "If any of you place a trust with another, then the 
one in whom the trust is placed should fulfill the trust and fear Allah his Lord." [Surah 2, 
verse 283] 

TRUSTWORTHINESS IS A REQUISITE OF BELIEF (IMAN) 

Sayyidina Anas &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet pl^ U* & often 
told them that the person who is not trustworthy has no Iman and the one who 
does not fulfill a promise has no Din (religion). [Mishkat p. 15] 

The Holy Prophet ^ ^ ^ said that the hypocrite has three 
characteristics even though he performs Salah, fasts and he considers himself to 
be a Muslim. These are: 

1. When he speaks he lies. 

2. When he makes a promise, he does not fulfill it. 

3. When he is entrusted with something, he misappropriates it. 
[Muslim v.l p. 56] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Amr kp ibt ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet h 
jJL. j Up said, "The person in whom four traits are found is a pure hypocrite. If one 
of these traits are found in a person, then he is guilty of a trait of hypocrisy as 
long as he does not rid himself of it. (These are) (1) He misappropriates trusts, (2) 
he lies, (3) he breaks his promises and (4) he swears when involved in a dispute." 
[Bukhariv.l p.10] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Amr & reports that the Holy Prophet & J^> 
^ Up said, "When you are blessed with four qualities it matters not if you have 
nothing of this world (viz.) (1) Safeguarding trusts, (2) trustworthiness, (3) good 
character and (4) pure sustenance." [Ahmad and Bayhaqi] 
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It is reported in the Mu'atta of Imam Malik & that a person asked 
Sayyidina Luqman, the wise, how he reached the mantle of knowledge and 
virtue. He replied, "Truthfulness, fulfillment of trusts and abstinence from vain 
talks. These three things have placed me on this pedestal." [Mishkat p. 445] 

TRUST WORTHINESS IN HANDLING THE FUNDS OF 
INSTITUTIONS 

Many people are entrusted with public funds. These include kings, rulers, 
guardians of minor children, trustees of Mosque (Masjid)s, principals of schools, 
ministers of finance, those who find lost property and many others holding 
official posts. All of these people are charged with the protection of these funds 
and should not misappropriate them. In this world, they accept these funds with 
open arms but will soon have to face the grievous consequences of the Hereafter 
should they breach this trust. 

Sayyidina Abu Dharr i»i ^ j once requested the Holy Prophet ^ &\ JU> 
1*1- j to appoint him to an official post. The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 &\ JU> placed his 
hand on him and said, "O Abu Dharr you are weak. Indeed this is a great trust 
and responsibility. Without doubt, on the Day of judgment (Qiyamah) it will be a 
cause of disgrace and remorse except for that person who accepted it truthfully 
and fulfillled its responsibilities." 

According to another narration, The Holy Prophet jJL, 3 <±s> &\ jL^told him, "O 
Abu Dharr! I think you are unsuitable for the task. I prefer for you what I prefer 
for myself, so never assume leadership of even two persons and do not be 
custodian to the wealth of orphans." [Muslim] 

IT IS A BREACH OF TRUST TO APPOINT AN INCOMPETENT 
PERSON TO A POST 

In today's times, many people are appointed to posts for which they are not 
suited. Since these posts are trusts, it will be criminal to confer these to sinners, 
irreligious and tyrannical people. Those who are given these posts should first be 
assessed whether they are aware of the Shari'afi or not. It is unfortunate that 
Muslim leaders do not give this matter priority when granting portfolios. Instead 
they assign these positions to those who are either their relatives or people who 
are members of their party. 

By acting in this way, the welfare of the public is not given consideration. 
They choose candidates by virtue of their inclinations and the masses have to 
bear the brunt of their foolish decisions. 

Sayyidina Abu Bakr ^ &\ reports that the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 «uU i»i JL* 
said, "Allah's curse shall be on the person who is entrusted with the affairs of the 
Muslims and then appoints someone to a post on the grounds of relationship. No 
obligatory (Fardh), nor optional (Nafl) action of his will be accepted until Allah 
enters him into the fire of Hell." [Targhib p. 179] 

Politicians make many promises to the public but when they are elected, 
they not only forget these promises, but oppress the people. They overlook the 
guidance of the Holy Prophet pL>j Up &\ JU. 
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Sayyidina Ma'qal bin Yasar i» ^ narrates that Holy Prophet up & 
^ 3 said, "Allah forbids Heaven (Jannah) to the person who, after having being 
appointed to a position of authority over the Muslims, dies after having breached 
their trust" 

According to another narration, Prophet ^ 3 4* & J-* said, "The person 
who, after having being appointed to a position over a people, did not see to 
-their welfare, will never smell the fragrance of Heaven (Jannah)." [Bukhari v. 2 
p.105819] 

Sayyidina Sa'id -up &\ reports that the Holy Prophet ^ 3 4* & J-^said, 
"Every deceiver shall have a flag in his rear on the Day of judgment (Qiyamah) in 
proportion to his deception. Behold! There is none more deceptive than the 
leader of the masses (who deceives his subjects)." 

TO ACCEPT A FULL SALARY FOR WORK NOT COMPLETED 
CONSTITUTES A BREACH OF TRUST 

Those people will be considered to have breached a trust who accept their 
full salaries when their work was left incomplete or they did not complete their 
working hours. In the same way, the person who accepts bribes and, instead of 
doing what he was supposed to have done, rather does the work of the person 
who gives the bribe, then he is also considered to be breaching a trust. The bribe 
is Unlawful (Haram) and so is a part of his salary, since he is not fulfilling the task 
he is being paid to carry out. 

In reality, the quality of trustworthiness is one of extreme importance and 
forms an integral part of Belief (Iman). It does not only pertain to money matters, 
but to all other aspects of life as well. 

GATHERINGS ARE ALSO A TRUST. 

The Holy Prophet ^ 4* & mentioned that gatherings are also trusts 
[Abu Dawud]. This means that whatever is discussed at a gathering should not be 
passed onto those outside. Doing so constitutes a breach of trust and is contrary 
to the demands of trustworthiness. 

Matters discussed at a meeting may be passed on to others only if it 
consisted of such talks whereby another person may be harmed e.g. if a murder 
or a robbery was plotted. Such exceptions have been mentioned in the Ahadith. 

Prophet fL-j Up ibi is reported to have said, "When a person looks around 
after saying something (to ensure that no one else heard), then it should be 
understood that his speech is a trust" [Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud]. Therefore, the 
person being addressed should not tell others what was said. 

GIVING ADVICE IS A TRUST 

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah it narrates that the Holy Prophet & 
<JL-j said, "The person from whom advice is sought is trusted." Such a person 
should therefore advise what he himself would desire in that particular situation. 

In another narration of Sayyidina Abu Hurairah i»\ ^ Jf Prophet 
fJL-j said, "The person who advises another knowing that the advice is not the 



Surah An-Nisa 4: 58 



579 



Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 



best, then he has breached a trust of the person asking for the advice/ 7 [Abu 
Dawud] 

TO LOOK INTO ANOTHER PERSON'S HOUSE WITHOUT HIS 
PERMISSION IS A BREACH OF TRUST 

The Holy Prophet ,JL,j Up. it JL* said that the following three things are not 
permissible for anyone. 

1. For a leader of a congregation to pray only for himself without 
considering them. Doing so is a breach of trust. 

2. To look, into someone's house without their permission. This is 
breaching the trust of the people of the house. 

3. To suppress the need to relieve oneself while performing Salah. 
A person should first relieve himself and then perform salah. 
[Mishkat p. 92] 

THE INSTRUCTION TO BE JUST 

" and that you judge between people with justice/' Islam has laid great 

emphasis on the aspect of justice and those who uphold it have been given the 
glad tidings of elevated ranks. The contrary has been mentioned with regard to 
those who practise injustice. Justice entails passing Judgment in accordance with 
the injunctions taught by Allah and His Prophet pJL^ 4^ iut l5 U. 

PASSING JUDGMENT CONTRARY TO THE TEACHINGS OF THE 
QUR'AN AND HADITH 

The legislation passed by man is usually contradictory to the teachings of 
Allah and this is injustice even though people may consider it to be just. All laws 
should be in accordance to that which Allah prescribes, whether it be with regard 
to capital punishment, commerce, marriage, divorce, politics, domestic life and 
every other sphere of life. 

Allah says in Surah Ma'idah, "The one who does not judge by that which Allah 
revealed, then those are the unjust ones indeed" [Surah 5, verse 45] It is unfortunate that 
even the people in the Muslim states are not prepared to accept Islamic 
legislation. 

Allah says in Surah Ma'idah, "Do they seek the law of ignorance? Who is better 
than Allah to decide for the people with conviction?" [Surah 5, verse 50] 

INJUSTICE DRAWS CALAMITIES 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar Ai narrates that the Holy Prophet A» 
pJL-j told them, "What will be your condition when five things enter you? I 
seek refuge with Allah that these five things should ever enter you." He then 
proceeded to enumerate: 

1. When fornication becomes widespread in a nation, plagues will 
overcome them and such diseases will spread, the like thereof 
their forefathers have will have never experienced before. 
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2. Those who refuse to pay zakah will be deprived of rain. If it 
were not for the animals, Allah would not send clown a single 
drop. 

3. Those who decrease in weight and measure will he afflicted 
with droughts, suffer hard labour and the oppression of 
tyrants. 

4. The nation whose leaders pass Judgment contrary to what 
Allah has revealed, then Allah will allow an enemy to 
overpower them. Then this enemy will take control of that 
which they controlled. 

5. Allah will cause those people to fight who discard Allah's book, 
and the Sunnah of His Prophet r L*j 2b t [Targhib v. 3 p. 
140] 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ ibi is reported to have said that when a nation 
begins to breach trusts, then Allah casts terror into their hearts. When they begin 
to cheat in weight and measure, their sustenance is curtailed. Bloodshed will be 
rife among those who judge unjustly, and the enemy will gain the upper hand on 
those who break their pledges. [Mu'atta of Scholar (Imam) Maalik <^ Xui 

Justice Cannot Be Practiced Without piety (Taqwa). 

Justice can be had only when people fear Allah, desire to follow the truth, 
have knowledge of the Qur'an and Ahadith and see all as equal before them. The 
Holy Prophet jJL. 5 4* & Ju* has mentioned, "Judge between people as you would 
judge between yourselves." [Mishkat p. 322] This means that just as one desires to 
be judged with justice, so too should one judge between others. 

Nowadays Judgment is passed in favour of those whom one has an 
association with. There awaits a terrible punishment in the Hereafter for those 
who pass unjust judgments and assist the oppressors. By acting in this manner, 
those people who have rightful claims are deprived of their rights and only those 
people benefit who are able to offer the largest bribes. These things seem rosy in 
this world and people are unmindful of the terrible consequences these actions 
will bring in the Hereafter. 

GLAD TIDINGS FOR THE JUST ONES AND DESTRUCTION FOR 
THE UNJUST 

Sayyidina Barira <up it ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet *ip & said, 
"Judges are of three types. One will go to Heaven (Jannah) and the other two will 
go to Hell. The one to enter Heaven (Jannah) is he who recognised the truth and 
passed Judgment accordingly. The one who recognises the truth and was the 
unjust, he will enter Hell. The other passes Judgment in ignorance (not being able 
to discern the truth from falsehood), he will also enter into Hell." [Targhib v.3 
p.156] 

Of those who will be in the shade of Allah's throne on the day when there 
shall be no shade except His, the first mentioned is the just ruler. [Bukhari v.l p. 191] 

Prophet (JL. 3 Up i»i also mentioned that the people of Heaven (Jannah) are 
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of three categories viz. 

1. Those leaders who are just and have been inspired to do good. 

2. Those who are soft hearted and merciful to all Muslims. 

3. Those who, despite having families and children, abstain from 
asking from others. [Targhib v. 3 p. 167] 

Sayyidina Abu Sa'id Khudri &\ ^ reports that the Holy Prophet Up ifct 
fL. 3 said, "The just ruler will the most beloved and closest to Allah on the day of 
judgment (Qiyamah). The most abhorred and distant from Allah on that day will 
be the oppressive ruler." [Ibid] 

The Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up 2bi is reported to have said, "The person who is 
appointed to judge between people has been slaughtered without a knife." 
[Mishkat p. 324] 

The responsibility is indeed weighty and those appointed are generally 
negligent of their obligation. The consequences of being unjust are great and the 
punishment should be understood as if one is being slaughtered without a knife 
(i.e. with a blunt object). The pain is nothing less than excruciating. 

WORD OF ADVICE TO RULERS 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ifci ^ reports that the Holy Prophet JL* 
r-L^ Up &\ said, "The ruler who passed judgement between people will be 
summoned on the day of judgment (Qiyamah) and placed at the edge of Hell. If 
the order is given that he be pushed, he will be flung down and will continue to 
fall to its depths for 70 years." [Targhib v.3 p.173] 

Sayyidah Ayshah & narrates that Prophet Up h ju said, "On the 
$ay of judgment (Qiyamah) the hour will dawn upon even the just judge when, 
because of the intense reckoning, he will wish that he had never even passed 
Judgment to settle a case concerning even a single date." [Targhib v.3 p. 157] 

WHO SHOULD BE APPOINTED AS JUDGE? 

The question may arise that if the warnings for being a judge are so severe, 
who will assume the responsibility? The answer is that he should be a person 
who is learned in the Qur'an, Sunnah and the principles of Shari'ah, passing 
Judgment in accordance to these. He must also practise the Shari'ah and 
encourage others to do the same. Such a person will, Insha Allah, be successful. 

How is he to be found? He should be the person who does not desire the 
responsibility, nor does he apply for it. He should not desire the intercession of 
others, nor offer bribes to acquire this post. This is the type of person worthy of 
the post. 

Sayyidina Anas **> &\ ^ narrates that Prophet ^ Up &\ said, "The 
person who desires the post of a judge and requests others to intercede on his 
behalf (so that he may attain the post), will be left to himself (he will not be 
assisted by Allah and any decision he makes will be at his own peril). However, 
the person who is forced to accept the post of a judge, Allah will dispatch an 
angel to guide him in his tasks." [Targhib v.3 p.162] 
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This hadith prohibits the appointment of that person who is desirous of the 
post. His desire indicates that his only concern is the wealth and fame that go 
with the office and when he passes Judgment, it will be to fulfill his own ends. 
On the other hand, the person who is apprehensive of the task at hand will be 
just as cautious when he is appointed to the office. 

If this golden principle is applied, it will eradicate many of the injustices 
perpetrated in our times. Nowadays many people study for the positions of 
magistrates with the notion in mind that once they acquire their degrees, they 
will soon have to secure recommendations and perhaps even bribe some people 
to attain their offices. The entire system of appointment is based upon this cycle, 
so that all involved adhere to it. No consideration is given to whether the person 
has any knowledge of the Qur'an or the hadith, nor whether he possesses any 
taqwa or not. 

The disbelievers (kuffar) have instituted the unjust system whereby an 
oppressed person can never have a hearing until he is able to afford the 
exorbitant legal costs. Thereafter an appeal has to be made, where after the case 
will be heard only after the person passes through a lengthy process of delayed 
and postponed dates of hearing. It is indeed unfortunate that everyone has 
grown accustomed to this unjust system and are being paid to uphold it. 

THERE IS ONLY GOOD IN ACCEPTING THE ADVICE OF ALLAH 

"Indeed Allah offers you the best advice. Surely Allah is All Hearing, All Seeing." 
The injunctions of Allah are replete with good. A person can only benefit by 
practising on them and these will assure him comfort in both the worlds. On the 
other hand, the person who does not abide by these will meet his inevitable 
doom because nothing goes unnoticed by Allah, Who sees and hears everything. 
These verses contain stern warnings against all those who pass Judgment 
unjustly and those who allow the reigns of Judgment to fall into the hands of 
incompetent, oppressive consumers of bribes. 




(59) O you who believe, obey Allah, obey the messenger and those in authority 
from among you. If you fall into dispute regarding a matter, then refer it to 
Allah and the messenger if you believe in Allah and the Last Day. This is best 
and more seemly in the end. 

THE INSTRUCTION TO OBEY ALLAH, HIS MESSENGER & ^ 
A* j AND THOSE IN AUTHORITY, AND THE INJUNCTION TO 
DECIDE DISPUTES BY THE QUR'AN AND THE SUNN AH 

It is reported in " Asbabun Nuzul" ip.152) and "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.5 p.65) that 
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Prophet (JL- j Up ibi once dispatched Sayyidina Khalid bin Walid ifo as 
the leader of an expedition. Without the consent of Sayyidina Khalid &\ ^ Jf 
Sayyidina Amar bin Yasir &\ took one of the enemy under his protection. 
On learning about this, Sayyidina Khalid ito became upset as he was not 
consulted in this matter. When it was reported to the Holy Prophet <JL- 3 Up &\ ju, 
he consented to the action of Sayyidina Amar -up i» but warned him never to 
act without the permission of the leader. The two companions were thus 
reconciled. 

Although the above incident was the specific reason for the revelation of 
this verse, the context is general and applies to all Muslims. All Muslims are 
instructed to obey the orders of those who are appointed above them. Thereafter 
Allah advises that all contentious issues be resolved by the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah of the Holy Prophet jJL, j Up ito JU* This matter is discussed many times in 
the Qur'an. Allah, as the Lord of the universe had sent His Prophet ^Upi 
and the Qur'an as a guide to mankind. Every person should abide by these two 
codes of law. 

Together with obedience to Allah and the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up ibi JU, Allah 
specifically instructs the Muslims to obey their leaders irrespective of the titles 
they hold. By conforming to this, the Ummah will remain united, thereby 
remaining a force to be reckoned with. By disobeying their leaders, the Muslims 
will fall into wrangling and disputes. Obedience to one's leaders constitutes 
obedience to Allah and a person will be greatly rewarded for it. 

The Holy Prophet Up &\ is reported to have said, "Whoever obeys 
me has obeyed Allah and whoever disobeys me has disobeyed Allah. Whoever 
obeys his leader has obeyed me and whoever disobeys his leader has disobeyed 
me." ["Ma'alimut Tanzll" v.l p.444] 

THERE IS NO NEED TO OBEY THAT ORDER WHICH 
CONSTITUTES DISOBEDIENCE TO ALLAH 

Sayyidah Ummul Hasin i» narrates that the Holy Prophet Up iui 
jJL- j said, "Obey and listen to the leader who instructs you according to the Book 
of Allah even though his nose and ears may be cut off." [Muslim v.l p. 125] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar ii reports that the Holy Prophet 2b% JU* 
(JL-j Up said, "A Muslim is obliged to obey whether he likes it or not, as long as 
the instruction is not sinful. When he is instructed to commit a sin, there is no 
need for obedience." [Bukhari v.l p.1057] 

Sayyidina Ali i»» reports that the Holy Prophet jJU 3 Up jbi JL* told 
them, "There is no obedience for sin. Obedience is reserved for good deeds." 
[Mishkatp.319] 

Nowadays people in authority are under the misconception that their orders 
should be complied with, irrespective of whether they are in accordance with the 
Shari'ah or not. They are not only disobeying Allah but are making others do the 
same. When they wish to enforce any unjust law or make themselves heard, they 
quote the above verse in their support. In this way, they attempt to win the 
favour of the masses but, at the same time, they forget the clear instruction of the 
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Holy Prophet Up &\ that obedience is not for sinful actions. 

Sayyidina Ali iut is reported to have said that it is incumbent upon the 
leader of the Muslims to rule according to Allah's injunctions and to fulfill His 
trust. As long as he does this, it is binding upon the masses to obey him. 
["Ma'alimut Tanzil" v. 1 p.444] 

WHO ARE "THOSE IN AUTHORITY"? 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira <up &\ ^> Jf Sayyidina Ibn Abbas -up & and 
Sayyidina Jabir <up &\ mentioned that, "those in authority" refers to the jurists 
and Scholars (Ulama), i.e. those people who teach the laws of Din (religion). 
Sayyidina Hasan Up ifo and Sayyidina Mujahid Up &\ •<*> j are also of this 
opinion. 

Sayyidina Ikramah Upiut u^j maintains that it refers to Sayyidina Abu Bakr 
<up ibt and Sayyidina Umar <up iui ^ Jm Sayyidina Ata Up &\ ^ says that it refers 
to the emigrants (Muhajirin), the Ansar and those who follow them. [Baghawi v.l 
p.444/5] 

Allama Ibn Kathir Up ^ writes in his Tafsir (v.l p.5 18), "It is apparent 
(Allah knows best) that the verse is general and applies to every person in 
authority, be they leaders or Scholars (Ulama)." The reason for this is that the 
affairs of Din (religion) rest with the Scholars (Ulama) while the affairs of the 
government rest with the leaders. By obeying both these groups all branches of 
life will be safeguarded and unity will be fostered. 

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE IN THE EVENT OF A DISPUTE? 

"If you fall into dispute regarding a matter, then refer it to Allah and the messenger 
if you believe in Allah and the Last Day." This verse outlines a golden principle to 
resolve disputes. The person who believes in Allah and the reckoning of the Last 
Day always looks to the injunctions of Allah and His Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ for 
guidance. When involved in a dispute, each party should seek guidance from the 
Qur'an and the Ahadith and should sacrifice their personal opinions for the 
decision of Allah and His the Holy Prophet jJL* j Up ii JL*. This is the way in 
which a Muslim resolves disputes. 

THE INCORRECT ATTITUDE OF MUSLIM GOVERNMENTS 

The leaders of Muslim countries, while claiming to follow Islam, allow their 
legislative assemblies to make laws. Instead of following the guidelines of the 
Qur'an and Ahadith, they choose to ape the ways of the west. With slight 
amendments, they pass the same laws enforced by European countries, turning a 
blind eye to the Islamic laws of capital punishment. 

When Muslims assume leadership of any country, they claim to introduce 
socialist or democratic rule to appease their western mentors. Others foolishly 
adopt secular rules and are embarrassed to introduce an Islamic government. 

This sad state of affairs has crept into every echelon of society. None are 
prepared to adhere to the Qur'an, considering the injunctions of Allah too 
difficult. It is unfortunate that people prefer to follow the decisions of their 
leaders and customs instead of the Qur'an and hadith. 
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THE LINE BETWEEN SUNNAH AND BID' AH (INNOVATIONS) 

There are many practices that certain groups term Bid' ah (innovations), 
while others considers them to be part of Din (religion). To decide the matter, one 
should refer to the Qur'an and Sunnah of the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 <Op &\ 

"This is best and more seemly in the end/' This verse warns against following 
one's personal opinion. A person should never consider his opinion to be the 
best because the injunctions of Allah are best. The end result of adherence to the 
Qur'an and Sunnah will always ensure success in both the worlds. 




(60) Have you seen those who claim to believe in that which was revealed to you 
and to those before you, yet they seek Judgment from Devil (Shaytan) whereas 
they have been instructed to reject him? Devil (Shaytan) desires to mislead them 
far astray. (61) When it is said to them, "Come to that which Allah has revealed 
and towards the messenger/' you will see the hypocrites turning from you with 
aversion. (62) What will be the condition when a calamity afflicts them because 
of what their own hands do? Then they will come to you swearing by Allah, 
"We only desired virtue and mutual harmony. (63) These are the ones, the 
secrets of whose hearts Allah knows. So bother not with them, advise them and 
tell them things that may be beneficial to their souls. (64) We have sent every 
messenger so that he be obeyed by the order of Allah. When they oppress their 
souls, they come to you seeking Allah's forgiveness and the messenger seeks 
forgiveness on their behalf (When this occurs) They will surely find tltat Allah 
is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

THE INCIDENT OF THE HYPOCRITE WHO SOUGHT JUDGMENT 
FROM A JEW 

It is reported in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" [v.l p.446] from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 
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^ &\ that there a dispute once arose between a Jew and a hypocrite by the name 
of Bishr. The Jew requested that the matter be resolved by the Holy Prophet 
p-L*j whereas Bishr wanted it resolved by one of the Jewish leaders called 

Ka'ab bin Ashraf. When the Jew insisted that the matter be refered to the Holy 
Prophet j Up &\ the hypocrite reluctantly agreed. The Holy Prophet &\ jL> 
<X» 3 a> passed Judgment in favour of the Jew. 

When they left the presence of the Holy Prophet <JL. 3 ^ &\ JU, Bishr told the 
Jew to accompany him to Sayyidina Umar &\ ^> Jm On reaching Sayyidina 
Umar <^ &\ ^* Jt the Jew narrated the entire incident to him and added that the 
matter had already been resolved by the Holy Prophet pJL. 3 &\ Sayyidina 
Uma< <^ &\ told them to wait for him and entered his house. After a short 
while he emerged with sword in hand and executed Bishr saying, "This is my 
decision with regard to those who are unhappy with the Judgment of Allah and 
His Prophet ^4^^ J^\" It was on this occasion that the above verses were 
revealed. 

Upon revelation, Jibr'il fiLJ\ *A± commented that Sayyidina Umar ^ & 
had drawn a distinction between truth and falsehood. Since then, he was referred 
to as Faruq (the one who distinguishes between truth and falsehood). 

AN ADMONITION TO THOSE WHO LEND SUPPORT FROM 
UNISLAMIC LAWS 

Other reasons for the revelation of the above verse have also been reported 
in the books of Tafsir. Nevertheless, the verse serves as an admonition to all 
those who are not satisfied with the decision of the Qur'an and the Sunnah 
despite claiming to be Muslims. Instead they take their cases to those whom they 
think will decide the matter by un-Islamic laws and whom they can bribe to pass 
Judgment in their favour (like the disbelievers (kuffdr) judicial courts). 

The verse uses the word "taghut" which generally refers to Devil (Shaytdn) 
(and has been translated accordingly). In the context of the above incident, it 
refers to the Jew, Ka'ab bin Ashraf, who was truly a satanic person. The dictates 
of Belief (Imdn) is that the decision of such people never be accepted, as Allah 
says, "whereas they have been instructed to reject him Devil (Shaytdn)/' 

However, when a person rejects the directives of the Qur'an and follows the 
path of those who judge contrary to the dictates of the Shari'ah, then Devil 
(Shaytdn) becomes their shepherd. Allah continues to say, "Devil (Shaytdn) desires 
to mislead them far astray." 

"When it is said to them, 'Come to that which Allah has revealed and towards the 
messenger,' you will see the hypocrites turning from you vnth aversion." They choose 
to avoid having their matters settled by the Shari'ah and, like Bishr, they want to 
resort to Devil (Shaytdn). 

THE MISINTERPRETATIONS OF THE TRIBE OF THE 
AFOREMENTIONED HYPOCRITE 

It is recorded in "Ruhul Ma'ani" that the heirs of the hypocrite Bishr 
demanded the life of Sayyidina Umar ^ &\ in return. When it was brought to 
their notice that Bishr was displeased with the decision of the Holy Prophet & J^> 
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^L. 3 <Op [which constitutes disbelief (kufr)], they began making excuses on his 
behalf. On that occasion the following verses were revealed, "What will be the 
condition when a calamity afflicts them because of what their own hands do? Then they 
will come to yon swearing by Allah, 'We only desired virtue and mutual harmony/' 

This verse serves to warn those who make futile excuses, informing them 
that these excuses will be of no use to them since their hypocrisy had already 
become apparent. 

"These are the ones, the secrets of whose hearts Allah knows." Allah will punish 
them according to what their hearts conceal. 

Allah then advises the Holy Prophet ^ 4p i further, informing him 
how to deal with such people. "So bother not with them, advise them and tell them 
things that may be beneficial to their souls" 

Another interpretation of "So bother not with them," is that the Holy Prophet 
f-L-j Up should not bother to accept their excuses. He should turn a deaf ear 
to their requests for the blood of Sayyidina Umar ^ &\ because the blood of a 
Hypocrite (Munafiq) was really worth nothing. 

Certain commentators have explained that the closing portion of the verse 
means that these people should be advised in private since there is a greater 
possibility of them accepting the advice in this manner. [Ibn Kathir v.l p.519 /'Ruhul 
Ma'ani" v.5 p.69] 

THE HOLY PROPHET Up k HAD BEEN SENT TO BE 
OBEYED 

To turn the attention of these people towards repentance (Taubah), Allah 
advises them saying, "We have sent every messenger so that he be obeyed by the order 
of Allah." Obedience to the messenger is, in fact, obedience to Allah and 
disobedience to the messenger constitutes disobedience to Allah. Not only did 
Bishr break the law of Allah, but his tribesmen did the same by trying to justify 
his actions. The verse advises that it would have been best for them to seek 
forgiveness from Allah and for the Rasul (messenger) of Allah jJL-j <Up i»t JL* to also 
seek forgiveness on their behalf. Allah says, "When they oppress their souls they 
come to you seeking Allah's forgiveness and the messenger seeks forgiveness on their 
behalf (When this occurs) They will surely find that Allah is Most Forgiving, Most 
Merciful" 

Some commentators have mentioned that they were required to seek 
forgiveness in the presence of the Holy Prophet aJLp JU» because their action 
was actually an attack on Prophethood of the Holy Prophet ^ j Up iui JL>. This 
was so because they refused to accept his decision and resorted to defending 
their tribesman. This abhorrent action hurt the feelings of Prophet jJL-j 4* & JU. 
The principle of repentance (Taubah) is that it be made in private if the sin was 
committed privately and it be made public if the sin is committed publicly. 
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(65) Verily, by the oath of your Lord, they will not believe until they make you 
judge the disputes between them and they do not find any dissatisfaction in that 
which you decide and they submit with full submission. 

ONE CAN NEVER BE A PERFECT BELIEVER (MU'MIN) UNTIL ONE 
SUBMITS TO THE DECISION OF PROPHET ^ &\ 

A narration appears in Bukhari [v.l p. 660] wherein Sayyidina Urwa bin 
Zubair &\ reports that once Sayyidina Zubair -up ib\ had a dispute with 
one of the Ansar concerning the irrigation of their fields. 

When they approached the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ ju, he told Sayyidina 
Zubair 2bi to first irrigate his own fields (because the flow of the water 
stemmed from his land) and then to allow the water to flow to his Ansari 
neighbour. The Ansari remarked, "O the Holy Prophet <X* } Up i»\ JU! You have 
passed Judgment in his favour because he is your cousin". The blessed face of the 
Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up iut JU» changed colour and he became very upset. He said, 
"O Zubair, irrigate your fields and hold the water back till the fields have been 
saturated. Then allow the water to flow to your neighbour." Initially the Holy 
Prophet p-L-j Up &\ had passed Judgment in favour of both companions but 
after the Ansari's remark, he changed the verdict to accord to Sayyidina Zubair 
iu» his full right. 

Sayyidina Zubair &\ said that in his opinion the above verse was 
revealed with reference to this incident. When the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up ifci 
decides a matter, Belief (Iman) demands that a person be completely satisfied 
with the decision of the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ifci jl*. 

Although the verse may have been revealed with regard to this particular 
incident, the purport is general and may be applied to every situation. Whenever 
the decision of the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up i»t Ju> serves to resolve a dispute, both 
parties should accept the decision wholeheartedly. It oftej* occurs that people in 
today's time are reluctant to accept the Islamic verdict iM their disputes. These 
people should question their Belief (lman) since Allah declares on oath, "Verily, 
by the oath of your Lord, they will not believe until they make you judge the disputes 
between them and do not find any dissatisfaction to that which you decide and they 
submit with full submission/' 

Since the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up 2bt is no longer alive, the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah should be consulted in all matters. 

THE DESPICABLE SITUATION OF PRESENT DAY MUSLIMS 

People have become so accustomed to and enamoured by the unjust 
legislation of the west that they are prepared to conform to them even if it means 
that they become oppressors or the oppressed. However, they are not prepared 
to practise the justice of Islam. 

They seem to enjoy the resultant fornication, murder and robbery that stem 
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from Western legislation but do not care to implement the laws of Islam by 
which all this would be eradicated. (Allah forbid!) They say that these laws are 
barbaric, thereby including themselves in the ranks of the disbelievers (kuffar). If 
rogues and thieves were to have their hands cut off, if adulterers were to be 
stoned or lashed and highway robbers were to be either crucified or their hands 
and feet cut (according to the injunctions outlined in Surah Ma'idah), then all 
these atrocious crimes would be no more. 

It is indeed unfortunate that many so-called Muslims are averse to these 
laws. They should truly evaluate their Belief (Iman), since the verse not only 
stipulates (as a requisite of Belief (Iman)) that disputes be brought before the 
Holy Prophet ^ ^ i JU, but adds that these also be accepted whole- 
heartedly. 




(66) if We should command them to kill themselves or abandon their homes, 
they will not do so; except a few of them. If they were to do what they were 
advised to do, it would be best for them and more strengthening for their Belief 
(Iman). (67) In that event We will surely grant them a magnificent reward from 
Ourselves. (68) and We will undoubtedly guide them to the straight path. 

IF THEY WERE COMMANDED TO KILL THEMSELVES OR 
FORSAKE THEIR HOMES, ONLY A FEW WOULD COMPLY 

In the above verses, Allah highlights that the quality of a Believer (Mn'min) 
is that he should be able to accept the decisions of Allah's Rasul (messenger) ii 
pl^j Up. This is not as difficult as if they were commanded to kill themselves (like 
the Bani Isra'il were commanded to do as repentance (Taubah) for their worship 
of the calf), or commanded to abandon their homes (as the Bani Isra'il were told 
to leave Egypt). Only a limited few will be able to abide by commands as 
stringent as these. 

When this verse was revealed, Sayyidina Abu Bakr <up ^> j told the Holy 
Prophet fJL-j Up ibi that if he were commanded to kill himself he would 
comply. Prophet (JL.^ Up & JL* confirmed that he was truthful. According to 
another narration, the Holy Prophet pJL,j Up ito JL* grabbed hold of his hand and 
told him, "If this command were to be issued, then he (Sayyidina Abu Bakr) would 
definitely be amongst those "few" to comply, (as mentioned in the verse)." A 
similar hadith has been reported with regard to Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud 

Sayyidina Hasan Basri Up i»i ^ reports that when this verse was revealed, a 
few Sahaba ^ ifo said that if this command were to be given to them, they 
would definitely obey it. When this statement was reported to the Holy Prophet 
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Up &\ J^> he said, "The Belief (Iman) entrenched in their hearts is more steady 
than the mountains." 

It has been narrated from Sayyidina Umar ^ ibi that he said, "All praise 
be to Allah who has kept us in good stead. If we were commanded to kill 
ourselves, we would definitely do so." When the Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up &\ 

heard of this he said, "Without doubt there are certain individuals in my Ummah 
whose Belief (Iman) is more solid than the mountains." ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.5 p.72] 

Certain narrations report that when Sayyidina Zubair <up it and the 
Ansari were returning from the presence of the Holy Prophet jJL.^ Up &\ JU, they 
passed by Sayyidina Miqdad ^ &\ He enquired from them in whose favour 
was Judgment passed. Turning his face, the Ansari replied, "the Holy Prophet 
jJL-j Up i\ passed Judgment in favour of his cousin." A Jew who overheard 
the conversation commented, "Woe unto those who testify that Muhammad 
^ j Up ifo is the messenger of Allah yet when he decides a matter, they slander 
him. By Allah! We committed one sin in the lifetime of Sayyidina Musa (OLJ\ Up. 
He instructed us to make repentance (Taubah) and commanded us to kill 
ourselves. In compliance with the law of Allah, our people killed themselves to 
the extent that the dead numbered '10 000. Our Lord was pleased with us on that 
account. 

Although the incident involved only one Ansari, the Jew hinted at all the 
Muslims. Upon hearing his taunt, Sayyidina Thabit bin Qais <up ibi ^ Jf Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Mas'ud <up ii>i and Sayyidina Amar bin Yasir <up ifci said that 
if they were ordered to kill themselves, they would certainly do so. Although the 
chain of narrators is not mentioned for the above incident, nonetheless it 
adequately explains the link between the above verses. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.5 p.72] 

The Ansari mentioned in the incident was a hypocrite and was referred to as 
an Ansari only because he belonged to one of the tribes of the Ansar. 

Allah concludes these verses by mentioning certain glad tidings. He says, "J/ 
they were to do what they were advised to do, it would be best for them and more 
strengthening for their Belief (Iman). In that event, We will surely grant them a 
magnificent reward from Ourselves and We will undoubtedly guide them to the straight 
path." 




(69) Whoever obey Allah and His messenger, then they will be with those 
prophets, "Siddiqln", martyrs and "Salihln" upon whom Allah has bestowed 
His bounties. These are indeed the best of companions. (70) Such is the bounty 
of Allah and Allah suffices as the Knower. 
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THE BEST OF TIDINGS FOR THOSE WHO OBEY ALLAH AND HIS 
PROPHET fJL-j At J^> 

Whereas Allah instructed in the previous verses that He be obeyed together 
with his Prophet ^L. 3 Up &\ JU> this verse explains the lofty status to be awarded 
to the obedient ones. 

It is narrated in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" [v.l p.450] that the Holy Prophet ibi JU* 
?L* 3 Up had great love for his freed slave Sayyidina Thauban <up ^ He too 
could not bear to be separated from the Holy Prophet ^j^i Once when 
he appeared very grieved, the Holy Prophet (JL- 3 <As> ins JL* enquired about this. 
He said, "O the Holy Prophet Ui> i ^! I am not ill. Nothing grieves me 
except that I love to be in your company without which I grow very perturbed. 
When thinking of the Hereafter, it occurred to me that I will not be able to meet 
you because you will be in the high ranks of the Prophet f*>LJi Up. If I were to 
enter Heaven (Jannah), I will be in the ranks much lower than yours. If I do not 
enter Heaven Qannah), then I fear that I will never see you again." On this 
occasion the above verse was revealed. 

It is gleaned from this verse that despite the various ranks of Heaven 
(Jannah), the people of Heaven Qannah) will be able to meet each other. 

BEING WITH THOSE WHOM ONE LOVES 

Sayyidina Ibn Mas'ud ^ &\ narrates that a person enquired from the 
Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ jl*, "What do you say with regard to the person who 
loves a nation but has not reached them (in terms of knowledge and action)?" 
Prophet pL, j Up ifci replied, "A person shall be with those whom he loves." 
[Mishkatp.426] 

Sayyidina Anas & reports that a person once asked the Holy Prophet 
pL. 3 Up i&t J^> as to when judgment day (Qiyamah) will take place. Prophet ifo J^> 
<X* 3 Up replied, "It is indeed very sad [that you ask about judgment (Qiyamah)]. 
Tell me what have you prepared for judgment (Qi\jamah)T He responded, "I 
have made no preparations except that I love Allah and His Prophet Up i»t JL^ 
jJL- 3 very much." The Holy Prophet <X* 3 U* h told him, "You shall be with 
those whom you love." Sayyidina Anas -up it says that besides the boon of 
Islam, no other thing made the Muslims as happy as did this fact (that a person 
will be with those whom he loves). [Ibid] 

This hadith refers to both types of people. If a person loves the evil doers, he 
shall be with them, and if they be righteous people, he shall be with them. It also 
applied to both worlds. In this world also, it will be noticed that the bad 
accompany the bad, and the good accompany the good. In the Hereafter as well, 
each group will be with those whom they love. 

It is for this reason that the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &s J^> mentioned, "A 
person is on the track of his friend, so each of you should consider well whom 
you befriend." [Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Amr bin Al As -up ibi reported that the Holy 
Prophet <J^ 3 Up iui L ^ once spoke of Salah and said, "Salah shall be a light on the 
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Day of judgment (Qiyamah) for those who are particular about it, a proof [for his 
Belief (Iman)] and a means for salvation for him. For him who does not guard his 
Salah it shall not be a light, nor a proof, nor a means of salvation. On the Day of 
judgment (Qiyamah), he will be with the likes of Qarun, Pharaoh (Fir'aun), 
Haitian and Ubayy bin Khalf." [Mishkat p. 59] 

The commentators of hadith have explained that those who neglect Salah 
may be divided into a few categories. Some neglect Salah because of their wealth. 
They shall be the companions of Qarun. Others neglect Salah because of their 
involvement in government. Such people shall be with Pharaoh (Fir'aun). Others 
neglect Salah because of their occupations. They shall be raised with the likes of 
Haman (who was an advisor to Pharaoh (Fir'aun)). Then there are those who 
neglect Salah due to their occupation in trade. These shall be with Ubayy bin 
Khalf [he was a Mushrik who was killed by the Holy Prophet (JL-^ Up himself]. 

This hadith makes it clear that just as the good people shall accompany the 
good in the Hereafter, so too will the evil-doers join the ranks of their 
compatriots. The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" [v.5 p. 7 8] writes that the company of 
the illustrious souls mentioned in the verse does not mean that all shall be on the 
same stages in Heaven (Jannah). Neither does it mean that the only similarity 
with them shall be entrance into Heaven (Jannah). It means that the occupants of 
lower ranks shall be able to visit those of higher ranks despite the vast difference 
between them. Those of lower ranks shall be permitted to visit their companions 
occupying the upper levels of Heaven (Jannah) and vice versa. 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira <up &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet^ 3 Up &\ 
said, "When two people so love each other for the sake of Allah, then even 
though one be in the east and the other in the west, Allah shall unite them on the 
Day of judgment (Qiyamah) and say, 'This is the person whom you loved for My 
pleasure." [Mishkat p.427] 

Sayyidina Rabi'ah bin Ka'ab &\ related that he used to spend some 
nights in the company of the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ and would bring to the 
Holy Prophet ^L, 3 Up M the water for ablution (wudhii) as well as other things 
of necessity. Once the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &\ ju asked him what he desired 
most. He replied, "I desire your companionship in Heaven (Jannah)." Prophet Jl^ 
jJL^ Up &\ asked, "What else do you wish for?" He replied, "This is my only wish" 
Thereupon the Holy Prophet <X* 3 Up i» told him, "If that be the case, then 
assist me against yourself by performing Sajda in abundance [i.e. by performing 
excessive mandatory (Nafl) Salah]." [Muslim v.l p.193] 

It is learnt from this hadith that so acquire the companionship of the pious, a 
person is required to engage in righteous deeds. After Belief (Iman), Salah is the 
greatest devotion. The more Salah a person performs, the more prostration 
(Sajda) he will make. This abundance of prostrations (Sajdas) shall earn a person 
the companionship of the pious. 

Where the Holy Prophet pJL-j Up &\ JL> advised him to 'help against himself', 
reference is made to the fact that the carnal self of a person will not allow a 
person to perform good deeds. He should, however, persevere and find the 
courage to continue. 
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Sayyidina Abu Said Khudri ^ i&» reports that the Holy Prophet Up &\ J^> 
jJL- 3 said, "The truthful and trustworthy trader shall be with the Prophet, 
Siddiqin and martyrs." [Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira vs> &\ reports that the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up ifci JL^ 
said, "Indeed there are a hundred ranks in Heaven (Jannah) reserved for those 
who fight in Jihad (religion war). The distance between every two ranks equals 
the distance between the heavens and the earth. When you ask Allah for Heaven 
(Jannah), then ask for "Jannatul Firdous" for it is the best and the highest rank 
above which is the throne of Rahman and all the rivers of Heaven (Jannah) flow 
from it." [Bukhariv.2p.l 104] 

Sayyidina Abu Sa'id Khudri &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet <5>» 
(JL^j Up said, "Indeed the (average) person of Heaven (Jannah) shall gaze at those 
dwelling on higher balconies just as any of you (in this world) look up to the 
shining stars spread nit in the east and west. This is due to the difference in their 
ranks." The Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ v _ r > J enquired, "O the Holy Prophet ^ 
pJL- 3 Up! Will these be the dwellings of the Prophet fiLJ\ Up where no other shall 
be able to reach?" the Holy Prophet <X* 3 Up i»i said, "By the Being in whose 
hand is my life! Besides the Prophet fiLJs Up, such people shall also live there 
who believe in Allah and His prophets f*>LJ r ^." [Bukhari v.l p. 46 1] 

The people upon whom Allah had bestowed His bounty are of four types. 
The first are the Prophet fiLJ\ Up. Second are the Siddiqin. These were those 
people who never hesitated in the least to believe in the Prophet Up. They 
accepted upon the first bidding and then remained with the Prophet ftLJ\ Up with 
the utmost sincerity till the end, sacrificing their lives and wealth in the cause of 
the Prophet fiLJ\ Up. It is for this reason that Sayyidina Abu Bakr -up &\ 
achieved the title of "Siddique" (singular of Siddiqin). 

Sayyidah Ayshah &\ narrates that Prophet ^-uIpajii JU once passed 
by Sayyidina Abu Bakr <up iui while he was cursing some of his slaves. The 
Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up &\ JL* mentioned, "Cursers and Siddiqin? Never, by the 
Lord of the Ka'ba! (i.e. The Siddiqin should never curse.)" Upon hearing this 
Sayyidina Abu Bakr <up i» lyjr e 3 freed some of his slaves and then later appeared 
before the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up k saying that he shall never do that again. 
[Mishkat p. 415] 

The third group is that of the Shuhada (the martyrs) who died fighting for 
the upliftment of the Din (religion). The fourth are the Salihin. These are those 
people whose hearts are detached from sin and inclined towards good. They are 
engrossed in good actions with complete sincerity. This is indeed a lofty status 
and the Prophet fiLJ\ Up were also endowed with the qualities of the Salihin 
(righteous). 

With regard to Sayyidina Yahya : fiLJ\ Up and Sayyidina Isa fiLJ Up, the 
Qur'an mentions that they were from the Salihin. Sayyidina Yusuf U* 
prayed to Allah thus, ''Grant me death as a Muslim and unite me with Salihin" (Surah 
12, verse 101). Since mention was already made of the Prophet fiLJ\ Up in the verse, 
the Salihin here refers to other people who were also blessed with these 
attributes. 
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A Muslim supplicates to Allah in every rakah of every Salah that Allah must 
allow him to be included in the ranks of these illustrious four groups. He recites 
in Surah Fatihah that Allah must guide him to the path of "those upon whom You 
have bestowed Your bounties. " 

Although many people [sinners and disbelievers (kuffar) alike] are blessed 
with certain bounties of Allah, the real bounties referred to here are those that 
have been conferred upon the above four groups of people. These people have 
been blessed with divine guidance, proximity to Allah and spiritual purity. 
These are the assets that will allow them to prosper in the Hereafter, whereas the 
bounties conferred upon others are restricted to this world. 

"These are indeed the best of companions." This is because their company shall 
be attained in Heaven (Jannah). "Such is the bounty of Allah. ."It is truly a bounty 
from Allah that He has inspired His chosen bondsmen to obey His Prophet &\ JU 
pJL- j aJLp, thereby earning the companionship of the pious in the Hereafter. 

" and Allah suffices as the Knower." He is Aware of every action of a person 

and will grant the reward (or punishment) that is due. 




(71) O you who believe, take your precautions and then advance in small 
detachments or larger ones. (72) Indeed amongst you are those who tarry. If a 
calamity befalls you he says, "Allah has surely been gracious unto me since I 
was not present with them. (73) If a bounty from Allah came to you, they will 
definitely say, as if there existed no love between yourselves and him, "Oh dear, 
if only I had been with them, then I would have attained a great success!" (74) So 
those who barter the Hereafter for the life of this world should fight in Allah's 
way. Whosoever fights in Allah 's way and is martyred or attains victory, soon 
We shall grant him a magnificent reward. 

BEING ON GUARD AGAINST THE ENEMY AND THE ORDER TO 
WAGE JIHAD (RELIGION WAR) 

This verse instructs the Muslims to be wary of the enemy and to keep their 
arsenals in readiness for a war. If the occasion demands that a large army be 
dispatched, it should be so, and if only a small detachment is required, they 
should be detailed likewise. 
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THE CONDUCT OF THE HYPOCRITES 

Allah then discusses the behaviour of the Hypocrites (Munafiqin). Since they 
pretended to be with the Muslims and lived with them, Allah says that they are 

"amongst you." 

'indeed amongst you are those who tarry." This was because they had no Belief 
(Iman), they were natural cowards and could not bear to engage in war. Others 
have translated the verse to mean that they detained themselves from 
conscription into the Muslim army and loitered about. Another meaning is that 
they prevented others from participating, as they did in the battle of Uhud. 

It often occurred that the inner condition of their hearts surfaced when they 
made certain statements of disbelief (kufr). Allah continues to say, "If a calamity 
befalls you he (the hypocrite) says, 'Allah has surely been gracious unto me since I was 
not present with them. " 

On the other hand, when the Muslims are victorious in battle, acquiring 
much booty, these people change their tune, as Allah says, "If a bounty from Allah 
came to you they will definitely say, as there existed no love between yourselves and him, 
'Oh dear, if only I had been with them, then I would have attained a great success!" The 
Hypocrites (Munafiqin) made these statements because they had no real affinity 
for the Muslims and were concerned only with the things of this world. Instead 
of rejoicing with the Muslims, they expressed remorse that they were unable to 
gain some material benefit. 

"So those who barter the Hereafter for the life of this world should fight in Allah's 
way "-The hypocrites should also join in the battles to exalt the word of Allah. 

THE VIRTUE OF JIHAD (RELIGION WAR) IN ALLAH'S WAY 

"Whosoever fights in Allah 's way and is martyred or defeated, soon We shall grant 
him a magnificent reward." The person striving in Allah's way will be rewarded 
irrespective of what is the outcome of the battle. The ultimate reward is that of 
the Hereafter while the transitory booty should not be the objective. The 
hypocrites, however, considered the booty to be "a great success." 

This verse also alludes to the fact that even if the Muslims are granted the 
booty, Jheir reward for Jihad (religion war) is not wasted since the booty was not 
their priority. 

j#j 6J &i & 3 sz& #3 Jtifit £3* U Vfi % 

£ L£^J ^ <3, o y£*j \>^*u £giJ» V^l ^ ^ 

(75) What excuse do you have not to fight in Allah's way and in defence of the 
weak men, women and children who cry out, 'Oh our Lord! Emancipate us from 
this town of oppressors, grant us a defender from Yourself and grant us a helper 
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from Yourself!" (76) The believers fight in Allah's way and those who disbelieve 
fight in the way of Devil (Shaytan).... So fight the allies of devil (Shaytan), for 
indeed the plot of devil (Shaytan) is ever weak. 



WHY IS JIHAD (RELIGION WAR) NOT BEING WAGED DESPITE 
THE MOTIVES BEING PRESENT? 



This verse censures the Muslims for not fighting in Jihad (religion war) 
despite the fact that the weak Muslims (who are unable to migrate) were 
suffering the abuse of the Polytheists (Mushrikin) in Makkah. The verse implores 
them to march to the assistance of these poor folk who are praying, "O our Lord! 
Emancipate us from this town of op ressors, grant us a defender from Yourself and grant 
us a helper from Yourself" 

Allah accepted their plea and the Muslims subsequently conquered 
Makkah. The Holy Prophet ^ ik\ JU* then appointed the Sahabi Sayyidina 
Itab bin Usaid ^ &\ as governor of Makkah, who saw to the protection and 
safety of its people. 

In a narration of Bukhari (v.2 p. 660), Sayyidina Ibn Abbas <up ibi ^ reports 
that his father was also of those described as "the weak men, women and children." 
Others also in this predicament were Sayyidina Walid bin Walid ^ &\ 
Sayyidina Salma bin Hisham ^ & and Sayyidina Ay ash bin Abi Rabi'ah 
-up ifci. The Holy Prophet ^ 3 ^ &\ JL> used to pray for them after the bowing 
(Ruku) in the final Raka'ah of Salah until Allah made it possible for them to 
migrate to Madinah. [Mishkatp. 113] 

THE DIFFERENCE OF INTENTION BETWEEN THE MUSLIM AND 
DISBELIEVER (KAFIR) SOLDIERS 

"The believers fight in Allah 's way and those who disbelieve fight in the way of 
devil (Shaytan)." The Muslims fight for the pleasure of Allah and so that the Din 
(religion) becomes predominant. The disbelievers (kuffar), though, desire that disbelief 
(kufr) be prevalent in the world and that Islam be destroyed. " 

"So fight the allies of devil (Shaytan)..." Although devil (Shaytan) assists his 
accomplices in battle, his aid is absolutely nothing compared to the help that 
Allah renders to His sincere bondsmen. When the devout Muslims enter the 
battlefield calling out Allah's praises, the army of devil (Shaytan) become helpless 
and are forced to flee. All their strategies and plots then fail, as Allah says for 
indeed the plot of devil (Shaytan) is ever weak." 



vpj\ ijc, sj&t pj\ rjt p. Si IS X 3 ^ 
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(77) Have you not seen those who were told, "Restrain your hands, establish 
Salah and give Zakah"? Then when fighting was ordained for them, suddenly a 
party from them feared the enemy as they should fear Allah, or an even greater 
fear. They said, "Our Rabb (lord)! Why have You ordained fighting for us? Why 
did You not grant us respite for a little while?" Tell them, "The comfort of the 
world is a mere trifling. The Hereafter is best for those who are abstinent, and 
you snail not be oppressed even to the extent of the string of a date seed." 

THOSE WHO EVADE FIGHTING IN JIHAD (RELIGION WAR) 

"Lubabun Nuqul" (p.74) reports a narration of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas &\ 
from Nasa'i and Hakim in which he says that once Sayyidina Abdur Rahman bin 
Auf <up &\ and some other companions approached the Holy Prophet aJLp 2u\ 
(JL-j. (This incident occurred before the Hijrah). They said, "O Prophet of Allah 
pL-j <Up £*\ JU! Before embracing Islam, we were respected people. Now we suffer 
humiliation (therefore permit us to fight back)." 

The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up ibi J^> replied, "I have been commanded to forgive 
and pardon, so do not fight" Later, when the Muslims immigrated to Madinah, 
the command to fight was issued. However, some people were still reluctant, 
whereupon the above verse was revealed. 

The verse explains that at one time people requested to fight, but they were 
told rather to perform Salah and give Zakah. Then, when Jihad (religion war) was 
made incumbent on them, cowardice and fear gripped their hearts. The fear was 
not a mild one, but Allah says with regard to some of them, "a party from them 
feared the enemy as they should fear Allah, or an even greater fear." 

"They said, 'Our Lord, why have 'You ordained fighting for us? YJhy did You not 
grant us respite for a little while?" At this juncture the question arises that a 
statement such as the above does not behove an average Believer (Mu'min), let 
alone the Companions (Sahaba) ^ & ^ Jf since it constitutes an objection to 
Allah. 

Allama Baghawi Up ibi ^ replies in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l p.453) that the 
statement was made by the hypocrites. Since the hypocrites were found only in 
Madinah, this reply will necessitate that the request for Jihad (religion war) was 
also made in Madinah. This is possible because the verse mentions that instead 
of the request being fulfilled, the people were required to establish Salah and 
give Zakah. Given that Zakah was ordained only in Madinah, it follows that this 
was told to them in Madinah. Therefore, the fact may be established that it was 
the Munafiqm (hypocrites) who asked why was Jihad (religion war) ordained. 

Another reply to the question is that the complaint was made by certain 
Muslims who were not firmly grounded in Islam. These words escaped their 
tongues because of fear and indecisiveness. They later repented for this. 

A third reply is that initially these people were Muslims but, after the order 
for Jihad (religion war) was enforced, hypocrisy entered their hearts and they 
shrunk away from Jihad (religion war), 

LOVE FOR THE WORLD IS THE CAUSE FOR COWARDICE 

When people are imbued with a fervour for the Hereafter, being completely 
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disinclined from the world, they will care not whether they live or die. Giving 
their lives for the cause of Allah will make no difference to them. For this reason, 
Allah replies to the above complaints by saying, "Tell them, 'The comfort of the 
world is a mere trifling" Even though the world itself is so insignificant, the share 
every person receives from the world is even less. 

"The Hereafter is best for those wh&-are abstinent..." This entails abstinence from 
disbelief (kufr) and polytheism (shirk) and from major and minor sins. Even 
before the world is destroyed, the people of the world have long left it. To choose 
this instead of the everlasting Hereafter is sheer foolishness. 

" and you shall not be oppressed even to the extent of the string of a date seed." 

Not only will people be accorded their rewards in full, these will be multiplied 
many times over. The "string of a date seed" is mentioned only by way of 
example. People will not be oppressed at all by Allah. 




(78) Wherever you may be, death will find you even though you be in lofty 
towers. If a good thing happens to them they say, "This is from Allah!" When 
something adverse afflicts them they say, "This is because of you!" Tell them, 
"Everything is from Allah!" What ails these people that they do not seem to 
understand anything? (79) Whatever good comes to you people is from Allah, 
and whatever adversity afflicts you is from yourselves. We have sent you [O 
Muhammad ^L-j aJ^ J*?] as a messenger to the people, and Allah suffices as a 
Witness. 

DEATH SHALL OVERTAKE YOU WHEREVER YOU MAY BE 

People avoid Jihad (religion war) because they fear death. Death, however, 
shall find a person at the appointed hour irrespective of his whereabouts. None 
can escape it even if he tries to -hide from it in high and mighty towers and 
fortresses. 

It is narrated in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l p.453) that when many Muslims 
were martyred at Uhud, the Hypocrites (Munafiqin). said, "If they were with us (in 
Madinah), they would not have died, nor have been killed." In reply to this statement, 
Allah revealed this verse telling them, "Wherever you may be, death will find you 
even though you be in lofty towers." 

THE ABSURD REMARKS OF THE HYPOCRITES AND THE JEWS 

When the Holy Prophet (JL-j 4* &\ JL* arrived in Madinah, the Jews 
remarked that it was because of his arrival thai the crops were being depleted. In 
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this way, whenever any adverse situation occurred, they attributed it to him. By 
doing this, they wished to impress upon the minds of the people of Madinah that 
a calamity had come to their town (Allah forbid!). In good times, their tune 
changed, as Allah says, "If a good thing happens to them they say, 'This is from Allah!' 
Wlxen something adverse afflicts them they say, 'This is because of you!" 

Allah then replies to them by saying, "Tell them, 'Everything is from Allah!" 
Favourable and unfavourable conditions are all from Allah. He sends good 
conditions because of His mercy and the bad conditions are a result of man's 
actions. 

"Wlxat ails these people that they do not seem to understand anything?" Their 
ignorance and obstinacy present an obstacle to their faculty of understanding. 

["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.5 p.88] 

Thereafter Allah makes clear the message for all to understand. He says, 
"Whatever good comes to you is from Allah, and whatever adversity afflicts you is from 
yourselves." Allah owes nothing to people. Whatever He gives them, even as 
rewards for their good deeds, is purely from His bounty. Adversities are due to 
their own evil deeds. 

Allah says in Surah Shura (verse 30), "The adversities that afflict you are a result 
of the deeds you earn, and Allah pardons a great deal." The benefit to a Believer 
(Mu'min) in trying circumstances is that his sins are forgiven thereby. 

"We have sent you as a messenger to the people, and Allah suffices as a Witness." 
This verse testifies to the fact that the Holy Prophet <X* j Up &\ was sent for the 
entire humanity. Even though people may reject his apostleship, Allah will 
always be there to testify to it. , 

According to other commentators, the verse means that Allah is witness to 
the deeds of people and will give them what they deserve. 




(80) Whoever obeys the messenger has obeyed Allah and whoever turns away, 
We have not sent you [O Muhammad Up A\ J^] as a warder over them. 

OBEDIENCE TO THE HOLY PROPHET pJL-j Up At IS OBEDIENCE 
TO ALLAH 

It is reported in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l p.455) that the Holy Prophet i» JL* 
pi- j Up once mentioned, "Whoever obeys me has obeyed Allah and whoever 
loves me loves Allah/' Upon hearing this, some of the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) 
scoffed, "This person wants us to make him a god like how the Christians made 
Isa (OLJ Up a god!" On this occasion, the above verse was revealed to confirm the 
statement of the Holy Prophet Up ifci ju. 

Whatever the Holy Prophet ^ a> i JU> brought was from Allah and 
obedience to his commands constitute obedience to Allah Himself, since the 
orders are His. The action of the Christians is totally different and cannot be 
compared. 
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THE BLASPHEMY OF REJECTING THE AHADITH 

This verse contains the answer to those people in today's times who refute 
the Ahadith of the Holy Prophet <J~ 3 ^ to J^>. They attempt to mislead people 
into believing that the words of the Holy Prophet ^ 3 a> to .J^ are not sufficient 
evidence for Islamic law. The Qur'an, in numerous verses, has accentuated the 
message of obedience to Prophet ^ 3 ^ to j^>. 

Allah says in Surah Ahzab, "Undoubtedly in there is an excellent example for 
you in the Rasul (messenger) of Allah ^ 3 to J^>." [Surah 33. verse 21] 

A verse of Surah A'raf tells us, "He [Prophet ^ 3 ^to J^] permits for them the 
pure things and forbids them from that which is impure." [Surah 7, verse 157] 

The Holy Prophet ^ 3 aJLp to JL* has expounded the laws of the Qur'an and 
rejection of his Ahadith as a source of law will, therefore, indicate rejection of the 
Qur'an as well. These people have adopted the name of " Ahlul Qur'an" (people of 
the Qur'an). Although claiming to follow the Qur'an, they are actually refuting it 
because the Qur'an commands that the Holy Prophet ^ 3 4* & be obeyed 
and followed. Love for him will earn Allah's love reciprocally. Allah says in 
Surah Al Imran, "Say [Oh Muhammad ^ 3 ^ to J**], 'If you love Allah then follow 
me, Allah will love you (in return)." [Surah 3, verse 31] 

THE TASK OF THE HOLY PROPHET i» WAS TO 

CONVEY THE MESSAGE 

whoever turns away, We have not sent you as a warder over them." (i.e. You 
do not have to force them to accept. Your task is to convey the message). In a 
similar manner Allah says in Surah Ghashiya, "Remind, for verily you are but one 
who reminds. You are not a warder over them." [Surah 88, verse 2 1/2] 

The authors of "Ma'alimut Tanzil" and "Durrul Manthur" have quoted 
certain Scholars (Ulama) who are of the opinion that the above verse was 
abrogated by the instruction to wage Jihad (religion war) and to be stern with the 
enemy. This opinion will be feasible only if the verse instructed that Jihad 
(religion war) must not be waged in the case when people refuse to accept Islam. 
However, both attitudes may be applied as necessary i.e. at times it will be 
appropriate to wage Jihad (religion war) whereas there are other situations that 
will demand one to ignore the disbelievers (kuffar) and leave them to be. the Holy 
Prophet <X« 3 4* to was not instructed to force people to accept Islam. 




(81) They say, "Obedience (is our task)!" But when they leave your presence, a 
party of them consults at night, in contradiction to what they said. Allah records 
their nocturnal consultations. So let them be and trust in Allah. Allah suffices as 
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Defender. (82) Do they not ponder over the Qur'an? If it were from any other 
being besides Allah, they would have certainly found many discrepancies 
therein. 

AN EVIL PRACTICE OF THE HYPOCRITES 

This verse makes mention of how the Hypocrites (Munafiqin), in the 
presence of the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 & used to claim to be perfectly obedient 
to him. However, when they returned to their homes, they would consult with 
each other at night and plot schemes that were in brazen contrast to their claims. 
They would then disobey the clear instructions of Prophet jJL-j Up At.JL*. 

Allah says, "Allah records their nocturnal consultations" i.e. Allah shall punish 
them accordingly. 

"So let them be and trust in Allah (and bother not to take revenge because) 
Allah suffices as Defender." Allah shall protect the Believers (Mu'minin) from all 
the evil schemes of the enemy. ["Rahul Ma'kni" v.5 p.52] 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO PONDER OVER THE QUR' AN 

"Do they not ponder over the Qur'an? If it were from any other being besides 
Allah, they would have certainly found many discrepancies therein." In this way, any 
I person will acknowledge that the Qur'an is undoubtedly from Allah and that the 
Holy Prophet jJL- 3 <u &\ JL* is Prophet of Allah. 

If another had written the Qur'an, there would have been inconsistencies in 
all aspects, be it in the stories, the eloquence or the literary style. At times, certain 
information will be correct and at times they will be incorrect. However, the 
Qur'an shows no hint of imperfection - neither in its text, nor in its meaning. 

The challenge of the Qur'an to produce a single Surah the like of any in the 
Qur'an remains unanswered to this day. None can even raise any objections 
against the Qur'an. Those who have raised any have been conclusively answered 
by the Qur'an itself or by the astute men of learning. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.5 p.9213] 

WHO IS COMPETENT ENOUGH TO PONDER OVER THE QUR'AN? 

Although any person may exert himself in attempting to understand the 
Qur'an, those who do not possess sufficient knowledge may fail to understand 
certain aspects of it. In that event, they should consult those who are qualified in 
the subject. The levels of these knowledgeable people also vary.and each of them 
may differ in their analysis of certain verses. It requires a special insight to be 
able to delve into the depth of meaning and eloquence of the Qur'an. 

In a similar manner, there are also various levels of interpretation about the 
derivation of laws. The jurists {"A'immah Mujtahidin") went to great lengths to 
fathom the depth and wisdom of the verses to derive the various laws and 
injunctions of Islam. The Scholars (Ulama) after them also exerted themselves in 
this effort. * 

To understand the Qur'an, it is not sufficient merely to be able to speak'a bit 
of Arabic and read a few books here and there. For this, a person is required to 
be well grounded in numerous sciences covering a large array of subjects. 
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THE ABOMINATION OF "TAFSIR BIR RA'IY" 

People complain that the "Molvis" hold the monopoly when it comes to 
explaining the, Qur'an. These complainants claim that since they are also people 
of understanding, why are they not allowed to interpret the Qur an according to 
their understanding? Others claim that it is not even necessary to resort to the 
explanations of the Holy Prophet ^Lj ^ ^ when interpreting the Qur'an 
(Allah forbid!). 

They seek to remove the one upon whom the Qur'an was revealed along 
with his students and those who learn from them to this day. This type of 
myopic interpretation is what is referred to as "Tafsir bir Ra'iy". These people act 
without knowledge and mislead others with their folly. 

Prophet ^j^^i JU> is reported to have said, "The person who comments 
on the Qur'an according to his personal opinion should prepare his abode in 
Hell." 

Sayyidina Jundub &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 <Op &\ JL* 
said, "The one who comments on the Qur'an according to his personal opinion is 
erroneous even though he be correct." [Mishkat p. 35] 

These Ahadith are explicit in their prohibition of Tafsir (commenting on the 
Qur'an) without the relevant knowledge ("Tafsir bir Ra'iy"). Even if a person 
says something correct, he will be considered to be incorrect because he has 
assumed a position of which he is not worthy. 

The statement that the "Molvis" have a monopoly over the commentary of 
the Qur'an is erroneous. It is like asking, "Why do the doctors have a monopoly 
in the medical science?" or like saying, "Why do the politicians have a monopoly 
in politics?" It is just as absurd as asking, "Why do engineers have a say in 
matters of engineering?" 

People also ask that since Allah has mentioned that the Qur'an has been 
made easy, why can every person not interpret it as he wills? The reply is that 
the Qur'an is indeed simple, but only with the knowledge of its principles and 
related concepts. No subject is simple without the relevant knowledge. For 
example, it is easy to swallow a sweet. However, before this becomes possible, it 
is necessary to prepare the delicacy, requiring all the relevant ingredients and 
preparation. Without these premeditated arrangements, even this simple task 
becomes almost impossible. 

The person who knows a bit of Arabic is like the one who has the 
ingredients for a sweet dish, but is unable to prepare it and cannot eat it. To 
understand the Qur'an, it is necessary to be able to grapple with numerous 
sciences that are too many to mention. 

It is indeed sad to see that those who are ignorant wish to interpret the 
Qur'an whereas those who have attained proficiency in its various related 
sciences tremble even at the mere thought of interpreting! 

THE CAUTION OF SAYYIDINA ABU BAKR .** k\ ^ 

There was none more knowledgeable about the Qur'an, after the Holy 
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Prophet jJL. j <uU i»i ju, than Sayyidina Abu Bakr <^ ^\ ^ Jm When he was asked the 
meaning of a verse of Surah Abas, he said, "Which sky will shade me and which 
earth will carry me if I comment on the book of Allah what I know not. [Tarikhul 
Khulafa] 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF COMMENTATORS OF THE QURA'N 

The commentators first have to interpret a verse according to explanations 
given in other verses because many verses serve as interpretation of others. 
Thereafter they should seek an interpretation from the Ahadith of the Holy 
Prophet fL-j aJLp iut ju. Any person whose interpretation contradicts that of the 
Holy Prophet jJL- 3 a> ifci JU> will not be considered. 

Allah says in verse 105 of Surah Nisa, "Undoubtedly We have revealed to you 
the Book with the truth so that you may judge between people by that which Allah has 
shown you." 

If an explanation is not found in the Qur'an nor in the Ahadith, it should be 
sought from the sayings of the Companions (Sahaba) ^ & They had a deep 
understanding of the Qur'an and were present when it was being revealed. They 
were aware of each circumstance when a verse was revealed. They were also 
blessed with the company of the Holy Prophet (JL-^ii ju, through which their 
knowledge and perception were perfected. The Holy Prophet ^ 3 aJj> 
taught them the words of the Qur'an as well as their meanings. 

Sayyidina Utman bin Afan <up &\ and Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud 
-up report that they would not continue learning the Qur'an until they 

mastered the knowledge of the previous ten verses taught to them and had 
practised them. 

A WARNING TO UNQUALIFIED COMMENTATORS 

It is an accepted fact, that whenever a person studies a book on any 
particular subject, he makes every attempt to understand and remember what he 
has learnt. It is, therefore, not possible that the Companions (Sahaba) &\ ^ fiJ 
studied the Qur'an without understanding its concepts from the Holy Prophet 

The person who attempts to comment on the Qur'an without a deep 
knowledge of the Ahadith and Tafsir (commentary) of the Companions (Sahaba) 
&\ has indeed strayed into deviation even though he be fluent in Arabic. 
It is also of paramount importance that his beliefs and actions conform with the 
teachings of the Holy Prophet ^JL-j aJLp iw\ ju>. 

& \ & % 4 ^ } s & *j % 

jC^JJ pOl^ -Oil JyaS ^[Jij jti j JiuJS. ^ «jUj\ UJ ffc ^ I ^ 
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(83) When any matter of safety or fear comes to them they broadcast it. If they 
had referred the matter to the messenger and those of them who have 
understanding, then it would, surely be known to those of them who have 
insight. If it were not for the grace of Allah upon you and His mercy, you 
would surely follow Shaytan save a few (of you). 

THE PROHIBITION AGAINST PUBLICISING UNVERIFIED NEWS 
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF REFERRING TO KNOWLEDGEABLE 
PERSONS 

The following detailed incident appears in Muslim (v.l p.480). Sayyidina 
Umar &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up iui once separated from 
his wives. When the news reached the people, they assumed that he had 
divorced them. Consequently this news spread among the people. 

When Sayyidina Umar ^ ibi received permission to see the Holy 
Prophet j Up 2bi he asked Prophet jJL. 5 Up i»i whether he had divorced 
his wives. When Prophet jJL, 3 Up &\ J^> replied in the negative, Sayyidina Umar 
<up ibi requested permission from the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ to clarify the 
matter in the Mosque (Masjid), where the people were all gathered. 

When the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up iut ju* permitted him, he stood at the door of 
the Mosque (Masjid) and announced in a loud voice, "the Holy Prophet Up <&i 
f-L- j did not divorce his wives/' On this occasion the above verse was revealed. 

AN EVIL PRACTICE OF THE HYPOCRITES 

A narration appears in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" [v.l pA56] in which it is narrated 
that the Holy Prophet ^L. 3 Up &\ used to despatch numerous armies to various 
destinations. When these armies returned, the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) used to ask 
them the result of the expedition. Before the army could reach the Holy Prophet 
pJL-j U* ifct ju*> these Hypocrites (Munafiqin) used to broadcast the news which 
would cause hurt to the Muslims in the event that the Muslims were defeated. It 
was with regard with this practice that. Allah revealed the above verse. 

In this verse Allah advises the Muslims to refer information to the people of 
understanding. They will delve in to the depths of the matter whereby 
incomplete news is not made public. The Hypocrites (Munafiqin) behaved as they 
did with intent to cause harm to the Muslims. 

The word "Yastambituna" (translated above as "those who have insight") 
literally refers to extracting water from the depths of the earth. In this context, it 
refers to people who possess the extra special ability to delve into matters and 
extract the truth. 

THE GRACE OF ALLAH AND HIS MERCY 

"If it were not for the grace of Allah upon you and His mercy, you would surely 
follow devil (Shaytan) save a few (of you)." Allah has sent to man His grace in the 
form of the Din (religion) of Islam and His mercy in the form of the Qur'an. If it 
were not for these, people would have been the servants of devil (Shaytan) except 
those who were practising upon the teachings of the previous Prophet 4*> 
Being able to recognise the oneness of Allah in an environment of polytheism 
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(shirk) (as certain Arabs had done) was also due to Allah's mercy, but the 
apostleship of the Holy Prophet jJL- 3 aJLp &\ and the Qur'an are special mercies. 
It is for this reason that they are mentioned exclusively. ["Ma'alimut Tanzil" v.l 
pA56] 

Lessen 1: The verse and the circumstances of revelation both indicate that 
every piece of information should not be accepted off hand since there exists a 
strong possibility that it may be inaccurate. The Holy Prophet jJL- 3 aJLp &\ has 

mentioned, "It is sufficient as a lie for a person to inform others of whatever he 
hears/' [Muslim, in the introduction] 

Not only do people today publicise unverified events, but they actually 
fabricate them. People are specially employed by organisations and governments 
to disseminate misinformation and slanted information. The Qur'an advises that 
even the truth should be announced with caution because it may cause harm to 
someone (as the Hypocrites (Mundfiqin) used to do). 

Lesson 2: Allama Baghawi Up iut ^ writes in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l p. 45 6) 
that the verse alludes to the permissibility of analogical deduction (Qiyds). 
Certain laws and injunctions may be derived directly from a verse or a narration. 
However, others have to be extracted by delving into the verses and extracting a 
law based on one's knowledge of Dm (religion). This is what is meant by "Qiyas". 
This will, of course, not be permissible when a law is directly obtainable from a 
verse. 

When a ruling is required on an issue that is not discussed specifically in the 
Qur'an and Sunnah, it will then be necessary to resort to Qiyas. This was 
practised by the "A'immah Mujtahidin" and is still practicable by those who 
have in-depth knowledge of the necessary sciences. If it is practised in today's 
times, reference must also be made to the rulings of previous Scholars (Ulama) in 
similar situations. If this is not done, there exists a very strong possibility of 
deviation, as has been witnessed with many in the past, especially those who 
wish to deduce rulings without the relevant knowledge and piety (Taqwa). 

(Ja>o <j\ w is^- iJ&Jy^ U°J~J *I ouSo 2 Ljuoj j Jllii 

(84) So fight in Allah's way! You are only responsible for yourselves, and urge 
on the believers. Soon Allah will curb the might of those who disbelieve. Allah 
is indeed more Powerful in might and more Potent in punishing. 

FIGHT IN ALLAH'S WAY AND URGE THE BELIEVERS (MU'MININ) 

Allama Baghawi Up ibt -<*-j writes in "Ma'alimut Tanzil" (v.l p.457) 'hat the 
Holy Prophet ^L-j U* i»i JL* negotiated an undertaking with Abu Sufyan after the 
battle of Uhud that they will meet again in battle in the month of Dhul Qa'dah at 
Badr. Accordingly, Prophet ^j^ii JL* instructed the Muslims to march on the 
appointed date. When some people became upset at this, the above verse was 
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revealed. 

Allah instructs the Holy Prophet ^ 3 *A* M that he is responsible only for 
himself. He should, therefore, proceed alone if need be. Allah shall render His 
assistance, but he should continue to encourage the Muslims. Consequently, the 
Holy Prophet <X* 3 Up &\ JL* mustered a force of 70 horsemen. There was no battle 
since the disbelievers (kuffar) did not turn up. 

"Soon Allah will curb the might of those who disbelieve." This Allah did. With 
the help of Allah, the Muslims were always victorious because "Allah is indeed 
more Powerful in might and more Potent in punishing." 




(85) Whoever makes a worthy intercession will receive a share of Whoever 
makes an evil intercession will receive the sin for it. Allah has Power over all 
things. 

THE REWARD OF A WORTHY INTERCESSION AND THE SIN OF 
AN EVIL ONE 

When a person intercedes on behalf of another for a worthwhile cause, he 
will be rewarded for it. However, if the intercession is to attain evil results, the is 
the intercessor shall share in the sin. Certain people are unable to express 
themselves because of poor language and expression or a lack of knowledge, etc. 
The person who intervenes and attempts to assist them in their task shall be 
greatly rewarded by Allah, even though he may not succeed. 

The Holy Prophet pJL-j aJLp i»i J^> is reported to have said, "Intercede and you 
will be rewarded! Allah decrees what He wills on the tongue of His messenger." 
[Bukhari v.2 p.891] This means that whatever intercession is brought before the 
Holy Prophet ^JL. 3 <uU &\ JL* shall earn the intercessor reward, even though the 
decision may prove contrary to expectations. 

A narration is reported in "Shama'il Tirmidhi" in which the Holy Prophet 
pJL, j Aip ibi JL* says, "Convey to me the need of those who are unable to present 
their needs before me. Verily the person who conveys to a leader the need of 
those who cannot do so themselves, then Allah will keep their feet steadfast on 
the Day of Judgment." 

When someone intercedes for another for employment in a Unlawful 
(Haram) institution, or to sell Unlawful (Haram) items, etc, then the intercessor 
shall share in the sin. People do this because those on whose behalf they 
intervene are friends, relatives or the children of friends. They do not consider 
whether the action they are assisting in is permissible or hot. They do not realise 
that they will also share in the collective sins of all those who are led to sin due to 
their action. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar i»» narrates that he heard Prophet ifo J^> 
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(J- ^ aJp say, "The person who intervenes before the enforcement of any of Allah's 
penalties is actually opposing Allah. The one who defends falsehood knowing 
that it is false, shall be under the constant displeasure of Allah. The one who 
attributes to a Believer (Mu'min) what is not in him, Allah shall enter him into the 
blood and puss of the people of Hell. This will be the condition unless he retracts 
his statement." [Mishkdt p. 315] 

Lesson: A woman belonging to the tribe of Bani Makhzum once stole'' 
during the time of the Holy Prophet ^up^i j^. Since she belonged to a noble 
family, the Quraish disliked that her hand be cut. They approached Sayyidina 
Usama bin Zaid <up &\ to intercede on her behalf because he was very dear to 
Prophet ,JL 3 <Op &\ When he did so, the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up ii told him, 
"Are you intervening between a penalty of Allah?" Then the Holy Prophet ibi JU* 
(4- j *ip stood up and addressed the people, "The nations of the past were 
destroyed because when a member of a noble family stole, they overlooked it, 
but when someone of a lower lineage stole they enforced the punishment. I 
swear by Allah that even if Fatima, the daughter of Muhammad ^.-dpiii JL> 
stole, I would have her hand cut off!" [Bukhari v.2 p.1003] 

Just as it is not permissible to intercede for sinful purposes, it is also 
prohibited for one to intercede for the appointment of a person who is 
incompetent. Should such a person be employed when he is incapable, he will 
misappropriate the responsibility (especially when this involves public service). 

Lesson: Intercession merely means that a person who is truly in need of 
something, appoints another to secure it on his behalf. It is not binding on the 
intercessor that he has to secure the object of his quest. He will try to the best of 
his abilities and, if he is unsuccessful, the other person has no right to be 
displeased. None may be forced to intercede for another. 

Lesson: It is not permissible to accept any remuneration, nor any gift for 
intercession. Anything received in this manner will be considered to be a bribe. 

Allah concludes with the words, "Allah has Power over all things." None can 
prevent Him from conferring rewards, nor from punishing. Imam Raghib i» 
Aip writes in his book "Mufarradat" that the word "muqita" used in this verse 
may be translated in three ways viz. That Allah "has power over all things," "is the 
Protector, " and "Vigilant over everything." 

"Ma'alimut Tanzil" reports that yet another meaning of the word is that 
Allah provides food for every living being. Therefore, the person who intercedes 
for another should never fear that he will ever be short of sustenance because 
Allah provides for all. 




(86) When you are greeted with a prayer, then reply with a better prayer, or 
return (the same). Most surely Allah shall take account of everything. 
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THE LAWS GOVERNING SALAM (GREETING) AND ITS REPLY 

The actual meaning of the Arabic word "tahiyyah" (translated above as '"a 
prayer") is a prayer that Allah should keep one alive. This word is used with the 
word "salam." This greeting will therefore be a prayer that Allah keeps one 
living in peace. 

THE ORIGIN OF THE SALAM 

* Sayyidina Abu Huraira ^ iui reports that Prophet jJL.^ aJ^ i»i said, 
"When Allah created Sayyidina Adam ajlp and instilled the soul within him, 
he sneezed. Thereupon he said, "Alhamdu Lillahl (All praise to Allah!)" Allah 
said, "Yar Hamu Kallahl (May Allah have mercy on you!)" Thereafter Allah told 
him, "O Adam, go to those angels over there and greet them by saying, 'As 
Salamu Alaykuml (Peace be on you!)" Sayyidina Adam <OLJi Up complied, 
whereupon the angels replied, "Wa Alaykiimus Salam Wa Rahmatullahl (Peace be 
on you too, and Allah's mercy!)" When he returned, Allah told him, "This will be 
the greeting for you and between your progeny after you." [Mishkat p. 400] 

This is the method in which Muslims are expected to greet at all times. In 
this manner they will be constantly praying for the safety and peace of each 
other. 

ADOPTING THE GREETINGS OF NON-MUSLIMS 

The English greetings of "Good morning!" "Good evening!" and "Good 
night!" are not a prayer (du'a) as is the salam. By stating the good condition of the 
day, the disbelievers (kuffar) merely wish to express the same to the person being 
greeted. Whereas the English greeting is only restricted to the particular part of 
the day mentioned (morning, evening, etc), the salam conveys a prayer of peace 
till eternity. 

Sayyidina Imran bin Husain <up &\ narrates that before the advent of 
Islam they used to greet each other with the words, "May Allah keep your eyes 
cool!" and "May Allah make your morning good!" He says that when they 
became Muslims, they were prohibited from these forms of greeting. [Abu Dawud] 

This hadith teaches us that it is prohibited to greet in a manner besides that 
of salam. It will therefore not be permissible to use greetings like "Good 
morning," and even the Arabic terms like "Sabahal khayr" and "Masahal khayr" 
(which may be translated as "Good morning" and "Good evening"). 

There are many words of greetings in vogue throughout the world. 
However, none are better than the Islamic greeting of salam. It displays the most 
love and is a most apt prayer (du'a) for a person since it invokes Allah to 
safeguard one from every type of difficulty. 

Since the word "Salam" is also one of the attributes of Allah, certain 
commentators have mentioned that when one greets, it means, "May Allah, who 
is the giver of peace, take you in His safety and custody, keeping you in peace 
forever." 
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THE VIRTUE OF EXCESSIVE SAL AM 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira <up &\ narrates that the Holy Propriety 3 Up &\ 
said, "None of you can enter Heaven (Jannah) without being a Believer (Mu'min), 
and none can be a Believer (Mu'min) until you have love between yourselves. 
Should I not show you an action whereby you will inculcate love between 
yourselves? Make salam widespread between yourselves." [Muslim v.l p.54] 

Salam should be made with all Muslims whether one recognises them or 
not. Prophet U* &\ is reported to have said, "When you meet a Muslim, 
greet him with salam." [Mishkat p. 133] 

Just as it is the right of a Muslim that he should be greeted, it is his right that 
his salam be replied to. Sayyidina Abu Huraira ^ &\ reports that the Holy 
Prophet ,JLj a> ibi said, "A Muslim has five rights upon other Muslims. 



(1) 


To reply to his greeting, 


(2) 


To visit him when he is sick, 


(3) 


To accompany his funeral bier, 


(4) 


To accept his invitation, and 


(5) 


To reply to his sneeze (by saying, "Yar Hamu * Kail ah" 
when he says " Alhamdu hill ah" after sneezing)." [Muslim 



v.l p. 2 13] 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar k* iui reports that someone asked the 

Holy Prophet Up iui what is the best action in Islam. The reply was, "To ; ! 

feed people and to greet those whom you know as well as those whom you do \ 

not know." [Bukhariv.l p.6] . [ 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira 2bi narrates that the Holy Prophet Up & 
pi- j said, "When any of you meets your (Muslim) brother, he should greet him 
with salam. If thereafter any tree or wall separates them, they should greet again 
when reuniting," [Abu Dawud] 

THE RIGHTS OF THE ROAD 

The Holy Prophet Up At said, "Do not sit on the roadside. If you 
have to do so, then fulfill its rights." When someone enquired what these rights 
were, the Holy Prophet Up &\ said, "The gazes should be lowered (so as not to 
look at what is prohibited), none should be harmed, greetings should be replied to, good 
should be enjoined and evil should be prohibited. " [Muslim v.l p.l 13] 

SALAM MUST BE MADE WHEN ENTERING A HOME OR 
ATTENDING A GATHERING 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira 2bi narrates that Prophet jJL,j Up 2b% said, 
"When you attend a gathering; greet, and if you find a suitable place, be seated. 
Then when you leave, greet again, for the second salam is just as important as the 
first." [Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud] 

Sayyidina Qatadah ^ &\ reports that the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &\ 
said, "When you enter a home, greet the inhabitants with salam and when you 
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leave, greet them once more." [Mishkdt p.399] 

GREETING THE PEOPLE OF ONE'S HOUSEHOLD 

Sayyidina Anas & reports that the Holy Prophet ^ &\ told 
him, "O son! When you enter your home, greet your housefolk with salam, for 
this will be a source of blessings for you." [Tirmidhi] 

THE VIRTUE OF INITIATING THE SALAM 

The Holy Prophet U* i»» said, "The person who greets first is free of 
pride." [Mishkdt p. 400] 

Sayyidina Abu Umamah ifo reports that the Holy Prophet Up ib» JU> 
jJL. j mentioned, "Verily the person who is closest to Allah is the one who greets 
first." [Abu Dawud v.2 p.350] 

The verse instructs that when one is greeted with "As Salamu Alaykum" , he 
should at the very l^ast reply by saying, "Wa Alaykumus Salam." In this way the 
obligation will be fulfilled. It will be best that he replies in a better manner, as the 
angels did when greeted by Sayyidina Adam fiLJ\ Up. They added the phrase, 
"Wa Rahmatullah." If a person uses this addition to greet (by saying, "As Salamu 
Alaykum Wa Rahmatullah"), then the person being greeted should reply by 
adding, "Wa Barakatuh" at the end (i.e. he should reply by saying, "Wa Alaykumus 
Salam Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuh"). 

Sayyidina Imran bin Husain <up As ^ j reports that a person once greeted the 
Holy Prophet jJL-j Up iwi by saying, "As Salamu Alaykuml" Prophet Up 
(JL— j replied accordingly, where after the person was seated. The Holy Prophet 
^Ju- j Up &\ Jl^ said, "He received ten rewards." Thereafter another person entered 
and greeted by saying, "As Salamu Alaykum Wa Rahmatullah!" the Holy Prophet 
jJL, 3 Up ii» JU, after replying, said that this person had earned twenty rewards. 

Then a third person entered with the greeting, "As Salamu Alaykum Wa 
Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuh!" Prophet ^ } Up i» said that this person had 
acquired thirty rewards. Then another person entered. He greeted by saying, "As 
Salamu Alaykum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuhu Wa Maghfiratuh!" the Holy 
Prophet ^ 3 U^ mentioned that this person had received forty rewards 

and that his rewards were still multiplying. This hadith has been narrated in Abu 
Dawud. Tirmidhi has also recorded it, but without the words, "wa 
Maghfiratuh." Imam Tirmidhi Up ifo ^ says that the hadith is "hasan" and then 
mentions that other Companions (Sahaba) ibi like Sayyidina Abu Sa'id 
Khudri i»i and Sayyidina Sahl bin Hunaif <up iui have also reported 
similar Ahadith. 

Allama Ibn Kathir Up ii\ ^ narrates in his Tafsir (v.l p. 531) from Ibn Jarir 
Up iui that when someone greeted the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ibi JL* with the 
addition of "ww Rahmatullah" he said, "Wa AZfly/c! (Upon you too!) You have left 
nothing for us, so we will reply just as you had greeted." After narrating this 
Allama Ibn Kathir Up &\ ^ mentions that it is learnt from this hadith that there is 
no further addition to the salam after "Wa Barakatuh." 

Imam Qurtubi Up 4^ is also of this opinion (v.5 p.299) that nothing should 
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be added after "Wa Barakatuh." The same has been mentioned in "Durrul 
Mukhtar". Since the narration of Abu Dawud with the addition of "Wa 
Maghfiratuh" is a weak narration, the jurists have ignored it. 

Imam Malik ^JLp &\ ^ narrates that a person once greeted Sayyidina Ibn 
Abbas i»i ^ with the addition of other words after "Wa Barakatuh." Sayyidina 
Ibn Abbas ibi ^ told him, "Indeed the salam terminates at 'barakah." < 
Sayyidina Imam Muhammad 4* &\ has also recorded this narration in his 
Mu'atta. Thereafter he writes, "We accept this. A person should stop after saying, 
'Wa Barakatuh; for indeed it is best to follow the Sunnah." 

In his book Fat'hul Bari, Hafidh Ibn Hajar ^ i ^, has accumulated all 
those Ahadith in which additions to "Wa Barakatuh" have been narrated. He 
writes that although these Ahadith are weak, their numbers lend strength to 
them. He then mentions that to add to "Wa Barakatuh" will not be considered to 
be Sunnah, but is permissible. Allah knows best. 

SOME RULINGS 

Ruling: It is Sunnah to greet, but compulsory (Wajib) to reply. This is from 
those things wherein the reward of the Sunnah exceeds that of the compulsory 

(Wajib). 

Ruling: In the words of the hadith, a person, before entering a home, should 
say, "As Sallamu Alaykum, may I enter?" This is to be repeated thrice. If no 
permission is granted after the third time, one should retreat. One may not enter, 
nor look into another's home without permission. 

The Holy Prophet ^JL-j 4* ifo said, "Do not allow that person to enter who 
does not begin with salam!" i.e. The person who does not make salam before 
requesting permission to enter. [Mishkat p. 400/1] 

Ruling: When someone conveys the salams of another, the recipient should 
include the conveyer in the reply. For example, he should say, "Alayka WaAlayhis 
Salam! (Salams to you and him!)." When a Sahabi & sent salams to Prophet 
^ 3 Up i»i jl* with his son, he replied, "Salams to you and your father!" [Abu 
Dawud p. 354] 

Ruling: Sayyidina Abu Ayyub Ansari &\ reports that the Holy 
Prophet pi— j aJlp ibi ,J~p said, "It is not permissible for a person to sever ties with 
his brother for more than three days; when they meet then each ignores the 
other. The best of them is the one who initiates the salam." [Bukhari v. 2 p. 897] 

Ruling: Sayyidina Abu Huraira i» narrates that Prophet ^L. 3 *A* & J^> 
said, "It is not permissible for a Believer (Mu'min) to sever ties with another 
Believer (Mu'min) for more than three days. When three days have expired, they 
should meet and greet with salam. If the one being greeted replies, both will 
share in the reward. If he does not reply, he will be sinful and the one who 
greeted will be absolved of the sin of severing ties." [Abu Dawud v.2 p. 17] 

Three days is the limit. Relations should be restored before this. However, a 
person's pride will have to be swallowed before greeting. It is for this reason that 
the reward for taking the initial step is so great, as the above narration of Bukhari 
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mentioned, "The best of them is the one who initiates the salam." 

Ruling: A rider should greet the one on foot, the one on foot should greet 
the one who is sitting, a small group should greet a larger group and youngsters 
should greet the elders. [Bukhari v.2 p.92] 

Ruling: If a seated group is greeted, the reply of one of them will suffice. 
Similarly, if an individual of a passing group greets, it will suffice for the rest of 
them. [Abu Dawud v.2 p.352] 

Ruling: One's Salah will be nullified if one verbally greets another person 
while performing Salah or if one replies to another person's greeting; even 
though both actions may be forgetfully. However, if the greeting was by an 
indication of the hand (i.e. not verbal), the Salah will be rendered Makruh 

(reprehensible but not nullified). 

Ruling: It is Makruh (reprehensible) to speak to or greet the following people. 
If they are greeted, they are not obliged to reply. They include those who are 
performing Salah, reciting the Qur'an, engaged in oneness of Allah (Tauhid), 
teaching hadith, delivering or listening to a sermon, learning or teaching Din 
(religion),, reciting the Talbiya, giving the Adhan or the Iqamah, and those judges 
presiding over a court hearing. 

Ruling: People engaged in Unlawful (War am) activities like playing chess, etc. 
should also not be greeted. The person in the toilet must also not be 
greeted. 

Ruling: A disbeliever (kdfir) should not be greeted with salam. 

Ruling: It is Makruh (reprehensible) to greet young women who are not one's 
Mahram. 

Ruling: Salam should not be made to those who are sleeping or intoxicated. 

Ruling: It is Makruh (reprehensible) to greet those who are engaged in singing 
and dancing, as well as those who race pigeons. 

Ruling: It is not permissible to greet a person who is an open sinner. 

The above was extracted from Durrul Mukhtar and Raddul Mukhtar (v.l 
pAU/5) 

"Most surely Allah shall take account of everything." If every person keeps this 
in mind, he will not neglect the rights of others, nor those of Allah. 




(87) There is no deity except Allah. He will most definitely gather all of you on a 
day about which there is no doubt. Who is it that speaks more truthfully than 
Allah? 



i 

i 
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THERE IS NO DEITY BESIDES ALLAH, WHO SHALL GATHER ALL 
ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT 

This verse reiterates the beliefs in oneness of Allah (Tauhid) and resurrection. 
That day is inevitable when every person shall be given what he deserves. Allah 
has informed of this event and there is none more truthful than Him. 




(88) What ails you that you have divided into two parties with regard to the 
hypocrites, whereas Allah has cast them back because of what they earned? Do 
you wish to guide him whom Allah has sent astray? You shall never find a road 
for the one whom Allah has sent astray. (89) They long that you should 
disbelieve as they disbelieved, so that you may be equal with them. So do not 
choose any of them as your friends until they migrate in the path of Allah. If 
they turn back, then grab hold of them and put them to death wherever you find 
them. Do not make any of them your friend nor ally. (90) except those who seek 
refuge with a nation with whom you have a pact; or they come to you in a 
condition that their hearts forbid them from fighting you or from fighting their 
nation. If Allah willed, He would have given them sovereignty over you, then 
they would have surely fought you. If they keep away from you, do not fight 
you and maintain peace with you, then Allah does not allow any path for you 
against them. (91) Soon you will find others who wish to remain secure from 
you and remain secure from their nation. Each time that they are returned to 
anarchy, they turn back thereto. If they do not keep away from you, do not 
maintain the peace between you and do not restrain their hands, then grab hold 
of them and put them to death wherever you find them Against such people We 
have granted you a clear warrant. 
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WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH THE HYPOCRITES AND 
ENEMIES? 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.5 p.107) reports from Sayyidina Mujahid dp & that this 
verse refers to those people who migrated from Makkah to Madinah and then 
turned apostate. They requested the Holy Prophet ju> for permission to 

return to Makkah so that they may gather their trading stock and resume 
business. The Muslims were divided about these people. Some called them 
hypocrites while others considered them to be Muslims. To resolve their 
division, Allah revealed the above verse, exposing their hypocrisy and ordering 
their execution. 

According to Sayyidina Dhahhak Up &\ ^ Jf the verse refers to those people 
who remained in Makkah. Although they claimed to be Muslims, they did not 
migrate. Consequently, the Muslims were divided about them. Some considered 
them to be hypocrites and severed all ties with them. Others maintained their 
relationship with them. The verse was then revealed to clear the dispute and 
instructed the Muslims not to associate with them until they migrate. 

After reporting these two narrations, the author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" records 
the following narration of Bukhari (v.2 p.660), Muslim, Tirmidhi, Nasa'i and 
Ahmad. It is reported that when the Muslims were marching towards Uhud, a 
group of Hypocrites (Munafiqin) turned back. The Muslims were divided about 
their condition. Some wanted them killed, while others did not. The above verse 
was revealed on this occasion in which Allah says, "What ails you that you have 
divided into tzvo parties with regard to the hypocrites, whereas Allah has cast them back 
(causing them to return from the rest of the army) because of what they earned? Do you 
wish to guide him who Allah has sent astray? You shall never find a road for him who 
Allah has sent astray. 

Thereafter, Allah makes mention of the evil schemes of the Hypocrites 
(Mitvafiqin). Allah says, "They long that you should disbelieve as they disbelieved, so 
that you may be equal with them. So do not choose any of them as your friends until they 
migrate in the path of Allah." The migration is qualified by the words "in the path of 
Allah." This is because the migration that is not for Allah's pleasure, but for 
worldly gains, is no migration at all. 

"If they turn back then grab hold of them and put them to death wherever you find 
them. Do not make any of them your friend nor ally..." When considering all the 
verses, it comes to light that the verses referred to all three types of Hypocrites 
(Munafiqin) mentioned in the above three narrations. However, the execution 
order did not apply to all of them because the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) of Madinah 
were not executed. 

The order for execution and separation applied to all the Hypocrites 

(Munafiqin) "except those who seek refuge with a nation with whom you have a pact." 
Those were also excluded from the instruction who "come to you in a condition that 
their hearts forbid them from fighting you or from fighting their nation" 

"If Allah willed He would have given them sovereignty over you, then they would 
have surely fought you. If they keep away from you, do not fight you and maintain peace 
between you, then Allah does not allow any path for you against them." ' This means 



Surah An-Nisa 4: 92 



615 



Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 



that in the above case, the Muslims may not fight them. 

Up to this point, two groups were mentioned. The first is that group who 
accepted Islam but refused to migrate, or they opted to return to the disbelievers 
(kuffar) state after migrating. The second group are those who enter into a pact 
with the Muslims not to fight or those who join with such people that already 
have a pact with the Muslims. 

Thereafter Allah goes on to mention the third group. "Soon you will find 
others who wish to remain secure from you and remain secure from their nation. Each 
time that they are returned to anarchy, they turn back thereto." This means that these 
people are prone to attack the Muslims at the slightest instigation, thus breaking 
their pact. 

When this type of situation arises Allah advises, "If they do not keep away from 
you, do not maintain the peace between you and do not restrain their hands, then grab 
hold of them and put them to death wherever you find them. Against such people We 
have granted you a clear warrant (to kill them)." 

In the initial stages of Islam, every Muslim was required to migrate to 
Madinah. This was a precondition to his Iman and Muslim were not allowed to 
associate with those who did not migrate. However, when MakMh was 
conquered, this compulsion was waived. The Holy Prophet ^ iii ju said, 
"There is no migration after the conquest! Now the only obligations are one's 
intention and Jihad (religion war). So hasten when you are summoned to Jihad 
(religion war)\" [Mishkat p. 331] 

£ ot 4 £ % ^ A &2 *46 

bt — >^=> op f-^t-y >-a> J-_?^ y^j p^- 5 4-^ 

j^j til ^juj r^=^ 

(92) It does not behove a Believer (Mu'min) to kill another Believer (Mu'min) 
except in error. Whoever kills a Believer (Mu'min) in error is obliged to set free a 
believing slave and pay the blood money to his (the deceased's) family; unless 
they pardon it. If the murdered person is from a nation that are enemies to you, 
but he is a Believer (Mu'min), then a believing slave is to be set free. If he (the 
murdered person) is from a nation with whom you have a pact, the blood money 
is incumbent, which should be paid to his family as well as setting free a 
believing slave. The one who cannot find a slave should fast for two consecutive 
months as a means of repentance as prescribed by Allah. Allah is All Knowing, 
The Wise. 




Surah An-Nisa 4: 92 



616 



Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 



THE LAWS OF MANSLAUGHTER (UNINTENTIONAL MURDER) 

The penalty for intended murder is Qisas (death penalty) as has been, 
discussed in Surah Baqarah. To kill a person is a major sin, which every Muslim 
should abstain from. For this reason Allah says that it does not behove a Believer 
(Mu'min) that he kill another, even a disbeliever (kafir). 

Allah says in Surah Bani Isra'il, "And do not kill a soul that Allah has forbidden 
except with a warrant." (Surah 17, verse 33). It will be permitted to kill an 
antagonistic disbeliever (kafir) and one not offered security by the Muslim state. 
Similarly, the married Muslim who has committed adultery can be executed as 
well as that Muslim who intentionally murders a person (this is Qisas). 

Since the Qur'an and the Ahadith have issued such stern and terse warnings 
against murdering a Muslim, it is incomprehensible for any Muslim to murder 
another. The only way in which this reprehensible action be perpetrated is 
unintentionally. This is termed as "Qatl Khat' a". Qatl khat' a is of two types viz. 

1. "Khat'a fil Qasd": By way of example, let us assume that a hunter saw 
what he thought was an animal. Only after he shot it was it determined that 
target was a human. Another example is that he thought that the target was a 
disbeliever (kafir) adversary in battle. After firing, it is discovered that he shot a 
Muslim. (In both of the above cases, the action was sure, but the intention proved 
erroneous). 

2. "Khat'a fil Fi'al": An example of this type is where a person aims to fire 
at a designated target, but misses and hits a person instead. (In this case the 
action was erroneous) . 

In both types of manslaughter, "Kaffara" (death penally) and "Diyah" (blood 
money) are due from the murderer. These, as well as the Qisas, have been 
instituted by the Shari'ah to safeguard the lives of people. It is indeed sad that 
the so-called Muslim countries do not even enforce these laws. By so doing, they 
have caused the lives of people to become worthless. On the contrary people are 
extremely safe in those countries where these laws are instated. 

THE LAWS OF KAFFARA (DEATH PENALTY ) AND DIYAH (BLOOD 
MONEY) 

"Whoever kills a Believer in error is obliged to set free a believing slave and pay 
the blood money to his (the deceased's) family-, unless they pardon it." Once the heirs 
of the murdered person forgo the Diyah (blood money), it will no longer be liable 
from the murderer. If any one of them remits his share, only that share will be 
remitted. 

"If the murdered person is from a nation that are enemies to you, but he (the 
murdered person) is a Believer (Mu'min), then a believing slave is to be set free." The 
blood money shall be waived in this case. This is so because the blood money 
(Diyah) is a form of inheritance and there are no links of inheritance between 
Muslims and disbelievers (kuffar). 

"If he (the murdered person) is from a nation with whom you have a pact, the blood 
money is incumbent, which should be paid to his family as well as setting free a believing 
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slave/' This shall apply if there are Muslims among the family of the murdered 
person. If none of his heirs is Muslim, then no blood money (Diyah) will be due. 

If both the murderer and the murdered person are from a Muslim country, 
then the blood money (Diyah) as well as the freeing of a Muslim slave will be 
incumbent. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.5 pi 14] 

"The one who cannot find a slave (as in our present day situation; or he cannot 
afford one, then he) should fast for two consecutive months../' These two months 
should not include the month of Ramadhan. This will substitute the Kaffara, not 
the blood money (Diyah). 

The two months of fasting will be "as a means of repentance as prescribed by 
Allah." Allah shall forgive the on£ who fasts likewise with sincerity. 

"Allah is All Knowing, The Wise." Allah is Aware of either party. No person 
should consider himself absolved if none is informed of his murder. Allah shall 
punish him accordingly in the Hereafter. All His commands are replete with 
wisdom, be they the freeing of slaves, the blood money (Diyah), etc. 

Note: "If he (the murdered person) be from a nation with whom you have a pact..." 
In this part of the verse, the clause is not mentioned stating that the deceased is a 
Muslim. On account of this, certain jurists maintain that the extract refers to the 
murder of a "Dhimmi" or a "Mu'ahid" (a disbeliever (kdfir) visiting a Muslim 
country with the relevant visas). Imam Qurtubi Up ib» has recorded in his 
book Ahkamul Qur'an (v.3 p.325) that the above is the opinion of Sayyidina Ibn 
Abbas <up &\ Scholar (Imam) Sha'bi U* & "^j, Imam Nakha'i Up &\ <^ Jr Imam 
Shafi'i Up iii ^-j and Imam Tabari Up & ^> 

After mentioning this, he continues to narrate that this part of the verse 
refers to certain Pofytheists (Mushrikin) in the time of the Holy Prophet Up &\ JU* 
(JL- > They contracted a pledge with him to the effect that they may be attacked if 
they do not accept Islam. This pledge was to last for a stipulated period wherein 
if any of them were killed, the blood money (Diyah) as well as the due expiation 
(Kaffara) would be due from the murderer. However, this was annulled when 
Allah revealed the first verse of Surah Bara'ah. 

CERTAIN LAWS PERTAINING TO THE DIYAH 

Ruling: The blood money (Diyah) in unintentional murder (Qatl khat'a) is a 
hundred camels for every life. These camels should constitute of 20 two-year old 
female camels, 20 three-year old female camels, 20 two-year old male camels, 20 
four-year old female camels and 20 five-year old female camels. This has been 
reported from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ it ^>j. 

Ruling: If a person chooses not to pay in camels, he may pay a thousand 
Dinars (gold coins) or ten thousand Dirhams (silver coins). 

Ruling: According to Imam Abu Hanifa 4* ii the blood money (Diyah) 
may only be paid in camels, gold and silver. However, according to Imam Abu 
Yusuf Up &\ and Imam Muhammad Up As a hundred cows, a thousand 
goats or two hundred sets of clothing may also be paid. This has been stipulated 
by Sayyidina Umar <up iui 
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Ruling: The blood money (Diyah) for a woman will be half of that for a 
man. 

Ruling: The blood money (Diyah) for a Dhimmi is equal to that of a Muslim. 

Ruling: The blood money (Diyah) will be distributed among the heirs 
according to their shares. If all the heirs waive the blood money (Diyah) e the 
entire amount will be remitted. If only some of them forgo their shares, only 
theirs will be waived. 

Ruling: If the murdered person has no heirs, the blood money (Diyah) will 
be placed into the public treasury ("Baitul Mai"). 

Ruling: Although the due expiation (Kaffara) (freeing the slave or fasting) 
will have to be paid by the murderer himself, the blood money (Diyah) will be 
paid by his "Aqila" i.e. those with whom he lives and associates, and who 
usually assist him. If they do not exist, then his family or tribe will become the 
Aqila. According to Imam Shafi'i aA* &\4^ Jf the blood money (Diyah) is to be paid 
by the tribe or clan of the murderer. The details of this can be found in the books 
of jurisprudence. 

The question may arise as to why should so many people be held 
responsible to pay the blood money (Diyah) when it was only one person who 
committed the murder? The first and foremost answer is that the Ahadith of the 
Holy Prophet jJL-j Up js>\ stipulates this. Another reply is that a person who 
exercises such heedlessness to kill another does so due to his reliance upon those 
from whom he is assured support. They are also burdened with the payment 
because it was their duty to ensure that their members do not exercise such 
negligence due to which the life of a person was lost. If they were vigilant in the 
matter, the incidences of such murders will be drastically reduced. They are also 
held responsible because of their carelessness in overseeing the activities of their 
people. 

Ruling: The Aqila will be permitted to pay the blood money (Diyah) over a 
period of three years. If they cannot afford to pay, the tribe or family closest to 
them will have to assist. The murderer will also be included among the Aqila 
and he will have to pay as one of them. Details can be had from the books of 
jurisprudence. 

OTHER TYPES OF MURDER 

Ruling: Besides the aforementioned types of murder, there are the " Amad" 
(intentional) and "Shibh Amad" (similar to intentional) types as well. The amad 
type will, Insha Allah, be discussed later in the subsequent verses. Shibh Amad is 
that type of murder in which the intention was to kill, but the weapon used was 
not one usually used to kill e.g. a stick or whip. The penalty for this type of 
murder is just as in the case of Khat'a (unintentional murder). The only difference 
will be in the constitution of the camels. Instead of five categories of camels there 
will only be four. i.e. 25 two-year old female camels, 25 three-year old female 
camels, 25 four-year old female camels and 25 five-year old female camels. This 
is according to Imam Abu Hanif a *ip i»» ^ j7 as a verduct from Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ ^>j. 



Surah An-Nisa 4: 92 



619 



Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 



Ruling: A male or female slave may be emancipated as due expiation 
(Kaffara) since the word "raqaba" used in the verse refers to both of these. 
However, it is necessary that they be Muslim. 

Ruling: If a person was f orced to fast due to his inability to find a slave, the 
two months of fasting should be consecutive without a break in between. If, due 
to illness, he was compelled to miss a fast in between, the two months will have 
to renewed. A woman, however, is permitted to miss the fasts because of her 
menstruation, after which she may continue where she left off. 

CERTAIN OTHER TYPES OF MURDER 

The jurists have further classified murder into two other types. The first is 
termed "Ma Ujriya Majral Khat'a" ("that which is in the same order as Khat'a"). An 
example of this is where a sleeping person rolls and falls on another, killing him 
thereby. Due expiation (Kaffara) and blood money (Diyah) are both due from him. 

The other type is termed "Qatl Bis Sabab" ("murder due to an exterior 
factor"). An example of this is where a person digs a pit or places a boulder upon 
the land of another. Thereafter, this pit or boulder causes the death of someone. 
In this case, the blood money (Diyah). will *b£ due from the Aqila, but there will be 
no due expiation (Kaffara). 

Ruling: If a pregnant woman was struck in the belly causing the death of 
the unborn child, a slave or five hundred Dirhams (silver coins) will be due from 
the aggressor. This is referred to as "Ghurra" in the Shari'ah. If the child was 

aborted thereby and died only afterwards, a complete blood money (Diyah) will 
be due. If the child was killed instantly and then the mother also died, a complete 
blood money (Diyah) will bedue for the mother and a Ghurra for the child. 

If the child was still alive when aborted but died later, after which the 
mother also lost her life/then two complete bloods money (Diyah) will be due for 
each of them. Whatever becomes due because of the miscarriage will be 
distributed among the heirs of the child. 

Ruling: It is the responsibility of every rider to ensure that he rides his 
animal without harming anyone. He will be liable for any harm caused to 
another who was trampled upon by the animal, bitten by it or with whom the 
animal collided. 

Ruling: If both the riders of two Worses were killed when they collided, the 
Aqila of each will have to reimburse the opposite party. 

Lesson: Qisas and blood money (Diyah) have been ordained by the Shari'ah 
to safeguard the lives of people. Failure to implement them will only cause the 
loss of innocent lives. Allah says in Surah Ma'idah, "The one who does not judge by 
that which Allah revealed, then those are the unjust ones indeed" [Surah 5, verse 45] 

All those people who allege that the laws of Islam are barbaric and unjust 
are disbelievers (kujfar) even though they may claim to be Muslims. In the 
absence of the laws of Shari'ah, aggressors think nothing of taking the lives of 
others. Even if they are arrested, their cases never reach the courts because of 
bribery. Should they reach the court, lawyers will make every attempt and seek 
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every loophole to acquit them. If they are ever convicted, their sentences are 
repealed or lightened. Then too these sentences are served in prisons, not 
benefiting the heirs of the deceased in any way. 

This state of affairs has jeopardised public safety and murderers roam the 
streets freely. The vast majority of these criminals never .see the courtroom and 
those who are sentenced appeal for amnesty, often gaining it. Even if they are 
refused at first, they are freed in the celebrations of a new government. 

People think (Allah forbid) that the present day legislation is sufficient for 
them and they need not resort to the Islamic form of penal codes. Allah responds 
to their misconception by declaring that "Allah is All Knowing, The Wise." 
Accordingly, He passes laws and whoever objects to these are, in reality, 
objecting to Him! 




(93) Whoever intentionally murders a believer, his retribution shall be Hell 
where he shall abide forever; Allah shall be angry with him, curse him and 
prepare for him a dreadful punishment. 

THE GRAVE SIN OF MURDERING A MUSLIM 

After making mention of the erroneous killing, Allah now speaks of the 
consequences in the Hereafter of deliberate murder. Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Umar ^ ibt ^ narrates that Prophet jJL-j Up &\ JL* said, "The destruction of the 
entire universe is less significant to Allah than the murder of single believer/' 
[Mishkatp.300] 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira and Abu Sa'id &\ cr > J both narrate that the Holy 
Prophet fl-j Up 2bi said, "If all the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth 
were to collectively murder a single believer, Allah would cast them all headlong 
into the fire of Hell." [Thid] 

Sayyidina Abu Darda ^ ibi reports that the Holy Prophet ^ _> Up ifo 
said, "There is a possibility that Allah may forgive any sin except the one who 
commits polytheism (shirk) till his death and the one who murdered a believer 
(Mu'min). Allah shall never forgive them." [Mishkatp. 301] 

Despite these severe warnings, Muslims all over the world do murder each 
other for petty tribal, lingual and national reasons. These people drag with them 
to their graves the grievous sin of spilling the blood of their Muslim brother. The 
resultant consequences will be severe indeed since the fire of Hell is no small 
affair. They needlessly destroy their unity and give strength to the enemies of 
Islam by succumbing to their instigation of war. 

Islam united the warring factions of the Aws and Khazraj tribes of Madinah, 
who buried the century old hatchet when the Holy Prophet jJL^ Up &\ JU> arrived 
in their city. Once when they were incited by some Jews to do battle, Prophet 
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calmed them down and Allah revealed the verse, "Holdfast to the rope of 
Allah collectively and do not be separated. Recall the bounty of Allah upon you when you 
were enemies and Allah forged the bond of love between your hearts so that you became 
brothers by His grace. You were upon the brink of an abyss of the Fire and Allah rescued 
you therefrom." [Surah 2, verse 103]. This verse was discussed in Surah Baqarah. 

The disbelievers (kujfar) will never be satisfied with Muslim unity and will 
always persist in their attempts to place the Muslims at loggerheads with each 
other. Like sheep, the Muslims destroy their lives in the Hereafter by killing 
other Muslims merely because they are not of their inclinations. 

The Holy Prophet pJL. _> Up iiii JL* emphatically stated on the tenth of Dhul 
Hijjah upon the occasion of the farewell Hajj, "Do not turn apostate after me and 
do not sever the necks of each other/' [Bukhari v.2 p.1048] 

The Holy Prophet ^ j Up i& JU> has also mentioned, "He who lifts a weapon 
against us is not from us." [Bukhari v.2 p. 1047] 

In another hadith, he mentioned, "None of you should even point a weapon 
at his brother. Perchance Devil (Shay tan) may snatch it from his hand (thereby 
killing the other) and he will then sink to the depths of Hell." [Ibid] 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira <up &\ reports that Prophet jJL- 3 Up &\ said, "I 
swear by The Being in whose hands is my life! That the day will certainly arrive 
before the Day of Judgment wherein the murderer will not know why he had 
murdered and the victim will also not know why he had been killed." When 
someone asked the reason for this, the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up &\ JU> replied, "This 
will be due to rampant strife and anarchy. Both the murderer and the murdered 
will be in the fire of Hell!" [Muslim] 

Sayyidina Abu Bakr reports that when two Muslims draw swords 

to fight each other, both shall end up in Hell. Someone enquired from the Holy 
Prophet jJL- j Up &\ JL* that this could be understood with regard to the one who 
killed his adversary, but what about the one who is killed? The reply was that he 
also intended to kill the other. He will enter Hell on account of his evil intention. 
[Bukhari v.2 p. 1049] 

Lesson: The consensus of the Ahlus Sunnah maintain that the Muslim who 
murders another will eventually be forgiven by Allah after having to suffer the 
punishment of Hell, as is the case with all other sins. However, the famous 
opinion of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas &\ is that he will never be forgiven. The 
opposite has also been reported from him as reported by Allama Baydawi it 
Up. Commentators mention that this may refer to those who consider murder to 
be permissible, in which case they will be disbelievers (kujfar). 

Ruling: The right to waive the Qisas lies with the heirs of the deceased. No 
ruler or magistrate can overrule this right. 

Ruling: The person who murders one from whom he was due to inherit, 
shall be deprived of the inheritance. This is due to the possibility that he 
murdered him in order to receive the inheritance prematurely. 

Ruling: The above rule will also apply in Shibh Amad. 
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(94) O you who believe! When you travel in Allah's way then verify and do not 
tell the one who makes his submission apparent that "You are not a believer!" 
(thereby) seeking the gains of the worldly life. With Allah lies tremendous 
spoils. You were the same before, until Allah bestowed His grace upon you; so 
verify/ Indeed Allah is Informed of what you do. 

DO NOT TELL ANY PERSON WHO CLAIMS TO BE A MUSLIM 
THAT HE IS NOT A BELIEVER 

"Durrul Manthur" (v.2 p.199) records a narration of Bukhari (v.2 p.606), 
Nasa'i and others in which Sayyidina Ibn Abbas &\ reports that a group of 
Muslims once encountered a person who was travelling with all his wealth. He 
greeted them with salam, but they killed him and took possession of his wealth. 
The above verse was revealed with reference to this incident. 

Another incident has also been narrated by Tirmidhi and others from 
Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ ifo that a person from the tribe of Bani Sulaim once 
met a group of Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ while he was grazing his goats. 
He greeted them with salam, whereupon some of them argued that the greeting 
was merely to secure himself from them (he was not a Muslim but merely 
greeted them so that they may not harm him, thinking that he is a Muslim). 
When they killed him and brought his goats to Madinah, the above verse was 
revealed. 

The verse warns Muslims not to be drastic in their actions when someone 
displays his Islam in any way, be it by way of greeting with Salam, reciting the 
Kalimah, etc. such a person's claims should not be rejected without investigating 
the matter. Since the Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ in the above incidents took 
the person's possessions, Allah says further, " ....(thereby) seeking the gains of the 
worldly life. With Allah'lies tremendous spoils/' 

Allah then draws attention to the fact that at one stage even those (Muslims) 
who are careless not to accept the word of another person were in the same boat 
as he is in. Allah says, "You were the same before, till Allah bestowed His grace upon 
you (by inspiring you to accept Islam, thereby securing your lives in both the worlds)/' 

This verse makes it clear that a person's claim to Islam should be accepted at 
face value, since true belief lies within the heart an3 rio human can perceive what 
is there. A person is obliged to accept what he can easily deduce from the 
exterior. 

The Holy Prophet jJL-j Up iui ju> mentioned, "I have been commanded to 
fight people till they testify 'La Ilaha Illallahu Muhammadur Rasulullah/ and they 
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establish Salah and give Zakah. Once they do this, they have secured their lives 
and their property from me, unless they neecf to be executed on account of an 
Islamic penalty (like Qisas). This is a different case, and their reckoning rests 
with Allah/' [Mishkdt p. 12] 

Muslims should accept others to be Muslims when they claim to be such. 
What their hearts conceal shall be judged by Allah. Allah shall give them their 
due retribution. 

Lesson: Allah repeats the instruction to verify by asserting, "so verify!" In 
this second instance, no mention is made of journeying, as in the first instance. 
This teaches the Muslim that verification should be given priority while on 
journey as well as when at home. The events leading to every cause of action 
must be authenticated. Nothing must be done on mere assumptions. This is 
especially necessary where the lives and property of people are concerned. 

Islam is a Dm (religion) of peace and security. No injustice should be 
allowed to be perpetrated on the grounds of mere allegations and suspicions. 

Lesson: It is necessary to expose the disbelief (kufr) of those whose beliefs 
exude disbelief (kufr) even though they claim to be Muslims. Such is the case 
with those who refute the finality of Prophethood of the Holy Prophet aJLp ib» JL* 
fJL- j and those who say that the penal code of Islam is unjust. The same will 
apply to those who deny the status of the Ahadith in Islamic law and those who 
claim that the Qur'an was adulterated. 

The common belief among people that every person cannot be termed a 
disbeliever refers to those whose claim to Islam is not tainted by any shadows of 
disbelief (kufr). It is a gross misconception that every person who faces the Qibla 
should be considered a Muslim. The statement of the jurists in this regard (that 
no person facing our Qibla may be said to be a disbeliever (kafir)) has been 
adequately explained by Mulla Ali Qari aJLp &\ ^ in the commentary of "Fiqhul 
Akbar". He says that this statement means that no such person be classified a 
disbeliever (kafir) as long as there are no signs and indications of disbelief (kufr) 
apparent in his beliefs and actions, 

m 

Lesson: No person may be termed a disbeliever (kafir)by committing any sin 
as long as he does not consider the sin to be lawful. He will be called a 
disbeliever (kafir) if he considers sin to be lawful or rejects the obligatory nature 
of any of the obligations (Faraidh). 

The Holy Prophet (JL, 3 <M & mentioned that the demands of Belief (Imdn) 
are three. The first is to restrain the hand and the tongue from any person who 
claims to be a Muslim. The second is not to term him a disbeliever (kafir) on 
account of any sin. The third is that Jihad (religion war) will remain from the time 
Allah sent him [the Holy Prophet jJL, «uU &\ JL* till the time when the surviving 
members of his Ummah fight Dajjal. The Holy Prophet (JL, 3 <4± i»i JL* added that 
Jihad (religion war) will not be terminated by the oppression of any tyrant, nor by 
the justice of any just person. Prophet pJL^ &\ JU> stated further that belief in 
Taqdir (predestination) was also a requisite of Iman. [Abu Dawud] 
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(95) The believers who sit back without excuse cannot be equal to those who 
strive in Allah's way with their wealth and lives. Allah has immensely elevated 
the stages of those who strive in His way with their wealth and lives over those 
who sit back. Allah has promised bliss for each of them, and Allah has preferred 
those who strive over those who sit back by conferring on them a tremendous 
reward. (96) (in the form of) lofty stages by Him, forgiveness and mercy. Allah 
is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful 

THE MUJAHIDIN AND THE PASSIVE ONES CANNOT BE 
EQUATED 

As was understood by the above hadith, the need for Jihad (religion war) will 
remain until the last people of the Ummah fight Dajjal. This must be fought with 
one's wealth and life for the sole purpose of elevating the Din (religion) of Allah. 

Allah begins by declaring that "The believers who sit back without excuse cannot 
be equal to those who strive in Allah 's way with their wealth and lives" A person who 
exerts himself to elevate the Din (religion) in whichever way possible shall always 
be superior than those who do nothing for the Din (religion). 

"Allah has immensely elevated the stages of those who strive in His way with their 
wealth and lives over those who sit back" From the Arabic context, it is understood 
that their elevated stages are such that others can never reach them. [Ruhul Ma'ani] 

While the opening part of the verse statecj that the rank of the Mujahidin is 
superior to those who are inactive, this part emphasises to them that the inactive 
ones should not think that they are only secondary in status to the Mujahidin, 
but that they are also depriving themselves of a vastly superior standing in 
Allah's sight. Of course, those who have a legitimate reason for not participating 
are excused. * 

Sayyidina Bara bin Azib <up ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet & JU> 
^ j dictated to Sayyidina Zaid bin Thabit <up Aibi j the verse, "The believers who sit 
back cannot be equal to those who strive in Allah 's way with their wealth and lives." 
Thereupon Sayyidina Abdullah bin Ummi Maktum ^ &\ ^ J (a blind Sahabi) 
asked, "How may I attain the privilege when I have been deprived of sight?" 
Allah then revealed the exception of "without excuse." The verse thus read, "The 
believers who sit back without excuse cannot be equal to those who strive in Allah 's way 
with their wealth and lives. " 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas narrates (Bukhari v. 2 p. 660/1) that this verse 

referred to those who did not participate in the battle of Badr. There was no 
general conscription for the battle of Badr, therefore those who did not 
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participate were not sinful. They, however, could not hope to achieve an equal 
footing with those who did participate. The verse holds true for every period of 
time and the statement of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ ib» merely indicates that the 
verse was revealed on that particular occasion of Badr. 

"Allah has promised bliss for each of them..." Both the Mujahidin and those 
who fail to participate in Jihad (religion war) have been promised entry into 
Heaven (Jannah) ["Ruhul Ma'ani" from Sayyidina Qatadah Up 2bi ^J. This is so because 
each of these two groups possesses the qualifying factors of Belief (Iman) and 
good deeds. However, the difference will be in their stages of Heaven (Jannah). 
The person who desists from participation when Jihad (religion war) is obligatory 
(Fardh) will be considered a sinner. 

Thereafter Allah continues to emphasise the superiority of the Mujahidin by 
saying, "and Allah has preferred those who strive over those who sit back by conferring 
on them a tremendous reward (in the form of) lofty stages by Him, forgiveness and 
mercy. Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful." 

Lesson: "Allah has promised bliss for each of them..." It is evident from this part 
of the verse that it will be wrong to jeer at those who (being engaged in their 
devotional acts) do not participate in Jihad (religion war) when it is not obligatory 
(Fardh). This will apply especially to those who are involved in some sort of 
service to the Din (religion). Those engaged in learning and teaching the Din 
(religion) are also striving towards elevating and propagating Islam, seeking only 
Allah's pleasure. Such people will also receive rewards from Allah. 

In a similar manner if those possessing some sort of excuse also have the 
intention to strive in Allah's cause if they were able to, then they too will receive 
a similar reward. 

Sayyidina Anas &\ reports that when they were returning from the 
Tabuk expedition, the Holy Prophet & told them, "Without doubt 

there are many people whom we have left behind in Madinah. They were with 
us (sharing in the reward) in every valley and pass that we crossed. They were 
withheld on account of some disability." [Bukhari v. 2 p. 637] 

Of those who are excused from participating in Jihad (religion war) there are 
some who are undeterred. They possess such an aspiration and desire to fight 
that although they cannot actually fight, they attempt to serve in other ways. The 
Sahabi ^ A» in the Hadith viz. Sayyidina Ibn Ummi Maktum ssa ^ 
participated in many battles holding the banner of Islam aloft. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.5 
p.124]. 

•■* 
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(97) Indeed those the lives of whom the angels seize while they are oppressors 
to themselves saying to them, "What was your condition?" They reply, "We 
were harassed on earth." They (the angels) say, "Was Allah's land not vast 
enough that you could have emigrated therein?" The abode of such folk is Hell, 
and it is the worst of destinations. (98) Except for those harassed men, women 
and children who were unable to devise a plan and do not know the road. (99) 
These are the ones for whom it is hoped that Allah forgives them. Allah is Most 
Pardoning, Most Forgiving. 

A WARNING AGAINST LIVING AMONGST THE DISBELIEVERS 
(KUFFAR) 

A narration appears in Bukhari (v.2 p.661) in which Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 
<up &\ reports that there were some people who accepted Islam but who did not 
migrate to Madinah. They remained among the Polytheists (Mushrikin) and 
increased their numbers (by being in their ranks at times of war). As a result they 
were also killed in combat. The above verse was revealed with regard to them. 

"Lubabun Nuqul" (p.79) records that when the Holy Prophet ^^^^ 
migrated to Madinah, some Muslims were reluctant to join him due to fear for 
their wealth and lives. Allah revealed the above verses with regard to these 
people. 

The verse expresses resentment for those people who do not migrate despite 
the ability to do so. They prefer to live with the disbelievers (kuffar), not being 
concerned with their Din (religion) welfare. The verse informs us that when the 
angels of death present themselves before these people who have oppressed 
themselves, they question them, "What was your condition?' They reply, 'We were 
harassed on earth." In other words they express regret that they were unable to 
fully accomplish the necessary requisites of Din (religion) because their 
disbelievers (kuffar) masters did not allow them to. The angels will tell them, 
J/ Was Allah 's land not vast enough that you could have emigrated therein?" 

In the initial stages of Islam, Hijrah was obligatory (Fardh). People either 
failed to migrate because they were Hypocrites (Munafiqin), or because they were 
simply neglectful of the obligations (Fara'idh), either party was therefore 
deserving of punishment. Hijrah was no easy task since it entailed leaving 
behind all of one's wealth, property and possessions, never to return ever again. 
They only took their families along if the opportunity permitted, otherwise they 
were to be left behind as well. Added to this was the fact that the disbelievers did 
not permit their safe passage. 

It was for these reasons that the books of history depict the agonising 
migrations of so many Companions (Sahaba) i»» ^> First came the migration 
to Abysinnia and then to Madinah. The Holy Prophet <X*} 4* & and his 
closest friend, Sayyidina Abu Bakr ^ &\ ^ Jf left for Madinah without their 
families. The beloved daughter of Prophet ^JL. 3 Up ibt ju, Sayyidah Zaynab &\ 
i^p was compelled to remain in Makkah and when she was finally able to 
migrate, a disbeliever flung a spear at her, causing her foetus miscarriage. 

When Sayyidah Abu Salamah ^ ^ and his wife Sayyidah Umm 
Salamah i^p &\ intended to leave for Madinah with their son Salamah ifo 
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i^p, the Polytheists (Mushrikin) prevented them. The family of Sayyidina Umm 
Salamah i^p &\ took her into their custody while the family of Abu Salma 
•up iui seized possession of the child. In this way, the family was wrenched apart. 

Sayyidah Umm Salamah i^p &\ narrates that for a long she would weep 
the entire day from morning to night. Eventually someone convinced her family 
to permit her to join her family. When the family of Abu Salma <up &\ c? ^ J released 
her son into her custody, she set off for Madinah all alone. 

She narrates that when she reached Tan'im, she met Sayyidina Uthman bin 
Talha ^ &\ who asked her where she was headed. When she replied that she 
was going to Madinah to meet her husband, he enquired who was with her. She 
replied that there was none besides her child and Allah. On hearing this, he took 
hold of her camel and led it to Madinah. [Al Isaba] 

Another incident has already being mentioned concerning Sayyidina Suhaib 
Rumi <up i»i under .the discussion of the verse, "From the people there are those 
who sell themselves seeking Allah 's pleasure/' [Surah Baqarah, verse 207] 

The compulsion to migrate to Madinah was later abrogated and the Holy 
Prophet jJL- j Up &\ J^> announced, "There shall be no Hijrah after the conquest of 
Makkah." However, if the necessity arises for the protection of one's Din 
(religion), a person will be obliged to migrate. Even in today's times if a country 
undergoes a revolution and Muslims are compelled to migrate, they will have to 
comply. If, despite the ability, they fail to do so because of love for their material 
possessions (and they are not permitted to practice Islam as they should), they 
will be sinful. Hijrah will be Fardh for them and if they do not migrate they will 
be interrogated by the angels of death who will ask them, "Was Allah 's land not 
vast enough that you could have emigrated therein?" 

Such a situation arose in Eastern Punjab in the year 1366 A.H. and is still 
taking place in many parts of Europe and Africa. Those who respond to the call 
to migrate and take courage shall find that Allah will definitely facilitate the 
means for them, as He says in the following verse, "They will find in the land an 
abundance of pastures and vastness." [verse 100] 

THOSE LIVING IN EUROPE AND AMERICA SHOULD BE 
CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR BELIEF (IMAN) 

Nowadays, many people have reversed the order of things. They leave 
havens where their Din (religion) of Islam is secure and, for worldly gains, opt to 
live in the dens of vice and immorality, viz, the Western countries. They are then 
robbed of their Din (religion) and cause the same to be lost to generations after 
them. They weaken in their faith and thereafter their children supersede them in 
irreligiousness. 

"Except for those harassed men, women and children who were unable to devise a 
plan and do not know the road." Such people are excluded from entry into Hell. 
Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ^ At reports that he and his mother were of this group 
[Bukhari p. 660]. Besides him there were other Companions (Sahaba) ^ Ai also 
who were included in this group. They were constrained to live under the 
persecution of the disbelievers (kuffar). The Holy Prophet pl-j Up 2bi would 



Surah An-Nisa 4: 100 



628 



Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 



make prayer (du'a) for them in the "Qunut Nazila" which he used to recite in the 
Salah. 

"These are the ones for whom it is hoped that Allah forgives them. Allah is Most 
Pardoning, Most Forgiving/' The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.5 p.127) writes that 
even when a person is unable to make Hijrah, failing to do it will be considered 
as a type of sin. This is so because the above portion of the verse speaks of 
forgiveness for these people (who were unable to migrate), and forgiveness 
follows a sin. Therefore, the person who cannot migrate should continuously 
seek the opportunity to do so. 




(100) He who migrates in Allah 's way shall find in the land an abundance of 
pastures and vastness. Whoever will leave his home migrating towards Allah 
and His messenger, and is then overtaken by death, most assuredly his reward is 
assured by Allah. Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

THE PROMISES FOR THOSE WHO MIGRATE IN THE WAY OF 
ALLAH 

It is narrated in "Lubabun Nuqul" (p.79) from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas ifo 
that when Sayyidina Dhamra bin Jundub &\ intended to migrate, he 
instructed his family to mount him on his conveyance and remove him from the 
land of the idolaters since he desired to reach the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up ibt En 
route he passed away and was thus unable to meet Prophet (JL-j Up i»\ On this 
occasion the above verse was revealed. 

Another incident is reported concerning Sayyidina Abu Dhamra Zuraqi ^ j 
aip &\ who was unable to migrate from Makkah. When the verse "Except for those 
harassed men, women and children who were unable to devise a plan and do not knew the 
road," {Surah Nisa, verse 98) was revealed, he resolved to migrate since he was 
wealthy and able to "devise a plan However, he met his end while on the road to 
Madinah at Tan'im. Upon this the verse was revealed viz. "Whoever will leave his 
home migrating towards Allah and His messenger, and is then overtaken by death, most, 
assuredly his reward is assured by Allah. Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful " 

Yet another report is recorded with regard to Sayyidina Khalid bin Haram 
<up iut ^>j. He was killed by snakebite while migrating from Abysinnia to 
Madinah. "Lubabun Nuqul" narrates another report concerning Sayyidina 
Aktham bin Sayfi <up M ^ Ju A verse may have various circumstances of 
revelation and they do not contradict each other since the intent of the verse is 
general. 

The verse emphasises that the person who migrates for the pleasure of Allah 
shall gain the object of his quest even though he is unable to realise his physical 
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objective because of death. 

The literal meaning of the Arabic word 'Hijrah' is 'to leave' or 'to forsake'. 
According to the Shari'ah, it refers to leaving one's native town or country for the 
purpose of practising one's Dm (religion). Hijrah will be made whether the 
person leaves of his own accord or whether the disbelievers (kuffar) force him to 
leave. 

THE REWARDS OF HIJRAH 

Because Hijrah entails great hardship and sacrifice, many rewards have 
been promised for it. Allah says in one of the concluding verses of Surah Al 
Imran, "So those who migrate, are exiled from their homes, suffer in the path of Allah, 
fight and are martyred, I shall definitely remit their sins from them and enter them into 
such gardens beneath which rivers flow. Such is the reward from Allah. With Allah are 
the best of rewards. " [Surah 3, verse 195] 

Allah says in Surah Baqarah, "indeed those who believe, migrate and strive in 
Allah's way, they are the ones who aspire for Allah's mercy, and Allah is Most 
Forgiving, Most Merciful. " [Surah 2, verse 218] 

Allah declares in Surah Taubah, "Verily those who believe, migrate and strive in 
Allah's way with their wealth and their lives ascend to the highest positions by Allah. 
These are the successful ones. " [Surah 9, verse 20] 

A verse in Surah Nahl reads, "Those who migrate for Allah after they have been 
oppressed, We shall surely grant them the best of sanctuaries in this world, and the 
rewards of the Hereafter are the greatest if they but knew." [Surah 16, verse 41] 

It is learnt from these verses that those who migrate for the sake of Allah 
will definitely find a more suitable haven and Allah shall also bless them with 
wealth. Although they may have hardships initially because of their strange 
surroundings, the doors of Allah mercy and blessings will soon be flung wide 
open for them. 

The Companions (Sahaba) ^ ibi ^ migrated penniless from Makkah, but it 
was not long before Makkah itself and then numerous other places fell to the 
hands of the Muslims. Large tracts of land and invaluable property became theirs 
once the Muslim conquests forged ahead. 

History bears testimony to the fact that Hijrah and Jihad (religion war) are 
revolutionary factors. Not only are the Muslims thereby guaranteed the bliss of 
the Hereafter (which is incomparable to even the best of this world), but they 
also received the abundance of this world as well. 

THE ACTUAL HIJRAH IS TO ABSTAIN FROM SIN 

Hijrah does not merely entail leaving one's home and hearth. The actual 
objective is to be free to practise upon one's Din (re/zg/on/without the constraints 
of the disbelievers (kuffar). The underlying purpose is to facilitate abstention 
from sins and obedience to the injunctions of Allah. 

Bukhari (v.l p.6) reports the hadith in which the Holy Prophet jJL-j iui 
said, "The true Muhajir (emigrant) is he who abstains from the things that Allah 
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has forbidden." 

Another narration reports that Prophet Up\&i said, "The true Muhajir 
(emigrant) is he who abstains from sin and misdeeds." [Mishkatp. 15] 

Sayyidina Amr bin Abasa &\ once asked the Holy Prophet Up ifct 
<X> j which Hijrah was the best, the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 *A* iss J^> replied, "That you 
leave whatever displeases your Lord." [Mishkat p. 16] 

The abject situation prevailing today is that when people migrate, they do 
not fulfill this purpose of abstaining from sin; instead they become more sinful 
and often forfeit their previous lives of religiousness. They neglect Salah, do not 
pay Zakah, detest veil (Hijab) and even adopt the Western laws that lead them to 
live in sin with women whom they have divorced irrevocably. Rebellion, 
anarchy and confrontation become their mode of life and they ceaselessly blurt 
words«of disbelief (kufr). Despite all of the above, they still refer to themselves as 
emigrants (Muhajirin). 

It is binding upon Muslims to assist those who migrate. This was 
exemplified by the Companions (Sahaba) ^ who occupied Madinah. They 

whole-heartedly welcomed their migrating emigrants (Muhajirin) brothers from 
Makkah, extending every helping hand to .make them as comfortable as was 
humanly possible. It was for this reason that they were called the Ansar 
(helpers). 

Allah says in Surah Hashr, "Those who adopted the sanctuary (of Islam) and. 
Belief (Iman) from before, (they) love those who migrate towards them and they do not 
find in their hearts any grudge on account of what they were given. They give preference 
(to others) above themselves even though they be starving. Those are indeed successful 
who safeguard themselves from selfishness." [Surah 59, verse 9] 

The world has not again seen the likes of the Ansar of Madinah. Today there 
exists only emigrants (Muhajirin) and no Ansar. The reason for this is that people 
no longer understand the essence of Din (religion). Instead of realising that these 
immigrants have arrived for the protection of their Din (religion), they consider 
them to be a burden and parasites who will steal their share of the pie. 

Another reason for this is that many immigrants themselves are plunged 
into sin and vice. They are the ardent followers of the enemies of Islam and 
consider their Muslim hosts to be enemies. They plunder and steal without 
recourse, harming everyone* in their wake. How can they them expect 
hospitality? Assistance is rendered on the grounds of religiousness and will not 
be found when their objectives are only centred around the world and its 
acquisition. 

The Holy Prophet ^JL-j Up 2bt JU said, "Abstain from the world and Allah 
will love you. Abstain from what people have and they will love you." [Tirmidhi 
andlbnMajah] 

Imam Shafi'i Up &\ ^ has said, "If you abstain from the world, you will be 
at peace with its people. If you pull it towards yourself, its dogs will maul you." 

Many who were exiled from their countries were people of low moral and 
religious standing; as a result the people of their host countries have little regard 
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for them. 

Bukhari reports a hadith in which the Holy Prophet jJL. j Up it said, 
"Actions are according to their intentions and every person will achieve that 
which he intended. Whoever migrated towards Allah and His Holy Prophet JU> 
pJL-j Up shall receive the reward of migrating towards Allah and His Holy 
Prophet pL* j Up &\ Whoever migrated to attain the world or to marry a 
woman, then he shall have that for which he migrated." 

This hadith is well documented in almost all the books of hadith and 
referred to a person who migrated to marry a woman called Ummul Qais. He 
was thus termed "Muhajir Ummul Qais" (i.e. "the man who migrated for 
Ummul Qais"). 

& # \ W <j$ 

(101) When you travel in the land, there is no sin on you that you abridge your 
Salah if you fear an attack from the disbelievers (kuffar). Indeed the 
disbelievers (kuffar) are your open enemies. k 

DISCUSSION OF "QASR" SALAH 

Because both Hijrah and Jihad (religion war) involve travel, Allah now opens 
the discussion on Salah while travelling. Muslim have always been performing 
their Salah as Qasr (in a shortened form) when on journey. It applies only to 
those Salah that consist of four rakahs i.e. Zuhr, Asr and Isha, all of which are 
reduced to two rakahs each. Fajr and Maghrib remain as they are. 

If a traveller (Musdfir) performs his Salah behind a Scholar (Imam) who is 
not on journey, then he will follow the Scholar (Imam) in reading the complete 
four rakahs. If the Scholar (Imam) is a travellar (Musdfir) and the follower is a 
resident (not on journey) (Muqim), then when the Scholar (Imam) completes his 
Salah after two rakahs, the follower will stand up to complete the remaining two 
rakahs. 

A person will be considered to be a traveller (Musdfir) when he embarks on 
a journey of 48 Shari miles (equivalent to 88.86 km.). He will now perform the 
Shorten (Qasr) Salah once he passes the boundaries of his town. Once he stops at 
a place with the intention to stay for 15 days or more, he will cease to be a 
traveller (Musdfir) and will have to perform the Salah in full. As long as he does 
not make this intention (to stay for 15 or more days), he will continue to perform 
shorten (Qasr) indefinitely. 

PERFORMING THE NON-OBLIGATORY SALAH WHILE ON 
JOURNEY 

The non-obligatory Salah (including the Sunnah Salah) will not be 
shortened on journey. However, if a person is in haste he may omit them 
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altogether. The Witr Salah (after Isha) may not be omitted and the two Sunnah 
rakahs of Fajr should also not be missed. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar -up &\ narrates that he performed two 
rakahs of Zuhr with the Holy Prophet pJL. j Up ibt JU> on journey and thereafter a 
further two rakahs. Then they performed two rakahs of Asr, whereafter no 
additional rakahs were performed. He adds that he also performed Maghrib 
with the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up ifo JU» while on journey as well as when not on 
journey. In both cases there was no deduction in the number pf rakahs. He then 
added, "This {Maghrib Salah) is the Witr (odd numbered) Salah of the day 
whereafter two rakahs are performed." [Tirmidhip.105] 

Sayyidina Bara bin Azib narrates that he once travelled with 

Prophet pJL-j Up &\ Ju* for 18 days. He says that he never saw the Holy Prophet 
omit any two rakahs after midday. This tells us that one may 
perform the Sunnah and non-obligatory Salah while on journey. 

CAN A PERSON PERFORM THE COMPLETE FOUR RAKAHS 
WHILE ON JOURNEY? 

The verse states that a person may curtail his Salah if He fears some harm 
from the enemy. Due to this Sayyidina YaTa bin Umayya Up &\ ^ asked 
Sayyidina Umar iui ^> Jf "Allah says, 'there is no sin on you that you abridge your 
Salah if you fear an attack from the disbelievers (kujfar)/ Now that we have no fear from . 
the enemy, should we not perform our Salah in full?" 

Sayyidina Umar <up it told him that he was also perplexed with the same 
question and enquired the answer from the Holy Prophet jJL-j U* & JL*. Prophet 
pl^j Up iii JU> replied, "This (concession) is a charity from Allah to you, so accept 
Allah's charity." [Muslim v.l p. 141] 

The clause stipulated by Allah in the verse (i.e. being on a journey) applied 
only in the initial stages of Islam whereafter it was cancelled. Now the only 
condition for shorten (Qasr) Salah is that a person embarks on a journey of more 
than 88.86 km. 

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas & narrates that when the Holy Prophet 2bi 
pJL j -Up was on journey from Makkah to Madinah, he feared none besides Allah, 
yet he performed the Salah in twos." [Majma'uz Zccwa'id v.l p. 156] 

Sayyidina Haritha bin Wahab &s reports that he performed two 
rakahs Salah with the Holy Prophet pJL. 3 Up &\ in Mina when conditions were 
absolutely safe. [Muslim v.l p.143] 

Because the Holy Prophet jJL^ Up JL^ commanded that Muslims accept 
the charity of Allah, Imam Abu Hanifa Up &s k^j states that Shorter (Qasr) Salah is 
Wajib (compulsory) while on jburney. 

It will be inappropriate for a traveller (Musafir) to perform four rakahs 
instead of the two of Shorter (Qasr). His Salah will be considered complete once 
he completes the first two rakahs because only two are obligatory on him. 
Therefore, he would have completed his obligation (Fardh) upon reaching the 
Qa'dah (sitting posture) after two rakahs. If he has to then complete four rakahs 
without the Qa'dah (sitting posture) m between, the Salah will be incomplete and 
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the Salah will have to repeated. The Sajdah Sahw [prostration while forgetting 
something (Fardh) obligation in Salah\ will also not suffice since a obligation (Fardh) 
Qa'dah (sitting posture) has been omitted. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar <up i»\ narrates, "I travelled with the Holy 
Prophet jJL- j Up &\ JU and he never exceeded two rakahs [in the obligatory 
(Fardh) Salah] till Allah claimed his soul. Then I lived with Sayyidina Abu Bakr 
iut and he also never exceeded two rakahs while on journey. Thereafter I 
lived with Sayyidina Umar ii who also never performed more than two 
rakahs obligatory (Fardh) till Allah raised his soul. I then lived with Sayyidina 
Uthman &\ who also never performed more then two rakahs till Allah 
eventually laid him to rest, Allah says, 'Indeed in the messenger of Allah there is a 
sterling example for you." [Muslim v.l p.242] 

Muslim (v.l p.243) narrates that Sayyidina Uthman 2fo began 
performing four rakahs Salah towards the end of his Caliphate (Khildfah). 
However, as was reported from him, there were reasons for this. 

Sayyidina Abdur Rahman bin Abi Dhubab 4* &\ ^ reports that Sayyidina 
Uthman &\ performed four rakahs at Mina whereupon people were upset. 
Upon sensing the displeasure of the people he said, "I have made Makkah my 
home and I have heard the Holy Prophet ^ j 4* & say that the person who 
adopts a place as his home should perform the Salah of a Muqim (resident) 
therein." [Majma'uz Zawa'id v.l p. 156] 

The fact that Sayyidina Uthman <up ifo had to explain his reason and that 
the people were surprised shows that the Companions (Sahaba) ^ & and the 
Tabi'in aJ* k\ ^ were of the opinion that a traveller (Musafir) should always 
perform Shorten Salah (Qasr). If it were permissible to omitShorten Salah (Qasr), 
the above scenario would not have occurred. 




(102) When you are with them and establish the Salah, a group from them 
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should stand with you and take their weapons. Then when they have prostrated, * 
they should fall behind you and the second group, who have not yet performed 
Salah, should come forward and perform Salah with you, taking precautions 
and their weapons. The disbelievers wish that you neglect your weapons and 
equipment so that they may launch a decisive attack against you. There is no sin 
upon you if you lay down your arms due to destructive rains or if you fall ill. 
Take your precautions! Indeed Allah has prepared a humiliating punishment for 
the disbelievers. (103) When you have completed your Salah, remember Allah 
standing, sitting and (reclining) on your sides. When you are in safety, then 
establish Salah. Indeed Salah has been ordained on the believers at fixed hours. 

THE METHOD AND LAWS OF "SALATUL KHAWF" 

The above verse details the method of Salatul Khawf (the Salah performed 
when in fear of an attack). Sayyidina Abu Ay ash Zuraqi &\ narrates that 
they were with the Holy Prophet Up ifci JL* at a place called Asfan. Before 
them was a detachment of the Polytheists (Mushrikin) led by Sayyidina Khalid 
bin Walid &\ (who had not yet embraced Islam). They positioned 
themselves between the Muslims and the Qibla. 

When the Holy Prophet ^ j U* &s led the Companions (Sahaba) Ai 
r+e in Zuhr Salah, the Polytheists (Mushrikin) chided themselves for not attacking 
the Muslims during Salah when they would have been oblivious of the assault. 
They therefore resolved to attack during the Asr Salah, which was pending, and 
which they knew was more beloved to the Companions (Sahaba) ^ it than 
their lives and their families. Before the Salah of Asr, Jibr'il U* brought the 
revelation of the above verse, detailing the Muslims as to how they were to 
perform their Salah. 

Different types of the Salatul Khawf have been explained by Scholar (Imam) 
Abu Dawud Up &\ ^ The method outlined in the verse is that the army be 
divided into two groups. The one will remain engaged with the enemy, 
monitoring their movements, while the other will begin the Salah behind the 
Scholar (Imam), When this group have completed the two prostration (Sajdahs) of 
the first rakah, they will switch roles with the other group. 

The Scholar (Imam) will await the arrival of the arriving group and perform 
the remaining rakah with them. 

Once the Scholar (Imam) completes the Salah by making the salams, he 
would have terminated his Salah of two rakahs whereas each of the groups 
would have only performed one rakah each. Now the group behind the Scholar 
(Imam) will return to the battle without joining the Scholar (Imam) in the salam. 
The first group will return to complete their remaining rakah, whereafter they 
will allow the second group to complete theirs by switching roles again. 

The above will apply when both the Scholar (Imam) and the followers are 
travellers (Musafirs). If the Scholar (Imam) is a resident (Muqim), each group 
should complete two rakahs behind him since the Salah will consist of four 
rakafes. If this occurs during the Salah of Maghrib then the first group will 
perform two rakahs with the Scholar (Imam) and the second group will perform 
the other one. This is permissible because the situation is an emergency. 
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The description of the Salatul Khawf not only emphasises the importance of 
Salah, but that of Salah in congregation. Even when the enemy is before one, 
Salah with congregation cannot be missed, let alone the Salah itself. However, 
when the assault of the enemy is so intense that the army cannot congregate to 
perform their Salah, then they will be permitted to perform their Salah 
individually. If the situation is fraught with even greater danger, then they may 
perform their Salah as the opportunity allows. This was discussed in Surah 
Baqarah where Allah mentioned, "If you fear then (perform Salah) on foot or 
mounted." [Surah 2, verse 239] 

The Salah may only be postponed and performed as Lapse (Qadha) when 
the above methods are impossible, as occurred to the Holy Prophet pJL. 3 Up &\ 
and the Companions (Sahaba) ^ ibi on the occasion of the battle of Ahzab 
(the trench). 

Ruling: It will be best to perform two separate Salahs with two Scholar 
(Imam). However, if the soldiers insist on following one Scholar (Imam), they will 
have to resort to Salatul Khawf. 

Ruling: If Salah is performed during battle, then it may be nullified by 
excessive actions (Ami Kathir). Much of this has been discussed in Surah 
Baqarah under the verse, "If you fear then (perform Salah) on foot or mounted." [Surah 
2, verse 239] 

" and take their weapons" This indicates that they should be prepared to 

defend themselves should the necessity arise. Although their Salah will be thus 
rendered void, it can always be repeated later, but defence is imperative. 

"There is no sin upon you if you lay down your arms due to destructive rains or 
you fall ill." This verse explains that the Muslims are allowed to lay down their 
weapons because of adverse weather conditions or illness. However, they should 
remain wary of the enemy and keep their weapons close at hand. In the 
meantime, others should be deployed in reconnaissance. 

"When you have completed yoiir Salah, remember Allab standing, sitting 
and (reclining) on your sides/' Salah is in itself a form of Allah's remembrance as 
Allah says in Surah TaHa, "Establish Salah for My remembrance" [Surah 20, verse 
14]. Salah consists of verbal remembrance as well as remembrance of the heart. 
Dhikr (remembrance of Allah) is the spirit and soul of every type of devotion. The 
Day of Judgment will dawn only when there exists none to remember Allah. 
[Muslim v.l p. 84] 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira ifo ^ /narrates that the Holy Prophet^JL- 3 &\ JU> 
said, "The gathering devoid of Allah's remembrance and devoid of salutations to 
His messenger shall be a cause of harm to its participants. If Allah wills, He may 
forgive them and if He wills he may punish them. The reclining of a person who 
does not remember Allah shall be a cause of harm to him, as will be the walking 
of the person who does not remember Allah while walking." 

Prophet jJL-j Up ifci JL* is also reported to have said that the gathering in 
which Allah is not remembered, or in which salutations are not sent to His 
messenger, shall be source of remorse and grief to its participants on the Day of 
Judgment. This will be so even though they will enter Heaven (Jannah) on 
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account of their rewards/' [At Targhfb wat Tarhib v.2 p .409-110] 

• Jihad (religion war), as great an act of devotion as it may be, should also not 
be devoid of dhikr. Similarly no act should be devoid of Dhikr (remembrance of 
Allah) since it adds great illumination every act. Dhikr (remembrance of Allah) 
should be the constant companion of every Muslim. 

Sayyidina Sahl bin Mu'adh ifci reports from his father that the Holy 
Prophet pJLj a> iui JU> said, "Undoubtedly the reward of every action is 
multiplied seven hundred times in the path of Allah, be it Salah, fasting or dhikr 
(remembrance of Allah)." [At Targhib wat Tarhib v.2 p.267] 

"When you are in safety, establish Salah" Commentators state that this part of 
the verse means that once a person returns from his journey (as the previous 
verse mentioned "When you travel in the land"), then he should now establish 
Salah in full. Others maintain that it refers to the condition when one is not 
confronted by the enemy and does not have to perform the Salatul Khawf. 

"Indeed Salah has been ordained on the believers at fixed hours." Salah should be 
performed at its appointed hours, whether one is on journey or at home, ill or 
healthy, in safety or in danger. Since the times of Salah have been fixed, it will 
not be permissible to perform a Salah before its time, nor is it permissible to read 
one Salah during the time of another. It is a great sin to intentionally postpone a 
Salah until after its time and perform it as Lapse (Qadha). If the Salah was 
omitted because of some legitimate cause (such as an enemy attack), then the 
Lapse (Qadha) must be observed. 

On journey, certain Salahs may be performed in a manner similar to 
combining them (Jama Suri). This means that Zuhr may be performed at the last 
permissible time to be followed by Asr at its earliest time. Similarly Maghrib may 
be performed at its last time with Isha thereafter at its earliest time. Although it 
may seem to the onlooker that the two Salahs were combined, but each was 
performed in their respective times. 

Because of the emphasis in the verse that each Salah has its fixed time, 
Scholar (Imam) Abu Hanifa 4-U 'ito maintains that no two Salahs may be 
combined (so that one is performed during the time of another). The person who 
misses a Salah should perform the qadha as soon as possible and then make 
excessive repentance (Taubah) and seek Allah's forgiveness. 



(104.) Do not weaken in your pursuit of the enemy. If you are suffering, then 
they too are suffering just as you suffer. (However) You entertain such hopes in 
Allah as they do not. Allah is All Knowing, The Wise. 



If the enemy is not pursued and chased, they will consider the Muslims to 
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be feeble and build courage to ceaselessly launch attacks against the Muslims. 
No weakness should be shown to the enemy. In combating the disbelievers 
(kuffdr), Muslims are sure to suffer somewhat and incur injuries. Allah offers 
them solace by reminding them "If you are suffering, then they too are suffering just 
as you suffer." 

Although the Muslims and the disbelievers (kuffdr) share the miseries and 
injuries of war, the Muslims have much to look forward to, as Allah says, "You 
entertain such hopes in Allah as they do not" While the disbelievers (kuffdr) will be 
subjected to the unending torment and distress in the abysses of Hell, the 
Muslims shall be rejoicing in the bliss and comforts of Heaven (Jannah), without 
the slightest worries and concerns. The disbelievers (kuffdr) cannot aspire for 
these stages as these are promised exclusively to the Muslims. For this reason the 
Muslims have a much stronger incentive to fight and should do so with greater 
zest and zeal. 

"Allah is All Knowing, The Wise" Allah knows the requirements and actions 
of every individual and reveals His commandments with perfect wisdom. Total 
success lies in carrying out these commands. 
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(105) Undoubtedly We have revealed to you the Book with the truth so that you 
may judge between people by that which Allah has shown you. Do not be a 

solicitor for the treacherous ones (106) and seek forgiveness from 

Allah. Surely Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. (107) Do not plead on 
behalf of those who deceive themselves. Verily Allah does not like him who is 
deceitful and a sinner. (108) They try to hide from people while they cannot hide 
from Allah Who is with them when they confer secretly at night regarding those 
talks that Allah dislikes. Allah is Ever Aware of what they perpetrate. (109) Be 
warned that these are the very ones in whose defence you plead in the worldly 
life. So who will plead their case on the Day of Judgment and who will be their 
lawyer? (110) Whosoever commits a sin or wrongs himself and then seeks Allah 
's forgiveness, he will surely find that Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
(Ill) Whoever earns a sin earns it only to his detriment. Allah is All Knowing, 
The Wise. (112) Whoever commits a minor sin or a major sin, then casts the 
blame upon an innocent, he has indeed burdened himself with a great slander 
and manifest sin. (113) If it were not for the grace of Allah upon you [O 
Muhammad *4* A» J*? and His mercy, a party of them had surely resolved to 
mislead you. They mislead none but themselves and they cannot harm you in 
the least. Allah has revealed to you the Book and wisdom" and taught you what 
you knew not. The grace of Allah upon you has been tremendous indeed^ (114) 
There is no good in most of their secret consultations except in him who enjoins 
charity, a good deed or reconciliation between the people. Whoever will do this 
seeking Allah's pleasure, then We shall soon confer on him an immense reward. 
(115) Whoever opposes the messenger after the guidance has become manifest to 
him and follows a path other than that of the believers, We shall allow him to do 
that which he is doing and then enter him into Hell. It is the worst of abodes. 
116. Verily Allah shall not forgive that partners be ascribed to Him, but will 
forgive all other sins for whom He wills. Whosoever ascribes partners to Allah 
has wandered far astray. 

THE THEFT OF A HYPOCRITE AND WARNINGS AGAINST 
DEFENDING HIM 

Imam Tirmidhi 4* At reports the following incident from Sayyidina 
Qatadah bin Nu'man Ai ^j. He narrates that there were three brothers in his 
clan by the names of Bishr, Bushair and Mubasshir. They were referred to as the 
Bani Ubayriq. Bushair was a hypocrite and used to write poetry ridiculing the 
Holy Prophet jJL-j *ip At JL* and the Companions (Sahaba) ^ At ^ Jf which he 
used to attribute to others. The Companions (Sahaba) ^ At knew that these 
were composed by him and that he would falsely claim that It was the work of 
the Bani Ubayriq. 

The Bani Ubayriq lived in poverty both during the period of ignorance as 
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well as during the days of Islam. During those days, the people of Madinah lived 
on dates and*barley. It was only when the tradesmen of Syria sold to them wheat 
flour that the affluent people bought some for themselves, while others 
contented themselves with the dates and barley. 

Sayyidina Qatadah bin Nu'man &\ continues to narrate that once his 
uncle Rifa'ah -up &\ bought some wheat flour from the Syrian tradesmen. This 
he stored in an upper storey room of his house together with some weapons, 
armour and swords. That night someone made a hole through the floor of the 
room and stole the flour and some weapons. The following morning his uncle 
reported the incident to him and they both set out to investigate. Upon enquiry it 
was learnt that the Bani Ubayriq had been cooking and feasting the previous 
night. 

People suspected that they were responsible for the theft, but they denied it 
and accused Sayyidina Labid bin Sahl ^> Jf who was a righteous and sincere 
Muslim. When he heard about their accusation* he drew his sword exclaiming, 
"Will I steal? By Allah, this theft will have to be solved otherwise I will deal with 
you with this very sword!" His family beseeched him to let the matter rest since 
they were convinced of his innocence. They resolved that they would make 
further investigations jjntil they conclusively prove the guilt of the Banu 
Ubayriq. 

Sayyidina Qatadah continues to report that his uncle instructed 

him to narrate the incident to the Holy Prophet jJLj Up &\ J^. Upon reaching the 
noble presence he began, "A family belonging to my tribe, who have sour 
relations with the rest of us, made a hole into the room of my uncle Rifa'ah and 
stole some food and weapons. We have no need for the food, but request the 
return of our weapons. 

Prophet jJLj dp iii said that he would consult further to resolve the 
matter. When this news reached the Banu Ubayriq, they spoke to a person 
named Usair bin Urwah. Consequently several persons approached the Holy 
Prophet jJL. j Up &\ entreating that a family of their tribe, who were true and 
pious Muslims, were accused by Qatadah bin Nu'man, his uncle and their tribe 
of theft, without evidence and witnesses. 

Sayyidina Qatadah ii continues to say that the Holy Prophet Up ib» J-^ 
(JL-j told him, "Without any evidence and witnesses you assert that a certain 
family stole from you when they are true Muslims and pious people!" He 
returned, wishing that he would have preferred that his wealth be lost rather 
than having to face the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up JU*. When his uncle asked him 
what he had done, he informed him of what the Holy Prophet pJL-j Up ito JL* had 
said. Upon hearing this Rifa'ah said, "From Allah only do we seek help!" 

Sayyidina Qatadah j&t narrates that it was not long thereafter that 
Allah revealed the above verses. The Baifu Ubayriq are referred to as "the 
treacherous ones," who should not be defended. Where Allah mentions, "seek Allah 
's forgiveness," it refers to forgiveness from the wrong of addressing Sayyidina 
Qatadah <up i»t as Prophet Up &\ did. 

After these verse were revealed, the stolen weapons were presented before 
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the Holy Prophet Up &\ and he promptly returned them to Sayyidina 
Rita' ah <^ J»» ^> Bushair then joined the Polytheists (Mushrikin) and lived with 
Sulafa bint Sa'd. Thereafter the following verses were revealed viz. "Whosoever 
opposes the messenger after the guidance... (up to the verse) ...has wandered far astray." 

When Bushair went to live with Sulafa, Sayyidina Hassan bin Thabit &\ ^ 
recited some verse of poetry in which he mocked Sulafa. When she heard of 
this, she saddled Bushair's camel and banished him to a rocky terrain saying, 
"You have made me a target of Hassan's poetry. I have no hope that you will be 
of any good to me!" 

A REFUTATION OF THOSE WHO REJECT THE AHADITH 

"Undoubtedly We have revealed to you the Book with the truth so that you may 
judge between people by that which Allah has shown you." This verse makes it evident 
that Allah taught the Holy Prophet pJL, 3 Up it the meaning and interpretation 
of the Qur'an. Certain ignorant people have sprung up in this century claiming 
that the Holy Prophet Up &\ J^> was no more than a postman who delivered 
the Qur'an to us so that we may interpret it as we see fit. 

The fallacy of their claim has been stated in Surah Nahl where Allah says, 
"We have revealed to you the Book so that you may expound to the people what has been 
revealed to them and so that they reflect" [Surah 16, verse 44]. This verse makes it clear 
that the duty of the Holy Prophet ^ ^ i > was not only confined to 
conveying the Qur'an, but entailed explaining it to the people and teaching them 
its meaning and interpretation. 

THE PROHIBITION AGAINST DEFENDING THE CASE OF THE 
TREACHEROUS ONES 

"Do not be a solicitor for the treacherous ones and seek forgiveness from Allah." 
Allah instructs the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up ir JL* to seek forgiveness because the 
Holy Prophet ^L* 3 Up iui did not attach due importance to the plea of 
Sayyidina Qatadah &\ and merely said to him that he will consult further 
to resolve the matter. Thus doing, the guilty party had the opportunity of driving 
their plea home and attempting to prove their innocence. In this way, they 
managed to secure some credibility. 

Although producing evidence and witnesses is necessary, it is just as 
important that matters are promptly dealt with especially when such people are 
implicated who are known to disassociate from the Muslims and whose member 
is a hypocrite. Allah then tells his Prophet jJL- 3 U* ito j^, "Do not plead on behalf of 
those who deceive themselves. Verily Allah does not like him who is deceitful and a 
sinner." \ 

These people think that they have escaped with their misdeeds and that 
they were successful in their endeavours, but Allah shall punish them in the 
Hereafter. Allah says, "They try to hide from people while they cannot hide from Allah 
Who is with them when they confer secretly at night regarding those talks that Allah 
dislikes. Allah is *Ever Aware of what they perpetrate. " 

Allah continues to censure when He says, "Be warned that these are the very 
ones in whose defence you plead in the worldly life. So who will plead their case on the 
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Day. of Judgment and who will be their lawyer?" TKere shall be none to defend them 
on the Day of Judgment when every person will be concerned only about 
himself. In this verse, there is a stern warning to those who alter case files or 
bribe to clear themselves of their wrongs in this world. They should never think 
that they will escape in the next world where everything will be clear as daylight 
and none shall come to their aid; 

"Whoever commits a sin or wrongs himself and then seeks Allah's forgiveness, he 
will surely find that Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful" To ensure this 
forgiveness, it is also necessary that wrongly acquired wealth be restored to its 
rightful owners. Allah may forgive even the person who stole and left Madinah if 
he chose to draw closer instead of moving further away. 

"Whoever earns a sin earns it only to his detriment. Allah is All Knowing, The 
Wise.' 

THE SIN OF ACCUSING THE INNOCENT 

"Whoever commits a minor sin or a major sin, then casts the blame upon an 
innocent, he has indeed burdened himself with a great slander and manifest sin." This 
action entails two sins. One is the original and the other is that of false 
accusation. The act is termed slanderous because it was perpetrated purposefully 
and not on a misunderstanding or based on misleading information. As great as 
the sin is, so too shall be the punishment. 

"If it were not for the grace of Allah upon you [O Muhammad 4* i» J^] and 
His mercy, a party of them had surely resolved to mislead you." This they failed to 
accomplish because Allah had informed the Holy Prophet ^ ^ &\ J^> of the 
truth through divine revelation. As a result "They mislead none but themseliks and 
they cannot harm you in the least. Allah has revealed to you the Book and wisdom and 
taught you what you knew not. The grace of Allah upon you has been tremendous 
indeed." 

Lesson: "so that you may judge between people by that which Allah has shown 
you. " This verse informs us that at times the Holy Prophet ^ 4* &» J* would 
pass Judgment according to his perception of events based on the principles 
outlined in the Qur'an. The Holy Prophet 4* &\ would not *judge 
incorrectly in these matters and if he did err, Allah would rectify the situation 
timeously. 

The judges and jurists are also compelled to decide according to the Qur'an 
and Sunnah, using their intellect where necessary. Their lone opinions are not 
considered. Their deductions may also be erroneous, as a result of which 
differences of opinion arise among them. Despite this, Allah will still reward 
them because they exert themselves for the welfare of the Din (religion), aspiring 
to acquire Allah's pleasure. 

WHICH CONSULTATIONS ARE COMMENDABLE? 

"There is no good in most of their secret consultations (due to their sinful nature) 
except in him who enjoins charity,, a good deed or reconciliation between the people. 
Whoever will do this seeking Allah's pleasure, then We shall soon confer on him an 
immense reward." This verse is linked to a previous one where Allah said, 
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"they confer secretly at night regarding those talks that Allah dislikes" This 
referred to the incident when the Banu Ubayriq conferred with each other 
regarding their plan to escape being blamed for the theft. However, the general 
context refers to all such similar situations. 

Allah says in Surah Mujadalah, "O you who believe, when you consult secretly, 
then do not consult with regard to sin, transgression and disobedience to the messenger. 
(Rather) Consult regarding good and piety (taqwa). Fear that Allah to Whom you shall 
all be gathered/' [Surah 58, verse 9] 

THE VIRTUE OF RECONCILING FACTIONS 

The verse lauds conferences that seek to reconcile people. There are 
tremendous rewards in resolving differences and uniting hearts between 
disputing factions, couples and others. 

Sayyidina Abu Darda -up iui reports that the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 <Op i»\ 
once asked them, "Should I not inform you of something that is superior to 
optional fasts, charity and Salah?" When the Companions (Sahaba) ^ ibi ^ 
begged to be enlightened, he said, "It is to Reconcile people." He then added, 
"Disputes shave!" [Abu Dawud and Tirmidhi] 

According to another narration, the Holy Prophet <JL- 3 Up .ii added, "I 
do not say that it shaves the hair, but it shaves the Din!" [Tirmidhi] 

ADOPTING A WAY CONTRARY TO THAT OF THE HOLY 
PROPHET Ai LEADS TO HELL 

"Whosoever opposes the messenger after the guidance has become manifest to Mm 
and follows a path other than that of the believers, We shall allow him to do that which he 
is doing and then enter him into Hell. It is the worst of abodes/' This verse mentions 
two factors that will lead a person to Hell. The first is that one opposes the, 
teachings of Prophet Up iu\ after receiving guidance. 

This refers to those who received the knowledge of Islam, yet they refused 
to accept. Those are also implied who accept Islam and then turn apostate. The 
verse is brought here because of its reference to the person in the above incident 
(Bushair) who turned apostate after being a Muslim. 

The second factor which will enter one into Hell is when a person does not 
follow the path of the Muslim public. This refers to the consensus of the Ummah 
commonly termed "Ijma Ummah". 

IJMA (CONSENSUS OF THE OPINION) OF THE UMMAH IS ALSO A 
PROOF 

Ijma (consensus of the opinion) of the Ummah is also regarded as a source of 
Islamic legislation because whatever was taught by the Qur'an and by the Holy 
Prophet (JL-j <Up ibi JL* was transmitted from generation to generation through the 
ages. A person will be successful if he follows the teachings of the pious and 
learned scholars of the ages. It was only through these stages that the 
interpretation of the Qur'an and Islamic injunctions has reached us. 

They taught us our beliefs and all our practices. That person will be 
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considered a disbeliever (kafir) who refutes this necessary link and wishes to 
interpret Islamic codes and Qur'anic verses without referring to their teachings. 
So too are those who refute the authority of the Ahadith and reject the common 
beliefs of the Muslims. Those are also disbeliever (kafir) who claim that the 
Qur'an was interpolated and that the Holy Prophet jJL-j aJLp 2bi JU» was not the 
final messenger. So too will be the condition of those who say that Sayyidina Isa 
<±s> died a natural death and was not raised to the heavens, and those who 
refute the five daily Salah. All these people *will be disbelievers (kuffar) because 
they stand in opposition to what was established from the time of the 
Companions (Sahaba) & and was believed in by all the Muslims 
throughout the ages. 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.5 p.U6) reports that Imam Shafi'i 2b» ^ was 
questioned with regard to the proof for the authority of Ijma. Imam Shafi'i i» 
Up recited the erftire Qur'an thrice daily and extracted the above verse in support 
of Ijma. 

The Holy Prophet ^ 3 <^ 2bi JL* said that Allah had promised three things 
for his Ummali and guaranteed their safety from three things. These are: 

The entire 'Ummah shall never be destroyed by famine. 

=> No enemy shall wipe out every single individual of the 
Ummah. 

=> Allah shall fiever allow them to reach a consensus on 
something that is wrong. [Mishkat p. 514] 

Sayyidina Abu Malik Ash'ari <^ & narrates that the Holy Prophet 2b» 
Up mentioned three things which Allah had guaranteed for the Ummah. 
They are: 

1. Their Prophet (Nabi) would never make a pray (du'a) 
against them whereby they will all be destroyed. 

2. The people of falsehood shall never gain the upper hand 
over those of the truth. - 

3. The 'Ummah will never be- unanimous upon falsehood. 

REFUTATION OF AN IGNORANT STATEMENT 

Some deviant people argue that if what they proclaim is incorrect, then why 
does Allah permit them to continue in their ways? Why does He not destroy 
them instantly? Allah Himself answers their question when He says, "We shall 
allow him to do that which he is doing/' ^ This is so because this world is a place of 
tests and trials and people are on belief as well as infidelity. If any person was 
forced into either of the two, there would be no choice; thus no test. When a 
person does not desist from his evil ways despite being warned, Allah causes his 
heart to be further tainted. Allah says in Surah Saff, "When they remained crooked, 
Allah further twisted their hearts." [Surah 61, verse 5] 

Allah guides those who desire to be on the right path as He misleads those 
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who choose to remain on the wrong. The wrong path that leads to Hell is the one 
that is contrary to the path upon which themasses of the Muslims tread. 

THE MUSHRIKIN WILL NEVER BE FORGIVEN 

"Verily Allah shall not forgive that partners be ascribed to Him, but will forgive all 
other sins for whom He wills. Whosoever ascribes partners to Allah has indeed wandered 
far astray." A similar verse has already been discussed in Surah Baqarah (verse 
48) and one may refer to it for details. 

Lesson: The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.5 p.148) writes that Allah mentioned 
in an earlier verse, "Indeed they have fabricated a great sin" and here Allah says, 
"has indeed wandered far astray. " The difference is that in the first instance the 
reference is to the Jews who refuted the Holy Prophet ^ j <M & despite the 
fact that they knew he was the final prophet. Their action of disbelief (kufr) was a 
fabrication and they even attributed their refuting to Allah by claiming that it 
was in their Scriptures. 

The above verse refers to the Polytheists (Mushrikin) who had no divine 
scriptures and none had come to them before the Holy Prophet pUj 4* ^ L5 U. 
Despite the truth being made apparent to them and the proofs coming to the 
fore, they chose to cling to their past deviation, causing them to wander even 
further astray. They cast aside the teachings of the creed of Sayyidina Ibrahim 
?%J\ and increased in their deviant behaviour. 




(117) They supplicate only to females and call upon the rebellious Devil 
(Shaytan). (118) whom Allah has cursed. He said, "I shall definitely take a 
stipulated share of Your bondsmen. (119) and I will surely lead them astray, 
certainly instil hopes within them, undoubtedly command them and they will 
definitely cut the ears of animals. I will ^ertainly instruct them so they will 
change the appearances of Allah 's creation. Whoever takes the devil (Shaytan) 
as his patron instead of Allah, then indeed he has incurred a manifest loss. (120) 
He devil (Shaytan) promises *them and imbibes hopes within them. Devil 
(Shaytan) promises them only deception. (121) The abode of these people is Hell 
and they will not find an escape there from. 
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THE MUSHRIKIN WORSHIP IDOLS AND OBEY DEVIL (SHAYrAN) 

Every act of disbelief (kufr), polytheism (shirk) and disobedience to Allah 
stems from the deceptions of devil (Shay tan). When he was declared to be astray, 
he resolved to mislead the progeny of Sayyidina Adam fiLJ\ Up and to take his 
share of them with him to destruction. When the progeny of Sayyidina Adam Up 
fiLJ\ spread out throughout the earth, he set his devious schemes into operation 
and began to steer them away from oneness of Allah (Tauhid) and Ibadah (Allah's 
worship). 

He taught them to worship idols and give them feminine names such as the 
famous Arab names of Lat, Manat and Uzzah. They prostrated to them, made 
offerings in their names, cut the ears of animals or pierced holes in their ears so 
that it be known that the animal was released in the names of the idols. The 
majority of mankind succumbed to, his deviant ways and beckoned to his call.. 
Even so-called Muslims of today practise the custom of piercing the ears of 
infants with the belief that the child will not die in infancy. People who enter into 
Islam without understanding and learning the Din (religion) often practise the 
acts of polytheism passed on from their former Din (religion). 

An example of this is grave worship. Instead of idols, many Muslims have 
resorted to worshipping graves. If any of them were told to prostrate to an idol, 
they would flatly refuse, yet they see no harm in prostrating to a grave! 

CHANGING THE CREATION OF ALLAH 

"I will certainly instruct them so they will change the appearances bf Allah's 
creation/' There are many depictions of this present today. The most common of 
these is the shaving of beards and there is scarcely a home in the world devoid of 
this evil. Another example is the fashion of tattooing weird and wonderful 
pictures on the body. This is especially common among the Hindus, but the 
Muslims are hot on their heels. 

Bukhari reports the hadith of Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud i» in 
which the Holy Prophet pL. j Up 2bt Ju* cited Allah's curse upon those who draw 
tattoos and those who have themselves tattooed. Allah also curses those^ women 
who trim their eyebrows and those who file their front teeth. The Holy Prophet 
pJL, 3 Up &\ ^mentioned that all of these are accursed because they seek to alter 
the appearance of Allah's creation* 

When a woman heard that this was reported from Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Mas'ud ^ &\ ^pj, she came to him saying that she heard he was cursing women. 
He replied, "Why should I not curse those whom the Holy Prophet Up it J-^ 
has cursed and who are also accursed in Allah's book?" The woman told him 
that she had read the entire Qur'an but not found any verse to that effect. He 
remarked, "If you had recited the Qur'an you would have certainly come across 
such a thing. Did Allah not say, Accept what the messenger has brought to you and 
abstain from that which he has forbidden you from'?" 

She replied that she had read that verse. Thereupon he said that the Holy 
Prophet ^ j Up ifci ju» had forbidden the actions of those women whom he had 
cursed. Therefore, the prohibition of these acts are also intended by the Qur'an 
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since it enjoins practice upon the things prescribed by the Holy Prophet ifci ju* 
^j^and invokes abstention from those things that he had forbidden. [Mishkdt p. 
381] ' 

It is also forbidden for a person to castrate another or to have himself 
castrated. The Holy Prophet ^jUpiiii JU said that such persons are not from us. 
[Mishkdt p. 69] 

The Shari'ah has instructed that circumcision be done, nails be pared and 
the hair of the armpits and pubic areas be removed. These do not constitute 
changing Allah' s creation since Allah's Din (religion) enjoins them. Every 
Muslim must act upon Allah's commands even though certain nations encourage 
the growth of such hair (like the Sikhs). 

"\Nhoever takes the devil (Shaytan) as his patron instead of Allah, then indeed he 
has incurred a manifest loss/' This loss will be in terms of the punishment in the 
Hereafter. 

"He devil (Shaytan) promises them and imbibes hopes within thqm." He 
encourages them to commit misdeeds and to disobey Allah. He tells them that if 
they perform certain good deeds, they will suffer and be deprived of enjoyment. 
Allah says in Surah Baqarah, "Devil (Shaytan) promises you , poverty and commands 
you to commit indecent acts. " [Surah 2, verse 268] 

Devil (Shaytan) raises the hopes of youths by telling them to sin because 
there is still a long life ahead when they may repent. He then also tells the old 
people not to repent yet since they may still live longer. He enumerates the 
benefits of sin and promises much to people. However, "Devil (Shaytan) promises 
them only deception. " 

By hearkening to devil's (Shaytan' s) promises and false hopes, a person only 
draws himself ever so close to destruction, as Allah concludes by saying, "The 
abode of these people is Hell and they will not find an escape therefrom. " 
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(122) Those who believe and do good deeds, We will soon enter them into 
gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they shall abide forever and ever. 
The promise of Allah is true. Who camemore truthful in speech than Allah? 

(123) This is not based upon your desires, nor on the desires of the people of 
book (Ahlul Kitab). Whoever commits an evil deed will.meet its retribution and 
will not find for himself any friend, nor any ally besides Allah. (124) Whoever 
does a good deed, whether male or female, as a believer, then these are the ones 
who shall enter Heaven (Jannah) and they will not be wronged the amount of 
the dint in a date stone. (125) Who is better in Din (religion) than he who 
submits himself before Allah, is himself righteous, and follows the creed of 
Ibrahim, being averse to all other Dins (religions) and inclined towards Allah? 
Allah chose Ibrahim for a friend. (126) To Allah belongs whatever is in the 
heavens and whatever is in the earth. Allah is Ever Embracing of everything. 

GLAD TIDINGS FOR THE BELIEVERS AND THE PROHIBITION 
AGAINST RELYING ON HOPES 

Allah commences by giving glad tidings to the believers by saying, "Those 
who believe and do good deeds We will soon enter them into gardens beneath which rivers 
flow, wherein they shall abide forever and ever. The promise of Allah is true. Wlio can be 
more truthful in speech than Allah?" Since the word of Allah is the ultimate in 
reliability, the Believers (Mu'minin) should commit themselves to living their 
lives according to the dictates of Allah. 

"This is not based upon your desires, nor on the desires of the people of 
book (Ahlul Kitab)." "Lubabun Nuqul" (p. 83) reports from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas 
k\ that the people of book (Ahlul Kitab) (Jews and Christians) claimed that 
none shall enter Heaven (Jannah) besides them, and the Quraish claimed that 
they will not be resurrected. Allah revealed this verse with regard to these 
claims. 

Sayyidina Masruq Tabi'i <4* & reports that these verses were revealed 
when the Muslims and the Christians argued with each other, each claiming 
superiority over the next. The report of Sayyidina Ibn Abbas i» seems 
more accurate and correct. 

Allah addresses the Quraish that they judge between people, but when 
mention is made of resurrection, they content themselves by claiming that it will 
never happen. They merely entertain false hopes and desires. Reality is not based 
upon the hopes of any person. The truth of the matter is that "Whoever commits an 
evil deed will meet its retribution and will not find for himself any friend, nor any ally 
besides Allah." 

Similar is the case with the people of book (Ahlul Kitab). They do not realise 
that the basis of salvation is not their vain hopes, but Belief (Iman) and good 
deeds. They entertained these hopes even though they were informed in their 
scriptures about the advent of the final Prophet jJL-j Up i»t JL* and they were 
aware of his miracles. They are required to view this reality, believe in him and 
not just content themselves with the vain desire that Heaven (Jannah) is reserved 
for them. 

If the opinion of Sayyidina Masruq aJp &\ is considered, then Allah 
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addresses the Muslims in the verse as well. Allah enjoins them not to entertain 
mere hopes of salvation, but they should remain steadfast on their imam and 
aspire for higher ranks by carrying out good deeds. 

In this regard "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.5 p.152) reports that Sayyidina Hasan &\ 
Aip said, "Imam is not merely a desire, but consists of true testifying within the 
heart and is substantiated by action. Many a person has been beguiled by hopes 
in Allah's mercy and left this world without a single good deed to their account. 
They claimed that they maintained favourable hopes in Allah, but they lied. If 
they did have good hopes in Allah, they would have carried out good actions/' 

THE RETRIBUTION FOR EVIL DEEDS 

"Whoever commits an evil deed will meet its retribution..." According to this 
verse, the punishment of every sin will be meted to a person. However, 
punishment may be waived by repentance (Taubah), Istighfar, good deeds and 
undergoing hardships. 

When the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up ifo JL* recited this verse to Sayyidina Abu 
Bakr &\ ^ Jt the latter exclaimed, "May my parents be sacrificed for you! 
Which of us do not sin? We will be punished for every sin?" Prophet U* <5»» JU 
(JL- 3 replied, "Abu Bakr, you and your believing compatriots will be cleansed of 
your sins in this very world and will meet Allah without a sin to your name. 
Other people [disbelievers (kuffar)] will have their sins accumulated until they 
receive the collective punishment on the Day of Judgment." [Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira <up & narrates that the Muslims were very 
perturbed when this verse was revealed and expressed their concern to the Holy 
Prophet f-L-j Up & JL*. He told them, "Keep treading correctly and doing good 
deeds. Every difficulty that afflicts a believer will be an expiation for his sins 
even to the extent of a thorn pricking him or when he gets hurt. All of these will 
serve to eradicate his sins." [Muslim v. 2 p.19] 

Sayyidina Abu Sa'id Khudri -up &\ reports that the Holy Prophet Up 
jJL- j said, "Allah will remit the sins of a Muslim on account of every bit of fatigue, 
pain, worry, concern, hardship and grief that afflicts him even to the extent of a 
thorn pricking him." [Bukhari and Muslim] 

Sayyidina Abu Musa ^ &\ reports that the Holy Prophet jJL, 3 Up iui JU» 
said, "Whatever difficulty afflicts a Mu'min is on account of his sins and Allah 
forgives much more than what He punishes for." Then the Holy Prophet & JU* 
jJL-j Up recited verse 30 of Surah Shura where Allah states, "Whatever calamity 
befalls you in on account of what your hands earn, and Allah forgives much more." 
[Tirmidhi] 

Sayyidina Abu Huraira & narrates that Prophet ^ j Up ito stated, 
"The believer (Mu'min) man and woman will continuously encounter difficulties 
in their lives, wealth and children until they reach Allah without a single sin to 
their names." [Tirmidhi] 

A TREMENDOUS REWARD FOR BELIEVER (MU'MIN) MEN AND 
WOMEN 

"Whoever does a good deed, whether male or female, as a believer, then these are the 
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ones who shall enter Heaven (Jannah) and they will not be wronged the amount of the 
dint in a date stone/' "Lubabun Nuqul" reports from Sayyidina Masruq U* 2bt 
that the people of book (Ahlul Kitab) admitted that the Muslims were on par with 
them upon revelation of the verse "This is not based upon your desires, nor on 
the desires of the people of book (Ahlul Kitab). "The above verse was then 
revealed in reply to this statement. 

The condition of Iman (belief) is stipulated in this verse to inform the Ahlul 
Kitab and all others that no good deed shall receive any reward without Iman 
(belief). A believer (Mu'min) and a disbeliever (kafir) can therefore never be on par 
with each other. 

THE DEFINITION OF THE RIGHTEOUS 

"Who is better in Dtn(rMigion\ than he who submits himself before Allah, is 
himself righteous and follows the creed of Ibrahim, being averse to all other Dins 
(religions) and inclined tewards Allah." The author of "Ruhul Ma' ani" explains that 
the person wher submits himself before Allah" is one who has sincerely devoted 
himself to Allah and does not accept another as his Lord. 

Other commentators maintain that the person who "submits himself before 
Allah" is that person who focuses his attention only upon Allah. Others are of the 
opinion that he is one who casts his face down upon the ground in prostration 
before Allah. 

"... is Himself righteous..." This excerpt means that the person is one who 
carries out his deeds with perfection, as they should be carried out. The Arabic 
word used here is derived from the root word "ihsan." When Jibr'il Up 
asked the Holy Prophet ^JL- 3 Up 2bi JL* the meaning of "ihsan," he replied, "That 
you worship Allah as if you see Him. If you cannot see him, then He definitely 
sees you." 

The person with the above attributes follows the best Din (religion) because 
all other Dins (religions) are founded upon disbelief (kufr), warranting eternal 
torment for their adherents. 

"Allah chose Ibrahim for a friend." A person whom Allah chooses as His friend 
must certainly be beloved to Allah. Therefore, it makes perfect sense to follow 
the creed and Din (religion) of a person/like Sayyidina Ibrahim Up. 

wag 

Sayyidina Ibrahim f^J\ Up achieved this noble position because of his 
tremendous sacrifices for Allah. He invited a nation of idolaters (including his 
father) towards oneness of Allah (Tauhid) in the face of immense opposition. 
They then cast him into the fire (which Allah cooled for him) and he then had to 
leave his wife and child in a barren, rocky place where there was no hope of 
living. Thereafter he built the Ka'ba with his son and prayed to Allah to bring 
into existence an Ummah the likes of that of the Holy Prophet (JL, j Up &\ JL*. 

Whoever will sacrifice as he did will also become the associate and beloved 
of Allah. A believer should submit his body and soul before Allah, act with the 
quality of ihsan and sacrifice for the sake of Allah. By acting in this manner, the 
disbeliever can never hope to equal him, even if the disbeliever be of the people 
of book (Ahlul Kitab). 
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"To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth." Allah 
may orchestrate events as He pleases and pass the laws He deems appropriate. 

"Allah is Ever Embracing of everything." Every single thing is within His 
knowledge and power. He is aware of every action and is perfectly Capable of 
giving retribution accordingly. 




(127) They seek from you a ruling with regard to women. Tell them, "Allah will 
give you a ruling concerning them and (concerning) that which is recited to you 
in the Book with regard to those orphaned girls to whom you do not give the 
right that is ordained for them, while you aspire to marry them. And (also 
recited to you in the Book are injunctions concerning) the feeble children and 
that you should deal justly with orphans. Indeed Allah is Well Aware of 
whatever good you do. 

THE INSTRUCTION TO RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF ORPHANS 

Bukhari (v.2 p.661) records a hadith in which Sayyidah Ayshah &\ 
narrates that a certain person was the guardian and joint heir of an orphan girl. 
He neither wanted to marry her, nor did he allow her to marry anyone else 
because he feared that the husband will gain possession of her wealth. This made 
things difficult for her. Consequently Allah revealed the above verse in this 
regard. 

It is recorded in Fat'hul Bari (v.8 p.265) from Ibn Abi Hatim aAp & ^ that the 
cousin of Sayyidina Jabir i»» ^ } had inherited some wealth from her deceased 
father's estate. Sayyidina Jabir <up did not want to marry her, neither did he 

want another to be married to her for fear of her losing her wealth. The above 
verse was revealed with reference to this incident. 

"They seek from you a ruling with regard to women. Tell them, 'Allah will give 
you a ruling concerning them and (concerning) that which is recited to you in the Book 
with regard to those orphaned girls to whom you do not give the right that is ordained for 
them, while you aspire to marry them." In this way these women are placed in a 
distressful situation, which is contrary to the dictates of the Shari'ah. 

Thereafter Allah goes on to say, 'And (also recited to you in the Book are 
injunctions concerning) the feeble children and that you should deal justly with 
orphans." These are pieces of advice given in the Qur'an for people to put into 
practice. The reference in this verse is to what has passed earlier in Surah Nisa 

(verses! and 3). 
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" and that you should deal justly with orphans/' The author of "Ruhul 

Ma'ani" (v.5 p.161) writes that this instruction is to rulers to see that the rights of 
orphans are fulfilled. Guardians and those who dissolve estates are also 
addressed to ensure that they perpetrate no injustices when orphans have to be 
accorded their shares of an estate. 

"Indeed Allah is well aware of whatever good you do. "Allah will reward those 
who deal justly with the weak and feeble orphans who cannot fend for 
themselves. 




(128) If a woman fears ill treatment or neglect from her husband, there shall be 
no sin on the couple should they make terms of reconciliation between 
themselves. Reconciliation is best; but selfishness has been made present in the 
minds of men. If you deal cordially and adopt abstinence, then indeed Allah is 
Informed of what you do. (129) You will never be able to maintain perfect 
justice between women however much you may desire to. So do not ignore any 
of them totally, leaving her in suspense. If you reconcile and adopt abstinence, 
then surely Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. (130) If the couple separate, 
Allah will make each of them independent through His generosity. Allah is All 
Embracing, The Wise. 

RECONCILING A COUPLE AND MAINTAINING EQUALITY 
AMONG WIVES 

A narration of Sayyidah Ayshah if* & is recorded in Abu Dawud, in 
which she says that one of the wives of the Holy Prophet ^ 3 *J* &\ JL», Sayyidah 
Sauda if* &\ ^j, feared that Prophet ^^ii J^> would separate from her. This 
was when she grew old. Consequently, she proposed that her turn to be with the 
Holy Prophet <JL- 3 Up i»t should be given to Sayyidah Ayshah if* & ^> The 
first of the above verses was revealed with regard to this. 

"Lubabun Nuqul" (p. 84) reports a narration of Sayyidina Sa'id bin 
Musayyab ifo ^ wherein he relates that the daughter of Sayyidina 
Muhammad bin Muslima ** it was married to Sayyidina Rafi bin Khudaij 
<up iui ^>j. On account of some dispute, or due to her old age, he decided to 
divorce her. She requested him not to do so, suggesting that he need not stipulate 
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a turn for her when meeting with his wives. The verse was revealed in reference 
to this. 

Hakim reports from Sayyidah Ayshah if* 2bi the following reason for the 
revelation of the verse, "Reconciliation is best..." She narrates that a person had a 
wife from whom he had many children. He, however, decided to divorce her and 
marry another woman instead. She proposed that he rather remain married to 
her, but need not include her in his visits to his wives. 

Nikah (marriage) is exceptionally important for both a man and a woman, in 
which there are great worldly and religious benefits. They live in peace, harmony 
and love, but the situation may arise when discontentment creeps between them. 
When reconciliation is impossible, the Shari'ah has permitted divorce as a last 
resort. 

It may also occur that a man requires to wed several wives at a time, 
especially in certain special circumstances when multiple marriages are the best 
way to ensure the well being of widowed women and their children. When a 
man marries several wives, it is incumbent on him that he deal with them with 
equality and justice. Together with providing for them in exactly equal terms, he 
also has to ensure that he spends an equal number of nights with each of them. 

Maintaining equality and justice in this way is within the ability of any man. 
However, he will not be liable for not being equal in his love and affection for 
each of them, because the inclinations of the heart are not in his control. Even the 
noble Prophet ^ j Up i\ JU knew of this problem. When stipulating the nights 
for his wives, he would supplicate thus to Allah, "O Allah, this is my allotment 
as I am able to do. Do not reprimand me for what I am unable to do." [Tirmidhi] 

The person who does not deal equally with his wives wherever possible, 
shall appear before Allah on the Day of Judgment in such a way that one half of 
his body will be paralysed. [Tirmidhi] 

If a person wants to divorce any of his wives because of his inability to deal 
justly with them, it will be appropriate that the wife concerned make certain 
terms with him to ensure that he does not divorce her. She may forgo her nightly 
turn in favour of another wife, or even propose that he reduce her maintenance 
or remit it altogether. This is what Allah refers to when He says, "If a woman jears 
ill treatment or neglect jrofft her husband, there shall be no sin on the couple should they 
make terms reconciliation between themselves. Reconciliation is best..." It is best 
especially when considering that the couple may have spent a along time 
together and when the wife is prepared to forfeit a right of hers. The author of 
"Ruhul Ma'ani" interprets the verse to read "reconciliation is better than divorce, 
* ill treatment and disputes." 

" but selfishness has been made present in the minds of men" The Arabic word 

used in this verse for selfishness ("shuh") denotes a type of selfishness that is 
coupled with greed. In reality, each of these evil traits are inseparable. A person 
with either of them must posses the other as well. 

Since love for the world is the cause of both of these traits, Allah says in 
Surah Hashr (Surah 59, verse 9) and Surah Taghabun (Surah 64, verse 16), "Whosoever 
is protected from 'shuh' these are the successful ones indeed." 
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The Holy Prophet jJL-j Up i>t JU stated, "The worst of traits in a person is 
'shuh', that instils terror within him. The other is the cowardice that extracts the 
soul/' [Mishkat p. 165 and Nasa'i v.l p.34] 

In explaining this verse, commentators say that because greed is ever 
present in the hearts of men and he does not want to spend, reconciliation 
becomes easier. When he realises that it will be to his benefit to waive her turn or 
not to grant her the full maintenance, he is more likely to keep her in his 
marriage. By remaining together in marriage all will be well, especially for the 
children. 

"If you deal cordially and adopt abstinence, then indeed Allah is Informed of what 
you do." Allah shall reward every**person, be it the husband or the wife, when 
they abide by this. 

* 

After stressing the importance of reconciliation and peace-making, Allah 
draws attention to an issue of great significance. Allah says, "You will never be able 
to maintain perfect justice between women however much you may desire to" This, as 
mentioned before, refers to the inclinations of the heart. 

If a person is inclined more towards a certain wife, he should not let this 
cause him to oppress any of the others, as Allah says, "So do not ignore any of them 
totally, leaving her in suspense" (i.e. when her rights are not fulfilled she can 
neither regard herself as a wife nor as a single woman. Her position is thus 
undefined). 

Allah then adds, "If you reconcile and adopt abstinence, then surely Allah is Most 
Forgivingr Most Merdful. " 

If all fails and the couple cannot be reconciled, then Allah offers consolation 
to each by saying, "If they separate, Allah will make each of them independent through 
His generosity." Neither party should think that the, other will be hapless without 
the other. Allah shall care for either of them and each shall receive what Allah 
has appointed for them. He will, if He pleases, find each of them another home 
wherein they will be content. All this is easy for Allah because "Allah is All 
Embracing, The Wise." 

Especially those people who keep their first wives in constant oppression 
should reflect deeply upon these verses. Neither do they divorce them, nor do 
they treat them well. They do this so that she may live in want and desperation. 
They should bear in mind that Allah shall call them to account on the Day of 
Judgment. If they cannot maintain justice among their wives, they should let one 
go as Allah mentioned in verse 3 of Surah Nisa that only one wife be kept in this 
situation. 

When the enemies of Islam object to multiple marriages, some ignorant 
Muslims quote the verse, "You will never be able to maintain perfect justice between 
women however much you may desire to. u They add that since equality between 
wives is impossible, it follows that Islam forbids multiple marriages. They say 
that it is therefore necessary that a person marry only one wife at a time. In 
trying to appease the enemies of Islam, these people have altered the law*gf the 
Shari'ah. As explained earlier, the verse refers to the inclinations of theTieart. 
When a person is able to maintain equality in matters that are within His ability 
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he is allowed to marry up to four wives at a time. 




(131) To Allah belongs what is in the heavens and what is in the earth. Most 
definitely We have charged those to whom We had conferred the Book before 
you, as well as yourselves, to fear Allah. If you disbelieve, then to Allah belongs 
whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth. Allah is Independent, 
Praiseworthy. (132) To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is 
in the earth, and Allah suffices as a Defender. (133) If Allah wills, He may 
remove you and produce others. Allah is Most Able to do that. (134) Whosoever 
desires the reward of this world, with Allah is the reward of this world and the 
Hereafter. Allah is All Hearing, All Seeing. 

EVERYTHING IN THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH BELONGS TO 
ALLAH AND HE IS INDEPENDENT, PRAISEWORTHY, ALL 
HEARING AND ALL SEEING, 

These verses emphasise that everything is the creation Of Allah. He may 
deal with them as He pleases and may pass any law He desires. None has the 
right to object. 

"Most definitely We have charged those to whom We had conferred the Book before 
you, as well as yourselves, to fear Allah/' This includes practising on the entire Din 
(religion) and abstaining from all sins. However, "If you disbelieve, then (this will 
not harm Allah in the least because) to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and 
whatever is in the earth. Allah is Independent, Praiseworthy." The obedience as well 
as the disobedience of any person cannot affect Allah at all and only He is most 
worthy of all praise in all situations. 

Thereafter Allah stresses the point by repeating, "To Allah belongs whatever is 
in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, and Allah suffices as a Defender. " ' 

"If Allah wills, He may remove you and produce others. Allah is Most Able to do 
that." Nothing is difficult for Allah and every person should consider it a 
privilege to worship Allah because He needs no one. 

"Whosoever desires the reward of this world, with Allah is the reward of this world 
and the Hereafter." No person should seek the rewards of only this world from 
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Allah otherwise they will be deprived of the greater rewards of the Hereafter. 
Since Allah is in control of the rewards of both the worlds, a person should 
beseech Him for both. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.5 p.166] 

Sayyidina Zaid bin Thabit ^ &\ narrates that the Holy Prophet Up iut 
fLsj said, "The person whose concern is only the Hereafter, Allah shall gather 
together all his dispersed affairs, grant him contentment of heart and the world 
will come kneeling before him. However, the person whose only concern is this 
world, Allah shall cause all his affairs to disperse, place poverty before his eyes 
and he will receive only that much of the world as is ordained for him." [At 
Targhib wat Tarhtb vAp.l21\ 

''Allah is All Hearing, All Seeing/' Allah knows who intends the things of the 
world and who desires the things of the Hereafter. He knows whose actions are 
performed for show and will repay them accordingly. 




(135) O you who believe! Be firm in establishing justice and be witness for Allah 
even if it be against yourselves, your parents and relatives. Be he affluent or 
poor, Allah is closer to each of them. So do not follow your passions in 
enforcing justice. If you distort your speech or turn away, then indeed Allah is 
Well Informed of what you do. 

TRUTHFUL TESTIMONY AND STEADFASTNESS UPON EQUITY 

"Lubabun Nuqiil" (p. 85) reports an incident from the commentator Suddi 
Up &\ ^ Jr in which two people presented their dispute before the Holy Prophet 
pJL-j Up JU. One was wealthy and the other was poor. The Holy Prophet i»» 
jJL- j Up was inclined towards the poor person since it generally occurs that the 
rich oppress the poor. The first of the above verses was revealed with regard to 
this. 

Justice demands that favouritism should not be shown to any party. 
Enforcing justice will entail that testimony be given and oaths be taken. 
However, it is necessary that the witnesses be truthful, for which reason Allah 
speaks of witnesses testifying for Allah only. The witness should be precise and 
impartial, and he should not distort his speech so that his statements become 
ambiguous. By doing this, the oppressor may be acquitted or the judge may find 
it difficulty to pass Judgment. 

The witness should also not refuse to present testimony since this could 
cause the right of another to be usurped. This is referred to when Allah says, "if 
yon distort your speech or turn away, then indeed Allah is Well Informed of what yon 
do." 
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In the concluding portion of Surah Baqarah Allah says, "Witnesses should not 
refuse when they are summoned" {verse 282). Allah also says thereafter, "Do not 
conceal testimony, for whoever conceals it, then verily he has a sinful heart" [Surah 2, 
verse 283] 

The verse emphasises that testimony be given even "if it be against yourselves, 
your parents and relatives." If the testimony be to the detriment of the people 
concerned, the detriment will be that of this temporary world only. This is 
insignificant when compared to the eternal detriment of the Hereafter that has to 
be faced for failing to uphold justice. 

"Be he affluent or poor, Allah is closer to each of them." This part of the verse 
accentuates that the financial condition of the person against whom the 
testimony or the verdict is passed should not be taken into consideration. Wealth 
and poverty are both from Allah and do not reflect the status a person holds with 
Allah. None has a closer relationship with His bondsmen than Allah Himself. 

It is indeed unfortunate that witnesses and judges look at the people 
involved when giving testimony or passing Judgment. They hesitate when a 
relative or wealthy person is involved, thus supporting oppression and 
subjecting themselves to the torments of the Hereafter. 

Even knowledgeable people flow with the tide of partiality when family 
and nationality are concerned. Recent history bears testimony to the fact that 
when India was partitioned, many Muslims fled the atrocities of the disbelievers 
(kuffar) and took refuge with other Muslims. They lawfully bought land from the 
locals and managed to earn a living. However, when the native Muslims of these 
regions were overcome by tribal emotions, they began evicting these refugees 
from their land. 

Untold atrocities and oppression were perpetrated and properties were 
seized from them. In this mayhem, even knowledgeable people and leaders were 
swept away by feudalism, shouting' slogans that it was their land. They 
considered the prices paid to them for their land by the refugees as a profit and 
acted in stark contradiction to the verse "be firm in establishing justice." 

If hearts are imbued with justice, then none would fear to speak in the face 
of public opposition, tyrants would receive no support and oppressed people 
would get their just dues. It has become a profession for many people that they 
are paid to give false testimony and are to be found daily in courtrooms. This is 
Haram and contrary to the verse "be zdttnessfor Allah." 

Sayyidah Aysha i^p &s reports that the Holy Prophet ^ 3 Up &\ JU» once 
asked them if they knew who will be the first to reach Allah's shade on the Day 
of Judgment. When they submitted that only Allah and His Prophet a^p JU 
(JL-j knew best, he said, "They are those who accept their rights when it is given 
to them, give what is due to others when asked from them, and judge between 
people as they would pass Judgment for themselves, i.e. As they wish that justice 
and the truth prevail when they are judged, so too they desire the same for 
others." [Mishkatp. 322] 

"O you who believe, be firm in establishing justice and be witness for Allah... "This 
injunction applies to all believers (Mu'minin). Leaders should be the first to 
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practise justice so that the environment is created for justice to prosper. They 
should also ensure that they appoint to the post of magistrate such people who 
possess knowledge and piety (Taqwa) so that no injustice is perpetrated. They 
should be people who judge in accordance with the Qur'an and Sunnah and not 
according to the oppressive system of occidental legislatures. 

"O you who believe, be firm in establishing justice and be witness for Allah..." 
Surah Ma'idah contains a very similar verse {Surah 5, verse 8). From a combination 
of the two, it is learnt that justice and truthful witnesses both ensure Allah's 
pleasure. 

" indeed Allah is well informed of what you do." This serves to remind one 

that Allah is Omnipresent and that he should keep this in mind whenever he is 
called on to judge or to be witness. 

Lesson: "So do not follow your passions in enforcing justice." This is a brief 
summary and emphasis of what was previously stated. Oppression results when 
the desires are followed instead of the truth and the orders of Allah are ignored. 

Another interpretation of this verse is that if passions are followed, people 
will deviate from justice. It may also mean that if passions are followed, a person 
will never be able to administer justice. 

Lesson: Just as relations should not be an obstacle to the enforcement of 
justice, enmity should also not hinder it. Allah says in the second verse of Surah 
Ma'idah, "Enmity for a nation, because they prevented you from the Masjid-ul Haram, 
should never spur you to be unjust." In verse 8 of Surah Ma'idah Allah says, 
"Enmity for a nation should never spur you to be unjust. 

Lesson: Islam lays great emphasis on the enforcement of justice and truth, 
and has outlined the principles for their establishment. Irrespective of who the 
person involved may be, Islam supports the one who is right and strongly 
opposes injustice and oppression. Since the inception of communism, people 
have been obsessed with the belief that the rich should be subdued even if the 
poor are the oppressors. 

It is often witnessed that when the rich and the poor are involved in a 
dispute, most people support the poor, whereas it is justice that has to be given 
support. If a wealthy person employed a poor person for some work and then 
fails to pay him or pays him less that his dues, then undoubtedly it will be the 
poor person that must be defended. On the other hand, if a poor person seized 
wrongful possession of a rich person's money, the poor person must be made to 
return the money. Islam stands opposed to injustice. If it stems from the rich, 
they will be confronted, and if it stems from the poor, they too must be 
remanded. 

Labourers now take unfair advantage of their rights and demand more that 
what is due to them. If they do not receive their demands, they go on strike, and 
then have the audacity to demand remuneration for the period of the strike. Even 
if the owners of the factories are forced by the law of any country to pay for 
period of closure, it will be Unlawful (Haram) for the labourers to accept the 
money in this situation. 
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The labourers are also at fault when they are paid for eight hours of work, 
but complete less than eight hours of work. Some time is always wasted in 
unnecessary talk and activities that often have no bearing on their actual work. In 
such a situation/it will be Unlawful (Haram) for them to accept their full salaries. 
People who support such workers are oppressors themselves. 



(136) O y<m who believe, believe in Allah, His messenger, the Book that He 
revealed to His messenger and the Book that was revealed before. Whoever 
disbelieves in Allah, His angels, His Books, His messengers and the Last Day, 
then indeed he has wandered far astray. (137) Verily those who believe, then 
disbelieve, then believe, then disbelieve and increase in disbelief, it does not 
behove Allah to forgive them, nor to guide them to the right path. 

THE COMMAND TO BELIEVE IN ALLAH, HIS MESSENGERS, HIS 
BOOKS, HIS ANGELS AND IN THE LAST DAY 

The first verse enjoins the Believers (Mu'minin) to "believe in Allah, His 
messenger, the Book that He revealed to His messenger and the Book that was revealed 
before. Wlioever disbelieves in Allah, His angels, His Books, His messengers and the Last 
Day, then indeed he has wandered far astray." This verse contains the principal 
factors of Belief (Iman). It is obligatory that every person believes in these things 
to qualify as a Believer (Mu f min). 

The famous hadith of Jibr'il f*>LJ <uU adds a further factor as belief in Taqdir 
(predestination). Once a person believes in all of these, he will have to believe in 
the entire Din (religion) because all of these have been detailed in the Qur'an and 
by Prophet jJL*j 4* i»» JL*. The person who denies anything conclusively reported 
from the Qur'an or the Ahadith shall be a disbeliever (kafir). 

Thereafter Allah discusses the Hypocrites (Munafiqin), In the beginning of 
Surah Baqarah, the motives and origin of the Hypocrites (Munafiqln) were 
discussed. They placed the attainment of the world as their objective and feigned 
belief (Iman) while disbelief (kufr) was lurking in their hearts. 

Some were inspired to accept Islam, but the others fell deeper into the 
yawning abyss of disbelief (kufr) without ever being able to perceive the reality of 
the Hereafter. When a person dies as a disbeliever (kafir), he is doomed to eternal 
destruction and will never find guidance to reach the bliss of Heaven (Jannah). 

Certain commentators maintain that the verse refers to the Jews. They 
believed, then succumbed to the worship of the calf. They then repented, but 
later disbelieved in Sayyidina Isa ^LJ\ «Jp. Thereafter, they excelled in their 
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disbelief until they even knowingly rejected the final Prophet J^j> *4* & j^. 
["Ruhul Ma'ani "] 

"...nor (does it behove Allah) to guide them to the right path. "One of the 
interpretations is that Allah will never lead them to the road to Heaven (Jannah). 
Another meaning is that they will never be guided to accept the truth because of 
their persistent disbelief. Thus, they will never be inspired to repent and believe. 
As Allah says in Surah Saff, "When they remained crooked, Allah further twisted their 
hearts. " [Surah 61, verse 5] 




(138) Give to the hypocrites the glad tidings of an agonising punishment.... (139) 
(They are) those who take the disbelievers as friends instead of the believers. Do 
they seek honour from them? Indeed all honour is for Allah only. 

HONOUR IS ONLY FOR ALLAH 

This verse also chides the Hypocrites (Munafiqin). Allah says, "Give to the 
hypocrites the glad tidings of an agonising punishment..." Although glad tidings are 
for joyous occasions, it is used in this verse for punishment. This is so because 
the hypocrites (munafiqin) expect good results from their despicable behaviour 
and the use of these ironic words in this verse expresses their foolishness. 

The hypocrites (munafiqin) befriended the disbelievers (kuffar), telling them 
that they were with them, just as they would tell the same to the Believers 
(Mu'minin). In reality, they were with neither of the two, as will be mentioned in 
the ensuing verses viz. "Swaying between, they are neither towards these, nor towards 
those" (verse 143). Neither of the two groups even regarded them as part of their 
respective group, yet the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) thought themselves to have 
successfully infiltrated the ranks of both groups. They thus hoped to derive 
benefit from both. 

The hypocrites declined to accept Islam thinking that if the disbelievers 
were to overpower the Muslims, they [the Hypocrites] would lose their honour 
and respect by being Muslims. Therefore Allah says, "Do they seek honour from 
them [the disbelievers]? Indeed all honour is for Allah only." Allah accords respect and 
honour to whomsoever He desires and snatches it away when He pleases. The 
honour that the disbelievers enjoy because of their wealth and properties pales 
into insignificance before the honour that Allah shall accord the believers. 
Consequently Allah granted the believers numerous victories over the 
disbelievers and they, together with the hypocrites, were disgraced. Honour was 
then conferred on the believers, dashing all the hopes of the hypocrites. In the 
hereafter as well, the lot of the hypocrites will be a most pitiable and disgraceful 
one. 

The present sorry state of the Muslims is due to their neglect of the demands 
of Iman. Every Muslim should regard Islam to be the greatest honour. Muslims 



Surah An-Nisa 4: 140-141 



660 



Anw3r-ul-Bayan (v. 1) 



must seek honour from Allah and maintain a cordial relationship with other 
Muslims. They should never look for honour in the lifestyles, dressing and 
behaviour of the disbelievers (kuffar). No honour can be found in the mannerisms 
and culture of the people whom Allah does not honour. 

Sayyidina Tariq bin Shihab 4^ ^ narrates that he accompanied 
Sayyidina Umar &\ j and Sayyidina Abu Ubaidah bin Jarrah <up <&i on a 
journey to Syria during the Caliphate (Khildfah) of Sayyidina Umar 2b% ^ Jm He 
relates that Sayyidina Umar <up ibt dismounted his camel and, placing his 
leather socks upon his shoulders, began to lead the camel by its reigns. Sayyidina 
Abu Ubaidah h addressed him saying, "O Leader of the believers (Amirul 
Mu'minin)\ You are leading the camel by its reigns with your socks upon your 
shoulders. I do not deem it appropriate that the people of the city, the soldiers 
and the leaders of the Christians see you in this state." 

Sayyidina Umar 2bt exclaimed, "Shame on you, O Abu Ubaidah! If 
anyone besides you had made that statement, I would have meted out such a 
grievous punishment that it would have been a lesson for the entire Ummah of 
the Holy Prophet ^JL 3 Up m We (the Arabs) were a nation that was disgraced. 
Allah granted us honour by virtue of Islam. By Allah! If We seek honour in 
anything besides that by which Allah has honoured us, then Allah shall disgrace 
us once more!" [Mustadrak of Hakim v.l p.62] 

It is witnessed today that many who claim to be Muslims adopt the 
mannerisms of the disbelievers (kuffar). They parade with clean-shaven faces and 
western clothing, aping the behaviour, food and drink of their eneniies. They 
even adopt their political constitutions, thinking that all of these things will bring 
them honour! They consider it a shame to follow the Qur'an and Sunnah of the 
Holy Prophet jJL-j k ju. 

They are embarrassed to dress Islamically and to conduct their functions 
(especially weddings) according to the dictates of the Shari'ah. 

Many Muslims today pursue honour" in fostering friendship with the 
disbelievers just as the hypocrites had done in the time of the Holy Prophet 2bi JU> 
<X>i They do not see the honour in following the Shari'ah 

of Allah, yet see honour on bowing to the dictates of the disbelievers! The 
disbelievers stood in awe of the Companions (Sahaba) ^» &\ ^j. How can the 
disbelievers have any regard for the Muslims who now kneel before them and 
appear to be replicas of them? What respect can they show to them? 

Allah says in Surah Munafiqun, "Honour is only for Allah, His messenger and 
the believers (Mu'minln), but the hypocrites (Mundfiqin) know it not" [Surah 63, verse 
8]. Muslims have been deprived of honour because they do not fulfill the 
demands of Islam and belief (Imdn). 
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a j^a i^t s fizz; 

(140) It has already been revealed to you in the Book that when you hear the 
verses of Allah being rejected and ridiculed, you should not sit with them until 
they engage in other talks. Without doubt, in that case (if you remain with 
them), you will be just like them. Surely Allah will gather the hypocrites and 
the disbelievers all together in Hell. (141) They wait in eager anticipation for a 
calamity to befall you. If you gain victory from Allah, they say, "Were we not 
with you?" If the disbelievers win a share, they tell them, "Were we not 
victorious over you and protected you from the believers?" Allah will judge 
between them on the Day of Judgment. Allah shall never grant die disbelievers 
victory over the believers (Mu'minm). 

THE PROHIBITION AGAINST SITTING IN THE COMPANY OF 
DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) AND AN ACCOUNT OF THE 
HYPOCRITICAL STATEMENTS OF THE HYPOCRITES 
(MUNAFIQIN) 

The above verse reminds the Muslims off a previously revealed verse of 
Surah An' am viz. "When you see those who engross themselves (with ridicule and 
sarcasm) with our verses, then turn away from them till they engage themselves in some 
other talk. If the devil (Shaytan) makes you forget, then, after recollection, do not sit in 
the company of the oppressive folk." [Surah 6, verse 68] 

In their gatherings, the Polytheists (Mushriktn)nsed to mock and jeer at the 
Qur'anic verses, making it one of their pastimes. Allah instructed the Believers 
(Mu'minin) to avoid such gatherings until they changed their talks. 

The verse under discussion refers to the verse of Surah An' am when it says, 
"It has already been revealed to you in the Book that when you hear the verses of Allah 
being rejected and ridiculed, you should not sit with them until they engage in other 
talks. Without doubt, in that case, you will be just like them." The Hypocrites 
(Munafiqin) were also involved in such activities. The Muslims are warned not to 
participate in these talks because if they were ever affected by what was being 
said, they would also become disbelievers (kuffdr). Even if they were not 
influenced, they would share in the sin. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma' am" writes that the meaning of being like them 
refers to sharing in the sin since it will be sinful to participate in these gatherings 
despite being able to object or, at least, to leave. He adds that it could also mean 
that the Muslim will share in the disbelief (kufr) because participation in their 
gatherings indicates that one is pleased with their actions. To be pleased with the 
disbelief of another is also disbelief. 
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He writes further that some commentators have deduced from this verse 
that it is Unlawful (Mar am) to associate with sinners and innovators (those 
involved in Bid' ah). This is the opinion of Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud i» 

and Sayyidina Ibrahim Nakha'i &\ ^ Jm It is reported that a fasting person 
was once in the company of someone who was consuming liquor. Sayyidina 
Umar bin Abdul Aziz *ip & had the fasting person also punished and then 
recited the above verse to him in substantiation. 

It is deduced from the verse that it is not sufficient to merely show 
disapproval to actions of disbelief (kufr) by looking displeased or feeling 
displeasure within one's heart. It is incumbent (Fardh) that a person leaves their 
presence. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.5 p. 174] 

When the disbelievers (kuffar) are gathered and a person who is able to 
convincingly contest their ridicule of Islam leaves their gathering without doing 
so, then this will not be considered to be prevention. It will be necessary for him 
to speak in defence of Islam and debate them. 

When a Muslim cannot answer the derision of the disbelievers (either due to 
ignorance or due to the overpowering presence of disbelievers he should, at the 
very least, leave such a gathering. 

"Surely Allah will gather the hypocrites and the disbelievers all together in Heir 
Muslims should rather remain in the company of those who are destined for 
Heaven (Jannah); not with those who will all be gathered together in Hell. 

The hearts of the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) are never with the Muslims and, it 
is for this reason that they "wait in eager anticipation for a calamity to befall you. If 
you gain victory from Allah they say, 'Were we not with you?" This they say so that 
they may also receive a portion of the booty. 

"If the disbelievers win a share (win a battle), they tell them, 'Were we not 
victorious over you..." (i.e. Did we not join ranks with the Muslims when they 
overpowered you, thereby learning their secrets and weaknesses, which we 
divulged to you and which allowed you now to overcome them? In this way, we) 
"protected you from the believers?" The method of the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) was 
that they constantly discouraged the Muslims from fighting the disbelievers 
(kuffar). When the occasion for battle did arise, they then deserted the Muslims 
(as was witnessed at Uhud). Thus, the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) desired to benefit 
from the fortunes of both parties. 

"Allah will judge between them on the Day of Judgment." The Believers 
(Mxi'minln) will enter Heaven (Jannah) and the others shall suffer only misery. 
Although their worldly behaviour (hypocrisy, plots and deceit) seemed to profit 
them, the profits were only temporary. In the Hereafter, they will see the error of 
their ways. 

"Allah shall never grant the disbelievers (kuffar) victory over the believers 
(Mu'minin)." On the Day of Judgment, Allah shall never allow the disbelievers to 
overwhelm the Believers (Mu'minin). However, as a test for the Believers 
(Mu'minin) and merely to humour the disbelievers (kuffar), Allah allows the 
disbelievers to gain victory in the battles of the world. Sayyidina Ibn Abbas and 
Ali ^ & have tendered this interpretation. 
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After quoting this, the author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that another 
interpretation is that in this world, Allah shall never allow the disbelievers 
(kuffar) to totally overcome the Muslims in such a way that all the Muslims are 
obliterated. 

Yet another interpretation is that the disbelievers shall never be able to 
prove the superiority of their Din's (religions) over Islam. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v.5 p.175] 

The author of "Hidaya" uses this verse to substantiate the ruling that a 
disbeliever (kafir) can never be guardian over a Muslim e.g. A disbeliever (kafir) 
father cannot be guardian of his Muslim children, neither has he the authority to 
marry them off. 

(142) Indeed the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah whereas He deceives them. 
When they stand up in Salah, they stand up lazily, to be seen by people and they 
remember Allah only a little therein. (143) Swaying between, they are neither 
towards these, nor towards those. You shall never find a way for him whom 
Allah has led astray. (144) O you whcj believe, choose not the disbelievers as 
friends in place of the believers. Do you wish that Allah establish a clear proof 
against you? (145) Most assuredly, the hypocrites shall be in the lowest depth of 
the fire, and you will never find a helper for them. (146) Except those who 
repent, amend, trust firmly in Allah and devote their Din (religion) solely for 
Allah. These shall be among the believers. Very Allah shall soon confer on the 
believers an enormous reward. (147) What must Allah punish you for if you are 
grateful and believe? Allah is Most Appreciative, All Knowing. 

THE DECEIT OF THE HYPOCRITES (MUNAFIQIN), THEIR 
RELUCTANCE IN MATTERS OF DIN (RELIGION) AND THE 
COMMAND TO THE MUSLIMS NOT TO BEFRIEND THE 
DISBELIEVERS (KUFFAR) 

These verses shed further light on the evils of the hypocrites (Munafiqin) but 
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mention that the doors to repentance are never closed, even for them. The first 
verse is similar to the ninth verse of Surah Baqarah that says, "They seek to beguile 
Allah and those who believe." They do this by telling the believers (Mu'minin) that 
they are also believers and expect to receive the same bounties from Allah as are 
accorded to the believers (Mu'minin); as if Allah does not know that these 
bounties are not for them on account of their disbelief. 

Allah says, whereas Allah deceives them." Allah shall punish them for 

their deception. The same word (deceive) is used here for Allah as was used for 
them. This is merely for reasons of similarity of context. 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" reports that certain commentators are of the opinion that 
this refers to the Day of Judgment when the hypocrites will want to share the 
light and illumination that will be given to the believers. The light with then be 
extinguished for them when a barrier will be placed between them and the 
believers. This episode is mentioned in Surah Hadid, where Allah says, "it will be 
told to them, 'Retreat and seek a light!' A wall will be erected between them having a 
door, the inner of which shall contain mercy and from the exterior shall be punishment." 
[Surah 57, verse 13] 

Since the consequences of their actions shall affect them, Allah says in Surah 
Baqarah, "They only beguile themselves, but they realise it not." [Surah 2 verse 9] 

Thereafter Allah makes mention of their Salah. He says, "When they stand up 
in Salah they stand up lazily..." Because of the absence of belief (Iman), they have 
no regard for Salah but only perform it because they had told everyone that they 
were believers (Mu'minin). If they were sincere in their Salah, they would 
perform it with feeling and with the urge to earn the pleasure of Allah. 

They perform Salah merely "to be seen by people and they remember Allah only a 
little therein." The. author of Bayanul Qur'an writes that their Salah was only a 
series of actions and the resemblance to Salah ended just there. They were never 
allowed to lead the Salah and they merely followed the Scholar (Imam). In this 
condition, none would be aware if they did not even move their lips. 

"Swaying between..." The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that they were 
suspended between Belief (Iman) and Disbelief (kufr), and it may also be said that 
they lay between the Believers (Mu'minin) and the disbelievers (kuffar). Satan 
(Shay tan) had left them in a state of confusion so they knew not which way to 
turn. Although in belief they were disbelievers (kuffar), yet their external 
appearance was one of ^oubt. 

"they are neither towards these, nor towards those." The Hypocrites (Munafiqin) 
associated with the Muslims as well as the disbelievers (kuffar) and displayed 
love and concern for either party. In reality, they were never a part of either 
group. They were under the misconception that they were smart enough to 
appease both groups, yet both never considered them as their own. Despite their 
numerous oaths and promises, none could be convinced of their loyalty to them. 

The Holy Prophet jJL,j Up 'Ai. ■ JU said, "The example of a hypocrite is like a 
goat between two pastures. It sometimes goes to the one and sometimes to the 
other" [Muslim]. Commentators of hadith say that the female goat is implied 
since she goes from pasture to pasture in search of a mate. [Mirqdt] 
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Lesson: The verse points to the fact that it is a trait of a hypocrite to display 
lethargy and reluctance for Salah. Believers (Mu'minln) should perform their 
Salah with vigour and enthusiasm. 

Sayyidina Anas -up 2bt ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet pJL-j u* &\ ju» said, 
"The Salah of a hypocrite is that he waits for the sun to turn yellow and lies 
between the horns of devil (Shaytan). He then pecks at the ground four times and 
only remembers Allah a little" [Muslim]. This means that he performs the 
prostration (sajdah) in such haste that he hardly rises from the one and he darts 
into the next; just as a hen pecks at her grains. 

During the times of sunrise and sunset, the devil (Shaytan) stands before the 
sun and shakes his head so that it appears to onlookers that the rays are dancing. 
This he does because it is at these times that the worshippers of the sun engage in 
worship. 

Once, after performing the Fajr Salah, the Holy Prophet jJL. 3 Up iui asked 
if a certain person was present. When the Companions (Sahaba) ^ &\ replied 
in the negative, the Holy Prophet <JL- 3 Up ibt JL* enquired the same with regard to 
another person. Again the reply was in the negative. The Holy Prophet Up 2bi JU* 
fl^j then said, "Verily these two Salah (Fajr and Isha) are heavy on the hypocrites 
(Munafiqin). If you knew the reward for them you would present yourselves even 
if you had to come crawling on your knees." [Mishkdt p. 96] 

In another hadith, the Holy Prophet jJL-j Up jl* stated, "By The Being 
Who controls my life! If any of them (those who absent themselves from Salah in 
congregation) were to receive a tasty bone or two good hooves, they would 
present themselves for the Isha Salah." [Bukhari v.l p.89] 

Those who hanker after the world will brave difficulties and sacrifice their 
sleep to attain some of it, but, because they do not have conviction in the rewards 
of the Hereafter, they are reluctant to perform good deeds. 

Lesson: It is learnt from the Ahadith that so much emphasis was laid on 
Salah in the time of the Holy Prophet (JL^. Up &\ JL* that even the Hypocrites 
(Munafiqin) were constrained to present themselves. When the environment of 
Din (religion) is fostered, even the irreligious people will be forced to fall in line 
and be religious. 

In a similar manner, when irreligiousness becomes rife and dominant in any 
society, even the pious become influenced. This has become the situation today. 
Those who do not perform their Salah freely associate with others without the 
least bit of shame. They forgo Salah after Salah without any remorse. This will all 
be eradicated if the same environment is established as it existed in the time of 
the Holy Prophet Up iwi ju>. 

"O you who believe, choose not the disbelievers as friends in place of the believers. 
Do you wish that Allah establish a clear proof against you?" By adopting the actions 
prohibited by Allah, a person becomes a sinner, thereby warranting the 
punishment of Allah. 

"Most assuredly, the hypocrites shall be in the lowest depth of the fire... - The 
author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" (v.5 p.177) writes that there are seven depths of Hell. 
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The first is called Hell, the second Laza, the third Hutama, the fourth Sa'ir, the 
fifth Saqar, the sixth Jahim and the seventh Hawiyah. At times all are referred to 
as 'An nar' (The Fire). 

He writes further that the Hypocrites (Munafiqin) will suffer even more 
severe punishment than the disbelievers (kuffar) because together with the 
practice of disbelief (kufr), they resorted to deceit and mockery of Islam. 

" and you will never find a helper for them..." None shall be able to help 

them nor lighten the punishment for them. 

" except those who repent, amend (their intentions and whatever else they 

may have marred), trust firmly in Allah and devote their Din (religion) solely for 
Allah." i.e. They accept Islam wholeheartedly and act only for the pleasure of 
Allah, without ostentation and without the intention to merely profit from the 
gains of the Muslims, or to be saved from any losses that they might incur. If 
they do this, then "These shall be amongst the believers. Very soon Allah shall confer on 
the believers an enormous reward." 

"What must Allah punish you for if you are grateful and believe?" Allah does not 
derive any benefit from punishing a person. He punishes in accordance to His 
wisdom and disbelief (kufr) is indeed a severe ingratitude that should be avoided 
at all costs to be saved from Allah' s punishment. 

"Allah is most appreciative, All knowing." He shall reward people for their 
Belief (Iman) and deeds, for nothing is beyond His knowledge. 
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GLOSSARY 



This glossary gives only a breef, introductory meaning of each word and is by no means 
an authentic dictionary or a full explanation. The meanings given are exactly what the 
translator has given in the text except for one or two cases here and there. 



a'raf,al: 

aafiyah: 

aal Imran: 

aalam: 

aalamin: 

adal: 

adhan: 

ahbar: 

ahl suffah: 

ahlul Kitab: 

ahqab: 

ajda: 

akhirah: 

alam arwah: 

alastu: 

alim: 

amin (pronounced aamin): 

amr bilma'ruf: 
an'am, al: 
anbiyah: 
anfal, al: 



anfal: 

ansar: 

aqd: 

asabat: 

asbat: 

ashab us suffah: 



a % shab: 



(a'udhu billahi minash shaytanir rajim) I seek refuge in 

Allah from the accursed devil) 

(inna lillahi wa inna ilahi rajVuri) see istarja' 

May Allah show mercy to him 

May Allah have mercy on him 

May Allah be pleased with him 

May Allah bless him and give him peace 

May peace be hon him 

the heights, the parapets 

safety, goof health and well-being 

(the) family of Imran 

all the world, universe 

universe,, all creation 

justice, moderation 

the call to prayer, five times a day 

learned Jewish scholars 

see ashabus suffah 

people of the Book 

(pi. of hiqb, q.v) 

a devilish name one whose nose and ears are cut off. 
hereafter 

world of the souls 

(c~Jt) refers to the pledge Allah took from all the souls 
(Am I not your Lord) al-A'raf, 172 
singular of ulama 

(exclamation after a prayer meaning) do answer, O 
Allah, let it be so, accept our prayer, 
enjoining the reputable 
the quadrapeds 
PL of nabi 

the spoils of war. This word anfal is the plural of tiafl 
(meaning, 'something extra') and anything more than 
the obligatory is nafl. A believer fights for Allah's 
sake, not for the booty. Hence, when he gets the 
booty, it is anfal 
booty gained after battle 

supporters who welcomed the muhajirs from Makkah 

pledge 

tribes 

successors, grandsons children of (Prophet) Ishaq 
about 300 poor immigrants who lived on a raised 
platform in Masjid Nabawi devoted to acquiring 
knowledge and participating in jihad 
same as sahabah 
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ashabul faraid: 

ashara mubashshafa: 

ashura: 

asr: 

aurah: 

awliya: 

awsat mufassal: 
ayah (PI. ay at): 
ayat ul Kursi: 
Aws: 
Azazil: 
ba'in (talaq): 
badanah: 
bahirah (« j^h): 

bahirah: 



baitul izzah: 
baqarah, al: 
bara'ah: 
barakah: 
basmalah: 

bayt ul-Ma'mur: 

bid: 

budn: 
buraq: 

buruj: 
Bakht Nasr: 
Bakkah: 

Bani (or Banu) Isra'il: 

Bid'ah: 

dajjal: 

darul harb: 

dawn: 

dhabih: 

dhakirin: 

dhamil arham: 

dhamil qurba: 

dhann: 

dhimmi: 

dhul Khalsa: 

din: 



'people of inheritance,' those liable to receive their 
shares of inheritance ; 

ten people who were give glad tidings of Paradise 
10th of Muharram 
afternoon (salah) 

that which the SharVah has called for being concealed, 
the intimate parts 
(pi. of wall) 

are the surah from at-Tariq(86) to al-Bayyinah(98) 

sign, verse (of the Quran) 

verse 255 of al-Baqarah 

tribe of Madinah 

nameoflblis 

irrevocable divorce 

large animal, (camels and catties) 

a she-camel whose ear was slit by pagan Arabs with 

supertitions minds 

the she camel whose ear was cut off when she 
delivered five foals, the fifth being a male, so that she 
may not be slaughtered or mounted but allowed to 
roam about freely. But, Qatadah said that the fifth 
should be a female to allow the distinction 
Allah's House on the first heaven, House of honour 
the cow 
exoneration 

abundant good, blessing 

^ j\ jj\ 4JUt h (Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim) In the 
name of Allah the Beneficent, the Most Merciful) 
a place beneath Allah's throne where angels perform 
tawaf 

13th, 14th, 15th of each lunar month when it is 
rewarding to fast 
pi. of badanah 

>an animal larger than a donkey and smaller than a 

horse travelling at speed of lightning. The Prophet S 

rode it to the heavens 

stars; (twelve signs of the zodiac) 

Nebuchadnezar 

another name for Makkah 

children of Isra'il 

innovation in religion 

antichrist ' 

enemy territory 

penalty 

the one offered as sacrifice, Isma'il ^& 
{hose who engage in dhikr 
maternal relatives, blood relatives 
relatives 

assumption, dreams of other people 

non-Muslim living in Islamic state under protection 

an idol regarded as the Ka'bah of Yeman, pulled 

down by Jarir bin Abdullah Bajali 4* 

religion 
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diyah: blood money 

diyah: bloodhit, blood money 

du'a: prayer, supplication, call 

dubur: west/wind 

durud: iny oca ting blessing on the Prophet 

eela: oath not to approach one's wife for an unspecified 

time 

eid (eed): festival 

eid ul adha: festival on 10th Dhul Hajjah when a sacrifice is made 

marking that of Prophet Ibrahim 

eid ul fitr: festival marking end of Ramadan when sal ah is 

offered and before that sadaqah al-fitr is paid to the 
poor. 

fa'i: war booty gained without fighting 

fajr: dawn (salah) 

fard: absolutely obligatory, undeniable 

fasiq (pi. fasiqun): disobedient, transgressor, rebellious 

fasiq: open sinner 

fa til: wick a small skin in the cleft of a date stone anything 

very insignificant. 

fatir: creator, originator 

fatrah: period during which no Prophet or Messenger was 

sent 

fatwa: ruling on a religious issue 

fatwa: . rulings on religions matters given by jurists 

fayyi: booty received by Muslims from disbelievers after a 

truce, without any fighting 

fidyah: expiation, atonement 

fitrah: nature, moral constitution 

furqan: discerner, that which differentiates 

furqan: discriminator, what distinguishes 

fusuq: .. sin 

Fatihah: opening 

Fir'awn: Pharaoh 

ghamus: false assertion of having done something in the past. 

ghanima: booty gained after battle 

ghislin: filth from the wounds of inmates of Hell 

ghulu: excesses, exaggeration (in religion) 

haddul qadhaf: punishment for defaming, someones accusing 

him / her of adultery 

hadith (pi. ahadith): Prophet's S tradition 

hady: animal of sacrifice brought by pilgrim 

haidh: menstruation 

hajj akbar: Hajj itself 

hajj al badl: hajj performed on behalf of another 

hajj asghar: the umrah 

hajr aswad: The Black Stone 

halal: lawful, permitted 

halal: lawful, permitted 

hama/ham/hami: a she camel dedicated to idols by pagan Arabs 

haram: unlawful, forbidden, sacred 

haram: unlawful, forbidden, sacred 

hasur: • chaste, abstaining from women, celibate 



hawariyyin: 

hidayah: 

hijab: 

hijrah: 

hiqb: 

hubal: 

hudhud: 

hullf (caU): 
hur ayn: 
hur: 
Hajj: 



Ham: 

Harut/Marut: 
i'tikaf: 

iblis: 

ibnus sabil: 
iddah: 

iddah: 

iddah: 

ifrad: 
ihram: 



ihsan: 
ihsar: 
ijma: 
ila(ella): 

ilham: 
illiyyin: 

ilm: 
iman: 

insha Allah: 
insha Allah: 

ira'ahit tariq: 
irtidad: 

isal ilal matlub: 
isal thawab: 

isha: 

islah; 

isra: 



disciples of Sayyidina Isa i& 

guidance 

covering, veil 

migration, migration to Madinah 

an extreamly long period of time; eighty years each 

day of which is like a thousand years of this world 

an idol of the Makkans whose slogan Abu Sufyan 

raised at the Uhud 

hoopoe 

agreement to assist one another in some matters 
large eyed maidens of Paradise 
maidens of Paradise, (beautiful and fair) 
annual pilgrimage which is obligatory on those who 
can perform it once in lifetime, involving visit to 
Makkah, Mina, Arafat and Muzdalifah (and Madinah). 
The stud camel whose 'grandson' impregnated a 
female, so it gained freedom. Or the stud camel who 
impregnated female camels ten times. It was set free 
two angels sent to try men 

seclusion for worship - men do it in the mosque while 
women observe it at home 
a name of the devil 
traveller 

waiting period for a woman who is divorced or 

widowed before she may remarry. 

waiting period of woman who is divorced or 

widowed 

waiting period of woman who is divorced or 
widowed before she may remarry 
assuming ihram for only hajj 

every pilgrim must assume the ihram which makes 
certain lawful things unlawful to him and calls upon 
him to don particular dress, 
be kind, do in a beautiful way 
prevented from making pilgrimage 
congensus of opinion 

an oath by a husband that he will not have sexual 
intercourse with his wives 
inspiration in the heart 

a place»above seven heaveans where souls of 

believers reside 

knowledge 

faith, belief 

if Allah will 

if Allah will. This phrase is added every time one 
speaks of doing something in future 
guidance by pointing out the path 
apostacy 

delivering to the exact destination 

consigning reward to another person of one's pious 

deeds 

night (salah) 
reformation, correction 
night journey 
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istabraq: 
istarja: 

istidraj: 



istighfar: 
istikhara: 

Isra'il (Prophet): 
ahannum: 
amarah (jamarat): 

amarah kubra: 
jamarah ula: 
amarah wusta: 
anazah salah: 
anazah: 
azakAllah: 

jibt: 
jihad: 
Jannah: 
Jizya: 

kaffarah: 
kashf: 
khums: 
kufr amali: 
Ka'bah: 



Kaffarah: 

Kafir: 

Kalalah: 

Karamah: 
Kawthar: 



Khalil: 
Kharaj: 
Khazraj: 
Khula: 

Khulafa (s. Khalifah): 
Khulafa Rashidun: 
Khutbah: 
Kiraman Katibin: 
Kitabah: 

Kuffar: 
Kufr: 



fine silk 

to say oj^rij^ w j*JJu» (to Allah we belong and to Him 
is our return) when faced with difficulty or on loss of 
a dear one. 

respite given Allah before He seizes finally when the 
sinner commits sin boldly, step by step, bringing the 
infidel to hell by degrees 
to seek forgiveness of Allah 

a prayer to get Allah's guidance on some issue of 

concern 

Yaqub %9 

Hell 

three pillars marking the site where the devil tries to 

tempt Ismail >$s@ 

the last ] amarah 

the first jamarah 

the middle jamarah 

funeral prayer 

funeral 

may Allah reward you, may Allah -jive you 

recompense 

idols, name of an idol 

to fight in Allah's cause 

Paradise 

tax imposed by Islam an non-Muslims offering them 

protection 

expiation 

a form of Divine inspiration 
one-fifth (of booty) 
disbelief in deeds 

cube, the building in the centre of the sacred mosque 
in Makkah around which pilgrims circumambulate, 
and which worshippers face in their salah. 
expiation 
disbeliever, infidel 

a dead person who leaves neither father nor son but a 
brother or a sister 
a wonder 

the Prophet's pond in the hereafter at which he stand 
and only the truly pious will be allowed to drink so 
that they will never feel thirsty 
friend 

a tribute on land 
tribe of Madinah 

divorce given by a husband on his wife's initiative 
. Caliphs 
righteous caliphs 
sermon 

angels who record a person's deeds/ words 

a slave's agreement to buy his own freedom from his 

master through regular payments 

(pi. of Kafir) 

disbelief/to conceal (truth) 
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Kun (jT): 

la'n: 
laat: 



labayk: 
laghw: 

laylatul qadar: 
lia'n: 



lowhul mahfuz: 
Laylatul jinn: 

ma'idah, al: 
mabrur: 
mahr mi thai: 
mahr: 
mahram: 

makruh tahrimi: 
makruh tahzihi: 

makruh: 
manasik: 

maqamul Mahmud: 
mashwarah: 
masjid: 
mathani: 

mawdihatul hasanah: 
mawlal mawalat: 



maytah: 
mi' raj: 
mihrab: 

mirain: 

miswak: 

mu'allaq: 

mu'anaqa: 

mu'awwadhatayn: 

muadhdhin: 

mubahalah: 

mufassal: 

mufrid: 
mufti: 



'Be,' when Allah intends anything, He says Kun and it 
is. 

curse 

a generous man Amir bin Zarb who fed travellers and 

was a judge. When he died Amr bin Luhay, made an 

idol of him. It was pulled down by Abu Sufya bin 

Harband 4& Mughira bin Shibah 4& 

the pilgrim recites after assuming the ihram 

futile, oath, meaningless, vain 

the night of power which is the night in Ramadan 
when the Qur'an was revealed 

a couple who invoke Allah's curese on each other 
when the husband accuses his wife of immorality and 
she denies 
preserved tablet 

the night when the jinn listened to the Qur'an and the 
Prophet's sermon 
the tablespread 
sinless 

dower (customary or) in force in the family 
dower 

a near relative with whom it is unlawful to marry, 
one with whom it is always unlawful to marry 
disapproved almost to the point of unlawfulness 
disliked in order to purify, withdraw out of taqzva, 
abstain 

disliked, reprehensible, not approved 

rites of hajj 

prais worthy station 

consultation 

mosque 

the surahs horn surah Yunus to al-Hujrat 
beautiful exhortations 

two people made a contract to help pay one another's 
penalty, if any, and to inherit from one another, each 
of these was so called 
carrion, animals that,die a natural death 
ascension to the heavens 

sanctuary, place of worship, a riche in the mosque 
(for the imam), a place of battle (like against the devil) 
Surahs that contain a little more than a hundred 
verses . 

a fine tuig for brushing teeth 

an attached vow 

to embrace \ 

last two surahs of the Qur'an al-Falaq and an-Nas 

one who calls the adhan 

two or more opposing parties invoke curse on the 
wrongdoer. 

the surahs from Qaf(50) to the end of the Quran are 
socalled 

who performs ifrad hajj 

jurisprudent, scholar who is eligiable to give religions 
rulings (fatwa) 
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muhaddith (pi. muhaddithin): 
muhajir (muhajirun/ muhajrin) : 
muharramat abadiyah: 
muharramat musaharah: 

muharramat nasabiyah: 

muharramat rada'iyyah: 

muhkamat: 
muhsin: 



muhsir: 
mujahadah: 

mujahid: 

mulhid: 

munadi: 

munafiq: 

munafiqun: 

munajat: 

muqantarah: 

muqatta'at, huruf: 

muqtadi: 

murtad: 

murtahin: 

musafaha: 

musafir: 

mustahab: 

mut'ah: 
mutashabihat: 

mutashabihat: 
mutlaq: 

muttaqin (pi. of muttaqi): 

muttaqin: 

muwahhid: 

Ma'ruf: 

Maghrib: 

Manat: 

Manna: 

Maqam Ibrahim: 

Maqam ul Mahmud: 
Maryam: 



scholar of hadith 
emigrants 

women whom a man can never marry 

women whom a man cannot marry because of 

marriage ties 

women whom a man cannot marry because of close 
relationship 

women whom a man cannot marry because of 
suckling 

clear, comprehensive verses of the Qur'an 

a Muslim adult, free, married person who has 

consumated his or her marriage. If any of them 

commits, adultery then he or she must be stoned to 

death 

one who is prevented 

stuggle between two; thus a persons struggle against 

his carnal self to better his hereafter 

warrior 

athiest, disbeliever 

one who calls out loudly, proclaimer, herald 

hypocrite 

pi. of munafiq 

quiet supplication to Allah 

huge proportions 

abbreviated letters like — 1» aliflaam meem) in the first 
verse of 29 surah 

one who follows the iman in salah 

apostate 

receiver 

to shake hands 

traveller 

desirable, recommended, that which was observed by 
the Prophet Sfc sometimes and omitted sometimes, 
temporary marriage 

allegorical verses of the Qur'an whose meaning is 
known to Allah alone, example: 'The Most Merciful is 
firm on the throne' (surah TaHa, 5) 
allegorical, figurative, co-similar, difficult to fathom, 
a genaral vow 

those who fear Allah, who observe taqwa 
abstinent, pious those who fear Allah 
a monotheist 
righteousness reputable 
sunset {salah after) 

Banu Hudhayl and Banu Khuza'ah made this idol 
and made offering to it as a means of nearness to 
Allah 

Allah's blessing sent to Banu Israel like white sugar, 
with salwa 

Station of Ibrahim, i& the rock on which he stood 
while building the Ka* ba 
the praisworthy station 

worshipper (against verse 37 Aal Imran), mother of 
Sayyidina Isa 
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Mash'arul Haram: 
Mu'mm (PI. mu'minun): 
Mubahalah: 

Mukatab: 
Mukatabah: 
Mun'aqida: 
Munkar: 

Mushrik (PI. mushrikun): 

Mutawatir (ah): 

Muttatu: 

naat: 

nabi: 

nabi: 

nabuwah: 
nafkh: 
•nafl: 
nafs: 

nahi an almunkar: 

najashi: 

najwa: 

naml: 

nasara: 

nasran: 

nasrani: 

nazghun: 

nifaq: 

night of qadr: 
nisa, an: 
nisab: 

nisab: 

noqir: 
nur: 

Nahl-an: 

Nijr-Al: 

Paraclete: 

qada: 

qarin: 

qasas: 

qati: 

qawa'id: 

qibla: 

qiran: 



qisar mufassal: 



where rites of hajj are performed at Muzdalifah 
believer 

invoking curse on the apposing party who is said to 
be the wrong-doer, mutual imprecation 
slave who enters into a Kitabah 
same as Kitabah 

promise to do or not do something in the future 

rejected, disreputable 

poiytheist 

continuously handed down 
who perfroms tamattu hajj 
poem in prise of the Prophet 
Prophet 

a Prophet with no new SharVah or Book 

Prophethood 

breath (of Jibril) 

optional 

base self 

forbid the disreputable 

negus, the king of Abyssinia/Ethiopia 

secret meeting 

ants 

christians 

same as nasara 

singular of nasara/nasran 

temptation 

hypocrisy 

see laylatul qadr 

the women 

the amount of gold, silver, currency, wealth or 
property that attracts payment of zakah 
the minimum property or wealth that attracts 
payment of zakah 

tiny spot on a date pit; something very insignificant. 

light 

the bee 

capital city of the Thamud 

one who people praise exceedingly (which is 

Muhammad in Arabic) 

lapse, missing a fard and making up later. 

who performs qiran hajj 

story 

clear commands in dreams 

old women who remain indvors and past age of 
marriage 

the direction (of the Ka'ba) which worshippers face in 
their salah 

assuming ihram for both umrah and hajj, performing 
the umrah but not giving up the ihram, and after 
performing hajj, when due, shaving head and 
discarding the ihram 

the surah from az-Zilzal(99) to an-Nas(lH) are so 
called 
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qisas 

qitmir: 

qunut: 

Qasr (salah): 

Qintar: 

Qiyamah: 

ra'd: 

rabb (PL arbab): 

rabbaniyun: 

rabitu: 

rahn: 

raj'i (talaq): 

rajam: 

rami: 

rasul: 

rasul: 

rawafid: 
rayhan: 
risalat: 
ruh: 

ruku': 
Rahim, ar: 
Rahman ar: 
Ruhul Qudus: 
saba: 
sabian: 



sabr: 
sadaqah: 
sadaqatul fitr: 

sadhu: 
saff: 
sajdah: 
salam: 

salatul duha: 
salatul fath: 
salatul khawf: 
salatul wusta: 
salihin: 

salihun (pi. of salih): 
sayyidut-tabi'in: 



shafa 'atul uzma: 
shafi: 
shafiyah: 
sh&hid: 
shirk: ^ 



retaliation 

pellice, date stone, anything on no value 
stand in humility 
shortened salah 

large wealth, 42,000 ooqiya or 4,80,000 dirhams 

Day of Resurrection 

thunder 

Lord 

those of Allah, who are attached to Allah 

attach to a task dedicatedly, preparing beast for 

battle, guarding borders of Islamic state 

pledge 

revocable divorce 

stoning married adulterer to death 

pelting stones at the jamarat 

Messenger 

messenger who is a Prophet with a new SharVah and 
a new Book 
the shias 

nourishment, fragrant plants, flowers sustenance 

messengership, office of a Messenger 

spirit, mercy (commentary on verse 170/171 surah 

Nisa), inspiration 

bowing posture in the salah 

The most merciful, (attribute of Allah) 

The Beneficent, The Merciful (attribute of Allah) 

appelation of Jibril L 

wind that blows from east to west 

(1) worshippers of angels (2) fire-worshippers who 

were also Jews and Christians (3) had no religion but 

believed in Allah ■ 

patience 

charity 

cha ity given after end of the month of fasting 

(Ramadan) 

Hindu ascetic 

row 

prostration 
greeting 

' ptional salah after sunrise 

optional salah on gaining victory 

salah performed while in fear 

the saiah between others, midmost salah 

righteous 

righteous 

a title of Uwais Qarni given to him by the Prophet # 

for, though he embraced Islam in his times, he could 

not meet him because he tended to his ailing mother 

the great intercession for everyone 

cure 

cure 

martyr, witness 
polytheism 
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shuhada: 
shukr: 

sidratul muntaha: 
sijjin: 

siqayatul hajj: 
sirat: 

siratul mustaqim: 

siwak: 

sunnah: 

sa'ibah 

sa'iqah: 

sab'u tiwal: 

Sa'i (^): 

Sa'ibah: 



Sabt: 

Sadanatul bayt: 

Saffat, as: 

Sahabah: 

Sahabi: 

Sahifah: 

Salah: 



Salwa: 

Sha'air (pi of 5 ^pia sha'irah): 
Shari'ah: 

Shaybi: 

Shaytan: 

Shuh: 

Siddiqun (Siddiqin): 
Sirat ul mustaqim: 
Sufiyah: 
Sundus:- 

Surah (PI. Suwar): 

Taybah: 

ta'awwudh: 

tabi'un/tabi'in (s. tabi'i): 

tafaqqu: 

tafsir birra'iy: 

tafsir: 

taghabun: 

tahajjud (salah): 



PL of shahid 
gratitude 

a lotus or jujube tree over the seventh heaven near 

Paradise at the limit beyond which is nothing 

a place beneath seven earths where souls of 

disbelievers are kept 

providing water to the pilgrims 

a very narrow, slippery bridge over hell which the 
believers will cross over swifty but the infidesls will 
fall into hell 
the right path 

see miswak 

practice of the Prophet # 

a slave or an animal set free for the sake of an idol 
thunderclap, lightning bolt 

the lengthy surahs in the begining after al-Fatihah - 
from al-Baqarah to at-Taubah or Bam' a 
the seven rounds between Safa and Marwah, the two 
hillocks, by the pilgrims. 

If a camel bore ten foals she qualified for exemption 
from work and from being milked. Her hair was cut 
off to mark her. But some said that it was a camel 
dedicated to an idol and the custodian slaughtered 
her and gave its meat away r 
Sabbath 

to unlock and lock the door of the Ka'bah 
The rangers, the angels 
companions of the Prophet S (pi. of sahabi) 
s. of sahabah 

scriptures in a smaller form 

regular prayer, form of worship made up of different 

postures and recitals, physical worship, also invoking 

blessing on the Prophet 

Allah's blessing to Banu Israel, quails 

Signs, to kens 

Islamic law as prescribed by the Qur'an and the 

hadith, the way the religion is observed. 

custodian of the keys of the KcCbah 

Satan, the devil 

riggardliness 

truthful 

straight path 

sufis, mystics 

fine silk 

Chapter (of the Quran) 
another name of Madinah 
seeking refuge in Allah in the words 
successors of the sahabah, 4& epigones 
attain deep understanding of religion 
interpretation based on own opinion 
commentary, explanation, interpretation 
mutual loss and gain 

Salah offered voluntarily in the dead of the night 
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tahiyyah: 
tahlil (J-Uj): 
tahlil (J-J^J): 
tahmid: 
tajwid: 

takbir (pi. takbirat): 

talaq: 

talaq: 

talbiyah: 

tamattu: 



tanfil: 



taqdir: 
taqiyya: 

taqwa: 

tariqah: 

tasawwuf: 

tasbih: 
tashahhud: 

tasmiyyah: 

taubah: 

taubah: 

taught: 

tawaf: 

tawaffa: 

tawakkul: 

tawhid: 

tayammum: 

tiwal mufassal: 

tuhr: 

Ulama: 

Umrah: 

umm: 

ummah (PI . umam) : 

ummul qura (mother of all villages): 

uququl walidain: 

ushr: 
u^za: 



wahy: 
wajib: 



when others are asleep 
greeting, prayer, salam 
to make lawful 
to say La ilaha ill Allah 
praise of Allah 

science of recital of the Qur'an with correct 
articulation and punctuation, 
to say Allahu Akbar 

divoce given by a husband to his wife on his own 
divorce 

reciting labayk during pilgrimage 
assuming ihram for umrah during months of ha]] and 
having performed it, assuming ihram for ha]] on the 
8th of DhulHajjah 

proclamation that warriors may retain to themselves 
whatever booty they acquire, the booty being called 
nafl. 

fate, Divine decree 

expression of what one really disagrees with, lying in 

religion - a shi'a belief 

righteousness, a God-fearing attitude 

a path, religious life as seen by the sufis 

sufism mysticism, intense love of Allah arfd the 

Prophet m, and obedience to them 

to glorify Allah 

at-tahiyyat recited in the sitting posture in salah and 
forms the words recited during the mi'raj 
to recite the basmalah 
repentance 
, repentance 

rebellious conduct, false god, idol 

circum ambulation of th . Ka 1 ba ' 

to raise souls, to lift something completely, to put 

something to sleep, to grant death to someone 

trust in Allah 

oneness of Allah, monotheism 

dry ablution when water is unavailable or use of it is 
harmful 

'are the surah from Qaf(50) to al-Buruj(85) 
purity apposite of menstruation 
Scholars (of religion) 
Optional pilgrimage of a lesser nature. 
Mother, chief 

Community, followers/ people of a Prophet, 
a name of Makkah 

disobedience to parents and causing them grief and 
hardship 

a tenth, payable on produce 

a female devil who visited three accacia trees in Barn 
Nakhla, an idol carved by Zalim bin As'ad, destroyed 
by Khalid bin Walid 4& 
to cost into the heart, to reveal, to inspire 
obligatory to a degree lesser than fard 
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wali: 
wali: 
wasata: 
wasilah (*Wj>: 

wasilah: 



wassiyah: 
wazifah: 
wird: 
wudu: 

Yahud: 

Yathrib: 
yasin: 

yastambituna: 



yamm: 

yaqin: 

Zamzam: 



Zaqqum: 
Zuhr: 

Zulumat (pi): 
zakah: 



zihar: 



friend of Allah, man of Allah 
friend, helper 
best, just, reliable 

a female animal (camel or ewe) honoured to the idols 
by observing some superstition 

It was a goat that bore seven kids. Only males could 
use her and upon her death, both males and females 
ate from her carcos 
bequest 

rota of recital, remembrance, supplication 

rota of recital, remembrance, supplication 

ablution to gain purity (before offering salah for 

instance) 

name of Jews because they repented from calf 
worship 

original name of Madinah 

O men! A name of the Prophet S 

'People with insight' but literally 'to extract water 

from the depths of the earth,' hence, those who can 

unearth the truth 

oath 

conviction 

a well in Makkah of incessant water of zamzam, 
discovered by Abdul Muttalib and originally scraped 
by an angel for Prophet Isma'il >& 
a bitter tree in hell 
midday (salah) 
darkness, falsehood 

charity prescribed at a certain rate on those holding a 
certain amount of assets called nisab, worship of 
financial form 

telling one's wife, "You are to me like my Mother's 
back 



INDEXES 

There are three different sets of index, an index of names appearing in the 
commentary, an index of subjects in the commentary, and, an index of books to 
which the commentary refers but the major books of hadith like Bukhari, 
Muslim, etc. are not mentioned. The numbers against each entry refer to the 
pages and an T following a number implies that the entry is repeated on that 
page or up to five following pages. 

INDEX OF NAMES 



Abbad bin Bishr: 279 
Abbas bin Abdul Muttalib: 138, 575 
Abdul Makib bin Umair: 9 
Abdul Masih: 349 

Abdullah bin Abbas: 7, 9, 12, 24, 26, 37, 43, 51, 
61 1 65f, 71 f, 81, 86, 94, 108, 119f, 125, 141f, 
147f, 159, 167, 171, 178, 195f, 217f, 233, 249, 
257, 276, 284f, 314f, 327, 347f, 356f, 375f, 
383f, 395f, 417f, 441f, 452, 470f/48M, 493f, 
506, 519, 553f, 562f, 584f, 611 f, 627f S 

Abdullah bin Abu Awfa: 405, 497 

Abdullah bin Amr: 576, 591 

Abdullah bill Jahsh: 272f 

Abdullah bin Jubair: 440 

Abdullah bin Mas'ud: 7, 11 f, 37, 51, 65, 78, 
132, 161, 168, 176f, 192, 241, 255, 327f, 336f, 
360f, 404, 463, 486f, 538, 558, 570, 581, 591, 
603, 645 

Abdullah bin Munkadir: 415 

Abdullah bin Qais: 158 

Abdullah bin Rawaha: 278, 281 

Abdullah bin Salam: 153, 318, 335, 401, 433f, 
549, 580 

Abdullah bin Umar: 4, 43, 77, 111, 199f, 207f, 
212, 250, 328, 415, 493f, 535, 553f, 570, 579, 
606, 632f 

Abdullah bin Unais: 405 

Abdullah bin Zubair: 420 

Abdullah ibn Ammar: 251 

Abdullah ibn Zubayr: 128 

Abdur Rahman bin Abu Dhubab: 633 

Abdur Rail man bin Jubair: 269 

Abdur Rail man bin Samurah: 282 

Abdur Rahman bin Zayd: 69 

Abdur Rahman ibn Awf: 168, 303 

Abham: 349 

Abu Abdullah Razi: 97 

Abu Amir Ash'ary: 275 

Abu Ayyub Ansari: 224, 238f , 534, 611 

Abu Bakr Jassas: 207, 214, 401, 547 

Abu Bakr: 47, 124, 164, 239, 370, 452f, 467f, 
481 f, 555, 577, 589, 602, 621 

Abu Burda: 335 

Abu Darda: 51, 178, 327, 620, 642 
Abu Dhamra Zuraqi: 628 
Abu Dharr: 77, 157, 330, 405, 446, 492, 495, 
561, 577 

Abu Hanifah: 4, 124, 267, 273, 294f, 335, 421, 

520, 531, 547, 560, 632 
Abu Harithah: 393 



Abu Humaid Sa'idy: 470 

Abu Hurairah: 8, llf, 50, 61f, 106, 113f, 127, 
157, 162f, 174, 183, 190, 208f, 223f, 269, 280, 
313, 323f, 329f, 346f, 401, 446, 479f, 486f, 
493f, 515, 523, 538, 549f, 568, 584, 592f, 608f, 
620f, 635, 648f 

Abu Imran: 238 

Abu Ja'far Baqir: 430 

Abu Jahl:178 

Abu Lahab: 178 

Abu Malik Ash'ary: 643 

Abu Marthad Ghanawi: 278 

Abu Mas'ud: 197 

Abu Musa Ash'ary: 114, 157, 162, 218, 380, 
648 

Abu Qais: 524 

Abu Sa'id Kliudri: 9, 131, 158, 165, 200, 425, 

555, 568, 581, 593, 610, 620, 648 
Abu Salamah:169, 626 
Abu Sufyan: 442, 451f, 476 
Abu Ubaidah bin Jarah: 364, 660 
Abu Umamah: 2, 11, 167, 361, 405, 503, 610 
Abu Yusuf: 267 
Abu Zinad: 69 
Abu Zubair Thaqafi: 147 
Abul Aliya: 174, 413, 506 
Abul Hasan Taqiuddin: see Subuki 
Adam (Prophet): 28, 32f, 37f, 180, 263, 309, 

392, 410, 41 9f, 432, 455, 496, 608 
Adi bin Hatim: 396 
Ahdullah bin Mughira: 272 
Akhnas ibn Shurayq: 256 
Akhtam bin Say fi: 628 
Ali bm Abu Talib: 313f, 370, 394, 452, 465f, 

514f, 544, 570f, 583 
Ali bin Husain (Zaynul Abidin): 419, 44£ 
Ali ibn Abu Talib: 53, 77, 176, 249, 255 
Alusi: 506 
Amaliqah: 307 
Ammar ibn Yasir: 54 
Ami" bin Abasa: 630 
Amr bin As: 43 
Amr bin Hadrami: 272 
Amr bin Kharija: 571 
Amr bin Ubaid: 361 

Anas bin Maalik: 9, 25, 52, 111, 127, 147, 162f, 
172, 208, 253, 269, 279, 321, 335, 415, 442f, 
464f, 491f, 497, 515, 567, 576, 581, 625, 665 

Anas bin Nadir: 451 

Anas ibn Sirin: 111 

Aqib: 393 
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Ariha (pi): 62 

Armiya bin Khalqiya: 318 

Asim bin Sulayman: 172 

Asim; 257 

Asiya: 380 

Asia bin Sharik: 559 

Asma: 327 

Aswad bin Khalaf : 524 
Ata: 125, 180, 218, 262, 328 
Atab bin Usaid: 337 
Atiyya Awfi: 72 
Awf bin Malik: 282 
Avham: 393 

Aysha: 8, 128, 172, 183f, 2511", 279f, 283, 288, 
329, 354, 380, 463, 523f, 526, 545, 553f, 560, 
568f, 581, 651f, 656 

Azar: 32 

Azazil (Iblis): 36 

Azd (tribe): 470 

B 

Babylon (pi): 45 

Baghawi: 133, 301f, 404, 605 

Bakht Nasr: 46 

Banu Jurhum: see Jurhum 

Bara bin Azib: 144, 220, 325, 524, 624, 632 

Barira: 580 

Baydawi: 21, 25, 33f, 49, 155, 167, 185, 199, 236 

Bayhaqi: 310 

Bi'r Ma' una (pi): 272 

Bilal: 470 

Bishr: 638 

Buraidah: 321 

Bushair: 638 

D 

Dahhak: 614 

Dawud (Prophet): 86, 95, 308 
Dhahabi: 538f 

E 

Egypt (pi): 45f 

F 

Fatimah (daughter of the Prophet): 138, 380, 

394, 607 
Fir'awn: 46, 56f, 97, 178 
Fudalah:238 

G 

Ghaylan bin Salma Thaqafi: 500 

H 

Hafsa: 226 

Hajjaj bin Yusuf: 128, 420 

Hajra: 45, 171 

Hakam bin Kaysan: 272 

Hamzah: 442, 450 

Harith bin Simmah: 452 

Harith bin Zayd: 365 

Harithah bin Wahab: 632 

Harun (Prophet): 56f, 60f 

Harun Rashid: 128 

Hasan bin Abu Qais: 524 

Hasan bin Ali: 393, 394, 548 

Hasan bin Thabit: 86 

Hasan Busri: 69, 118, 407, 571, 589 

Hawwa: 37f, 43f, 62, 496 



Hinda: 442 

Hizqil (Prophet): 86, 305 
Hud (Prophet): 94 
Hudaybiyah (pi): 233f 
Hudhaifa: 18, 53, 430 
Husain bin Ali: 315f, 394 

I_ 

Iblis: 35 

Ibn Abu Layla: 211 
Ibn Abu Shaybah: 138 
Ibn Hisham: 17 
Ibn Ishaq: 393, 441 
Ibnjarir:53, 91,122,256 
Ibn Juraij: 418, 491 

Ibn Kathir: 7, 11, 14, 18, 26f, 51f, 62f, 73, 85, 

91, 122, 185, 265, 339, 395 
Ibn Nujaim: see Zainuddin 
Ibn Shihab Zuhri: 476 
Ibn Zayd: 494 

Ibrahim (Prophet): 14, 45f, 119f, 126, 129f, 137, 

142, 155, 171, 255, 317f, 365, 411f, 566f, 649 
Ibrahim (Prophet's son): 168 
Ikrimah: 61, 318, 420 
Imran (grandfather of lsa): 375 
Imran bin Hussain: 608 f 
Injil: 2 

lsa (Prophet): 44, 67, 85f, 130f, 140, 152, 270, 
310, 350, 375, 383f, 458, 564, 593 . 

Ishaq (Prophet): 45f, 102, 130f, 137, 140f 

Isma'il (Prophet): 45f, 102, 126, 129f, l57, 142, 
171, 411 

Israel: see Ya'qub 

Iyas bin Abdullah: 550 

J 

Jabir bin Abdullah: 95, 124, 157, 192, 207, 260, 

280, 303, 325f, 335f, 429f 
Jabir bin Samura: 77 
Jabir bin Sulaim: 555 
Jalut: 307 

Jarir bin Abdullah: 429f 
Jassas: see Abu Bakr Jassay 
Jericho (pi): see Ariha 

Jibril: 2, 52, 86, 92, 129, 213, 310, 347, 429, 491, 
586 

Jundub ibn Ka'b: 99 
Jurhum, Banu: 47 

K 

Ka'b Ahbar: 5, 109 
Ka'b bin Maalik: 221, 450F 
Ka'bn bin Ujrah: 244 
Kalbi: 263 

Kalib bin Yuqina: 305 
Kan' an: 45 
Kliabbab: 265 
Kl-iadijah: 380 
Khalid bin Walid: 447 
Khalil: 69 

L 

Labid ibn Rabi'ah: 23 
M 

Ma'qil bin Yasar: 200, 280, 293, 578 

Mahmud bin Labid: 291 
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Malik, Imam: 267, 315, 354, 421, 463 
Marthad: 257 
Marwa, Mt: 129 

Maryam (mother of Isa): 44, 310, 350, 375f 

Mash'arul Haram: 129 

Masruq: 161, 475f, 647f 

Maymunah: 494 

Mika'il: 335 

Mina (pi): 129 

Mu'adh bin Jabal: 165f, 177, 230, 321 
Mu'awiyah Qushairi: 550 
Mubashshir: 638 
Mughirah bin Shu'bah: 105, 506 
Muhammad (Prophet): 34, 67, 95, 386f, 455, 
558 

Muhammad bin Muslima: 651 

Muhammad, Imam: 267 

Muhammd Baqir: 506 

Mujahid: 2, 12, 26, 32, 37, 65f, 109, 299, 315, 

359, 412f,420, 491,546 
Mulla Ali Qari: 99 
Munawi: 256 
Muqatil bin Hiban: 5 
Mus'ab bin Umair: 440f, 450 
Musa (Prophet): 14, 46, 56f, 59f, 62f, 67, 70, 

85f, 97f, 137, 140, 260, 305, 385 
Muzdalifah (pi): 129 

N 

Nadir, Banu: 47, 85 

Nanfal bin Abdullah: 272 

Nasafi: 25, 27, 86 

Nawas bin Sam 7 an: 351 

Nebuchadnezar: see Bakht Nasr 

Nimrud: 45, 317 

Nu'man bin Amr: 365 

Nuh (Prophet): 146f, 263, 386, 417f 

P 

Palestine (pi): 45 
Pharaoh: see Fir 7 awn 

Q 

Qadum (pi): 119 
Qais bin Sa'd: 34 
Qais bin Sirma: 220 

Qatadah: 26, 32, 61, 109, 202, 302f, 315f, 327, 

339, 351, 387, 609, 638 
Qaynuqa: 47 
Quraizah: 47, 85 

Qurtabi: 100, 116, 150, 220, 255f, 275, 538, 610 
R 

Rabi'ah Basriyah: 446 
Rabi'ah bin Ka'b: 592 
Ran' bin Khudaij: 651 
Raghib: 139 
Ribbi ibn Amir: 408 
Ruhul Qudus: See Jibril 
Rustum: 408 

s 

Sa'd bin Abu Waqqas: 206 

Sa'd bin Rabi: 451 

Sa'd ibn Yazid: 9 

Sa'id bin Jubayr: 332, 387, 506 

Sa'id bin Musayyib: 119, 203, 258, 284, 651 



Sa'id ibn Jubair: 125, 201 
Safa, Mt: 129 

Saffawan bin Umayyah; 524 
Safiyya: 138 

Safwan bin Umayyah: 442 

Sahl bin Sa'd: 269, 554 

Sakhawi: 465 

Salahuddin Ayyubi: 110 , 

Salama: 626 

Salih (Prophet): 94 

Salman Farsi: 218, 269, 492 

Sam bin Null: 386 

Samiri: 58 

Sarah: 45 

Sha'bi: 12, 172 

Shaddad bin Aus: 240, 323 

Shafi'i,Imam:4,421,520,531,547,630 

Sham'un: 305 

Shamweel (Prophet): 86, 305 

Slias bin Qais; 423f 

Shith; 420 

Subuki: 410 

Suddi: 73, 256 

Sufyan bin Abdullah: 403 

Suhaib Rumi: 258f, 627 

Sulaiman (Prophet): 86, 94f , 377 

Suyuti: 310 

T 

Talhah; 450f 
Talut:307 

Tariq bin Shihab: 660 
Tha'laba bin: 
Thabit bin Dahda: 451 
Thabit bin Qais: 290 
Thanawi: 95, 375, 381 
Tur, Mt: 46,57,39 

u 

Ubadah bin Samit: 299, 426 
Ubaidali Salmani: 506 
Ubayy bin Ka'b: 223, 264, 311 
Ubayy bin Klialaf : 452 

Umar bin Kliattab: 12, 23, 42, 85, 124, 147, 153, 
167f, 203, 211, 221, 259, 314f, 370, 416, 422, 
451f, 467f, 550f, 586, 604, 632, 660 

Unini Hani: 63 

Umm Salamali: 71, 169, 229, 546, 555, 626 

Ummul Hasin: 583 

Uqbah ibn Aamir: 76, 238, 497 

Usaid bin Hudair: 279 
, Usama bin Zaid: 52, 607 
' Uthmaii bin Abdullah: 272 

Uthnian bin affan: 370, 467f, 493, 603, 633 

Uthman bin Ma'zun: 379 

Uthnian bin Talhali: 575 

Uzair bin Barkhiya (Prophet): 137, 318, 564 

w 

Wahb bin Munabbih: 5, 69, 128 
Wahidi: 141, 150 
Wahshi: 442 
Walid ibn Aqba: 100 
Waqid bin Abdullah: 272 
Waqidi: 263 
Watliila; 570 
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Ya'la bin Umayya: 632 "~ 
Ya'qub (Prophet): 45, 48/137, 140f 
Yahya (Prophet): 66, 377f, 383f, 593f 
Yusha bin Nun: 46, 62 
Yusuf (named as Isa's father): 384 
Yusuf (Prophet): 34, 45, 593f 



Zaid bin Aslam: 217 
Zaid bin Haritha: 415, 527 
Zaid bin Thabit: 451, 655 
Zainuddin Ibn Nujaim: 541 f 
Zakariya (Prophet): 66, 319, 375f, 383f 
Zaynul Abidin: see Ali bin Husain 
Zubair: 452f 
Zuhri: 275 



Zabur: 2 



INDEX OF BOOKS 



Adab al Mufrad: -140 

Ahkamul Qur'an: 214, 232 

Al-Ashba wan Nadha'ir: 541 f 

Asbahan Nuzul: 141, 150, 161, 174, 187, 265f, 

278f, 284, 349, 447, 489f, 498, 524, 582 
Awa'ilu Kitabul Maghazi: 16 



B 



Bahrul Muhit: 327 

Bayanul Quran: 69, 98, 101, 108, 315, 324f, 
400 

Bidayah wan Nihaya, al: 16, 46 



D 



Dala'ilun Nabi: 310 "~ 
Durrul Manthur: 9f, 24, 36, 51, 86, 93, 103, 
108, 139, 144, 174, 179, 218, 230, 263f, 280f , 
314f, 413f, 422f, 470f, 499f, 563, 600 
Durrul Mukhtar: 215, 2 



H 



Hidaya: 268, 526, 663 
Hisnul Hasin: 9 



Isabah, al: 23 



ltqan:lf 



K 



Khasa'isul Kubra: 310 



Lubabun Nuqul: 110, 201, 233, 255, 276, 303, 
314, 407, 566, 628, 651 

M 

Ma'alimat utTanzil: 4, 8, 101, 104, 109, 116, 

133, 255f, 301, 349, 366f, 382, 394, 416, 441, 

535f, 554f, 585, 600f 
Maqasidul Hasanah: 465 
Mustadrak: 43 

R 

Ruhul Ma'ani: 93, 97f, 110f, 133f, 146, 172f, 
185, 220, 231f, 249f, 301 1 308, 309f, 316, 327, 
331 f, 351, 356, 364, 379, 387, 396f, 41 If, 433, 
441 f, 470f, 486f, 536f, 558f, 586, 661f 

s 

Shami:215 

T 

Tafsir Jalalain: 86 ~~ 



INDEX OF SUBJECTS 



A 

abrogation of laws: 103f 

Abu Bakr's sermon: 453f 

Adam & Hawwa's incident: 40 

Adam in heaven: 37 

adopt my ways: 469 

advice is a trust; 578 

affluence of Persians/ Romans: 170 

Al-Imran, virtues of: 350f 

Allah is sovereign: 366 

Allah loves beauty: 42 

- , humility: 42 

Allah protects believers: 316 

Allah sees and knows: 328f 

Allah sees everything: 352, 372 

Allah will not look at three: 405 

Allah, changer of hearts: 355 

Allah, remember: 156f 

Allah's attributes, understand: 3 

Allah's attributes: 311, 350f, 654 

Allah's colour: 141 

Allah's help enough: 469 

Allah's pleasure/ wrath: 471f 

Allah's pleasure: 360 



Allah's self praise: 8 
Allah's signs: 180ff, 
Allah's will with only: 96 
Amaliqa: 62 
Amin: 8 
anal sex: 280 
analogies: 27 

angels performed hajj before Adam: 419 

anger, restrain: 445 

apostates (murtad), law for: 273 f 

apostates, punishment of: 413 

arbitrators: 551 

archers at Uhud: 459f 

argue not: 248 

arrogance: 42, 555f 

asabat: 516, 547 

asaf (idol): 172 

asbat:140 

ashabul faraidl: 516, 597 
ashura: 225 

Aws/Khaziaj quare: 423f 

ayat ul Kursi: 311 

B 

ba'in:283f 



683 



Badr, battle of. 357f, 439f 

bahirah: 187 

Baitul Ma'mur: 419 

Bakkah: 420 

Bam Isra'il in Egypt: 45 

— , escape from Egypt: 46 

banking: 334 

Banu Isra'il slew Prophets: 364 
baptism: 141 
Baqarah, merits of al: 11 
begging: 249 

belief/ disbelief battle longdrawn: 455 

believer defined: 17 

believers will rise: 447 

believers, reward of: 490f 

bequest for wives: 300 

bid'ah and sunnah, frontiers of: 585 

fcidh: 225 

birds, caring: 386f 

blessings of others: 546 

brave, be: 461 f 

bribe received by Jews: 80 

bribery: 569 

c 

calamity, pray not for: 166 
Calf worship: 57 
certain words: 119 
charity, best: 330 
child in old age: 319 
choice in Allah's hand: 442 
Christian delegation: 393 
Christians pray in mosque: 349, 393 
circumcising: 119f 
commentators, responsibility of: 603 
compulsion in religion, no: 274, 314 
— , not for apostates: 274 
conceal truth: 174 
consultations, mutual: 439f, 464f 
consulted is trusted, person: 464 
copts: 45 

covenant from Prophets: 409 
cowardice: 597f 
creation: 30f 
crocodile tears: 455 
cursed, ten people: 567f 
curses: 177f 

cursing, women more guilty of: 179 

D 

dead revived: 31 8f 

death cannot be evaded: 474f, 483f, 598 

death imminent: 598 

death of a child: 166 

death, those who wished for: 449 

debt, witnessing: 341 

debt, writing down: 341 

debtor, respite to: 339 

debtor's gift: 335 

deceiver will bring his deception: 470f 
deeds lost: 324, 364 
deeds necessary: 177 
deeds that get pardon: 493 
deeds will be recompensed: 331 
deeds, do good: 154 



democracy of today: 466f 

devil patromises disbelievers: 316 

dhamii arham: 516, 597 

dhikhr often, make: 321, 486f 

dhikr, words of: 157f 

dhikr: 77 

dhimumi: 

differences in schools of thought: 427 
difficulty, remembering: 166 
dimmies, must be protected: 402 
disbelievers are antagonists: 436 
disbelievers must not deceive, affluence at: 
489 

disbelievers, do not befriend: 368f, 436f, 455f, 
661 

disbelievers, punishment of: 413 
divorce forbidden during means: 285 
diyah, laws on: 617 
diyah: 616 
dower: 504, 530f 
dowry: 298 

E 

eeia: 283 

effeminate behaviour: 569 
elections: 466f 
enjoin right: 428 
Europeans, plunder of: 270 
evil nature, signs of: 76 

F_ 

fa'i:273 

facts, concealing: 174 
Falaq/an-Nas, effect of al: 96 
fasiq, traits of: 29 

fasting disallowed on five days: 226 

fasting, best kind of: 227 

fasting, nafl: 224f 

fasting, odour of: 58 

Fatihah names of : 1 

— , merits of: 1 

— , cure: 9 

— , safety: 9 

fidya: 216 

fir'awn: 380 

five rights: 609 

forbid evil: 428 

forgiving: 345 

formication: 518 

four sciences: 3 

four things from beneath throne: 2 
fruits of Paradise: 25 

G 

gambling: 275 

garments prayer on new: 416 
gathering are a trust: 578 
ghamus: 282 

goat's limb disclosed poison: 78 
good sifted from evil: 479f 
grateful person: 547 
greetings: see tahiyyah 
H 

hajj, compulsory: 104 
hajratul aswad: 419 
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ham: 187" " " ~ ~~ 

hardship, pray not for: 166 

Harut/Marut: 95 

hatim was part of Ka'bah: 128 

hawariyyin: 387 

Heraclius invited to Islam: 136 

hijrah is to abstain: 629f 

hijrah: 629 

hoarding: 569 

homeosexuality: 519 

hubl: 451 

humility: 42, 54 

hypocrite like solitary goat: 17 

hypocrite sought Jew's verdict: 585f 

hypocrite, boastful: 322 

hypocrites, why: 16f 

J L 

I'tikaf; merits of: 223 

Iblis, insolence of: 35 

— , hatred for men: 36 

- , tricked Adam: 37 

Ibrahim and Nimrud: 317 

Ibrahim did not consume camels' milk/ flesh: 

416 

Ibrahim sixteen commands to: 120f 

Ibrahim's prayer for messenger: 130 

Ibrahim's prayer: 420f 

iddah: 284f, 296f 

idols on safa/Marwah: 172 

ihram: 241f 

ihsan: 239 

ihsar: 242f 

ijma: 642 

imam, definition of: 67 

immodesty: 534 

inheritance, an example of: 51 2f 

inheritance: 507f, 513f 

Injil: 351 

insha Allah: 74 

intercession: 55 

interpolation (in Book): 406 

interpolation: 194 

intoxication: 559f 

Irah: 351 

Isa is alive: 388f 

Isa without father 384f 

Isa, conspiracy to slay: 388f 

Isa, father ascribed to: 384f 

Isa'ee: 68 

Isa's birth like Adam's: 392 
Lsa's birth: 383f 
Isa's father, who is: 350 
Isa's miracles: 385f 
Islam only: 363, 410 
Islam, come fully to: 259 
Islam, defined: 135 
Islam, tenets of: 44 
istighfar: 446f 
Istikhara: 464 

l 

Jew lad, case of: 51 
Jewish absurdity: 481 
Jewish conspiracy: 399, 423f 



Jewish state today: 434 

Jewish state: 390f, 434 

Jews advised to learn from Badr: 356 

Jews are accursed: 563 

Jews banished: 85 

Jews of Madinah: 47f 

Jews, audacity of: 566f 

Jews, history of: 46f 

Jews, mischief of: 7, 562f, 573 

Jews, obstinacy of: 48, 60, 76, 78, 152 

Jews/ Christians, avoid: 7 

jibt: 567f 

jihad is a must: 267f 
jihad not to compel: 314 
jihad, evading: 597f 
jihad, merits of: 595f 
jihad: 62, 162f 
jizya: 70, 270 

journalists, reminder to: 454f 
judgement rests with Allah: 442 
judges of three kinds: 580 

K 

Ka'ba, construction of: 418f 
Kaffarah: 616 
kalalah:514 
karamah: 98 

Khalifah, nomination of four: 467 
kharaj:326 

Khilafat usurped from Ali, accusation that: 
370f 

Khula: 284, 522 
khums: 274 
kindness: 552 
knowledge of Adam: 33 

value of: 41 
kun (Be), does Allah say: 114 

L 

laghw: 282 ~ ~ 

learning, men of: 362 

lesbianism: 519 

lifeless also glorify: 77 

lights, two celestial: 348 

lineage will not help: 143 

M 

ma'ruf/munkar: 52 

magic by menstruating woman: 96 

magic/ miracle: 98 

magicians of Fir'awn: 97 

makruh: 360 

man/ woman acting like one another: 569f 

man's weakness: 533 

mankind was one: 263 

Manna: 46, 61 

manslaughter: 616 

Maqam Ibrahim reloca ted: 124 

maqam Ibrahim: 420 

maqam ul-Mahmud: 310 

marriage is necessary: 503f 

marriage, significance of: 378 

married woman cannot marry another: 529 

martyrs are alive: 474f 

martyrs, excellence of: 161f 

mary not idolators: 277 
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Mary am' s mother's vow: 375 

mat on Prophet's back, impression of: 170 

men's status: 287f 

menstruating women: 278 

mild hearted: 76 

miserliness: 480f, 556 

modesty natural to man: 43 

modesty, Islam's character is: 535 

mourning customs: 168f 

mowlal mawalat: 547f 

mubahalah: 91, 393 

muharramat abadiyah: 525f 

muharramat musaharah: 527 

muharramat nasabiyah: 526 

muharramat rada'iyyah: 526 

muhkamat: 353 

Mujahid, merits of: 269 

mun'aqida: 282 

muqata'at, huruf: 12, 351 

murtad: see apostates 

Muslim apathy: 368f, 436f 

Muslim had two Christian sons: 314 

Muslim states, a pathy of: 584 

Muslim's advance: 457f 

Muslims contend with each other: 423f 

Muslims, advice to: 492f 

Muslims, code for: 40 

Muslims, plight of: 268, 588 

mut'ah: 298f,30lf 

mutah disallowed: 530 

mutashabihat: 353 

muttaqin defined: 13 

N 

na'ila (idol): 172 
Nadir: 357 
nafs: 327 

najashi, death of: 491 
names changed: 101 f 
names of all things: 32 
nasara: 68 

neighbourliness, good: 553f 
nur: 316 

o 

oaths against piety: 281 f 

oaths, kinds of: 282 

obey Allah: 517 

obey Prophet: 372f, 517f 

orators, reminder to: 454f 

orphans, marriage to: 499f 

orphans, rights of: 650 

orphans, wealth of: 498f, 505f, 508f 

ostentation: 557f 

P 

Paradise not for Jews/ Christians: 106 
Paradise, bounties of: 25f 
pardon, king/ ruler cannot: 204 
patience: 52f, 159f, 165f 
Persia/ Rome, conquests of: 366f 
Pharoah: see Fir'awn 
pious described: 445f 
pledge from Jews/ Christians: 484 
politicians, deviance of: 260 
polytheism greatest sin 



polytheism: 564 

pork, bismillah before eating: 193 
practice what your preach: 52 
Praise reverts to Allah: 4 
pray for safety: 166 
prayers of the intelligent: 486f 
preachers must be there always: 428 
progeny of no avail: 356 
prohibited transactions: 536 e 
Prophet is bearer of good tidings/ warner: 
115 

Prophet's character: 462 
Prophet's migration: 47f 
prophethood, proof of: 381 f 
prophethood, universal: 67 
prophethood/ messengership ends: 131 
Prophets have ranks: 309 
Prophets were not Jews/ Christians: 142 
prostration to whom: 34 
punished person, most: 66 

_Q_ 

qada: 214 
qasr: 631 

qibla, change of: 144f 

qibla, error in determining: 11 Of, 150f 

qibla, why face: 112f,151f 

qisas: 621 

qunut: 299 

Qur'an is miracle: 23 

Qur'an, challenge to match: 23f 

Qur'an, memorising: 130f 

Qur'an, merit of reciting: 131 

Quraiza: 357 

R 

ra'ina: 101 
rabb: 5 
rabitu: 492 
rahn: 343 
raji: 285f 

rami or pelting stones: 253f 
rejectors of hadith: 373, 640 
religion, no compulsion: 70 
repentance: 38, 41, 59, 520 
— , not acceptaed at death bed: 521 
revelation, jest with: 291 
reverence, increase: 120f 
revived dead but not himself: 99 
reward for believers: 490f 
ribat: 493 

riggardliness: see miserliness 
right path, followers of: 6 
righteousness defined: 649 
rites of hajj, learn: 130 
rock greeted Prophet: 77 
Rome's emperor, letter to: 396 
rulers, obedience to: 426 
ruling of choice: 50 

s 

sa'i omitted may: 172f 
sa'i:171f 
Sabbath: 71 
Sabians: 68 
sadanatul bayt: 575 
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sadaqatul fitr: 325 

sahabah, reveling: 569 

saibah: 187 

saints, false: 402 

salah averts calamities: 160 

salah in battle: 300 

salah, importanc of: 50f 

salah, observe: 299f 

salam, rulings on: 611 

salam: see tahiyyah 

salary for incomplete work: 578 

salatul khawf: 634 

Salwa: 46, 61 

scriptures, believe in all: 14 
self praise: 566 
sh a fa' a t u zma : 31 0 
shah inshah: 101 
shaybi: 575 

sin, minor will be major: 545 

sins deprive of blessing: 43 

sins, major: 538f 

sins, minor: 542f 

siqayatul hajj: 575 

six things given to Prophet: 561 

sky, benefits of: 22f 

slaves, being good to: 554f 

slaves, freeing: 199 

slaying Muslim: 620 

sodomony: 570 

speak kindly: 83 

species of creation: 5 

spend on warriors: 332 

spending: 196f, 269f , 310f, 320f, 415f 

stepmothers cannot be married: 524 

straight path: 6 

successful ones: 431, 483 f 

such: 653 

suckling: 294f 

suffah, ahlus: 332 

suicide: 536f 

Sulayman's prayer: 377 

supplication of the knowledgeable: 355 

supplication, merits of: 21 8f 

supplications, some: 345 

sweet-tongued flatters: 256f 

T_ 

ta'awwudh: 3 

tafsir bir ra'iy: 602 

taghut: 315, 567f 

tahajjud: 494, 497 

tahiyyah: 608f 

tajwid, observe rules of: 118 

talbivah: 241 

tallaq: 284 

taqiya refuted: 370f 

taqwa: 360, 444f, 493 

tasmiyyah: 3 

tattooing: 570 

tauhid: 350f, 362f, 395f 

tayammum: 559f 

testimony, concealing: 343 

testimony, ture: 655 

tharid, example of: 381 



three things assured: 643 

three things: 326, 405 

throughfare, rights of: 609 

ties of knishi, join: 496 

trade during hajj: 250 

tree disclosed jinn's presence: 78 

trial: 163, 484 

trusts: 576f 

truth, be firm on: 360 

truth/ falsehood: 49 

tuhr: 285f 

two sisters cannot be married at one time: 528 

u 

Uhud, battle of: 438 
ukaz: 249 

ummah, best of: 55 
ummah, characteristics of: 432 
ummah, everyone part of: 44 
ushr: 325 

usury, war against: 337 
usury/ trade: 334 
usury: 334f, 443f, 569 
uzza: 451 

v_ 

variety of food for banu Isra'il: 64 
vie not others: 546 

w 

wailing: 568 

wasata: 147 

wasilah: 187 

water from stone: 63 

wealth of no avail: 356 

wealth, illegally acquired: 535 

weaning: 295 

weep, try to: 77 

widows in Jahiliyah: 300 

widows may not be compelled: 522 

wife beating: 550f 

wife, choice of: 502f 

wine change, name of: 72 

wine: 275 

wives should not be compelled to return 
gifts: 523 

wives, disobedient: 549f, 568f ' 

wives, for: 499f 

wolf devours lone sheep: 51 

woman needs be concealed: 535 

women kindness to divorced: 290 

women of the west: 286 

women who cannot be married: 525 

women's status: 286, 286f 

worldly comforts luring: 358 

worldly love: 597f 

worship in night: 361 

Y 

Yahud, why: 68 ~ 
Yanmul bu'ath: 423 
yaqin: 315 

z 

zamzam: 171 

Zaynul Abidin's slave: 446 
zulumat: 316 
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